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We can strike anywhere in India: Hizb chief



NEARBY



Two militants killed in Pulwama operation SRINAGAR



Two militants were killed in a day-long encounter in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district on Monday even as local residents clashed with personnel of the cordon-andsearch operation party. Two civilians were also injured, said a police spokesman. NEWS 쑺 PAGE 10 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Kashmiri student attacked in Meerut MEERUT



A Kashmiri student of Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Anees Khan, was allegedly beaten up by a group of masked men on the campus over the weekend, purportedly because he was from Kashmir. NEWS 쑺 PAGE 10 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Police ofer ₹2 lakh reward in Junaid case FARIDABAD



With investigations into the Junaid murder case suggesting that the prime accused was probably not related to those arrested so far, the Haryana Railway Police announced a reward of ₹2 lakh for any information leading to his arrest. DELHI METRO 쑺 PAGE 1 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DELHI METRO 쑺 6 PAGES



Says the outit targeted security forces in Kashmir, but will not hit civilians MUBASHIR ZAIDI KARACHI



Chief of militant group Hizbul Mujahideen Syed Salahuddin has claimed that Kashmiri militants have launched many operations against Indian forces in the State and have the ability to hit targets anywhere in India at any time. The militant leader made the claims during an interview on Jirga, a talk show hosted on Pakistan’s Geo TV on Sunday.



‘Attacks will go on’ Speaking after being designated a global terrorist on June 26 by the U.S., Salahuddin said his struggle was for the freedom of Kashmir. “We have launched attacks against Indian forces and security installations and will continue to do so. We can strike anywhere in India at the time of our choosing. But we will not launch attacks against civilians or any public places,” Salahuddin, who’s real name is Mohmmad Yousuf Shah, said. Salahuddin is based in Pakistani-Occupied Kashmir and divides his time between Rawalpindi and Muzaffarabad. He also heads the alliance of 13 militant organizations, the socalled United Jihad Council. Asked where he got the weapons to fight against Indian forces, Salahuddin said he purchased them from the international market and said he could procure any weapon if the required money is given to him.



Syed Salahuddin in Muzafarabad, Pakistan, on July 1, 2017. REUTERS *



Terming the Kashmir struggle as is a freedom struggle, the militant leader said Kashmiri groups cannot be dubbed terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda and Taliban. He termed the U.S. declaration as being in contravention of U.N. resolutions and claimed that U.S. administration had taken the step to please India. However, he declared that despite the U.S. declaration the freedom struggle for Kashmir would continue.



‘Recognised by UN’ “The Kashmir issue is recognised by the U.N. in as many as 18 resolutions of the Security Council as a legitimate freedom struggle. It can never be categorised as a terrorist movement,” he told the talk-show host Saleem Safi. He said India had made several attempts to get the Kashmir freedom movement dubbed as terrorism, but failed to convince the international community. PAKISTAN RESPONSIBLE FOR TERRORISM: INDIA 쑺 PAGE 10



A reactive narrative will not work, says Nitish



Deregistered irms to face money laundering probe



Amarnath Tewary



Three lakh more suspected shell companies to get show-cause notice



PATNA



Apparently upset with the Congress party leader Ghulam Nabi Azad for making a oblique statement on him, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Monday said a “reactive narrative” would not work for the Opposition’s unity. Refuting speculation that there was a crack in the grand alliance, Mr. Kumar reiterated that he was not in the race for Prime Minister in the 2019 general election.



‘No mere talk’ “Only talking of unity among the Opposition parties is not enough… The Opposition parties have to decide their role and they should start preparation for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls…and the Congress is a big party…the Opposition needs an alternative narrative, just a reactive narrative won’t work,” Mr. Kumar told journalists on the sidelines of his weekly Lok Samvad programme. The CM also said the Congress, through lethargy and inaction, had heavily dented the impact of a large league of the Opposition parties, which he had earlier pushed hard to bring together. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10 BJP WATCHING FISSURES IN ALLIANCE 쑺 PAGE 10



ARUN S JOSY JOSEPH New Delhi



The Enforcement Directorate (ED) will be roped in to probe if companies de-registered recently have been involved in money laundering, official sources said in the wake of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement on Saturday that over one lakh companies had been struck off at one go. “The fate of one lakh companies has been locked with one stroke of a pen in one minute. The Registrar of Companies (ROC) has removed these one lakh companies. More will be found and even tougher action can be expected against shell companies,” Mr. Modi had said, addressing chartered accountants in the national capital on Saturday.



Scrutiny stepped up Meanwhile, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) is preparing to send showcause notices to over three lakh more firms for striking off their names from the ‘register of companies’, government sources told The Hindu. Tax consultants and government sources pointed out that while action against companies are initiated under the Companies Act, the scrutiny was stepped up in



the wake of demonetisation and as part of the action against black money. Sources said the ED, which deals with Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) provisions, will soon be called in to look at the companies recently struck off the register. The ED is empowered “to take actions of attachment and confiscation of property if the same is determined to be proceeds of crime derived from a Scheduled Offence under PMLA.” The ED can also launch prosecution against those involved in money laundering. These measures followed an operation that was launched post-demonetisation to expedite action against companies that failed to start business



within one year of incorporation or were not carrying on any business for two immediately preceding financial years or not applied for dormant status. It gained momentum in April, when the Registrar of Companies (RoC) in several States/Union Territories issued show cause notices to over two lakh companies for striking off their names. The firms are given 30 days to submit their response. If the reply is found unsatisfactory, the corporate entity’s name can be removed. However, referring to Section 252 of the Companies Act, officials pointed out that persons aggrieved by the RoC order — notifying a company as dissolved under Section 248 of the Act — may file an appeal to the Na-



tional Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) within three years from the RoC’s order. If the NCLT finds that the removal of the company’s name was unjustified, it may order its restoration in the register. According to the MCA, the total companies registered in India as on May 31, 2017, were 1,659,965, of which 1,322,175 were active. There were 305,386 closed companies, of which about 10,336 were liquidated/dissolved, while 265,096 were defunct (and hence struck off ). In addition, 25,562 companies were in the process of being struck off and 123 in the process of being re-activated. The trend of registration of companies (month-wise) showed that after a high of 10,000 in May 2016, it had gradually fallen to about 6,000 in November 2016 — the month when demonetisation was announced — and then started shooting up to touch around 11,500 in March 2017 (barring a fall in January, the new registrations had surged). The new registrations fell in April to around 9,000, but then rose to 9,673 in May. CLOSE VIGIL ON ROLLOUT PROGRESS; 22 STATES ABOLISH CHECKPOSTS 쑺 PAGE 13



Israel supports India’s ight against terrorism No diference between Hamas group and Lashkar-e-Taiba, say senior oicials Suhasini Haidar JERUSALEM



Israel believes there is no difference between Pakistanbased “Lashkar-e-Taiba” and the Hamas group operating in Israel and Palestine, senior officials here said, adding that the Israeli government has unequivocally supported India on the issue of terrorism. “Killing civilians for any



spurious ideological reason is terrorism,” said Mark Sofer, Deputy Director General of the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s Asia-Pacific department. “As opposed to a number of other countries in the world, Israel has never hidden the fact that it supports India hook, line, sinker on the subject of terrorism. The horrors coming out of Pakistan, from the Lashkar-e-Taiba are



known, and we support India’s right to defend itself against terrorism just as Israel has the same right.” The strong words from Israeli officials came at a briefing on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel that begins on Tuesday — the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister — which they described as “historic” with “huge symbolic significance.”



The words on the common threat of terrorism were shared by Mr. Modi, who told an Israeli newspaper in an interview published on Monday that, “India and Israel could cooperate even more closely and complement each other's efforts to fight with the menace of terrorism.” TEL AVIV TO REMAIN EMBASSY’S LOCATION; ISRAEL TO HELP ENSURE FOOD SECURITY 쑺 PAGE 11



Mark Sofer



Dalit activists barred from press meet Police detain, release them after 5 hrs Omar Rashid Lucknow



The Uttar Pradesh police on Monday arrested 31 Dalit activists, including a retired IPS officer, to prevent them from holding a press conference in protest against alleged atrocities on Dalits. They were detained at the reserve police lines and released after five hours after paying a bond of ₹25,000.



Retd IPS officer The arrested persons included retired IPS officer S.R Darapuri, Dalit rights activists Ram Kumar and P.C Kureel, NCP UP president Ramesh Dixit, B.K Yadav, Kuldeep Baudh and journalist-activist Ashish Awasthi. Eight of the activists were arrested from the UP Press Club where they had reached for the press conference. They were booked under Section 151 of the CrPC. The press conference was jointly organised by the Bundelkhand Dalit Adhikar Manch and the Dynamic Action Group. The police, which had already cordoned off the CM YK



not only a < > Action violation of freedom of speech but also an “insult to the dignity” of Dalits Kuldeep Baudh Bundelkhand Dalit Adhikar Manch convenor



club, did not allow the press conference to start. They said the activists did not have permission for a march towards the residence of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. Earlier on Sunday, the police had arrested 23 activists of the BDAM and kept them under house arrest at the Nehru Yuva Kendra.



‘Wanted to give soaps’ The Dalits wanted to present soaps to Mr. Adityanath in protest against the administration’s decision to distribute soaps among Mushahars in Kushinagar recently before their meeting with the CM. Mr. Baudh, the BDAM convenor, said the police action was not only a violation of freedom of speech but also an “insult to the dignity” of Dalits. A ND-ND
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RISE 05:28 SET 19:23 RISE 15:18 SET 01:59 Wednesday, July 05



RISE 05:29 SET 19:23 RISE 16:09 SET 02:36 Thursday, July 06



RISE 05:29 SET 19:23 RISE 17:01 SET 03:16



Delhi HC dismisses Virbhadra’s plea ED had lodged a money laundering case against HP CM New Delhi



Press Trust of India Raipur



Four persons, including two women, were killed and five others injured when their jeep collided with a mini truck in Chhattisgarh’s Bemetara district, police said on Monday.



Urges State BJP president to ix responsibility on policemen Special Correspondent Bhopal



Press Trust of India



Four killed in accident



Injured farmer’s wife threatens suicide



The Delhi High Court on Monday refused to quash the money laundering case against Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh, his wife and son. The court dismissed the petitions of Mr Singh, his wife Pratibha, son Vikramaditya and another person Chunni Lal. “The petitions are devoid of substance, consequentially the same are dismissed,” Justice R. K. Gauba said. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) had earlier summoned the 83-year-old CM, his wife and son for questioning in this regard. The ED had in September 2015 lodged the case against Mr Singh and others under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) after taking cognisance of a criminal complaint filed by the CBI. The court had earlier reserved its judgement after hearing arguments of the counsel for ED, Mr Singh and others on the petitions.



Virbhadra Singh.



*



The CBI had filed a charge sheet on March 31, hours after the High Court refused to quash the FIR lodged against Mr Singh and his wife in the disproportionate assets case. The High Court, which had rubbished the Chief Minister’s claim that the FIR was the result of a “political vendetta,” had paved the way for criminal proceedings, which were stalled due to an October 1, 2015, order of the Himachal Pradesh High Court restraining the CBI from arresting, interrogating and filing the charge sheet against the accused. The ED had earlier termed as “premature” Mr



Singh’s plea for quashing of the money laundering case proceedings. It had said the plea seeking a stay on the proceedings was “not maintainable” as the inquiry into the matter was at a preliminary stage. The agency is probing allegations against Mr Singh and his family members of having amassed wealth of ₹6.1 crore disproportionate to his known sources of income between 2009 and 2011 when he was the Union Minister of Steel. It has also attached assets worth about ₹14 crore in this case under the PMLA. In July 2016, LIC agent Anand Chauhan was arrested by the ED under provisions of the PMLA as he was allegedly not cooperating with the investigating officer of the case. The probe agency had alleged that Mr Singh, while serving as the Union Minister, had invested huge amounts in purchasing LIC policies in his and his family members’ names through Mr Chauhan.



A woman, whose physically challenged daughter and husband were allegedly thrashed by policemen during the farmers’ agitation in Mandsaur district in Madhya Pradesh, on Monday threatened to commit suicide in front of the vehicle of State BJP president Nandkumar Singh Chauhan.



The incident happened when Mr. Chauhan had gone to Laduna village in Mandsaur to meet some of the farmers injured in the violence last month. Parvati Bai, a resident of the village, turned up in front of Mr. Chauhan’s vehicle when he was about to leave, and threatened to kill herself. “They [police] beat up my physically challenged



daughter and husband. I do not want to live any more. Our prayers will be heard only after we lose some of our family members,” said Parvati. She said she needed answers from the government about the alleged inhuman treatment meted out to her family. She also urged Mr. Chauhan to fix responsibility on the offending policemen and not to offer empty



promises to people. Later, Mr. Chauhan directed the district administration officials and the police to look into the matter and extend all possible help to the woman. “Please pay a visit to the village and investigate the matter,” he told a senior policeman of the district. This was Mr. Singh’s first visit to Mandsaur after the farmers’ agitation.



Farmers plan agitation in Haryana Stir against insensitive attitude of the Union, State governments SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHANDIGARH



Farmers in Haryana have decided to launch an agitation later this month in protest against the alleged insensitive attitude of the Centre and State government towards debt-ridden peasants. “We have resolved to launch a united agitation across Haryana for longstanding issues such as assured purchase of all farm produce based on recommendations made by the Swaminathan Commission, farm loan waiver, and restor-



ation of cattle trade, among others,” said Inderjit Singh, a former farmers’ leader. A unanimous resolution was passed in this regard during a meeting held in Jind on Sunday. “Farmers and labourers in Haryana are upset over the insensitive attitude of the Centre and State government towards the worsening agrarian crisis,” Mr. Singh added. As many as nine farmers’ unions will stage protests at district headquarters across the State from July 24 and submit a charter of demands



to the deputy commissioners. Among the organisations that are expected to participate are the All-India Kisan Mahasabha, Kisan Khet Mazdoor Sanghatan, Bharatiya Kisan Union (Mandhi), Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ghasiram) and the All-India Kisan Sabha. Phool Singh Sheokand, general secretary of the All India Kisan Sabha’s (AIKS) Haryana unit, said that the farmers’ unions have decided to ‘gherao’ the office of deputy commissioners in Hisar on July 24, in Rohtak



on August 2, in Ambala on August 18, and in Gurugram on August 28. The unions also passed a resolution condemning the recent incident in Madhya Pradesh where the police opened fired at farmers. They also demanded rollback of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on fertilisers, pesticides, tractors and their parts, and farm machinery. “We also condemn the socalled cow vigilantes who were allegedly perpetrating violence on cattle farmers,” said Mr. Sheokand.



Slum dwellers demand justice for labour leader Zafar Hussain was allegedly beaten to death by civic body staf on June 16 Special Correspondent Jaipur



Residents of slum colonies and activists came together for a rally in Pratapgarh on Monday, seeking justice for labour leader Zafar Hussain. Mr Hussain was allegedly beaten to death on June 16 by local municipal officials when he stopped them from taking pictures to shame women defecating in the open. Mr. Hussain was in the



CM YK



forefront of an agitation for getting toilets in the households and civic amenities in the Bagwasa slum area of the Pratapgarh town in southern Rajasthan. The rallyists, who marched from Gandhi Circle to the Collectorate, raised slogans demanding an end to the “reign of terror” unleashed on the pretext of implementing the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan through an



Open Defecation Free (ODF) drive. The protesters said the drive justified violence against poor people who had no access to sanitary toilets, while public toilets were either absent or non-functional.



‘Deliberate delay’ Pratapgarh district Congress minority department’s chief Nadim Ansari said the police



were “deliberately delaying” the release of final autopsy report to let the matter fade away. The police are yet to record the statements of Mr. Hussain’s wife and daughter. A delegation led by Congress leader and former Union Minister Girija Vyas was told by Collector Neha Giri that the matter was being looked into, said Mr. Ansari.



A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Bengal child rights panel summons GJM chief Commission said rally violated laws related to rights of children; Calcutta High Court 2011 order prohibits children at political processions Special Correspondent Kolkata



Amit Shah to visit three districts of Odisha



A rally called by pro-Gorkhaland supporters in Darjeeling on Monday saw children participating for the second time in the past five days, prompting the West Bengal Child Rights Commission to issue summons to Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) president Bimal Gurung.



BHUBANESWAR



BJP national president Amit Shah is scheduled to tour three districts of Odisha from Tuesday to strengthen the party in the State under ‘Mo Booth Sabuthu Majboot [My Booth is the Strongest]’ programme. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



Two persons held with arms in Manipur IMPHAL



Two persons were arrested for carrying arms in Thoubal district of Manipur, the police said on Monday. The duo was held during frisking on July 2. Arms including one 9 mm pistol with two magazines were recovered, they said. PTI



Show-cause notice: Using of children and minors with a political motive is dangerous and a complete violation of child rights, a statement by the panel said on Monday FILE PHOTO: AFP *



Elephant population sees marginal rise in Odisha Jumbo numbers have gone up by 22 since 2015 Satyasundar Barik BHUBANESWAR



The first ever synchronised elephant census carried out in the country’s eastern region, involving four States, has found 1,976 elephants living in different forests of Odisha. The synchronised elephant census-2017, the results of which were made public here on Monday, revealed that the jumbo population has gone up marginally by 22 elephants compared with 1,954 in 2015.



Direct sighting The elephant census was carried out simultaneously in Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh between May 9 and 12. Apart from direct sighting, indirect estimation of elephant through dung decay rate method by using line transect technique was also deployed. The Indian Institute of Science in Bengaluru carried out the census. While the number of male elephants, which are vital for a healthy population, stood at 344, there were 1,092 females in Odisha



Big news: The elephant census was carried out in Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh between May 9 and 12. *



FILE PHOTO: LINGARAJ PANDA



forests. The young elephant population was estimated at 502, but the gender of 38 elephants could not be ascertained. In 2015, there were 341 male elephants. Of 43 forest divisions where the census was carried out, elephants were found in 37 divisions. No elephant was found in Khariar, Chilika Wildlife, City Division, Koraput, Jharsuguda and Bargarh. Odisha has three elephant reserves comprising seven sanctuaries. These were found to have 1,536 elephants or 77.73%. While 79 elephants were roaming in five other sanctuaries, 361 were sighted outside ele-



phant reserves and sanctuaries. The highest number of 330 elephants was sighted in the core of Similipal followed by Dhenkanal with 169. Chandaka Wildlife Sanctuary, which once boasted over 80 elephants, has only one elephant. As many as 5,847 people were engaged for enumerating the jumbos in different forests. Odisha has recorded one of the worst man-elephant conflicts in the country. Since 2013-14, 311 elephants have been killed with annual average elephant deaths estimated at over 70. During the same period, 275 humans lost their lives in elephant depredation.



Strong exception Commission’s chairperson Ananya Chakraborty took strong exception to the protests and said the rally not only violates existing laws relating to the rights of children but also the Calcutta High Court order of 2011 that prohibits children from any political procession. Earlier on June 28, a similar rally was taken out in the hills and the Commission



GJM has nothing < > The to do with the rally. The rally was organised by citizens of Darjeeling who brought their children to the rally on their own free will Roshan Giri GJM general-secretary



had the next day issued a show cause-notice to the GJM, the most prominent political force in the hills which is spearheading the movement. On Monday, the Commission issued a notice to Mr. Gurung “to appear in person” on July 11 at the Commission’s office for using children in political processions on Monday. “They [the GJM] repeated the act today. Using of chil-



dren and minors with a political motive is dangerous and a complete violation of child rights. Moreover, the Commission feels it is highly unsafe for children to be exposed in such a volatile situation,” a statement issued by the West Bengal Child Rights Commission said. Speaking to The Hindu, GJM general-secretary Roshan Giri denied any involvement of the organisation in the rally. “The GJM has nothing to do with the rally. The rally was organised by citizens of Darjeeling who brought their children to the rally on their own free will,” he said. On Monday, Mr. Giri, however, told journalists that the children also want Gorkhaland as they know they have no future in West Bengal Meanwhile, sporadic in-



cidents of violence were reported in the hills with miscreants allegedly setting fire to a hired police vehicle. The GJM has denied any role in the violence.



Shutdown continues The hills in northern most parts of West Bengal have been witnessing a shutdown over the past 18 days over the Statehood stir. Several rallies were taken out throughout the day on Monday in various parts of the hills. In another development, the GJM leadership has claimed that all members of the 16 community welfare boards have resigned from their respective boards in support of Gorkhaland. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee had set up these boards and allocated funds to them.



Devotees throng Puri Staff Reporter BHUBANESWAR



Lakhs of devotees thronged the coastal town of Puri to witness the Bahuda Yatra of the three sibling deities to the 12th century Shree Jagannath Temple on Monday. During the annual Rath Yatra on June 25, the three deities — Lord Balabhadra, Lord Jagannath and Devi Subhadra — were taken in three majestic chariots to Mausi Maa Temple, considered as their birthplace. The Yatra marked the wrapping up of their annual nine-day sojourn to Mausi Maa Temple.



Three chariots Policemen tugged the three chariots amid a sea of devotees on Grand Road connecting Shree Jagannath Temple and Mausi Maa Temple. Amid the beating of gongs, cymbals and blowing of conch shells, the devotees enthusiastically joined security personnel in pulling the three chariots. The overcast skies provided the perfect setting for the devotees to congregate along Grand Road to catch a glimpse of the deities. Elaborate security arrangements were made for the Bahuda Yatra.



CBI questions TMC MP in Narada case Sultan Ahmed summoned again The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Monday questioned Trinamool Congress MP Sultan Ahmed in connection with the Narada sting case where a number of Trinamool leaders were purportedly seen accepting cash on camera.



Mr. Ahmed was at the CBI office in the city’s Nizam Palace for about six hours. According to sources, the MP has been summoned by the investigating agency again. The MP’s brother and Trinamool MLA Iqbal Ahmed was questioned a few days ago.



FIR against 13 Mr. Ahmed has been named in the first information report (FIR) lodged by the CBI on April 17 against 13 persons, including several Ministers and Trinamool MPs.



Middleman quizzed IPS officer S.M.H. Mirza and a middleman named Syed Tazdar Ali Mirza alias Tiger were also questioned in connection with the case last month.



Special Correspondent Kolkata



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.



CM YK



A ND-ND
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Editors appear before Speaker



NEARBY



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Fatal climb



Plead that Karnataka Assembly resolution be reconsidered wanath had filed a defamation suit against Mr. Anil Raj in the local court, which in effect was “double jeopardy for the petitioners,” the lawyer argued.



Special Correspondent Bengaluru



Kambala Bill gets presidential assent BENGALURU



All the hurdles for resuming Kambala — the traditional slush-track buffalo race of coastal Karnataka — are cleared with the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Karnataka Amendment) Bill, 2017, finally getting the presidential assent on Monday.



HC admits Sudheeran’s plea against liquor policy KOCHI



A Division Bench of the Kerala High Court on Monday admitted a public interest writ petition filed by the Congress leader V.M. Sudheeran challenging the new liquor policy of the LDF government. Mr. Sudheeran said the new policy would only increase the sale and consumption of liquor in the State.



Editors of two Kannada tabloids — Ravi Belagere of Hi Bangalore and Anil Raj of Yelahanka Voice — who have been awarded one year jail term and a fine of ₹10,000 each for breach of privileges by the Karnataka Legislative Assembly, appeared before Assembly Speaker K.B. Koliwad on Monday and pleaded for reconsideration of the Assembly resolution. The High Court of Karnataka had suggested to the counsel representing the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and chairman of its privileges committee to explore a way to “resolve” the controversy “in the interest of the system.” The editors, accompanied by their counsel Shankarappa, appeared before the Speaker and submitted a petition for reconsidering the matter and reviewing the resolution. Mr. Shankarappa stated



‘Water released as per Cauvery tribunal order’



Ravi Belagere, left, and Anil Raj on their way to appear before Karnataka Speaker on Monday. V. SREENIVASA MURTHY *



that the alleged breach of privilege [derogatory writings about two MLAs] was not committed within the jurisdiction of the Assembly, and the act had in no way impeded or obstructed legislators from discharging their duties. Therefore, the alleged act



CPI(M) worker stabbed in Thalassery



Special Correspondent



could not be treated as breach of privilege of the members, he argued. He also said the two accused were not served the breach of privilege notice personally. Mr. Anil Raj had already tendered an unconditional apology. Meanwhile, BJP MLA Vish-



Sad end: The body of a male leopard hanging on an electric pole in Nizamabad district of Telangana on Monday. The leopard, around four years old, climbed the pole near Thanakalan forest and got electrocuted. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Custom app helps linemen speedily ind and repair faults in Khammam



Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Monday said the State government had released Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu to abide by the orders of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal. “We have to obey the order, or else Tamil Nadu will move the Supreme Court. We are not releasing the entire quantity collected in our reservoirs, but only a part of it,” he told journalists in Hassan. Mr. Siddaramaiah’s statement on release of water comes amid continuing protests in the Cauvery belt of Mandya and Mysuru over the last four days. Meanwhile, the inflow into KRS reservoir on



KANNUR



P. Sridhar



A CPI(M) worker sustained multiple stab injuries in an attack by suspected Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) workers near Thalassery in Kannur district on Monday. He sustained injuries on his hands, legs and abdomen. The victim was identified as Sreejan Babu, 41, autorickshaw driver, who is the spouse of Eranholi panchayat president and Democratic Youth Federation of India (DYFI) district committee member K.K. Ramya. The police said his condition was serious, but stable.



Khammam



CM YK



KOCHI



The case relating to the abduction and sexual assault of an actor in Kochi has turned murkier with reports that Sunil Kumar, aka ‘Pulsar’ Suni, the first accused, had contacted filmmaker Nadirsha over phone from jail on at least three occasions. Official sources said Kumar had contacted the film-maker from the cell, purportedly to settle a financial deal. On all three occasions, the duo had a rather pleasant conversation, with the duration of one of these calls lasting eight minutes.



Line inspector creates electrical map of his town



Special Correspondent



Monday was 5,468 cusecs against an outflow of 2,088. On Sunday, the inflow was 6,400 cusecs while the outflow was 2,600 cusecs. . On Monday, farmers’ organisations and pro-Kannada groups protested in Mandya and Mysuru against the release of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu.



Staff Reporter
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HASSAN



Siddaramaiah



Ensure harmony Mr. Shankarappa appealed to the Speaker to initiate measures for reconsidering the resolution to ensure harmonious relationship between the press and the legislature, the vital pillars of democracy. Mr. Koliwad, who countered Mr. Shankarappa by quoting from “Practice and Procedure of Parliament” authored by Kaul and Shakdar on the privileges of members of the legislature, was guarded in his response. “I will decide the future course of action after looking into all the details.” Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has already been under pressure from the party high command to resolve the issue amicably.



Kilaru Nageswara Rao is a line inspector with the Northern Power Distribution Company of Telangana. He has spent 20 years inspecting electricity lines, and knows the job, literally, from the ground up to the top of the 25- to 35-foot poles on which electricity wires rest. A few years ago, Mr. Rao devised a low-cost tool — footwear in a metal frame that holds onto the poles — to help line men climb them easily and safely. From hardware, he has now put his creativity to work using digital tools. He



electricity sub-stations, 29 feeders, 1150 Distribution Transformers, and 10,000 electricity poles; using Google’s map-making tool, Mr. Rao plotted and colourcode them all.



Kilaru Nageswara Rao climbs an electricity pole using an improvised device. G.N. RAO *



recently developed a prototype of mobile app he calls Google Electrical Map. Khammam has 10



Kerala actor assault case turns murkier



Prevents accidents The app allows field staff to swiftly locate faults and reach them quickly, so that the town’s 55,000 consumers don’t suffer long when things go wrong. The app has many uses, he says; for instance, assessing loads, minimising power interruption and line losses, and preventing accidents during breakdown services. He plans to



upgrade the app to help field staff in other areas harness its benefits too. In March, Mr. Rao and his app basked in the limelight at the Rural Innovators and Startup Conclave in Hyderabad in March this year, and then at the Innovation Festival 2017 in Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh. “I have experienced myself the challenges of climbing tall electricity polls, working on them close to the electricity lines and locating the faulty lines in the vast power distribution network,” he says. “This has prompted me to find tangible solutions to the recurring challenges.”



Frequent calls An examination of the SIM cards used by Kumar revealed that he had frequently made calls to a few numbers, reportedly of people having links with Appunni, an aide of actor Dileep, between November 23 and February 17. The investigations revealed that Appunni had also returned calls to these numbers. The police are examining whether these numbers belonged to middlemen, through whom the suspects engaged Kumar. The police zeroed in on these numbers by examining the phones and SIM cards of people having links with the actor and his filmmaker friend. They, however, are yet to find out whether Kumar rang up the actor directly. The police have received evidence of Kumar visiting the location of a Dileep movie in Thrissur last year. During investigation, the police found that Kumar had worked as a driver at the location for a couple of days. Based on this, statements of the employees of a sports academy in Thrissur and a couple of others from the film industry had been recorded.
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IN BRIEF



Foundation stone laid for Global Skills Park



Exempt langar from GST, SGPC writes to Jaitley Will have to bear an additional burden of ₹10 crore annually SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Rajiv Pratap Rudy along with Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, laid the foundation stone for a ₹ 645-crore Global Skills Park, to be developed by the Singaporebased Institute of Technical Education (ITE), here on Monday. PTI



CHANDIGARH



DEHRADUN



A 30-year-old contractor is feared to have been beaten to death after he allegedly harassed a woman at a party in a restaurant here, the police said on Monday. Two men had been arrested in this connection. The men, identified as Gurpreet Singh and Ajeet Singh have been charged with murder under Section 302 of the IPC. PTI



Man commits suicide by jumping in front of train



The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has urged the GST Council and Finance Minister Arun Jaitley to exempt all purchases made for 'langar sewa' (free community kitchen) from the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime. The SGPC, which manages the affairs of Gurdwaras in the State, said that it will have to bear an additional financial burden of ₹10 crore annually if GST is applied to its purchases. “All purchases for langar by the SGPC at Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple) in Amritsar, Keshgarh Sahib in Anandpur and Damdama Sahib in Bathinda were exempted from Value Added Tax system,” SGPC chief sec-



and other social causes... we should be exempted," he said, adding that they are still waiting for any positive response from the Centre.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi serves langar during a visit to the Golden Temple in Amritsar. FILE PHOTO *



retary Harcharan Singh told The Hindu. Mr. Singh said that SGPC was not a commercial organisation and its activities should be kept outside GST’s purview. "We receive money from offerings, which we spend on the free kitchens



Food items Union Food Processing Industries Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal has also requested Mr. Jaitley to look into the matter. Ms. Badal had pointed out that SGPC spends around ₹75 crore annually to purchase food items such as ‘desi ghee’, sugar and pulses. “But with GST, it will have to bear an extra financial burden of ₹10 crore on these purchases as they come under the 5% to 18% GST bracket,” she said. Radical Sikh outfit Dal Khalsa has also supported the demand.



Amarnath Tewary



A show-cause notice has been issued to five senior police officials who were earlier caught on camera using their mobile phones while Chief Minister Nitish Kumar was addressing a gathering at a programme on International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. Mr Kumar along with top police and other administrative officials was present at the programme on June 28 in Patna. The five IPS officers are Patna Senior Superintendent of Police Manu Maharaj, city SP Chandan Kushawaha, Pankaj Raj and two others. While one officer was caught playing a game on his mobile, the other seated beside him was seen looking



‘Deal strictly’ At the programme, the Chief Minister told the officers to be stricter while dealing with alcoholism and drug abuse. The event was organised by the Economic Offences Unit of the state police. Police officials from different districts in the State were called to attend the seminar.
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Tiger reserves to remain closed during monsoon



3 robbed of car, cash on Haridwar highway MUZAFFARNAGAR



Three persons were allegedly robbed of their car and other belongings on Delhi-Haridwar National Highway here, the police said on Monday. Avinash along with his wife and a relative were returning to Haridwar from Delhi on Sunday when three armed men waylaid them on New Mandi bypass and took their car, mobiles and 18,000 in cash. PTI



CM YK



Conservation panel says it’s the breeding season for wild animals, especially tigers Mohammed Iqbal Jaipur



Tourism zones falling in the national park areas of the world famous Ranthambhore and Sariska tiger reserves in Rajasthan will remain closed during monsoon this year as the Forest Department has revised its earlier orders for keeping them open. The decision was taken after the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) took up the matter with the State government. The orders for keeping the tiger reserves open for tourism during July to September were issued on June 9 following a meeting of the State Wildlife Board’s standing committee and Ranthambhore Tiger



Out of bounds: A tiger at the Ranthambore National Park. *



FILE PHOTO



Conservation Foundation. The guidelines of NTCA were mainly examined at the meeting. State Chief Wildlife Warden G.V. Reddy told The Hindu on Monday that the revised orders for closure of tiger reserves would be



applicable to the national park areas. “The fringe areas will be kept open for the tourism activities,” he said. The revised orders, issued after considering the views of Field Directors, provide for complete closure of tourism zones 1 to 5 at



Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday



at a photograph of Prime Minister Narendra Modi with US President Donald Trump and his wife Melania Trump. The third officer was seen watching some pictures on a popular social media platform. “Yes, a show-cause notice has been issued to these officials and asked to respond in a week,” ADG (HQ) S K Singhal told journalists, adding that the officers will be counselled.



PHAGWARA



A postal employee committed suicide by jumping in front of a moving train here, the police said on Monday. Tarsem Lal (49), a resident of Nangal Majha village, jumped in front of the Amritsar-New Delhi Express on Sunday night near Chaheru between Phagwara-Jalandhar rail section, they said. PTI



Weather Watch



Five IPS oicers will be counselled Patna



BHOPAL



Man beaten to death; two arrested



Notice to cops for using mobile at Nitish function



Ranthambhore and two tourism zones at Sariska. The forest officers will also observe the condition of local roads and safety issues for closing specified zones for specific periods. While the NTCA has laid emphasis on keeping the national parks closed during monsoon as it is the breeding period of wild animals, especially the tigers, the State Wildlife Board had observed that the breeding of tigers extended throughout the year in Rajasthan, which is a low rainfall area. The criterion of closure due to monsoon season might not apply in the State and the damage caused by safaris to roads in the tiger reserve areas was “very



negligible,” while the tourists were safe for travelling. Dr. Reddy pointed out that the zones 6 to 10 at Ranthambhore had been opened for tourism during monsoon in the past few years and no adverse effect on tigers and their conservation had been observed. Significantly, as many as nine parks in the rain intensive States of Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu remain open throughout the year. The NTCA, while identifying factors for closure during monsoon in its 2015 directive, had stated that the period for closure would be decided by the respective State governments.



Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)



Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya, east Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, subHimalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, west Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Konkan & Goa and coastal Karnataka city rain max min Agartala................30.... 31.8.... 25.8 Ahmedabad..........3.2.... 30.0.... 25.7 Aizawl ....................3.... 26.7.... 13.2 Allahabad ............5.5.... 35.4.... 27.4 Bengaluru .............. —.... 28.7.... 20.9 Bhopal.................1.1.... 28.3.... 24.4 Bhubaneswar .......1.6.... 30.8.... 26.4 Chandigarh ............ —.... 35.5.... 27.4 Chennai ................. —.... 38.3.... 29.8 Coimbatore............ —.... 30.4.... 23.2 Dehradun...........14.4.... 33.1.... 23.4 Gangtok.............16.2.... 22.6.... 18.6 Goa ...................23.4.... 32.0.... 25.0 Guwahati .............3.1.... 33.4.... 26.0 Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 22.0 Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.5.... 24.4 Imphal.................5.1.... 30.0.... 22.8 Jaipur .................... —.... 35.2.... 26.0 Kochi.................45.6.... 32.0.... 23.8 Kohima................2.2.... 25.1.... 17.0 Kolkata.................15.... 32.6.... 26.3



city rain max min Kozhikode ...........11.2.... 30.0.... 23.8 Kurnool ................... —.... 36.1.... 26.4 Lucknow..............91.8.... 33.8.... 27.3 Madurai................... —.... 39.3.... 26.6 Mangaluru..............16.... 26.4.... 24.0 Mumbai...............18.2.... 31.9.... 25.2 Mysuru.................... —.... 28.0.... 20.7 New Delhi .............4.2.... 35.7.... 26.7 Patna ....................2.6.... 35.2.... 24.7 Port Blair ..............0.2.... 30.7.... 26.3 Puducherry............0.2.... 39.3.... 27.4 Pune .....................7.9.... 29.9.... 22.3 Raipur ..................... —.... 31.0.... 25.4 Ranchi...................7.1.... 30.6.... 23.2 Shillong.................4.9.... 24.5.... 17.1 Shimla...................0.8.... 24.0.... 16.5 Srinagar .................. —.... 31.6.... 18.3 Trivandrum ............. —.... 30.0.... 24.7 Tiruchi .................... —.... 39.5.... 27.9 Vijayawada .............. —.... 36.1.... 27.4 Visakhapatnam .......1.6.... 30.2.... 24.6



Particulate matter in the air you are breathing CITIES



Yesterday



SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE



Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......— Bengaluru ................9 ...63 ..70 ....... —......97 ......* Chennai....................8 ...28 ..22 .... 176 .......— ......* Delhi......................14 ...53 ..87 .... 111....214 ......* Hyderabad .............55 ...23 ..10 ...... 47......83 ......* Kolkata ..................16 ...51 ..28 ....... —......30 ......* Lucknow ................13 ...26 ..63 ...... 85 .......— ......* Mumbai .................10 ...18 ..18 ...... 40......74 ......* Pune ......................12 ...26 ..73 ...... 41......51 ......* Vishakhapatnam .....24 ...20 ..66 ...... 72....106 ......*



In observation made at 4.00 p.m., Mandi Gobindgarh, Punjab recorded an overall air quality index (AQI) score of 450 indicating an unhealthy level of pollution. In contrast, Panchkula, Haryana recorded a healthy AQI score of 33



Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues and monuments. NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease (Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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IN BRIEF



SC allows abortion of ailing foetus Kolkata woman has moved court after she discovered that the foetus sufered from severe cardiac impairment



Court’s orders have been on a case-to-case basis



Fever claims ive more lives in Kerala THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Five fever-related deaths were reported in Kerala on Monday even as Health Minister K.K. Shylaja claimed that fever and related mortality was on its way down. In Palakkad, District Youth Congress workers took out a march wearing a net in protest against mosquito menace.



Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Clear encroachments near Haji Ali quickly: SC NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Monday gave government authorities a fortnight to remove all encroachments near south Mumbai’s famed Haji Ali dargah. A Bench led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar said it will accept no excuses for non-compliance of the Bombay High Court order to remove squatters in the contentious 908 square metre area near the shrine.



DRDO missile successfully test-fired NEW DELHI



The Defence Research and Development Organisation on Monday successfully testfired an indigenously developed Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air-Missile (QRSAM). It was flight tested from the Integrated Test Range in Chandipur, off Odisha Coast at 11.30 a.m. This is the second test of the QRSAM. It was tested for the first time on June 4.



Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



Upholding her right to choose, the Supreme Court on Monday allowed a woman to abort her over 20week-old foetus with severe abnormalities. A Bench of Justices Dipak Misra and A.M. Khanwilkar, dictating the order in an open court, took note of the mental stress suffered by Sharmishta Chakraborty. The law does not permit abortion if the foetus is over 20 weeks old.



A woman’s right Ms. Chakraborty had approached the Supreme Court seeking permission to



abort her foetus after she discovered that it suffered from a severe form of cardiac impairment called pulmonary atresia. She presented to the court a report by paediatric pulmonologist, Devi Shetty, which said there was a high possibility of permanent brain damage. The right of a woman to have a reproductive choice was part of personal liberty, Justice Misra observed in the order. The court said every woman had a sacrosanct right to bodily integrity. It allowed the abortion to be conducted at a Kolkata hospital. On June 24, the court wanted to stretch the law on



Justify Sanjay Dutt’s early release: HC



Trinamool MP Bose receives threat



Maharashtra govt. given 2 weeks’ time



Special Correspondent



abortion that would allow termination of pregnancy beyond 20 weeks if the foetus suffered from severe abnormalities. It had referred the present case to a medical Board for an expert opinion. Ms. Sharmishta, in her petition, stated that of the 26 million births that occur in India every year, approximately 2-3 per cent of the foetuses had severe congenital or chromosomal abnormality. Many suffered Intrauterine Foetal Death (IUFD). It was possible to detect certain abnormalities before 20 weeks, but some could be detected only after that period.



The Supreme Court’s decision whether a woman should be allowed to abort or not after the 20 weeks period has been on a caseto-case basis. The primary factor that has guided its decisions has been the expert opinion of a court-appointed medical board on the risk it poses to the mother and the child. Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1971 bars abortion if the foetus has crossed the 20-week mark. An exception to the law is made if a registered medical practitioner certifies to a court that the continued pregnancy is life-threatening for the mother or the baby. In May this year, the court refused the plea of an HIVpositive rape victim, a destitute from Patna, to abort her 26-week-old foetus after the medical report concluded that the abortion would be risky to both the woman and the child. Instead, the court ordered the Bihar government to pay the 35-yearold a compensation of ₹3 lakh. The Patna High Court had earlier rejected the woman’s plea to abort, saying the State had a compelling re-



sponsibility to keep the child alive. In another case, the court had refused a woman’s request for permission to abort her 26-weekold foetus diagnosed with Down’s Syndrome, a genetic disorder. The court said Down’s Syndrome did not qualify as a life-threatening factor. There was no physical risk to the mother from the pregnancy.



Female foeticide The Supreme Court has seen a flood of such cases from various parts of the country. In one such case, the court had allowed a 22year-old Mumbai woman to terminate a 24-week pregnancy after doctors said the foetus was malformed. The court had in that case justified its order, saying it was in the “interest of justice, particularly the right of the



U.P. police battle fake news and online rumours



petitioner (woman) to preserve her life...” In 2015, the court allowed the plea of a 14-year-old rape victim to exercise her right as a woman to make a dignified choice and abort her 23week-old foetus. The Class 10 school girl was denied permission by the Gujarat High Court, which held that it was too late to abort. The victim said she could not bear the “severe psychological, physical and emotional trauma of going through a full term pregnancy and eventually be in helpless situation unable to either raise her child properly or to grieve.” She said that a “woman’s right to make reproductive choices is also a dimension of personal liberty as understood under Article 21 of the Constitution.” “It is important to recognise that reproductive choices can be exercised to procreate as well as to abstain from procreating. The crucial consideration is that a woman’s right to privacy, dignity and bodily integrity should be respected,” her petition said. It was this petition which was quoted by the Supreme Court on Monday in the order allowing the Kolkata woman to abort her abnormal foetus of over 24 weeks.



Special Correspondent Mumbai



The Bombay High Court on Monday told the Maharashtra government to justify its stand on releasing actor Sanjay Dutt eight months earlier than scheduled from the Yerwada Jail for his role in 1993 blasts. The court has directed the State to file an affidavit in two weeks to justify their stand. A division Bench, comprising Justices R.M. Sawant and Sadhana Jadhav, was hearing a public interest litigation petition by Pradeep Bhalekar, chairperson of Samajik Karyakarta Saurakhan Samiti. The petition alleged Mr. Dutt was given special treatment by allowing him to go ‘scot free’. It said that there were 27,740 others prisoners in the State who deserve to be released on the same ground. The actor had



Sanjay Dutt already benefited a lot because of furlough and parole. Mr. Bhalekar said that the actor was released on grounds of inequality and was given preferential treatment all throughout his tenure. The petition said: “The remission granted to Mr. Dutt was wrong and illegal.” Appearing for petitioner, advocate Nitin Satpute said, “What is the good behaviour and conduct that has been held as a ground for granting him remission and reducing his sentence?”



Kolkata
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Modi’s book for the youth to be out later this year He will address core issues like overcoming exam stress Press Trust of India New Delhi



In a first-of-its-kind initiative by a serving Prime Minister, Narendra Modi will write a book dedicated to the youth, in which he will address core issues like overcoming examination stress, keeping one’s composure and even what to do after the exams are over. Publishers Penguin Random House (PRH) India said the book will be in multiple languages and out in book stores later this year. The book will cover many aspects that students can relate to, especially with regard to the crucial class X and XII examinations. Through the book, the Prime Minister hopes to become a friend of the students and support them as they prepare for the examinations, the publishers said. The tone and tenor of the book, which states why it is important to prioritise knowledge over marks, and how to take responsibility CM YK



Narendra Modi



for the future, is informal and conversational.



Mann ki baat The idea for the book came from Mr. Modi himself. In the wake of the good response to his radio programme Mann Ki Baat, the Prime Minister decided to compile those thoughts, complementing them with some unique new insights and anecdotes, in the form of a book. “I have chosen to write on a subject that is close to my heart, and one that is fundamental to my vision for a youth — driven and youth-led tomorrow,” a statement by the publishers



quoted Mr. Modi as saying. Bluekraft Digital Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation, will be the technology and knowledge partner for the book. “We are delighted to publish Prime Minister Modi to take his message to the youth of our country. With his vision for ensuring their success he has put India on a path of change and we at Penguin Random House India are excited to be working together to bring his thoughts to the nation and beyond,” said Gaurav Shrinagesh, CEO of PRH India. Milee Ashwarya, editor-inchief for the commercial and business divisions at PRH India and the publisher of the book, said, “In a rare and unique initiative, PM Narendra Modi has decided to directly address the state of the students through this book. We are proud to be a part of this special journey to help him reach out to millions of students in India and across the world.”



WhatsApp groups to ight disinformation during yatra Omar Rashid LUCKNOW



On Sunday evening, a Twitter user posted an alarming update claiming that members of a particular community had set fire to a police station in Shamli district and paraded Dalits naked. As the post began to be widely shared, Shamli police intervened and issued a timely clarification dismissing the content as fake. “There is no such incident. Don’t spread rumours,” the police posted, triggering a flood of replies by other social media users who called out the person posting the fake post and demanded his arrest. “This is how rumours are spread which leads to riots,” posted a social media user. The police then promised to take necessary action against the culprit, whose profile introduced him as a “fan of modifying India.” Despite the clarification



of such social < > Most media posts are communal in nature Rahul Srivastava spokesperson of the U.P. police



by the police, on Monday a similar story circulated on social media. This time, a video of the alleged attack on the police station in Shamli by members of a particular community was tweeted by social media user Shankhnaad, who boasted more than 14,000 followers. The tweet was shared more than 400 times.



Two-year-old video The police were once again forced to debunk the post. “This is a two-year-old video in which legal action has already been taken,” Shamli police said. The menace of fake news, unverified and often malicious content has the Uttar



Pradesh police on their toes. And the Shamli episode represents the typical cases encountered in the State. A majority of fake news and rumours are “communal”, said Rahul Srivastava, spokesperson of the U.P. police. The focus on checking fake news and rumours is so high that it features in the advisory issued by the government for the upcoming Kanwad Yatra, which has been a sensitive affair in the past. After a meeting of senior officials including DGP Suklhan Singh and Principal Secretary Home Arvind Kumar on Saturday, the administration was directed to create a WhatsApp group of citizens in every district so that rumours spread during the yatra could be quickly verified, clarifications issued and untoward incidents prevented.



Special Correspondent New Delhi/Kolkata



The Centre has sought another report from the West Bengal government on the ongoing Darjeeling violence as the State government has asked for the withdrawal of women CRPF personnel among other measures. The State government also asked the Home Ministry to replace the Sashastra Seema Bal personnel with Central Reserve Police Force jawans. The Ministry said the request was “inappropriate and incongruous.” It asked the West Bengal government to send a detailed factual report on the law and order situation in Darjeeling, which has seen violence for nearly 20 days. This is the second time that the Centre has sought a report from the State on Darjeeling.



Summons to Gurung Meanwhile, the West Bengal Child Rights Commission issued summons to Gorkha Janmukti Morcha president Bimal Gurung after children took part in a pro-Gorkhaland rally in Darjeeling on Monday, the second time in the past five days. Commission chairperson Ananya Chakraborty said this violated the laws on the rights of children and the Calcutta High Court’s order of 2011, which prohibited children from political processions.



SC refuses urgent hearing on Karnan’s plea Press Trust of India



Trinamool Congress MP and grandnephew of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Sugata Bose, was on Monday allegedly threatened by miscreants associated with construction syndicates. According to information, a group of youth came to Mr. Bose’s residence on 90, Sarat Bose Road, and sought to know where he was getting supply of raw materials for renovation of the house. Mr. Bose, a reputed historian, and his mother Krishna Bose, a former MP, brought the matter to the notice of senior Trinamool leaders. Kolkata police officials said six persons had been arrested in the case of “extortion demand from the house of Krishna Bose.” Later in the evening, Ballygunge police officials visited the house and spoke to Mr. Sugata Bose and other family members.



Centre seeks another report on Darjeeling



NEW DELHI



Jailed former Calcutta High Court judge Justice C.S. Karnan on Monday failed to get an urgent hearing in the Supreme Court for his plea seeking bail and challenging the award of a sixmonth jail term for contempt. “Declined. We will not accept an oral request against the judgement,” a Bench comprising Chief Justice J.S. Khehar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said when counsel for Justice Karnan sought an



urgent listing of the petition, saying “he [Mr. Karnan] has been put to grave injustice“. Mathews J. Nedumpara, counsel for the former judge, said Mr. Karnan had been in jail without a detailed judgment, and one of the seven judges of the Bench that had convicted him had already retired. “You are habitually inclined to disrupt the proceedings of this court. You [the counsel] say the same thing again and again. Declined,” the Bench said.



‘A book for every hand’ Vikas Pathak NEW DELHI



‘Har haath ek kitaab’ (‘one book for every hand’) is the new scheme set in motion by the National Book Trust. Under the scheme, people can make donations to children in the form of books with a simple method. They can transfer money to online shopping site Snapdeal with which the Trust, an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MoHRD), has formally tied up, and the money will then be transferred to NBT. NGOs that are in touch with local communities choose the books to be distributed to children from within NBT's catalogue of children's books. “We will supply our books, meant for children between the ages of six and 12, across the country, through these tie-ups,” said an official. The NBT is also subsidising the cost of the books by about 23.5%. Already, 3,726 children's books have been sent out under the scheme. A ND-ND
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The organising principle of lynch mobs The executors of violence know that strong-arm tactics send powerful signals of who belongs and who does not



Open acres hat encourages Indians who subscribe to diferent religious persuasions, speak diferent languages, and hold diferent conceptions of the good to believe that they are equal members of a democratic political community? Many features bind us together: shared memories of a massive struggle against colonialism, the spectacle of and general enthusiasm for elections, love of cricket and fascination with Bollywood. The most important bond that welds disparate people into a political community is, arguably, constitutional democracy and the fundamental rights granted by the Constitution.



W



About the right to life Logically, the one right that enables us to possess and exercise other rights is the right to life granted by Article 21 of the Fundamental Rights Chapter of the Constitution. It states explicitly that no person shall be deprived of her life or personal liberty, save by procedure established by law. In 1950, the Supreme Court, in the case of A.K. Gopalan vs the State of Madras, interpreted the phrase “procedure established by law” as any procedure laid down in a statute enacted by a competent legislature. For 23 years, the court did not interpret the right to life as a principle of natural justice, but as a fragile right that could be taken away by arbitrary legislation. Over the years the Supreme Court changed its stance. In 1973, in the case of Prabhu Dayal Deorah vs the District Magistrate, Kamrup, the court ruled that anti-social activities can never be reason to invade the personal liberty of cit-



The steady loss of mangroves in the Sundarbans makes conservation eforts vital



F



resh evidence of loss of forest cover in the Indian Sundarbans, which represent a third of the largest contiguous mangrove ecosystem in the world, is a reminder that an accelerated efort is necessary to preserve them. Long-term damage to the highly productive mangroves on the Indian side occurred during the colonial era, when forests were cut to facilitate cultivation. As a recent Jadavpur University study has pointed out, climate change appears to be an emerging threat to the entire 10,000 sq km area that also straddles Bangladesh towards the east, and sustains millions of people with food, water and forest products. There is also a unique population of tigers that live here, adapted to move easily across the land-sea interface. The Sundarbans present a stark example of what loss of ecology can do to a landscape and its people, as islands shrink and sediment that normally adds to landmass is trapped upstream in rivers by dams and barrages; such a loss is not compensated by the limited beneits available elsewhere in the islands from additions. As a conluence zone of freshwater brought by the big Himalayan rivers and high concentrated salinity, these islands are a crucible of biodiversity that helps the 4.5 million that live on the Indian side. It is remarkable, for instance, that the mangrove tree species, including the Sundari, which has historically helped the local economy in the construction of boats and bridges, make up as much as a third of the global trove of such trees. Understandably, the region has attracted a large number of settlers, and the population within Indian boundaries has risen from 1.15 million in 1951 to 4.4 million six decades later. Parts of the Sundarbans are legally protected as national parks and sanctuaries, and there is a special focus on tiger conservation. Yet, its future now depends on local actions that will protect the banks from erosion, and policies that address the pressures created on natural resources by lack of human development. Suggestions for fortiication against erosion on the lines of the dikes in The Netherlands merit scientiic evaluation. Strengthening them with endemic plant and tree species that can thrive in changing salinity conditions can provide co-beneits to local communities. Carefully considered ecotourism holds the potential to raise awareness and funds, since the Sundarbans harbour a raft of bird and animal species. There is also a strong case for international climate inance to be channelled to India and Bangladesh for the region’s preservation, given its global uniqueness. It is vital that local communities are pulled out of poverty, which would also relieve the pressure on natural resources. Climate research and social science thus have a synergistic role in giving the Sundarbans a greater chance of survival. CM YK



young man was brutally killed because he was reportedly carrying meat. Surely those who design and execute violence should be penalised severely for breaching the basic right to life and liberty. But our democratically elected Central government watches in near silence even as its citizens are subjected to reiterative brutality. Elusive expressions of distress by politicians who command immense power, and who possess control over the means of coercion, is simply not enough. Perpetrators of violence must be punished, aspirant wrongdoers must be deterred, and civil liberties must be restored. If India has some claim to constitutional democracy, the sanctity of fundamental rights must be upheld by our power elites.



Watching in silence According to this interpretation, the recent spate of attacks on Indian citizens, the lynchings and slaughter, can be rightfully construed as ‘wanton’ assaults on personal liberty and the right to life. What is worrying is that individuals are emboldened to perform acts of indescribable violence on bodies of fellow citizens. They have reason to know that they will get away with these repulsive violations of a primary fundamental right. In most cases, police personnel prefer to look elsewhere. Elected ministers of State governments defend actions that maim and murder on limsy and unsubstantiated grounds, such as transportation of cattle. In a recent case, a



Markers of protest It is precisely this message that for the past three years has been delivered by Indian citizens. Writers, poets, and dramatists returned honours given by the state. Citizens march to protest against atrocities perpetrated on our students, on our own people who are Muslims or Dalits, and on our democratic sensibilities. Last week thousands of Indians assembled across the country to state unambiguously: ‘Not in My Name.’ The marker of the protest can be read in two ways. It can be interpreted as dis-



A project of consolidation Today, the project of consolidating a Hindu nation has been stepped up. The larger intention of the Hindutva project is to cast a miasma of fear and trepidation over entire regions, and to put minorities and the so-called lower castes ‘in their place’. The project seems to have worked. Now people have to be careful where they live, and how they travel, for anyone, anywhere can be subjected to intimidation. The prospect is frightening. We are going to live in desolate cities, because vulnerable communities, in search of protection, will migrate to ghettos overlowing with their own people. We will be living and working in blank and bleak urban (and some rural) spaces, where no one reaches out to the members of another community. They simply do not know what the outcome is going to be. This is the exact fate of Ahmedabad, a once bustling textile town. Though repeated communal violence led to ghettoisation in 1969, some Hindus and Muslims continued to live in mixed neigh-



bourhoods. By the 1990s only a few mixed neighbourhoods remained. Spatial segregation was almost complete after 2002. The fate of a ghettoised city is depressing. Residential exclusion narrows the cultural and political horizons of communities, closes of options, pre-empts creative mingling of perspectives and prevents solidarity. Rituals of random violence have their own rationale, the maintenance and reproduction of dread of the unknown, or even of the known. The consequences are clear. People in search of protection cluster together. The political community fragments, and the collective self of India is once again fractured. We are set back a hundred years when neighbours turn on neighbours. Today, matters are worse, because people video-record the torture of their neighbours in the name of cow-protection. They then post these videos on the social media. What could be more perverse and more threatening? The splitting up of the political community in India and the dissolution of solidarity, spatial segregation as the vulnerable seek shelter, and mindless violence seem to be part of a larger project of the extreme right. The executors of violence know that strong-arm tactics send powerful signals of who belongs and who does not. These seemingly indiscriminate and arbitrary instances of violence, murder, and mayhem are not isolated. They add up to a project that is politically dangerous because it threatens defenceless people. In 1947, India was partitioned into two countries. In the 21st century, Indian society seems to be fated to undergo another sort of partition, spatial segregation born out of fear. The right to life has lost meaning in an India where vigilante groups rule who will be targeted and how.



Neera Chandoke is a former Professor of Political Science, Delhi University



Nothing learnt from history Raising the Sardar Sarovar dam to its full height will result in more large-scale submergence of habitations



harini nagendra



The delta miracle



izens. The history of personal liberty is the history of observance of procedures; this is the only bastion against ‘wanton’ infringements of personal liberty. In the Maneka Gandhi case (1977), the court ruled that the right to life had to be read along with the right to equality and the right to freedom, granted by Articles 14 and 19 of the Fundamental Rights Chapter. Any procedure that could possibly infringe on the right to life and personal liberty had to be right, just, and fair, and not arbitrary, fanciful and oppressive. The court would decide whether a procedure is just.



S



ince Independence, between 25 and 60 million people have been displaced from their homes and uprooted for India’s development projects. Most end up living in abysmal poverty and deprivation. That we do not even know the exact numbers of those afected — in a country that prizes bureaucratic record keeping — is a clear indication of the callous disregard we have for these lives. Disregarding years of sustained non-violent protest and an iconic mass movement that drew national and global attention, the Narmada Control Authority decided on June 17, 2017 to raise the height of the Sardar Sarovar dam to its full height, by ordering the closure of 30 gates. It was announced in time with the arrival of the monsoon. Once the dam is at its full height, it will submerge one town and at least 176 villages, displace close to 20,000 families, lood productive agricultural land, and destroy hundreds of acres of biodiverse forest. Proponents argue that (someone



else’s) sacriice is essential for (their) development. They tout the beneits: the dam will generate hydro-energy, extend irrigation and bring drinking water to drought-affected, arid areas of Rajasthan and Gujarat. But beyond the hype, the facts are in question. Ecologists, hydrologists, economists and engineers have produced detailed documentation that brings into doubt the claims of water provisioning, economic growth and safety made by the project.



Choked with silt Siltation is one of the biggest challenges faced by dams worldwide, and constitutes one of the biggest challenges to the long-term success of this dam. The steep slopes of the Narmada valley are prone to erosion: they have been protected so far because of the dense forests that line the sides of the valley. Once these trees are lost, soil from the denuded slopes will low unchecked into the river, turning the water muddy. The Central Water Commission’s 2015 compendium on siltation of India’s reservoirs reports alarming igures. For instance, in 85% of India’s dams, the actual rates of siltation are higher than those anticipated during their design. An alarming one in four dams has sedimentation rates more than ive times as high as ex-



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Ties with Israel Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel, the irst by any Indian Prime Minister, is one of great historic signiicance. Israel has always been a friendly country even when India eschewed its friendship. When most Arab nations have supported Pakistan in its conlicts with India, Israel has been the one that has steadfastly stood by India. Israel was perhaps the irst country which fought against terrorism with its hallmark courage and daring. Today, India is also a victim of terrorism, and in its ight against this evil it has a lesson or two to learn from Israel. (“On eve of PM’s tour, Palestine hopes to keep India ties irm”, July 3).



pected! Siltation is most rapid in the early years after dam construction and quickly begins to take effect. The problems are likely to be especially severe for giant dams such as the Sardar Sarovar, which cannot be easily desilted. Apart from directly reducing water storage capacity, siltation also decreases water capacity due to increased evaporation loss. As a result, the capacity to generate hydropower is afected. A dam choked with silt creates a river prone to risky situations of potential looding in the backwaters.



A poor record Compensation to the displaced, when given, has often come in the form of land unsuitable for farming or living, located either on riverbeds at the risk of looding, or in rocky areas which cannot be



ploughed. Resettlement sites lack basic facilities: no wells, drinking water pipelines, or grazing land for cattle, let alone schools or road facilities. The poor track record of the past is clear. Despite this, tens of thousands of additional households are now being asked to rely on resettlement without an adequately provisioned place to move. This leaves the once self-reliant people of the valley with no option but to work as daily wage labour and crowd into urban slums — often to be resettled again for other developmental or smart city projects. The Narmada valley is one of the most fertile ecosystems in India, brimming with biodiversity, and with abundant ish, birds and trees. The dams along the Narmada have changed this, blocking normal water low, leading to downstream habitat change and impacting biodiversity. The Narmada estuary, where the river meets the sea, has become increasingly saline because of the decrease in fresh water low after the dams came up. Fish catch of some species has now declined by as much as 75%, signalling the almost complete collapse of the once famous ishing industry. Thousands of commercial and subsistence ishermen afected by this change are not classiied as dam-afected



though. Neither are the people who and industries which depended on the once-abundant supply of fresh water in the delta. (Water has now suddenly turned saline even to the depth of borewells.) Neither will the invisible tribal communities who depend on the lush forests of the valley — forests that will now be submerged. Only those who can produce evidence of losing homes or agricultural plots are counted as “project-affected”, and can lay claim to compensation. There has to be a clear, transparent public accounting of livelihoods lost and jobs created, of proits accrued at the expense of great misery and injustice. For who are we to decide who wins and who loses? Large dams have forced the displacement of millions of India’s small farmers and landless peasants from across the country, forcing them into urban slums and shanties, breaking apart families and sending them into a downward spiral of degradation and penury. The tragedy of the Sardar Sarovar Project is that it has failed to learn from history, condemning tens of thousands more to the same fate.



Harini Nagendra is a Professor of Sustainability at Azim Premji University
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research signal a fresh dawn in India’s outlook, prioritising the socioeconomic welfare of its people rather than the pursuit of relentless defence procurement. There are many takeaways from the way in which Israel has strengthened its innovation sector, turning agriculture into a proit-making industry with technological inputs, aligning its universities with its local requirements, and emphasising cooperation between technology companies and research outputs — all this in a resource-scarce environment compared to the vast potential of a resource-rich India. Aijaz Hussain Malik, Sonim-Kunzer, Baramulla, J&K
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Swiss bank accounts



Signiicant for many reasons, the expectations of a ‘strategic partnership’ with Israel in non-defence sectors such as innovation, agriculture and need-based



Citing the record low balances held by Indians in Swiss banks last year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the tough steps taken by his government against black money in the



■
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he recently unveiled Open Acreage Licensing Policy and the National Data Repository together are a signiicant and welcome step towards opening up the hydrocarbon exploration and production industry in India. By placing greater discretion in the hands of explorers and operators, the Licensing Policy attempts to address a major drawback in the New Exploration Licensing Policy, which forced energy explorers to bid for blocks chosen by the government. Companies can now apply for particular areas they deem to be attractive to invest in, and the Centre will put those areas up for bids. This is more attractive for prospective operators because in the past, the blocks chosen by the government often were large swathes of land or sea in which only a small fraction had hydrocarbon reserves. By ofering companies the freedom to choose exactly the areas they want to explore, and their size, the government has a better chance to woo serious energy investors in an efort to help achieve a more cohesive framework of the country’s energy security. Tied to this is the National Data Repository, which is envisaged as a centralised database of geological and hydrocarbon information that will be available to all. Besides allowing potential investors to make informed decisions, this will open up a new sector in India. There are a number of companies around the world that make it their business to simply explore hydrocarbon basins and sell the information they gather. The new initiative seeks to incentivise such prospectors. Companies may also submit applications through the year and not just at designated and often infrequent points, as was the case earlier. The Directorate General of Hydrocarbons has said that while the auctions will be held twice a year for now, the frequency could be increased as soon as the industry grows accustomed to the new system. This, too, will lend more lexibility to the industry. However, there are still some concerns about the implementation of the overall Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy. The policy awards an extra ive points to bidders for an acreage if they have already invested in the exploration and development of that area, but it is doubtful if this is enough of an incentive, since the investment needed to simply explore is signiicant. By contrast, no such preference is given to mineral explorers while auctioning mining rights — instead, a revenue-share from mining operations is their recompense for exploration eforts. This could be considered for the hydrocarbon sector as well. Another concern is whether India can attract enough investment to meet the government’s objective of reducing oil imports by 10% by 2022, especially given the past experience investors have had with large projects such as KGD6. There are after all proven reserves in other parts of the world, such as the Gulf of Mexico, that could still keep investor appetite for Indian acreage weak.
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The new hydrocarbon policy makes exploration more attractive for investors



tancing ourselves from the barbarism that has been unleashed on vulnerable Indians. But this reading is untenable. This form of protest is one of the most spectacular expressions of loss of conidence in elected leaderships, a mass no-conidence motion. We are no longer ‘the people’ in whose name you rule. Democratic citizens need to deepen protests, because lynching and murders are not random or isolated incidents. The link between the issue of cow protection and Hindu-Muslim communal violence has been clear since the late nineteenth century. Worship of the cow was one of the reasons why Muslims felt excluded from the construction of an overtly ‘Hindu’ nation, built around pure and impure food and the consequence of consumption.



last three years have started yielding the desired results (“One lakh suspect irms deregistered”, July 2). Mr. Modi need not feel complacent. Funds parked in Swiss banks have long lown to other tax havens instead of coming back to India. In such matters, the knowledge of our political leaders and bureaucrats, who are said to form a major chunk of Swiss bank account holders, is miles ahead. P.G. Menon, Chennai



The aerosol efect The inding on the huge role aerosols play in weakening the monsoon should push policymakers to combat pollution. India’s agriculture is still dependent on a good monsoon for enhanced productivity. The failure of the monsoon and its afterefects are well known in creating chaos. Measures to boost aforestation with a thrust on improving forest cover, switching over to



renewable sources of energy to meet our ever growing energy needs and zero-tolerance to keep a check on aerosols will go a long way in improving the prospect of a good monsoon. M. Jeyaram, Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu



■ Now that pollution has been named as a major factor in afecting the monsoon, monitoring air quality using systems such as the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research (SAFAR) is a must especially as India is wholly dependent on these seasonal rains. In addition to monitoring vehicle sales, the government can strengthen its commitment to reducing hazardous pollutants by having an odd-even number plate policy and no car days on a pan-India basis. There must also be tighter control over vehicular emissions. Most of our public transport vehicles and even autorickshaws can be seen



belching thick fumes of smoke.



Roots of a dilemma



To dye or not to dye is a Archana Venkata Madhva Raj, mid-life dilemma that seizes Thoothukkudi, Tamil Nadu every one and continues till the end (‘Open page’ – “Looking for that silver There are papers to show lining”, July 2). Having gone that sulphur dioxide through the entire emissions from Europe are experience of the stages of causing problems in the dyeing — from black to slight progression of the grey, and then from white to monsoon. But what about blacker than black and the vast quantities of SO2 being produced in our coal inally surrendering to the power plants? They are sure nature — I remember wasting valuable time and to be causing havoc money on the futile somewhere. While there exercise. A friend of mine appear to be concerted eforts in Europe to contain made me realise the fact that it is only grey hair that SO2 emissions from coal beits a senior executive and power plants, most of our adds dignity to his looks. I own power plants do not stopped dyeing my hair. have them. As a matter of My wife continued with the fact, it is only recently that process for a little longer, our pollution control just to please the children. measures have started including SO2 control to the And, ultimately, she too gave up the process list but we cannot be sure gracefully. Our friends say that even the very few we look great and we like to power plants which have hear this being said again been mandated to have scrubbers to contain SO2 are and again. Krishnamurthy, efective. Can there be a Chennai white paper on this? Shankar Sharma, Mysuru
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But some questions, on issues ranging from demonetisation to national security, must be asked



Prime Minister Narendra Modi, according to his bhakts, alone represents the India of the future: muscular, bold, uncompromising. Those who don’t cheer are anti-national. Bhakts present demonetisation as a panacea to root out black money. The rich suffer and the poor are happy that the ‘haves’ have been targeted. Gains, they say, will be longterm. Bhakts used the electronic media with sound bites to support these perceptions. A foray across the Line of Control is presented as a bold, audacious venture never attempted before. They call it a surgical strike. India’s past is an embarrassment, its icons inglorious and their policies the root cause of conflicts today. Internally, Hindutva and its mindset must prevail. Gau mata must be protected at any cost. Those trading in animals are suspects, and are on occasions, without proof, lynched or killed. Ironically, victims become the accused and the aggressors the aggrieved. The police, when and if present at the time of the onslaught by vigilantes, look on nonchalantly. Externally, they challenge fossilised foreign policy positions. Show the Dragon its place and extol the virtues of Mr. Modi’s Pakistan policy. Praise Mr. Modi for his warm bear hugs and laud him when he refuses to have a dialogue. Either way Mr. Modi is right. Pathankot, Gurdaspur and Uri were the result of Pakistan’s villainy. Those asking questions on security lapses support Pakistan. Bhakts troll you till kingdom come, the moment you seek legitimate answers. That is my Bharat in which I feel like an alien because I do not conform to official policy prescriptions and the Bharatiya Janata Party’s spin on them.



Tragedy of demonetisation Demonetisation is perhaps the most shameful scandal in independent India: ill-conceived and anti-people. The rich got away and the poor stood in queues. A freeze on 86% of cash flows paralysed the economy. Those needing cash for their daily spend were left stranded. Around a hundred died. Most ATMs were not calibrated to receive the new currency.
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Kapil Sibal



Clearly, inadequate thought and preparations went into this knee-jerk decision. The Reserve Bank of India also did not distinguish itself: frequently changing both the milestones and the rules. Its deathly blow to agriculture, employment, trade and business slowed the economy. Millions lost jobs since cash flows reduced to a trickle. Demonetisation clearly failed to realise the threefold objective that Mr. Modi pitched. Terrorism has not waned. Fake currency continues to circulate. Black money, though not in full flow, is picking up. For the bhakts, criticising demonetisation is akin to supporting the black economy. A fortiori, he who is a critic of demonetisation is anti-national. I am a critic. If that is being anti-national, so be it. Surgical interventions, being invasive, if successful, decisively deal with the ailment. If not, there is no real reason for self-praise. While the effort at surgical intervention must be applauded, its impact must be objectively assessed. According to Lt. General Ranbir Singh (DGMO), terrorists had gathered in large numbers across the LoC ready to infiltrate into Jammu and Kashmir. That provided the rationale for the surgical strikes of late September 2016. The attack in November by a



group of heavily armed militants, killing seven Army personnel, including a Major, at the 16 Corps headquarters at Nagrota was a chilling reminder of the continuing threat of militancy.



Killing of Dalits, Muslims Massive escalation of tensions and consequent targeting of soldiers along the LoC has also left dozens of civilians dead after the surgical strikes. That they did not act as a deterrent to infiltration is clear. But any analysis of their efficacy will be seen by the bhakts as supporting Pakistan and they will brand me as anti-national. So be it. The lynching of Dalits and Muslims, allegedly to protect the cow, is a national shame. These vigilantes are the self-appointed ambassadors of the Hindu Right, silently supported by the establishment. Mr. Modi admonished the vigilantes last August but nothing changed. The protests across cities have coerced the Prime Minister to speak again. His words sound hollow. It is he who, during election rallies, eloquently spoke of protecting the cow and putting an end to the ‘pink revolution’. Despite his words, in Jharkhand’s Ramgarh district, Alimuddin Ansari, suspected of carrying “cattle meat” in his van which



was set on fire, was beaten to death. Mr. Modi is aware that it is the politics of hate, which won him Uttar Pradesh, that is the root cause of such vigilantism. Action, not words alone, will stop this madness. Yet those who criticise will be condemned for supporting the killing of cows and being anti-Hindu, thus anti-national. So be it. Consistency is a casualty in Mr. Modi’s Pakistan policy, from a warm handshake, a stopover at Lahore to cold shouldering Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Our foreign policy mandarins are struggling to come to terms with this ambivalence. Pakistan’s hatred for India runs deep. For the Army, this is a necessary imperative for the perpetuation of its military-industrial complex. But any criticism of Mr. Modi’s policy initiatives towards Pakistan invites the wrath of his bhakts. So also when explanations are sought for the security lapses for infiltrations across the border and the consequent loss of lives in Pathankot and Uri. What happened in Gurdaspur is shrouded in mystery. The attempt to storm the Indian Air Force base in Pathankot, kilometres from the international border with Pakistan, raises legitimate questions relating to the security of our sensitive establishments. The parliamentary panel said that “...terrorists might have taken help of channels or networks used by smugglers to infiltrate the border, shelter and carry out terror attack”. Though National Investigation Agency has filed a chargesheet, many questions remain to be answered. Why was our counter-terror establishment caught napping? Why did the forces take three days to secure the airbase? Why was the Joint Investigation Team, with five Pakistani officials, including one from the ISI, allowed to visit the Air Force base, without ensuring reciprocity? At Uri, 19 soldiers were killed by Lashkar-e-Taiba operatives. The public is entitled to know the extent of the security lapses at Pathankot and Uri. But it is anti-national to ask and if we do, the bhakts accuse us of being pro-Pakistan. As a citizen of India, I will continue to question whenever my government needs to justify both its policy prescriptions and their implementation. If for that, I am accused of being anti-national, so be it. Kapil Sibal is a former Union Minister and senior Congress leader



Why we should speak up for Al Jazeera The Saudi demand for shutting down the channel must be resisted on principle



Karan Thapar I wonder if you have noticed the strange silence with which the Saudi demand for shutting down Al Jazeera has been received by the rest of the world? This was one of the 13 demands made by the Saudis and their allies 10 days ago. At the least I would have thought it would be strongly criticised and opposed by journalists. After all, it affects them directly. Yet they seem to be largely silent. Not just in the Gulf. Not just in Delhi. But also, as far as I can tell, in London, Paris, Berlin and even Washington.



Had it been the BBC I cannot believe this would be the case if the demand had been for closing down the BBC or CNN or any Indian channel. So perhaps the reluctance to speak out in support of Al Jazeera arises from of the fact that it is owned by the Qatari royal family. But does that really justify silence? Al Jazeera has established itself as a credible and often outspoken source of news. Its coverage is different to that of the BBC and CNN and, therefore, irreplaceable. Its commentary provides a viewpoint that otherwise would not be heard. Its range covers not just the Arab world, but also countries in Africa and Latin America that are usually ignored. Surely that makes Al Jazeera an invaluable channel regardless of its ownership and any influence that might have on its management or editorial policy? In fact, the truth is Al Jazeera is staffed with reputable Western journalists. Many seem to be from the BBC. They are people whose credentials have long been established. As far as I am concerned, their presence on the Al Jazeera screen affirms the channel’s credibility and reliability. How must they feel when their former colleagues in London keep quiet about the demand to close the channel? Let me, however, go one step further. Once you rule out the ownership of the channel as grounds for keeping silent, then logically there can be only two other grounds for not speaking up in defence of Al Jazeera. First, that you believe the demand is only made rhetorically and not seriously. Second, that it’s not enforceable or, to be more precise, will not be accepted and acted upon by Qatar. I’m afraid these are not credible grounds



for silence. Even if the demand is made rhetorically, surely journalists — if no one else — should oppose a demand by any government to shut down a media organisation? Instead, we should riposte by asking, how dare the Saudis make this demand? How dare they try to throttle freedom of speech? How dare they try to restrict the right of the media to report, explore and expose as it thinks fit? To let even a rhetorical demand go unchallenged, uncriticised and, therefore, not condemned is to accept the legitimacy of such rhetoric. Who knows when similar demands might be made in London or Washington, Delhi or Islamabad? Much the same is true of the belief that the demand to shut down Al Jazeera is unenforceable or will not be accepted by the Qatari government. First, how can you be sure that is the case? And, second, why do you believe the Qataris don’t need international support to stiffen their spine? No doubt the Qatari royal family has the money,
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They may call it anti-national



but who knows when or in what circumstances its political will might flag. Al Jazeera needs and, more importantly, deserves the support of all journalists. Not just because it’s a good and credible news channel. Nor because journalists must stand by and support each other, because if they don’t they will discourage others from doing so. All of that should be taken as given. The real reason why Al Jazeera must be supported has to do with our principles and our values. In a democracy, where free speech is cherished, every voice is valuable, particularly when it’s unpopular and even if it’s wrong. The media exists as a mirror to reflect the reality of our lives and our society. This gives it the right to expose, provoke, offend and disturb. If in the process it’s occasionally wrong, so be it. That might call for correction but never for closing down a channel. The present journalistic silence in response to what’s happening to Al Jazeera is not just inexplicable but also unforgivable. Karan Thapar is a veteran broadcast journalist
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SINGLE FILE



FROM



The colour of horror



FIFTY YEARS AGO



The Andhra Pradesh High Court held to-day [ July 3, Hyderabad] that the “allegation that the present Nizam (the Eighth), Prince Mukkaram Jah, has attempted to dispose of valuable jewellery by smuggling into foreign markets is absolutely baseless.” Dismissing three connected Miscellaneous petitions of certain relations of the Nizam, Mr. Justice Krishna Rao was satisfied that the “entire jewellery in the hands of the late Nizam the Seventh, Mir Osman Ali Khan, was the subject matter of various trust deeds and the entire movable property was inventoried, for the purpose of the Wealth tax.” His Lordship declared that “there is no basis at all for the apprehension that the present Nizam has been attempting to dispose of valuable jewellery, belonging to the estate.”



Vaishna Roy



A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 4, 1917



SUDHAKARA JAIN



Speaking to the audience The audience was so involved in the action unfolding on stage they seemed to forget it wasn’t real. A classroom scene had a teacher caning Dalit students, mocking their high scores, insisting they clean the school toilets. The audience emitted a low growl, voices heckled the teacher. They cried with the widows of dead scavengers, they cheered activists, they mocked lawyers. It was as if they were seeing their lives unfold on stage. In a recent column, arts commentator Sadanand Menon said, “Cultural activism is the politics of locating the self in everyday life and critiquing it.” The play exempliied this. As boys, girls and adults whistled, cried and raged at some stirring scene on stage, one saw how something that could have been a merely competent performance was transformed into a source of strength, into a life-giving force that seemed to visibly arm people with the means to question everything about their lives. Laws can never penetrate deep enough into lived realities. Cultural mobilisation of this kind, calibre and ambition is what frees minds. “The irst step to controlling your world is to control your culture,” said writer Chuck Palahniuk. And Manjal last week did just that. CM YK



JULY 4, 1967



Allegation against Nizam fails



How a play can bring alive a lifetime’s injustices Some seven or eight large black garbage bags are spotlighted on stage. Slowly, they tumble over, and from them emerge men and women, uniformed like conservancy workers. Then, to a low, throbbing beat, one woman collects everyone’s bags and exits. It’s the opening scene of a Tamil play called Manjal that was performed last week in Chennai. Through several charged vignettes like this one, the play sought to highlight what it means to be a Dalit manual scavenger in India. We may have passed a law prohibiting the manual disposal of human excreta in 2013. Bezwada Wilson may have won the Magsaysay Award for his work in this area last year. But the truth is, manual scavenging continues across India, continues to be done by those we term “the lowest castes”, and continues to kill the men who descend into sewage lines to clean them. There is nothing new in the practice, nothing new in shouting it is wrong, nothing new about how agonisingly slow and reluctant the movement has been towards changing a custom that ought to shame us as much as lynching or cow vigilantism does. What is new, however, and what we might tentatively celebrate is what we saw last week at the play. The cavernous Kamarajar Arangam on Chennai’s arterial Mount Road was spilling over. There were people along the aisles, the sides, on the loor, on the steps leading to the stage — there must have been more than 2,000 people. Seldom has a play with a socio-political message of this nature attracted this size of audience. And seldom has this issue been mainstreamed culturally in the way this play managed to do.
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ABSTRACT



CAPE ratio



The rules of the game



Finance A ratio used to gauge whether a stock (or an index) is undervalued or overvalued by comparing its current market price to its inflation-adjusted historical earnings record. It is a variant of the more popular price-to-earnings ratio, and is calculated by dividing the current price of a stock by its average inflation-adjusted earnings over the last ten years. Using average earnings over the last decade helps to smooth out the impact of business cycles and other events, and gives a better picture of a company’s sustainable earnings power. The ratio was invented by American economist Robert Shiller.
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In pictures: First-day upsets at Wimbledon http://bit.ly/WimbledonDay1Upsets



Exploring the various kinds of institutional uncertainty that afect entrepreneurs Prashanth Perumal



For some time now, retrospective taxation has been a major issue of concern for foreign investors thinking about doing business in India. The confiscation of dividends belonging to Cairn Energy by the Income Tax Department in June is the latest event to highlight the significant risk faced by foreign investors due to the unreliable nature of laws in the country. Economists, for long, have emphasised the need for institutions that can provide sound and stable rules to oversee the proper conduct of commerce. American economist Douglass C. North, for instance, characterised institutions as setting “the rules of the game” in any economy. After all, investors seeking profit will not risk their capital in building a business until they can foresee — to a reasonable extent — the



likely returns they could earn on their investment. A government that changes the tax — or any other — law arbitrarily obviously will not instil any sense of confidence in investors about the future.



How they deal with it “A Theory of Entrepreneurship and Institutional Uncertainty,” a 2017 paper by Per L. Bylund and Matthew McCaffrey, explores the various kinds of institutional uncertainty that affect entrepreneurs, and how they react to them. Entrepreneurs, they argue, can deal with institutional uncertainties in four ways: by abiding by the rules, by evading the rules, by altering the rules through institutional entrepreneurship, and, finally, by exiting the system if the rules prove too hard to change. The authors base their analysis primarily on the hierarchical model of in-



stitutions developed by economist Oliver Williamson, and the concept of “regime uncertainty” proposed by economist Robert Higgs in his 1997 paper “Regime Uncertainty: Why the Great Depression Lasted So Long and Why Prosperity Resumed After the War.” Regime uncertainty, where entrepreneurs believe that top-level institutions offer very little protection for their economic rights, represents the worst kind of institutional uncertainty. The authors offer the slump in private investment and other entrepreneurial actions after the Great Depression of the 1930s as an example of the negative effects of regime uncertainty. It may be a useful exercise to explore the extent to which regime uncertainty explains the slump in private investment in India in recent years.



At the Allahabad High Court to-day [ July 3], Mr. Justice Tudball and Mr. Justice Rafiq delivered judgment in the Cawnpore Trunk murder case in which appeal was preferred by the Local Government against the order of the Sessions Judge of Cawnpore acquitting Kunji and Nageli of a charge of a murder. It was alleged that two trunks were found in a third class railway compartment at Jhansi station. In the one, was found the body of a woman whose throat and legs had been cut and in the other some clothing and various articles. No clue could then be obtained as to the identity of the victim and of the murderer. Nearly two months after, the Sessions Judge of Jhansi received an anonymous letter stating that the body was that of the daughter of Pundit Radhelal of Cawnpore and that Debi Sahai was the murderer whose wife would tell the whole story. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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All eyes now on Modi-Xi meet in Germany



FROM PAGE ONE



A reactive narrative will not work: Nitish



Though India continues to push for a lag meeting between local commanders, diplomacy is more likely to save the crisis



Congress slams Centre on border standof



Dinakar Peri New Delhi



He also referred to the Congress’s mishandling of alliances ahead of the Assembly elections in Assam and Uttar Pradesh, and its prolonged indecisiveness over the Opposition’s presidential nominee. “I have said earlier too that I am not the ‘PM face’ of the Opposition for 2019, neither I am eligible,” Mr. Kumar said, adding that the Janata Dal (United) is a regional party. Asked why he did not attend the GST unveiling programme in Parliament, he



said he would have attended it, had he received an invitation from the Central government. He further said the GST is a good system and he had “supported it since the beginning.” “Whatever issue is in the interest of the people and the country, I always support and stand for it,” Mr. Kumar said. Refuting any crack in the ruling grand alliance in Bihar, Mr. Kumar said: “The mahagathbandhan is intact and it is our priority to fulfil its programmes.”



Kashmiri student attacked by masked men in Meerut Staff Reporter Meerut



A Kashmiri student of Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Anees Khan, was allegedly beaten up by a group of masked men on the campus over the weekend, purportedly because he was from Kashmir. The police have registered an FIR and are scanning CCTV footage for clues. “The student complained that his mobile phone was also looted in the attack.. we are exploring all angles,” said Pawan Kumar, the police officer posted at the Medical College police station. Anees, a second semester Zoology student, told The Hindu that a masked man cornered him outside the Botany Department on Saturday evening and asked him his name and place of residence. “When I told him that I am from Kashmiri, two more masked men joined him. They then started shouting at me and beating me. Soon they were joined by about 10 more masked



men. While beating me, they kept telling me that they were doing it because I was a Muslim and a Kashmiri,” Anees added. Anees alleged that the attackers also threatened to kill him. “It was shocking for me…I couldn’t understand what was going on,” he said, adding that an “environment of fear” was being created for students from Kashmir.



Scared of living alone Echoing his sentiments, other Kashmiri students at the university said they were scared of living alone in Meerut. Maqbool, an MA (Economics) student, said Kashmir students have stopped going out alone because of the fear of being targeted. “There is fear that we might get targeted or attacked. Kashmiri students are returnin home now as the exams are over. Let us hope that the situation improves by the time we return, otherwise it would be difficult to live in such an environment of fear,” he said.



The standoff between the Armies of India and China completed 18 days on Monday even as military sources speculated that a diplomatic solution could be in sight. All eyes are now on the meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the G20 summit in Germany later this week. Sources said they were hopeful of a peaceful end to the confrontation before the two leaders meet. As of now, India continues to push for a flag meeting between local commanders. “The soldiers are sitting there facing each other. It will go on till a diplomatic solution is worked out,” a defence source said.



On the offensive Both sides had deployed additional troops after the initial face-off at the SikkimBhutan-Tibet trijunction, on which all three countries have claims. However there



Special Correspondent New Delhi



Safety steps: Workers prepare a barbed wire fencing along the India-China trade route amid dense fog at Nathu-La, 55 km north of Gangtok. REUTERS *



is no further troop addition. “Normally, in a standoff no further reinforcements are sent after the initial push. We have standard procedures for that,” one officer stated. Mr. Modi and Mr. Jinping will be at Hamburg in Germany for the 12th G20 summit on July 7 and 8 during which they are expected to meet. The standoff is expected to figure in their conversation given the intensity it has generated on both sides.



News broke out early last week on the standoff between the two countries at the trijunction which began on June 16 after Chinese troops tried to construct a road in the Bhutanese territory at Doko La over the Zom Cheri ridge. Indian Army personnel present there intervened and stopped the Chinese team from advancing. China reacted sharply to this and charged that “Indian troops trespassed the



recognised and delineated boundary” between the two countries. Breaking silence on the issue, the Centre said last Friday that it was “deeply concerned” at the recent Chinese actions as such construction would represent a significant change of status quo with “serious security implications” for India. India also reiterated its commitment to finding a “peaceful resolution through dialogue” with China.



The Congress slammed the Modi government over the border standoff with China, saying it had been caught napping on the issue, adding that moving from a “reluctant” Defence Minister to a “part-time” one had not helped matters. “There is a serious eyeball- to-eyeball confrontation on the border with 120 Chinese incursions in the last 45 days — and in 2017, there have been 240 incursions,” Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi said, stressing, “Unfortunately, this government has been caught napping.” He described the BJP-led NDA’s defence ministers — Manohar Parrikar and Arun Jaitley — over the last three as “reuctant” and “part time” respectively. Underscoring the reluctance of the government to



Responding to Jaitley’s remarks, Beijing says if India of 2017 is diferent from what it was in 1962, China too has changed Atul Aneja Beijing



China and India’s wrangling over Bhutan escalated on Monday amid accusations by Beijing that the alleged intrusion by Indian troops in the Sikkim sector was a “betrayal” of a former colonialera understanding of the boundary alignment in this area. Adopting a shriller tone in demanding the pullback of Indian forces, from the Doklam area, where there has been a military standoff, the Chinese Foreign Ministry ac-



Salahuddin’s remarks relect freedoms enjoyed by militants NEW DELHI



In a scathing denunciation, India on Monday accused the Pakistani state, and senior officials of defending terrorists who were responsible for cross border attacks against India. Describing the interview on Pakistan’s Geo TV of globally designated terrorist Syed Salahuddin as a “confession”, the Ministry of External Affairs said it highlights the “unabashed manner” in which terrorists enjoy freedom of operation in Pakistan.



“It is a matter of deep regret that senior Pakistan functionaries continue to justify and defend the activities of such internationally designated terrorist entities and leaders who are responsible for killing thousands of innocent civilians over the past three decades,” the official spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs said on Monday evening. “The brazen admission by Salahuddin of perpetrating terrorist attacks on India and having the capacity to carry out such attacks in In-



admit that there was a problem, Mr. Singhvi said that while the Minister of State for Defence had said that there were no Chinese incursions, only transgressions, Home Minister Rajnath Singh had said that talk of intrusions by the Chinese was only “perception”. “We stand solidly with the government when they stand firmly on security issues,” he said, while adding that his party is “alarmed and concerned.”



India made Bhutan distort facts, says China cused New Delhi of virtually manipulating Bhutan to “distort facts,” and engineering a “cover-up” for the “illegal entry” of its forces in its territory. As the war of words escalated, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Geng Shuang responded to remarks by Defence Minister Arun Jaitley that India of 2017 was different from what it was in 1962. “China too is different and will take all necessary measures to safeguard its territorial sovereignty,” Mr. Geng observed.



The Chinese allege that Indian troops have breached New Delhi’s well-recorded position of abiding by the 1890 British-era convention defining the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet. Besides, the boundary between China and Bhutan — a country with which India has special ties — has not been settled, despite 24 rounds of negotiations, which began in the 1980s between Beijing and Thimpu. Asked to comment on breaching an understanding



with Bhutan on maintaining the status quo in areas in dispute, Mr. Geng denied that there was a dispute between Beijing and Thimpu in the Doklam area, at the tri-junction of China, India and Bhutan. “The Chinese side has been stressing that Doklam belongs to China. It is under the effective jurisdiction of China and it is without any dispute. “The boundary between the two countries is yet to be defined but the two sides have a consensus on the



alignment of the boundary. “Regarding that Doklam belongs to China, the two sides have no dispute over that. Doklam has always been under the effective jurisdiction of China,” Mr. Geng said. Mr. Geng’s remarks sharply contradicted the assertion by Vetsop Namgyel, Bhutan’s ambassador to India, who has stated that, “Doklam is a disputed territory and Bhutan has a written agreement with China that pending the final resolution of the boundary issue, peace



Pakistani state responsible BJP watching issures in alliance Nitish Kumar’s remarks have ‘opened a window for an exit’, say party leaders for terrorism, says India Special correspondent



Abhishek Manu Singhvi



dia is a further proof of Pakistan’s continuing policy of cross border terrorism. His confession of assistance in such activities from Pakistan also affirms the complicity of Pakistan’s state structure in using terrorist proxies as a matter of policy against the neighbours,” he said. Pakistan, however, on Monday dismissed the U.S. declaration on Salahuddin saying it was not a UN decision but a move by the Trump administration to “appease” India. (with inputs from PTI)



Two militants killed in Pulwama operation



Nistula Hebbar NEW DELHI



The BJP is watching developments in Bihar and its now fractious Maha Gathbandhan (Grand Alliance)government of the Janata Dal (U) ( JD[U]), the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the Congress, with great interest. Sources in the party admitted that Chief Minister Nitish Kumar had, with his latest statements, “opened a window for an exit” from the alliance. Speaking to The Hindu, a senior BJP office bearer from the State, on condition of anonymity, said Mr. Kumar’s latest statements show that not only is he “uncomfortable with the Congress even more than the RJD” but that “he is riding on two boats.” “For the BJP, why shouldn’t we want to enter into an alliance that will bring Bihar to us, but it has to be with the understanding that not only is Prime Minister Narendra Modi the undisputed leader of the NDA, but



Jury is still out: A ile photo of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and RJD chief Lalu Prasad, in Patna. RANJEET KUMAR *



will be for 2019. Jo roti daal sab ko parosi jaa rahi hai, aap bhi wahi khayenge (whatever is being served to others will be served to you),” explained the leader rather evocatively.



Echoes earlier break “Nitish Kumar is behaving the same way he behaved when he was breaking his alliance with us, in 2013. He is snubbing the Congress, RJD, not going for joint meetings,



and voting for the NDA candidate. These are all signs that he is calculating an exit, but we feel it will take some more time,” he added. The BJP is expecting support from Mr. Kumar in the upcoming vice presidential polls too — a move they say will have more repercussions for the Mahagathbandhan. At a morning Jan Samvad programme in Patna, Mr. Kumar had castigated the Con-



gress and other opposition parties for “reactive politics” and for not drawing up a social and political agenda to take to the people. He is said to have been upset with the Congress party for projecting Congress leader Meira Kumar as its presidential candidate when he would have preferred a non-Congress person like Gopalkrishna Gandhi. Mr. Kumar is also said to be upset with leader of the opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azad’s for his criticism after he (Mr. Kumar) announced for announcing support for the NDA’s presidential candidate Ram Nath Kovind, breaking ranks with other opposition parties. “We anticipate that the trigger could be charges of graft being framed against members of Lalu Prasad’s (RJD chief ) family. Whatever it is, it is a while away, according to us,” said the source.



and tranquillity should be maintained in the area.” The current round of border tensions was triggered by the construction of a road by China in the Doklam area. New Delhi has maintained that a road there will threaten its national security. Analysts say that if built, the road will provide China further access to the Chumbi Valley, adding to the vulnerability of the “Chicken’s Neck” — a narrow corridor that links the north-east with the rest of India.



I am govt.’s real target: former FM Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Former Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram on Monday said he was the real target of the government, though notices were being issued by the investigating agencies to his son Karti Chidambaram. “The whole world knows that I am the real target of the government. However, notices are being issued to Karti Chidambaram. He will respond to the notices,” he said. Mr. Chidambaram said his son was travelling when the CBI’s notice was received in Chennai. “Hence, his lawyer informed the CBI that the notice will be placed before him on his return and he will respond,” he said. Even before the said notice was issued, Mr. Karti had filed a statement before the CBI. “He had made it clear that he has no connection with the matter,” he added.



Two civilians also injured in action by security forces



Pro-Kovind wave likely in northeast



Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



Two militants were killed in a day-long encounter in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district on Monday even as local residents clashed with personnel of the cordonand-search operation party. Two civilians were also injured in the action by security forces, said a Srinagarbased police spokesman. A police official said security forces developed a contact with a group of militants hiding at Bahmnoo village, Pulwama, early on Monday morning. In the ensuing gunfight, one local militant’s body was spotted lying on the ground. Two holed up militants engaged security forces in a day-long gunbattle. In the afternoon, one more holed up militant was shot dead. “Maybe one or more than one militant are still hiding in the area,” he said. Preliminary reports suggest two local militants, Jehangeer and Kifayat, were reportedly trapped at the CM YK



After Trinamool MLAs broke ranks, Congress MLAs also may back NDA nominee Nistula Hebbar NEW DELHI



Battle wounds: An injured jawan being taken to hospital after an encounter in Pulwama. NISSAR AHMAD *



encounter site. A third militant, a resident of Jammu’s Reasi area, is among those holed up at the site. These militants are said to be belonging to the Hizbul Mujahideen. However, till late Monday evening the bodies of the militants were not retrieved from the area. In a bid to help the militants escape, local residents hurled stones and blocked roadways near the encounter site. “Two civilians sustained bullet injuries and were shifted to Srinagar,” said hospital sources.



Over a dozen protesters were injured. Security forces used tear gas shells and live bullets to break up the protests, attempting to converge on the encounter site.



Woman injured In a separate incident, a policeman and a woman were injured when militants opened fire at a market in Anantnag. “Militants opened fire near the Bus Stand. One policeman, Ghulam Hassan Sheikh, was injured,” said the police spokesman.



The NDA’s presidential candidate Ram Nath Kovind is not only getting additional votes from six Trinamool Congress MLAs in Tripura, the BJP expects two out of the three Congress MLAs in the State also to extend support to him. Mr. Kovind will be visiting the northeastern States on July 6 and 7 and party leaders say that his support base will show a substantial increase over and above the strength of the NDA in these States.



Hectic schedule According to senior BJP leaders involved with Mr. Kovind’s campaign, he will land in Guwahati on the morning on July 6 and directly fly to Arunachal Pradesh where he will meet



members of the BJP legislative group. “He will return to Guwahati for an overnight stay; in the evening MLAs supporting his candidature from Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram will meet him,” said the office bearer. “We are expecting support from six Trinamool Congress MLAs in Tripura, two Congress MLAs from the State and substantial support from 15 independent MLAs in Meghalaya apart from Conrad Sangma’s National People’s Party (NPP),” the source added. The next day, Mr.. Kovind will meet MLAs from Nagaland and Manipur. He will be accompanied by Union minister for Rural Development Narendra Singh Tomar, BJP general secretary in charge of northeastern states, Ram Madhav, BJP’s chief whip in



Ram Nath Kovind the Lok Sabha Rakesh Singh, and tribal MP Ram Vichar Netam.



Maximising support “Our effort is to ensure that we maximise the support for our candidate from the northeast, to push the over all percentage of votes in his favour over 65% of the electoral college,” said the party official. The Trinamool Con-



gress on Monday said it was “distancing” itself from party MLAs who have declared support for Mr.. Kovind. The task of drumming up support for Mr. Kovind has fallen on Assam Finance Minister and convenor of the northeast chapter of the NDA, the North East Democratic Alliance — Himanta Biswa Sarma. While not confirming the news about the crossing over of Congress MLAs, Mr.. Sarma said he “welcomed the support from Trinamool MLAs and hopes that more support for Mr.. Kovind will be forthcoming from the northeast.” Six independent Rajya Sabha members have also pledged support to Mr.. Kovind, including Rajeev Chandrashekhar, Amar Singh, Parimal Nathwani, Sadananda Kakde.



Nitish lays attack on journalist Special COrrespondent PATNA



In response to the allegation by journalist Ataharuddin Munne Bharti, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, on the sidelines of his weekly Lok Samvad programme in Patna on Monday, said, “Such acts will not be tolerated at all in the State and we are keeping a close watch on this.” Mr. Bharti, a programme coordinator with NDTV India, had written in his blog, and tweeted tagging the Bihar CM and others, that he had been forced to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’ by a group of men who had also threatened to set the vehicle occupied by his aged parents and wife on fire. The incident allegedly took place on a national highway in Muzaffarpur. A ND-ND
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Not Jerusalem, Tel Aviv to remain Embassy’s location Reiterating commitment to two-state solution, Modi says India’s stance on the mission will hinge on the ‘inal-status’ agreement between Israel and Palestine cess with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during his visit, including the need for a two-state solution on the lines of 1967 and giving East Jerusalem to Palestine as its capital.



Suhasini Haidar JERUSALEM



Affirming India’s traditional support for the “two-state” solution between Israel and Palestine, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India will support all efforts for a resolution, including on the contentious issue of Jerusalem, which Israel has claimed in its entirety since 1967. In the clearest position of India’s stand on the Jerusalem question, the Prime Minister said the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv will remain there at least until a “finalstatus” agreement between the two parties. “We believe in a two-state solution in which both Israel and a future Palestinian state coexist peacefully,” Mr. Modi said in an interview to Israeli newspaper Israel Hayom. “India supports all efforts to find an acceptable solu-



Big event: A view of the Tel Aviv Fairgrounds, where Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address people of Indian origin on July 5. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



tion to all the pending issues, including Jerusalem. I assume the question refers to our embassy in Tel Aviv. We will take a decision on that after both sides have come to



an agreement on Jerusalem,” he said. In an interview to The Hindu on Monday, Palestine’s Presidential diplomatic adviser had repeated



the demand for east Jerusalem as the capital of the Palestinian state, suggesting the Mr. Modi should discuss the need for the resumption of the West Asian peace pro-



Only bilateral ties Responding to a question from journalists on Monday, however Israeli officials said that Israel, like India would prefer to have “political process with its neighbour” to be “bilateral”. “I think India in particular would understand this,” said Daniel Carmon, Israel’s Ambassador to India, indicating that Israel does not welcome “third-party” interventions in the matter. No country maintains an Embassy in Jerusalem, and even the Trump administration that had promised to move the U.S. mission recently put off the decision.
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Mission Maccabiah: Indian team takes guard How an octogenarian keeps the contingent at the Jewish Olympics inspired — despite the heavy odds Suhasini Haidar Tel Aviv/Jerusalem



For 60 years, octogenarian Sam Marshall’s mission has been to ensure that the Indian team gets to the Maccabiah Games in Israel — also known as the ‘Jewish Olympics’ — and brings home medals. This year, the games are in Jerusalem, and by coincidence, will be inaugurated during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel. Mr. Marshall flew into Tel Aviv on Sunday with a team of 30, including a cricket team (India won the silver medal in 2013), badminton and tennis players, and swimmers. They will march in the ceremony on



IN BRIEF



Sam Marshall



Thursday in khadi jackets and kurtas. Mr. Marshall says he hopes to meet the PM at an Indian diaspora event, but wants more than the government’s blessings. “Each year, it is getting harder and harder to raise



funds for the team,” Mr. Marshall told The Hindu in Tel Aviv, where the team is practising. “We would be grateful for the government’s support, which will help nurture talent among our small minority community; we have approached Sports Minister Vijay Goel with our request.” Most of the team come from Maharashtra’s BeneIsrael community, from families that barely eke out a living. Sport, he says, is the one chance they have of better futures. The cricket team includes children of farmers and religious scholars, many of whom have struggled to finish their education. The captain,



Bensiyon Songavkar, who has played in the Ranji trophy, came from an office clerk’s family in Rajkot, one of the few Jewish families left there. Most team members had never left their home towns before this trip, let alone go abroad. The toughest part, he says, is keeping the team together, given rising costs, and the community’s dwindling numbers in India. The cost of training, equipment, and travel, Mr. Marshall says, is about ₹50 lakh, and donors and sponsors cover less than half of that. Then there is attrition. Ironically, the Games are partly the cause. On average, he says, about a third of the



team each time either chooses to “make Alliya” — migrate to Israel — either immediately or soon after, for the opportunities or for religious reasons. “They call me a dream merchant for that reason,” says Mr. Marshall, who clearly revels in his role. An avid sportsman himself, he remembers his first Maccabiah, in 1957, when the Indian team — including him — earned three golds and three silvers. He made history on the tennis team, when he and son Yossi played doubles in 2013. He sometimes fills in on other teams, when they are short. Mr Marshall says, laughing, “You’re only as old as you feel.”



Israel to help ensure food security in India Countries to sign strategic partnership Suhasini Haidar JERUSALEM



The Israeli Foreign Ministry on Monday unveiled the final agenda for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s historic visit to the West Asian nation, where he will be escorted throughout by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as they visit a floriculture farm, a memorial for Indian soldiers in Haifa, a desalination programme on a beach, lunch with business CEOs from India and Israel together, as well as address a gathering of about 5,000 Israeli citizens of Indian origin in Tel Aviv. India and Israel will sign a unique Strategic Partnership on non-security issues including Agriculture, Water, Science, technology and Space, said Mark Sofer, Deputy Director General of the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s Asia-Pacific department. “Strategic partnership means a lot of things… including first and foremost food security…. [India] needs to feed and provide sustenance in the form of water to its 1.3 billion people and this visit will be predicated on the relationship on issues we can cooperate on which will bring maximum benefits to people of both sides,” said Mr. Sofer, in reply to a question about why India and Israel were not signing a full-fledged Strategic partnership, despite close defence ties. On his arrival on Tuesday in Tel Aviv, Mr. Modi will receive protocol reserved only for the U.S. President and the Pope, as Mr. Netanyahu greets him at the airport for



Benjamin Netanyahu a welcome ceremony. Also present will be priests of different faiths including rabbis, imams and priests.



Joint statement Both leaders will then travel to the Danziger floriculture farm in a village community also called a “Moshav” not far from the airport. Mr. Modi will then pay respects at Israel’s holocaust memorial “Yad Vashem” in Jerusalem. Both leaders are expected to make statements before Mr. Modi heads for dinner at Mr. Netanyahu’s residence on Tuesday night. During his entire stay in Jerusalem, Mr. Modi will stay at the King David Hotel, which is historic as it was bombed by a Zionist group in 1946 during Israel’s struggle for nationhood. It is the hotel most heads of state have been hosted at ever since, and local newspapers say Mr. Modi will stay in the same suite of rooms U.S. President Trump stayed in during his visit in May. On Wednesday, the leaders and their delegations will hold talks, sign several agreements and issue a joint statement.



Contempt action against Arundhati Roy stayed Case tantamount to choking the voice of opposition: author



Sotheby’s to auction Gandhiji’s sketch



Legal Correspondent



LONDON



NEW DELHI



A rare pencil portrait of Mahatma Gandhi from 1931 will go under the hammer at a Sotheby’s auction here on July 11, fetching between £8,000 and £12,000. A collection of letters by Gandhiji to the family of Sarat Chandra Bose too will be auctioned. Gandhiji usually refused to sit for photographs or before an artist, making this work by John Henry Amshewitz rare, Sotheby’s said. Gandhiji has inscribed the sketch with “Truth is God/MK Gandhi/4.12.’31’.”PTI



GST law does not discriminate: Centre NEW DELHI



The government on Monday sought to quell rumours by saying that the GST legislation does not differentiate between religious organisations. “There are some messages going around on social media stating that temple trusts have to pay the GST while churches and mosques are exempt,” an official statement said. “This is untrue because no distinction is made in the GST law on any provision based on religion. We request people not to circulate such messages.”



Court asks for report on Azam’s remarks on Army LUCKNOW



A court here on Monday asked the police to submit a report on whether an FIR was lodged against senior Samajwadi Party (SP) leader and former Uttar Pradesh Minister Mohammad Azam Khan for his “derogatory” comments against the Army. The Chief Judicial Magistrate’s (in-charge) court passed the order on a complaint from the wife of an officer in the security forces. The complainant alleged that Mr. Khan, on June 28, had termed the Army personnel as “rapists”, which she said was “derogatory”. PTI



CM YK



The Supreme Court on Monday stayed criminal contempt proceedings against author and Booker Prize winner Arundhati Roy for publishing an article expressing her personal anguish in the prosecution and incarceration of paraplegic former Delhi University professor G.N. Saibaba. Saibaba was, later in March 2017, sentenced to life imprisonment for Maoist links. When the Bench led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar asked whether she would like to tender an apology for her article and end the case against her, Ms. Roy, through her counsel, bluntly refused the offer. “This is not at all a case for an apology,” senior advocate C.U. Singh, flanked by advocate Prashant Bhushan, responded to the court.



anguish at the plight of Mr. Saibaba, who is ninety per cent disabled, wheelchairbound and suffers from a degenerative medical condition that requires constant medical care.



Arundhati Roy Immediately thereafter, the CJI ordered further proceedings in the Bombay High Court to be stayed. Ms. Roy had argued that the criminal case against her was tantamount to choking the voice of opposition in a democracy and produced an “intense chilling effect” on the fundamental right of free expression. The article published in an English magazine, Mr. Singh said, had only revealed the author’s personal



‘No mala fide motive’ She contended there was no “game plan” or “mala fide motive” to interfere in the administration of justice on behalf of Mr. Saibaba. “By criticising the actions or the lack thereof, of the Legislature, the Judiciary or the Executive, a citizen is merely exercising his or her fundamental right to express ‘opposition’ to the government or one of its wings. Such opposition is fundamental to the very meaning of democracy and should be recognised as a basic feature of the Constitution of India,” Ms. Roy had contended against the December 23, 2015 criminal contempt notice served on her.



SC takes a maiden step towards paperless court Slick interactive digital display devices replace stacks of iles Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



The familiar presence of heaps of case files on the judges’ dais at Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar’s courtroom was conspicuous in their absence on Monday. Their absence heralds the Supreme Court’s first move towards a “paperless” court. Slick interactive digital display devices have replaced towering stacks of files found perched precariously on the judges’ desks. These devices will guide the judges through the daily roster of cases. In a candid comment, Justice Khehar told the courtroom at large that “it is



easier to function without the paper files.” Later in the day, he was overheard giving a few tips to his companion judge on the Bench, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, about accessing files on the display device. “We are learning,” the Chief Justice said to the advocates in the courtroom.



‘Hassle-free atmosphere’ Chief Justice Khehar said the uncluttered desk had ushered in a hassle-free atmosphere, which is in fact good for the lawyers arguing their cases. Otherwise, judges, lawyers, litigants and court staff had to deal with multiple copies of volumin-



ous petitions and bulky annexures running into thousands of pages on a daily basis. A Supreme Court statement said it had made all preparations to evolve as a paperless court. “As the concept of paperless court involves various technical and functional issues, it is proposed to implement the project gradually, as it would be a new method of working for the advocates and the judges.” It said that “at the first instance, only fresh matters listed in the first five courts will be accessed by the judges digitally on an interactive display device.” A ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE



Army vacates land, harbour in Jafna About 200 displaced families return to Myliddy; 4,700 acres in the peninsula are still held by forces Meera Srinivasan



ance’s Jaffna district parliament M.A. Sumanthiran said on Monday the release of Myliddy fishing harbour was of symbolic significance. “The rest of the land must also be released, as per the promise of the #lka govt,” he tweeted.



COLOMBO



Singapore PM denies nepotism charges SINGAPORE



Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong on Monday strongly rejected as “baseless” claims from his siblings of abuse of power and nepotism as he faced Parliament over a political drama that has shocked tightly-controlled Singapore. The dispute started when the PM’s siblings accused him of exploiting their father’s legacy for his own political agenda. AFP



Assad features on Syrian note for irst time DAMASCUS



The Syrian Central Bank has released the war-ravaged country’s largest currency note yet, featuring the face of President Bashar al-Assad for the irst time. The new £2,000 note went into circulation in several regions on Sunday, according to Central Bank Governor Duraid Dergham. AFP



Macron proposes to cut MP numbers by a third VERSAILLES/PARIS



In an address to the two Chambers gathered at the Palace of Versailles, French President Emmanuel Macron on Monday proposed a one-third reduction in the number of lawmakers in both Houses of parliament. Meanwhile, a man has been charged with plotting to assassinate President Emmanuel Macron at France’s Bastille Day military parade. AFP



Death toll in Pakistan oil tanker ire rises to 205 MULTAN



The death toll from an oil tanker explosion in central Pakistan in June has risen to at least 205 people, government oicials said on Monday. The tanker overturned on a main highway from Karachi to Lahore. AFP



The Sri Lankan army on Monday returned 54 acres of land in the fishing village of Myliddy in Jaffna peninsula to its original residents, after occupying it for nearly three decades. Consequently, about 200 families living in welfare centres for the war-affected, returned with friends and relatives to where they lived before the country’s civil war displaced them. Fisher folk from the coastal village, who have for long sought access to the Myliddy fishing harbour, also in the military’s high security zone and out of reach, can finally fish there after years of struggle.



Security situation The army has released the land after taking into account security considerations, the government’s reconciliation efforts and the livelihoods of people, Jaffna army commander Major General Darshana Het-



New hope: Fishermen at work in a village in Jafna. tiarachchi told The Hindu. “Before releasing land, we assess the security situation, looking at whether there is any security threat in the area, or whether there is a possible LTTE resurgence. Asked about the current security situation, Mr. Hettiarachchi said: “It is 100% okay,” adding that there was no threat of LTTE resurgence. “There are some crimes



to impeach Mr. Masheeh in March ended in chaos when Maldives President Abdulla Yameen ordered troops to eject some lawmakers from parliament. That prompted the U.S. to urge the Maldives to restore faith in democracy.



Agence France-Presse Colombo



Maldives Opposition parties on Monday launched a new bid to seize control of Parliament through a third attempt to impeach the Speaker. An Opposition coalition said it had submitted a noconfidence motion with the support of 45 MPs — enough to force a vote in the 85member Majlis, or Parliament. The main Opposition Maldivian Democratic party (MDP) said the coalition now has a majority in the chamber. “Forty five signatures means we, the Opposition coalition, now command parliament majority,” MDP legislator Eva Abdulla said. A



Maldives President Abdullah Yameen is facing stif opposition. AP *



previous attempt to impeach Speaker Abdulla Masheeh in April failed when the number of signatures required for a no-trust motion against the Speaker was raised to 50% of the House, up from one-third. The first attempt



Target Iraqi troops as battle nears end



Agence France-Presse



The Islamic State group is striking back as Iraqi forces are on the cusp of full victory in Mosul, sending women suicide bombers to target soldiers as the battle for the country’s second-largest city nears its end. At least 15 people were killed in the latest assaults across Iraq, officials said on Monday.



Perils remain The attacks underscore the intense violence still plaguing the battered nation and the perils that will remain even after IS militants are pushed out of Mosul. On Monday morning in Mosul’s Old City neighbourhood, the scene of IS’ last stand, where soldiers are fast closing in on the last re-



such as burglary and robbery, which come under the purview of the police.” Residents have demanded that the remaining land in army control also be released soon. According to the Ministry of Resettlement, the armed forces have so far released over 70,000 acres, amid a series of protests by residents in different parts of the Tamil-majority Northern



Third attempt by Opposition to seize control of Parliament



Eight dead in Bangladesh factory blast



MOSUL



MEERA SRINIVASAN



No-conidence motion against Maldives Speaker



15 die as IS women bombers strike Mosul Associated Press



*



maining pocket of militants, two women suicide bombers, hiding among a group of fleeing civilians, targeted Iraqi troops, killing one soldier and wounding several others. And at a camp for displaced people in Iraq’s western Anbar province, a suicide bomber dressed in a woman’s all-covering robe killed 14 on Sunday evening, a provincial official said. After days of fierce battles, the militant-held territory in Mosul is rapidly shrinking, with IS now controlling just over 1 sq km in all, or about 0.40 square miles. Using women as suicide bombers is apparently the latest tactic by the militants, Sgt. Ali Abdullah Hussein said as he returned from the front line.



Uphill struggle The Opposition coalition, led by exiled former Maldives president Mohamed Nasheed, is trying to undermine Mr. Yameen before elections next year. The Opposition faces an uphill struggle, with all their key leaders out of the country or in jail after a crackdown on dissent under Mr. Yameen’s leadership.



Province. An official figure for land still under militaryoccupation was not available, but according to local estimates, around 4,700 acres in Jaffna peninsula are yet to be released. After he was elected in 2015, President Maithripala Sirisena assured the northern Tamils that he would release their land as a step forward in reconciliation. The Tamil National Alli-



Infrastructure support Even after residents return, there is an evident need for infrastructure support. In Myliddy, for instance, none of the homes of the 200 families have survived the war. “The Resettlement Ministry has a plan to build some houses, but we need a comprehensive housing scheme that covers all the displaced families of Myliddy,” Jaffna’s Government Agent (corresponds to the district collector in India) N. Vethanayahan said. Moreover, there are currently no schools or hospitals in the vicinity for Myliddy residents who have just returned. They have no choice but to continue attending schools far away, he pointed out.



Qatar responds to Saudi demands Deadline was extended by 48 hours Associated Press DOHA



Arab nations isolating Qatar extended a deadline on Monday for the energy-rich country to respond to their demands by another 48 hours, allowing its top diplomat to carry a handwritten response to Kuwait’s ruler in an effort to end the diplomatic crisis. Whether another two days will be enough to end the crisis, however, may be a stretch. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain already have plans to meet in Cairo on Wednesday to discuss their next moves. Meanwhile, Qataris signed a wall bearing a black-stencil likeness of their ruler, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, as officials in the host country of the 2022 FIFA World Cup maintain that they won’t allow other nations to dictate their foreign policy. The crisis began on June 5, as the countries cut off



Trump asks Xi for help with N. Korea Discussion comes days ahead of the G20 summit, which will be held in Germany Javier C. Hernandez



U.S. President Donald Trump spoke with Chinese President Xi Jinping on Monday to appeal for his help with what he called the “growing threat” posed by North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme, the White House has said. The U.S. and China have clashed recently over Washington’s arms sale to Taiwan, among other issues. Mr. Trump also spoke with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan about North Korea, and they highlighted “their unity with respect to increasing pressure on the regime to change its dangerous path,” the administration said. The discussions are taking place at a delicate time in the Asian region and just several days before world leaders are set to converge in



Mr. Xi to do more to punish the North. The Trump administration last week imposed sanctions on a Chinese bank, accusing it of acting as a conduit for illicit North Korean financial activity.



Uneasy talks: U.S. President Donald Trump with Chinese President Xi Jinping. FILE PHOTO/NYT *



Germany for the Group of 20 summit meeting, which starts on Friday.



Belligerent behaviour North Korea’s belligerent behaviour continues to dominate diplomatic talks, and analysts have warned of the possibility of another nuclear test. Mr. Trump had for



months based his strategy on the hope that China, North Korea’s chief ally and trading partner, could persuade Pyongyang to abandon its weapons programme. But Mr. Trump acknowledged recently that those efforts had failed. As a result, he has escalated pressure on
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After the ire



Tensions escalate Washington has taken a series of additional steps recently seen as affronts to Beijing, including accusing the Chinese government of human rights violations and selling $1.4 billion in weapons to Taiwan, which China regards as its territory. In the latest sign of tension, an U.S. naval destroyer on Sunday sailed near disputed territory claimed by Beijing in the South China Sea, prompting a furious response from the Chinese government. NYT



U.S. team in Pakistan for security talks Agence France-Presse



Dhaka



Islamabad



At least eight people were killed and up to 50 injured after a boiler exploded at a garment factory in Bangladesh on Monday, authorities said. Dozens of labourers were on site at the factory in an industrial district outside Dhaka when a blast tore through the six-storey building, causing its walls and a roof to collapse. “It is a terrible scene. Fire brigade officers have arrived and are doing rescue work. The factory’s boiler exploded and the blast also affected other buildings near the factory,” police officer Harunur Rashid said. The factory is owned by textiles manufacturer Multifabs, which makes clothing for mostly European brands according to its website.



U.S. Senate delegation led by top Republican John McCain flew over Pakistan’s tribal areas on Monday after meeting Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to discuss regional security, as Washington gears up to send more troops to neighbouring Afghanistan. The visit by members of the influential Senate Armed Services Committee came days after Islamabad slammed Washington’s decision to sanction a Kashmiri militant leader. The relationship between the U.S. and Pakistan has been strained at times with some in Washington believing Islamabad has not done enough to bring its influence to bear to persuade the Afghan Taliban to renounce violence. Mr. McCain said “close cooperation between the U.S. and Pakistan was essential for securing peace and stability in the region” at the meeting with Mr. Sharif and other top Pakistani officials in Islamabad, according to a statement from the PMO.



Head-on collision: An aerial view shows ire and rescue workers near the wreckage of a passenger bus in northern Bavaria in Germany on Monday. Eighteen people were killed when the bus burst into lames after colliding with a lorry on a motorway, police said in what is among Germany’s worst bus accidents. GETTY IMAGES *



McCartney settles song rights suit



U.K. govt. under pressure over public sector pay, austerity



Agence France-Presse



Vidya Ram



New York



LONDON



Paul McCartney has reached a settlement over copyright to the Beatles catalogue, avoiding a legal battle that could have had wide ramifications for the music business. McCartney filed a lawsuit in January in a U.S. court to secure rights from Sony ATV Music Publishing in the wake of a British judicial ruling that shook up the industry. Michael Jacobs, a lawyer for McCartney, late last week informed a judge that the two sides “have resolved this matter by entering into a confidential settlement agreement” and that the lawsuit could be dismissed.



Could Indian nurses and other public sector workers in the U.K. be in line for a pay rise, after four years of a 1% pay cap for public sector workers? Hopes that the government could give way on an issue, which has been a crucial part of its austerity drive, have risen in recent days as senior Cabinet members have broken ranks to express their support for such a move. If allowed, it would mark a major reversal of the government’s approach, and a sign of the impact that the emboldened Labour Party of Jeremy Corbyn is having after significantly increasing its parliamentary presence in the election, as well as the



CM YK



diplomatic ties with Qatar over their allegations that the world’s top producer of liquefied natural gas uses it wealth to fund extremist groups and has overly warm ties to Iran. The quartet of countries first restricted Qatar’s access to their airspace and ports, while sealing its only land border, which it shares with Saudi Arabia. They later issued a 13-point list of demands on June 22 to end the stand-off and gave Qatar 10 days to comply. Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani travelled later to Kuwait City, carrying a note from Sheikh Tamim, according to the state-run Kuwait News Agency. Kuwaiti and Qatari officials did not respond to questions about what the letter said, though a photograph from the meeting showed Kuwait’s ruler Sheikh Sabah Al Sabah reading it without expression.



Labour is turning up heat on Tories; Cabinet members have broken ranks to express their support for easing spending cuts Democratic Unionist Party of Northern Ireland, which also opposes a number of austerity measures. Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson was the latest figure reported to support the easing of the controversial cap on wages, a person close to the Minister told the Guardian on Monday. A day earlier, Environment Secretary Michael Gove told the BBC the government should listen to the pay review bodies, while last week, Defence Secretary Michael Fallon also raised the possibility of a wage rise for the army and beyond. Other senior government figures have urged a review of the government’s approach on key spending issues, with Damien Green, the First Secretary of State,



parties during the election campaign. Last week, Conservative MPs, including Mr. Johnson, alongside their DUP allies, voted down a Labour party proposal to amend the Queen’s Speech to include a commitment to ending the public sector pay cap. The motion was narrowly defeated by 323 to 309. Boris Johnson



arguing in a speech in London over the weekend that the government might have to consider its policy to tuition fees for university students (the Labour party has pledged to scrap the controversial fees, which were brought in by the government of Tony Blair in 1998



Michael Gove



and have remained a divisive issue since). Justine Greening, the Education Secretary, has been pushing for an extra £1 billion in funding for schools. Pressure on the schooling system is another major area of public concern, highlighted by the Labour and Liberal Democrat



Exodus of staff The Labour Party accused the government of hypocrisy. “The faux concern from Tory MPs on the public sector pay cap is hypocrisy personified,” tweeted their spokesperson on education, Angela Rayner, on Monday. Pay and working conditions across the public sector have become an increasing



focal point of concern, particularly around the NHS, which is facing an exodus of staff following the Brexit vote. Figures published by the National Midwifery Council showed a sharp rise in the numbers of midwives and nurses leaving the profession, including from the U.K., while numbers joining has slowed down. “A badge of shame for Theresa May…Result of Tory public sector pay cap and neglect of our NHS,” tweeted Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. The Conservatives commitment to austerity has faced increased pressure following the deal struck with the DUP to spend an additional £1 billion in Northern Ireland over the next two years.



‘Essential partnership’ He also “attached importance to (U.S.) relations with Pakistan, which remained a close friend and ally”, the statement continued. Mr. Sharif also called the Pakistan-U.S. partnership “essential”, and reiterated Pakistan’s commitment to an Afghan-led peace process in Afghanistan, with strong relations between Washington, Kabul and Islamabad a “prerequisite”, according to the statement. Later on Monday, the Senators flew with the military over South Waziristan in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas to see progress on infrastructure built there with U.S. assistance. A ND-ND
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market watch 03-07-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,222 ddddddddddddddd0.97 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.88 ddddddddddddd -0.46 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,400 ddddddddddddd -0.03 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 49.20 ddddddddddddddd2.95



Close vigil on GST rollout progress Special emphasis on keeping prices of essential commodities under check; weekly meetings on anvil smooth,” he said. In a statement, the Finance Ministry indicated that such meetings would take place on a weekly basis.



Special Correspondent NIFTY 50



NEW DELHI PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1587.60. . . . . . . 19.55 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 368.00. . . . . . . . . 4.95 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 247.45. . . . . . . . . 0.90 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1120.25. . . . . . . 17.30 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 685.25. . . . . . . . . 0.65 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517.25. . . . . . . . -0.10 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2789.35. . . . . . . . -1.85 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 161.85. . . . . . . . . 0.20 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 382.05. . . . . . . . . 2.35 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23507.80. . . . . 180.55 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 649.35. . . . . . . . . 9.95 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 551.85. . . . . . . . -3.75 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248.85. . . . . . . . . 4.60 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2682.55. . . . . . . . -7.55 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27766.80. . . . . 727.40 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 367.10. . . . . . . . . 5.65 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 838.15. . . . . . -12.75 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1621.65. . . . . . . . . 6.70 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1658.60. . . . . . . . . 6.55 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3776.10. . . . . . . 74.75 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196.65. . . . . . . . . 5.70 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1097.75. . . . . . . 18.15 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1075.30. . . . . . . . -0.85 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.05. . . . . . . . -0.10 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1490.95. . . . . . . 12.00 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 397.75. . . . . . . 23.20 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 951.90. . . . . . . 16.35 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 386.90. . . . . . . . . 1.70 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342.50. . . . . . . 18.85 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 948.85. . . . . . . . -6.90 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1687.25. . . . . . . . -0.35 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1054.50. . . . . . . . -5.35 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1366.45. . . . . . . 17.85 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7354.00. . . . . 136.40 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156.75. . . . . . . . -2.20 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.10. . . . . . . . . 1.80 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 211.45. . . . . . . . . 0.90 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1381.05. . . . . . . . . 1.05 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274.85. . . . . . . . . 1.20 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 552.00. . . . . . . . -3.70 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 430.25. . . . . . . . -2.30 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 266.05. . . . . . . . . 2.75 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.40. . . . . . . . -0.15 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 550.60. . . . . . . . . 4.85 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2373.60. . . . . . . 11.25 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 381.25. . . . . . . . -0.75 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 3998.85. . . . . . . 39.75 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254.30. . . . . . . . . 5.25 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259.60. . . . . . . . . 1.25 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1492.75. . . . . . . 29.25 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 490.50. . . . . . . . -0.85



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on July 03 CURRENCY



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.68. . . . . . . 65.00 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 73.53. . . . . . . 73.90 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.79. . . . . . . 84.21 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.25. . . . . . . 57.54 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.51. . . . . . . . . 9.57 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 67.20. . . . . . . 67.54 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.80. . . . . . . 47.04 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 49.81. . . . . . . 50.07 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.01. . . . . . . 15.11 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



July 03 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.30. . . . . (41.30) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,745. . . . . (2,758)



The government is keeping a close watch on the day-today progress in the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) at the highest levels with Union Finance, Defence and Corporate Affairs Minister Arun Jaitley holding a review meeting with Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia, CBEC Chairperson Vanaja Sarna and other officials on Monday.



Implementation tracked The meeting, chaired by Mr. Jaitley, was followed by another video-conference meeting between Cabinet Secretary Pradeep Kumar Sinha and senior Finance Ministry officials, including Ms. Sarna, and senior offi-



Price display: The departments concerned are to ensure retailers and shopkeepers display a ready price list under GST. cials from other government departments. “The Finance Minister wants to be on top of things and wants to be kept in the



22 States abolish check posts after GST rollout Long queues expected to vanish Press Trust of India New Delhi



As many as 22 States, including Delhi, West Bengal and Maharashtra, have abolished check posts within three days of the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Eight States, including Assam, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and some north-eastern States, are also in the process of abolishing check posts, a finance ministry statement said. State border check posts scrutinise material and location-based tax compliance, resulting in delays in delivery of goods, besides causing environment pollution as trucks queue up for clearance. One of the key objectives of GST, which came into effect from July 1, is to make India a single market where



Check posts scrutinised material, often resulting in delays in delivery of goods. goods and services can flow seamlessly. The other important States that have abolished check posts include Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. With the abolition of check posts, the long queues often witnessed at State borders will not be seen.



loop on all routine updates on GST,” a senior Finance Ministry official told The Hindu. “So far, the implementation has been very



ADB, Centre ink pact for road revamp



‘Avoiding shortage’ “Cabinet Secretary Mr. Sinha has asked every Secretary to take up the responsibility of their own stakeholders, trade and industry and with State officers as far as implementation of GST is concerned,” the statement said. The government had asked all the departments to ensure that there was no shortage of products and consumer items in order to keep a check on prices, the statement added. Special emphasis was laid on keeping prices of essential commodities under check, the statement said.



Mr. Sinha also asked the departments concerned to ensure that retailers, dealers and shopkeepers displayed a ready price list under GST of the items sold by them. The government, on its part, must ensure that the benefits of GST were passed on to the consumers so as to keep inflation in check, he said. The meeting with the Cabinet Secretary was attended by Secretaries or senior officers from the Ministries and Departments of Textile, Food & Consumer Affairs, Food Processing, Railways, MSME, Rural Development, Tourism, Fertilizer, Pharmaceuticals, and Financial Services, among others. GST EFFECT: AUTOMAKERS SLASH PRICES 쑺 PAGE 14



Cigarette stocks lead market rally post-GST ‘Tax regime to kindle investor interest’ Press Trust of India Mumbai



The Sensex, after a lot of dithering, made a spectacular rally of 300 points to close at a more than oneweek high of 31,222 on Monday while the Nifty broke through the key 9,600 level as investors swore by the Goods and Services Tax that kicked in from July 1. The sweeping tax reform is expected give a huge momentum to the country’s economy and draw global businesses to invest more here, traders said. After a strong opening, the BSE 30-share index hit a high of 31,258.33, before closing 300.01 points,or 0.97% higher at 31,221.62, a level last seen on June 22.



‘Manufacturing slows to 4-month low’ June gloom largely due to impending GST and water scarcity: Nikkei India survey Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent



New Delhi



New Delhi



Manufacturing activity slowed to a four-month low in June due to challenges posed by the implementation of Goods and Services Tax, a challenging economic environment, and water shortages in parts of the country, according to a private sector survey.



The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India on Monday signed a $220 million loan agreement meant to improve connectivity, transport efficiency, and safety on the State highways of Rajasthan. “The loan is the first tranche of the $500 million Rajasthan State Highways Investment Program, approved by ADB Board in May this year, that will upgrade about 2,000 km of State highways and major district roads to two-lane or intermediate-lane standards to meet road safety requirements,” the government said in a release. “The first tranche loan will improve about 1,000 km of State highways and major district roads,” the release added.



The gauge had gained 87.29 points in the previous two sessions. The 50-share Nifty, after scaling the day’s high of 9,624, ended higher by 94.10, or 0.99%, at 9,615. Cigarette maker ITC was the top gainer among Sensex stocks, rising 5.7% to end at a 52-week high. This is mostly because taxation for cigarettes under the new Goods and Services Tax regime is around 5-6% lower than in the previous tax structure. It also drove the Nifty index higher. Other cigarette stocks too followed the cue. VST Industries rose 3.97% during the day while Godfrey Phillips shares increased 1.93%.



Slip from May The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index slipped to 50.9 in June from 51.6 in May. A reading above 50 implies an expansion, while one below 50 denotes a contraction. “One factor weighing on the PMI reading for June was a softer expansion in new work, the index’s largest sub-component,” the report said. “Growth of total order books eased to a four-month



Fear factor: While GST is anticipated by some irms to generate more business, others expect a detrimental impact. AFP *



low, with the intermediate goods category the key source of weakness. New orders received by consumer goods firms continued to rise strongly, while capital goods producers recovered from May’s contraction.” The report noted that output across the manufactur-



ing sector rose for the sixth consecutive month in June, which survey participants linked to ongoing increases in client demand. “That said, challenging economic conditions, water shortages and the upcoming implementation of the goods & services tax (GST) re-



portedly hampered growth,” the report added. “For the third month in a row, production growth in India eased during June,” Pollyanna De Lima, Economist at HIS Markit and author of the report said. “In many cases, businesses indicated that growth was held back as a reflection of water scarcity and the impending introduction of the goods & services tax (GST). While the new tax system is anticipated by some firms to generate more business, others expect the GST to have a detrimental impact on their order books. As such, overall optimism slipped to a threemonth low.” Looking ahead, Ms. De Lima predicted that, with the impacts of demonetisation largely over and GST unlikely to substantially derail consumer spending, real GDP growth would hit 7.3% for FY18.



‘Volume 2 of Eco Survey to have downloadable data’ Publication to be released around July 21-22, says an oicial TCA Sharad Raghavan New Delhi



N. Chandrasekaran



Tata Sons head is TGBL chairman Press Trust of India New Delhi



Tata Global Beverages Ltd. (TGBL) on Monday appointed Tata Sons chairman N. Chandrasekaran as chairman with immediate effect. TGBL’s board in a meeting held on Monday approved the “appointment of N. Chandrasekaran as an additional director and as chairman of the board of the company in place of Mr. Harish Bhat, who expressed a desire to step down as chairman,” the company said in a filing with the BSE.



The second volume of the Economic Survey will be released during the Delhi Economic Conclave around July 21-22, according to a senior official in the Finance Ministry, who added that the volume will also for the first time include historical data in downloadable Excel files. The first volume of the Economic Survey, released a day before the Budget was presented in Parliament, contained two new ideas — the creation of a ‘bad bank’ to take over bank NPAs, and the establishment of a Universal Basic Income — mooted by Chief Economic Advisor Arvind Subramanian. “The second volume is set to be released during the Delhi Economic Conclave, which should be around July 21 or 22,” the official said. “But first it must be presented in Parliament.”



The second volume will contain data from the 1950s in Excel form.



The Monsoon session of Parliament will begin on July 17. In an interview to The Hindu following the release of the first volume of the Economic Survey, Mr. Subramanian had said: “With the Budget and Survey dates being advanced, it makes less sense to review the year based on data for two quarters. When we do this later on in the year, we will have data for the entire year and



you will have a full-blown backward looking review.” “The second volume will take on the role of what earlier Surveys had as the first volume,” the official told The Hindu. “So, the first volume of the Survey this year was like a bonus.” “The second volume will contain historical data from as far back as the 1950s, in Excel form, which is being done for the first time in the history of the Survey,” the official added. “And, it will present updated data on demonetisation, and will discuss issues like farm loan waivers, the monetary policy committee, and fiscal policy.” The government has come under criticism from various quarters for its reluctance to provide historical data. Even noted economist Thomas Piketty has criticised the government for not publishing historical income tax data.



Honeywell’s ‘connected’ light visits India ‘In-air Wi-Fi apart, technology can help reduce fuel costs, emissions in aviation’ get to know what parts of the aircraft need repair before the flight arrives, helping in faster turnaround times.



Lalatendu Mishra MUMBAI



American multinational Honeywell International Inc. has flown its ‘The Connected Aircraft” into India to showcase technologies that can help airlines reduce fuel consumption and maintenance costs, while providing highspeed Wi-Fi on board. The company has initiated talks with Indian carriers and government authorities to deploy its technologies, an official said. “We are getting good response from our aviation customers and we are in talks with Indian carriers for deployment of connected technologies,” said Neelu Khatri, president, aerospace, Honeywell India. A ‘connected’ aircraft can reduce fuel cost and emission by 5%, can receive, CM YK



Future ready: The aircraft can provide up to 100 times faster Wi-Fi and ofers insights through use of analytics.



transmit, analyse and share data enabling more informed decision-making, help reduce operational costs and offer an improved flying experience, a statement from Honeywell said. The aircraft can provide 10 to 100 times faster Wi-Fi speeds and offers insights



through use of analytics, while ensuring a secure communication link to and from the aircraft. An aircraft thus equipped helps the pilot visualise the landing at a difficult airport, ensuring smooth experience for passengers, the company said. Aircraft technicians can



‘Cost of delays’ Honeywell estimates that flight delays worldwide cost airlines about $25 billion and a grounded commercial jet, while being worked on, can cost up to $10,000 an hour. A connected aircraft can help avoid all that, the company said. Honeywell has estimated that the market for connected aircraft is $7 billion globally and that there would be rapid adoption of such technologies. By 2015, an estimated 25,000 planes will be equipped with Wi-Fi as consumer demand would make airlines invest in such technologies. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



‘No IGST for exporters if bond is furnished’ NEW DELHI



Exporters can furnish a bond or letter of undertaking instead of paying Integrated GST at the time of exporting goods and services with effect from July 1. If IGST has been paid, exporters can seek a tax refund, according to a Customs circular on export procedure under GST. IGST is levied on supply of goods and services in the course of inter-state trade. PTI



R-Cap arm invests ₹7 cr. in start-up Billionloans MUMBAI



Reliance Corporate Advisory Services Ltd., a whollyowned subsidiary of Reliance Capital, has invested ₹7 crore in Billionloans Financial Services, a start-up that focuses on facilitating loans. V. Balakrishnan, former board member of Infosys, is currently the chairman of Billionloans. Billionloans would initially focus on facilitating loans for education and affordable housing and personal loans.



Nilekani, Aggarwal loat $100 mn project BENGALURU



Technology billionaire Nandan Nilekani has partnered with Sanjeev Aggarwal, venture capitalist and founder of BPO company Daksh, to set up a fund with an initial corpus of $100 million. Called ‘The Fundamentum Partnership’, it would lead investment rounds ranging from $10 million to $25 million in young ventures. Fundamentum would back local leaders in building durable technology companies. The fund would focus on consumer technology businesses.



NSE co-location case serious, says SEBI



Two commodity exchanges merge



Regulator says exchange may have to reile papers for IPO



CHENNAI



Press Trust of India NEW DELHI



The National Stock Exchange (NSE) may have to refile papers for its ₹10,000crore IPO after addressing issues related to alleged preferential access given to some brokers, watchdog SEBI’s Chairman Ajay Tyagi said, terming the co-location case as “a serious matter”. The leading stock exchange had submitted to SEBI its draft prospectus for the public offer in December, but the approval has been hanging fire due to issues surrounding the ongoing probe into the NSE colocation case, where some brokers allegedly got preferential access to the exchange’s systems. To a query on whether the NSE will have to file revised financial statements and DRHP, Mr. Tyagi said, “That is for them to decide... It is a serious matter. If I was an issuer, I will see that these are addressed and then only go back to DRHP.” Asked whether it is a regulatory requirement to file a revised DRHP (Draft Red Herring Prospectus), the SEBI chief said, “I think they themselves will do it.” Mr. Tyagi was speaking to reporters on the sidelines of an event organised here by the Standing Conference of Public Enterprises (SCOPE). In the case, SEBI wants its forensic audit to quantify unlawful gains made by some brokers, even as the exchange is trying to reach a settlement of the case through consent mechanism.



Rating agencies Mr. Tyagi also said the regulator was “not happy” with the current state of affairs at credit rating agencies and would soon float a discussion paper for a new set of



Uphill task: A probe is underway to quantify any unlawful gains made by brokers in connivance with NSE oicials. norms for them. This comes within days of the watchdog tightening disclosure norms for the credit rating agencies (CRAs) amid concerns about delayed rating action regarding debt-ridden firms. “We are bringing out a discussion paper within a month,” Mr. Tyagi said in reply to a question on how SEBI would deal with the situation if the rating agencies failed to adhere to the new set of stricter norms. Mr. Tyagi said SEBI would look at views from all stakeholders before taking a call. “We are not happy with the current state of affairs at the credit rating agencies,” he said.



Governance concerns Emphasising the need for improved corporate governance practices at listed companies, Mr. Tyagi also today said 20% of public sector enterprises still do not have a single woman director. He also said that in many cases, independent directors are appointed and removed at the whims and fancies of promoters of companies. “20% of public



sector companies still don’t have a single woman director,” Mr. Tyagi said here. Regulations require listed firms to have at least one woman director on their boards. Mr. Tyagi said much needed to be improved on the functioning and appointment of independent directors and audit committees at listed companies.



‘No preference for PSUs’ He also said having different norms for listed public and private companies might be “perceived wrongly”. Interacting with senior officials of public sector undertakings here, Mr. Tyagi said the regulator would have a dialogue with the government on compliance of these companies with certain regulations. The idea is to ensure that listed companies follow some discipline; and, between public and private sector (companies) they follow the same rules, he said. His remarks assume significance amid suggestions from certain quarters that PSUs should be given more time to comply with the minimum public shareholding requirement.



NMCE-ICEX union to create third-largest commodities exchange in the country k.t. jagannathan



National Multi Commodity Exchange (NMCE), India’s first de-mutualised online national multi-commodities exchange, will merge with the Indian Commodity Exchange (ICEX). The boards of the two exchanges have approved the merge move, said a joint press release. The proposed merger will create the country’s third-largest commodities exchange.



Swap ratio As per the agreed swap ratio, ICEX shareholders will hold 62.8% stake and NMCE shareholders 37.2% stake in ICEX, post merger, which is subject to required regulatory approvals. The merger is



Swap deal: ICEX shareholders will hold 62.8% stake and NMCE shareholders the rest, post merger.



expected to be completed by December 2017. The merged entity will have prominent shareholders from both exchanges, including MMTC, Indian Potash, Krishak Bharti Cooperative (Kribhco), IDFC Bank, Indiabulls Housing Finance, Reliance Capital,



Bajaj Holdings, Central Warehousing Corporation, Punjab National Bank and Gujarat Agro Industries. “The merger will help ICEX to further strengthen its position in the commodity derivatives market in India,” said Sanjit Prasad, MD and CEO of ICEX. “The large



base of warehousing facilities of CWC with storage capacity of 9.89 million tonnes will become available to the combined entity pan India, which will help generate more liquidity due to wider participation of the larger base of active members of the combined entity,” said Anil Mishra, MD & CEO, NMCE. ICEX is a deemed recognised stock exchange providing a nationwide online trading platform in commodity derivatives. It has put in place assaying and warehousing facilities in order to facilitate deliveries. Reliance Capital is its largest investor. NMCE is the first de-mutualised, online multi-commodity exchange in India, set up in October 2002.



GST efect: 2-wheeler makers slash prices



Carmakers Honda, Ford too reduce prices



TVS, Honda & Suzuki announce cuts



They are between ₹10,000 & ₹3 lakh



K.T. Jagannathan CHENNAI



Major two-wheeler makers have cut prices of their vehicles across models following the introduction of GST (Goods and Services Tax) from the midnight of June 30. TVS Motor Company, Honda Motorcycles & Scooters India Pvt. Ltd., and Suzuki Motorcycle India Private Limited (SMIPL) have all announced a reduction in prices. The price reduction announced by TVS Motor ranges between ₹350 and ₹1,500 in the commuter segment. In the premium segment products, prices have been reduced up to ₹4,150 depending on each State. “Dealers will be given suitable assistance on the opening stock as on July 1, 2017 purchased by them at pre-GST price,” said a state-



ment from TVS Motor. Suzuki Motorcycle India Private Limited (SMIPL) said a unified Indian market would be beneficial to the automobile sector as it would have a levelling impact.



2% decrease “Under GST, consumer and premium segment vehicles would witness a 2% decrease in taxes, and Suzuki is very pleased to pass this benefit onto its customers in the form of reduced prices. Suzuki vehicles, which fall under the 28% tax slab, will see a reduction in price,” it said in a release. Yamaha had already announced a revision in its prices. Honda said its customers could get “significant savings up to ₹5,500 depending on the model and the State of purchase.”



Special Correspondent CHENNAI



Ford India and Honda Cars have cut prices across models, following the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Honda Cars India reduced the prices of its premium SUV CR-V by up to ₹1,31,663, BR-V prices by up to ₹30,387 and mid-sized sedan City in the range of ₹16,510 to ₹28,005. Honda’s compact sedan Amaze prices have dropped by up to ₹14,825, hatchback Brio by up to ₹12,279, Jazz by ₹10,031 and that of WR-V by ₹10,064. All these prices are ex-showroom New Delhi. Ford India has reduced its vehicle prices by up to 4.5%. The highest cut will be in Mumbai with the Ford’s flagship SUV Endeavour becoming cheaper by up to ₹3



lakh. The company spokesperson said the company would pass on the benefits in the range of up to 4.5% across the range. Korean carmaker Hyundai spokesman said the company was working on the post-GST prices. “The new rates will be announced in a day or two.” Recently, Mercedes Benz, BMW, Maruti and Toyota also reduced prices to pass on benefits to customers.



ND-ND
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TV PICKS Wimbledon: SS Select 2 & HD2, 4 p.m. and SS Select 1 & HD1 5.30 p.m.



IN BRIEF



Murray raises no doubts; Nadal strolls World No. 1 downs Kazakh lucky loser Bublik in straight sets; under-pressure Venus gets past the irst hurdle



‘Wimbledon triumph, a miracle’



‘Devastated’



V



‘Serena will be an awesome mom’ WASHINGTON DC



Serena Williams’ fiance Alexis Ohanian cannot help but gush about his baby’s mama-to-be. During a recent TV appearance, the Reddit co-founder said Serena is “very good at a lot of things and well on her way to being an awesome mom too.” Ohanian also revealed that he plans to take some time off after the birth of their first child in September. “We want to break that stereotype that the men work and the women take care of kids,” he said. ANI



Peppa Pig backs Murray LONDON



Andy Murray found a new fan on Monday as he prepared to start the defence of his Wimbledon title — cartoon phenomenon Peppa Pig. On Monday, Murray received a ‘good luck’ message from Peppa Pig. “Hello Andy Murray, have you had a good day?,” Peppa said in a video message. “Andy Murray — Daddy Pig, Mummy Pig, George and I wish you the best of luck at Wimbledon. Lots of love, Peppa Pig.” AFP



Agence France-Presse London



Defending champion Andy Murray celebrated the news that he’s about to become a father again by reaching the Wimbledon second round Monday. Top seed and World No. 1 Murray downed Kazakh lucky loser Alexander Bublik 6-1, 6-4, 6-2, shrugging off two brief rain delays and showing little sign of the hip problem which had plagued him in the build-up. “I have felt OK the last few days and the adrenaline you feel by playing a match numbs any pain you may have,” said the British star. “Bublik is a bit of a character. He’s a bit different from other players, tries different shots and the crowd enjoyed the way he plays.” World No. 2 and two-time champion Nadal secured his 850th career victory with a 6-1, 6-3, 6-2 demolition of Australia’s John Millman. Fresh from winning his 10th French Open title, Nadal is just the seventh player to reach the 850-win mark, joining Roger Federer, Jimmy Connors, Ivan Lendl, John McEnroe, Andre Agassi and Guillermo Vilas. Nadal, seeded to face Murray in the semifinals, will play Donald Young for a place in the last 32. “I haven't had many matches on grass for the last few years, but I had some positive feelings,” said Nadal who missed last year’s tournament with a wrist injury.



Kyrgios quits Nick Kyrgios, who shocked Nadal at Wimbledon in 2014, won’t get another opportunity.



Ramkumar at a career-high 184 NEW DELHI



Ramkumar Ramanathan is at a career-best rank of 184, jumping up 38 places on the ATP chart following his performance at the Antalya Open, where he beat No. 8 Dominic Thiem. He is followed by Yuki Bhambri (222), Prajnesh Gunneswaran (259), Sriram Balaji (291) and Sumit Nagal (342). In doubles, Rohan Bopanna is at No. 21, followed by Purav Raja (57), Divij Sharan (57), Leander Paes (62) and Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan (90). PTI



No further action against Vettel LONDON



Ferrari's Formula One championship leader Sebastian Vettel will face no further sanction for his 'road rage' collision with Lewis Hamilton at the Azerbaijan Grand Prix, the governing FIA said on Monday. The German, a four-time World champion, was given a 10 second stopand-go penalty during the race for angrily banging wheels with his Mercedes rival while they were behind the safety car. REUTERS



du Plessis to miss first Test, Elgar to lead LONDON



South Africa captain Faf du Plessis is to miss the first Test with England which gets underway on Thursday due to family reasons, Cricket South Africa announced on its website. “Faf’s wife gave birth to their first child last week but the difficult nature of the delivery has delayed his return to the UK,” said South Africa team manager Dr Mohammed Moosajee. Opening batsman Dean Elgar will captain the side. AFP



CM YK



Toughing it out: Venus Williams, who has had a stressful build-up to the tournament, had to dig deep to overcome a gritty Elise Mertens. AFP *
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IMPORTANT RESULTS



Wawrinka stunned B



Swiss ifth seed Stan Wawrinka was knocked out 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 in the irst round by Russia's Daniil Medvedev late on Monday.



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



The combustible 20th seeded Australian was 6-3, 6-4 down to France’s PierreHugues Herbert when he called it quits on Court Three after failing to shake off the hip injury which has plagued him in recent weeks. Venus Williams marked her 20th Wimbledon anniversary with a 7-6(7), 6-4 win against Belgium’s Elise Mertens. The 37-year-old five-time champion arrived in London facing a wrongful death suit after she was involved in a fatal car crash in Florida. An elderly man in the other vehicle suffered head injuries in the collision and died on June 22.



First round Men: Lukas Rosol (Cze) bt Henri Laaksonen (Sui) 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-4; 28-Fabio Fognini (Ita) bt Dmitry Tursunov (Rus) 6-1, 6-3, 6-3; Sergiy Stakhovsky (Ukr) bt Julien Benneteau (Fra) 6-3, 7-6 (8), 2-6, 6-2; 14-Lucas Pouille (Fra) bt Malek Jaziri (Tun) 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4, 7-6(2); 4-Rafa Nadal (Esp) bt John Millman (Aus) 6-1, 6-3, 6-2, 7-Marin Cilic (Cro) bt Philipp Kohlschreiber (Ger) 6-4, 6-2, 6-3. Dustin Brown (Ger) bt Joao Sousa (Por) 3-6, 7-6(5), 6-4, 6-4; Pierre-Hugues Herbert (Fra) bt 20-Nick Kyrgios (Aus) 6-3, 6-4 (retd.); 12-Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (Fra) bt Cameron Norrie (GBr) 6-3, 6-2, 6-2; 24-Sam Querrey (USA) bt Thomas Fabbiano (Ita) 7-6(5), 7-5, 6-2; Kevin Anderson (RSA) bt 31Fernando Verdasco (Esp) 2-6, 76(5), 7-6(8), 6-3; Donald Young (US) bt Denis Istomin (Uzb) 5-7, 6-4, 6-4, 4-2 (retd.); Florian Mayer (Ger) bt Viktor Troicki (Srb) 6-1, 0-0 (retd.); 18Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp) bt



Andreas Haider-Maurer (Aut) 6-3, 6-1, 6-2; 1-Andy Murray (GBr) bt Alexander Bublik (Kaz) 6-1, 6-4, 6-2; 9-Kei Nishikori (Jpn) bt Marco Cecchinato (Ita) 6-2, 6-2, 6-0. Women: 6-Johanna Konta (Britain) bt Hsieh Su-Wei (Taiwan) 6-2, 6-2; 8-Dominika Cibulkova (Svk) bt Andrea Petkovic (Ger) 6-3, 3-6, 9-7; 21-Caroline Garcia (France) bt Jana Cepelova (Slovakia) 6-1, 6-1; 11-Petra Kvitova (Cze) bt Johanna Larsson (Swe) 6-3, 6-4. 17-Madison Keys (USA) bt Nao Hibino (Jpn) 6-4, 6-2; Carina Witthoeft (Ger) bt 26Mirjana Lucic-Baroni (Cro) 6-3, 5-7, 8-6; Kristyna Pliskova (Cze) bt 31-Roberta Vinci (Ita) 7-6(6), 6-2; 22-Barbora Strycova (Cze) bt Veronica Cepede Royg (Par) 6-3, 6-3; 4-Elina Svitolina (Ukr) bt Ashleigh Barty (Aus) 7-5, 7-6 (8); 10-Venus Williams (US) bt Elise Mertens (Bel) 7-6(7), 6-4; 2-Simona Halep (Rom) bt Marina Erakovic (Nzl) 6-4, 6-1; Camila Giorgi (Ita) bt Alize Cornet (Fra) 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.



CRICKET



Holder inspires Windies to stunning win Agence France-Presse



SCOREBOARD



North Sound (Antigua)



West Indies captain Jason Holder led from the front with a five-wicket haul as his side snatched an 11-run win over India in the fourth OneDay International here on Sunday. India came into the match at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium leading 2-0 in the series and was set a modest target of 190 to maintain its unbeaten run in this short campaign. But the visitors were undone by a combination of disciplined West Indies bowling and their own inexplicable lethargy at the crease. That pedestrian progress was typified by Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s painstaking innings of 54 off 114 deliveries — the slowest of his 64 ODI half-centuries — before he fell off the last ball of the 49th over. That left India needing 15 runs off the final over with only two wickets in hand. It was Kesrick Williams’ only success of a miserly 10over spell but proved critical as Holder sealed the win which keeps the series alive heading into the fifth and final match in Kingston on Thursday. He dismissed Umesh Yadav and Mohammed Shami in the space of four balls to finish with five for 27, his best-ever ODI figures as India folded up for 178. “At the halfway stage there were a few heads dropping in the dressing room but it took a big effort and I’m really pleased to play a part in keeping us in the series,” said Holder after receiving the Man-of-theMatch award. “We targeted getting wickets at the front to challenge their other batters who haven’t had much work to do of late. It worked this time.” Ajinkya Rahane’s excellent form continued with a top score of 60, but the rest of the Indian batting struggled to establish any



enus Williams broke down in tears during a Wimbledon press conference on Monday when she was asked about her involvement in a fatal car crash. After her victory, Williams was repeatedly asked about the incident by the media and eventually became so emotional she began to cry. “There are really no words to describe, like, how devastating and — yeah. I’m completely speechless. It’s just...” Williams said. The five-time Wimbledon champion held her head for several moments and asked to leave the room before returning, still visibly shaken, to finish the interview session several minutes later.



Lone Ranger: West Indies' wicketkeeper Shai Hope celebrates the dismissal of Ajinkya Rahane, who seemed to be the only Indian comfortable at the crease. AP *



sort of momentum. “Our shot selection wasn’t up to mark, but credit to the West Indies bowlers for the pressure they put on us to force those mistakes,” said Kohli on his team’s surprise defeat.



didn’t really bat < > We to our potential. It was a gettable score. I just felt the batsmen let the team down Batting coach Sanjay Bangar



West Indies: 189 for nine in 50 overs. India: A. Rahane c Shai Hope b Bishoo 60 (91b, 7x4), S. Dhawan c Holder b Joseph 5 (7b), V. Kohli c Shai Hope b Holder 3 (12b), Dinesh Karthik c S. Hope b Joseph 2 (19b), M.S. Dhoni c Joseph b Williams 54 (114b, 1x4), K. Jadhav c Shai Hope b Nurse 10 (14b), H. Pandya b Holder 20 (21b, 1x4, 1x6), R. Jadeja c Powell b Holder 11 (11b, 1x4), Kuldeep Yadav (not out) 2 (6b), U. Yadav b Holder 0 (1b), M. Shami c Chase b Holder 1 (2b), Extras (w-10): 10; Total (in 49.4 overs): 178. Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Dhawan, 2.1 overs), 2-25 (Kohli, 5.6), 3-47 (Karthik, 12.4), 4-101 (Rahane, 30.5), 5-116 (Jadhav, 35.4), 6-159 (Pandya, 45.1), 7-173 (Jadeja, 47.3), 8-176 (Dhoni, 48.6), 9-176 (Yadav, 49.1). West Indies bowling: Joseph 92-46-2, Holder 9.4-2-27-5, Williams 10-0-29-1, Bishoo 10-1-31-1, Nurse 10-0-29-1, Chase 1-0-16-0. Man-of-the-Match: Holder. West Indies won by 11 runs.



Marion Bartoli.



*



JULIAN



FINNEY/GETTY IMAGES



Agence France-Presse LONDON



Marion Bartoli has battled back from ill health to be fighting fit for her role commentating at Wimbledon but the 2013 champion admitted on Monday that she feared she would die. She told The Times that she had been battling the HINI virus, which reduced her to a mere shadow of the robust looking athlete she once was. “It was almost a miracle from God to win Wimbledon,” said Bartoli, says her career-defining victory in 2013 came just at the moment she was physically falling apart. She put her illness down to battering her body incessantly from a very young age in her bid to succeed in the sport. “I felt it happened for a reason. My body was reminding me that it has been going non-stop since I was eight years old until the moment I got ill,” said Bartoli, who shocked the tennis world by announcing her retirement the year of her greatest triumph.



Can the special committee make progress? G. Viswanath MUMBAI



Can the BCCI’s seven-member special committee — tasked with identifying reforms recommended by the Justice Lodha Committee that are difficult to implement — make progress at its second meeting? The meeting, slated to be held here on July 7, has been put off by a day. The impression from the committee’s first meeting in New Delhi was that it would be able to limit the “difficulty-recommendations to three or four.”



Issues increase But a BCCI official, with access to the minutes of that meeting, said BCCI treasurer Anirudh Chaudhary wanted the committee to take note of seven issues (see box) the BCCI and its members were finding difficult to comply with. The official added, “Anirudh wants the special committee to run through all the affidavits filed by the BCCI and State associations and judgments, hear the views of the members again to arrive at a consensus be-



fore a decision to convene another SGM. “These are nothing but delaying tactics because every member pointed out the difficulties during the seven-hour SGM on October 1 last year.” Sources also revealed that special committee chairman Rajeev Shukla was on the horns of a dilemma. He wanted advice on the options of (1) approaching the Supreme Court with matters the Committee of Administrators (CoA) and the BCCI agree on, and (2) maintaining status quo till the Supreme Court hearing on July 14.



Shukla seems to be convinced by the first. The CoA is likely to submit its fourth status report well before the hearing. It may not agree with any of the issues identified by the special committee. It’s not known whether the BCCI will have time to convene another SGM before July 14. According to the BCCI Rules and Regulations, “the President may at his discretion direct the Secretary to convene an SGM at short notice in which case a notice of at least 10 days shall be given.” The CoA will meet in New Delhi on July 15.



I applied long back: Shastri g. vISWANATH Mumbai



Ravi Shastri has become the front-runner to become the Indian team’s Head Coach, after he confirmed that he has responded to the BCCI’s advertisement inviting applications for the coveted post. “Long back,’’ replied the 55-year-old former India allrounder through WhatsApp. Shastri took the option to apply, once the BCCI extended the deadline for applications to July 9. Last July, former India captain and ace leg-spinner, Anil Kumble replaced Shastri (then Team Director)



as Head Coach, following a vision presentation and interview process, run through the BCCI’s Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) comprising Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and V.V.S.Laxman. With Kumble out of the running now, the CAC is likely to go for Shastri. Others who have applied for the coaching job are Virender Sehwag (he was asked by the BCCI and Kohli to apply), Lalchand Rajput, Dodda Ganesh, Tom Moody, and Richard Pybus. There are reports that Craig McDermott and Phil Simmons have also applied.



Ravi Shastri. *
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Vikas gets green lag for Asian meet



IN BRIEF



Mediocre show at trials had raised doubts Stan Rayan BHUBANESWAR



Three years ago, despite being in severe pain, Vikas Gowda came up with a silver at the Asian Games in Incheon. The next year, the discus throw National record holder was close to his best as he struck gold at the Asian athletics championships at Wuhan. Now, with just a couple of days for the curtains to go up for the Asians, Vikas has been put in a very awkward situation. With the Mysuru man producing a mediocre 57.79m throw in Sunday’s trials, the news going around was that he may not be allowed to compete.



Aditi Ashok inishes T29, Danielle Kang triumphs CHICAGO



Aditi Ashok’s one-over-par 72 in the final round earned a tie for the 29th place and $25,623 in the KPMG Women’s PGA Championship that concluded at Olympia Fields near here on Sunday. American Danielle Kang beat Canada’s defending champion Brooke Henderson not only for her first Major but also a LPGA Tour victory. AGENCIES



Disappointing inish for Arjun Atwal POTOMAC (USA)



Arjun Atwal’s disastrous 77 in the final round and a fourday score of seven-over-par 287 dropped the Indian to joint 55th place in the PGA National at the TPC Potomac here on Sunday. Kyle Stanley parred the first playoff hole Sunday to defeat fellow American Charles Howell and capture his first tour victory in more than five years. AFP



Positive turn But there was a positive turn to the series of events on Monday. “Vikas will be taking part,” Deputy National coach Radhakrishnan Nair told The Hindu on Monday night.



“The series of incidents must have been very demoralising for Vikas.” Meanwhile, AFI secretary C.K. Valson also indicated that Vikas could get the green flag to compete after all. “We have sent Vikas’ case to the selectors, most probably he will be in,” he said.



Finest throwers Vikas, who trains in the US and who will be 34 on July 5, has been one of India’s finest throwers ever and the country has often looked up to the giant to deliver at the majors. He is the Commonwealth Games champion, a twotime Asian Championships gold medallist, was in the top 10 at the last three World Championships and at the 2012 London Olympics finished a creditable eighth. Incidentally, Vikas threw an impressive 62.35m at a meet in Chula Vista in the US last month.



The results: Boys: Level 1: Group A: Kerala 70 (Jerom Prince 15, Abhishek Joseph 13, Tom Jose 11) bt Delhi 63 (Nitish Beniwal 29, Sanskar Nagpal 13). Group B: UP 61 (Priyhanshu 17, Aniket Singh 13, Krishnakant Singh 10) bt Maharashtra 59 (Tanay Thatte 24, Kamlesh Rajbhar 12, Pritish Kokate 10). Level 2: Group C: West Bengal 56 (Amarendra Nayak 26, Avijit Monikar 18) bt Chandigarh 40 (Jaskaran Brar 18). HP 72 (Manmohan Singh 19, Sahil Chandel 11) bt J & K 22. Group D: Bihar 53 (Bhupendra Bahadur 17, Dharmendar Kumar 12) bt Uttarakhand (Ansh Saini 19). Jharkhand 52 (Munna Sharma 16, Sushant Deep 15) bt Gujarat 49. Group E: MP 61 (Divyaraj Singh Rathore 20, Udayveer Yadav 16) bt Assam



Naveen, Ankit enter medal rounds BANGKOK



Naveen Boora (69kg) and Ankit (60kg) assured themselves of medals by advancing to the semifinals on a mixed day for India at the Asian youth boxing championships here on Monday. Naveen defeated China’s Huang Rui while Ankit got the better of Kyrgyzstan’s Adilet Egenberdi Uulu. However, there was disappointment with Sudeep Kumar (52kg) and Ashish (81kg) losing their bouts. Harshpreet Sahrawat (+91kg) received a direct entry into the semifinals due to the small size of the draw. PTI



43 (Salew Kadete 17). Group F: Goa (Jeshua Pinto 21) bt Puducherry 12. AP 94 (M. Mani 34, A. Sai Pavan 22, V. Sai Ganesh 10) bt Telangana 47 (Rithwik Thammareddy 15, Vighneshwar Upadhyay 13, Vinay Kothari 12). Girls: Level 1: Group A: MP 62 (Rajvi Desai 38) bt Maharashtra 57 (Siya Deodhar 12, Suzanne Pinto 11). Punjab 50 (Radha Rani 20, Heena 10) bt Rajasthan 18. Group B: Karnataka 59 (Reshma Ramesh 18, Sanjana Ramesh 18) bt UP 40 (Vartika Kushwaha 18, Vrinda Garg 11). Kerala 39 (Ann Mary Zachariah 13, Sumra Stanly 11) bt Gujarat 21. Level 2: Group D: Chandigarh 24 bt Uttarakhand 11. West Bengal 30 bt J & K 14. Group E: Delhi 48 (Khushi Ahlawat 12, Bharti 10) bt Jharkhand (Soni Kumari 11). Delhi 71 (Vanshita Singh 25, Bharti 13) bt Telangana 52 (D. Devi Reddy 13, K. Jyothi 11). Group F: AP 52 (P. Satya Sai Sushmita 12, A. Surya Kamla Kumari 10) bt Puducherry 19.
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\ REGIONAL ROUND-UP \



Kapil Kumar sizzles



Ruhaan Alva finishes ninth



NEW DELHI: Man-of-the-



match Kapil Kumar Yadav took two catches, effected two stumpings and remained not out on 73 for an unbeaten opening partnership of 165 with Gaurav Tomar (79 not out) as Gurugram Spartan defeated Noida Warriors by 10 wickets in the North India Champions League. The scores: Noida Warriors



CASTELLETTO (ITALY)



Ruhaan Alva picked up seven points for finishing ninth in the sixth round of the Italian Easykart championship over the weekend. The 10-year-old is now fourth in the championship, 29 points adrift of leader and Birel Art team-mate Patrese Lorenzo. The championship concludes on the September 9-10 weekend, at Lignano where the remaining two rounds will be run.



*



Dutta bats for Bagan, E. Bengal



HYDERABAD



Epsom Derby winner Wings of Eagles, who won flat racing’s blue riband event at odds of 40/1, is to be retired after having suffered a bone fracture in his left leg in finishing a valiant third in the Irish Derby. He will undergo an operation prior to being sent to stud. AFP



In contention: Vikas threw an impressive 62.35m at a meet in the US last month, making him one of the top three Asians in the world this year. AP



Karnataka and Kerala advance Karnataka and Kerala entered the girls’ quarterfinals of the 34th Youth national basketball championship with wins over Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat at the Gachibowli Indoor Stadium here on Monday.



DUBLIN



Hyderabad



FOOTBALL



161 for five in 20 overs (Gaurav Kaushik 103, Arif Khan two for 34) lost to Gurugram Spartans 165 for no loss in 17.3 overs



(Gaurav Tomar 79 not out, Kapil Kumar Yadav 73 not out).



Abhin and Ojas hog the limelight Abhin Gilotra’s matchwinning century and Ojas Kapoor’s four-wicket haul helped Bal Bharti Public School (BBPS) beat Young Friends Club by 136 runs in the fifth ACE under-14 cricket tournament. The scores: BBPS 274 for seven in 30 overs (Abhin Gilotra 116, Lavish Garg 61, Kartik Tyagi four for 50) bt YFC 138 for nine in 30 overs (Ojas Kapoor four for 32).



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT KOLKATA



Football is club based and it will be in the best interests of the sport in India if the premier league of the country incorporates clubs with sufficient fan base like everywhere in the world where football enjoys popularity, said All India Football Federation senior vice-president Subrata Dutta here on Monday. Dutta came out in support of Asia’s oldest clubs — Mohun Bagan and East Bengal — which have been left out of the Indian Super League for not paying the franchise fee. “Football is primarily club-based. The more we develop infrastructure and bring out quality players, the better it will be for the sport in the country,” he said



The Finn to debut in Indian waters A. Joseph Antony



BASKETBALL



Special Correspondent



Injury ends Epsom Derby winner’s career



That makes him one of the top three Asians in the world list this year. The two Asians above him, Iran’s Asian recordholder Ehsan Hadadi (62.64m) and Malaysia’s Mohammed Irfan (62.55) are not very far ahead. That makes the Indian a contender for a medal, even a gold perhaps, at Bhubaneswar. Incidentally, all the three are yet to make the cut for this August’s World Championships in London. Vikas was probably paying the price for not revealing the extent of the shoulder and knee injuries he suffered last year. After qualifying for the Olympics early in 2015, he was lying low for the whole of last season and came up with a poor performance at Rio. Vikas may not be at his best now but he can still be a force to reckon with and author a happy ending to the story.



SAILING



while speaking at a panel discussion organised by the Calcutta Sports Journalists’ Club on the occasion of world Sports Journalists’ Day. “The ISL would not have been born if not for the ILeague. We are being unfair to Mohun Bagan and East Bengal as they are the clubs with the biggest fan base in the country,” Dutta said. The two clubs joined ranks to support the argument put forward by Dutta. Expressing concern about the seriousness with which the AIFF and its marketing partner — IMG Reliance — would be treating the Ileague (which will run concurrently with the ISL), the two city giants asserted that they would draw more genuine fans than ISL teams.



“We will show our real strength on the ground. Every time we will ensure overflowing galleries that will show our merit as real football clubs,” Bagan’s finance secretary Debasish Dutta said. “It is nice that a corporate giant like Reliance is funding football, but the AIFF failed to play its part when it could not convince its marketing partner to revamp the ILeague instead of forming a separate tournament formed out of corporate teams,” East Bengal assistant secretary Santi Ranjan Dasgupta said. The panel discussion also included legendary striker and present AIFF technical committee chairman Shyam Thapa, who also supported the traditional clubs.



The unique spirit of the Finn class transcends generations. Finn sailors know what it takes to master this magnificent boat, being the most physical and tactical in the world — Jacques Rogge, expresident, International Olympic Committee. The ‘big beast’ of singlehander sailing will hit the waters of the Hussain Sagar — for the first time in the country — when the Hyderabad Sailing Week regatta gets under way on Tuesday. Major Anand Bashkar had wrestled with the Finn class for a while before a back injury forced him to quit. Yet, the Principal Race Officer’s fascination for the craft remains undiminished. “It was Swedish canoe designer Rickard Sarby’s brainchild in 1949, and it debuted in the 1952 Helsinki Summer Olympics. Since then, it has been a permanent fixture at the quadrennial games,” he says. “Its heavy build poses a big challenge. Only sailors over 90 kgs in weight can cope with its rigours, with at least 10-knot winds required to propel the heavyweight dinghy forward. “A lot similar to the Laser Standard, the Finn also has an in-haul, which gives depth to the sail, and a traveller for the boom.” Little wonder, then, that the legends loved it. After a



silver in Atlanta and gold in Sydney in the Laser, Sir Charles Benedict Ainslie, better known to the world as Ben Ainslie, switched to the Finn and struck gold in the next three successive Olympics. The lone Indian to compete in the Olympics was Major N.S. Johal in the 2008 Beijing Games. Nearer home, the trio of Naveen Kumar, Prabhit Bala and Swatantra Singh from the Army Yachting Node, Mumbai, will be hard to toss in the big daddy class of the competition. “The Finn needs a lot more fitness and agility,” says Naveen. AYN will be the team to beat, formed by the cream of talent churned out by various clubs across the country. Last year, Jerome Kumar was unstoppable in the RS:X. This time, teammates Arjun Reddy and M.N. Kore will be his chief competitors. The AYN sailors’ most serious challenge will come from the Royal Madras Yacht Club’s Vir Menon. Three years ago, he was unbeatable in the Laser 4.7. Israj Ali in the full rig will be the EME Sailing Association’s best bet. Vishnu Saravanan, who was outstanding last year, will be sorely missed. He is in Europe, representing the country.



A true challenge: It takes itness and agility to cope with the rigours of handling the Finn class, and it requires at least 10-knot winds to propel it forward.



National Hockey Academy to inally see light of day The target is to have this batch ready in time for the 2024 Olympics, says Ganesh Uthra Ganesan NEW DELHI



Two years after it was conceived as a platform to train talented youngsters, the Delhi-based National Hockey Academy will finally see the first of its trainees in July after try-outs for the same were finalised over the last week of June. While a group of about 25 boys and girls each was selected last year, there were neither dedicated coaches nor clear plans on how to go about the process, and that is something Hockey India and the Sports Authority of India seem to have sorted out. “A list of about 120 boys and 110 girls was received from Hockey India, and 27 boys and 22 girls have been



shortlisted. Four have been kept on stand-by in case of any discrepancy after age verification for which we have already sent details. The age criterion was 14-17 years, or those born between Jaunary 1, 2000, and December 31, 2003. The target is to have this batch ready in time for the 2024 Olympics,” Academy CEO, M.P. Ganesh, told The Hindu. The former India captain and coach, who was brought on board for an initial period of three years, has also been involved in preparing the blueprint for the NHA. The selected juniors will be called up in the next two weeks, and sent to Shilaroo for training. The trials, though, were not free of controversy.



M.P. Ganesh.



Almost half of those called up for trials were selected by Hockey India’s zonal performance managers B.J. Cariappa and Pramod Bathlaw. Sources confirmed that Bathlaw’s list, comprising players from the northern states, was under scrutiny for recommendations en



masse from only a handful of academies and that he had been removed from the post by Hockey India. Officials also revealed that he was kept away from the stadium during the trials. The players were tested on fitness, skills and game intelligence, with HI’s High Performance Director David John overseeing the selection. There was also a question mark on the fate of the 25 players selected last year. While some have been moved to the national junior core group, the others have been either retained after the trials or sent back to their regional training centres. No junior, Ganesh declared, had been left without



direction. “In fact, I spoke to the SAI director general, Injeti Srinivas, to make sure that the kids being sent back to the STCs were re-admitted. We cannot play with their future,” he said. Ganesh said the next step was to appoint coaches for the NHA. “We want at least one foreign coach in the set-up to train and develop Indian coaches. It has been approved, and we are trying to get things in place,” he said. Coal India will be the sponsoring partner for the Academy. “We are also looking at getting teachers for various subjects to visit and teach the kids, who will then appear for exams through open school,” Ganesh said.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12050 1



2



3



4



5



8



9



15 On tower, short person produces sweat (8)



10



11



13



13 Beat extra-terrestrial leaving instrument (5)



6



7



(set by Incognito)



12



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



6 Ran back with sailor, telling, ... (9)



19 One Scot soldier's patronage (5)



7 ..."Little Thomas climbed up carrying gun to get a rodent" (6)



21 22



23



24



26 Freed Theodore after Bel-Air massacre (9)



25 26



23 S W Europeans left renovated guest-house after throwing out irritated host (10)



27



27 Indian Navy permitted access to creek (5) 28



28 Await other ranks/soldier to get medicine (11) ■ ACROSS 1 I quit Sion in agitation, leading to enquiry (11) 9 Probably where a sailor is confused on a voyage (2,3) 10 Mistakenly, devil robs sweethearts (9) 11 Chopper model is in renovated room along with bike (10) 12 Toll on a cab (4)



CM YK



■ DOWN



He indwells, controls



5 For starters, increase conidence building measures ... to build a short long-range weapon (1,1,1,1)



17 We/I ought to transform and dominate (8)



22 Liquor setter found on moor (4)



FAITH



SUDOKU



8 Hope for a Church's towering structure (6) 14 Wayward sub-lieutenant takes off crumpled suit... that's not defensible (9) 16 Violently gnash and rail badly at Hilton's secret haven (7-2) 17 Sal's innards? (6) 18 Sailing ... coasting without a person having knowledge (7)



1 Bad sin by alien in picture in picture (5)



20 Clammy animal accommodation accommodates Workers’ Educational Association (6)



2 Double! Double! Student is awash in endless money after sports vehicle ... (9)



21 You may be photographed here, Romeo, at ten (6)



3 ... embeds crawling snail around end of alley (6)



24 Dash, showing energy, and sprinkle talc (5)



4 Include a small quantity in damaged vein (7)



25 Pack minced prawn after removing tail (4)



Solution to puzzle 12049 B W A D T



O U T O F P L A C E



R N H S N



S P Y O A S S T



E B A Y R E C E E U H T O N E T O E O R I S M T I H B A S I A S D E R Y A I B G L A S S S R H I M I L A T N C G



S M B P T A C L E E N O C H I N G S T A R E C I P E A A L L E I S A N RMU L K E O N I C A C K L E K H L E E V E N R D R



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



Arjuna asks Lord Krishna how he should meditate on Him. “I am engaged in bhakti yoga. Tell me more about your glory. Listening to this is like nectar to me,” says Arjuna to the Lord. Krishna is surprised at Arjuna’s thirst for knowledge about the Lord, for most people generally have little interest in such things. The Lord then says that there is no limit to His many manifestations, and lists a few of them, said Valayapet Ramachariar, in a discourse. He addresses Arjuna as Gudaakesa — the one who has conquered sleep and laziness. The Lord tells Arjuna that He dwells in all beings. He controls them, sustains them and is also the cause of dissolution. Krishna then elaborates: “Among the Adityas, I am Vishnu; among the effulgent bodies, I am the Sun; among the 49 maruts, I am Mareechi; I am the Moon, who is the Lord of the stars. Among the Vedas, I am the Sama Veda; among the gods, I am Indra: among the organs I am the mind; in sentient beings, I am their consciousness (bhutanam cetana asmi). Among the eleven Rudras, I am Sankara, who bestows happiness. Among the yaksas, I am Kubera.” The Lord says that among the Vasus, He is Pavaka. There are eight Vasus, of which Pavaka, the god of fire, is the best. Krishna then says, “Among the mountains, I am the Meru. Among the priests, I am Brhaspati. Among army chiefs, I am Skanda. Among water bodies, I am the ocean. Among sages, I am the great sage Brgu. I am the Pranava. Among Devarishis, I am Narada. Among horses, I am Uchaisravas, the horse that came up from the ocean, when it was churned for nectar.” This elaborate list of the Lord as all the best things in every category, is to drive home the point that He has atma sthana in everything. He is the indweller, controller and sustainer of all. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Glorious inale for youthful Germany Defensive blunder costs a vigorous Chile side dear; VAR system creates confusion again CONFED CUP N. Sudarshan ST. Petersburg



Maradona is ‘fun to be with’, says Ronaldo SAINT PETERSBURG



Football legends Ronaldo Nazario and Diego Maradona exchanged words of praise after being guests of honour at the FIFA Confederations Cup final. “It’s good to see old friends again,” said Ronaldo. “Maradona is the greatest. It’s always fun to be with him. One of the great things about coming to these events is that you bump into good friends.” IANS



Terry signs for Aston Villa LONDON



Former long-serving Chelsea captain John Terry signed a one-year contract on a free transfer for second tier side Aston Villa on Monday. Terry, 36, who left champion Chelseaat the end of last season is reported to have agreed to a salary of £60,000 with the club. AFP



The sun seemingly never sets during summers in St. Petersburg. It perhaps is even logical considering its geographical proximity to Finland, a ‘Land of the Midnight Sun’. But on Sunday, at the Zenit Arena, Chile found itself under the crepuscular light, as it lost 1-0 to Germany in the Confederations Cup final. After a 99-year wait for silverware, the Chileans have had three magical summers, winning the Copa America twice. Another trophy here would have further embellished the status of Chile’s ‘Golden Generation’ but instead it became an occasion for the world to see how deep-entrenched the German production line of gifted footballers was. This was a youthful German team with most big stars absent. Julian Draxler, at 23, was the youngest German captain to lead the team into a championship. No fewer



than eight players in the squad would have been eligible to play for the under-21 team which won the European Championship crown on Friday. With just a year left before Germany starts its defence of the World title, one can only marvel at the options coach Joachim Low has; most with big-match ability and titlewinning experience.



Keeping cool Germany might not have liked the manner of the victory on Sunday. The winning goal came in the 20th minute after Chile’s veteran central midfielder, Marcelo Diaz, dropping deep between the centre-backs as he always does, made an ill-advised turn and lost the ball into the path of Timo Werner. The striker squared past goalkeeper Claudio Bravo for Lars Stindl to tap in. But for a young side to keep its head under some relentless pressure from Chile, it was admirable. For a side which builds up play and attacks with such verve, the number of goals Chile scores are few and far



hand were happy to hit on the counter, the same way they had killed Mexico in the semifinals. Draxler, on the left, made a number of darting runs, partly aided by the overlapping defender Mauricio Isla, often the most-advanced Chilean on the pitch.



Mission accomplished: German players celebrate the Confederations Cup triumph in their own inimitable style BUDA MENDES/GETTY IMAGES *



between. In both the Copa America finals recently, it failed to score in regulation time. And coming into Sunday’s final, it had scored only four in four matches. And against Germany it was the same



story. It pressed with characteristic vigour right from minute one. The best chance of the half came after 19 minutes when the sparkling Arturo Vidal forced Marc-Andre ter Stegen to spill a vicious shot.



CHESS



Gaurav outwits Rahman



HIL in jeopardy?



Rakesh Rao



UTHRA GANESAN



NEW DELHI



Andre Iguodala to stay with the Warriors NEW YORK



Free-agent guard/forward Andre Iguodala agreed to a three-year contract to remain with the Golden State Warriors. The deal, worth $48 million, came after he met with the San Antonio Spurs and Houston Rockets. Iguodala was named the 2015 NBA Finals MVP. AGENCIES



India-A in quarterinals BISHKEK



India-A, comprising Pankaj Advani and Laxman Rawat, stormed into the quarterfinals of the Asian Team Snooker Championship here on Monday. After blanking Qatar 3-0, India-A won 3-2 against Iran-B to make it to the knockout stage. India-B (Dharmender Lilly and Sandeep Gulati) lost both its group matches, going down 3-0 to Hong Kong and to Iran. PTI



Pranjala triumphs



Y. Pranjala. Sports Bureau Sharm El Sheikh



Y. Pranjala won her first pro title on Sunday, beating Giada Clerici 6-7(0), 7-5, 6-4 in the final of the $15,000 ITF women’s tennis tournament here. The 18-year-old World No. 654 recovered from 1-4 in the decider to pull through. The results: $15,000 ITF women, Sharm El Sheikh: Final: Y. Pranjala bt Giada Clerici (Ita) 6-7(0), 7-5, 6-4. $25,000 Futures, Shenzhen: First round: Karunuday Singh bt Zihao Xia (Chn) 7-6(6), 6-3. $15,000 Futures, Colombo: First round: Mikhail Korovin (Rus) bt P.C. Vignesh 6-4, 0-6, 6-1; Pierre Faivre (Fra) bt Suraj Prabodh 6-0, 6-4; Francois-Arthur Vibert (Fra) bt Chandril Sood 6-1, 6-4; Yurii Dzhavakian (Ukr) bt Tarun Anirudh Chilakalapudi 6-2, 6-2. ITF grade-1 juniors, Roehampton: First round: Boys: Danny Thomas (USA) bt Siddhant Banthia 6-2, 6-7(6), 6-3. Girls: Thaisa Grana Pedretti (Bra) bt Mihika Yadav 7-5, 6-0; Maria Cammila Osorio Serrano (Col) bt Mahak Jain 6-3, 6-4; Karolina Berankova (Cze) bt Zeel Desai 5-7, 6-1, 1-0 default.



CM YK



The reputation of some of the illustrious names in the Commonwealth chess championship took a beating as the first round saw lowerrated players punch above their weight on Monday. Fourth seed Ziaur Rahman, the highest-rated GM in the fray, was the biggest casualty after running into a resolute National junior champion Kumar Gaurav who won in 66 moves. On a day that saw 52 winners, Rahman’s compatriot Enamul Hossain also lost. GM-elect M.S. Thejkumar, GM Sahaj Grover, former champion Pravin Thipsay and former Asian women’s champion Tania Sachdev could only manage to split the point against lower-rated rivals. Rahman, playing white in an English Opening game, was in cruise mode against Gaurav until he missed a tactical trick and had to give up a rook for a knight on the 34th move. Thereafter, the



Alexis Sanchez though failed the bundle in the rebound. There were half-chances galore for Charles Aranguiz, Eduardo Vargas and the rest. But each one seemed smitten by anxiety. The Germans on the other



Controversy After the break, tensions rose and tempers flared. Bravo clashed with Joshua Kimmich, who then got earful from Vidal, his Bayern Munich teammate. There was controversy with the Video Assistant Referee System too when Gonzalo Jara’s elbow on Werner’s jaw was video reviewed and confirmed, but



received only a caution. Vidal then skied one over the bar from close and Angelo Sagal, in his first competitive match for Chile, with hardly five minutes left, missed a gilt-edged chance as he failed to turn a cut-back into an empty net. For the Chile fans travelling by the thousands, who had turned the 65,000seater into a home venue with their cries of “Chi! Chi! Chi! Le! Le! Le! Fuerza Chile!” it was a bitter pill to swallow. But Chile can hold its head high. At a time when international football is often dull and dour, it’s full-throttle — albeit physically exhausting — attacking football has stood out. “We know this is the way forward for us,” said Juan Antonio Pizzi, its coach, on the country’s style. “We’ve had confirmation of it again. We go home with no energy left, lots of glory and no trophy. That’s football.” The result: Germany 1 (Stindl 20) bt Chile 0.



(The writer was in St. Petersburg at the invitation of Football for Friendship)



Sagan wins stage despite glitch Britain's Geraint Thomas keeps hold of yellow jersey TOUR DE FRANCE



NEW DELHI



Checkmate: National junior champion Kumar Gaurav, right, upstaged fourth seed Ziaur Rahman in the irst round.



youngster, rated a modest 2014 against Rahman’s 2547, played precisely. He gave up his rook for a ‘queening’ pawn and then came out stronger in an endgame where he had two pawns against Rahman’s bishop. Seventh seed Thej Kumar faced unexpected resistance from women’s National premier player P. Bala Kannamma before escaping with a draw. After 78 moves, Thej heaved a sigh of relief as he successfully thwarted Kannamma’s bishop and two pawns with his lone bishop. Sahaj, seeded eight, was the highest-rated Grandmaster to be held. Paired



against Naitik Mehta, rated more than 300 points below, Sahaj was up a pawn before deciding to trade his knight for two more pawns. But in the end, Mehta came up with a resolute defence to earn a draw in 40 moves. Important results (first round): Open: Divya Deshmukh lost to Abhijeet Gupta; Ziaur Rahman (Ban) lost to Gaurav Kumar; Abhijit Kunte bt Rani Hamid (Ban), P. Bala Kannamma drew with M.S. Thej Kumar; Sahaj Grover drew with Naitik Mehta; Rohit Vassan bt Enamul Hossain (Ban); Pravin Thipsay drew with Manish Anto Cristiano; Saksham Rautela drew with Tania Sachdev.



Unhappy franchises and financial concerns may see the end of the Hockey India League after just five seasons. Unconfirmed reports suggest that HI has advised the International Hockey Federation (FIH) that there will be no HIL in 2018. While there has been no official word from either organisation, sources say trouble has been brewing for a while. Jaypee has been reluctant to continue with Punjab team because of financial problems, said a source. The Delhi franchisee (Wave Group) has been given two weeks to clarify its position. With a stake in two teams, Sahara too has reportedly been under pressure. Also, payment to players across several franchises for the 2017 edition are reportedly delayed and still pending. But there have been no official complaints.



Agence France-Presse Longwy (France)



World champion Peter Sagan won his eighth Tour de France stage despite a technical glitch on the uphill finish to the third stage here on Monday. Sagan's foot came unclipped from his pedal as he started to accelerate at the finish, but he kept his calm and still proved too strong for the competition at the end of the 212.5km run from Verviers in Belgium. Britain's Geraint Thomas was well placed in the finish to keep hold of the race leader's yellow jersey. His team leader and reigning champion Chris Froome also finished amongst the front-runners and moved up from sixth to second, still at 12sec. Australian Michael Matthews was second on the stage with Dan Martin of Ireland third, just ahead of Olympic champion Greg van Avermaet in fourth.



Familiar sight: The 1.6km-long uphill inish to the third stage seemed tailor-made for Peter Sagan and the World champion did not disappoint. BRYN LENNON/GETTY IMAGES *



The 1.6km-long uphill finish to the stage was tailormade for Sagan and the World champion did not disappoint, proving his power despite his minor problem. The 50 points for winning also put him in contention to claim the sprinters' green jersey. He has won that in each of the last five years, although he had only once before



failed to claim the jersey by the third stage. German Marcel Kittel still has that ahead of Tuesday's flat fourth stage that will favour pure sprinters. American Nathan Brown took enough points over the day's five climbs to snatch the polkadot king of the mountains jersey from compatriot and teammate Taylor Phinney.
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IPS officer, to prevent them. from holding a press confer- ence in protest against al- leged atrocities on Dalits. They were detained at. the reserve police lines and. 
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