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History of St.Alphonsus Center



The name: St. Alphonsus Mary De Leguori was born in Naples, of a Noble family. He joined the study of piety with such success that when he was nearly 16 years of age he took the Degree of Doctor in both Cannon and Civil Law at the University of his Native City. He had a special compassion for the poor and country people and founded the Order of the Holy Redeemer, which is now known as the Redeemptist Priest. It was in the year 1787m the ninetieth year of his age, that by his virtues and miracles made him famous and on this account, in 1816, Pope Pius VII enrolled him amongst the Blessed. In 1839 Gregory XVI solemnly inscribed his name on the list of Saints; finally Pope Pius IX, after consulting the Congregation of Sacred Rites declared him a Doctor of the Universal Church. Around 1942 the Redeemptist Priest came to Wilson and built both a school and church for the African Americans in honor of their Founder, St. Alphonsus De Leguori.



History:



In the spring of 1940 Bishop Eugene Mc Guinness invited the Redeemptist Fathers to start a new parish to serve the Black Community in Wilson, N. C. Father Walsh arrived in Wilson on September 24, 1940 with no church no rectory and no congregation. He eventually purchased a suitable parcel of land on North Reid St. opposite the Black Elementary School and the Black Community Center. In February of 1941, Father Joseph Ellison joined Father Walsh to form the new Community. The two Fathers began visiting homes to familiarize families with the teachings of the Catholic Religion. He found one Black Catholic. They held instructions on back and front porches. Before long Father began Mass in the Black Community Center in Wilson across from the Parish site. Father Walsh watched the construction progress. Bishop Mc Guinness blessed the new Church in Wilson, named St. Alphonsus on March 29th; 1942.A black choir from Our Lady of Mercy in Washington, N.C. provided the music for the occasion. In 1948 an Army surplus PX was purchased and transformed into a modern school with class rooms, of the Offices and an assembly hall. The Oblate Sisters of Providence came to staff the school and they attracted the children of many non Catholic Black families. Enrollment reached over 170 pupils.



In 1968, the Oblate Sisters found it necessary to reduce their Wilson Community from 5 to 3 Sisters. Financial problems set in which prohibited the hiring of Lay teachers, the school needed major repairs St. Therese’s School had very little pupils and the school was in very good condition. In 1969-1970 the schools were merged and St. Alphonsus School was school at the end of that year the two Parishes were merged. After much talk and endless meetings the Redeemptist property was sold to the Diocese.



Today St. Alphonsus is the Center for African Ancestry Ministry and Evangelization for the Diocese of Raleigh. The facility is used for Advisory Board Meetings, Cultural Celebrations and meetings for Youth Events, Worship services and more. All are Welcome.
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