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HN Reflections 2012



Conserving Biodiversity for People



Message from the



Chairman



S



ince its establishment in 2000, we underwent many challenges in securing and protecting endangered wildlife species. Besides the strenuous moments, we had very exciting moments as well. It was our privilege to honor Dr Charles MacDougal as the first receipt of the Brian Hogdson Award for Nature Conservation for his tiger works in the country. We appreciate the support and cooperation to us in setting up the first Bird ObservatoryKosi Bird observatory. With the overwhelming support of members and friends of Himalayan Nature this dream has finally materialized. KBO is setup in Jabdi, Sunsari District, where it enjoys open surroundings in over 10 hectares of land of which Himalayan Nature now owns four hectares. We proudly present this annual report summarizing our achievements.
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On our themes: Biodiversity Conservation, Education and Appreciation, Community Welfare and Habitat Restoration, we undertake works on the globally threatened species notably on critically endangered vultures, Bengal Florican, Great Slaty Woodpecker, Fishing Cat, Chinese Pangolin and Snow Leopard. Like previous years, this year also, we achieved participatory Mid-winter Water Bird Count in Nepal. As a regular activity, we worked with farmers on farmland birds conservation, with the foreign university students education exchange program and local youths to discuss different aspects of bird migration. We also promoted eco-friendly activities and encouraged local people to develop a culture of giving and sharing in relation to biodiversity conservation. In order to create conservation awareness through publication of books, posters, and brochures to share intrinsic values of the biodiversity elements. I feel great proud in sharing information about HN’s new endeavour i:e the initiation to establish Nepal’s first bird observatory Kosi Bird Observatory (KBO), a training and research center dedicated for birds, wetland and grassland studies. The KBO will prove to be a dynamic hub for new studies and creation and is definitely gaining popularity day by day. HN has initiated a new concept in biodiversity conservation by declaring Special Conservation Sites (SCS). This new concept will identify specifically located plants or places that support or may support a wealth of other forms of life and generate public interest for its safeguard. This idea will be a milestone in the conservation of the biodiversity outside the protected areas especially within and around the human settlements. In addition, we also launched another important program- Trees for Tomorrow to restore degraded land through the plantation of native land species. No doubt the program will definitely benefit our precious nature and natural resources. Realizing the demand of inclusiveness in the biodiversity conservation, HN collaborates with different grassroots, national and international organizations for the successful accomplishment of its conservation oriented programs. I am sure our efforts and outputs will initiate conservation and sustainable utilization of the biodiversity wealth in the country. I heartily welcome constructive comments and suggestions from our patrons, trustees, supporters, well- wishers and other stakeholders to address the emerging challenges in nature conservation. On behalf of Himalayan Nature team, I would like to extend my appreciation to all of you for backing up HN’s conservation endeavors and hope further strengthen and reinforce the partnerships in the days ahead. I thank all of you and look forward to receive similar support the coming days.
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Message from the



Chief Technical Adviser



N



ature is diverse and larger than our imagination. It is linked to all parts of the earth and in turn also gets affected by each and every activity we conduct. Human has two faces—humankind is its good side and unkind human is its bad side. Nature is stressed by the activities of both types of human, more by the latter. Regular health checkups are needed, few symptoms of sickness we can observe and feel. But there are many that we cannot see immediately, the problems spread like the cancerous cells in our own body. Therefore we must be careful to nurture and worship the nature. Nature is supreme. Himalayan Nature has remained a dynamic organization—carrying out activities under the six broad thematic areas and also changing its working fronts to incorporate the emerging issues. It conducts regular health checkups of various species, sites and ecosystems. It also works with communities to promote public appreciation of nature and for sustainable use of natural resources.
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Fishing Cat study at Koshi Tappu has been a pioneer work for Nepal. For the very first time, HN scientists have used camera trap methods to find their presence in parts of Koshi Tappu and its buffer zone. This project has generated important baseline information on this globally threatened species. Another important work has been the attempt to restore the preferred breeding habitat of Bengal Florican in the famous Chitwan National Park. The work was jointly implemented with the Chitwan National Park and important lessons have been drawn from this work. Other research activities such as vulture population, tern monitoring, pangolin research with community involvement have continued. Farmland bird research has been continued in Koshi and Lumbini and initial reports have been very interesting. The declaration of the first community conserved pangolin area in Bhaktapur District of Kathmandu Valley has been a major conservation outcome. The literature writing by children's writers on birds was a unique programme which resulted in the nice collection of 10 stories related to birds in a book form. Other important publications include about the snow leopards--one a translation and the other an original work, both in vernacular Nepali language. Brian Hodgson Award for Nature Conservation was successfully given to Dr Charles McDougal. Dr McDougal is a pioneer in tiger study and its conservation in Nepal and Bhutan. Kosi Bird Observatory, a centre to study birds and various ecosystems was set up at the edge of the Koshi River, east Nepal. Innovative ideas such as Special Conservation Sites program, Trees for Tomorrow have been also initiated which will some need time for fledging. Himalayan Nature joined the workforce of DNPWC, NTNC and ZSL to work on the Red List for the Birds of Nepal. With other partners, HN has celebrated many international events including the support and participation for the midwinter waterbird count internationally coordinated by the Wetlands International. Himalayan Nature is recognized as a national work force by the relevant authorities in Nepal and has joined IUCN -world's largest network of conservation organizations as a member. This is an important recognition of the organization at the global level. Himalayan Nature is blessed with the support of its Patrons and Trustees, Advisors, Research Fellows, all the funders, board members, staff and well wishers.
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Patrons & Trustees Himalayan Nature is supported by internationally renowned scientists who have a long experience on the natural history of Himalayan region. We express our sincere gratitude to our valuable Patrons and Trustees for their support and kind cooperation in achieving our goals.



Patrons Aleem Ahemad Khan PhD, Professor, Multan University, Pakistan AnantaBhattarai Forensic Analyst, NSW, Australia Andrew Cleave MBE, UK Anne Hawkins, Conservationist, UK Anwaruddin Choudhury PhD DSc, The Rhino Foundation for Nature in NE India Bhagawan Raj Dahal, PhD Candidate, Queensland University, Australia Brian H. Williams MSc, Executive Director, The Red Panda Project Carol Inskipp, Himalayan Ornithologist, UK Catherine Panter-Brick Dr, Anthropologist, Durham University Christoph Zockler PhD, Wader Specialist, UNEP/WCMC David Mills, Specialist, Natural History Tours, UK Edward L. Hagen PhD, Connecticut, USA Eric Butler, UK Esther Lev, Scientific Director, Wetland Conservancy, USA Frank Saris PhD, Director, SOVON, The Netherlands Gary S. Grimm, Psychotherapist, New Mexico, USA GodricWilkie, Musician, Wales Helen Wilkie, Conservationist, Wales Hem SagarBaral PhD, Wildlife Ecologist, Nepal Henk Sierdsema PhD, SOVON, The Netherlands Honourable Barbara J. Wilbrink, Rotterdam, The Netherlands Iain Taylor PhD, Professor of Wildlife Ecology, Charles Sturt University, Australia Ingrid Juttner PhD, Diatomist, National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, UK Jan Wattel PhD, Avian Taxonomy, The Netherlands Janet Hudson, Cottage Industry Specialist, Oregon, USA Joel Heinen PhD, Associate Professor, Florida International University, USA Karan Bahadur Shah, Professor of Zoology, Natural History Museum, Tribhuvan University Rene J Dekker PhD, Natural History Museum, Leiden, The Netherlands Tony and Helen Mainwood, Bird Ringers, UK
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Trustees Kalpana Ghimire, Founder Chair, AutismCare Nepal KP Kafle, Executive Director, SEEDS Linda R. Macaulay, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, USA Martha Brown, Biogeographer, California, USA Maryanne Mills, Specialist, Responsible Tourism, UK Mike H Gee, Conservationist, UK Mohan Raj Bhatta, Vice Chairman, Nepal Appreciative Inquiry National Network (NAINN) Nawal Khatri, Eco-tourism Specialist, California, USA Nima Gyalbu Sherpa Lama, Eco-tourism Specialist, Rotterdam, The Netherlands Paul Jepson PhD, Oxford University, UK Paul Sterry PhD, Naturephotographers Ltd, UK Per Alstrom PhD, Avian Taxonomy, Sweden Peter J Garson PhD, Professor, New Castle University, UK Philip Brewin, Freshwater Specialist, England Philip McGowan PhD, Director of Conservation, World Pheasant Association R J Hewat TD BL, Solicitor, UK Rajnish and Margaret Ale, Eco-tourism Specialist, Edinburgh, UK Ramod Chhetri, Business Entrepreneur, California, USA Robert Arthur Angier, Water Resources Consultant, UK Robert Suermondt, Finance Consultant, The Netherlands Sanjay Guragain, Publicity Specialist, California, USA Sarah Gee, Conservationist, UK Seb Buckton PhD, River Ecologist, UK Shambhu N Ghimire, Conservationist, Italy Sharad Singh, Ecotourism Expert, Nepal Shishir Kumar Singh, CEO, Everest Net Ltd, Nepal Shyam Khattri, MP-KAT LTD, Eco-tourism Specialist, UK Sonam Topgyal Bhutia, Eco-tourism Specialist, New Mexico, USA Stephen Day, Amateur Ornithologist, UK 
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Board of Directors & Directors and Office Bearers Karan Bahadur Shah, Chairman of the Board Professor of Zoology, Natural History Museum, Tribhuvan University Hem Sagar Baral PhD, Chief Technical Adviser and Founder President President, Nepalese Ornithological Union Sharad Singh, Vice President and Director Director, Lumbini Buddha Garden Shambhu Nath Ghimire, Trustee and Founder Member Chairman, Ghimire Holdings Limited Manoj Pandey, Trustee TV Personality, MD, Media Plus P Ltd Mohan Raj Bhatta, Board Member and Trustee Vice Chairman, Nepal Appreciative Inquiry National Network (NAINN) Kalpana Ghimire, Trustee and Board Member Founder Chair, AutismCare Nepal Keshab Prasad Kafle, Trustee and Board Member President and CEO, SEEDS USA Nima Gyalbu Lama Sherpa, Trustee and Board Member Adviser, National Trust for Nature Conservation, Netherlands Chapter Tika Baral, Treasurer and Financial Adviser Director, Jorpati Cooperative Group
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Core Staff



Kosi Bird Observatory Center for Grassland and Wetlands Studies Buddhi Ram Mahato Research Assistant



Director Sharad Singh Email: [email protected]



Buddhi Timsina Administration Assistant Dhan Bahadur Karki Office Attendant



Conservation Officer Prativa Kaspal Email: [email protected]



Research Associates Bhagawan Raj Dahal, PhD Candidate, Queensland University, Australia



Research Officer Prava Pandey Email: [email protected]



Buddhi Sagar Poudel, PhD Candidate, Charles Sturt University, Australia



Accounts Officer Saswot Raj Sharma Email: [email protected]



Janak Raj Khatiwada, High Altitude Mammals



Tika Baral Finance Officer



Tulsi Subedi, Raptor Biologist



Sandesh Bhattarai, PhD Ethnobotany Sarada Poudel, Wildlife Biologist



Field Staff Som G. C., Wildlife Expert



Hari Giri Office Attendant



Dinesh Giri, Field Ornithologist, Lumbini Legal Advisor Chet Bhadhur Khadka, Legal Solutions Sharada Dahal Ghimire, Women Empowerment and Human Rights Nepal
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Himalayan H



imalayan Nature, an international conservational research institute, founded in 2000, commences scientific research on Himalayan floral and faunal diversity. It is an independent, non profitable organization actively working on the hot issues of conservation of natural integrity and serving for the uplift of livelihood of poor people in Himalayan region.
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Himalayan Nature (HN) is a science-based organization and takes sovereign view of biodiversity conservation issues. It proposes advice over the aspects of environmental management to governmental authority and other concerned nature conservation organizations. It aims to release its work on a periodical basis to make the public and policy makers aware of the environmental situation. At present it is working to establish a data system on the vertebrates of Nepal with an aim to future monitoring of their population trends.



HN’s Back up Himalayan Nature is supported by internationally renowned scientists who have a long experience on the natural history of Himalayan region. It works closely with other research and conservation organizations to complement their work and for exchange of data.



Currently it is based in Kathmandu and has a field study centre in the eastern part of Nepal, at the edge of Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve, in Sauraha, Chitwan National Park and in Lumbini, Rupandehi district, west central Nepal. It also aims to establish a centre in the high Himalayas and currently is in a process of negotiation with landowners. We would appreciate any kind of help or recommend that you could provide to achieve the goals set by Himalayan Nature.



Area of Organization The wide geographic coverage for the organization’s work includes northern parts of India, Nepal and Pakistan; entire part of Bhutan, southeast Tibet and the northern side of Myanmar.



Vision Communities that live in harmony with nature and manage biodiversity in the Himalayan region



Mission Himalayan Nature is dedicated to explore the natural history of the Himalayan region to inform and empower the public for a knowledge-based management of natural resources in the most participatory way possible.



Goal Ensure biodiversity conservation and promote peoples’ livelihood in Himalayan communities through research, conservation, awareness, capacity building and networking.
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Research Station at Koshi - Kosi Bird Observatory



Research Station at Lumbini Indian Courser at the Koshi flood



Conserving Biodiversity for people



Objectives The main objectives of Himalayan Nature are to: - Prioritize and implement biodiversity conservation programs that provide tangible benefits to local people and improve their living condition - Conduct scientific and participatory research on flora, fauna and ecosystem dynamics - Promote meaningful participation and awareness of local people in biodiversity research and conservation - Foster dialogue, networking and partnership among local, national and international stakeholders to deal with biodiversity issues at landscape level. - Promote eco-friendly activities in the region eg eco –tourism - Educate and enhance knowledge on biodiversity and its management to local people based on sound research program.



Field Centers Currently it is based in Kathmandu and has a field study centre in the eastern part of Nepal, at the edge of Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. It closely works with Bird Education Society in Chitwan and with Lumbini Development Trust in Lumbini. We would appreciate any kind of help or recommend Himalayan Nature to appropriate agency to achieve the goals set by Himalayan Nature.
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Thematic Programs Himalayan Nature has carried out different programs and activities on the conservation of flora and fauna in various parts of the Himalayan region. Depending on the nature of programs, we collaborate with different grassroots organizations on varied activities. We work mainly, but not exclusively, on the following broad themes.
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Biodiversity Conservation Promoting the vanishing Vulture We have completed vulture conservation program in Koshi, Kapilvastu, Rupandehi and Kanchanpur districts of Nepal. The program has been successfully carried out on vulture nest monitoring, population survey, Diclofenac survey, education outreach programmss, training and capacity building program in and around Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. Education and awareness programs have been conducted through small scaled workshops on Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs) and on the importance of vanishing vultures among the local students, veteri nary practitioners and local stakeholders.



White-rumped vulture and Himalayan vulture resting after carcass feeding
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Initiating the Conservation of the globally threatened Fishing Cat HN is carrying out regular survey of the endangered Fishing Cat, Felis viverrina, a medium sized wild cat in and around Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and its buffer zone areas. Baseline surveys and questionnaire surveys have been carried out to generate the local people perception towards the species conservation awareness and outreach programs for fish farmers, cattle herders, community forest user groups’ members, local stake holders and local students.



Fishing cat in wild
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Himalayan biodiversity is irreplaceable. The world’s major conservation organizations have given special emphasis and invested resources in the region to safeguard this biodiversity.



www.himalayannature.org



15



Farmland bird -Greater coucal in a tree in Lumbini



Concerning on Farmland Bird Conservation



has been launched. The program is being broadcasted by the local FM of Bhaktapur: Nepali ko Radio, 88.8 M Hz. Various conservation awareness programs like school based education programs, community meetings and training programs have been completed so far.



Himalayan Nature prioritizes not only on the mega fauna and threatened species but also give equal importance to the little studied farmlands birds. This year HN studied on the unique biodiversity that is found in the rural and urban settings and in farmlands; however is no where represented in the protected area system of lowland Nepal. It carried the survey on the status, distribution and conservation of farmland birds, habitats information, annual crops, utility of pesticides and aware local community to motivate them in the conservation of farmland birds.



Chinese pangolin with its young one



Continuation of this program will be done again for next fiscal year also.



Strengthening the least noticed yet the globally threatened Pangolin Conservation Although Himalayan Nature has been working on Endangered species of Nepal since its establishment, this year, we are again continuing our trend of studying the least studied endangered Chinese Pangolin of Nepal implementing some robust and practical techniques. We have strengthened the locally formed community based pangolin conservation initiation in the Taudol Chaap Community Forest, Sipadol, Bhaktapur. A yearlong radio program named as Sanrakshan Choutari that solely focused on Pangolin conservation education and mass awareness
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Concern towards protecting the Tern species



completed. The work assessed all 208 mammal species found in Nepal. In the second phase, currently a team comprised of various staff and experts are working towards assessing all known bird species recorded in Nepal. Compared to mammals, this work will involve a higher level of resources in terms of trained human resources, financial resources and time needed to complete the project.



HN has carried out the survey of tern, a migratory bird species in the Koshi River basin to find out its current status. In addition, we have initiated conservation awareness programs, questionnaire survey and local capacity building to identify the tern species in their surrounding area.



Achieving Red List database of Nepal Red list of Nepal comprises comprehensive taxonomic species listed in accordance to the international rules of nomenclature and determination of biodiversity status, threats to species, habitats and ecosystems in the region. Himalayan Nature has been actively working with the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), Zoological Society of London (ZSL) and World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal to prepare the Red List of Nepal. As part of the project, the Red List for Mammals of Nepal has been River tern in Koshi
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Restoring the unique habitat- grassland in Chitwan National Park Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis, Critically Endangered, is a large bird species which in Nepal is found entirely in protected areas. Its population has declined sharply chiefly because of habitat loss and alteration and to a lesser extent by hunting. The species prefers Imperata grassland which is disappearing because of invasion by taller coarse grass species. Himalayan Nature has collaborated with Chitwan National Park to restore its favored habitat in its former haunts in Chitwan. HN thanks Chitwan National Park for the technical support for this project. A half an hour documentary has also been broadcasted in Nepal Television on 3 July 2012 about the work on this project. Some preliminary work has been completed in Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and planned to expand the program in the reserve.



Bengal Florican- Globally threatened bustard in CNP



Bird watchers at Koshi
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Group photo of all the prominent writers who only focus on children of the country



Education and Appreciation Promoting Lumbini as a Bird Watching Destination through Literature Writing Lumbini is the birthplace of Lord Buddha and listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This pilgrimage site in southwest Nepal attracts Buddhists devotees from around the world, who arrive to pay homage at the Sacred Garden where the enlightened one was born. Lumbini is the holy place for Buddhist and each year large number of Buddhist and other religion people visit this place. After a decade of civil war, Nepal is now in undergoing peace process. Therefore, the Government of Nepal is willing to promote and establish Lumbini the major image for the world’s peace. Recently, the Government of Nepal is planning to develop Lumbini as one of the most centralized and modern Buddhism touristic hub of the world to promote this plan, we are celebrating year 2012 as Visit Lumbini Year. Nepal Tourism Board, private tourism entrepreneurs, Lumbini Development Trust and many other government and nongovernmental organizations are jointly participating in this national event to promote Lumbini in the international tourism markets In this background, and in an effort to assist Government of Nepal to spread the message of Visit Lumbini Year, Himalayan Nature proposed to involve nearly a dozen established Nepali writers as possible marketing agents for the same. The plan was to take these poets/writers to Lumbini and familiarize with birds and culture of the area. Thereafter all the writers will write various pieces of stories and other write ups about Lumbini and its bird’s. This ultimately promotes a sustainable nature and rural landscape based ecotourism amongst members of the public for travel to Lumbini.
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Increasing the awareness of communities is an essential component of conservation programs. This will lead to effective resource utilization and its long term sustainability. Himalayan Nature contributes its part through various activities.
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Nepalese and non- Nepalese students in a group photo



Promoting Student Education Program With the collaboration of Dr. Iain Taylor of Charles Sturt University, Australia, Himalayan Nature again completed this year’s student education program to disseminate the knowledge about natural resource, conservation and human development of Nepal. The program last for about a month to study environment and culture of Kathmandu, Ghandruk, Chitwan and Lumbini of Nepal. In addition, Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation, Nepal has also supported us for the program. In December 2011, 13 students from Australia and several counterpart students in Nepal participated in the program. Local kitchen of Ghanduk VDC
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Honoring the dedicated and valuable scholars: Brain Hodgson Award for Nature Conservation Brian Houghton Hodgson (1800-1894) was a Himalayan ornithologist, an early naturalist and ethnologist working in British India and Nepal as an English civil servant. He had a special interest in the birds and mammals of Nepal and the surrounding Himalayan region. He had discovered 39 species of mammals and 124 species of birds which had not been described previously, 79 of the bird species were described himself as new to science. He contributed significantly to enrich the knowledge on the Himalayan flora and fauna. Himalayan Nature feels extremely proud for being the leader to honour a nearly forgotten but the most important hero of natural history research/ conservation of the Himalayan region—and also a true friend of Nepali people, Brian Hodgson. This award was the highest honour for scientists and conservationists working in the Himalayan region.



Dr Charles Walter McDougal-the first recipient of the BHANC 2010



In the memory and honor of this great Himalayan scholar, Himalayan Nature has set up a Brian Hodgson Award for Nature Conservation to commemorate the year 2010 as International Year of Biodiversity. After the careful review of all the applicants, the expert panel nominated Dr Charles Walter McDougal as the first recipient of the Brian Hodgson Award for Nature Conservation 2010. Dr Mc Dogual received this prestigious award in a ceremony held in Kathmandu on 20 July 2012. The award was handed over to Dr McDougal jointly by the British Ambassador HE John Tucknott MBE and Director General of the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Mr Krishna Prasad Acharya.



Glimpse of BHANC Award function
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Event Celebrations Asian mid-winter waterbird count 2012



The Asian Water Bird Census (AWC) is the longest run bird count and bird monitoring program to promote public participation to monitor the distribution and populations of water birds and status of wetlands in Limbini, Koshi, Chitwan, Jagdishpur, Pokhara, Ghodagodi, Karnali, Suklaphata. The count took place in five protected areas, Ramsar Sites spreading across fifty five sites of Nepal and is one of the largest participatory monitoring involving more than 200 volunteers in the program.



Asian mid-winter water bird count team



HN is very pleased to have a large network of volunteers every year for this program in Nepal. This program has been kindly supported by Wetland International.



World Wetlands Day-2012



In celebration of World Wetlands Day 2012 and the fortieth anniversary, Himalayan Nature has organized Bal Sahitya ma Chara program related activities from 2nd to 10th February to aware public and to safeguard our valuable wetland resources. Himalayan Nature conducted mainly on three activities: Bird survey and bird watching activities in Koshi in collaboration with Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Gaidahawa, Lumbini. On this occasion, HN actively participated in bird festival organized every year in Koshi Tappu, a prime destination for bird and wildlife watching. This festival has been organized to make the public aware of the need to conserve wildlife and bird habitats and stop human encroachment. Bird watching program in Lumbini including Gaidahawa Lake, a key biodiversity area (KBA) were conducted by the field ornithologist Mr Dinesh Giri. Beside these, a poster on pangolin with a conservation message was being launched during the program in Koshi- focal area for World Wetlands Day. Celebration of Wetlands Day
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Young birdwatchers at Koshi



Wildlife Week 2012



HN, one of the conservation partners of Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), participated in the celebration of 17th wildlife week held in Kathmandu. The program conducted to raise conservation awareness on the wildlife of Nepal with a daylong bird watching and plant identification activities in Shivapuri-Nagarjun National Park. During the closing ceremony, HN launched the new book- Prabet ko Pret. It is a Nepali translated book: The Ghost of the Mountain which is related to snow leopard by Prof. Karan B Shah.



World Migratory Bird Day- 2012



HN celebrated World Migratory Bird Day 2012 from 13th to 16th May by conducting bird watching and awareness programs in Gaidahawa Lake, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Dharan Forest one of the IBA of Nepal. The program mainly focused for the conservation of migratory bird species and to give information on the environmental consequences that may create from the possible habitat loss of these migratory birds. In addition, we focused on the status and distribution of vultures and raptors in Gaidahawa Lake, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Dharan Forest of Nepal. Furthermore conservation awareness programs have been conducted in different local schools of these areas. Celebration of Wildlife week
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Conservation of nature can be achieved more easily in an aware and wellto-do community than an aware but impoverished community. Education and awareness alone are not sufficient if a community is struggling to live. Himalayan Nature encourages people to develop a culture of giving and sharing. The joy of giving is greater than that of receiving.
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Caring the little sparrows: World Sparrow Day



Beyond the studies on threatened species of birds and mammals, Himalayan Nature cares for the sparrow though they are common birds to us. HN celebrated World Sparrow Day (WSD) 2012 by undertaking sparrow count, bird watching activities, interviews and organizing education program in Lumbini and Koshi of Nepal. A total number of 299 sparrows have been counted through direct count method from Lumbini and Koshi.  Education awareness programs were conducted among the students of local government, private schools and higher schools through lecture and by the use of images of House Sparrow, Eurasian Tree Sparrow with an aim to aware people on the status and threats to them although they are very common species to us. Our activities were broadcasted by the local FM stations.



International Vulture Awareness Day 2011



HN produces useful, informative and scientific publications that contribute for raising awareness, increasing public appreciation of wildlife and natural environment, setting up region’s biodiversity databank.
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International Vulture Awareness Day-2011  was celebrated by organizing several programs in different districts of Nepal from 1st September to 7th September 2009. Art competition, Essay competition among students, interaction with media, radio interview, rally, field trips to vulture restaurant and many more were organized.



Vulture conservation and education awareness activities among school students
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Strengthening Communities Hem Sagar Baral Scholarship Scheme



A scholarship scheme for the poorest students who cannot afford to pay for basic education up to grade 5 to 12 standard in the schools of Prakashpur Higher Secondary School of Sunsari, Nepal has been launched in 2012. Through this fund sixteen students of different communities have directly benefited. This fund has been running with financial support of Dr. Hem Sagar Baral, Dr. Iain Taylor and well wishers of Himalayan Nature.



Supporting conservation initiatives



Beside celebration of events, Himalayan Nature has facilitated and supported the ‘Third Seminar on Small Mammals Conservation Issues’ organized by Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation (SMCRF) on 15th May 2012. In addition, various activities on bird education and awareness programs in east and central Nepal including poster publications have been supported with the collaboration of Bird Conservation Nepal. Support has been also provided to the World’s first community managed Jatayu: the vulture restaurant. In the second phase, HN is supporting a staff for patrolling community managed forests where vultures are nesting in Nawalparasi district.



Financial support



HN supported financially the elephant race programme organized by Hotel Association, Chitwan Chapter at Sauraha, Chitwan and Vulture Restaurant at Nawalparasi. Conservation education awareness activities on Tern conservation at KBO
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Thinking up the future: Trees for Tomorrow Plantation of Simal (Bombax ceibia) trees for the community managed vulture restaurant in Dang district was started since 2010. One staff at the community managed vulture restaurant has been supported through this project to look after the planted trees. Another staff member supported to guard the community forest around Nawalparasi community managed vulture restaurant. These restaurants are targeted to protect vultures in the wild by providing them with food that is not contaminated with diclofenac, the chemical responsible for the poisoning of vultures. These restaurants are targeted to preserve vultures in the wild by providing safe food to vultures. Bombax ceibia tree is the most preferred tree for roosting and nesting by vultures and several other species of global concern such as the Indian Spotted Eagle, the Lesser Adjutant and the Greyheaded Fish Eagle. Plantation around KBO



These Bombax ceibia trees are logged for commercial importance so logging of trees may limit the nest-site availability. The plantation of Bombax ceiba trees around the vulture “restaurant” is needed for its better roosting and nesting to recover decimated population. Trees for Tomorrow are a new initiative to save the threatened species of birds and other wildlife. Conservation education and awareness at KBO



Setting up a history: Nepal’s first bird Observatory- Kosi Bird Observatory, KBO Grassland and Wetland Study Center



Himalayan Nature has started a permanent base known as Kosi Bird Observatory (KBO). It bears a full four hectare of land at a site just north of Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve, for the study of biodiversity and migratory birds. Government of Nepal has also given full support to this project of establishing a national ringing scheme. Under this project, an awareness program, capacity building program, participatory monitoring program were being run in and around Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve throughout the year. There are plans to extend it further in future as we continue to raise funds to support and expand this project.



Conservation of the Special Conservation Sites Conservation organizations working worldwide have launched various programs aiming to safeguard biological diversity of the region.These include Conservation International’s Biodiversity Hotspots and Key Biodiversity
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Areas, WWF’s Eco-Regions, MacArthur Foundation’s Biological Hotspots, Bird Life International’s Endemic Bird Areas, Important Bird Areas, Plant Life International’s Important Plant Areas etc. In the region, ICIMOD and WWF together with governmental institutions have launched the Sacred Himalayan Landscape, Terai Arc Landscape, and the Living Himalayas program which aim to preserve larger scale landscape. At a much reduced scale and a new concept for conservation organizations, Himalayan Nature has initiated Special Conservation Sites (SCS) program- an innovative initiation. A single tree or a very small area can be designated as SCS. Spread to many sites, this idea will save a significant amount of biodiversity and will mostly be implemented outside protected area and close to human settlements. These sites will identify plants or places that support or may support a wealth of other forms of life.



Nepal has long been known as a home for very many species of species of birds including many threatened species that migrate over and through the Himalayas. Both long distance and altitudinal migrants are abundant. However, there have been no opportunities for long-term systematic studies of these birds and the threats to them.



Special Conservation Sites program will be initiated to protect and conserve biodiversity even in a single. Ministry of Local Development/Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation will recognize and identify the potential conservation site. The local stakeholders of the site will be VDCs, DDC and Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation.



Knowledge sharing through publications A Book on the Snow Leopard- Parbat Ko Pret



It is a translated book of The Ghost of the Mountain; a book on the Snow Leopard conservation. This book is written by Sujatha Padmanabhan and translated in Nepali language as Parbat Ko Pret by Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah.



Conservation through the tales- Chara ka Katha
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A comprehensive book in local dialect for the conservation of the Snow Leopard in Nepal: Nepal ma Hiunchituwa ko Sanrakshan



Books



A book titled Nepal ma Hiunchituwa ko Sanrakschan in Nepali language has been published this year. This is a book on conservation of the Snow Leopard. The book is written to focus on the conservation of the Snow Leopard by highlighting its conservation values to the local ecosystems, the local people and other stakeholders. This book is written comprehensively by the well known scientists: Prof. Karan B Shah and Dr Hem Sagar Baral. HN firmly believes in this book to bring up awareness to local people towards its conservation. About 1000 copies have been printed and have been distributed in all over the Snow leopard range areas of Nepal in free of cost. This project is supported by the kind contribution of Snow leopard Network, USA. Most recently Himalayan Nature has published 1000 copies of Chara ka Katha book in Nepali language focusing on the birds and culture for the young students of Nepal. A total of 10 articles have been compiled and five young artists have been given the task of drawing illustrations. The book has been edited by Shree Om Shrestha ‘Rodan’ with joint foreword by Dr Hem Sagar Baral and Mrs Krishna Tamrakar. Technical and financial support was given by Himalayan Nature to update and publish



Posters



@ km]a|'c/L ljZj l;d;f/ lbj;



YMCK



World Wetland Day 2012 Poster (Calligrafic Studio)



  



         ���   
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Financial Report 2011/2012 Janak & Associates Chartered Accountants



Independent Auditor's Report The Members Himalayan Nature Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal. We have conducted the financial audit of the attached financial statement of Himalayan Nature for the period from July 17, 2011 to July 15, 2012. These financial statements are the responsibility of the management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with Nepal standards on auditing. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation; we believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. We have not come across the cases where the entity is non-complaint of chapter 17 of income tax act 2002. We have not come across the cases where the entity had carried any activity contrary to its objectives. We have not come across the cases where the Himalayan nature has acted contrary to the provision of the laws, regulations, and provisions of the agreement with donor agencies. In our opinion, the financial statements gives a true and fair view of the financial position of the Himalayan Nature for the period July 17, 2011 to July 15, 2012 in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.



Place: Kathmandu Date: September 10, 2012 



C.A.Dilman Singh Chand Partner For: Janak & Associates Chartered Accountants
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Supporters



Manfred Hermsen Stiftung für Natur und Umwelt







PO Box 10918 Lazimpat Kathmandu Nepal Tel 977 1 4423225 Fax 977 1 4444527 [email protected] www.himalayannature.org Text: Prativa Kaspal / Prava Pandey / Sharad Sing Design: Rajeev Tiwary (Calligrafic Studio) Photo credit: ACAP/Hem Sagar Baral, commons.wikimedia.org, nationalgeographic.com, Krishna Gurung, Rajeev Tiwary, Prativa Kaspal and HN Photo Archive
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