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THE SEOUL PURPOSE The Missionary Newsletter of Rev. Chuck and Jean Hoffman serving in Seoul, South Korea



October 2016



The Blessing and Challenge of International Church Ministry There is a blessing and a challenge to pastoring an international church. The blessing is you get to meet people from all over the world. Since coming two years ago, I’m not sure there has been a single week that did not bring at least one newcomer. On a normal Sunday we have around five brand new people. They may be travelers or curious locals or foreigners who have just moved in. For example, last Sunday at ILC saw a new young woman from Finland and also a traveler from Singapore. Both said they came because they are Lutheran. But with this blessing also comes a challenge. As much as people are coming they are also going. The picture below was taken just at the end of August but already four people in the picture have moved away from Seoul. Each year we lose five to ten families. It can be hard to be always saying good-bye. But one thing remains constant. Whether someone comes to International Lutheran Church in Seoul for one week or one year or one decade, it is my mission that they hear faithful, biblical teaching and preaching. I know for some this is new to them. For others it is a welcome taste of something familiar and comforting. No matter who comes through the door, or how long they stay they will hear about sin that condemns and a Savior who died and rose again for our forgiveness.



A group of worshipers from our church out to lunch after Sunday worship on August 28th.



How Long Oh Lord? Support Tax-deductible gifts may be given through:



Mission Central 40718 Highway E16 Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 or



LCMS P.O. Box 66861 Saint Louis, MO 631666861 Sam and his wife and three kids, also holding our twin girls, over for lunch.



Sam was my roommate during my very first semester at Michigan State University in 1998. He was my first exposure to Korean culture. Several times during the semester I saw him show openness to the Gospel as he discussed faith with Christians. At the time this upset me because I was very closed and hard-hearted to the Gospel. Then I came to faith and began sharing the Gospel with him as well! That was 18 years ago. Now we both have a wife and kids. We have maintained our friendship through all these years. I have been sharing the Gospel all through these years as well. At times I see fruit and possibility, but at other times it feels like little progress has been made in such a long time. I thank God that his faithful Christian mother is now taking his three children to her Korean church. I pray that they receive a strong grounding in the faith. However, I continue to pray for Sam and his wife to come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Yet it seems that God is not finished with Sam. When I drove him to the Lansing Airport in 1998, I thought I’d never see him again. Now he’s just an hour away on the subway. Please join me in praying for Sam and his wife and his children.



Rev. Chuck and Jean Hoffman International Lutheran Church 148 Hannam-daero Yongsan-Gu Seoul, South Korea 04417 [email protected]



Checks payable to “Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod” Include “Hoffman—Korea” in the memo line. Support may also be given securely at www.lcms.org/hoffman



We wish to thank all of our supporters who have allowed this ministry in Korea to take place, thank you!



If you are currently receiving a hard copy of this newsletter and are able to receive it over email instead please contact Pastor Chuck with your email address. This helps keep printing costs down!
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