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Oral statement to the 31st Session of the UN Human Rights Council Agenda Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development Clustered Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment and the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing March 3, 2016 The Sisters of Mercy, with the NGO Mining Working Group and the Western Downs and Wider Unconventional Gas Group of Chinchilla, Australia, thank Special Rapporteurs Mr. John Knox and Ms. Leilani Farha for their reports. We come today to echo the call to clarify the human rights dimensions of fracking. From Australia to the US to Argentina, our communities report violations related to the right to a safe, clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. At a recent Senate inquiry Queensland Australia, the impacted Chinchilla Community decried governmental failures at every level to heed peoples’ concerns and prevent human rights violations related to coal seam gas mining. Governmental conduct infringing on human rights includes damage to potable water; refusal to offer protection from the hazards of unconventional gas mining; refusal to allow for the proper complaint process and participation; failure to carry out study and testing to monitor the safety of food grown in the area and atmospheric and environmental damage that has rendered homes unsafe. In response to these growing concerns, the Sisters of Mercy recently published a guide for human rightsbased advocacy addressing the risks of fracking. We are pleased that the people in Chinchilla and those communities preparing to participate in the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal Session on the Human Rights Impacts of Fracking are using the guide and we are happy to draw your attention to this resource. We applaud the Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment’s acknowledgment of the need for additional human-rights based assessments like ours. We urge the Special Rapporteur to: • Encourage further scrutiny of fracking through a thematic report or other means; and • Actively participate in the IGWG on business and human rights to ensure proper consideration of fracking and other extractive industries. We ask the Human Rights Council and all member states to critically assess how fracking and related policies impact human rights through broad public debate and in all human rights mechanisms, including the Universal Periodic Review. Finally, we ask the Special Rapporteurs, the Human Rights Council and the government of Australia to monitor and respond to the human rights situation of the people in Chinchilla directly impacted by coal seam gas mining. 
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