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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Important Days (May 2017)                                  



1st Sunday of May - World Laughter Day May 1 - International Workers' Day May 1 - May Day May 3 - World Press Freedom Day May 4 - Greenery Day May 4 - Remembrance of the Dead May 4 - Star Wars Day May 5 - Cinco de Mayo May 5 - International Midwives' Day May 6 - International No Diet Day May 7 - World Wide Day of Genital Autonomy May 8 - Victory in Europe Day May 9 - World pizza Day May 11 - Military Spouse Appreciation Day May 12 - International Nurses Day May 14 - Mother's Day (2nd Sunday of May) May 15 - International Day of Families May 17 - International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia May 17 - World Information Society Day May 20 - National Paola Snapchats Madison Day May 21 - Anti-Terrorism Day May 22 - International Day for Biological Diversity May 23 - Labour Day (Jamaica) May 23 - World Turtle Day May 24 - World Brother Day May 25 - World Thyroid Day May 25 - African Liberation Day May 25 - Geek Pride Day May 25 - International Missing Children's Day May 25 - Towel Day May 25 - World Multiple Sclerosis Day May 28 - Menstrual Hygiene Day May 31 - World No Tobacco Day Last Monday of May - Memorial Day
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com State NEWS Andhra Pradesh Capital : Amaravati; Chief minister : N Chandrababu Naidu Governor : E. S. L. Narasimhan. Andhra amends law to appoint PV Sindhu as elite officer  The Andhra Pradesh Assembly passed an amendment to its public services law to appoint Olympics silver medal-winning shuttler PV Sindhu as a Group-1 officer in the government. Andhra Pradesh ropes in Singapore firms to develop start-up area in Amaravati  Singapore-based Ascendas-Singbridge Pvt Ltd and Sembcorp Development Ltd were awarded a contract by the Andhra Pradesh government to act as the master developer for a start-up area in the capital city of Amaravati. The JISC (joint implementation steering committee) will be co-chaired by the AP CM chief minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and Minister of trade and industry of Singapore govt S.Iswaran. Andhra Pradesh govt to launch soon water grid project to provide safe drinking water  Andhra Pradesh government will soon be launching a water grid project on a fast track with an estimated cost of 8,000 crore rupees to provide safe drinking water in areas vulnerable to kidney disorders like Srikakulam and Prakasam districts. This was stated by Panchayat Raj and Rural Development Minister Nara Lokesh in Amaravati. AIIB approves $160 million loans for power project in Andhra Pradesh  The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved $ 160 million loans for a power project in Andhra Pradesh. It is the first credit from the bank for an Indian project. It has been approved the project with the objective to strengthen the power transmission and distribution system in Andhra Pradesh. Organization : Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) Headquarters: Beijing, China President: Jin Liqun Assam Capital : Dispur; Chief Minister : Sarbananda Sonowal; Governor : Banwarilal Purohit Assam gets its first Shatabdi Express  Minister of State for Railways Rajen Gohain flagged off Assam's first Shatabdi Express from Dibrugarh. Gohain further urged the people to take care of railway property. Assam govt. to provide Rs 5000 each to divyangs for their development  The Assam government will provide Rs 5000 each to five lakh 'divyangs' for their development. As per the 2011 census, there are 68 thousand divyangs in the state.  According to the Deputy Director of Social Welfare department Naba Kumar Tamuli,a survey is being conducted to know the exact number of divyangs in the state. Centre declares entire Assam as 'disturbed' area under AFSPA  The Centre has declared entire Assam, besides bordering areas of Meghalaya, as a disturbed area, under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), for three more months. In a gazette notification, the Home Ministry cited violence perpetrated by insurgent groups like ULFA, NDFB and others as the reason for enforcing AFSPA for three more months, with effect from the 3rd of this month. Assam govt decides to set up Act East Policy Affairs department in state  The Assam govt. has decided to set up Act East Policy Affairs department in the state. The new department will be set up in a bid to give the boost to the ‗Act East policy‘. The State Cabinet has also decided to create a Rhino Protection Force to curb poaching. India's longest bridge Dhola-Sadia Bridge in assam inaugurated by PM Modi  Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the country‘s longest bridge - the Dhola-Sadia Bridge in Assam .Mr Modi named the bridge after legendary singer Bhupen Hazarika.This three lane, 9.15 kilometre bridge has been built over the Brahmaputra river. It links Dhola to Sadia, both in Assam. The bridge will reduce the distance from Rupai on NH- 37 in Assam to Meka-Roing on NH-52 in ArunachalPradeshby165KM. www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Chhattisgarh Capital : Raipur; Chief minister : Raman Singh; Governor : Balram Das Tandon Chattisgarh auctions India‟s most expensive limestone block  Chattisgarh successfully auctioned its third limestone block, Kesla-II to Dalmia Cement with the highest bid received 96.15% of IBM (Indian Bureau of Mines) prices which are 20 times more than the reserve price. Kesla-II block is situated in the Tilda Tehsil of Raipur district of Chhattisgarh and covers over 357 hectares of area with an average grade of 43% CaO. In terms of percent of IBM prices, this deal has broken the national record held by Rajasthan at 67.94 percent of IBM prices for its limestone block of Nagaur District. Goa Capital – Panaji; CM – Manohar Parrikar; Governor - Mridula Sinha Rupee 500 penalty on plastic bags in Goa  Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar told that to tackle the menace of garbage and litter in public places, the Goa government will impose a fine of 500 rupees from July to implement a ban on buying and selling of plastic bags below 50 microns. Gujarat Capital: Gandhinagar; Chief Minister : Vijay Rupani; Governor : Om Prakash Kohli Ahmedabad to host a mega-event to celebrate International Yoga Day  The city of Ahmedabad in Gujarat would be hosting the biggest ever International Yoga Day event on 21 June 2017. The same was announced by Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev while addressing a press conference in the city. The Yogi announced that the event would witness participation from over 5 lakh people. Gujarat govt launches implementation of Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojna  Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has launched the implementation of Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojna in the state. AIR correspondent reports that the scheme will cover more than 14,000 homeless families in the rural areas in Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Anand, Aravalli and Kheda districts. PM Modi inaugurates series of projects in Gujarat  Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for various projects of the Kandla Port in Kutch district of Gujarat. The projects include construction of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Convention Center, 14th and 16th Cargo berths, Railway Bridge at Sal junction, Mechanised fertiliser handling facility and purchase of two mobile harbour crane.



Haryana Capital: Chandigarh; Chief Minister : Manohar Lal Khattar; Governor : Kaptan Singh Solanki Haryana govt to set up 15 solid waste management clusters  Haryana Government has decided to set up 15 integrated solid waste management clusters to deal with solid waste in urban areas. Out of these, electricity would be generated from solid waste in three clusters and manure from the remaining 12 clusters. Giving this information at Chandigarh an official spokesman said that a solid waste management plant is being set up at Faridabad at a cost of Rs 330 crore. Police public schools will be set up in Haryana  The Haryana Govt. will set up police public schools in all subdivisions to provide best education facilities to the children of police personnel in the state by the end of April 2018. 1,560 houses for police personnel are being constructed by the corporation in the first phase and construction of 1,500 more houses will be undertaken in the second phase. Haryana govt to offer meals at subsidised rates for workers  The Haryana government has decided to open canteens offering meals at subsidised rates to registered construction workers under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana at 23 locations in the state. This was disclosed by www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Minister of State for Labour and Employment, Nayab Singh, after presiding over a review meeting of the Department at Chandigarh. Every house to get smart ID in Haryana  The teams of Saksham and e-Numerator would visit houses to feed their GPS location in tablets and create smart house IDs online and link each house with biometric in Haryana. The state government would make sure that benefits of 150 services of 87 departments are provided online through this data. Haryana to start door-to-door survey to collect data of every resident  Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar has decided to gather a detailed data of every resident and issue a sleek identity for every house in Haryana. The facilities includes social security pension, scholarship, MGNREGA, loans and LPG connection. During the survey, address of each house, location, details of owner of the house, bank account numbers, IFSC code and Aadhaar and personal details will be gathered. Rajnath Singh chairs Northern Zonal Council meeting in Chandigarh  The 28th meeting of the Northern Zonal Council chaired by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh is underway at Chandigarh. The meeting is being attended by Punjab Governor V P Singh Badnore, Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarider Singh, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar lal, Deputy Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Nirmal Singh, Water Resources Minister of Rajasthan Dr Ram Partap, Lt Governor of Delhi Anil Baijal and Delhi Minister Imran Husain. Haryana govt increases disability pension of labourers  Haryana Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board has increased the disability pension of labourers from Rs 300 to Rs 3,000. Minister of State for Labour and Employment, Nayab Singh Saini said this while interacting with media persons at Chandigarh. ISRO, NASA to jointly inspect 'oldest civilization' site in Haryana  Teams of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the United States and the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) would inspect the excavation being carried out at an archaeological site in Haryana's Fatehabad district to verify claims of it being the oldest civilization in the world. Organisation : Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Headquarters: Bengaluru Director: A. S. Kiran Kumar Bhindawas bird sanctuary to be developed as tourist resort: Haryana CM  Haryana Chief Minister, Manohar Lal has said that the Bhindawas Bird Sanctuary in Jhajjar, a heaven for the migratory birds, would be developed as a beautiful tourist destination. Mr Manohar Lal, accompanied by Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare Minister Om Parkash Dhankar, announced this after visiting the lake, Prakritik Chetna Kendra, and the watch-tower set up in the Bhindawas Bird Sanctuary in Jhajjar . Haryana launches e-textbook portal for school students  The Haryana chief minister ‗Manohar Lal‘ has launched ‗e-textbook portal‘ for school students. Now, Students can download school books instantly from this e-textbook portal of the Haryana School Education Board. World Bank offers help to make state Open Defecation Free: Haryana CM  Haryana Chief Minister ManoharLal has said a team of experts from World Bank has offered to help to work towards Open Defecation Free, ODF, plus status. ODF plus refers to total sanitation in terms of solid waste management, improved sewerage lines, storm water drains and puccacement roads. Addressing a press conference in Chandigarh, he said, 44 villages, two each from a district, would be taken up under a pilot project to ensure cleanliness by 1st November this year.The Chief Minister also said that the scope of Saksham Yuva Yojna has been widened from April to include graduates. Free travel facility for women students in Haryana  The Haryana government has decided to more than double the limit of free travel facility in the State Roadways buses for women college students. Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has approved a proposal to increase this limit from 60 to 150 km, an official release stated here . The decision will benefit 2.15 lakh women students in the State. Indian Railways to Track Wagons and Coaches with RFID tags  For tracking of wagons, coaches and locomotives to ensure the effective and transparent functioning of the system, the RFID tags have been designed by the Centre for Railway Information System (CRIS) at an www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com estimated cost of Rs 1000 per tag. For the first phase of implementation of this project, the Railways have sanctioned a sum of Rs 57 crore. RFID:radio-frequency identification tags Himachal Pradesh Capital : Shimla; Chief Minister : Virbhadra Singh; Governor : Acharya Dev Vrat Himachal Pradesh implements DDUGJY in two phases  In Himachal Pradesh the Deen Dayal Upadhaya Gram Jyoti Yojana is being implementing in two phases. Total 12 projects have been sanctioned with the cost of 159 Crore 12 Lakh Rupees. As per the census of 2011 the state has total 17882 inhabited villages where total rural households are 14.56 Lakh. Jammu & Kashmir Capital : Jammu (Winter), Srinagar (Summer); Chief Minister : Mehbooba Mufti; Governor : Narinder Nath Vohra E-clinics service for farmers started in J&K to double farmers‟ income by 2022. The J&K government launched an eclinics service for farmers with the aim to double farmers‘ income by 2022. The Department of Agriculture,in collaboration with Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International(CABI), has set up 15 plant clinics in Samba, Kathuaand Jammu. Jharkhand Capital : Ranchi; Chief minister : Raghubar Das; Governor : Draupadi Murmu Venkaiah Naidu announces separate 24x7 DD Channel for Jharkhand  Minister for Information & Broadcasting Venkaiah Naidu announced a separate 24x7 DD channel for the state of Jharkhand. The plan was announced at the review meeting of the programmes and initiatives of Ministry of I&B held at Ranchi, Jharkhand. The meeting was attended by Chief Minister Raghubar Das. Kerala Capital : Thiruvananthapuram; Chief Minister : Pinarayi Vijayan; Governor : P Sathasivam Kerala organizes first ever transgender athletic meet  Kerala has organized the country's first transgender one-day athletic meet at Thiruvananthapuram in which 132 participants from 12 districts participated. Kerala Sports Minister A. C. Moideen has inaugurated the event at the Central Stadium. Kerala is now a fully electrified State, declared by CM Pinarayi Vijayan  Kerala turned a fully electrified State as part of the celebrations to mark the Left Democratic Front government‘s first anniversary. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who made the formal declaration at an event here, added a personal note by recalling his childhood in a village without electricity in Kannur district. Madhya Pradesh Capital : Bhopal; Chief minister : Shivraj Singh Chouhan; Governor : Om Prakash Kohli (Addl) Madhya Pradesh becomes 1st state to shift to January to December financial year  Madhya Pradesh became the first state in India to switch to the January-December financial year from existing April-March cycle. A decision to this effect was taken at the state cabinet meeting held in Bhopal. The practice of April-March financial year was adopted in 1867 by the British Government. MP CM Shivraj Singh Chauhan inaugurates world level weapon production unit in Bhind district  The world level weapon production unit ―Punj Lyod Defence System‖ was inaugurated in Malanpur Industrial Area of Bhind district of Madhya Pradesh. The unit was jointly inaugurated by Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Union Rural Development Minister Narendra Singh Tomar. It www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com has been set up in the joint partnership of India‘s Punj Lyod and Israel Weapon Industry under the Make in India Programme. India‟s First Private Sector Small Arms Manufacturing Plant Inaugurated  India‘s first private sector small arms manufacturing plant has been inaugurated in Madhya Pradesh to supply world class weapons to the armed forces in line with the India‘s defence indigenisation programme. The plant is a joint venture between India‘s Punj Lloyd and Israel Weapon Systems. The plant will manufacture four products, namely, X95 carbine and assault rifle, Galil sniper rifle, Tavor assault rifle and Negev Light Machine Gun (LMG). Madhya Pradesh bans Sand Excavation in Narmada River  The State Government of Madhya Pradesh has put an indefinite ban on the sand excavation in the Narmada River. This announcement has been made by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in Bhopal. Maharashtra Capital : Mumbai; Chief Minister : Devendra Fadnavis; Governor : C Vidyasagar Rao Maharashtra 1st state to use automated weather stations for farmers  Maharashtra became the first state to install first-of-its-kind automated weather stations for farmers in the region. The state government aims to install a total of 2,065 such units at the village/mandal level across Maharashtra. India's 2nd tallest national flag hoisted in Kolhapur  Marking the formation day of Maharashtra, CM Devendra Fadnavis hoisted India's second tallest national flag in Kolhapur at 303 feet. The flag used for the pole was 90 feet long and 60 feet wide, and cost around Rs1.1 crore for the installation. Notably, India's tallest flag pole, at 360 feet, is installed at the Attari-Wagah border in Punjab. Maharashtra government bans sale of junk food like potato chips and soft drinks in school canteens  The Maharashtra government has imposed a ban on the sale of junk food in school canteens across the state. The task force, in its report, had said junk food containing high levels of fat, salt and sugar and very little nutritional content leads to obesity, dental diseases, diabetes and heart ailments in later life. Maharashtra government plans to setting up electric vehicle charging stations  The Maharashtra government plans to frame a new policy for setting up electric vehicle charging stations across the State. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis told after the inauguration of country‘s first multimodal electric vehicle project and Ola electric charging station. Country's 1st bio refinery plant inaugurated in Pune  Union Minister for Road Transport and Highway Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the country's first bio refinery plant which produces ethanol from variety of biomass. The project is situated at Rahu in Pune district. Mr Gadkari said a great revolution will take place in India's agriculture sector with the help of this kind of projects. Union Minister for Road Transport and Highway: Nitin Gadkari



Odisha Capital : Bhubaneswar; Chief minister : Naveen Patnaik; Governor : S.C. Jamir Odisha govt increases pension of freedom fighters  The Odisha government has increased the pension of freedom fighters of the State. A statement issued by the Chief Minister's office said, the pension of jailed freedom fighters, who also receive central pension, will get 10 thousand rupees per month, up from the earlier 6 thousand rupees. The freedom fighters who were not jailed and those who took part in the Goa Mukti Andolan, will get pension benefit of 9 thousand rupees instead of 5 thousand rupees. Odisha to introduce boat ambulances in four districts  Odisha will introduce boat ambulance service in four districts where people face difficulties in getting health service. The boat ambulance service will be available in Koraput, Malkangiri, Kendrapara and www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Kalahandi districts. Health and Family Welfare secretary PK Meherda said the state government has sanctioned six boat ambulances for these areas which will be part of the 108 ambulance service. Odisha activist entered the Limca Book of Records for RTI replies  Odisha-based activist Akhand entered the Limca Book of Records for the highest number of replies received from a single organization on a Right to Information (RTI) application. In less than three months, between February and April 2016, Mr. Akhand received 333 replies from the Department of Posts. According to the Limca Book of Records, he had received 162 replies in February, 157 in March and 14 in April. Punjab Capital: Chandigarh; Governor: Amarinder Singh; Chief Minister: V. P. Singh Badnore Punjab govt makes Aadhar cards mandatory for all financial assistance schemes  Punjab government has made Aadhaar Cards mandatory in place of Ration Cards for all Financial Assistance scheme besides introducing new forms to get the benefit of old age pensions. The step has been taken by the Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh to ensure that only genuine people get the benefits of pension and other financial assistance schemes. Punjab CM approves online transfer policy for teacher  Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh has approved a policy for online transfer of government teachers from the next academic session, on the lines of a similar system existing in several other states, including neighbouring Haryana. Rajasthan Capital : Jaipur; Chief minister : Vasundhara Raje; Governor : Kalyan Singh Rajasthan to launch action plans for reducing infant mortality rate  The Rajasthan government has decided to introduce action plans at the district level in order to utilise locally available resources to reduce infant mortality rate (IMR). The plans will be based on the socioeconomic conditions of each district. Uttar Pradesh Capital: Lucknow; CM: Yogi Adityanath; Governor: Shri Ram Naik; UP govt to introduce e-challans for payment of road taxes  In order to keep a check on touts at Regional Transport Offices (RTO), the Yogi Adityanath government is planning to introduce the system of e-challans for payment of road taxes. "We have set a deadline of 100 days and we are confident of attaining the objective within time," said Uttar Pradesh Transport Minister Swatantra Dev Singh. UP Cabinet passes Lord krishna's town Mathura-Vrindavan as Nagar Nigam  The Uttar Pradesh state cabinet has passed the ‗Ayodhya- Faizabad‘ and ‗Mathura-Vrindavan‘ as municipal corporation (Nagar Nigam) to develop its surrounding areas. There are already 14 Nagar Nigams in state and after two new more Nagar Nigams total number comes to 16 Nagar nigam. „Maa‟ committee to check mid-day meal quality in UP schools  A Mother's Day gift has been given to lakhs of children in schools of Uttar Pradesh in the form of 'Maa' by forming the 'Maa Committee'. It will be a committee of six mothers, from all sections of society stated by Uttar Pradesh basic education minister Anupma Jaiswal. CM of UP launches JE(Japanese Encephalitis) vaccination drive in 38 districts.  In Uttar Pradesh, a massive immunisation drive has been launched in 38 districts to eradicate Japanese Encephalitis. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched the drive from Kushinagar district . The government also launched a toll free number to get or provide any information about encephalitis. The number is 18001805544. No bag day to be observed in UP govt schools www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Saturdays will be no bag days in all government schools in Uttar Pradesh. The decision was taken at a highlevel committee meeting headed by Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for Secondary Education Dr Dinesh Sharma in Lucknow . IIT Kharagpur collaborates to turn Varanasi into smart city  Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur has collaborated with the British Geological Survey to turn Varanasi into a smart city. 3D geological modeling of the geology under Varanasi will be prepared to help improve the building of new transport and service infrastructure. West Bengal Capital : Kolkata; Chief minister : Mamata Banerjee; Governor : Keshari Nath Tripathi West Bengal remembers Rabindranath Tagore on his birth anniversary  The main function is being held at Rabindranath Tagore's ancestral home in Jorasanko in north Kolkata. Songs written by the Nobel laureate poet are being sung and his poetry is being recited at different venues of celebrations. West Bengal govt to accept Aadhaar as proof of residence for caste  The West Bengal Government has decided to allow the use of Aadhaar card as proof of identity as well as residence for issuing cast certificates. A notification issued by the the Backward Classes Welfare Department in Kolkata said that Aadhaar card will be treated as a valid document for residential proof and identity of the applicant, applying for Schedule Caste, Schedule Tribe and Other Backward Class certificates. _________________________________________________________________________________________ Ministry Affairs Prime Minister inaugurates International Basava Convention  Prime Minister Narendra Modi has unveiled translated volumes of Vachana in 23 Indian languages on the occasion of Basava Jayanti. The 23 Vachana volumes were edited by late M M Kalburgi and have been translated into other languages by more than 200 people. This is the first ever celebration of Basava Jayanti at the national level in New Delhi. India to give Rs 35 cr to children of freedom fighters in Bangladesh  India will give Rs. 35 crore rupees to children of freedom fighters in Bangladesh under the new ‗Muktijodha scholarship‘ scheme in the next five years. Under the scheme, students at higher secondary level will get a one-time grant of Tk 20,000 (Rs 15,370) and students at the undergraduate level will get a grant of Tk 50,000 (Rs 38,430). HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar to launch Vidya-Veerta Abhiyan  Union Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar will launch Students for soldiers- a nationwide Vidya - Veerta Abhiyan to encourage Universities to display portraits of Param Veer Chakradecorated soldiers. AIR correspondent reports that the Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre, two Param Veer Chakra Vijeta Soldiers Rifleman Sanjay Kumar and Grenadier Yogender Singh Yadav will also attend the function. Tejas Express: New Premier Train between Mumbai and Goa  Indian Railways is expected to launch a new 20 coach premier train called the Tejas Express connecting Mumbai and Goa in June. The Tejas service aims to provide comfort to passengers in the inter-city journeys. The Tejas service was promised in the Union Railway Budget 2016-17. Tejas Express -connecting Mumbai and Goa Jaitley hands over DRDO developed devices to forces  Defence Minister Arun Jaitley handed over a number of devices developed by the DRDO to National Security Guard (NSG), Delhi Police and National Disaster Response Force (NDRF). The devices handed over in New Delhi to NDRF included 'E-Nasika', a hand-held equipment which is capable of rapid detection of chemical agents well below their toxic limits. Jaitley also handed over to NSG equipment called 'OTL300'. It can instantly detect partially camouflaged optical elements, such as telescopes, binoculars and night www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com vision devices. Another Portable equipment, capable of remotely identifying explosives, was handed over to P S Purohit, additional director in Intelligence Bureau. Youth Affairs & Sports Minister Vijay Goel announces revamp of National Youth Awards  National Youth Awards, which are given for outstanding work done for nation building and community service. In New Delhi, the Minister said a cash award of 50 thousand rupees each will be given to 25 awardees in individual category. Mr Goel said his Ministry will request the President to honour the winners on 12th of August on the occasion of International Youth Day from this year. Youth Affairs and Sports Minister: Vijay Goel Govt to set up Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra at Rajghat under Swachh Bharat Mission  The government will set up Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra at Rajghat in New Delhi under Swachh Bharat Mission. Addressing media in New Delhi on the culmination of Swachhata Pakhwada, Rural Development, Water and Sanitation Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said, the work for setting up the Kendra is on. He said, cleanliness is the priority of the government and 14 thousand crore rupees have earmarked for the purpose in this year budget. Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma highlighted the initiatives taken during the Swachhata Pakhwada. Swachh Sarvekshan-2017: Indore is the Cleanest City  Union Urban Development Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu has announced the Cleanest Cities in the Country and the fastest moving cities on sanitation ladder under Swachh Sarvekshan-2017. Indore has been adjudged as the cleanest city in India while Gonda in Uttar Pradesh has been ranked as the dirtiest city among surveyed. Cities and towns in West Bengal did not take part in the survey as the Mamata Banerjee government did not participate in the Swachh Survekshan. Union Urban Development Minister: M. Venkaiah Naidu World‟s Highest Railway Bridge to Come up Over Chenab River  World‘s highest railway bridge which will be 35 metres taller than the Eiffel Tower is to come up over the Chenab River in Jammu and Kashmir at a cost of around Rs. 1,100 crore in around two years. After completion of the bridge it will surpass the record of the Beipan river Shuibai railway bridge (275 m) in China. Cabinet approves Vijayawada Airport as International Airport  The Union Cabinet led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the declaration of Vijayawada Airport as International Airport, as per the provisions of Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. Kapil Mishra sacked from AAP govt after siding with Vishwas  The AAP government in Delhi sacked Kapil Mishra as the Water Minister, days after he sided with senior party leader Kumar Vishwas, who has been vocal against the party. CRPF Command Shifted from Kolkata to Chhattisgarh  The strategic anti-Naxal operations command headquarters of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has been shifted back from Kolkata to Raipur. The central zone command headquarters was raised on August 7, 2009, to carry out the deployment of troops to the States affected by Left Wing Extremism such as West Bengal, Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Central Reserve Police Force Director General, CRPF: Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar Headquarters: New Delhi, India PM Modi addresses Indian heads of mission meet in New Delhi  Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed an Indian heads of mission meet in New Delhi, which is brainstorming key foreign policy issues and challenges including India‘s engagement with major powers as well as strain in ties with Pakistan and China. The four-day conference, was formally inaugurated by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. Union Home Minister announced SAMADHAN to tackle of Left Wing Extremism  The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh on 8 May 2017 announced a new doctrine, SAMADHAN. The doctrine was announced during the Review Meeting of Left Wing Extremism affected States which was chaired by Rajnath Singh. The new doctrine, SAMADHAN will have 8 pillars and they are S- Smart Leadership A- Aggressive Strategy M- Motivation and Training www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com A- Actionable Intelligence D- Dashboard Based KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) H- Harnessing Technology A- Action plan for each Theatre N- No access to Financing Cabinet appointments committee approves seven top-level changes in various banks  The cabinet appointments Committee has approved seven top-level changes in various public sector banks. Usha Ananthasubramanian (MD, and CEO, Punjab National Bank) has been appointed as MD & CEO of ‗Allahabad Bank'. Sunil Mehta, Executive (Director, Corporation Bank) has been appointed as MD & CEO of ‗Punjab National Bank‘. R Subramaniakumar (Executive Director, Indian Overseas Bank) has been elevated as MD & CEO of Indian Overseas Bank. Dinabandhu Mohapatra (Executive Director at Canara Bank) as MD and CEO of Bank of India.  G Rajkiran Rai (Executive Director at Oriental Bank of Commerce) has been appointed MD & CEO of Union Bank of India, for a period of three years (from 1st July 2017). A Sankara Narayanan (ED, Bank of India) has been appointed MD & CEO of Vijaya Bank (from 1st September) MO Rego (MD & CEO of Bank of India) has been appointed MD & CEO of Syndicate Bank. PM Narendra Modi to visit Sri Lanka to attend International Vesak Day celebrations  Prime Minister Narendra Modi will pay a two day visit to Sri Lanka from where he will attend International Vesak Day celebrations. Briefing media on the visit, Joint Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry Sanjay Panda said, during his stay Mr Modi will inaugurate 150 bed multi specialty hospital at Dickoya. Mr. Panda said, the hospital is part of developmental cooperation with the island nation. Country: Sri Lanka. Capital: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte Currency: Sri Lankan rupee President: Maithripala Sirisena Prime Minister: Ranil Wickremesinghe Railways to acquire EOTT system to run trains without guards  The Indian Railways will soon run 1000 trains without guards by installing sophisticated equipment in them. A senior Railway Ministry official involved with the project said, Railways will acquire 1000 End of Train Telemetry ,EoTT equipment to begin with, for its container operations and later more such units will be procured for all trains. Vijay Goel Flagged Off four Clean Himalaya Expeditions  Minister of Sports, Vijay Goel flagged off four Clean Himalaya expeditions and a Medical Mountaineering expedition to Mt Satopanth (7075 Mtrs) at the Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF)in Delhi.  Minister of Sports: Vijay Goel IRCTC launches cash-on-delivery for train tickets  Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) is now offering home delivery of rail tickets and will allow passengers to make payment through any payment mode, including cash. Broad-basing the customer service, the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation has now introduced pay-ondelivery (PoD) service, allowing passengers to book train tickets online and pay at the time of delivery. Nitin Gadkari launches NHAI's first Masala Bond in UK  The Union Minister Nitin Gadkari has launched the NHAI‘s (National Highways Authority of India) Masala Bond at the London Stock Exchange, UK. The initially benchmarked issue of Rs. 1,500 crore was upsized to Rs. 3,000 crore at a price yielding 7.30% annually in view of the highly positive response from the investor market. According to the London Stock Exchange, there are 38 Masala Bonds currently in the market, raising around 5 billion dollars. Plastic park to come up in Panipat: Union Minister Ananth Kumar  Union Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister, Mr Ananth Kumar has announced to establish two Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology, CIPET in west and south Haryana, and Plastic Park over 75 acres in Panipat at a cost of Rs 1,500 crore. He said that a Pharma Park would also be established over 100 acres in Karnal. Besides, the number of jan aushadhi centres in Haryana would be increased to 100.  Union Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister: Mr Ananth Kumar www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Union Government launches EPFO‟s Citizens‟ Charter 2017  Union Minister of Labour & Employment Bandaru Dattatreya launched EPFO‘s Citizens‘ Charter 2017 and E-Court Management System along with it. Citizens‘ Charter 2017 of EPFO is an attempt to bring transparency and accountability on the part of EPFO. Dattatreya to participate in G20 Labour Ministers' meet at Germany  Union Minister of State for Labour and Employment Bandaru Dattatraya will participate in the two-day G20 Labour and Employment Ministers' Meet to be held in Germany from . He will be leading the Indian delegation to the G20 Ministers' Meet at Bad Neuenahr, Germany, which is the Chair for the G20 Labour and Employment Ministers' for the year 2017. IT Department Launches Operation Clean Money  Income Tax Department (ITD) has initiated Operation Clean Money to investigate tax evaders. As a part of the operation, the government has launched a website on ‗Operation Clean Money‘ operation. The Operation Clean Money‘ portal has been designed by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). Govt to provide every citizen affordable electricity by 2022: Piyush Goyal  Power minister Piyush Goyal asserted that providing affordable electricity is the main agenda of the government and to provide every citizen affordable, adequate electricity by 2022. Harsh Vardhan given charge of Environment Ministry  Minister of Earth Sciences and Science and Technology, Harsh Vardhan, has been given additional charge of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF) after the demise of Union Minister Anil Madhav Dave. GST Council to decide rate of Service tax  The GST rates for all 1,211 items but six were finalised, at the first day of the two-day meeting in Srinagar of the GST Council, headed by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and comprising state representatives. GST Council decided to exempt the daily-use commodities from the levy. Prices of foodgrains, especially wheat and rice, will come down as they will be exempt from GST. Chitale Committee recommends several measures for Desiltation of Ganga  Chitale committee constituted to prepare guidelines for desiltation of river Ganga from Bhimgauda (Uttarakhand) to Farakka (West Bengal), submitted its report to Ministry of Water Resources. Free Wi-Fi facility inaugurated at 28 Railway Stations  Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhu inaugurated free Wi-Fi facility at 28 Railway Stations of Konkan Railway from Kudal Railway Station in Maharashtra. Indian Railways has tied by with SYSCON/JOISTER for providing 2 Mbps peer-to-peer 24 hrs Free Wi-Fi bandwidth at 28 railway stations of Konkan Railway. Harsh Malhotra Committee on Scouts and Guides Submits Report to the Sports Ministry  A seven-member High-Level Committee on Scouts and Guides has submitted its Final Report to Minister for State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs & Sports, Vijay Goel with various recommendations. The committee has suggested for completely revamping the Bharat Scout & Guides and Hindustan Scouts and Guides. Reader with guidelines for raising happy children released by WCD Ministry  The Ministry of Women and Child Development has released a reader titled ‗Raising Happy Children and Providing Safe Childhoods‘. Minister of Women and Child Development: Maneka Gandhi Union Minister Manoj Sinha launches Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Telecom Skill Excellence Awards  Communications Minister Manoj Sinha launched Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyay Telecom Skill Excellence Awards and a scheme Sanchar Kaushal Vikas Pratishthan named after the BJP ideologue at a function in New Delhi. Tourism Minister inaugurated Exhibition displaying Stone Sculptures returned by Australia  The Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Culture and Tourism, Mahesh Sharma inaugurated an exhibition titled ‗Return of the Three Stone Sculptures from Australia to India‟ in the National Museum at Janpath, New Delhi. The exhibit marks the safe return of three Indian stone sculptures including the ‗Seated Buddha‘, ‗Worshippers of Buddha‘ and ‗Goddess Pratyangira‘ from Australia to India.  Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Culture and Tourism: Mahesh Sharma PM asks all state govts to accord high priority to CCTNS to ensure better law and order www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Prime Minister NarendraModi has asked all state governments to accord high priority to the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS) to ensure better law and order. PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And Timely Implementation) Cabinet approves issuing bonds to raise Rs 2,360 crore for renewable energy schemes  The government will raise bonds of 2,360 crore rupees for renewable energy. A decision in this regard was taken by the Union Cabinet.The bonds will be raised by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and funds will be used in various renewable energy programmes. Minister of new and renewable energy – piyush goyal Constituency –Maharastra (Rajyasabha) Venkaiah Naidu &Arvind Kejriwal will jointly inaugurate Heritage Line stretch of Delhi Metro  Union Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu and Delhi Chief Minister ArvindKejriwal will jointly inaugurate the Heritage Line stretch of Delhi Metro .It has four stations : Kashmere Gate, Dilli Gate, Jama Masjid and LalQuila. The new line is expected to take considerable load off ChandniChowk and Chawri Bazar stations of Yellow Line. It is essentially an extension of Violet Line that runs between Faridabad and ITO presently. Union Territory – New delhi CM – ArvindKejriwal Governor - Anil Baijal Government sets target of building 1 cr houses in rural areas by 2019: Minister of state Ram Kripal  In New Delhi on the achievements of his Ministry during the last three years, Minister of State for Rural Development Ram KripalYadav said, one hundred per cent Direct Benefits Transfer (DBT) will be ensured under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana to bring in transparency and remove leakage.He said, rural development expenditure has been substantially enhanced by 62 per cent from 58 thousand 630 crore rupees in 2013-14 to 95 thousand 99 crore in 2016-17. He said, under Swachh Bharat Mission, more than two lakh villages have been declared open defecation free. PM Modi said new campaign will be launched on World Environment day  Prime Minister NarendraModi said a massive campaign of waste management will be launched by the Centre and state governments on the occasion of World Environment Day. Addressing the nation through Mann Ki Baat programme, MrModi said litter bins will be made available to collect solid and liquid waste in 4000 towns of the country on 5th of June. Mr Modi said this year, the United Nations has chosen the theme : „Connecting People to Nature‟ for World Environment Day. Government to launch new campaign called Darwaza Band  Government will launch new campaign called Darwaza Band for promotion of toilet usage in the rural areas across the country. Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan, who leads the campaign, is proposed to be joined by Union Minister for Drinking Water and Sanitation Narendra Singh Tomar and Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis at the formal launch event to be held in Mumbai. The campaign also features actor, Anushka Sharma, who will be seen encouraging women to stand up for this issue in their villages and assume a leadership role. _________________________________________________________________________________________ Banking News RBI asks ARCs to have a minimum net corpus of Rs100 crore by 2019  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked all the existing Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) to have a minimum net owned fund (NOF) of Rs100 crore by March 2019. This decision has been taken by RBI in accordance with its last bi-monthly monetary policy in which it had proposed to stipulate a minimum NOF of Rs100 crore taking into consideration the enhanced role and greater cash based transactions carried out by ARCs. SBI reduces term deposit rates by up to 50 bps  The State Bank of India has cut its term deposit rates by up to 50 basis points for various maturities. The rates have been revised for medium and long term deposits and for amount below Rs one crore. According to the new structure, for two to less than three years deposits, SBI will offer a rate of 6.25 per cent as
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com compared to 6.75 per cent earlier, the bank said. For the similar maturity, the deposit rates for senior citizen have been cut to 6.75 per cent from 7.25 per cent. RBI and banks spend ₹21,000 cr a year on currency management  NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant has said that the RBI and other commercial banks spend ₹21,000 crore every year on currency management operations. On top of this, there are costs associated with fake currency and replacement of soiled and torn notes as well, he added. Kant further stated that cost of cash transactions, though "not apparent to us", is high. Know About: The NABARD (Amendment) Bill, 2017  The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Amendment) Bill, 2017  Minister of Finance, Mr. Arun Jaitley in Lok Sabha on April 5, 2017. The Bill seeks to amend the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development Act, 1981. The 1981 Act provides for the establishment of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD). NABARD is responsible for providing and regulating facilities like credit for agricultural and industrial development in the rural areas. RBI tightens Rules for Joint Lenders‟ Forum (JLF)  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened the rules around making the Joint Lenders‘ Forum (JLF) more effective, directing banks not to break any rules and to meet all deadlines. The RBI has said that any breach of rules would attract a monetary penalty. JLFs are meetings held to revitalise stressed assets. In JLF banks attempt to red-flag stress early and check them by putting in place a corrective action plan (CAP). The promulgation of the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017  The promulgation of the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 inserting two new Sections (viz. 35AA and 35AB) after Section 35A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 enables the Union Government to authorize the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to direct banking companies to resolve specific stressed assets by initiating insolvency resolution process, where required. The RBI has also been empowered to issue other directions for resolution, and appoint or approve for appointment, authorities or committees to advise banking companies for stressed asset resolution. India‟s first contactless business credit card has been launched by ICICI Bank  India‘s first contactless business credit card has been launched by ICICI bank in association with Jet Airways, India premier international airline,, for Small and Mid-sized Enterprises (SMEs) and their employees. The card has been christened as the ‗Jet Airways ICICI Bank Business Advantage Card‘, which helps customers to save on their business expenses. The card is powered by the ‗VISA payWave‘ contactless technology that enables the cardholder to make payments by simply tapping the card at contactless enabled terminals in more than 48 countries, including India. The card can also be used by dipping or swiping at non-contactless merchants. RBI puts restriction on Uco Bank's business  Reserve Bank of India has put restriction on Kolkata-based PSU UCO Bank‘s lending and branch expansion plans as the state-run lender made net losses for the two successive fiscal amid severe stress on asset quality. RBI has initiated 'Prompt Corrective Action' (PCA) framework on UCO bank on account of high bad loans and negative return of assets. UCO has become the second lender to face business restrictions after IDBI Bank. HDFC Life inks distribution tie-up with Catholic Syrian Bank  HDFC Life has entered into a banc assurance tie-up with ‗Catholic Syrian Bank‘ to distribute its individual life insurance products to the private lender‘s customers. Now, HDFC Life will offer its leading range of individual life insurance, health, and pension products to the Catholic Syrian Bank‘s customer over a period of time. Reserve Bank of India urges banks to appoint CFOs and CTOs  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) urged the banks to appoint qualified Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) and Chief Technology Officers (CTOs). The central bank also came out with minimum qualifications for these posts. "Rapid innovations in banking and technology call for better risk governance in the areas of finance and technology," said RBI in a notification. RBI to Reconstitute Oversight Committee to Tackle Bad Loans  The Reserve Bank of India is set to reconstitute Oversight Committee to operationalise the banking ordinance, which was recently cleared by the Union Cabinet to amend the Banking Regulation Act for the sake of giving more powers to Reserve Bank of India for effectively dealing with non-performing assets www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com (NPAs) in the banking sector. The existing Oversight Committee was constituted by the Indian Banks‟ Association (IBA). The move is aimed at containing the bad loans which have reached to over Rs 8 lakh crore. Federal Bank launches new trading platform  Federal Bank, in association with Geojit, has launched a new trading platform called ―Selfie‖ for customers. Designed and managed by Geojit, the trading platform will give its users absolute control over their investments with timely research inputs to make sound investment decisions. SBI to sell bad loans worth Rs1,471crore to ARCs  India‘s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) has put on block bad loans with outstanding balance of Rs1,471.47 crore on sale to asset reconstruction companies and financial institutions.Among the accounts on sale, the largest exposure is on Adhunik Power & Natural Resources Ltd, where banks have converted their debt into equity under the Reserve Bank of India‘s (RBI) strategic debt restructuring. SBI headquarters – Mumbai Chairperson – Arundhati Bhattacharya World Bank‟s IFC to invest $40 million in Kedaara Capital‟s new fund  World Bank‘s International Finance Corp to invest up to $40 million in Kedaara Capital Fund II LLP, which in turn will fund in 10-12 mid-market firms in India Info: Kedaara Capital Advisors was founded in 2011 by former Temasek Holdings Pte India head Manish Kejriwalalong with Sunish Sharma and Nishant Sharma. World bank Headquarters - Washington, D.C., United States President – Jim yong Kim Motto - Working for a World Free of Poverty SBI launches national hackathon next month  State Bank of India (SBI) said it has launched a national hackathon for developers, startups and students to come up with innovative ideas and solutions for the banking sector.Thehackathon, named „Code For Bank‟, will focus on the business value driven by technologies like predictive analytics, fintech/blockchain, digital payments, IoT (Internet of Things), artificial intelligence, machine learning, BOTS and robotic process automation, the bank said. HSBC discovers consumers trust robots for surgery over savings  Andy Maguire(Chief Operating Officers) faces a challenge: tasked with upgrading HSBC Holdings Plc‘s digital-banking systems, he has discovered that customers are twice as likely to trust a robot for heart surgery than for picking a savings account. HSBC HQ – London , United Kingdom CEO - Stuart Gulliver Government selects 5 bankers selected for IOC stake sale  The government has selected five merchant bankers to manage its three per cent stake sale in Indian Oil Corporation, IOC, which could fetch about six thousand crore rupees to the exchequer.The bankers are Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, Deutsche Equities, SBI Capital Markets and ICICI Securities HDFC Life launches AI-based insurance email bot 'SPOK'  HDFC Life announced the launch of an artificial intelligence-based application 'SPOK' that can automatically read, understand, categorize, prioritize and respond to customer emails sent to the private insurer. 'SPOK', an insurance email bot, can read customer queries within milliseconds and respond to them. The deployment of SPOK will improve customer experience, while providing the support staff with the bandwidth to focus on customer satisfaction. International NEWS SpaceX successfully launches secret payload for US military  Elon Musk-led aerospace startup SpaceX on successfully launched a spy satellite into orbit for the US military. The secretive payload was launched on the startup's Falcon 9 rocket. SpaceX then landed the 14storey-high first stage core of the rocket, which contains the main engines and fuel, back to the ground. www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Google introduces 'Solve for India' campaign  Google has announced the new "Solve for India" initiative, especially for tier-2 cities such as Pune, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Kochi, Indore, Nagpur, Nashik, Madurai, Kanpur, and Chennai. This program will aim to support entrepreneurs and developers of the country. Some of the areas will include agri-tech, healthcare, transportation, education, sanitation and more. Organisation- Google CEO-Sundar Pichai Headquarters- Googleplex, Mountain View, California, U.S UN marks 1st World Tuna Day with calls to conserve it to be caught, eaten  The United Nations has marked the first World Tuna Day with calls to conserve one of the globe's most popular fish to be caught and eaten. General Assembly President Peter Thomson said that tuna plays a critical role in sustainable development, food security, economic opportunity, and livelihoods of people around the world. The General Assembly established World Tuna Day in December to reinforce its importance to nations around the globe. Organization : United Nations (UN) Headquarters: New York City Secretary‑ General: António Guterres US: House of Representatives passes bill to repeal Obamacare  In the US, the House of Representatives has passed a bill to repeal and replace Obamacare. The passing of the American Health Care Act hands down a major victory to President Donald Trump who has been a strong critic of his predecessor, Barack Obama's signature healthcare bill. Country: US. Capital: Washington, D.C. President: Donald Trump Currency: United States Dollar Russia, Turkey and Iran Sign Deal on Safe Zones in Syria  Russia and Iran which are allies of the Syrian regime as well as the rebel supporter Turkey signed a Russiabacked plan for creating safe zones in Syria. The pact which was signed in the Kazakh capital Astana was meant to halt fighting in the war-torn Syria. Emmanuel Macron elected as President of France  Pro European centrist leader Emmanuel Macron has been elected as President of France. Thirty-nine-year old former investment banker, who has never held elected office, becomes the youngest President and occupant of the Élysée Palace. Mr Macron will also becomes the first President from outside the two traditional main parties since the modern republic's foundation in 1958. Country : France Capital : Paris Currency: Euro, CFP franc President: Emmanuel Macron Indian Origin Scientists Elected Fellows of UK Royal Society  Three Indian Scientist Krishna Chatterjee (from Cambridge University), Subhash Khot (from New York University), Yadvinder Malhi (from Oxford University) have been elected as the Fellows of The Royal Society, a premier scientific academy of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth, for their ―outstanding contributions to science―. IMF: India will Grow at 7.7% in 2018-19  The International Monetary Fund in its regional economic outlook has predicted the growth rate of India as 7.2% in the 2017-18 fiscal and 7.7% in 2018-19 fiscal. Organisation: IMF Leader: Christine Lagarde Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States India elected as President of UN-Habitat  India has been unanimously elected as the President of the UN-Habitat after a gap of 10 years. UN-Habitat, an organ of the United Nations‘ Organisation (UNO) reports to the United Nations General Assembly. This www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com is only the third time that India has been elected as the President of UN-Habitat after 2007 and 1988. The UN-Habitat was established in 1978. Moon Jae-in sworn in as South Korea‟s 19th president  The newly elected President of South Korea, Moon Jae-in, has been sworn in as 19th President of the country. South Korean President said he is ready to negotiate with China and the United States over a controversial anti-missile defense system. Country: South Korea Capital : Seoul Currency: South Korean won Prime minister: Hwang Kyo-ahn President: Moon Jae-in Jordan, US launch Eager Lion military exercise  Jordan and the United States kicked off Eager Lion, an annual military exercise in Jordan with about 7,400 troops from more than 20 nations taking part. Jordan is a key recipient of US financial aid and a partner in the US-led coalition battling Islamic State group jihadists in Syria and Iraq. US nears $100 billion arms deal with Saudi Arabia  The US is close to completing a series of arms deals with Saudi Arabia totalling more than $100 billion which could surpass over $300 billion over a decade, White House officials said on Friday. Notably, Saudi Arabia is leading a military coalition in Yemen which has been accused by UN of carrying out attacks that "may amount to war crimes". Michel Temer has become the acting President of Brazil:  Michel Temer, the former vice president of Brazil, has assumed the presidential powers and duties as Acting President of Brazil following the suspension of President Dilma Rousseff during her impeachment trial. He played an important role in the effort to impeach Dilma Rousseff, the first woman Brazilian President. China & Pakistan sign 6 pacts to boost cooperation  China and Pakistan have signed six pacts to boost cooperation on the USD 50 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The pacts were signed in the presence of Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. The agreements included cooperation in framework of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative, Economic and Technical Cooperation for Gwadar Airport and for East bay Expressway. Nepalese woman breaks world record for most Everest summits  A 44-year-old Nepalese mountaineer Lhakpa Sherpa has broken her own world record for the most Everest summits by a woman after scaling the world's tallest peak for the eighth time. She bettered her own record of scaling Mt Everest seven times. One Belt, One Road Summit concludes: Key takeaways  The One Belt, One Road (OBOR) Summit or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) concluded on 15 May 2017 in Beijing, China. The Summit, which commenced on 14 May 2017, showcased its plans to build a network of trade routes under the One Belt, One Road initiative. Amnesty International launches new global campaign 'Brave'  Amnesty International (AI) has launched a new global campaign ‗Brave‘ to fight against what it said was a growing wave of attacks against those defending human rights. The new Brave campaign is to ensure their freedom and safety under the United Nations declaration adopted in 1998. Headquarters of IPHRC of OIC inaugurated in Saudi Arabia  Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Adel Al-Jubeir and Secretary General of OIC Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen jointly inaugurated the headquarters of Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.The headquarters will help promote human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Muslim world through provision of objective and neutral views on many human rights issues. China, ASEAN agree on framework for South China Sea code of conduct  China and Southeast Asian countries have agreed to a draft framework for a long-mooted code of conduct for the disputed South China Sea. The Ministry said senior officials have completed the negotiations of the www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com draft code of conduct (COC) framework, ahead of the mid-2017 timeline which leaders of ASEAN and China had set. Country : China Capital : Beijing Currency: Renminbi President: Xi Jinping Hassan Rouhani re-elected as President of Iran  Hassan Rouhani was on 20 May 2017 re-elected as the President of Iran after winning the Iranian presidential elections 2017. This will be his second term as Iran's President. Rouhani was first elected as Iran's President in 2013. Country : Iran Capital : Tehran Currency: Iranian rial President: Hassan Rouhani Supreme leader: Ali Khamenei US, six Gulf countries sign MoU to curb financing terror organizations  The United States and six Gulf countries on 23 May 2017 signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to curb financing terror organisations like Islamic State, Al-Qaeda, Hizbollah, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Taliban and the Haqqani Network. The MoU was signed by the US and six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in Riyadh. These six Gulf Countries are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. The MoU was signed during US President Donald Trump's historic visit to Saudi Arabia. NASA Names New Species after Abdul Kalam  NASA has named a new bacteria discovered on the filters of the International Space Station, ISS, as Solibacillus kalamii to honour the late president Dr A P J Abdul Kalam. In 1963, Dr. Kalam had his early training at NASA before setting up India‘s first rocket launching facility at Thumba in Kerala. Two day “Start up India Summit” to begin in UAE  A two day ―Start up India Summit‖ will begin in Abhu Dhabi, UAE. This is the first ―Start Up Summit‖ being held in the UAE by the Consul General of India (CGI) in Dubai and Embassy of India in Abu Dhabi in partnership with iSPIRIT, a nonprofit think tank and supported by TiE, Dubai. The aim is to provide a shared platform for the Start up eco system in both India and UAE for greater collaboration, exchange ideas, interact with academia, investors and industry and have access to funding from the venture capitalist in the UAE. Seventieth World Health Assembly kicks off in Geneva  The 70th World Health Assembly (WHA) opened on 22 May 2017 at Geneva-based UN headquarters in Switzerland. The World Health Assembly is the main decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO). Dubai police recruits world‟s first Robocop  The Dubai police on 22 May 2017 officially inducted the world's first operational robot police officer 'Robocop' into the force at the 4th Gulf Information Security Expo and Conference (GISEC). The launch of the world‘s first operational Robocop is a significant milestone for the United Arab Emirates' vision to be a global leader in smart cities technology adoption. Country: United Arab Emirates' Capital : Abu Dhabi Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham President: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan World's smallest nation Nauru ratifies International Solar Alliance Pact  Nauru, world‘s smallest republic and the tiny island nation, on 23 May 2017 ratified the International Solar Alliance (ISA) Framework pact. With this, Nauru became the sixth country to ratify ISA pact. Five more African nations have committed to sign the Solar Alliance pact during the meeting of the African Development bank in Gujarat, India. Hyperloop India to participate in SpaceX‟s Hyperloop Pod Competition II www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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SpaceX, an American aerospace manufacturer and space transport services company, will organise Hyperloop Pod Competition II in August 2017 at its headquarters in Hawthorne, California. The competition will see the participation of 24 teams from across the world including a team from India‘s BITS Pilani. BITS Pilani‘s team will be participating in the competition with name Hyperloop India. Indian-born woman elected to City of London Corporation  A 43-year-old UK entrepreneur has become the first India-born woman to be elected as a councillor to award in the UK. Rehana Ameer, who was born and raised in Chennai, contested from Vintry ward in the City of London country as an independent candidate. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus becomes first African to be elected as WHO Director-General  The World Health Assembly on 23 May 2017 elected Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus as the new Director-General of the World Health Organisation (WHO). Ethiopia‘s Ghebreyesus will begin his fiveyear term on 1 July 2017. Ghebreyesus will succeed Dr Margaret Chan, who has been serving as WHO‘s Director-General since 1 January 2007. Organisation: World Health Organization Director General: Tedros Adhanom Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland World's largest aircraft Airlander 10 completes test flight  The world's largest aircraft has successfully completed a test flight, bringing the massive helium-filled airship one step closer to commercial use. The hybrid aircraft dubbed the Airlander 10 combines technology from airplanes, helicopters and airships. Marat Safin resigns from Russian parliament as a lawmaker  Marat Safin (retired professional tennis player) has announced that he is stepping down as a lawmaker in the Russian parliament after six years. Two-time Slam champion Safin, who retired in 2009. Country – Russia Capital – Moscow Currency – ruble Name of the parliament - Federal Assembly of Russia World‟s largest optical telescope will be located in chile‟s Atacama desert  The European Extremely Large Telescope (E-ELT) in its enclosure on Cerro Armazones, a 3060-metre mountaintop in Chile's Atacama Desert. The 39-metre E-ELT will be the largest optical/infrared telescope in the world. Country – Chile Capital – Santiago Currency – Chilean peso Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 4th indo German inter-governmental consultations  Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chancellor of Germany are attending the 4th Indo-German consultations and addressing the business leaders at the summit at Berlin. The two leaders will also hold ministerial level talks on various sectors at the consultations. Issues of climate change were also discussed and the two leaders observed the possibilities of including the same in the G-20 context. Bangladesh coast affected by cyclone Mora  Cyclone Mora carrying the most severe danger warning signal number 10 hit Bangladesh coast at Kutubdia on Cox's Bazar coast. Heavy rainfall has been reported in Cox's Bazar, Patuakhali, Bagerhat and nearby areas. Hundreds of homes and trees have been reported damaged in St. Martin's Island off Cox's Bazar coast. Pentagon successfully tests ICBM defense system for first time  United States has for the first time successfully tested its defense system against an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM).The Missile Defense Agency said that a ground-based interceptor was launched at a California air base and shot down a mock ballistic missile. The Pentagon said the test was long-planned but it comes amid increased tensions with North Korea. The test comes after Pyongyang fired its ninth missile this year. Archaeologists discover 4000-year-old model garden outside Egypt tomb
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A group of archaeologists discovered the remains of a nearly 4000 year old model garden outside a tomb in the ancient Egyptian capital of Thebes , known as Luxor. The discovery was made by a Spanish team in the Draa Abul Nagaa necropolis across the Nile from the modern-day city of Luxor. Sachin Tendulkar conferred with Fellowship Award in UK  India‘s cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar plans to support charities and various initiatives to help the underprivileged people. He has received the Fellowship Award at the 7th annual Asian Awards in UK. India‘s playback singer Adnan Sami won the award for 'Outstanding achievement in Music'.



Business & Economy News: UN report says India expected to achieve 7.1% growth this year  According to a UN report, the economic growth for India is projected to be stable at 7.1% in 2017 before edging up to 7.5% in 2018. The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific(ESCAP) has launched its annual flagship report 'The Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2017'. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) constitutes Technical Committee to lay down Technical Standards for performance of core services  The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) constituted a Technical Committee to lay down technical standards for performance of core services in accordance with Regulation 14 of theIBBI (Information Utilities) Regulations, 2017. The committee will be headed by RB Barman, Chairman of National Statistical Commission. ADB predicts 7.4 percent growth for Indian economy this fiscal  According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Indian economy will grow 7.4% this fiscal, and 7.6% in the next fiscal. India had grown 7.1% in the previous fiscal. The Goods and Services Tax (GST) and the new bankruptcy law will make it easier to do business in India. Organization : Asian Development Bank Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines President: Takehiko Nakao Forex Reserves Touch Life Time High of $372.73 billion  According to the Reserve Bank of India‘s weekly statistical supplement, India‘s foreign exchange (Forex) reserves have increased by $1.594 billion to touch a lifetime high of $372.73 billion in the week that ended on April 28. The increase was due to increase in foreign currency assets (FCAs), The reserves had increased by $1.250 billion to $371.14 billion in the previous week. Reliance, SAP launch 'SARAL GST' solution for taxpayers  Reliance Corporate IT Park Ltd. (RCITPL) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with enterprise application software major SAP SE to launch 'SARAL GST' solution for taxpayers. According to the subsidiary of Reliance Industries, the new offering will enable taxpayers to be GST compliant and smoothly access the government's GST System, once GST is rolled out from July 1, 2017. ONGC Videsh Ltd produces record 12.6 million tonnes of crude oil in 2016-17  ONGC Videsh Limited, the overseas arm of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp, produced a record 12.6 million tonnes of crude oil and equivalent gas from its assets abroad in 2016-17. The company said, the output was up from 8.92 million tonnes of oil and oil equivalent gas in 2015-16. Organization : Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) Headquarters: Dehradun, Uttarakhand Chairman & MD: Dinesh Kumar Sarraf Chevrolet launches „Protect your Precious‟ campaign  Chevrolet has initiated ‗Drive with Care-Protect Your Precious‘ campaign to reinstate child safety measures on roads. Chevrolet‘s Safety Ninjas will urge parents to sign a pledge for road safety. ―We at Chevrolet believe in keeping our customers and all our employees at the centre of everything that we do,‖ said Chevrolet India VP Marketing and Customer Experience Jack Uppal. Organization : Chevrolet Headquarters: Detroit, Michigan, United States Chairman & Chief Executive Officer: Mary T. Barra www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com India will clock over 7.5% growth in 2017-18: Finance Secretary Ashok Lavasa  Finance Secretary Ashok Lavasa said in New York that India can clock a GDP growth of over 7(point)5 per cent in the fiscal 2017-18 and the country's macro-economic fundamentals, including fiscal deficit and inflation, are all very sound. Lavasa, who is visiting the US to attend a global investors conference, said that while there has been a general climate of economic slowdown in the last few years across the world, India has managed to maintain a healthy rate of growth. Huroof mobile app has been launched by Islamic State (IS) for children to teach them Arabic:  The terrorist group Islamic State (IS), also known as Daesh or ISIS or ISIL, has recently launched its first mobile app ―Huroof‖ for children to teach them the Arabic alphabet and it has full of references to weapons and jihad. The app has games for memorizing and how to write the Arabic letters in addition to including a nasheed (a cappella Islamic songs) designed to help teach the alphabet. The lyrics in the nasheed are littered with jihadist terminology, while other games within the app also include militaristic vocabulary with basic words like tank, gun, rocket, etc. India‟s GDP projected to grow 7.4% in 2017-18: FICCI survey  In a survey conducted during March and April 2017, FICCI predicted India‘s gross domestic product (GDP) growth will be around 7.4% for fiscal 2017-18, with a minimum and maximum level of 7% and 7.6% respectively. ii. Agricultural sector is estimated to clock 3.5% growth in 2017-18, the pick-up in overall GDP growth will also be supported by an improvement in industry and services sector growth. The industry and services sector are expected to grow by 6.9% and 8.4% respectively in 2017-18. Japan's SoftBank Invests Rs 9,000 Crore in Paytm  Softbank has made its biggest investment in an Indian digital enterprise by sealing a funding round of Rs 9,000 crore ($1.4 billion) in mobile payments provider Paytm. This is the largest fund infusion by a single investor in an Indian start-up and also Softbank's largest investment in a single company in India. Paytm get final nod to launch Payment Bank  Digital payment and commerce company Paytm has received the final nod from the Reserve Bank of India and is set to launch Paytm Payments Bank on May 23, 2017. Paytm is the third company from the 11 other applicants to launch payments bank after Airtel and IndiaPost. Mumbai-based Finopay Tech is also likely to launch its operations by next month (June). Organisation: Paytm CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma k Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh Odisha‟s biggest integrated steel facility set up at an investment of 33,000 crore rupees  The biggest integrated steelplant of Odisha was madeoperational with the commissioningof the country‘slargest blast furnace.Inaugurating the state ofthe art 6 mtpa steel plant ofJindal Steel & Power Ltd.( JSPL), Odisha Chief MinisterNaveen Patnaik said it wouldprovide direct employmentto about 30,000 people andindirect jobs to many others.JSPL chairman Naveen Jindalsaid the plant was set upat an investment of about33,000 crore rupees. Indian Oil Corporation is now India‟s most profitable state owned company  Indian Oil Corp. (IOC) hasovertaken Oil and Natural GasCorp. (ONGC) to becomeIndia‘s most profitable stateownedcompany. IOC, whichhas for decades been India‘sbiggest company by turnover,posted a 70% jump in netprofit to 19,106.4 crorerupees inthe financial year endedMarch 31, 2017. This was morethan the 17,900 crore rupees netprofit ONGC posted in the2016-17 fiscal, making IOCthe most profitable publicsector undertaking, accordingto earnings statements of the two companies. Useful Info IOC – Indian Oil Corporation, HQ – New Delhi, Chairman - Mr. B. Ashok ONGC –Oil and Natural Gas Corporation, HQ –Uttarakhand, CEO - Dinesh K Sarraf GST on all solar components cut to 5% from the 18% set by the GST Council  The Goods and Service Tax (GST) rate on inputs for solar components has been cut to 5% from the 18% set by the GST Council in its May 18 meeting, according to Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia. ―All solar equipments and its parts would attract 5% GST only,‖ Mr. Adhia tweeted. This should put to rest concern in the industry, as the 18% rate was likely to have had a significant impact on solar energy tariffs. Edelweiss Tokio launches India's first life insurance Product www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance has recently launched PoS Saral Nivesh the first product to be approved by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India's (IRDAI) guidelines on point of sale-life insurance products. PoS Saral Nivesh is a non-linked, non-participating endowment life insurance plan which offers both protection and saving.



Appointments in May 2017 Important Appointments in May 2017 (National & International) Yusra Mardini (Syrian refugee and Olympic athlete) New Goodwill Ambassador for The UNHCR Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland United Nations High Commissioner for Head: Filippo Grandi Refugees (UNHCR) Ms. Shobana Kamineni (Executive Vice Chairperson, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Ltd. She is the first woman New President of The Confederation of President of CII and She replaces D. Naushad Forbes) Indian Industry (CII) Headquarters of CII: New Delhi Director General: Chandrajit Banerjee Soumen Ghosh (Prior to joining Bharti, Ghosh was heading the Financial Services business at Reliance Capital as New Managing Director of Bharti Executive Director and Group Chief Executive Officer) Enterprises Financial Services Founder and Chairman of Bharti Enterprises: Sunil Bharti Mittal Braj Bihari Kumar (He succeeded noted economist S K Thorat) New Chairman of the Indian Council of Note: ICSSR was established in 1969 as an autonomous Social Science Research (ICSSR) body under Government of India with their office in New Delhi. Prabhat Kamal Bezboruah (the first non-IAS and the first industry insider to head the Kolkata-headquartered Tea Chairman of Tea Board of India Board) Headquarters of Tea Board of India: Kolkata Chairman of Coffee Board of India M S Boje Gowda Pratap Bhanu Mehta (Head of Delhi Based Centre for Policy Research) Vice Chancellor of Ashoka University Chancellor of Ashoka University: Andre Beteille New Country Director of Twitter Taranjeet Singh Senior Diplomat Venu Rajamony About Netherlands: New India‟s Ambassador to Capital: Amsterdam Netherlands Currency: Euro Prime Minister: Mark Rutte Sanjay Mitra (Prior to this appointment, Mitra was the New Defence Secretary secretary in the ministry of road transport and highways) V K Saraswat (Eminent scientist and former Director General of Defence Research and Development Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru Organisation, DRDO. He succeeds former ISRO chairman K University Kasturirangan) Vice Chancellor: Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar Diplomat Vinay Mohan Kwatra (He is currently serving as joint secretary in the Prime Minister‘s Office (PMO)and succeed Mohan Kumar who is due to retire soon) New India‟s Ambassador to France About France: Capital: Paris www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Head of FIFA's Governance committee New Secretary of Department of Telecommunications World Health Organization (WHO‟s) Goodwill Ambassador for Hepatitis in South-East Asia Region



New Prime Minister of France



Currency: Euro, CFP franc Prime Minister: Édouard Philippe President: Emmanuel Macron Justice (Retd) Mukul Mudgal (Appointed at the world football governing body's 67th Congress in Bahrain's capital city of Manama) Aruna Sundararajan (she succeeds PK Pujari) Minister Incharge: Manoj Sinha, Minister of Communications Amitabh Bachchan Director General of WHO: Tedros Adhanom Headquarters of WHO: Geneva, Switzerland Edouard Philippe Country : France Capital : Paris Currency: Euro President: Emmanuel Macron Ovais Sarmad Head of UNFCCC: Patricia Espinosa Headquarters of UNFCCC: Bonn, Germany Renu Satti



Deputy Executive Secretary of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) New CEO of Paytm Payment‟s Bank New Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Air Marshal PN Pradhan Staff (Operations) Lenin Moreno About Ecuador: Country – Ecuador Capital – Quito New President of Ecuador Currency – United States Dollar Ex-president - Rafael Correa Current president - Lenin Moreno Najma Heptulla (Manipur Governor and She is the first New Chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia woman chancellor of the university since its establishment in 1920. She succeeds Lt. Gen M.A Zaki)



Awards and Honours Important Awards and Honours in May 2017 Honoured with the ceremony's firstever Icon award at the 2017 Radio Pop star Britney Spears Disney Music Awards Winner of 'Transformative Chief Chandrababu Naidu, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Minister Award' in recognition for his (Award presented by the US-India Business Council role in advancing the US-India (USIBC)) partnership at the state level Padma Venkataraman (a social worker) Winner of the Avvaiyar Award Winner of the Hero of the League 2016Sunil Chhetri (Bengaluru FC striker) 17 Award Winner of prestigious 2016 WisdenMCC (Melbourne Cricket Council) Saqib Majeed Cricket „Photograph of the Year‟ Mukti Bhawan (Director: Shubhashish Bhutiani) Won Best Film award at the New York www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Indian Film Festival Winner of first Bhairon Singh Shekhawat Lifetime Achievement Honour in Public Service Winner of prestigious Indian National Science Academy (INSA) medal in the Young Scientist category for 2017 Two Indian activists have won the annual Whitley Awards, popularly known as the 'Green Oscars' Awarded with the Mark Twain Prize 2017 for American humour Winner of prestigious Dan David Prize Winner of prestigious National Geographic Bee competition 2017 Awarded with the International Humanitarian Award in Editor's Choice category of Asian Voice Charity Awards Winner of world‟s largest pre-college science competition 'The Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF) 2017' in the United States West Bengal's Highest Civilian Banga Samman award Winner of 2017 WWF International President‟s Award Winner of women's title in Asian Continental Blitz Chess Championship FICCI Smart Policing Award 2017



Pawan Kumar Chamling (Sikkim Chief Minister) Aravind Kumar Rengan (Assistant Professor in Department of Biomedical Engineering at IIT – Hyderabad) Sanjay Gubbi & Purnima Barman David Letterman Indian scientist Shrinivas Kulkarni (for his contribution in the field of astronomy conferred at a festive awards ceremony in Tel Avis, Isreal) Pranay Varada (14-year-old Indian-American student) Jacqueline Fernandez (Bollywood actor)



Prashant Ranganathan



Thespian Soumitra Chatterjee & Y.C. Deveshwar Rohan Chakravarty R Vaishali (India) Smt Rashmi Shukla (Pune police commissioner)



AGREEMENTS and MOUs Amul signs MoU with Indian Space Research Organization  Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) is produced a product in the brand name of ―AMUL‖ has signed an MoU with Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) for fodder acreage assessment using satellite observation and space technology. Useful Info ISRO HQ – Bengaluru ISRO Chairman – A S Kiran Kumar MD of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) - R S Sodhi An MoU between India and Fiji on Defence Cooperation  An MoU on defence cooperation envisaging several areas of cooperation including in defence industry, military training and humanitarian assistance & disaster management was signed. Useful Info Country – Fiji Capital – Suva Currency - Fijian Dollar India & Spain sign seven agreements www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App



IBPS Guide Copyright©2017



Page 24



Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com 



India and Spain have signed seven agreements. The key areas in which the pacts were inked are cyber security, renewable energy, technical cooperation in civil aviation, visa waiver for diplomatic passport holders. The other MoUs are between Foreign Service Institute and Diplomatic Academy of Spain and others for transfer of sentenced persons and cooperation in organ transplantation. Useful Info Country – Spain Capital – Madrid Currency – Euro Prime Minister - Mariano Rajoy India and Turkey agree to strengthen co-operation in Combating terrorism  India and Turkey have strongly condemned the "use of double standards" in combating terrorism and agreed to strengthen cooperation in effectively dealing with the menace both bilaterally and at multilateral fora. The joint statement was issued after extensive talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in New Delhi. The two leaders also called for early conclusion of negotiations on the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). Country : Turkey Capital : Ankara Currency: Turkish lira President: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan Prime minister: Binali Yıldırım MoUs Worth Rs 2 Lakh Crores Signed in the India Integrated Transport & Logistics Summit  Thirty-four MoUs amounting to about Rs 2 lakh crores were signed in the three-day India Integrated Transport and Logistics Summit that was concluded in New Delhi. The Summit was attended by around 3000 delegates from India and abroad, which included central and state government organizations, international organizations like World Bank and ADB, delegates, global transport and supply chain experts and representatives of private companies. Oracle signs MoU with Jharkhand for cloud-based citizen services  The Government of Jharkhand and Oracle signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) intended to improve cloud-based citizen services and to make Jharkhand an attractive destination for start-ups. Oracle will offer its support to the state through its vast portfolio of technology solutions, including Oracle Cloud. IFSC at GIFT inks pact with GNLU to start course on IFSC regulations  India's first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) at Gujarat International Finance-Tec City (GIFT) entered into an agreement with Gujarat National Law University (GNLU) to collaborate on efforts for Skill Development in the field of International Financial Services & Regulations. It will also organize a program for Lawyers covering IFSC, International Arbitration and related fields. VO Chidambaranar Port Trust and TANGEDCO sign MoU to upgrade Coal Jetties  The VO Chidambaranar Port (VOCP) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation Limited (TANGEDCO) for the upgradation of Coal Jetty I and II. As per the MoU, VOCP intends to increase the capacity of two of its Coal Jetties I and II from 6.25 MTPA to 24 MTPA. The MoU was signed by S Anantha Chandra Bose, Chairman of VO Chidambaranar Port Trust and M Sai Kumar, Chairman cum Managing Director of TANGEDCO. MoU Signed between Indian Navy and Space Application Centre  Indian Navy and the Space Application Centre has signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Data Sharing and Scientific cooperation in the field of Meteorology and Oceanology. Shipping Ministry signs MoU on „Sagarmala project‟ in collaboration with DDU- GKY  The Ministries of Shipping and Rural Development has signed an MoU on ‗Sagarmala project‘ in collaboration with Deen Dayal Upadhyay- Gramin Kaushalya Yojna (DDU- GKY) in New Delhi. DDUGKY is under implementation in 28 states and has over 654 training centres in 522 projects in partnership with training partners. BSNL Signs MoU with Facebook and MobiKwik  BSNL has inked agreements with Facebook and MobiKwik in order to popularize the internet and its value added services among its customers. Further, BSNL has also signed a third MoU with Disney Land India to offer premium online gaming services to its mobile customers. The series of MoUs signed by BSNL comes www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com at the backdrop of a stiff competition faced by BSNL from private telecom companies like Airtel and Reliance Jio. CBDT signs two Advance Pricing Agreements with Indian taxpayers  The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) on 22 May 2017 signed two Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreements (APA) with Indian taxpayers. Among these two agreements, one also has a Rollback Provision. The two APAs signed pertain to chip design and development of embedded software and Information technology sectors of the economy. Israel aerospace industries signs $630 million deal with India  Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has closed another major deal worth 630 million US dollar with India to supply advanced long-range air and missile defense systems for four ships of the Indian Navy. According to State-owned IAI, the contract is for supplying Long Range Surface to Air Missile (LRSAM) systems. The LRSAM is a joint development by IAI and India‘s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 4 agreements signed between India and Mauritius including bilateral maritime security  India and Mauritius signed four agreements after delegation-level talks between Prime Minister NarendraModi and his Mauritius counterpart Pravind Kumar Jugnauth in New Delhi. The agreements include New Delhi extending a 500 million dollar line of credit to Mauritius. Country – Mauritius Capital – Port Louis Currency – Mauritian rupee PM & President - AneroodJugnauth India, Palestine sign five agreements for cooperation in different sectors  India and Palestine on 16 May 2017 signed 5 agreements for cooperation in different areas including agriculture, health and Information Technology. The Agreements were exchanged after delegation-level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Palestine President Mahmoud Abbas in New Delhi. The two leaders reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral relations, regional and international issues.



Schemes and Programs CCEA approves Central Sector Scheme SAMPADA  The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approval the re-structuring the schemes of Union Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) under Central Sector Scheme SAMPADA. SAMPADA stands for 'Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-Processing Clusters'. The objective of SAMPADA is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing and decrease agri-waste. The scheme was approved for the period 2016- 2020. 200 airports to come under regional air connectivity scheme  Union Minister of State for Aviation Jayanta Sinha said the Centre will bring 200 airports under the UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) regional air connectivity scheme. Sinha added that there would be multiple rounds of bidding. He said that regional air connectivity was both pro-poor and pro-markets. External Affairs Ministry to hold 1st outreach programme Videsh Sampark in Hyderabad  The External Affairs Ministry is holding its first outreach programme, Videsh Sampark in Hyderabad to create awareness among stakeholders about various welfare and safety measures being taken for overseas Indians. Minister of State for External Affairs Gen VK Singh will inaugurate the Conference. India‟s „Ujala‟ to light up homes in the United Kingdom  India has taken a new initiative to supply cheap LED bulbs for the citizens of London in the United Kingdom. Taking this process to the final stages India will launch ‗UJALA‘ scheme in the United Kingdom. Hyderabad‟s Turbo Megha Airways first private airline to get UDAN license  Turbo Megha Airways has become the first private airline to get a license to fly under UDAN, the government scheme for subsidized regional flights. The Hyderabad-based airline which flies as TruJet stated that it will launch flights on Hyderabad-Cuddapah, Hyderabad-Nanded and Nanded-Mumbai routes. www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com The five airlines awarded the rights to fly UDAN flights so far are Air India, SpiceJet, Turbo Megha, Air Odisha and G.R. Gopinath led Deccan Air. Environment Ministry and OzonAction organised “Ozone2Climate” Technology Roadshow in Agra  Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change organised Ozone2Climate Technology Roadshow in Agra. The roadshow was organised along with the UN Environment OzonAction‘s Compliance Assistance Programme. The Roadshow was inaugurated by the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Ajay Narayan Jha on the sidelines of the South Asia National Ozone Officers Annual Network Meeting – 2017. Ladakh region got seven major road projects under Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojna  To improve road connectivity in Ladakh region of the Jammu and Kashmir under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna, seven major roads projects under the Centrally-sponsored scheme - Central Road Fund. Five road projects were implemented to connect the remote and difficult terrain villages of Leh district. More than 25 percent of work on these roads has been completed so far. Two more road projects were sanctioned this year and are under tendering process.



Summit and Conference 4th National Standards Conclave held in New Delhi  Department of Commerce, Government of India in collaboration with Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB) has organized the 4th National Standards Conclave at New Delhi. The objective of the two-day Conclave was to bring awareness and prepare Industries, Central Government Ministries, State Governments, regulatory/standards-setting and conformity assessment bodies on the growing importance of ―Standards‖ in the changing scenario of global trade. Meeting of the Co-Chairs of the India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission held in New Delhi  The Co-Chairs of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) was held in New Delhi. The delegations of the two nations were led by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Deputy Prime Minister of the Russia Dmitry Olegovich Rogozin. They also looked forward towards the preparations for the forthcoming IndiaRussia Annual Summit that is scheduled to be held in St. Petersburg on 1 June 2017. 52nd Annual Meetings of AfDB to be held in Gujarat  The 52nd Annual Meetings of the African Development bank (AfDB) will be held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. This is the first time that the Annual Meetings of AfDB are being held in India. NITI Aayog holds the first Samavesh meeting  With an aim to bring together 32 premier educational and policy research institutions to catalyse the country‘s development process, government think-tank NITI Aayog hold the first Samavesh meeting. In pursuance of the PM call for a New India 2022, the meeting comes under the co-chairmanship of Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO and Shri Ratan P Watal, Principal Adviser of NITI Aayog.



Ranking and Indexes Tata Group Named Country‟s Most Valuable Brand in Brand Finance List  Brand finance in its 2017 report that lists India‘s 100 most valuable brands has named Tata Group as the most valuable brand in India at an estimated brand value of $13.1 billion. Brand Finance is a global brand valuation and strategy consultancy firm. Tata Group has managed to top the list despite its brand value declining 4% from $13.7 billion in 2016. As per the report, the total brand value of India‘s top 100 brands have surged 15% in 2017 compared to the global average of 11%. Overall 68 of India‘s 100 most valuable brands have registered growth in value this year. India ranks 3rd globally in startup incubators, accelerators: www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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India now ranks third globally in number of startup incubators and accelerators after China and the US, according to a Nasscom report. With 140 startup incubators and accelerators, India has surpassed Israel by 10 incubators. The number of incubators and accelerators in India grew by 40% in 2016, with Bengaluru, Mumbai and Delhi-NCR having the maximum number of accelerators. Bengaluru tops list of most affordable tech cities worldwide  Bengaluru has topped the list of most affordable tech cities in the world followed by Cape Town and Santiago, according to the Savills Tech Cities Index. However, the overall rank of Bengaluru was 20th on the list of 22 cities that were evaluated across five major categories with Austin topping the chart followed by San Francisco and New York. Kerala tops, Bihar last in public affairs index  Two South Indian States - Kerala and Tamil Nadu - secured first and second rankings for the second year in a row while poll-bound Gujarat gained two positions rising from five in 2016 to three in 2017 and Bihar stayed at the bottom in public affairs index (PAI) in governance in States. India ranks 26 in World Bank‟s electricity accessibility list  India moved up to the 26th spot in the global electricity accessibility rankings of the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business index 2016. India was at the 99th position in 2014, it jumped 73 ranks in 2016. The compounded annual growth in electricity prices in 2014-16 stood at 3.27% compared to 5.97% in 2004-14. Fact Box: Public Affairs Index 2017 (PAI-2017)  Kerala and Tamil Nadu have secured first and second rankings for the second consecutive year in public affairs index (PAI) released by the Public Affairs Centre (PAC), Bengaluru. Gujarat has been ranked third followed by Karnataka and Maharashtra at the fourth and fifth position respectively in governance indicators. Mukesh Ambani in Forbes Global Game Changers List 2017  Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani has been featured in the Forbes Global Game Changers List for 2017. "The oil and gas tycoon entered India's telecom market offering fast internet at dirt-cheap prices and gained 10 crore customers in six months," wrote Forbes. The list also includes Snapchat CEO Evan Spiegel and Saudi Arabia's Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Hyderabad Int'l Airport south India's 1st to go 100% LED-lit  The Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA) in Hyderabad is set to become south India's first airport to go 100% LED-lit. Of the 26,000 conventional lamps at RGIA, over 19,500 have been converted into LED. India ranked second in renewable energy attractiveness index  India has moved up to the second spot from third position in this year's (2017) 'Renewable energy country attractiveness index' released by EY (Earnest and Young). ii. China, which has been ranked first in the index and India have surpassed the US, which fell for the first time since 2015 to third place in the ranking of top 40 countries. India becomes second largest steel producer in the world  India overtook Japan to become the second-largest steel producer in the world in 2016. The data was released by the International Stainless Steel Forum at a annual conference in Tokyo, Japan. India‘s stainless steel production rose to 3.32 million tons for 2016. The data showed a growth of about 9 per cent over 3.0 million tons achieved in 2015. As per the data, the top producer of the steel of the world in the year 2016 is China. Visakhapatnam railway station cleanest, Darbhanga dirtiest says survey  The Visakhapatnam railway station is the cleanest, followed by Secunderabad, among the 75 busiest stations in the country. According to a survey, the report of which was released by railway minister Suresh Prabhu, the Jammu railway station occupied the third spot, while the New Delhi station was ranked at 39 among the busiest stations. The survey was carried out by the Quality Council of India. The Darbhanga railway station in Bihar was the dirtiest among the busiest stations. The railway station in Varanasi, the Lok Sabha constituency of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was ranked at 14th position. India betters ranking in international tourist arrivals  India has jumped 16 places in the revised United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) rankings to settle at 24th for 2014 and 2015. Earlier, India was ranked 41st and 40th in 2014 and 2015 as per the global ranking, respectively. India ranks (120 out of 131) poor in women workforce declared by World Bank www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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According to India Development Report released by World Bank, India had one of the lowest female participation in the workforce, ranking 120th among 131 countries. In India, the women participation was just at 27% compared to China and Brazil where it was between 65-70%. Even in neighboring Sri Lanka and Bangladesh the figure was higher.



Bills and Amendments Real Estate Act comes into effect  The Real Estate Act which aims to protect the interests of homebuyers by ensuring transparency has come into effect. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA) has asked all the states and Union Territories to implement the Act with letter and spirit. Cabinet has approved Amendment of the Ancient Monuments and Remains Act, 1958  The Union Cabinet approved the introduction of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites Remains (Amendment) Bill, 2017 in the Parliament. The cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the following amendments to make way for certain constructions limited strictly to public works and projects essential to the public within the prohibited area:



Mobile Apps & Web Portals DoT launches Tarang Sanchar web portal for information on Mobile Tower Radiation  The Department of Telecom (DoT) on 2 May 2017 launched 'Tarang Sanchar‘ web portal, a portal that will allow people to track radiation emitted from mobile towers within a locality and check their compliance with the stipulated norms. TRAI to launch app for users to rate call quality  The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) said that it will soon launch a smartphone app which will allow people to rate the service quality of their call after the call ends. It also announced that it will further bolster the existing 'Do Not Disturb' system, which helps people to avoid calls from telemarketers. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI) Chairman-R. S. Sharma Secretary-Sudhir Gupta Headquarters- New Delhi Rajnath to inaugurate two important mobile apps; MHA Grievances Redressal App & BSFMyApp  Home Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate two important mobile applications MHA Grievances Redressal App and BSFMyApp at New Delhi . All the Paramilitary Force jawans and BSF personnel will be able to raise their problems on BSFMyApp. Election Commission of India Launches National Contact Centre  The Election Commission of India has launched National Contact Centre with a toll free number1800111950. The move would enable any citizen from any part of the country to call on the toll-free number and get their query or complaint addressed at any time of the day in Hindi or English. Ministry of Culture launches Swachh Bharat App in National Museum  Ministry of Culture has launched ―Swachh Bharat App‖ in National Museum with a focus to involve people actively in Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. The App is available for Android Mobile phones which can be downloaded from Google Play Store. In this App the concept of Physical web is implemented.  Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Culture: Mahesh Sharma North Delhi Municipal Corporation Mayor Preeti Agarwal launched a new Android app to complain against parking violations  People around north Delhi will now be able to lodge complaints related to parking violations in the area with just a click on their mobile phones. The North Delhi Municipal Corporation launched a one-of-a kind mobile application, using which users can click pictures and post the parking violations for immediate action by the civic body officials. www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Anti-Ragging Mobile App launched by Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar  Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar launched an Anti-Ragging Mobile App introduced by the University Grants Commission (UGC) in New Delhi. This app will work on android devices, students can register and login. Complaints can be register through this app.



VIP Visits to India Palestine President arrives on 4-day visit to India  President of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas arrived in India on a four-day State visit. The visit of President Mahmoud Abbas will provide an opportunity for reviewing the entire gamut of bilateral relations, regional and international issues. This is his third State visit to India. Country : State of Palestine Capital : East Jerusalem President: Mahmoud Abbas Prime minister: Rami Hamdallah PM Modi holds delegation level talks with Turkey's President in New Delhi  Prime Minister Narendra Modi is holding delegation level talks with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in New Delhi. Key bilateral and regional issues, including India's NSG membership bid and ways to strengthen cooperation in counter-terrorism and trade are expected to be discussed. Mauritius Prime Minister arrives in Delhi  Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Kumar Jugnauth arrived in New Delhi this morning on a three-day visit to India. He will be accorded ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati Bhawan tomorrow. Country – Mauritius Capital - Port Louis Currency –Mauritian Rupee



Festivals and Celebrations India organises festival in Egypt to mark Tagore's birth anniversary  To mark the 156th birth anniversary of the famous Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore, India is organising a cultural festival in Egypt. Being hosted by the Maulana Azad Centre for Indian Culture, the cultural wing of the Indian Embassy in Cairo. The festival will showcase the movie 'Kabuliwala' directed by Hemen Gupta at the Hanager Cinema, Opera House Complex. The film is based on a novel written by Tagore and tells the story of an immigrant from Kabul.



Books and Authors Prime Minister Releases Book Series written by MS Swaminathan  The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a two-part book series written by the eminent agricultural scientist Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. The series is titled – M.S. Swaminathan: The Quest for a world without hunger. Dr. M S Swaminathan is known as the Father of the Green Revolution in India for his leadership and success in introducing and further developing high-yielding varieties of wheat in India. The Indian Government has honored him with its prestigious national decorations like Padma Shri and Padma Bhusan. Kiren Rijiju unveils world's first philosophical novel on God  Kiren Rijiju, the Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, unveiled a philosophical novel on God titled ―Confessions of a dying mind: The blind faith of atheism,‖ in New Delhi. The book, touted as world‘s first philosophical novel on God, is penned by IAS officer Haulianlal Guite.  Union Minister of State for Home Affairs: Kiren Rijiju
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com Science & Technology Uber launches its food delivery app UberEATS in India  Uber started rolling out its on-demand food delivery app UberEATS in India, starting with Mumbai. Uber has partnered with local restaurants to list their menu on the app and the food will be delivered via registered couriers. The standalone app will compete with existing food delivery services like FoodPanda, Swiggy, Zomato, and Google's newly-launched Areo app. ISRO develops solar hybrid car using in-house resources  The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has developed a solar hybrid electric car using in-house resources. The car, developed at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in Thiruvananthapuram, will run on lithium ion batteries and can be recharged with sunlight using solar panels equipped on top of the car. NASA detects Signs of Water in a distant Neptune Sized Planet  Scientists have detected ―a strong water signature‖ in the atmosphere of a distant Neptune-sized planet called HAT-P-26b. The study conducted using NASA‘s Hubble and Spitzer space telescopes has showed that HAT-P-26b has a primitive atmosphere composed almost entirely of hydrogen and helium. Although the planet is not a water world, its atmosphere which is relatively clear of clouds has a strong water signature. Organization : National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Headquarters: Washington, D.C. Administrator: Robert M. Lightfoot, Jr. Two Researchers from IIT Madras generated white light from turmeric and pomegranate  Two researchers from the Department of Chemistry at IIT Madras successfully produced white light using a mixture of two natural extracts - red pomegranate and turmeric. The experiment was conducted by former research scholar Vikram Singh along with his colleague Ashok Mishra. Both the researchers used a simple and environment-friendly procedure to extract dyes from pomegranate and turmeric. ISRO made the heaviest rocket, carry up to 8 tonne  An indigenous rocket asheavy as 200 full-grownAsian elephants could welltake ―Indians into spacefrom Indian soil‖.Standing tall on therocket port at Sriharikota inAndhra Pradesh is the country‘slatest rocket — the GeosynchronousSatelliteLaunch Vehicle Mark III(GSLV Mk- III) — the heaviestrocket ever made by Indiathat is capable of carryingthe heaviest satellites. Useful Info ISRO – Indian Space Research Organization HQ – Bengaluru Chairman - A.S. Kiran Kumar Scientists at IIT Create Low Cost Solar Cells using Jamun  Scientists at IIT Roorkee have used Indian summer fruit, Jamun, to create low cost and more efficient solar cells. To create the solar cells, the researchers made use of naturally occurring pigment present in jamun as an inexpensive photosensitizer for Dye Sensitised Solar Cells (DSSCs) or Gratzel cells. South Asia Satellite set to be launched  The Indian Space Research Organization ISRO is all set to launch the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle GSLV F-09 carrying the high profile South Asia Satellite from the second launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikotta. Facebook launches Express WiFi in India  Facebook launched Express WiFi service commercially in India. The Express WiFi offers Internet facility through public hotspots to users in rural parts of India. The social network giant partnered with telecom operator Bharti Airtel that plans to bring an additional 20000 hotspots online. The company previously launched the service commercially in Kenya. Organisation: Facebook Headquarters: California, United States Chairman and CEO: Mark Zuckerberg IIEST creates India's first smart grid project www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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IIEST has successfully created the country's first smart grid project, which will generate power from renewable sources of energy. The project will be inaugurated by President Pranab Mukherjee. Scientists at IIT Delhi Develops Cheapest Respiratory Filter  Scientists at Indian Institute of Technology Delhi have developed the device ‗Nasofilters‘ which is capable of restricting up to 95% of dust and air pollutants. Involving a cost of Rs 10, it is the cheapest naso filter available. The researchers involved in the project was recently awarded with the ―National Startups Award‖ by President Pranab Mukherjee. IIT Kharagpur develops new tech to make cheaper, pollution-free bio fuel  Researchers at IIT Kharagpur have developed a new technology which will change the way bio-fuel is manufactured by making the process cheaper, quicker and pollution-free. Professor of Department of Agricultural and Food Engineering, Dr Rintu Banerjee said, the technique will ensure relatively quicker production of bio-fuel and the process is completely green.



Defence NEWS Indian Army successfully test-fires advanced version of Brahmos missile  The Indian Army has successfully test-fired an advanced version of the Brahmos land-attack cruise missile in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The land-to-land configuration of the missile was launched from a mobile autonomous launcher. Surface-to-surface Agni-II ballistic missile successfully test-fired off Odisha coast  India‘s nuclear-capable, surface-to-surface Agni-II ballistic missile, was test-fired from the Wheeler Island, off Odisha coast . It has a strike range of two thousand kilometres. Defence sources said the test was aimed at re-establishing the operational effectiveness of the weapon system. Indian Navy ships; INS Karwar and Kakinada decommissioned  Two minesweepers of the Indian Navy INS Karwar and INS Kakinada were decommissioned after being in service for over 30 years. The two ships were bid adieu at a ceremony in the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai in the presence of Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba. INS Karwar was the first of the ‗Natya‘ class minesweepers acquired from the erstwhile Soviet Union. Tejas Successfully Test Fires Air-to-Air Beyond Visual Range Missile  Tejas, the Light Combat Aircraft has successfully test fired Derby Air-to-Air Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile in RADAR guided mode. The test was performed on a Manoeuvrable Aerial Target at the Interim Test Range (ITR), Chandipur. The objective behind the test was to assess the Derby integration with aircraft systems on-board Tejas including the aircraft avionics, fire-control radar, launchers and Missile Weapon Delivery System and evaluate its performance. India, Singapore to carry out Mega Naval Exercise  The Indian Navy will join the Singapore Navy in carrying out a mega maritime exercise in the Indian Ocean where the Chinese Navy has been trying to increase its influence. Four warships of the Indian Navy and long range anti-submarine warfare aircraft P-8l would be part of the exercise with the Singapore Navy (RSN). India test-fires surface-to-air missile „Spyder‟  India test fired a surface-to-air missile ‗Spyder‘ from a test range in Odisha as part of missile launch practice of a series of tests of the short-range quick reaction. Spyder was test fired from a mobile launcher at launch complex 3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur and targeted a pilot-less target aircraft. Joint HADR Exercise commences at Naval Station Karwar  The Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise began on 18 May 2017 at Naval Station Karwar. Named as 'Karavali Karunya', the exercise is being conducted by Indian Navy‘s Western Naval Command. Simbex-17, bilateral naval exercise between India and Republic of Singapore, begins  Simbex-17, a bilateral naval exercise between India and Republic of Singapore commenced in the South China Sea. Indian naval ships Shivalik, Sahyadri, Jyoti and Kamorta and one P8-I Maritime Patrol and Anti-Submarine Warfare Aircraft are participating in the excercise. While INS Sahyadri and INS Kamorta are at Singapore since 12 May 2017, INS Shivalik and INS Jyoti would be joining directly for the sea phase www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App



IBPS Guide Copyright©2017



Page 32



Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com of the exercise. The ships are under the command of Rear Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta, YSM, VSM, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet.



SPORTS NEWS Cricket: Jhulan Goswami becomes highest wicket taker in Womens One Day Internationals  Indian women's team fast bowler Jhulan Goswami became the highest wicket-taker in the history of Women‘s One-Day Internationals. Goswami broke the decade-long record Australian Cathryn Fitzpatrick ‘s 180 wickets from 109 matches. Women‟s Cricket: India‟s Deepti Sharma and Poonam Raut Sets new Record  The partnership of Deepti Sharma and Poonam Raut scored 320 in 45.3 overs in 45.3 overs to become the world‘s first pair, either male or female, to forge a 300-run opening-wicket partnership in One-Day Internationals (ODIs). The earlier best partnership for the first wicket in men‘s cricket was 286 scored by Sri Lanka‘s Upul Tharanga and Sanath Jayasuriya against England in 2006, and the best partnership for the first wicket for women‘s cricket was 268 scored by Sarah Taylor and Caroline Atkins against South Africa in 2008. ICC announces partnershipwith Hublot  The ICC announced a long-term deal with luxury brand Hublot, which will include all ICCevents to 2020. The agreement will mean Hublot supply watches for the player-of-the-Match in semifinals and finals at all ICC major events as well as the player-of-the-tournament award. Company – Hublot (Hublot is a Swiss luxury watchmaker founded in 1980 by Italian Carlo Crocco) HQ - Nyon, Switzerland CEO - Ricardo Guadalupe R. Ashwin is the CEAT International Cricketer of the Year award  Ashwin who had a remarkable international season he took 99 wickets in17 Tests and scored 699 runs with two centuries and four half-centuries was presented the CEAT Cricket Ratings‘s  International Cricketer of the Year award by Sunil Gavaskar and Harsh Goenka, chairman, RPG Enterprises at the Cricket Club of India, here. He received a trophy and cheque for rupee 5 lakh. Shubman Gill CEAT young player of the year  Punjab‘s Shubman Gill was declared the CEAT Young Player of the Year for scoring 603 runs in nine games against the touring England under-19 team. He received a cash award of rupee 1lakh. Tennis: Leander Paes wins Tallahassee Challenger title of men's doubles  In Tennis, Leander Paes won the Tallahassee Challenger title of the men's doubles but Ramkumar Ramanathan had to be content with a runner-up finish in the singles' event in Florida. The top-seeded IndoAmerican pair Paes and Scott Lipsky came from behind to pip Argentine third seeds Leonardo Mayer and Maximo Gonzalez 4-6, 7-6, 10-7 in the summit clash. This is Paes' 2nd Challenger level title of the season. Alexander Zverev beat Novak Djokovic to clinch Italian Open Men‟s Singles title  Alexander Zverev on 21 May 2017 defeated World No. 2 Novak Djokovic 2 6-4 6-3 to win the Italian Open. The final was held in Rome, Italy. With the win, Zverev became the youngest Masters 1000 titlist since a 19-year-old Djokovic won the 2007 Miami Open presented by Itau. Divij-Raja wins first title of 2017 season in Bordeaux  The Indian duo of Divij Sharan and Purav Raja have won their first title of the 2017 season by lifting the Bordeaux Challenger trophy at Bordeaux, France. They defeated the fourth seeded Mexican-Kiwi combination of Santiago Gonzalez and Artem Sitak of New Zealand in the straight sets 6-4, 6-4. Ukraine's Elina Svitolina wins Italian Open tennis title  Elina Svitolina (Ukraine) has won the Italian women's Open tennis title in Rome.  She defeated Simona Halep 4-6, 7-5, 6-1. For Svitolina, it was her fourth title of the season after wins in Taipei, Dubai, and Istanbul. Kiki Bertensa Dutch tennis player won the Nuremberg Cup www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Dutch World No. 19 KikiBertens beat CzechBarboraKrejcikova6-2, 6-1 to winher second consecutiveNuremberg Cup. Info The Nuremberg Cup is a professional women's tennis tournament played on outdoor clay courts in Nuremberg, Bavaria, Germany.



Wrestling: Asian Wrestling Championship begins in New Delhi;Sakshi Malik to lead Indian challenge  Rio Olympics bronze-medallist Sakshi Malik will spearhead the Indian challenge at the Asian Wrestling Championship beginning in New Delhi. Sakshi along with Olympian Sandeep Tomar and Bajrang Punia will be aiming for podium finishes India had bagged 9 medals - 1 Gold, 3 Silver and 5 Bronze - in the last edition of the tournament held in Bangkok last year. India‟s Harpreet Singh wins bronze in Asian Wrestling Championship  Harpreet Singh has bagged bronze medal in Greco-Roman weight divisions in the Asian Wrestling Championship held at the K.D. Jadhav arena in the Indira Gandhi Stadium Complex in New Delhi. Harpreet clinched the bronze medal after beating his rival Jun Ji Na of China in 80 kg category. The other three Greco-Roman wrestlers, namely, Ravinder (66kg), Hardeep (98kg) and Naveen (130kg) failed to win any medal. The Greco-Roman category is generally not considered as Indian wrestlers forte. Anil, Jyoti bag bronze for India in Asian Wrestling  Two Indian wrestlers Anil Kumar and Jyoti Lohiya have won bronze medals in the Asian Wrestling Championship in New Delhi. Anil registered a thrilling come-from-behind 7-6 victory over Muhammadali Shamsiddinov (Uzbekistan) to clinch the bronze medal in the Greco-Roman 85kg category. Jyoti got a bronze medal in the 75-kg category after entering the semi-final. She in fact did not have to compete for the bronze medal in the semis since there was no other wrestler in her draw. Sakshi Malik, Vinesh Phogat bag silver in Asian Wrestling Championship:  Three Indian women wrestlers, including Rio Olympics bronze medallist Sakshi Malik and Vinesh Phogat, settled for a silver medal each in their respective weight categories at the Asian Wrestling Championship in New Delhi. India win 1 gold, 5 silver & 4 bronze in Asian Wrestling Championship  Bajrang Punia has won the Gold medal of the Asian Wrestling Championship at the Indira Gandhi Sports Complex in New Delhi. He defeated South Korea‘s Seunghui Lee 6-2 in the men‘s 65kg freestyle category. Sumit has won a silver medal in the 125-kg category on the concluding day of the continental event. The Indian wrestlers overall bagged 10 medals comprising a gold, five silver and four bronze. Badminton: South Korea beats China to win sudirman cup  South Korea won badminton's Sudirman Cup for the first time in 14 yearswith an emotional 3-2 victory over 10-time champions China at Australia's Gold Coast.The South Koreans claimed their fourth cup in the world mixed teams competition with a charged 21-17, 21-13 win by Choi Sol-Gyu and ChaeYoo-Jung in the mixed doubles match. Foot Ball: Arunachal Pradesh: CM Khandu kick starts Oorja CAPF U-19 football tournament  In Arunachal Pradesh, Chief Minister Pema Khandu kick started the Oorja CAPF under-19 football talent hunt tournament at Naharlagun. ITBP, North East frontier is organizing the tournament. Mr. Khandu said that Arunachal has no lack of sporting talent but lacks infrastructure. He said, events like Oorja tournaments will help exploit the sporting potentials hidden in the backward places. India placed at 100th spot in FIFA Rankings after 21 years  The Indian football team made it into the top 100 of the FIFA World Rankings for the first time in 21 years. The team is placed at 100th alongside Nicaragua, Lithuania, Estonia. The FIFA rankings were released on 4 May 2017. CAPF U-19 Football Talent hunt Tournament concludes www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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The State level Under-19 CAPF Football Talent Hunt Tournament for Boys and Girls organized by Assam Rifles concluded at Kohima. For the first time in the history of Indian Football, India is going to host the under-17 FIFA World Cup in the month of October. In regard to this event, Prime Minster Narendra Modi has taken initiative to conduct a nationwide Under-19 Football Talent Hunt Tournaments. Speaking at the closing ceremony, Nagaland Chief Minister, Dr. Shürhozielie Liezetsu expressed confident that such tournament will boost the efforts to promote football in the country. N'Golo Kante named Football Writers' Association Footballer of the Year  N‘Golo Kante in the first week of May 2017 voted the 2017 Footballer of the Year by the Football Writers‘ Association. Kante topped the poll of the 340-strong membership ahead of his Blues team-mate Eden Hazard, with Tottenham‘s Dele Alli in third place. Bengaluru FC beat Mohun Bagan to lift Federation Cup  The Bengaluru FC on 21 May 2017 defeated Mohun Bagan 2-0 to lift the Federation Cup at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack. After both sides played out a 0-0 draw in regulation time, it took two strikes from Bengaluru FC‘s Vineeth to settle the tie. Hockey: Great Britain wins Sultan Azlan Shah Cup hockey tournament  Great Britain beat Australia 4-3 in a thrilling hockey final of the 26th edition of the Azlan Shah Cup at Ipoh, Malaysia. This victory came to Great Britain in the Azlan Shah Cup after 23 years. Australia is the world champions and had won the Azlan Shah title nine times. Great Britain becomes the first team from the British Isles to win the Azlan Shah title since 1994. Squash: Joshna Chinappa becomes 1st Indian to win Asian Squash title  Indian squash player Joshna Chinappa defeated compatriot Dipika Pallikal in the women's singles final to become the first Indian to clinch the Asian Squash Championship title. Chinappa defeated Pallikal 13-15, 12-10, 11-13, 11-4, 11-4 in the 78-minute long final. In the men's final, Saurav Ghosal finished as the runner-up after losing to number one seed, Max Lee. Squash: India's Harinder Pal Sandhu bags another PSA title  Indian squash player Harinder Pal Sandhu has won the Makati Open in Philippines after beating Mohd. Syafiq Kamal of Malaysia. In the Final, Sandhu stormed past his opponent 11-5, 11-7, 11-7. Shooting: Heena Sidhu wins bronze in Grand Prix of Liberation Plezn 2017 Shooting championship  Heena Sindhu claimed a bronze medal in the women's 10m Air Pistol as India ended the Grand Prix of Liberation Plezn 2017 Shooting championships in Czech Republic with seven medals. On the final day of the championship, Heena shot 218.8 in the eight-woman final, won by Greek shooter Anna Korakaki claimed gold medal sot 246.3 to finish ahead of Germany's rising star, Michelle Skeries took silver with a score of 237.8. Saurabh Chaudhary wins bronze in shooting  Saurabh Chaudhary wins the bronze in air pistol in the27th Meeting of ShootingHopes international competition at Czech Republic. The results Junior men: 10m air pistol: Monna Paolo (Italy)- Gold Anton Arisarkhov(Russia)- Silver SaurabhChaudhary (India)– Bronze Indian shooters won two silver medals and a bronze medal at 27th Meeting of Shooting Hopes international junior competition held at plzen (Czech republic)  Arjunbabutaindianshooter he won silver in 10m air rifle category. In junior men 50m free pistol category anmoljain won silver medal.this is the brilliant achievement in the world class competition.in women 25m sports pistol category india‘sMuskan won bronze medal.the detailed results are as follows. Junior: Men: 50mfree pistol: Alexander Petrov (Russia) - Gold Anmol Jain (India) - Silver PaoloMonna (Italy) - Bronze www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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Monthly GK and Current Affairs Capsule – May 2017 | www.ibpsguide.com 10m air rifle: EvgenilIshchenko (Russia) - Gold ArjunBabuta (India) - Silver BornaPetanjek (Croatia)– Bronze Women: 25m sports pistol: Julia Chwedczuk (Poland) - Gold Agate Rasmane (Latvia) - Silver Muskan( India)– Bronze Table Tennis: Manav & Preyesh finish with silver medals  Manav Thakkar (India) has won the silver medal in the 2017 Thailand Junior and Cadet Open in Bangkok, after being handed a defeat by Fumiya Igarashi (Japan). The Fumiya Igarashi beat Thakkar 11-8, 6-11, 11-4, 11-9, 11-5. In the Hopes Boys, Preyesh Suresh Raj won silver medal went down against Amir Mohammad Samadi (Iran) in final. Samadi beat Preyesh 11-9, 8-11, 11-7, 8-11, 11-2. Earlier, the Indians had won a bronze in Junior Boys team event. India wins all 10 Gold Medals at South Asian Junior Table Tennis Championships  The South Asian Junior Table Tennis championship was held in Mount Lavinia, near Colombia in Sri Lanka. In a stunning performance, the paddlers from India have won all the 10 Gold Medals on offer in this tournament. Apart from 10 gold medals, the Indian participants have also won 14 medals, thus taking the medal tally to 14. World Table Tennis Championships began in Dusseldorf  World Table Tennis Championships began in Dusseldorf, Germany with the Qualification matches. The main draw will start from tomorrow. Top-ranked Indian in the world, Achanta Sharath Kamal will lead the 8-member Indian squad. The team also includes Soumyajit Ghosh, Harmeet Desai, reigning national champion Madhurika Patkar, Manika Batra and Mouma Das. It will be the 54th edition of the competition, and hosted by Germany for the seventh time. Others Sports News: Jehan Daruvala becomes 1st Indian to take pole in FIA F3 European Championship  Jehan Daruvala, in his rookie season at the FIA Formula 3 European Championship, is already making waves. The 18-year-old product of Force India Academy, became the first Indian to take pole in the F3 European series, securing the top spot on the starting grid for Race 1 of the second round of the championship in Monza, Italy. However, he was unable to translate that into a race victory, and finished the hard-fought race in second place, behind his Carlin Racing teammate Lando Norris of the UK. Mercedes' Bottas claims maiden Grand Prix win in Russia  Mercedes' Finnish Formula One driver Valtteri Bottas claimed his first ever Grand Prix victory after winning the Russian Grand Prix. Bottas edged Ferrari's Sebastian Vettel by 0.6 seconds with Ferrari's Kimi Raikkonen finishing third and Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton ending in the fourth place. Mark Selby beats John Higgins to retain world title  English professional snooker player Mark Selby won his third World Snooker Championship in four years after registering an 18-15 comeback victory against John Higgins. The 33-year-old, who has been snooker's world number one for 116 straight weeks now, was 4-10 behind Higgins before registering a comeback to claim the ₹3.1 crore prize money. Olive Ridley to be mascot of Asian Athletics  The logo and mascot of the Asian Athletics Championships scheduled to be held at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar from July 6 to 9 was released. Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik released the logo and mascot in presence of Olympians PT Usha and Anju Bobby George, who were also felicitated by Mr Patnaik during the programme. The sea turtle, Olive Ridley was declared the mascot of the Championship, besides the logo depicts an athlete crossing the finishing line with historical tourist attractions of Odisha. Mr Patnaik Minister formally announced commencement of the mega international sports event where more than 700 athletes from nearly 45 countries would participate in 42 sports events during the four-day sports extravaganza. NBA inaugurates academy in India www.ibpsguide.in | Mock.ibpsguide.com | www.sscexamguide.com BenchMark Android App
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In a promising step for Indian basketball, the national Basketball Association (NBA) inaugurated its first ever academy in Greater Noida. This is latest of the several steps that the National Basketball Association (NBA) the governing body of the game in US has taken to promote the game in India over the past few years. Ramudri Rao wins gold at the World Para Athletics Grand Prix:  Ramudri Someswara Rao won a gold medal in the men's 200-metre T44 event at the 2017 World Para Athletics Grand Prix in China. Ramudri clocked 25.29 seconds in the finals, followed by silver-medallist Lal Vinay Kumar who clocked 26.15 seconds. Indian para-athlete Sep Hokato Sema won a bronze medal in the shot put event. Anas breaks 400m national record, qualifies for world c'ship  Sprinter Muhammed Anas broke the 400-metre national record at the Indian Grand Prix in New Delhi to qualify for the upcoming World Championships in London in August. The 22-year-old clocked 45.32 seconds, within the London qualification time of 45.50 seconds, to better former sprinter KM Binu's previous national record of 45.48 seconds, clocked during the 2004 Athens Olympics. R R Laxman wins All India Open Rapid FIDE Rating Chess Meet  Grand Master R R Laxman of Integral Coach Factory won the All India Open Rapid FIDE Rating Chess Tournament at the Kshudiram Anushilan Kendra, Kolkata, West Bengal. Laxman finished on top in the tournament with 9.5 points. FIDE Master Mitrabha Guha racked up 8.5 points to finish second in the 10round tournament while untitled Srijit Paul finished third ahead of Grand Master Saptarshi Roy Chowdhury with a better tie-break score. World Cup Archery: Indian Men‟s Team Wins Compound Gold  The Indian Men‘s compound archery team has managed to win gold after defeating Columbia 226-221 in the archery World Cup stage 1 championships held in Shanghai, China. Indian archery team were represented by Abhishek Verma, Chinna Raju Srither and Amanjeet Singh. The Colombian team comprised Camilo Andres Cardona, Jose Carlos Ospina and Daniel Munoz. India beat USA  in the semifinal and edged out Iran in the quarterfinals. The team also defeated Vietnam in the first round. Sebastian Vettel won Monaco Grand Prix title  Sebastian vettel Formula one racer won the Monaco grand prix title.He finished the race just before KimiRaikkonen of finland.Both were the same Ferrari team. Sebastian Vettel – German formula one racer Team – Ferrari C. A. Bhavani Devi won the sabre gold in the Tournoi Satellite International fencing tournament  C. A. Bhavani Devi won the sabre gold in the Tournoi Satellite International fencing tournament in Reykjavik, Iceland. Bhavani defeatedSarah Jane-Hampson of Great Britain 15-13 in the final. She became the first Indian to win a gold in an International event. Country – Iceland Capital – Reykjavik Currency - Icelandic króna President - Guðni Th. Jóhannesson OBITUARIES Ueli Steck Leila Seth Ustad Raees Khan Anil Madhav Dave Reema Lagoo Roger Ailes Mathunny Mathews Chandraswami Constantine Mitsotakis
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