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National Andaman & Nicobar Capital : Port Blair Island Tourism Festival 2017 to begin in Andaman & Nicobar: The Island Tourism Festival 2017 will begin at Port Blair in Andaman & Nicobar islands. Lt. Governor Jagdish Mukhi will inaugurate the mega event at ITF Ground this evening. During the 10-day event, performances by the cultural troupes from mainland will help the Islanders renew their cultural ties with mainland India. An International Cultural Group from Khazkhistan will also perform the ITF Ground. Workshop for promotion of IT & ITeS Industries in Port Blair by Lt. Governor: In Andaman & Nicobar Islands, a day-long workshop for promotion of IT and ITeS Industries in Islands will be organised at Dr. BR Ambedkar Institute of Technology, Port Blair. Lt. Governor Jagdish Mukhi will inaugurate the workshop. NASSCOM President R Chandrashekhar, senior officers from Union Telecom Ministry will participate in the workshop. Andhra Pradesh Capitals: Amaravati, Hyderabad Chief Minister: N. Chandrababu Naidu Governor : E.S.L Narasimhan NTR ArogyaRaksha Scheme Launches in Andhra Pradesh i) Chandrababu Naidu the chief minister of Andhra Pradesh launches NTR arogyaRaksha Scheme yesterday. NTR ArogyaRaksha Scheme is to provide the medical treatment to the people of the Above Poverty Line at Rs. 1200 premium per annum. ii) The premium of NTR ArogyaRaksha Scheme is 1200 annual per head. This NTR Health Scheme will cover the 1044 diseases and appeals people to enroll their names in the scheme by paying Rs. 1200 per annum per head. iii) The Chief Minister reiterated that he aimed to make Andhra Pradesh on top three developed state in the country by 2022 and top developed state by 2029. PM inaugurates Indian Science Congress in Tirupati i) Prime Minister NarendraModi inaugurated the 104th Indian Science Congress at Tarakarama Stadium of Sri Venkateswara University in Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh. ii) The theme for the five-day event is 'Science and Technology for National Development'. The Prime Minister also felicitated Nobel laureates at the conclave. iii) Prime Minister NarendraModi said that the government is committed to supporting different streams of scientific research in the country. He was addressing the Indian Science Congress at Tirupati. iv) PM Modi also said that one important area that needs to be addressed is the rapid global rise of CyberPhysical Systems. Andhra Pradesh CM announced Rs. 100 cr. for the first Nobel laureate from State: A huge monetary bonanza awaits the first Nobel laureate from the State. Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, during the inaugural ceremony of the Children Science Congress at Sri Padmavati Mahila Viswa Vidyalayam (SPMVV), announced a cash prize of Rs.100 crore for the young scientist (or any other) who would win the prize. Flanked by Nobel laureate and Director of the Institute for Cosmic Ray Research at the University of Tokyo, Prof. Takaaki Kajita, Mr. Naidu urged the students to pursue science with emphasis on research and innovation. Vijayawada to host 1st DigiDhanMela in Andhra Pradesh i) In Andhra Pradesh Vijayawada will be host to the first DigiDhanMela in the State this afternoon. DigiDhanMelas are being organised across the country to promote cashless transactions. ii) Union Minister for Urban Development and Information Broadcasting M. Venkaiah Naidu along with Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will launch the Mela at Indira Gandhi Municipal Stadium, Vijayawada this evening. 3-day National Conference for e-Governance to begin in Visakhapatnam i) The 20th Edition of the National Conference for e-Governance 2016-17 is being organised by the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) and the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), Government of India in partnership with Information Technology, Electronics and Communication (ITE&C) Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh.
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ASSAM State : Assam Capital : Dispur Chief Minister : Sarbananda Sonowal Governor : Banwarilal Purohit 4th Assam International Agri-Horti started in Guwahati : Fourth Assam International Agri-Horiculture show has begun in Guwahati. Inaugurating the show, Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal said his government is committed for the development of farmers. Mr.Sonowal said that Assam government will implement all schemes initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Guwahati's 1st Braille library opens at Blind High School The first Braille library in Guwahati opened at the Blind High School on Wednesday, on the occasion of World Braille Day. The library houses an estimated 200 books, including those on self-help and general knowledge. The Amway Opportunity Foundation, which opened the library, plans to open 31 such libraries in India over the next few months. Assam Biotech Conclave begins in Guwahati The two day Assam Biotech Conclave began in Guwahati. Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal inaugurated the conclave in presence of Science and Technology minister Keshab Mahanta. Chief Minister hoped that this conclave would help Assam in biotechnology sector. Mr Keshab Mahanta said that the conclave is being organized by Guwahati Biotech Park in association with industry body FINER. The conclave will create business and partnering opportunities for its stakeholders and to showcase the facilities and opportunities offered by Guwahati Biotech Park. 4th Assam International Agri-Horti show begins i) Fourth Assam International Agri-Horti show has begun in Guwahati, Assam on 6 January. ii) State Chief Minister SarbanandaSonowal inaugurated the show.Assam Agriculture Minister Atul Bora informed that 10 foreign countries are also taking part in the show. Assam govt comes up with e-Wallet i) The Assam government will be shortly launching its indigenously-developed e-Wallet, Tokapoisa.in, to enable the people of the state for hassle-free online transactions in local language. ii) The mobile application Tokapoisa.in has been developed by the Assam Electronics Development Corp. Ltd. Besides being an e-Wallet, it will be a virtual payment terminal. Assam: Digi Dhan mela being held in Guwahati In Assam, the Digi Dhan mela is being held in Guwahati state IT minister Keshab Mahanta has inaugurated the mela in presence of senior officials.Several banks,organizations have participated in the mela. People in large number have shown interest to learn on digital banking.Assam Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal,DoNER minister Jitendra Singh and Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju will also participate in the Digi Dhan mela. Post-harvest festival Bhogali bihu is to be celebrated in Assam : The entire Assam is geared up to celebrate Bhogali bihu, the post-harvest festival in a grand manner. Delicious foods, merry making and rituals are prime component of Bhogali or Magh bihu. On the occasion of Uruka tonight, household and community feast will be held. Rush has been seen across the state to buy fish, curd , flattened rice and other items. People constructed Meji, made of thatch and fire woods to be burnt tomorrow. Women prepared delicacies including Pitha for family members. New tourist train to be launched by North-East Frontial Railways : Assam In Assam, the North-East Frontial (NF) Railways has announced the launch of Aastha Circuit Tourist Train from Guwahati. The new train would take travellers to a mix of popular pilgrimage destinations across the eastern part of the country at affordable rates. For the first time, this type of special dedicated tourist train was being originated from NF Railway. The allinclusive special tourist train will start on February 17. The duration of the tour from Guwahati to Guwahati is six nights and seven days and per person cost for the entire trip is Rs 6,161 only. Brahmaputra Literary festival to started in Guwahati In Assam, the three-day long Brahmaputra Literary festival will begin in Guwahati. Human Resource Development minister Prakash Javadekar will inaugurate the festival in presence of Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal and others. The festival is being organized by National Book Trust and state government. Authors from ten countries will take part in the festival.Mr.Javadekar will also inaugurate a colourful carnival tomorrow morning to mark the festival.Seminars ,discussions ,film show,book fair,music concert will be held as a part of the festival. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 3



Road projects in Assam got sanctioned Rs. 65,000 crore from transport ministry : Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari on Sunday announced new road projects for Assam, to be constructed over the next five years at the cost Rs. 65,000 crore. Gadkari, while inaugurating a bridge over the Brahmaputra, told CM Sarbananda Sonowal, "There will be no dearth of funds. You will be tired asking for funds, but I will not get tired giving you funds." Bihar Capital : Patna Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar Governor : Ram Nath Kovind World’s longest human chain of 11,000 kilometres formed at Bihar : Bihar on Saturday claimed to have formed the world's longest human chain, covering an estimated distance of 11,292 kilometres, involving over two crore citizens against alcoholism and liquor. Bihar CM Nitish Kumar joined hands with Lalu Prasad and other political party leaders to start the 45-minute-long chain. The previous record was the 1,050-km human chain formed in Bangladesh. Chhattisgarh Capital : Bilaspur (Judiciary), Raipur Chief Minister: Raman Singh Rajnandgaon Governor : Balram Das Tandon Chhattisgarh hosted Digi-Dhan Mela in Raipur i) Chhattisgarh is hosting a Digi-Dhan Mela in Raipur. It is the first in a series of such fairs to be organised in the next fortnight to promote digital modes of payment. ii) Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Narendra Singh Tomar and Union Minister of State for Steel Vishnu Deo Sai, apart from Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh are attending the mela in the state capital. iii) State government is taking various measures to promote digital payments. In the Digidhan fairs being organised in the state, users of digital payment mode like, Ru-pay Card, USSD, UPI and AEPS will be given prizes through lucky draw. New Delhi Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal Governor : Anil Baijal New Delhi World Book Fair begins i) The 9-day New Delhi World Book Fair began at PragatiMaidan in national capital. The theme for this year's event is 'Manushi' which focuses on writings on and by women. ii) The fair will exhibit the rich tradition of women writings from ancient times till the present. Minister of State for Human Resources Development, MahendraNathPandey inaugurated the fair. iii) Nearly 800 publishers from across the country and abroad are participating in it. About 20 countries including China, Egypt, France, Germany, Japan and Iran are taking part in the Foreign Pavilion. All India Conference of Waqf Boards begins i) The All India Conference of Chairpersons and Chief Executive Officers of States and Union Territories' Waqf Boards begins in New Delhi. ii) The conference will be inaugurated by Minister of State for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi. iii) Various issues, including review of progress under the schemes relating to grant of financial assistance for computerization of waqf properties, strengthening of waqf boards and development of waqf properties by National Waqf Development Corporation Ltd. will be discussed during the conference. World's Largest LED Street Light Replacement Project Launched i) Union Power Minister PiyushGoyal launched the "world's largest" LED street light replacement project completed by SDMC in south Delhi wherein two lakh conventional street lights have been replaced with energy efficient LEDs. ii) The initiative under the Street Lighting National Programme being implemented by the Energy Efficiency Services Limited of Ministry of Power, will save 6.10 crore units of electricity per year thus reducing the electricity bill by 54 per cent. Men's prison in Tihar gets first woman Superintendent Anju Mangla has been appointed as the first woman Superintendent of a men's prison in Delhi's high-security Tihar jail. She will look after nearly 800 prisoners in the 18-21 years age group and have one-to-one interactions www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 4



with them daily. In the past, the jail has had two women Director Generals of Police, but never a female superintendent for men's prison. 4th International Kite Festival begins in New Delhi Fourth International Kite Festival begins in New Delhi . Professional kite flying experts from across India and the globe are taking part in the three-day festival, which will have an exhibition on the history of kites as well. A special kite making demonstration will also be organised where professional kite flyers will showcase their expertise and demonstrate the art of kite making. 58th India International Garment Fair started at New Delhi : Textiles Minister Smriti Irani inaugurated the 58th India International Garment Fair - IIGF at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. On the occassion Mrs Irani said the three-day fair provides a platform to overseas garment buyers to source products and forge business relationships with Indian players in the apparel and fashion accessories domain. She said the fair will gave great benefit to the Indian emerging export players. More than 130 participants from 14 states are participating in the fair and nearly one thousand byers are coming on first day. Ministry : Ministry of Textiles Head : Smriti Irani Constituency : Gujarat Goa Capital : Panaji Chief Minister: Laxmikant Parsekar Governor : Mridula Sinha World's 1st electronic mode postal ballots to be implemented in Goa Goa will become the first state in India and across the globe to opt for electronic transmission of postal ballot to service voters in the upcoming elections, Chief Election Commissioner Nasim Zaidi said. The voters can download the ballot, fill it and send it via email. Notably, Goa has 822 service voters working in defence, paramilitary or diplomatic missions. On Assembly polls women voters of Goa to be given pink teddy bears : The first time women voters in Goa will be given pink teddy bears in the upcoming Assembly polls, aiming to boost their participation in the democratic exercise. Further, there will be at least 40 pink polling booths in Goa with pink-coloured decoration and only women election workers and officers. Notably, Goa has more women voters than their men counterparts. Gujarat Capital: Gandhinagar Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani Governor: Om Prakash Kohli International Kite festival begins at Ahmedabad i) In Gujarat, a week long international Kite festival is being held at Sabarmati River Front in Ahmedabad. Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani inaugurated the festival this morning. ii) As many as two thousand students from the schools run by the Municipal Corporation performed 'suryanamaskar' this morning during the opening ceremony of the festival. iii) About 51 kite fliers from 8 different states while more than 100 kite fliers from 31 countries are participating in this event. Kite fliers from Canada, Germany, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, New-Zealand, Poland, Russia, Singapore, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom, and USA are part of them. iv) The international kite fliers will also visit Palanpur, Rajkot, Vadodara, Pavagadh, Valsad and Gandhidham as a part of international kite festival. Gujarat to build train parts, attract Rs. 67,000 crore in work Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani announced that the state has inked a Memorandum of Understanding with the Railways to manufacture parts of a bullet train. Rupani said the project will "attract work worth Rs. 67,000 crore to Gujarat." He added, "Apart from this... a container depot in Rajkot will be constructed. This will cost about Rs. 100 crore." Rs. 77,000 cr deal for bullet train signed between Gujarat govt and Indian Railways : The Gujarat Government has signed a memorandum of understanding worth Rs. 77,000 crore with the Ministry of Railways for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet train project. The MoU was signed during the Vibrant Gujarat www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 5



Summit at Mahatma Mandir. The train is expected to cover 508 km between Mumbai and Ahmedabad in about two hours, running at an operating speed of 320 km/h. Foundation of world's largest cricket stadium laid in Ahmedabad: The foundation of the world's largest cricket stadium in terms of seating capacity has been laid in Ahmedabad. The total cost of the stadium, which will have a seating capacity of around 1.10 lakh, is estimated at Rs. 700 crores. The stadium will have 76 corporate boxes, four dressing rooms, a clubhouse and an Olympic-size swimming pool among other facilities. New world record set by 3.5 lakh sing Indian National Anthem in Gujarat : Over 3.5 lakh people on Saturday set a new world record by singing the National Anthem at an event in Gujarat, reports said. The event was organised during the installation of an idol of goddess Khodiyar at a newly-built Khodal Dham temple in Rajkot's Kagvad. We received a certificate of record from Guinness World Records, a temple official said. Haryana Capital : Chandigarh Chief minister : Manohar Lal Khattar Governor : Kaptan Singh Solanki Sex ratio in Haryana touches 900-mark for first time in 20 years i) Sex ratio at birth (SRB) in Haryana past year touched the 900-mark for the first time in almost two decades. ii) Prime Minister NarendraModi launched the ambitious “BetiBachao, BetiPadhao” (B3P) campaign against female foeticide in Panipat in January 2015. iii) Two years later, Haryana, notorious for its skewed sex ratio and patriarchal mindset, saw a historic turnaround. Youth Day, birth day of Swami Vivekananda being observed; PM to address function in Haryana National Youth Day, the birth day of Swami Vivekananda a grateful nation is celebrating Swamiji's hundred fifty fourth birth anniversary with much fanfare. Several functions are being organised across the country to mark the occasion. AIR correspondent reports, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address National Youth Day function at Rohtak through video conferencing. The 21st National Youth Festival will continue in Rohtak till 16th January. The theme of this year’s Festival is ‘Youth for Digital India’. Haryanay CM grants Rs. 10 cr to Yogeshwar Dutt's village on his wedding Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, met Olympic bronze medallist wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt to congratulate him for his wedding and also granted Rs. 10 crore for his village. Khattar also accepted all the demands and grievances of the village residents. The money would be used to build roads, and on drinking and irrigation facilities, as per reports. To keep children off tobacco usage , Haryana govt issues challans : The Haryana government has taken the challan route to deter children from smoking or using other tobacco products. While the national average age of children at which they start using tobacco is 14, the average in Haryana is 10-12 years, said an official. The state government issued 2,302 challans in Gurugram in last eight months for violating the Tobacco Act. Himachal Pradesh Capital: Shimla, Dharamshala Chief Minister: Virbhadra Singh Governor: Acharya Dev Vrat Himachal Pradesh declared Dharamshala as second capital of the state: Himachal Pradesh CM Virbhadra Singh on Thursday declared Dharamshala as the second capital of the state. Adding that Dharamshala has a history of its own, the CM said it fully deserved to be the second capital after Shimla. The Himachal government is expected to make Dharamshala its winter capital and shift the government to Dharamshala for two months in winter. Himachal Pradesh govt releases Rs 25 cr for restoration of roads, electricity & water supply in snow bound areas i) In Himachal Pradesh, the state government has released 25 crores rupees for restoration of roads, electricity and water supply in snow bound areas.
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ii) Chief Minister of state Virbhadra sigh reviewed the position of roads, electricity, and water and essential commodities in the areas affected by heavy snowfall at a high level meeting. Meanwhile, the severe cold wave continued throughout in the state. Met department has predicted clear and sunny weather in coming days. Jammu Lashmir Capital: Jammu (Winter), Srinagar (Summer) Chief Minister: Mehbooba Mufti Sayeed Governor: Narinder Nath Vohra Jammu Kashmir Govt plans to send exam results through SMS for students: The government is planning to send examination results to students of Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education through SMS on their mobile phones. The state's Education Minister Naeem Akhtar has directed the board's officials to start text services. He also asked officials to establish an e-learning cell at the board's office for the transition to digital mode. Rs 2,207cr fund announced by central govt to J&K as special assistance during current financial year Centre has sanctioned over 2,207 crore rupees to Jammu and Kashmir as special assistance during current financial year to expedite completion of area-specific schemes. This includes over 1093 crore rupees for permanent restoration of damaged structure in the state. Finance Ministry in a release said, the Centre has also decided to provide further special assistance of over 1,129 crore rupees to Bihar during 2016-17 for completion of the approved ongoing projects under special plan for Bihar. It said, with this the centre has so far released over 6,934 crore rupees to Bihar. Jharkhand State : Jharkhand Capital : Ranchi Chief Minister : Raghubar das Governor : Draupadi Murmu Indian Agriculture Research Institute approves to setup an Off-campus in Jharkhand Cabinet has approved setting up of an off-campus of Indian Agriculture Research Institute in Jharkhand. It will have an estimated outlay of 200.78 crore rupees. The Institute will work on the agrarian challenges and complexities of eastern India with all existing Central and State Government Research and Development institutions and Private sector enterprises. It will undertake research, education, extension programmes in its mission towards developing quality human resource, generation of farmer friendly technologies to enhance productivity, quality and profitability. Kerala Capital : Thiruvananthapuram Chief Minister : Pinarayi Vijayan Governor : P Sathasivam India's 1st transgender school opens in Kerala i) India's first transgender school, Sahaj International, was inaugurated in Kochi (Kerala) ii) The alternative learning centre, which works in collaboration with the National Institute of Open Learning, will help the transgenders who dropped out of school to appear in Class X and XII examinations. iii) The school is headed by six transgenders and a woman and has 10 students. Kerala Ranks 8 in '12 Destinations to Watch' in 2017 by ABTA i) The Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) has ranked Kerala higher than premier destinations like the US, Sardinia (island of Italy), South Africa and Vietnam ii) The rankings consist of locations that are expected to capture traveller's imaginations over the next year. Kerala: Kozhikode Corporation becomes 1st Elederly-friendly corporation: In Kerala, the Kozhikode Corporation has become the first Elderly-Friendly Corporation in the state. As part of the elderly friendly status, the Corporation has begun to collect basic details of all the senior citizens in the city through its 543 Anganwadis, in 75 wards. Senior citizen’s club will also be set up under every Anganwadi and there will be a ward-level apex committee for the running of these clubs. Our correspondent reports that the State Minister for Transport Mr A.K Saseendran said that the problem faced by most elderly people in the State was not financial, but of lonliness. All they need was someone to protect, take care of them and say them some kind words. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 7



57th Annual Kerala Schools Arts Festival begins at Kannur: In Kerala, the 57th annual Kerala Schools Arts Festival, tipped as Asia's largest youth art fete, begins at Kannur. The seven day-festival organised by the State Education Department attracts about 12,000 children selected from high schools, higher secondary and vocational schools of 14 districts across the state to compete in 232 events held simultaneously in 20 different venues in the northern district capital of the state. Separate festivals for Sanskrit and Arabic arts too are held along with the main event. The main venue is a huge five-storey pandal set up in the police ground in the city. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will inaugurate the event in the evening at the main venue, and Minister for Education, Prof C. Raveendranath will preside over the function. 29th Kerala Science Congress begun: The 29th Kerala Science Congress has begun at Thiruvalla in Pathanamthitta district. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the three-day event. The event is jointly organised by the Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment and the Kerala Forest Research Institute,‘Ecology and Environment’ is the theme of this year's Science Congress. Karnataka Capital: Bangalore Chief Minister: Siddaramaiah Governor: Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala Pravasi BhartiyaDiwas Convention to open on 7th of Jan in Bengaluru i) The 14th PravasiBhartiyaDiwas Convention will open on 7th of this month in Bengaluru. Briefing media in New Delhi, Secretary Overseas Indian Affairs DhyaneshwarMulay said Prime Minister NarendraModi will inaugurate the event on 8th of this month. ii) He said four thousand delegates are expected to attend the event at Bengaluru International Exhibition Center. MrMulay said President Pranab Mukherjee will participate in the event on 9th of January where he will confer PravasiBharatiyaSamman. Karnataka got assistance of Rs 1782.44 crore from Central Government as drought relief The Centre approved an assistance of over 1782.44 crore rupees for Karnataka. The state will get this sum from the National Disaster Relief Fund as drought relief. The financial assistance was approved by Home Minister Rajnath Singh at a meeting of the High Level Committee in New Delhi. The Committee examined the proposal based on the reports of the Inter-Ministerial Central Team which visited the state. Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr Arvind Panagariya, Union Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi and senior officers of the Ministries of Home Affairs, Finance and Agriculture were present in the meeting. 14th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas to begin tomorrow in Bengaluru : The city of Bengaluru is all set to host the 14th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas, PBD Convention beginning tomorrow. The first day of the annual event is dedicated for the youth. The theme of the Youth PBD progamme is ‘Role of Diaspora Youth in the Transformation of India’. Vice President of Suriname Michael Ashwin Adhin will deliver a keynote address in inaugural Session of Youth PBD. Chief Minister of Karnataka Siddaramaiah and Minister of State for External Affairs Gen V K Singh will also address the session. Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Vijay Goel will chair the session. 14th PravasiBhartiya Divas convention begins in Bengaluru i) PravasiBharatiya Divas has been held traditionally on 9th January every year to commemorate the return of Mahatma Gandhi as a Pravasi from South Africa to India.The 3-day 14th PravasiBharatiya Divas (PBD 2017) convention began in Bengaluru. ii) On the first day, the Youth PravasiBhartiya Divas was inaugurated by Vice President of Suriname MichealAshwinAdhin, Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Vijay Goel, Minister of State for External Affairs Gen V K Singh and Karnataka Ministers R V Deshpande and PriyankKharge. iii) The main convention will be inaugurated tomorrow by Prime Minister NarendraModi and Chief Guest of the event, Prime Minister of Portugal Dr Antonio Costa. President Pranab Mukherjee will confer PravasiBhartiyaSamman on Monday. Bengaluru tops in world's most dynamic city list released at WEF: Bengaluru has topped the world's most dynamic cities list, released by real estate consultancy firm Jones Lang LaSalle at the World Economic Forum. While Hyderabad is fifth on the list, Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai and Pune are other Indian cities that have made to the top 30. Notably, USA's Silicon Valley is third on the list, while China's Shanghai is fourth. Organisation : World Economic Forum Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 8



Rs. 500 crore requested by Karnataka CM from Centre for Jain festival: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has written to Union Finance minister Arun Jaitley, seeking a grant of Rs. 500 crore for the 10-day Mahamastakabhisheka festival. The next edition of Mahamastakabhisheka, a Jain festival that honours Lord Bahubali and is held once every 12 years in Shravanabelagola, will take place in February 2018. The Centre had granted Rs. 90 crore for its last edition. Tribal students of karnataka to get stipend from state govt: The Karnataka government has decided to give a stipend to students belonging to two tribal communities, Koraga and Jenu Kuruba, until they get a job. The initiative is aimed at encouraging the people of these communities to pursue education. The population of both these communities is also declining, said Social Welfare Minister H Anjaneya. Maharashtra Governor- C. Vidyasagar Rao Chief Minister-Devendra Fadnavis Capital: Mumbai New taxi service 'Shivgramin' launch Maharashtra government: Maharashtra government is likely to launch a new Shivgramin Taxi Scheme on Thursday, according to reports. The new taxis will be orange and white in colour and will ply outside municipal limits. The six-seater taxis will provide an alternate mode of public transport to people in rural and semi-urban areas of Maharashtra. New facility for visually-impaired students opens at IIT-Bombay: IIT-Bombay has opened a new facility for the visually-impaired students at its central library. The institute said it has procured modern aids and appliances like a document camera that works as an instant reader, software to convert text into audio files, and portable scanners and readers, among others. It is a positive move towards social inclusion, Director Devang Khakhar said. Mumbai-Pune Expressway soon to get WiFi coverage : The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation has decided to provide high-speed WiFi coverage zones on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway of 94-km, according to reports. The WiFi network will help the police to monitor CCTV footage along the expressway and at the toll booths in real time, said an official. The services are likely to be offered for free. Apart from WiFi, the MSRDC also plans to strengthen the mobile network. “There are a lot of shadow areas on the expressway. We want telecom operators to install base transceiver stations (BTS) and other infrastructure. Mumbai's 5 junctions is set installed with air purifying unit by MPCB : The Maharashtra Pollution Control Board has installed a device called Wind Augmentation and Purifying Unit at Mumbai's five vital junctions. The places are Sion flyover, Bandra Kalanagar, Shreyas Junction in Ghatkopar, Bhandup railway station and Maharashtra Pollution Control Board headquarters. This action has been taken with an aim to reduce pollution in Mumbai and its outskirts. The device was inaugurated by Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray. Union Minister HaribhaiChoudhary inaugurates Khadi India Lounge in Mumbai i) Minister of State for MSME, HaribhaiChoudhary inaugurated the first and exclusive Khadi India Lounge in Mumbai. He expressed hope that such initiative will create multiple employment opportunities and will empower the artisans, especially women in rural India by selling their premium products. ii) The lounge will showcase designer line of garments and exclusive fabric for men and women in major metropolitan cities. These include high fashion garments including ready to wear designed by RituBeri, the acclaimed fashion designer. iii) Quoting sources, our correspondent reports that similar stores have been set up in Delhi and Jaipur, which will be inaugurated later this month. Maharashtra govt comes up with amendment in Land Revenue Code i) Maharashtra government has come up with an amendment in Maharashtra Land Revenue Code, following which non-agriculture certification will no longer be required for a land for which development plan is finalized. ii) Unless an agricultural land is converted into non-agricultural, development work can not be started. iii) With the new amendment in the Maharashtra Land Revenue Code 1966, things would move more swiftly. Mumbai WiFi becomes India's largest public WiFi service i) Maharashtra CM DevendraFadnavis on Monday activated 500 WiFi hotspots at various locations across the city of Mumbai, and announced that Mumbai WiFi is the largest public WiFi service in the country. ii) Claiming that it is one of the largest in the world too, Fadnavis said, "As committed, 1,200 WiFi hotspots will be activated by May 1, 2017." 2nd Kalvari class submarine INS Khanderi launched in Mumbai www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 9



INS Khanderi – the second of the Kalvari class submarines – was launched at the Mazagaon Dock Limited in Mumbai. It has superior stealth capabilities and also precision guided weapons that can be launched while underwater or on surface. The submarine will now undergo rigorous tests and trials, both in the harbour and at sea, till December 2017. 3-DAY International conference on Disability Communication held in Mumbai The International Conference on ‘Dis/Ability Communication: Perspectives and Challenges in the 21st Century (ICDC-2017)’, was held at Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini, Uttan from 9-11 January, 2017. The very first conference brought in various ideas, aspects and discussions over the Disability in Communications across the world. The main objective of ICDC-2017 was to establish a forum for dialogue on the study of interaction, learning and identity formation. The aim of the conference is to build a foundation for the master’s degree in Dis/Ability communication and the main area of interest is accessibility for those who want to deal with disability communication and explore in this field. 'Research Park' for startups to be build at IIT Bombay: Indian Institute of Bombay is set to build a 'Research Park' for startups, and set up R&D centres in the institute for promoting entrepreneurship. The development will help students get an industrial exposure into real-world applications of their chosen fields. The innovation hub will be located on the outskirts of the campus and is scheduled to be completed by 2023. Transcend 2017 to be hosted in SIBM Pune on January 20-22 Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, Pune is holding the 27th edition of its annual management and cultural fest, Transcend 2017 from January 20-22 at the Lavale campus. Transcend 2017 will host over 20 events including those related to marketing and HR. The Pro-Show lineup at Transcend 2017 will feature Comedy Central's Sahil Shah, Sunburn, and Raftaar. Annual entrepreneurship summit of IIT Bombay started: IIT Bombay is hosting its annual entrepreneurship summit on January 28 and 29, 2017 with the theme 'A tryst with tomorrow'. The event will host speakers like Amitabh Kant, Suresh Prabhu, Rajat Sharma among others. More than 500 startups and 20,000 students and professionals are expected to participate in events like Business Conclave and iHack at E-Summit'17. Govt inaugurates North East Film Festival in Pune I&B Ministry Secretary Ajay Mittal inaugurated North East Film Festival 'Fragrances from the North East' at National Film Archive of India in Pune, Maharashtra. The objective of the film festival is to sensitise people from other regions to the culture of the North East as envisaged in the Centre's "Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat" programme, an official release said. Madhya Pradesh Capital : Bhopal Chief minister : Shivraj Singh Chouhan Governor : Om Prakash Kohli Madhya Pradesh plans to develop 1,100 ‘climate-smart’ villages i) Madhya Pradesh has plan to develop 1,100 ‘climate-smart’ villages n a period of next 6 years to prepare farmers to manage the climate change risks timely and ensure good productivity said by state Farmer Welfare & Agriculture Development Department Principal Secretary Dr Rajesh Rajora ii) According to the plan, 100 villages in each of the 11 agro-climatic zones of the state would be taken up under the National Agriculture Development Programme (NADP) and Indian National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture with a cost about Rs 150 crore every year. Digital Dakiya scheme inaugurated in Madhya Pradesh to encourage cashless transactions: In Madhya Pradesh Indore district witnessed inauguration of first of its kind scheme of the country. Digital Dakiya, which aims at encouraging cashless transactions. “Digital Dakiya or Digital Postman will visit different places to teach and encourage people about cashless transactions and its benefits. State Finance Minister Jayant Malliya inaugurated the scheme at Indore on Saturday. State government will provide Identity cards to the volunteers deployed in this programme. Digital Dakiyas visit door to door and trained households specially women and elderly people about digitized transactions. The scheme aimed at urban as well as rural areas. Madhya Pradesh signs MoU with MakeMyTrip to promote homestays : The Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development Corporation has inked an MoU with online travel portal MakeMyTrip to promote its homestay scheme. The MP homestay scheme is for owners of apartments and www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 10



bungalows who can provide accommodation and meals to local and international tourists. A Public Relations Department official said, "82 people have registered themselves under the homestay scheme." Manipur Capital : Imphal Chief Minister : Okram Ibobi Singh Governor : Najma A. Heptulla 'Karang island' becomes first cashless island in India located in Manipur The Centre, under its Digital India programme, has announced Karang in Manipur as the country's first cashless island. The Karang island is located in the middle of Loktak lake, the largest freshwater lake in the North Eastern part of India. This comes after campaigns on cashless transactions were held by the island's boat association and other bodies from January 9-12. State : Manipur Meghalaya Capitals: Shillong Chief Minister: Mukul Sangma Governor : V. Shanmuganathan 'Mawlynnong' the cleanest village of Asia becomes role model for cleanliness In Meghalaya, Mawlynnong village has become a role model for other states in maintaining cleanliness. Termed as Asia’s cleanest village, Mawlynnong has become tourists' hotspot. The Secretary of the village committee said, all 90 families of the village constructed toilets in 1989. Under Swachh Bharat Mission, three public toilets have been constructed in the village. Over 500 tourists from across the country and abroad visit the village daily, which is located 80 kilometers away from capital Shillong. Odisha Capitals: Bhubaneswar Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik Governor : S.C. Jamir Talcher fertilizer plant to be revived & start production by Sept 2020 in Anugul district of Odisha The Talcher fertilizer plant in Anugul district of Odisha, which has been defunct since 2002, would be revived and start production by September 2020. Chief secretary A P Padhi after a joint review meeting by the state government and Union ministry of chemicals and fertilizers said, the Fertilizer Corporation of India Limited, Coal India Limited, GAIL India Limited and Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers have joined hand to revive the plant with an estimated investment of 8,700 crore rupees. He said, the plant will have annual production capacity of 1.2 million tonnes of fertilizer and generate employment opportunities for around 4,500 people. Punjab Capital: Chandigarh Chief Minister: Parkash Singh Badal Deputy Chief Minister : Sukhbir Singh Badal Lohri festival is celebrated in Punjab: Punjabi Festival of Lohri is being celebrated to mark the journey of sun into Makar Rashi. Lohri marks the coldest day in northern India. The earth is farthest away from the sun at this time and begins its journey towards the sun on Lohri. Bonfire Festival of Lohri marks the end of cold month of Paush and beginning of Magh or the arrival of spring. Rajasthan Capital : Jaipur Chief Minister: Vasundhara Raje Governor : Shri Kalyan Singh BSF launches operation ‘Sard Hawa’ at Rajasthan border: Border Security Force (BSF) launched operation ‘Sard Hawa’ at the western international border of Rajasthan, under which vigil will be beefed-up to check the instances of infiltration due to the dense fog in the area. The operation will continue till 28 January 2017. The purpose of the operation is to keep a hawk’s eye on the international border, where vigil has been beefed-up and officers have also been asked to be part of the operation to motivate jawans. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 11



Jaipur Literature festival begun: In Rajasthan, the five day Jaipur literature festival begun in Jaipur where a large number of literature lovers are being seen. Popular poet Gulzar, spiritual Guru Jaggi Vasudev and Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje inaugurated the festival. At the inauguration session, poet Gulzar requested the organizers to promote literature written in any local Indian language in festival every year. Jaipur International Film Festival begins i) The ninth edition of Jaipur International Film Festival (JIFF) began in Jaipur tonight in the presence of renowned film makers. ii) The ceremony opened with tributes to veteran actor Om Puri who died of a massive heart attack yesterday. iii) This year's Life Time Achievement Award was presented to internationally acclaimed cine-visionary Ramesh Prasad, hailed as creator of specialised post production facilities. Sikkim Capital : Gangtok Chief minister : Pawan Kumar Chamling Governor : Shriniwas Patil Sikkim became India’s first fully organic state in 2016 i) Sikkim as it became India's first fully organic state besides being adjudged the cleanest state, overall best in education and tourist destination while the famed Kanchenjunga National Park was inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List. ii) Around 75,000 hectares of agricultural land were gradually converted to certified organic land by implementing practices and principles as per guidelines laid down in National Programme for Organic Production. Telangana State : Telangana Capital : Hyderabad Chief minister : K. Chandrashekar Rao Governor : E. S. L. Narasimhan First Ever Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) Dance festival concludes in Hyderabad: Over 100 artists from about ten countries showcased their traditional and contemporary dance nuances, from the Asia-Pacific region during the festival. Countries including Maldives, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Philippines, Fiji, Indonesia, Azerbaijan, Malaysia and India are taking part in the first edition of the Festival. Union Information and Broadcasting Minister M Venkaiah Naidu inauguarated the Dance Festival at Shilpakala Vedika in Hyderabad. Union Labour Minister Bandaru Dattatreya, Prasar Bharati Chairman Dr A Surya Prakash, ABU Secretary General Dr Javad Mottaghi, Telangana, Tourism Minister Chandulal and senior officials from Prasar Bharati and Doordarshan attended the ceremony. 7th edition Hyderabad Literary Festival starts: The seventh edition of the Hyderabad Literary Festival began in the city. The three-day festival, organised by the Hyderabad Literary Trust and Telangana government, is scheduled to include talks, panel discussions, readings, workshops, exhibitions and book launches. The festival has chosen Tamil as its 'language in focus' and Philippines as its 'Guest Nation'. . Tripura Capital : Agartala Chief Minister : Manik Sarkar Governor : Tathagata Roy Over Rs. 1,300 cr got sanctioned from World Bank to Tripura for power infra The World Bank has sanctioned Rs. 1,376 crore for the complete upgradation and improvement of the power system network in Tripura, state Power Minister Manik Dey said on Thursday. The project has been divided into five phases and SPML Infra Ltd has bagged the contract for the first phase. The first phase would cost around Rs. 461 crore. 45th Statehood Day celebrated in Manipur, Tripura, and Meghalaya: www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday wished joy and prosperity for the people of Manipur, Tripura and Meghalaya on the occasion of their 45th Statehood Day. The three states attained statehood in 1972 under the North-Eastern Areas (Re-organisation) Act, 1971. While Meghalaya was a part of Assam before becoming a full-fledged state, Manipur and Tripura were Union Territories before 1972. Event : Statehood Day Date: 21st Jan (Every Year) State: Manipur, Tripura, and Meghalaya Golden jubilee year celebrated in All India Radio, Agartala : All India Radio, Agartala is celebrating golden jubilee year. The Governor of Tripura, Tathagata Roy inaugurated the golden jubilee function at Akashvani Agartala Complex this morning. The Facebook and Twitter Account of Regional News Unit of AIR Agartala was also inaugurated by the Governor. Addressing the gathering, on this occasion, Mr. Roy said that in the era of professionalism, the role of All India Radio has become challenging. Uttar Pradesh Capital : Lucknow Chief minister : Akhilesh Yadav Governor : Shri Ram Naik Allahabad: Magh Mela begins The month-long Magh Mela festival began at Sangam in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh. During the entire month of Magh, kalpwasis or pilgrims stay on the bank Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati in tents and take early morning bath and take part in other religious duties. Despite chilling cold, large number of people are continuously reaching Sangam to take holy dip on the occasion of Paush Purnima. According to Magh Mela administration, more than 12 lakh people took holy dip at Sangam and other ghats of Ganga till noon. Bathing is taking place in all seventeen Ghats. Kanpur cricket stadium to be named after British lady Madam Green : Kanpur's Green Park stadium, which is hosting the first T20I between India and England, is named after British lady Madam Green, who would ride horses there in the 1940s. The India-England T20I is the first-ever T20I being held at the ground, which hosted two matches of the IPL in 2016. Green Park stadium was the venue for India's 500th Test. Stadium : Green Park stadium Sports : Cricket Location : Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh Mauni Amawasya started in Allahabad : In Uttar Pradesh, the most auspicious bathing of Mauni Amawasya has begun at Sangam in Allahabad amid strict security arrangements. Magh mela administration said, devotees started taking holy dip at Sangam and 18 other ghats early this morning. Mauni Amawasya is considered most important bathing day during the magh month. West Bengal Capital-Kolkata Governor-Keshari Nath Tripathi Chief Minister-Mamata Banerjee Business summit Intaglio 2017 started at IIM Calcutta: IIM Calcutta will be conducting its international business summit Intaglio 2017 from January 6 to 8, 2017. The event has been themed 'India towards Epitome of Excellence' this year. Intaglio will see participants from over 500 Indian institutes competing in multiple business events pertaining to strategy, finance, marketing among others and witnessing speakers like Meera Sanyal and Harish Iyer. West Bengal govt replaces Ram with Rong in Bengali word for rainbow: The West Bengal government has replaced the traditional name for rainbow in Bengali 'Ramdhenu' (means Lord Ram’s bow) with 'Rongdhenu' (means bow of colours). Notably, Bangladesh had long replaced the word 'Ramdhenu' with 'Rongdhenu'. "There's no word in Bengali dictionary as 'Rongdhenu'. It's Ramdhenu. A correct word shouldn't be replaced with a wrong one in our textbooks," a linguist said. 28th Dantan Gramin Mela started in West Bengal President Pranab Mukherjee is due to inaugurate the 28th Dantan Gramin Mela in West Midnapore district in West Bengal in a few hours time. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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He is on a 4-day visit to West Bengal. The fair will display the rural handicraft skills of the people of the region. The different goods ranging from textile to terracotta will be on display. Kolkata's Eden Gardens to have names of Indian war heroes in stands : Kolkata's Eden Gardens will become the first Indian stadium to have stands named after war heroes, after Cricket Association of Bengal President Sourav Ganguly announced that two stands will be dedicated to soldiers. The Army, which owns the land on which the stadium is located, is yet to finalise the names, which will be unveiled before the next international match. Kolkata's Chinatown celebrates Chinese New Year The Chinese community celebrated the Chinese New Year in Chinatown, Kolkata. The celebrations of the Year of the Rooster included song and dance performances, including a dragon dance performance. The celebrations took place in the Tangra region, which is referred to as Chinatown and is the only such place in India.



Ministry Affairs Prime Minister NarendraModi announced that all senior citizens will get an assured interest of 8% for 10 years on fixed deposits up to Rs. 7.5 lakh. ii) The amount earned in interest can be withdrawn on monthly basis, Modi added. ii) In his New Year's eve address, Modi also launched two housing schemes, eased credit for farmers, among other benefits. Supreme Court sacks Anurag Thakur, Ajay Shirke from BCCI i) The Supreme Court has sacked BCCI president Anurag Thakur and secretary Ajay Shirke and asked all others, who were disqualified to hold posts under new court mandated norms, to step down. ii) The court also issued contempt notices to Thakur and Shirke.A board of administrators will be named soon to take charge of the BCCI. iii) SC has appointed Fali Nariman and senior SC lawyer Gopal Subramanium as Amicus Curiae to find out who would be the BCCI officials. 26 crore accounts open under Jan Dhan Yojana across country till date i) Over 26 crore accounts have been opened under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana across the country till date. ii) According to latest data released by Finance Ministry, 26 crore three lakh accounts have been opened under the scheme. iii) Of the total, nearly 16 crore accounts are in rural areas and more than 10 crore in urban. iv) Over 71 thousand 500 crore rupees have been deposited in these accounts and zero balance accounts has come down to nearly 24 per cent. v) Around 20 crore RuPay Debit cards have also been issued under the scheme. More than 44 lakh accounts were allowed overdraft facility as on 23rd of last month and nearly 24 lakh account-holders availed overdraft facility. Minority Affairs Ministry celebrates Swachchhata Pakhwada i) The Minority Affairs Ministry celebrated SwachchhataPakhwada beginning from 16th of last month. In coordination with New Delhi Municipal Corporation and Municipal Corporation's of Delhi, five teams led by a Joint Secretary or Dy Director General level officer undertook activities for cleanliness drive. ii) The different organization of the Ministry such as Central Waqf Board, National Minorities Development and Finance Corporation, NAWADCO, NCM, CLM also observed the Pakhwada in their respective offices and branches. Officials from the Ministry also visited the Delhi based organizations to interact with their officials on the occasion. Textile Ministry launches BunkarMitra-Handloom Helpline Centre i) Textile Minister SmritiIrani has launched a BunkarMitra-Handloom Helpline Centre where professional queries of weavers will be answered by the experts in the field. The toll free number is 1800-208-9988. ii) This helpline will function from 10.00 AM to 6 PM and weavers can call from anywhere in country. Initially it will provide information in 7 languages. These are Hindi, English, Telugu, Tamil, Kannada Bengali and Assamese. iii) MsIrani said that the helpline is a great mix of technology, youth and tradition. She asked the officials of Ministry to monitor issues on which maximum complaints are received, so that corrective actions can be taken accordingly. PM Modi attended Guru Gobind Singh 's 350th birth anniversary in Patna and Releases special commemorative postage stamp.
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Prime Narendra Modi attended 350th birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh and addressed people at Patna on the occasion exhorted people to adopt the path of Guru Govind Singh ji Maharaj and maintain high moral values , standards and social harmony in their lives. Prime Minister Modi also released special commemorative stamps on Prakash Parv. Bihar Governor Ram Nath Kovind, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Punjab Chief Minister Prakash Singh Badal, Union Minsters Ravi Shankar Prasad Ram Vilash Paswan and Harsimrat Kaur were present on this occassion. Japan to help Chennai, Ahmedabad , Varanasi on Smart City Project: Japanese Ambassador to India Kenji Hiramatsu said Japan has decided to be associated with the development of Chennai, Ahmedabad and Varanasi as smart cities in the country. This comes as a part of government's scheme to develop 100 cities as smart cities. The last list of 27 cities to be developed as smart cities was released in September. Govt imposes anti-dumping duty on Jute products of Bangladesh and Nepal : The Government imposed an anti-dumping duty ranging from 6.30 US dollars to 351.72 US dollars per tonne on imports of jute and its products from Bangladesh and Nepal. This anti-dumping duty has been imposed in order to protect the domestic industry. A revenue department notification said the duty has been imposed for five years. Ministry of Road Transport & Highways organises 28th Road Safety Week i) With the objective to sensitise people about road safety, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is organizing 28th edition of Road Safety Week from to 15th of this month. ii) Road Transport and Highway Minister NitinGadkari this morning flagged off the Road Safety Walk at India Gate in New Delhi. On the occasion, MrGadkari asked people to report about accident prone areas and appealed to remain vigilant. He advised people to be responsible and stay safe. Prime Minister to inaugurate country's 1st International Exchange being set up by Bombay Stock Exchange in Gandhinagar i) Prime Minister NarendraModi is on a two-day visit to Gujarat. He will inaugurate the 8th edition of 'Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors Summit 2017' along with series of other programs during this two days visit. ii) Prime Minister will inaugurate the four-day 'Vibrant Summit 2017 at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. Ahead of this Summit, Prime Minister will inaugurate four different projects after his arrival. iii) Prime Minister Modi will lay foundation stone for the redevelopment of Gandhinagar Railway Station. The project includes a face-lift of Gandhinagar railway station at a cost of 250 crore rupees. Prime Minister will also inaugurate 'Vibrant Gujarat Global Trade Show'. Manohar Parrikar inaugurates International Conference & Exhibition on Re-enforced Plastics Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said that collaborative efforts of Industries, academia and government are needed to drive innovations and development in composites sector for success of ‘Make In India’. He was speaking during inauguration of the three-day International Conference and Exhibition on Re-enforced Plastics (ICERP) at Bombay Exhibition center. ICERP organized by FRP Institute once in two years, is the 8th in the series being organized by FRP Institute since 2002. The three-day ICERP 2017 event will comprise of exhibition, conference programmes emphassing on mechanism, process and automation. Central govt employee's minimum monthly pension is increased to 9,000 per Person : The Government has increased the minimum monthly pension to nine thousand per person, besides a two-fold hike in ex-gratia amount for central government employees. Addressing the meeting of the Standing Committee of Voluntary Agencies in New Delhi yesterday, Minister of State in Prime Minister's Office, Dr Jitendra Singh said the ex-gratia amount for the employees has been increased from 10 -15 lakh to 25-35 lakh rupees. He said, there are about 50-55 lakh pensioners in the country and almost 88 per cent of their accounts have been seeded to Aadhaar. Cabinet Ministry: Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions India slips to 92nd rank on global talent competitiveness Index: India has slipped 3 places to 92nd rank on the global index of talent competitiveness that measures how countries grow, attract and retain talent, a list topped by Switzerland. India’s ranking is worst among the five BRICS countries. While China was ranked at the 54th place, Russian Federation was placed at 56th, followed by South Africa at 67th and Brazil 81st. Switzerland topped the overall index, followed by Singapore and the United Kingdom in second and third places respectively, in the list released by INSEAD Produced in partnership with The Adecco Group and the Human Capital Leadership Institute of Singapore (HCLI).Last year, India came in at 89th on the index. India ranks 60th in Inclusive Development Index www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 15



India has been ranked 60th among 79 developing economies, below China (15), Nepal (27) and Pakistan (52), in World Economic Forum's Inclusive Development Index. Lithuania topped the list of 79 developing countries followed by Azerbaijan and Hungary. IDI is based on 12 performance indicators having three pillars – Growth and Development, Inclusion and Intergenerational Equity, and Sustainability. Two 'non-performing' IPS officers given premature retirement by Govt : The Centre has ordered premature retirement of two 'non-performing' IPS officers – Raj Kumar Dewangan of Chhattisgarh cadre and Mayank Sheel Chauhan of AGMUT cadre. While Dewangan is a 1992 batch officer, Chauhan belongs to the 1998 batch. The order was issued following a performance review which found that their 'services were no longer useful for general administration', officials said. Global passport-strength list India ranks 78th position : Survey The Indian passport has ranked 78th in a list of the world's strongest passports, as it offers visa-free or visa on arrival facilities to 46 countries, according to financial advisory firm Arton Capital. Afghanistan's passport has been rated the weakest, with a rank of 95, while Pakistan's passport has been placed second lowest, occupying the 94th position. 'INS Vikramaditya' India's largest warship to get its 1st ATM: India's largest warship INS Vikramaditya is going to get an ATM onboard tomorrow, making it the 2nd Indian warship to have an ATM. The ATM will belong to India's largest lender State Bank of India (SBI). Further, it will be operated through a satellite link and the services will begin from Saturday evening. Stamp cover on Indian Olympic performers Sindhu, Sakshi and Dipa released by India Post releases The Indian postal department released a special stamp cover featuring Olympic medalists PV Sindhu and Sakshi Malik, and gymnast Dipa Karmakar, in Agartala on Saturday. The special cover is titled "Golden girls of India Pride of Nation". One of the images on the cover also features Dipa's coach Bishweshwar Nandi, who was awarded the Dronacharya award.



MoU & Agreement Cabinet approves pact with Kenya on agriculture i) The Union Cabinet has approved signing of MoU between India and Kenya on bilateral cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied sectors. ii) The MoU covers various activities in these fields which include agricultural research, animal husbandry and dairy, livestock etc. iii) The MoU provides for constitution of a Joint Working Group comprising of representatives from both countries. Cabinet approves ratifying agreement between India, Uruguay regarding cooperation in Customs Matters i) Cabinet has approved signing and ratifying an agreement between India and Uruguay regarding cooperation and mutual assistance in Customs Matters. ii) An official release said, the Agreement will help in the availability of relevant information for the prevention and investigation of customs offences. iii) The Agreement would provide a legal framework for sharing of information and intelligence between the Customs authorities of the two countries. iv) The agreement is also expected to facilitate trade and ensure efficient clearance of goods traded between the countries. Cabinet oks MoU with Portugal in agriculture and allied sectors i) The Union Cabinet gave its approval for signing of an agreement for cooperation between India and Portugal in the fields of agriculture and allied sectors. ii) The agreement covers various activities in these fields which include exchange of scientific and technical information, trade in plants and plant products, exchange of information in phytosanitary issues, training programmes, seminars and visits of experts and consultants. iii) The Union Cabinet was chaired by Prime Minister NarendraModi, an official announcement here said. India’s Petronet Signs MoU to Set Up $950 Mn LNG Project in Bangladesh i) India’s largest LNG importer Petronet has signed a MoU with Petrobangla to set up $950 million liquefied natural gas import project of 7.5 million tons a year in Bangladesh. ii) Petronet LNG CEO and Managing Director Prabhat Singh and Petrobangla secretary Syed Ashfaquzzaman have signed this agreement. It also includes 26 Km pipeline to connect the LNG project to the consumption markets. India – Portugal sign 7 key agreements www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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i) India and Portugal sign 7 key agreements in areas including defence, agriculture, renewable energy and information technology; PM Modi thanks Portugal for supporting India's bid for NSG and Missile Technology Control Regime. ii) The MoUs were signed after bilateral meeting between Prime Minister NarendraModi and his Portuguese counterpart Antonio Costa in New Delhi. iii) In the joint statement both exhorted the international community to effectively implement the measures enumerated by the 1267 UN Sanctions Committee which has been dealing with designating MassodAzhar as a terroist. 1st strategic dialogue takes place between India and UAE Ahead of the visit of the UAE crown prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan , who will be the Chief Guest at the Republic Day function this year, India UAE is scheduled to hold their first strategic dialogue in New Delhi. According to sources, the meeting will be presided over by minister of state for external affairs MJ Akbar, and Anwar Mohammed Gargash, minister of state for foreign affairs of the UAE. Ever since the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to UAE in August 2015 , the first by any Indian premier in 34 years, the two countries have been working on strengthening their bilateral relationship. Country: UAE Capital: Abu Dhabi Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham President: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Crown prince: Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (Chief Guest of 2017 Republic Day) MoUs signed by Central Water Commission with IIT, IIS : Central Water Commission has joined hands with IIT Madras and IIS Bengaluru to help them procure specified equipment and software for enhancing their capability to support its dam rehabilitation efforts. Water Resources Ministry has taken on board premier academic and research institutes for capacity building in the areas of dam safety through World Bank-assisted Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP). Under DRIP, assistance is being provided to seven states for rehabilitation of 250 dams, which are experiencing different levels of distress.



Mobile Application Mobile app for Indian Merchant Navy officers launched i) The Maritime Union of India (MUI), country’s oldest union representing Indian Merchant Navy Officers since 1939, has launched android based mobile app named MUI. ii) The app was launched in the presence of MPs KiritSomaiya (Mumbai North-East constituency) and Gajendra Singh Shekhawat (Jodhpur) recently, said a senior member of the Union. iii) The app is aimed at connecting the maritime fraternity across the country to facilitate and enable Indian merchant navy officers to share comments, knowledge and other things related to their profession. Govt launches UDAY web portal & app for transparency i) The Government of India launched Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) web portal and mobile app in a bid to track and monitor the progress of DISCOMs on operational and financial parameters. ii) Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Power, Coal & New and Renewable Energy and Mines, PiyushGoyal launched the web portal and a Mobile App for one of India’s most talked about scheme—-or the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) for operational and financial turnaround of state power distribution companies. iii) The Application will provide all details on the scheme including the number of states joining the scheme as also the progress achieved by each state under various parameters listed under the scheme—-including AT&C losses, cost of electricity, bonds issued and others. Ludhiana district administration develops mobile app for Election Commission of India i) For the benefit of voters, candidates, election staff as well as the Election Commission of India (ECI), the district administration of Ludhiana has developed a mobile application named "ECI360". ii) Developed by Harpreet Singh Chandokefrom a company named "01 Synergy" on behalf of the district administration and a brainchild of deputy commissioner Ravi Bhagat, this mobile app would prove beneficial for all the stakeholders of upcoming assembly elections. iii) Besides, a web-based application to be used by ECI, CEO, DEO and RO named "RoNET" has been developed that would specifically to enable them to know what exactly they are required to do and when; without burdening them with an additional reporting forum. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 17



Mobile app launched to help locate public toilets in Mumbai A mobile application 'Mumbai Toilet Locator' has been launched by Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) to help people find public toilets. Currently available for Android users, the application will provide the location of 800 toilets across the city. "The application will help commuters, especially those on highways, where the only option is to go to nearby restaurants," said an official. App named ‘SEZ India’ launched by Commerce Ministry: The Commerce Ministry has launched a mobile app ‘SEZ India’ which provides detailed information related to special economic zones. The app was launched under the ministry’s e-Governance initiatives. The app and would help the SEZ units and developers to find information easily and track their transactions on SEZ Online System. Developers and units can now file all their transactions digitally through this system and track the status. Union HRD Minister launches 'ShaGun' web portal for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan For continuous monitoring of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Union HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar on Wednesday launched a dedicated web portal 'ShaGun', which has been prepared in collaboration with the World Bank. The portal will assess the performance of states and union territories on key parameters. It would also contain a repository of positive stories in the field of education. Ministry : Ministry of Human Resource Development Head : Prakash Javadekar Constituency : Madhya Pradesh 'UberEAT' a new food delivery app to be launched by Uber in India : Uber on Monday announced that it will soon be launching its standalone food delivery app UberEATs in India. Uber will partner with local restaurants to list their menu on the app and will have registered couriers to deliver the food. Uber first tested its food delivery service in 2014 in Los Angeles, and currently runs it in 58 cities worldwide. Company : Uber CEO: Travis Kalanick Headquarters: San Francisco, California, United States New mobile app to map locations of patrolling teams launched by Pune cops The Pune Police has started using a mobile application to map the real-time locations of patrolling teams from police stations on an experimental basis. The app, called Beat Marshall Monitoring Mobile App, will be installed on cell phones of patrolling cops. The app would make the dispatch of patrolling parties easier in times of emergency. State: Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai Chief Minister : Devendra Fadnavis Governor : C Vidyasagar Rao Remember Ambedkar & install BHIM app in your phone: PM Modi Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday said, "Remember Dr BR Ambedkar and download BHIM app in your phone, let everyone make it a habit and you'll contribute to the nation in a great way." Modi had launched the mobile payments application BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money), compatible with all Android phones, in honour of Dr BR Ambedkar.



Foreign VIP’s Visit to India Suriname Vice President Ashwin Adhin arrives in New Delhi on 9-day visit i) Vice President of Suriname, Ashwin Adhin, arrived in New Delhi on Friday on a nine-day visit. ii) During his visit Adhin will attend the inaugural session of the PravasiBhartiya Divas (PBD) in Bengaluru and will also attend various events on Sunday and Monday. iii) He will also meet a number of union ministers during his stay in India. Prime Minister of Portugal Antonio Costa arrives in Goa on 2 day state visit The Prime Minister of Portugal Antonio Costa has arrived in Goa on a two day state visit yesterday. He is accompanied by Portuguese delegation comprising of 21 members. Costa who traces his roots to Goa, will attend various programmes in his two day stay in Goa. In one of the programmes, he would be presented the English translation of the book originally authored by his father Orlando Costa. Nepal Foreign Minister Prakash Sharan arrives New Delhi: www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 18



Foreign Minister of Nepal Prakash Sharan Mahat is arriving in New Delhi on a three day visit to India. He will participate in the 2nd edition of the Raisina Dialogue which begins tomorrow. The visiting dignitary will also meet Minister of State for External Affairs V K Singh tomorrow. The External Affairs Ministry is organising the 2nd Edition of Raisina Dialogue which will deliberate on strategic issues including new challenges and cyber security. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate and address the opening session of the Dialogue, which is India's flagship geo-political conference to be held annually.



Schemes and Programs PM Modi announces PravasiKaushalVikasYojana at PBD Convention i) Prime Minister NarendraModi says that Government will shortly launch a skill development program PravasiKaushalVikasYojana - targeted at Indian youth seeking overseas employment. ii) At PravasiBhartiya Divas convention Prime Minister NarendraModi has urged the overseas Indian community to convert their PIO (Persons of Indian Origin) cards to OCI (Overseas Citizens of India) cards. iii) Chief Guest of the event Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa stressed the role of the Indian community’s contribution in Portugal. Mr Costa said, he is proud that he is a person of Indian origin. Stressing his country’s geographic advantage, he said, Portugal wants to attract foreign direct investment. Rail Minister Suresh Prabhu to launch non-fare revenue policy i) Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu will launch the non-fare revenue policy, a first in Railways, offering various schemes for revenue yielding activities of about 2,000 crore rupees. ii) Quoting a senior Railway official, news agency PTI said, these schemes include train branding, advertising spaces in trains, level crossings and areas along tracks. It said, Railway ministry is also planning to set up about 2400 ATMs at platforms of major stations across the country. iii) According to the official, currently railway earns less than 5 per cent of its total revenue through non-tariff sources and its aim is to raise it substantially through concrete offers. New scheme got approval from cabinet for promotion of Rural Housing in country : Cabinet approved a new scheme for promotion of Rural Housing in the country. The Government will provide interest subsidy under the scheme. Interest subsidy will be available to every rural household who is not covered under the Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojana (Grameen), PMAY(G). The scheme will enable people in rural areas to construct new houses or add to their existing pucca houses to improve their dwelling units. The beneficiary who takes a loan under the scheme would be provided interest subsidy for loan amount upto 2 Lakhs rupees. National Housing Bank would implement the scheme. Scheme : Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojana (Grameen), PMAY(G). Objective : A rural housing scheme of Narendra Modi Govt for construction of 1 Lakh homes by 2019.



Bills and Amendments TN Assembly unanimously passed Jallikattu Bill : The ruling AIADMK party in Tamil Nadu on Monday announced that a bill to replace the ordinance lifting the Supreme Court-ordered ban on the traditional bull-taming sport, Jallikattu, was passed in the state assembly unanimously. The Jallikattu Bill, which was tabled in the House by Chief Minister O Panneerselvam, aims to permanently protect the bull-taming festival from legal challenges. State : Tamil Nadu Capital: Chennai Chief minister: O. Panneerselvam Governor : C.Vidyasagar Rao(additional charge) INTERNATIONAL: Bill Gates invests $140 mn to make a device to prevent HIV i) The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has announced an investment of $140 million in Intarcia Therapeutics, a US pharma company developing a device that could help prevent HIV infections. ii) The company makes matchstick-size devices that are implanted under a person's skin to continuously release preventive drugs. One device can hold up to a year's supply of medicine. Indo-Bangladesh border to get laser walls, smart sensors www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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i) In order to check infiltration and terrorism, the Border Security Force (BSF) will be installing laser walls and smart sensors along the Indo-Bangladesh border in West Bengal. ii) The satellite-monitored smart sensors will have night and fog operability tools and will blip and alert the border guards. The laser walls are set to become operational from next year. World's highest bridge opens in China i) The world's highest bridge has opened to traffic in China, connecting two provinces in the mountainous southwest and reducing travel times by as much as three-quarters. ii) The Beipanjiang Bridge soars 565 metres (1,854 feet) above a river and connects the two mountainous provinces of Yunnan and Guizhou. India, Sri Lanka agree to set SOPs to solve fishermen issues i) India and Sri Lanka agreed to a set of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to expedite the release and handing over fishermen in each other’s custody on completion of respective legal and procedural formalities. ii) The SOPS was agreed at the ministerial level talks held on fishermen issues yesterday in Colombo. Indian Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Radha Mohan Singh met with Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development Minister MahindaAmaraweera. India 3rd among nations offering highest salaries to expats i) India has ranked third among the countries offering the highest average annual salary to expatriates, according to HSBC Holdings data. ii) Notably, Switzerland offers an average salary of $188,275 a year to expats, the highest in the world and almost twice the global average. iii) Further, the best employment packages, including health benefits, are found in Middle East countries like Bahrain. H1-B visa reform Bill reintroduced in U.S. Congress A Bill backing key changes in the H1-B visa programme that allows skilled workers from other countries to fill jobs in the U.S. has been reintroduced in Congress by two lawmakers who claim that it will help crack down on its abuse. The Bill, among other things, increases the minimum salary of H-1B visa to $100,000 per annum and eliminates the Master’s degree exemption. The legislation, they argued, will help crack down on abuse and ensure that these jobs remain available for the best and brightest talent from around the world. 'Eden Project' the largest indoor rainforest is located in UK : The 'Eden Project', believed to be the largest indoor rainforest, is located in Cornwall, UK. The greenhouse is built into a giant crater and houses thousands of plant varieties. It consists of eight domes that cover about 5.5 acres. The domes are paneled with plastic bubbles that adapt to the changing topography. 'Shangri-la of the World' the longest bullet train launched by China: China on Thursday launched its longest bullet train 'Shangri-la of the World' from Kunming, in Yunnan Province, to Beijing. This has expanded China's high-speed train network to about 20,000 kilometres. It takes nearly 13 hours for the train to cover a distance of 2,760 kilometres. A ticket for a second-class seat on the train costs 1,147 yuan (Rs.11,330). Norway to become first country to switch off FM radio i) Norway is set to become the first country in the world to switch off its FM radio network. In this regard, Scandinavian country’s parliament has approved a proposal to shift to Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB). ii) The shutdown of FM (frequency modulation) radio will begin on January 11, 2017 from the northern city of Bodoe. Norwegian government claims that Radio digitization will help to save money and allow national radio stations to invest more in radio content. Iii) It will also open the door to a far greater range of radio channels, benefiting listeners across the country. Nana Akufo-Addo sworn in as president of Ghana i) Nana Akufo-Addo has been sworn in as Ghana's new president after beating John Mahama in last month's election. ii) Heads of state from across Africa and thousands of guests and dignitaries watched him take the oath of office at a ceremony in the capital, Accra. iii) MrAkufo-Addo, a 72-year-old former human rights lawyer, promised free high school education and more factories. Donald Trump names Dan Coats as new national intelligence director i) The Indiana ex-senator formerly served on the Senate Intelligence Committee. US President-elect said, Coats would provide unwavering leadership and spearhead his administration's ceaseless vigilance against those who seek to do them harm. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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ii) The appointment comes a day after an intelligence report accused Russia's President of ordering a campaign aimed at helping Trump to victory. Coats will need the Senate to confirm his appointment, replacing James Clapper. Qantas named world's safest airline 4th year running i) Australia's flag carrier Qantas Airways Ltd's fatality free record in the jet age means it is the world's safest airline, for the fourth year running. ii) Ratings website AirlineRatings.com announced the carrier atop its Top 20 list, ahead of Cathy Pacific, Middle-eastern giant Etihad Airways, Singapore Airlines and local rival Virgin Australia. iii) Qantas was the leader in the Future Air Navigation System, the Flight Data Recorder, which was developed by Australia's chief scientific body the CSIRO, to monitor plane and crew performance, as well as advances in automatic landings and precision approaches in mountainous regions. Italy to reopen its embassy in Tripoli today i) Italy will reopen its embassy in Tripoli today, which was closed in 2015 along with all other Western embassies due to violence. Announcing the re-opening, Italy's foreign ministry said, the reopening of the embassy shows confidence in the process of stabilising the country. ii) Earlier, Interior Minister Marco Minniti held talks with Libyan officials on cooperation in the fight against illegal immigration and terrorism. Libya's Foreign Minister MohamadTaherSiala said, Libya have agreed to build new relations of cooperation on the basis of the friendship treaty signed in 2008. Trump drops announcer who presented last 11 presidents Breaking a 60-year-old tradition followed by 11 US Presidents, President-elect Donald Trump has dropped legendary announcer Charlie Brotman who has been the 'Voice of the Inauguration Day parade'. Trump will be presented by freelance announcer Steve Ray instead. Brotman, who said he was "heartbroken" and "destroyed" by the decision, will now be the 'Announcer Chairman Emeritus'. Europe's first underwater museum opens in Lanzarote The Museo Atlántico, which is known to be the first underwater museum in Europe, was inaugurated off the coast of Lanzarote, Spain. The exhibit features 12 installations and over 300 life-size human figures. Designed by British sculptor Jason deCaires Taylor, the art installation aims to promote environmental awareness and social change. Russia may ban cigarette sale to those born after 2015 Russia's Health Ministry has unveiled a proposal to ban the sale of cigarettes to anyone born after 2015, according to reports. If the proposal becomes a law, it would make Russia world's first country to completely phase out tobacco. The proposal, if approved, will take effect in 2033 when the affected Russian citizens (now babies) turn 18 years old. Country: Russia Capital: Moscow Currency: Russian ruble President: Vladimir Putin Mexico sets record for largest carpet of flowers Mexico set the Guinness World Record for the largest carpet of flowers, measuring 14,200 square metres, last month. The display, in the gardens of Jardines de México, included about 1,26,000 flowers. The exhibit was created with the objective of promoting a flower variety known as Poinsettias, and to promote its commercialisation across the world. Country: Mexico Capital: Mexico City Currency: Mexican peso President: Enrique Pena Nieto Norway becomes first country to cease FM radio broadcasting Norway has become the first country to cease FM radio broadcasting. The northern county of Nordland has stopped broadcasting using analogue frequencies yesterday as the Government plans to roll out digital-only radio over the course of the year. According to the national broadcaster, NRK, nationwide radio channels began switching to digital audio broadcasting that offers a wider range of broadcasting options and greater sound quality. Country: Norway Capital: Oslo Currency: Norwegian krone Prime Minister: Erna Solberg Obama declares January 16 as Religious Freedom Day: www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 21



US President Barack Obama has declared January 16 as Religious Freedom Day in accordance with a yearly tradition. Urging his countrymen to stand against religious intolerance, Obama said, "religious freedom is a principle based not on shared ancestry, culture, ethnicity, or faith but on a shared commitment to liberty." He further said that America's strength comes from its diversity. China gives two ships to Pakistan for protecting CPEC port: China handed over two maritime patrol vessels to Pakistan's navy on Saturday for ensuring the security of sea routes and Gwadar port under the $46-billion (over Rs.3.1 lakh crore) China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project. Earlier, Pakistan created a special force of 4,000 policemen to protect Chinese nationals working on projects. Reportedly, China will give two more naval ships to Pakistan. Palestinian embassy opens in Vatican City: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas met Pope Francis on Saturday to inaugurate Palestine's embassy in Vatican City and called it a "place of pride". Reportedly, Palestinians oppose having an embassy at the Vatican as they believe it will undercut Muslims' claims to Jerusalem and end hopes of negotiating the Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement. Notably, the Vatican had recognised Palestine in 2015. India growth forecast reduced from 7.6% to 6.6% on note ban : IMF The International Monetary Fund on Monday cut India’s growth forecast for the current fiscal to 6.6% from its previous estimate of 7.6%. The cut is a consequence of the currency crunch following the demonetisation decision, said the IMF. The cut in India’s growth rates comes days after the World Bank decelerated India’s GDP growth for 2016-17 to 7% from 7.6%. New president to be elected today for european parliament : The European Parliament will elect a new president today in a vote that promises to be stormy after a coalition aimed at keeping eurosceptics out of power broke down. The winner will replace Germany's Martin Schulz, who during five years in office made the role far more powerful and prominent than it had ever been before. The new president will lead the EU's only elected body, which will have the final say on a Brexit deal expected in two years time. $500 million got transfered to Green Climate Fund by US President Obama Outgoing US President Barack Obama on Tuesday transferred a second $500 million (around Rs.3,400 crore) installment to the Green Climate Fund just three days before he is set to leave the White House. The transfer is part of $3 billion (around Rs.20,400 crore) pledged by Obama in 2014. US President-elect Trump has promised to cancel future payments to the fund. Country : United States of America Capital : Washington, D.C. Currency : US Dollar President : Barack Obama President elect: Donald Trump Venezuela authorises new currency notes, coins Venezuela's President Nicolás Maduro on Monday authorised new banknotes ranging from 500 to 20,000 bolivars to deal with the soaring inflation in the country. He also extended the deadline for exchanging 100 bolivar notes, formerly the highest denomination in the country, for the third time until February 20. Notably, inflation in Venezuela is expected to reach 1,600% this year. Country : Venezuela Capital: Caracas Currency: Venezuelan bolívar President: Nicolás Maduro Donald Trump today sworn in as 45th President of United States of America Donald Trump will be sworn-in as 45th President of the United States today He will assume office just ten weeks after stunning America and the world by winning the US Presidential election. Chief Justice of Supreme Court John Roberts will administer him the oath of office using a Trump family bible and one known as the Lincoln Bible. Mr Trump will replace Barack Obama in the White House. Country: United States of America (USA) Capital: Washington, D.C. Currency: United States dollar President: Barack Obama President elect: Donald Trump Gambia's new President Adama Barrow's resolution got backed by UN Security Council www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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United Nation's Security Council has unanimously approved a resolution expressing full support to Gambia's new President Adama Barrow and calling on ex-leader Yahya Jammeh to step down. The UN resolution also condemned Yahya Jammeh's attempts to usurp power. A last-minute revision to the resolution after Barrow took the oath of office yesterday backed efforts by the Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) to ensure that Barrow's election victory is respected. The deputy ambassadors of Russia and Britain said that Barrow is now president and he can ask ECOWAS for military action to oust Jammeh. Country: Gambia Capital: Banjul Currency: Gambian dalasi President: Adama Barrow First executive order signed by Trump on 'Obamacare': US President Donald Trump on Friday signed his first executive order, directing government agencies to scale back Obamacare. During his campaigns, Trump had promised to dismantle the health care law, which required Americans to have health insurance or pay a tax penalty. Notably, the Senate last week voted to draft a legislation repealing Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act or Obamacare. Country : United States of America (USA) Capital: Washington D.C Currency: US Dollar President: Donald Trump Passports at Aus airports to be replaced with biometric facial recognition : Australia has announced to replace passports with biometric recognition of passengers' faces, irises or fingerprints as the means of identification at its international airports. The intention was that international passengers could "literally just walk out like at a domestic airport", an official said. Notably, the government aims at automating 90% of air traveller processing by 2020. Country: Australia Capital : Canberra Currency: Australian dollar Prime minister: Malcolm Turnbull Dubai international airport remains as the busiest airport in the world : Dubai International Airport remained the world's busiest airport for international passengers in 2016, with annual traffic rising 7.2% to 8.36 crore passengers during the year. The airport attributed the passenger growth to the addition of 11 new destinations by local airlines in the year. Dubai overtook London's Heathrow in 2014 to become the world's busiest airport for international traffic. Country : United Arab Emirates Capital: Abu Dhabi Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham President: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan After 17 years Microsoft reinstates the role of CTO : American technology major Microsoft has reinstated the role of Chief Technology Officer for the first time in 17 years and appointed LinkedIn's Senior Vice President of Infrastructure, Kevin Scott, to the position. Scott will remain a part of LinkedIn’s team in his new role, while reporting directly to CEO Satya Nadella. Prior to LinkedIn, Scott had worked at Google Company : Microsoft Headquarters: Redmond, Washington, United States CEO : Satya Nadella Insurance coverage offered for worker from Nepal to India by Nepal Govt : Nepal government has announced a plan to provide insurance cover to Nepalese workers going to India and double the insurance cover for those going to other work destinations. Unveiling the scheme in Kathmandu yesterday, Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal said the plan is aimed at providing better social security to migrant workers, more importantly to the families of those killed and injured in their work destinations. The decision will benefit around 5 million Nepalese working in more than 110 work destinations recognised by the government. Country : Nepal Capital : Kathmandu Currency: Nepalese rupee Prime minister: Pushpa Kamal Dahal www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 23



President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari World's longest moving line of bicycles sets Guinness record An incredible 1,186 cyclists have set the Guinness World Record for the longest line of moving bicycles after travelling together in a single file line down a highway in Bangladesh Country : Bangladesh Capital : Dhaka Currency : Bangladeshi taka Prime minister: Sheikh Hasina President: Abdul Hamid Visitors of 7 Muslim-majority nations got ban for 90-day by Trump : US President Donald Trump today signed an executive order banning visitors from Syria and six other Muslimmajority countries for three months. He put a four-month hold on allowing refugees into the US and said persecuted Christians would be prioritised over other refugees. "I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out... Don't want them here," he said. Country : United States of America Capital: Washington, D.C. Currency: United States Dollar President: Donald Trump Annual meeting of SAARC members to be held in Nepal Members of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) will meet this week on Wednesday and Thursday at Kathmandu. During the annual meeting of Programming Committee a number of issues including budget of SAARC secretariat and its 5 regional centres and regular activities of the Associtation will be discussed. Organisation : South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Headquarters : Kathmandu Word 'Islamic' is removed from country's name by New Gambia Prez : The Gambia's new President, Adama Barrow, has removed 'Islamic' from the official name of the country pledging more reforms in the West African nation, according to reports. The word 'Islamic' was added by former Gambian President Yahya Jammeh in 2015, making it the Islamic Republic of The Gambia. Notably, Muslims constitute 90% of the total Gambian population. Country : Gambia Capital : Banjul President: Adama Barrow Currency: Gambian dalasi Bill on H-1B Visa reform got introduced in US House of Representatives A legislation has been introduced in the US House of Representatives which, among other things, calls for more than doubling the minimum salary of H-1B visa holders to 130,000 dollars. The current H-1B minimum wage is 60,000 dollars. This will make it more difficult for firms to use the program to replace American employees with foreign workers, including from India. Country : United States of America (USA) Capital : Washington, D.C. President: Donald Trump Currency: United States Dollar Japan to help Chennai, Ahmedabad , Varanasi on Smart City Project: Japanese Ambassador to India Kenji Hiramatsu said Japan has decided to be associated with the development of Chennai, Ahmedabad and Varanasi as smart cities in the country. This comes as a part of government's scheme to develop 100 cities as smart cities. The last list of 27 cities to be developed as smart cities was released in September.



BANKING NEWS: RBI in NEWS RBI extends period of enhanced Prepaid Payment Instruments limit i) Reserve Bank today extended the period of enhanced Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPI) limit of Rs 20,000 as part of efforts to promote digital payments.
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ii) RBI said in a notification today that keeping in view that Bank is undertaking a comprehensive review of the guidelines and framework for PPI issuance in the country, it has been decided to extend the measures till the completion of review of the PPI guidelines. RBI asks banks to supply 40% currency to rural areas i) RBI has asked banks to supply at least 40 per cent of currency to rural areas, after observing that bank notes, being supplied to rural areas, at present, are not in proportion with the requirements of rural population. ii) In a notification today, the apex bank advised banks to increase supply of fresh notes and asked currency chests to issue lower denomination notes in villages and rural centers. The RBI also advised banks to adopt a need based approach. RBI Reported that Net profit of listed private sector companies recorded 16% growth in 2nd quarter of fiscal: The Reserve Bank of India has said that net profit of listed private sector companies recorded a robust growth of 16 per cent in the second quarter of the fiscal compared to 11.2 per cent in the previous quarter. Among the sectors, manufacturing continued to record high net profit growth, whereas services (Non-IT) sector continued to witness contraction in net profits but at a much lower rate. The Central Bank said, that aggregate sales growth (Year-on-Year) of the listed non-government nonfinancial (NGNF) companies grew by 1.9 per cent in Quarter two of 2016-17, after near stagnation in Quarter 1. EC asks RBI to raise withdrawal limit for candidates to Rs2L The Election Commission on Wednesday asked the Reserve Bank of India to raise the weekly cash withdrawal limit from Rs24,000 to Rs2 lakh for election candidates in the poll-bound states. The RBI had raised the ATM withdrawal limit from Rs4,500 to Rs10,000 earlier and also doubled the weekly withdrawal limit for current accounts to Rs1 lakh from Rs50,000. Other Banking NEWS Govt permits 12 PSU banks to raise Rs 3,000 cr from market i) In a bid to strengthen capital base of public sector banks (PSBs), the government has allowed 12 lenders to raise nearly Rs 3,000 crore via preferential shares over and above the Rs 22,915 crore capital support committed to them in July last year. ii) Budgetary provision of Rs 25,000 crore has been made for 2016-17 and the government has already allocated Rs 22,915 crore to 13 PSBs on July 19, 2016 of which 75 per cent has been allocated in first tranche while remaining amount will be released on assessment of performance of PSBs, the Department of Finance in its year-end review for 2016. IDBI Slashes Lending Rates i) IDBI Bank has taken the lead in slashing interest rates by announcing a 40 basis points (bps) cut. ii) Borrowers seeking three-year loans will be charged 9.30%, down 40 bps; while sixmonth loans have been pegged at 8.90%, down 35 bps. iii) The bank will charge 9.15% on one-year loans against 9.30% now iv) State Bank of Travancore, a subsidiary of SBI, too slashed benchmark lending rate by up to 0.3%. BoB launches agriculture investment credit scheme in Rajasthan i) State-run Bank of Baroda has launched an agricultural investment credit for the farmers of Rajasthan. ii) Under the scheme, farmers can avail of loan from the banks branches for construction of farm ponds, installation of solar pumps, installation of micro irrigation, and for any other viable agriculture and allied activities. iii) Initially, the scheme will be implemented in the districts of Sri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and Bikaner and will be gradually extended to all the districts of Rajasthan. Banks cut base rates; home, corporate loans to be cheaper Housing, auto and corporate loans are all set to become cheaper with half a dozen PSU and private banks today steeply reducing benchmark lending rate by up to 1.48 per cent after spurt in deposits following demonetisation. Taking a cue from State Bank of India, other lenders including largest private sector lender ICICI Bank and state-owned Oriental Bank of Commerce and Andhra Bank announced cut in marginal cost of funds based www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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lending rate (MCLR). SBI along with PNB and Union Bank of India, yesterday reduced the lending rate by a good 0.9 per cent after Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his new year eve address. Bank of India to reduce its interest rates i) The bank earlier reduced its minimum lending rates or marginal cost of funds based lending rates (MCLR) by up to 90 basis points, effective January 7. ii) The rate on home loans has been lowered to 8.65 per cent for women borrowers, while for others the rate has been set at 8.70 per cent. The bank has reduced the interest rates for vehicle loans to 9.35 per cent. iii) For loan against property, the new rates are set in the range of 10.50-11 per cent. The rates for women borrowers will be 0.5 per cent lower than the others. SBI waives MDR charges for small merchants for one year i) Country's largest lender SBI has waived Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on debit card transactions for all small merchants with annual turnover of up to Rs 20 lakh for one year. ii) SBI further said the move is targeted primarily towards a segment of population and small merchants, who have not yet experienced the convenience of Card Payments. Axis Bank becomes third lender to offer block chain service i) Private sector Axis bank has become the third lender in the country to announce usage of block chain solutions for its operations, after its peers ICICI Bank and Yes Bank. ii) The Shikha Sharma-led bank, the third largest private sector lender, will be using the upcoming technology for cross-border remittances. Banks admit depositing Rs.1 to reduce zero-balance Jan Dhans Public sectors banks Bank of Baroda and Bank of India (BOI) have admitted asking staff to deposit Rs.1 in Jan Dhan accounts to reduce the number of zero-balance accounts, according to an Indian Express report. Out of 23.4 crore accounts opened across 27 banks till September 13, 2016, 1.2 crore accounts showed Rs.1 as the only transaction, the report added. Sensex to hit 30,500 by year-end due to govt reforms: HSBC Financial services major HSBC has set a benchmark BSE Sensex target at 30,500 for December, 2017 saying that structural reforms like demonetisation and GST will push growth in the long run. "[I]f we move towards transparency and know where the money is coming from and also have GST, we would have much less incentive to...not contribute to development," HSBC said. Bank : HSBC Headquarters: London, United Kingdom CEO: António Pedro dos Santos Simoes Airtel launches its payments bank across India Bharti Airtel on Thursday launched its pan India payments bank, which is India's first payments bank. Airtel Payments Bank will operate across 29 states with a network of 2.5 lakh banking points through Airtel retail stores. A customer’s Airtel mobile number will be payments bank account number and the company will offer a 7.25% interest rate on savings accounts deposits. CEO & Managing Director :Shashi Arora Greenpeace accused HSBC bank for funding Indonesian forest destruction : Greenpeace today accused banking giant HSBC of helping to arrange billions of dollars in financing for companies whose palm oil operations have been blamed for destroying vast swathes of Indonesian rainforest. The environmental group said the British bank had broken its own guidelines which ban supporting palm oil companies involved in unsustainable practices as it was part of syndicates that had arranged USD 16.3 billion of loans since 2012. The activists said in a new report, that the bank was also involved in arranging nearly USD 2 billion of corporate bonds. HDFC cuts lending rate by 0.15 per cent for existing customers Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd has reduced its retail prime lending rate (RPLR) by 0.15 per cent with effect from today, HDFC Ltd said in a statement. The reduction in RPLR will also be applicable on loans to NonResident Indians (NRIs)/PIO’s card holders, it said. It had already reduced the lending rate for new borrowers earlier this month. Interest rate on loans up to Rs 75 lakh was reduced to 8.7 per cent per annum, while for higher amount it came down to 8.75 per cent. A woman applicant gets a discount of 0.05 per cent in interest rate. Bank : HDFC Bank www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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CEO: Aditya Puri Headquarters: Mumbai Slogan: We Understand Your World NPCI's request to ICICI bank on unblocking Flipkart's PhonePe get rejected: The ICICI Bank has refused National Payments Corporation of India's (NPCI) call to unblock Flipkart's digital wallet PhonePe from its platform. ICICI Bank said PhonePe allows users of only its own UPI handle to make payments via the app, and called it a “restrictive practice". As per UPI guidelines, customers of any bank can use any UPI-based app for payments. Bank: ICICI CEO: Chanda Kochhar Headquarters: Mumbai Slogan: Hum Hai na.. Cooperative banks not authorised to accept deposits under PMGKY scheme: Govt Government clarified that Co-operative Banks are not authorised to accept deposits under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Deposit Scheme (PMGKDS). The scheme allows assessees to disclose previously unaccounted and undeclared income under its ambit. The PMGKDS permits voluntary declarations of previously undisclosed income with an effective tax rate of 50 per cent and requires assessees to deposit a further 25 per cent of such wealth into a four-year interestfree deposit. Scheme : Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Deposit Scheme (PMGKDS) HSBC accepts to pay Rs.34 cr for charging unreasonable to clients : Financial services major HSBC has agreed to pay around $5 million (Rs.34 crore) in compensation to customers who were charged "unreasonable" fees for debt collection after falling behind on repayments. The money will be shared between 6,700 people who held credit cards with HSBC. The announcement marks the victory of a whistleblower who has won a 13-year campaign against HSBC. Bank : HSBC CEO: António Pedro dos Santos Simões Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 3qtr net profit raises 670% to Rs 373.47 Crore for Indian Bank Public sector Indian Bank has registered a 670 per cent rise in its third quarter net profits ending December 31, 2016, to Rs 373.47 crore. The Chennai-headquartered bank had registered net profits at Rs 48.47 crore in the corresponding period of the previous year. Bank : Indian Bank MD & CEO: Mahesh Kumar Jain Headquarters: Chennai Slogan : Your own Bank Israel defies UN resolution, approves 2,500 West Bank homes Israel has approved the construction of 2,500 settler homes in the Israeli-occupied West Bank despite a UN resolution demanding that Israel stop its settlement activities in occupied Palestinian territories. This is second such approval since Donald Trump was appointed US President. Former US President Barack Obama was critical of new Israeli settlements and supported the two-state solution. Country : Israel Capital : Jerusalem Currency: Israeli new shekel President: Reuven Rivlin Prime minister: Benjamin Netanyahu Pilot services starts by India Post Payments Bank with interest rate up to 5.5% : India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) today kicked off its operations by rolling out pilot services in Raipur and Ranchi. The bank will offer an interest rate based on the quarterly average balance of 4.5 per cent on deposits up to Rs 25,000; 5 per cent on deposits of Rs 25,000-50,000 and 5.5 per cent on Rs 50,000-1,00,000, its Chief Executive Officer A P Singh said. The paid up equity of the new bank is Rs 800 crore, of which the government has already infused Rs 275 crore, he added. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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BUSINESS AND ECONOMY NEWS Jan Dhan account deposits doubled to Rs.87,000cr post note ban i) Jan Dhan account deposits have more than doubled to Rs.87,000 crore till December 23, prompting tax department to "dissect" information relating to them, a senior official said. ii) Inflow of funds into these accounts was highest in the first week post demonetisation. If it's found that money in these accounts belongs to other persons, necessary action will be taken, he added. NRIs can exchange Old Notes till June 30 i) The RBI has come out with conditions for exchange of defunct notes for those who failed to do so. ii) Resident Indian citizens, who were abroad from Nov 9th to Dec 30th, can avail this facility up to March 31st, 2017. iii) NRI citizens, who were abroad during this period, can exchange their defunct notes up to June 30th, 2017. iv) The limit for NRIs will be 25,000 rupees per person. Bank of Baroda ties up with CNX Corporation i) Public sector lender Bank of BarodaBSE 0.60 % has entered into a partnership with CNX Corporation (CNX) with an objective to provide collateral management services towards the loans against warehouse receipt sanctioned to the farmers through the network of the bank's branches across the country. FDI up 27% at $ 27.8 bn in Apr-Oct this fiscal i) Foreign direct investment inflows into the country grew over 27 per cent, to 27.8 billion dollars during the April to October 2016 period. ii) According to the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, the main sectors to attract foreign inflows include telecom, trading, computer hardware and software and automobiles. iii) India receives maximum FDI from Singapore, Mauritius, the Netherlands and Japan. Apple decides to invests $1 bn in world's largest tech fund by SoftBank Technology giant Apple has confirmed that it plans to invest $1 billion in a $100 billion technology fund being set up by Japan’s SoftBank Group. SoftBank last year announced the world's largest technology fund with $45 billion investment from Saudi Arabia's sovereign Public Investment Fund. The fund will include $25 billion investment from SoftBank. Under GST the exporters to get 90% tax refund within 7 days: The government has agreed to refund 90% of the duties paid by exporters within a period of seven days under the GST regime. The exporters would get interest on the refund in case of delays, it added. Earlier, Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said. The Commerce secretary Rita Teaotia also said the revenue department has committed that 90% of the refund will be made within seven days, while the remaining 10% “will be subject to whatever verification the revenue department is required to do”. Under the GST structure, taxes must be paid and that the refund will be provided. Single-window customs clearance for exporters is extended by Revenue department : The revenue department has extended the facility of single window customs clearance for export consignments with a view to bringing down transaction cost. In a circular, Central board of excise and customs department said, after the successful implementation of single window interface for facilitation of trade (SWIFT) for imports, it is proposed to implement online-release from partner government agencies for exports. A pilot project for exporters has been started at Chennai, Delhi and Mumbai air cargo complexes from yesterday. SWIFT provides importers and exporters a single point interface for Customs clearance of shipments thereby reducing interface with government agencies and cost of doing business. Cabinet approves 26% strategic sale in BEML i) The Centre will sell 26 per cent stake in defence equipment manufacturer BEML, making it the first major PSU to be sold through strategic disinvestment, which may fetch the exchequer over Rs.1,000 crore. ii) In a notification to the stock exchanges, BEML said that the Cabinet has given an ‘in-principal’ approval for strategic disinvestment of 26 per cent equity shares in BEML Ltd. out of government’s shareholding of 54.03 per cent. iii) At the current market pricing of Rs.999.50 a share, 26 per cent stake of BEML could fetch the exchequer over Rs.1,000 crore. After the strategic sale, government stake in the PSU would come down to 28.03 per cent. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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RBI to provide rupees 1 billion in Rs 100 notes to Nepal Rashtra Bank i) The Reserve Bank of India, RBI, has agreed to provide rupees one billion in Rs 100 denomination notes to Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) to ease the acute shortage of 100 Rs notes faced by the Himalayan nation. ii) The NRB's plan to import INR 100 denomination notes was delayed due to the Indian government's move to demonetise INR 500 and INR 1,000 notes on November 8. iii) According to Himalayan Times, RBI recently wrote to NRB that it will be able to provide INR one billion in INR 100 denomination notes. As RBI has agreed to provide INR one billion, NRB officials have said that the central bank is preparing to bring the amount within January. India's GDP growth estimated at 7.1% this year; per capita net national income rises by over 10% i) The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth is estimated at 7(point)1 per cent in 2016-17 as compared to 7(point)6 per cent in 2015-16. Releasing the data, Chief Statistician T C A Anant said in New Delhi this evening that the per capita net national income during 2016-17 is estimated to be One lakh three thousand seven rupees showing a rise of 10.4 per cent as compared to 93 thousand two hundred ninety three during 2015-16 with the growth rate of 7.4 percent. General Anti-Avoidance Tax Rule to kick in from April 2017 i) The General Anti-Avoidance Rule,GAAR, will kick in from April 1, 2017 said the Central Board for Direct Taxes today. GAAR was part of the 2012-13 Budget speech of the then Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee to check tax evasion and avoidance. ii) During the 2015 Budget presentation, Finance Minister ArunJaitley announced that its implementation will be delayed by 2 years. iii) Its implementation was repeatedly postponed because of the apprehensions expressed by foreign investors as GAAR contains provision allowing the government to retrospectively tax overseas deals involving local assets. Odisha government plans to issue 11.40 lakh RuPay cards to farmers i) The Odisha government plans to issue 11 lakh 40 thousand RuPay cards to farmers of the state by March this year. Cooperation minister Damodar Rout said, the Odisha government is bound to implement the RuPay card scheme as the Prime Minister NarendraModi had asked to convert Kisan Credit Card to RuPay cards. ii) Odisha State Cooperative Bank Managing Director TusharKanta Panda said, necessary steps have been initiated to provide Point of Sale (POS) machines in all 708 Samitis of the State through which the farmers can withdraw money by using their RuPay card. Air India ranked third-worst performing airline in the world i) Every year, the aviation insights company FlightStats puts together a list of the international airlines with the best on-time performance records. ii) Air India ranked third-worst performing airline in the world iii) Icelandair – 41.05% El Al – 56% are on first and second position respectively. Reliance invested Rs.2.4 lakh crore in Gujarat: Ambani Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani said his company made cumulative investments worth over Rs.2.4 lakh crore to date in Gujarat, making it the largest investment by a single Indian corporate house in one state. “These investments provide sustained employment, both direct and indirect to over two lakh people, and contribute to Gujarat’s export competitiveness,” Ambani added. IBM becomes first company to get 8,000 US patents in a year American technology company IBM has become the first company to receive more than 8,000 US patents in one year in 2016. With 8,088 patents, IBM received an average of 22 patents per day last year. IBM was followed by Samsung and Canon with 5,518 and 3,665 patents respectively. Technology major Google received the fifth most number of patents at 2,835. MobiKwik accuses Paytm of inflating number of transactions Digital wallet MobiKwik's Co-founder Upasana Taku has accused rival Paytm of inflating volume and number of transactions. "Paytm is definitely ahead of us but I don’t think they have crossed 100 million users," said Taku. She added that RBI's data of 88 million mobile wallet transactions in December 2016 is in sharp contrast to numbers claimed by Paytm. MobiKwik CEO: Bipin Preet Singh Headquarters: Gurgaon SpiceJet signs deal for 205 planes worth $22 bn with Boeing www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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Low-cost airline SpiceJet said it has signed a deal for around 205 planes worth $22 billion (over Rs.1.5 lakh crore) with US airplane manufacturer Boeing. This marks the biggest expansion plan by the carrier, which is seeking to take back market share from leader IndiGo. The order is also the largest ever placed by an Indian airline for Boeing aircraft. CBI files FIR in Rs.225 cr Air India software procurement scam: The Central Bureau of Investigation has registered a case against unknown officials of Air India, and software firms SAP and IBM in connection with alleged irregularities in procurement of software worth Rs.225 crore. There were “serious procedural and other irregularities” in the procurement as well as amount paid and extent of services rendered, according to Central Vigilance Commission. Rs.55cr prize money given in lucky draws to promote e-payments: The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has reported that Rs.54.90 crore worth of prize money has been distributed to over 3.42 lakh winners of 'Lucky Draw Schemes' for consumers and merchants to promote digital payments. NPCI disclosed that Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka emerged as the top five states with the maximum number of winners. NSE introduces e-ETF facility under e-IPO module: With an objective to facilitate acceptance of subscriptions for Further Fund Offer of CPSE ETF, NSE has introduced an online facility for the investment and subscription of exchange traded fund on its e—IPO platform. National Stock Exchange (NSE) would conduct a mock session for new ‘e- ETF’ on e—IPO platform on January 13 and January 16—17 in order to familiarise with the new facility. “An online facility for the investment and subscription of ETF shall be available to trading members of capital market segment with valid ARN on existing web based e—IPO platform,” NSE said in a circular. GST roll-out date altered from April 1 to July 1, says FM Jaitley The government on Monday deferred rolling out the GST regime to July 1, 2017, during a meeting of the GST Council led by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. The government earlier set April 1 as the GST roll-out deadline. The Council has remained deadlocked with states seeking sole powers to control assessees with an annual turnover of up to Rs.1.5 crore. Data center startup SimpliVity boughty by HP Enterprise for $650mn : Hewlett Packard Enterprise, which split off from HP in 2015, on Tuesday acquired SimpliVity, a startup that sells data center hardware, for $650 million in cash. Founded in 2009, the startup, valuation of which crossed $1 billion in March 2015, was reportedly considering an IPO. SimpliVity sells data center hardware aggregating components like servers and storage boxes. Company : Hewlett Packard Enterprise CEO: Meg Whitman Headquarters: Palo Alto, California, United States US based Qualcomm announces investment of Rs.57.7 crore in India Qualcomm has announced that it will invest $8.5 million (over Rs.57.7 crore) in India with an aim to expand its digital design initiatives in the country. The company also announced the winners of the Qualcomm Design in India Challenge launched in 2015 in association with Nasscom. The winning startups, Carnot Technologies, iFuture Robotics and Uncanny Vision, received Rs.68 lakh each. Company : Qualcomm Headquarters: San Diego, California, United States CEO: Steven Mollenkopf Facebook to get participate in world’s biggest startup campus through Station F : Facebook Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg has announced that the social media major will open a 'Startup Garage' in Station F, the world's biggest startup campus. Facebook will work with 10 to 15 startups every six months in the Paris-based campus. Station F will host over 1,000 startups and is expected to begin operations from April this year. Company : Facebook Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United States UN report said that India’s economy to grow by 7.7% in 2016-17 India's economy is projected to grow by 7.7% in 2016-17 and 7.6% in 2017-18, benefiting from strong private consumption, a UN economic report said. Notably, this comes after the International Monetary Fund www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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slashed India's growth forecast for 2016-17 to 6.6% from its previous estimate of 7.6%. Meanwhile, the World Bank forecasted India’s growth for 2016-17 to be 7%. Google buys Twitter's mobile app tool 'Fabric' Search giant Google, which earlier stepped away from buying Twitter, on Thursday acquired the microblogging site's mobile app developer platform 'Fabric' for an undisclosed amount. Twitter launched Fabric in 2014 to allow developers to pick and choose different tools to improve their apps. Google will continue to operate Fabric and its related tools. NPCI requests ICICI to allow transaction from Flipkart's PhonePe: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the developer of the interface that allows customers to transfer money across banks, has asked ICICI Bank to stop blocking transactions from Flipkart’s payments app PhonePe. Nearly a week ago, ICICI had temporarily blocked transactions from PhonePe, pending the resolution of its concerns related to restrictive practices followed by the app. Bank: ICICI CEO: Chanda Kochhar Headquarters: Mumbai Slogan: Hum Hai na.. First flight to take off in February 2017 under UDAN scheme : The first flight is likely to take off next month under the government's ambitious regional connectivity scheme-UDAN. The scheme UDAN (Ude Desh Ke Aam Naagrik), seeks to boost regional air connectivity and provides various incentives to airlines. The fare for a one hour journey of approximately 500 kilometre on a fixed wing aircraft or for a 30 minute journey on a helicopter will be capped at two thousand 500 rupees under the scheme. Infosys has infused $62 mn in startups from its $500 mn fund Infosys has invested over $62 million in more than 12 startups from its $500 million Innovation fund operating in spaces such as IoT, automation, and drones. The funded startups include Stellaris Venture Partners, Unsilo, Trifacta, Cloudyn, and TidalScale. Set up with an initial corpus of $100 million in 2013, the fund was expanded to $500 million in 2015. Company : Infosys CEO: Vishal Sikka Headquarters : Bengaluru, Karnataka Apple becomes most innovative company of 2016 Technology giant Apple has emerged as the most innovative company for 2016, according to Boston Consulting Group’s annual list which ranks world’s 50 most innovative firms. Google was ranked second, followed by electric carmaker Tesla on the list. Further, ride-hailing service Uber and home rental platform Airbnb were among the firms included in the list for the first time. Company : Apple CEO : Tim Cook Headquarters: Cupertino, California, United States Bilateral trade of US$ 17 billion done in 1st half of 2016 between India & UAE Bilateral trade between the UAE and India accounted for US$ 17 billion during the first half of 2016. The two countries are aspiring to increasing trade by 60 percent to US$ 100 billion, reaching US$ 368 billion by 2020. UAE's imports from India rose to US$ 11 billion in the first half of 2016, while non-oil exports to India reached 6 billion during the same period. India is the UAE's second largest trading partner after China. The UAE, on the other hand, is the largest Arab investor in India and the 11th foreign investor, in terms of Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs). The total value of Emirati investments in India was estimated at US$ 9 billion in 2015. Country : United Arab Emirates (UAE) Capital : Abu Dhabi Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham President: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Cellular operators ask TRAI to stop BSNL’s app-based service Cellular Operators' Association of India (COAI) has asked Indian telecom regulator TRAI to issue an "immediate direction to BSNL for withdrawing its app-based calling service." The newly-launched Fixed www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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Mobile Telephony service lets customers make calls while connected to a BSNL broadband modem using a smartphone app. "Such routing with an app number is not allowed under the licence," claimed COAI. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI) Chairman-R. S. Sharma Secretary-Sudhir Gupta Headquarters- New Delhi Snapdeal investor joins Flipkart, Ola in capital dumping row The Co-founder of Snapdeal investor Kalaari Capital, Vani Kola has joined homegrown startups Flipkart and Ola to hit out at foreign firms on their capital dumping practices. "Amazon and Uber weren’t around when these entrepreneurs were busy converting skeptics into customers," Kola wrote on her blog. "Being the first mover doesn’t give anyone entitlement to own the market," she added. Company : Snapdeal CEO: Kunal Bahl Company : Flipkart CEO : Binny Bansal Company : Ola CEO: Bhavish Aggarwal Shares of Idea Cellular raised by 29% in a day on Vodafone merger talks : Shares of Idea Cellular jumped a record 29% in intraday trade on Monday after Vodafone confirmed its merger discussion with the country’s third largest telecom operator. This is the highest intraday gain Idea has seen since listing. Notably, the merger of the two companies would create India's largest mobile service provider, taking over the current leader Airtel.



APPOINTMENTS New Controller General of Accounts in the Indian Finance Ministry the new 27th Chief of Army Staff (CoAS) of India New Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief Eastern Air Command the 22nd Chief of the Air Staff (CoAS) of the Indian Air Force (IAF) New Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) New Managing Director of IBM India



Archana Nigam (By Replacing M.J.Joseph) General Bipin Rawat (By Replacing General Dalbir Singh Suhag) Air Marshal Anil Khosla Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa (By Replacing Arup Raha) David R Syiemlieh (By Replacing Alka Sirohi)



Karan Bajwa (By Replacing Vanitha Narayana, who has been elevated as Chairman of IBM India) Chairman of Tata Power S Padmanabhan Deepa Malik and Arunima Sinha (Deepa Brand Ambassadors for Swachh NDMC Malik- Rio Olympic medalist and Arjun Awardee, Arunima Sinha - first female amputee to climb Mount Everest) Surekha Marandi (By Replacing U S Paliwal) New Executive Director of RBI Next Chief Justice of India Justice JS Khehar Deputy Assistant to the President by Donald Raj Shah(Indian-American) Trump Vice President of Venezuelan Tareck El Aissami Sir Tim Barrow (By replacing Sir Ivan Rogers) Ambassador of EU Indo-American for education campaign Michelle Obama Islamic anti-terror alliance Ex-Pak army chief Raheel Sharif Mumbai Marathon Ambassador Olympic champion David Rudisha Kalyan Krishnamurthy (By Replacing Flipkart CEO BinnyBansal) www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in



Page | 32



Jimmy Adams (By replacing Richard Pybus) Vikram Pawah (By replacing Frank Schloeder) Sreejesh Daniel Ortega sworn Rajeev Chandrasekhar N. Chandrasekaran (By Replacing Cyrus Mistry) Rajesh Gopinathan (By Replacing N. New CEO of TCS Chandrasekaran) Michael Lynton (Sony Entertainment CEO) Chairman of Snap Inc China has appointed a new Governor of Tibet Qi Zhala Mexico names new ambassador to United Geronimo Gutierrez Fernandez States new chairman of Odisha Electricity UN Behera Regulatory Commission interim CEO of Prasar Bharti Rajeev Singh(By Replacing S.C. Panda) President of the European Parliament Antonio Tajani New CBI chief Alok Verma SVP of Engineering of Uber Amit Singhal US Secretary of Defence James Mattis 48th Vice President of USA Mike Pence Member of FIFA finance committee Praful Patel Miss Universe 2017 Dayanara Torres PepsiCo veteran Kaul (By Replacing Pranay COO of Ola Jivrajka) US Ambassador to UN Indian-American Nikki Haley Hugo Barra (Former Xiaomi Global VP) Who has join Facebook to lead its VR effort head of editorial for Google Cloud Quentin Hardy Nominated to Board of Directors of Starbucks Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella new Meghalaya Governor by President Banwarilal Purohit New TOP committee to identify talent Abhinav Bindra US President Donald Trump's manufacturing Elon Musk council The Business Head of MobiKwik Bikram Bir The new Chief of Delhi police Amulya Patnaik New members for administrating BCCI Vinod Rai, Ramachandra Guha, Vikram Limaye, and Diana Edulji Director of West Indies Cricket President of BMW India Member of FIH Athletes' Committee Nicaragua's President Director in Arnab Goswami's Republic New Executive Chairman of Tata Sons



AWARDS AND HONORS Important Awards and Honors in January 2017 Bharatiya Jnanpith Navlekhan Award for the Shraddha (for her short story, 'Hawa Mein Phadphadati Chitthi') and Ghyansham Kumar year 2016 Devansh (for his poem 'Akash Mein Deh') 'Power & Energy Persona's Award for K M Singh (Chairman and Managing Director of Individual Excellence' at the 10th ENERTIA National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) Awards 2016 Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (the Dr Bharat Barai and Dr Sampat Shivangi highest civilian award given to overseas (Indian-Americans) Indians and people of Indian origin) Travel Photographer Of The Year award Darpan Basak & Ankit Kumar 2016 Places bagged top positions in New York Agra and Sikkim (Agra has ranked third in the www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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list, Sikkim has bagged the 17th position among the top travel destinations for this year.) Honored by US Embassy for his contribution Actor Amitabh Bachchan to the US-India partnership on tuberculosis Best FIFA Men's Coach of the Year Claudio Ranieri Winner of the prestigious Technical Parag Havaldar (An IIT Kharagpur alumnus) Achievement Award (Technical Oscar) Cristiano Ronaldo (He also won the Ballon d'Or FIFA world’s best player award in December with both honours recognition for success in the Champions League with Real and Euro 2016 with Portugal) Carli Lloyd (United States) FIFA world's best female player Winner of favourite TV actress at People's Priyanka Chopra (for her role in Quantico at the 2017 People's Choice Awards in Los Choice Awards Angeles) Winner of the first ever Hugo Chavez Prize Vladimir Putin (Russian President) for Peace and Sovereignty Received honorary doctorate award from Rahul Dravid (Former Indian cricketer) Bangalore University Winner of Ashok Chakra (India's highest Havildar Hangpan Dada peacetime military award) Iris Mittenaere (France's dental surgery student, Winner of the 65th Miss Universe title she is the second Miss Universe winner from France) Honored as the best marching group for 5th The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) time at Republic Day 2017 Honored with the customised championship Serena Williams (after she won her 23rd Grand Slam title, the Australian Open women's singles) belt by WWE Times' top travel destinations list



SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: India successfully test-fires intercontinental ballistic missile Agni-IV i) India on Monday successfully test fired the nuclear-capable Agni IV ballistic missile from the Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha coast. ii) The missile was launched at about 11.50 a.m., from a mobile launcher off the Balasore coast, defence sources said. This is sixth test of the missile and second user associate launch. iii) The two-stage solid-propelled, surface-to-surface ballistic missile is designed to carry a 1-tonne payload to a distance of 4,000 km. iv) The test comes within a week of the successful test firing of Agni V intercontinental ballistic missile. Gujarat CM dedicates India’s first laser technology-based check-post i) Gujarat chief minister Vijay Rupani launched India’s first laser technology-based advanced AVMS RTO check-post and also laid foundation stones of various developmental works worth Rs 30 crore at Shamlaji of Aravalli district in Gujarat. ii) This new check-post is equipped with advanced ray technology with a cost of Rs 4.72 crore. iii) All the check-posts in the state will be made advanced, automatic and transparent with a cost of Rs. 35 crore during next financial year.The income from this check posts will be used for welfare of poor, deprived and lastperson of the state. Two missions “Lucy” and “Psyche” to explore early Solar System announced by NASA: NASA has announced two missions to explore the early Solar System by studying the metallic asteroid Psyche and perform the first orbital reconnaissance of Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids. Chosen out of 27 submissions, each investigative team received 3 million dollars to design concept studies. The two selected missions will cost approximately 500 million dollars each, not including launch and post-launch operations. The two missions have been dubbed “Lucy” and “Psyche”. A new-generation telecommunications satellite launched successfully by China : www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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China has successfully launched a new-generation telecommunications satellite, the country’s Defense Ministry has announced. The launch was carried out at 15:19 GMT yesterday from the Xichang Satellite Launch Center using the Chang Zheng 3B carrier rocket, the ministry said. The second Tongxin Jishu Shiyan satellite will help test multi-frequency high-speed data transmission. China plans to carry out about 30 space launches in 2017. China launches longest bullet train i) China launched its longest bullet train “Shangri-la of the World” from Kunming, capital of south-west China’s Yunnan Province to Beijing, expanding its high speed train network to about 20,000 km connecting almost all provinces. ii) The 2252 km Shanghai-Kunming line links China’s prosperous eastern coast with the less-developed southwestern part. It traverses through 5 provinces of China viz. Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Hunan, Guizhou and Yunnan. China to set up world's highest altitude Gravitational Wave telescopes in Tibet i) China is setting up the world's highest altitude gravitational wave telescopes in a Tibet prefecture close to Line of Actual Control with India with a budget of $18.8 million to detect faintest echoes resonating from universe which may reveal more about the Big Bang theory. ii) Construction has started for the first telescope, code-named Ngari No 1, 30 km south of Shiquanhe Town in Nagri Prefecture, said Yao Yongqiang chief researcher with the National Astronomical Observatories of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. iii) Parts of Nagriis last Tibetan prefecture at China's border with India. Humanoid robot Ira to be deployed at HDFC Bank branch i) Private lender HDFC Bank launched what it claimed to be the first ‘humanoid’ in the domestic banking space, and also said it is looking to partner with start-ups having technological solutions for rural operations. ii) The bank showcased human-sized robot Ira, developed in association with Kochi-based Asimov Robotics, iii) The robot will perform a limited role and act largely as a receptionist, though the humanoid can also move around in the branch. Chugh claimed this is the first ‘humanoid’ in the domestic banking space. ISRO, CNES ink pact on satellite launch i) Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO, and French Space agency (CNES) today signed a partnership agreement in satellite launch technology. ii) The agreement was signed between ISRO Chairman Kiran Kumar and CNES President Jean-Yves Le Gall in the presence of visiting French Minister of Foreign Affairs Jean-Marc Ayrault in Bengaluru today. iii) Space cooperation between France and India spans over 50 years and is one of the cornerstones of the IndoFrench strategic partnership. iv) ISRO is the second partner of CNES, in terms of volume, after NASA. Strengthening the CNES-ISRO partnership will enable France to benefit from the Indian model of streamlining the costs of space programmes. New material 10 times stronger, 20 times lighter than steel MIT researchers claim to have designed a 3D form of graphene, which is 10 times stronger than steel with a density of just 5% of steel. The 3D graphene structures have been created by compressing flakes of twodimensional graphene forms using heat and pressure. These were then fused to form one of the strongest and lightest materials known till date. Dutch trains become 100% powered by wind energy All Dutch trains have become 100% powered by wind energy since January 1, according to the national railway company. A windmill running for an hour can power a train for about 200 kilometres, stated officials. The initiative, in collaboration with electricity company Eneco, aims to reduce the energy used per passenger by further 35% by 2020, as compared to 2005. According to an official release, this conversion has considerably enhanced the range and accuracy of Pinaka. The Guided Pinaka is developed jointly by the ARDE Pune, RCI Hyderabad and DRDL Hyderabad. India's first solar-powered boat launched in Kerala India's first ever solar powered boat called 'Aditya' was launched at Kochi's Vembanad lake in Kerala on Thursday. The 75-seater boat fitted with 78 rooftop solar panels, will ferry along a 2.5-kilometre route 22 times a day. The boat can travel at a maximum speed of about 14 kmph and cruises without noise and minimal vibration, unlike the diesel ferries. State: Kerala; Capital: Thiruvananthapuram; Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan; Governor: P Sathasivam www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in Page | 35



India successfully test-fires guided rocket Pinaka Mark-II: India on Thursday successfully test-fired guided rocket Pinaka Mark-II from a defence test facility off Odisha coast. The rocket was fired from a multi-barrel rocket launcher (MBRL). The weapon's capability to incorporate several types of warheads makes it deadly for the enemy as it can even destroy their solid structures and bunkers, said a defence official. "16 Psyche" the mission to explore iron-rich asteroid got NASA approval NASA has approved a mission to explore 16 Psyche, an iron-rich asteroid whose contents are said to be worth over 100-thousand times the value of the entire world economy. The mission, proposed in 2014, would send a NASA spacecraft to Psyche, running tests to learn more about the history and composition of the celestial body. That information will undoubtedly be interesting to space fans and useful to astronomers, but the financial implications of a mission to Psyche are what appear to be most compelling. Organisation : National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Headquarters: Washington, D.C. 'Instant Apps' Google's new apps can be used without downloading is begins testing: Google has started testing 'Instant Apps' that can be used without downloading over half a year after first announcing the feature. Apps are broken into very small packets that can run almost instantly by tapping on a URL. The limited test by Google includes apps from BuzzFeed and live video streaming startup Periscope. Company : Google CEO: Sundar Pichai Headquarters: Mountain View, California, United States 1st military communications satellite of Japan launched Japan on Tuesday launched its first military communications satellite to quadruple the broadband capacity of the country's self defence forces and allow communications across a larger part of the territory. This comes amid concerns over increased Chinese military activity in the East China Sea while Japan and China remain locked in a territorial dispute over a group of uninhabited islands. Country : Japan Capital: Tokyo Currency: Japanese yen Prime minister: Shinzō Abe Cryogenic Upper Stage engine meant for rocket GSLV-Mark-III tested successfully by ISRO : Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully ground tested the Cryogenic Upper Stage engine meant for the rocket GSLV-Mark-III. In a release, the space agency has said the indegenously developed engine, designated as C25, was tested for a duration of 50 seconds in its Propulsion Complex at Mahendragiri in southern Tamil Nadu, demonstrating all the stage operations. Organisation : Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Headquarters: Bengaluru Director: A. S. Kiran Kumar



SPORTS NEWS TENNIS Rafael Nadal wins Mubadala Tennis Championships 2016 in Abu Dhabi i) Spanish tennis veteran Rafael Nadal defeated Belgian David Goffin 6-4, 7-6 to win the Mubadala World Tennis Championships here on Saturday. ii) The world No.9 disrupted 11th ranked Goffin's rhythm as he had planned before the final, by switching sides and changing from slice balls to high balls on the center court of the International Tennis Centre in Abu Dhabi's Zayed Sports City, reports Xinhua. iii) Nadal, 30, trailed at 1-3 in the first set but regained advantage over Goffin, who overcame world No.1 Andy Murray in the semi-finals. iii) In the second set, the game was dragged into the tiebreak where Nadal forced a number of errors from the 26-year-old and won 7-5. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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Chennai Open: World record for largest tennis lesson with 956 kids takes place: As many as 956 kids showed up for a tennis training session at Chennai's SDAT Tennis Stadium on Tuesday, setting a world record for the 'largest tennis lesson'. The previous record stood at 803 participants and was set in Liverpool, United Kingdom in June 2015. The kids trained with leading Indian players like Rohan Bopanna and Leander Paes. Djokovic wins Qatar Open tennis title i) Novak Djokovic has won the Qatar Open tennis title. In an epic final in Doha today, the Serbian defeated Andy Murray 6-3 5-7 6-4. ii) Djokovic missed out on three match points and had to repel a roaring Murray comeback before ending the Briton's 28-match, five-tournament winning streak. iii) With the win, Djokovic made an immense statement in his bid to rule men's tennis again as it was Murray, who deposed him as world number one. iv) The world number two said it was "the dream start" to 2017 in his build-up to the defence of the Australian Open title later this month. v) It was the 36th contest between the two, and Murray lost for the 25th time against his old rival. Sania wins Brisbane women's doubles title but loses No.1 rank i) Indian tennis ace SaniaMirza picked up her first title of the season, combining with American BethanieMattek-Sands to lift the Brisbane International women's doubles title. ii) The top-seeded Indo-American duo triumphed 6-2 6-3 against the second-seeded Russian team of Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina in the final. iii)The trophy, however, ended Sania's 91-week reign as the world No.1 doubles player in the WTA rankings. That position was taken over by her partner Bethanie. iv) Sania will go back to pairing with Czech Republic's BarboraStrycova in Sydney next week and the Australian Open, which starts on January 16 Chennai Open: Bopanna & Nedunchezhiyan bag men's doubles title i) In Chennai Open tennis, RohanBopanna and JeevanNedunchezhiyan were crowned the champions in the doubles category. They defeated compatriots Purav Raja and DivijSharan 6-3, 6-4 in the summit clash last night. ii) A doubles history was created even before the first ball was hit, as it was the first time in the ATP event’s 22-year existence that four Indians featured in the finals. In singles, Spain's No. 2 seed Roberto Bautista Agut won the trophy effortlessly by demolishing Russia’s Daniil Medvedev 6-3, 6-4 in just over one hour 13 minutes. The record of longest ever Aus Open match played between Karlovic, Zeballos : Croatia's Ivo Karlovic and Argentina's Horacio Zeballos' first round match became the longest-ever Australian Open match in terms of the number of games played. The match, which ended with Karlovic winning 6-7, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2, 22-20 in 5 hours and 15 minutes, featured 84 games. The fifth set featured 42 games, taking 2 hours, 37 minutes to finish. Trophy : Australian Open Game : Tennis Serena Williams won 2017 Australian Open women's Final : Serena Williams pushed sentiments aside in an emotion-charged 6-4, 6-4 defeat of sister Venus to win the Australian Open on Saturday and a record 23rd Grand Slam title in the professional era. Tortured by nerves in a tense family affair, Serena had to produce some of her best tennis to overcome Venus who won the crowd at Rod Laver Arena by scrapping hard to the end. Trophy : Australian Open Sports : Tennis Sania-Dodig lose Australian Open title to unseeded pair Sania Mirza failed to win her seventh Grand Slam title as she and her Croatian partner Ivan Dodig lost the Australian Open mixed doubles final to the unseeded American-Colombian duo of Abigail Spears and Juan
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Sebastian Cabal in straight sets. This is the second time Sania and Dodig finished second in a Grand Slam, after losing the 2016 French Open. Australian Open 2017 : Federer won 18th Grand Slam title by defeating Nadal in the final Swiss tennis player Roger Federer defeated Spain's Rafael Nadal in five sets in the Australian Open men's singles final on Sunday, to win a record 18th Grand Slam title. This was the duo's 12th Slam encounter, with Nadal winning nine of the matches. Their last meeting in a Slam final was the 2011 French Open where Nadal won. Trophy : Australian Open Sports : Tennis CRICKET MS Dhoni steps down from ODI and T20 Captaincy. Mahendra Singh Dhoni stepped down as the captain of India's One Day International and T20 International cricket teams on Wednesday. However, the 35-year-old will remain in contention for selection for the series against England which begins on January 15. Dhoni had earlier retired from Test cricket in December 2014. Pranav Dhanawade of Mumbai becomes the 1st to score 1,000 runs in an innings. Mumbai teenager Pranav Dhanawade became the first cricketer to score 1,000 runs in an innings on January 5, 2016. Playing for KC Gandhi School in an inter-school cricket tournament, the 15-year-old scored 1,009*(327) runs and helped his side register a total of 1465/3. Dhanawade's school won the match by an innings and 1,382 runs. ViratKohli named captain of Indian ODI, T20I teams i) The national selection committee of the BCCI has named ViratKohli as captain of India’s One Day International (ODI), T20I teams. ii) Notably, Kohli is also captain of India’s test team and with this appointment will lead Indian cricket team in all three formats. His appointment comes after Mahendra Singh Dhoni stepped down after more than nine years at the helm. iii) The selection committee also announced the squad for the home series against England beginning January 15, 2017. MS Dhoni has been included as wicketkeeper-batsman in the squad.



Gujarat wins First Ranji Trophy title beating Mumbai by five wickets: Gujarat won their first ever Ranji Trophy title beating Mumbai by five wickets in the final at the Holkar stadium in Indore on Saturday. Our correspondent reports that Parthiv Patel’s 143 and Munprit Juneja’s 54 runs helped Gujrat to chase down the highest successful chase in the final at the historic Holkar stadium. Gujarat played with plenty of flair and more importantaly with some luck to clinch the prestigious tittle. Needing 265 on the final day, things were not easy at the beginning. Mumbai had a good start to the day, picking up three wickets in the first session while Gujarat did manage to score 99 runs. Priyank Panchal fell in the second over even before the team could add a run to their overnight score.



Kohli breaks Sachin's record, becomes fastest to 27 ODI tons: Indian captain Virat Kohli scored his 27th ODI hundred against England in the first ODI in Pune, reaching the milestone in his 169th innings. Kohli broke former Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar's record, who had scored his 27th ODI ton in his 254th innings. Notably, it was Kohli's 17th ODI hundred in chases.



FOOT BALL SAFF Women's C'ship title won by India women's football team 4th time in a row India's women's football team defeated Bangladesh 3-1 in Siliguri on Wednesday to win the 2016 South Asian Football Federation Women's Championship for the fourth consecutive time. Dangmei Grace opened the scoring for India, with Sasmita Malik and Indumathi Kathiresan scoring second-half goals for the hosts. India have won all editions of the eight-nation tournament, which started in 2010. Ronaldo nominated for 2017 Laureus World Sportsman of Year The nominees for the 2017 Laureus World Sportsman of the Year were announced by last year's winner Novak Djokovic on Wednesday. FIFA World Player of the Year Cristiano Ronaldo made it to the six-man www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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shortlist which also includes Olympic champion Usain Bolt, world number one tennis player Andy Murray, athlete Mo Farah, and basketball players Stephen Curry and LeBron James. FIFA President: Gianni Infantino Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland Former world champion 'Sarita Devi' set to become India's 1st female professional boxer : Former world champion Sarita Devi is set to become the first female professional boxer from India. Sarita will be making her professional debut against Hungary's Zsofia Bedo on January 29 fight night being organised by Indian Boxing Council in Imphal. She is training under 73-year-old American Joe Clough, who is known for being a part of Muhammad Ali's coaching staff. Indian Football team reached 129th rank their best FIFA ranking in over a decade : The Indian national football team on Thursday moved up six places to the 129th position in the latest FIFA rankings, its best ranking since December 2005, when it was at the 127th position. Notably, the Indian team has won nine of its last 11 matches, which has helped it jump 42 places in less than two years. President: Gianni Infantino; Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland Indian footballer Jayesh Raimalani signs for Barcelona-based football team Jayesh Raimalani, a young Indian footballer, has joined Barcelona-based football team 'Club Esportiu Jupiter', which plays in the fourth division of Spanish football. Raimalani is a former student of Ajmer's Mayo College and has reportedly been training in Europe for the last two years. The deal was facilitated by an Indo-Spanish football venture called Spaindia Football, based out of Barcelona. 15-yr-old Lalchungnunga of Mizoram chosen to train at Germany's football league Lalchungnunga, a 15-year-old football player from Mizoram, has been chosen to train at Germany's top division football league, Bundesliga, for six years. Nicknamed 'Mizo Messi', the boy was scouted at a Tata Trust football academy, which has a memorandum of understanding with the state government to promote talent. The boy is one of eight kids born to a daily wager. State: Mizoram Capital: Aizawl Chief Minister : Lal Thanhawla Governor : Lt General (Retd) Nirbhay Sharma



BADMINTON 2017 Syed Modi International badminton tournament title won by PV Sindhu : Indian shuttler PV Sindhu won the Syed Modi International Grand Prix Gold after beating Indonesia's Gregoria Mariska in the final. The Rio Olympics silver medalist eased past her opponent in straight sets, 2113, 21-14. India's Sameer Verma also won the tournament in men's singles category after defeating compatriot Sai Praneeth in straight sets, 21-19, 21-16. Trophy : Syed Modi International badminton tournament Place: Lucknow Stadium: Babu Banarasi Das Indoor Stadium Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold title won by Saina Nehwal Top seed Saina Nehwal beat Thailand's Pornpawee Chochuwong 22-20 22-20 to win the Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold tournament on Sunday. This is Saina's first title since June 2016, when she won the Australian Open. Saina, who had undergone surgery for a knee injury after her Rio Olympics exit, had said the injury was "maybe the end" of her career. Trophy : Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold OTHERS SPORTS: Karjakin pips Magnus Carlsen to win World Blitz Chess C'ship i) Russia's Sergey Karjakin pipped Norway's Magnus Carlsen on the basis of a better tiebreak record to win the World Blitz Chess Championship title in Doha, Qatar www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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ii) Karjakin, who lost his Classical Chess World Championship match to Carlsen last month, ended at par with Carlsen, but was awarded the title for having better individual results between the two. Table tennis Olympic champion Li Xiaoxia announces retirement i) China's table tennis Olympic champion Li Xiaoxia has announced her retirement through social media. ii) Li helped China win the team gold medal at the Rio Olympic Games last year when she also finished the runner-up in the singles event. iii) She is the eighth table tennis Grand Slam winner in history with singles crowns from the 2008 World Cup in Kuala Lumpur, 2012 Olympics in London and 2013 world championships in Paris. iv) She also has several doubles and teams world titles to her name. Robert Marchand of 105-year-old sets record by cycling 22 kms in 1 hour Robert Marchand, a 105-year-old Frenchman, has set a record in over-105s category, covering 22 kilometres in one hour. Marchand, who started cycling at an age of 68, accomplished the feat by completing 92 laps at a velodrome in Paris. He had earlier set a record in over-100s category in 2012, before beating it himself by cycling 26 kilometres in 2014. Olympic medal-winners 'Ashton Eaton' and 'Brianne Theisen-Eaton' couple announces retirement together: The Olympic medal-winning husband-wife duo of Ashton Eaton and Brianne Theisen-Eaton announced their retirement from athletics on Wednesday. Ashton, a two-time Olympic gold medal-winning decathlon athlete and Brianne, a two-time heptathlon world silver medallist, wrote side-by-side essays on their website announcing their retirement. “I can’t advance any further in the sport”, wrote Ashton. 9-member govt panel formed for National Sports Code in comprising Bindra , Padukone and Anju: Former Olympic champion Abhinav Bindra and legendary Prakash Padukone are part of the nine-member government panel formed to make recommendations for bringing out a comprehensive National Sports Development Code across all disciplines. An official press-release said, the committee, headed by Sports Secretary Injeti Srinivas, will study issues related to sports governance including court judgements and best international practices. The other notable sportsperson in the committee is India's lone world championship medallist athlete Anju Bobby George. Velavan Senthilkumar wins British Junior Open Under-19 Squash title i) Velavan Senthilkumar created history by winning the first-ever all-Indian Boys’ Under-19 final at the British Junior Open in Sheffield. ii) India also secured the bronze medal in this category after 9/16th seeded AdhityaRaghavan finished third. iii) In the 91-year history of this event, considered the world’s second most prestigious junior tournament after the World Championships, this was the first time two Indians faced off in a summit clash. UK becomes first country to recognise parkour as a sport The United Kingdom has become the world's first country to officially recognise parkour as a sport. Parkour, also known as freerunning, is similar to military obstacle training and involves a participant getting from one point to another, tackling terrain using only his/her natural body strength. The sport has been considered controversial since it uses minimal protection gear. 13-time gymnastics world champion retires aged 19 Russian rhythmic gymnast Yana Kudryavtseva, who won 13 world championships from 2013 to 2015, has retired from the sport aged 19. Kudryavtseva, who suffered a fracture while preparing for Rio Olympics, won a silver in all-around gymnastics at Rio. She also became the youngest rhythmic gymnast to win the World Championships, winning the all-around category in 2013 aged 15 years. 8-year-old Manipur boy breaks limbo skating world record Tiluck Keisam, an 8-year-old boy from Manipur, set a new world record in limbo skating in Delhi on Monday, for the farthest distance in limbo skating under bars. Tiluck covered 145 metres in 41 seconds with cones under bars, set at a height of 30 cm. Tiluck bettered his previous record of 116 metres in 31.87 seconds, set in 2015. Pankaj Advani wins Kolkata Open National Snooker Championship



www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in



Page | 40



Indian cueist Pankaj Advani won the 3rd Kolkata Open National Invitation Snooker Championship. The 16time world champion defeated Aditya Mehta 5-1, who won the previous two editions of the tournament in 2015 and 2016. Notably, this was Advani's maiden title win at the Kolkata Open. Snowboarding big air World Cup in Moscow The big air event of the 2016-17 Snowboard World Cup was held in Moscow on January 7 in sub-zero temperatures touching a low of -29°C. Big air in snowboarding consists of a competitor riding downhill on a snowboard performing complex tricks and jumps. The sport is set to make its Winter Olympics debut in PyeongChang in South Korea in 2018. China faces one-year ban from international weightlifting: China faces a one-year ban from international weightlifting competitions after three of its weightlifters failed doping retests and were stripped of their Olympic 2008 gold medals. The International Weightlifting Federation had announced in 2016 that countries with three or more athletes failing doping retests will be disqualified from all international competitions for a year. 65-year-old sets record at National Shooting Championship Nirmal Yadav, a 65-year-old woman shooter from Delhi, set a record at the recently-concluded National Shooting Championship in Pune. She shot 341/400 in the Veteran Women's 10-metre Air Pistol event to claim the national record in the category. Nirmal, wife of a former Major General, started shooting two years back and has won gold at a national championship last year. 2nd edition of Pro Wrestling League title won by Punjab Royals Punjab Royals came back twice from behind to defeat Haryana Hammers 5-4 in the final of the Pro Wrestling League in Delhi on Thursday and claim the title. Rio Olympics gold medalist and Punjab captain Vladimir Khinchegashvili defeated Haryana's Sandeep Tomar in one of the final bouts. Punjab were runners-up in the last edition of the tournament. Ronnie O'Sullivan makes a record of winning Masters title for the 7th time : British snooker professional Ronnie O'Sullivan sealed a world record seventh Masters title after registering a comeback victory over compatriot Joe Perry in London on Sunday. O'Sullivan has now surpassed Stephen Hendry's tally of six Masters trophies. "When I was younger I was just happy to win one, so to win seven, someone up there is looking after me", said O'Sullivan. World record set by Chinese man by wheeling 20.8 kilometres in 46 minutes: Chinese stunt driver Han Yue recently set the Guinness World Record for the 'fastest side wheelie lap of the Nürburgring Nordschleife in a car' by completing the lap in 45 minutes and 59.11 seconds. Driving a red Mini Cooper, Yue navigated 73 turns, spanning 20.8 kilometres, without letting the car's right wheels touch the ground. Country : China Capital: Beijing Currency: Renminbi President: Xi Jinping Japan gets its first sumo wrestling grand champion in 18 yrs Sumo wrestler Kisenosato became the first Japanese wrestler to be titled 'yokozuna', the sport's grand champion, in almost 18 years. The 30-year-old, who weighs 178 kilograms, became the sport's 72nd yokozuna and Japan's first after Wakanohana, who won the title in 1998. The sport had seen foreign sumo wrestlers getting crowned grand champions for the past few years. Country : Japan Capital : Tokyo Currency: Japanese yen Prime minister: Shinzō Abe Abul Hossain of Siliguri won Kolkata Marathon : Siliguri lad Abul Hossain won the Kolkata Marathon on Sunday with a timing of two hours, 34 minutes and two seconds. Kolkata lad Biswanath Pal was second, as he finished five minutes behind. Paritosh Roy came third with a timing of two hours, 52 minutes 48 seconds. www.ibpsguide.com www.ibpsguide.in www.sscexamguide.com mock.ibpsguide.in
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Sikkim's Mangali Tamang won the women's half marathon with a timing of one hour 31 minutes and 13 seconds. Meghalaya's Kyntimon Marwein finished second with a timing of One hour, 33 minutes, 04 seconds. State : West Bengal Capital : Kolkata Chief minister : Mamata Banerjee Governor : Keshari Nath Tripathi IMPORTANT DAYS January 1 January 4 January 9 January 10 January 12 January 15 January 23 January 24 January 25 January 26 January 26 January 27 January 30 January 30 January 30



Global Family Day World Braille Day Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (Non-resident Indian Day) World Hindi Day National Youth Day (Swami Vivekananda Birth Anniversary) National Army Day Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Birth Anniversary National Girl Child Day National Voters Day, National Tourism Day India's Republic Day International Customs Day International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaus World Leprosy Eradication Day (last Sunday of January), National Cleanliness Day, Martyrs Day, Mahatma Gandhi Death Anniversary



OBITUARIES Imtiaz Ahmed – Pakistan Cricket Player K V Pusa – NPCC President and Minister HS Mahadeva - Karnataka Cooperation and Sugar Minister John Berger - renowned art critic & author Om Puri - Bollywood renowned actor Abdul HalimJaffer Khan - Sitar Maestro Saral Deb - Former West Bengal Minister Mario Soares - Portugal former president Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani - Iran’s ex-President Roman Herzog - Former German president Clare Hollingworth - veteran British Journalist Surjit Singh Barnala - Former Punjab CM Geeta Sen - Renowned film actress Alexander Kadakin - Russian Ambassador to India John Hurt - Hollywood actor
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