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UPES NATIONAL TRIAL ADVOCACY COMPETITION



RULE BOOK



PART I: SCHEDULE 10 February, 2015: Last Date for registration by sending the soft copy of Registration form and DD 14 February, 2015: Last Date for receipt of Soft copy of Memorials 16 February, 2015: Last Date for the receipt of Hard Copy of Registration Form and DD. 18 February, 2015: Exchange of Memorials at 03:00pm 19 February, 2015: Preliminary Rounds 20 February, 2015: Quarter Final and Semi-Final 21 February, 2015: Final Rounds



PART II: GENERAL RULES A.1. Eligibility and Team Composition: 



This competition is open to all the students for participation who are enrolled for full time LLB programme.







All teams would be registered with a minimum of 2 members and a maximum of 4. There can be only 2 speakers and 2 researchers.
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The witnesses shall be provided by the college itself and in no case can there be any extra witnesses other than those provided designated as speakers.







The teams can also designate two members for prosecution and two for defence. In case of such an arrangement, the team will have to inform the Moot Court Committee prior to the event.



A.3. Team Codes Upon confirmation of participation, each team will be allotted a „Team Code‟. The teams shall refer to themselves during the competition using this code only. They shall otherwise not disclose their identity to anybody except as and when a member of the OC demands. A.4. Attire Participants should be appropriately attired for the rounds of the competition. The dress code for the speakers is recommended as advocate‟s robe. The researcher shall be in Black&White formals. A.5 Clarification to the problem Any team wishing to make a clarification to the problem may do so by email, listing their questions



in



a



„.doc‟



or



docx.



document.



The



email



has



to



be



sent



to



[email protected] The file name of the document containing the team‟s



questions should be the Team code.



PART III: COMPETITION RULES There shall be one preliminary round which will be followed by Quarterfinal, semifinals and final round. B.1. Preliminary Round 1.



In the preliminary round, each team shall be given a chance to argue at least one side



(either prosecution or defense) which will be subject to the allotment made by the OC.
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Qualification of team for the next round will be based on the aggregate marks of the



teams in the following manner: Written submissions 40% Oral Arguments (speaker 1 + speaker 2)60% Top 8 teams shall qualify for the next round. 3.



The participants shall submit the memorials of the opponent teams after the completion



of each round. 4.



Quarterfinals, Semifinals and finals will be knock-out rounds.



B.2. Recording of Evidence The team members are required to take notes of the questions and answers during chief / cross examinations.



PART IV: MEMORIAL RULES All teams must submit typed Memorials for both the sides fulfilling the following specifications: C.1. All teams shall submit Memorials from both sides (Plaintiffs and Defendants). C.2. The briefs shall be consistent with The Criminal Procedure Code 1973.(Revised) C.3. No amendment of the Memorials will be permitted after submission. C.4. The Memorials should be typed on „.doc‟ documents compatible with Microsoft Word 2003 (or higher) only. The page size should be A4; Font shall be „Times New Roman‟ throughout the document with font size 12 (including headings), 1.5 lines spacing & 1 Inch margin on each side; Footnotes shall be in „Times New Roman‟ with Font Size 10 and 1.0 spacing. The Participants may use uniform page borders. Page numbering should be on the top right side of each page. C.5. The Memorials shall use The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, (19th Edition) for formatting of all cited authorities. Page | 3



IGNITE ‟15



UPES NATIONAL TRIAL ADVOCACY „15



C.6. The Memorial must contain the following parts: 



The Table of contents.







The Index of authorities.







The Statement of jurisdiction.







The Statement of facts (should not exceed one page and submissions of an argumentative statement of facts would attract penalties).







The Statement of charges.







The Summary of arguments.







The Arguments advanced (should not exceed 15pages).







The Prayer.



C.7. Covers must be placed on briefs as follows: Prosecution: Pale Blue Color, Defense: Light Red Color. The cover page of Memorials must state the following: The cause title: Identity of brief as Prosecution or Defense. Identity of the teams shall not be revealed anywhere in the memorial. The code numbers allotted to the students during registration should be mentioned. Violation of this provision shall result in penalties including disqualification. The Administrator‟s decision shall be final. C.8.



Soft



copy



of



the



memorials



for



both



sides



must



be



mailed



to



[email protected] before 14th February, 2015 by putting the subject of the mail as “Memorial: ”. C.9. Five Copies each of the memorials for Prosecution & Defense must be submitted at the time of orientation and draw of lots for the teams selected for the rounds. C.10. Memorials should preferably be staple bound. Comb/spiral or any other form of binding will be considered improper. Kindly avoid plastic front sheets/separators.
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PART V: ORAL SUBMISSIONS D.1. General Rules a. Exhibits of the case are already submitted before the Honorable Court. b. The team is allowed to examine any number of witnesses as per their discretion out of the total witnesses in the problem. c. Teams may examine allor anyof the witnesses, within the time allotted to them. d. Teams should, before the commencement of a round, notify the court officers, as to which of the witnesses they would examine in the course of the trial. 



Preliminary Rounds



1. The problem may consist of more than 4 witnesses. The teams are allowed to choose any number of witnesses from the list of witnesses fromproblem on their discretion. 2. Each team will get a total of 50 minutes to present their case. Every minute of extra time will attract automatic penalties for the speaker crossing the limit. 3. The rounds would be divided among the following stages/sequence: Opening statement by the prosecution–5 minutes Opening statement by the defence–5minutes Examination in Chief by the prosecution–15 minutes Cross Examination by the defence–20minutes Examination in Chief by the defence–10 minutes Cross Examination by the prosecution–15minutes Closing statement by the prosecution–10 minutes Closing Statement by the defence–10minutes 4. Each of the speakers shall conduct either the chief or the cross-examination and deliver either the opening or closing statement. Therefore each speaker shall compulsorily conduct an examination and deliver either the opening or closing statement. The order of speakers and the examination and statements they would present, is to be intimated by the teams during registration and cannot be altered at any subsequent stage of the preliminary rounds.
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D.2. Scouting No member of any team will be permitted to hear the arguments in any court room in which that team is not one of the contesting teams whilst that team is still in the competition. The Organizers may take appropriate action, including disqualification from the competition, against any team found to be scouting through a team member or through any other means.



PART VI: SCORING Preliminary Rounds 



For the prelims, weightage shall be assigned to both the memorial marks and the aggregate score of both the speakers.







Memorials will carry 40% and the oral submissions will carry60% of evaluation.



Quarter Final,Semi Final& Final 



Shall be knock-out rounds and memorial marks shall not be considered.



Orals Parameters for judging, on a scale of 0–100 points are: a.



Knowledge of facts



b.



Logic, reasoning and clarity



c.



Persuasiveness & deference to court



d.



Proper, articulate and systematic analysis of the issues arising out of facts



e.



Understanding of the laws of evidence and procedure



f.



Ability to successfully conduct chief/cross examinations in allotted time



g.



Ability to elicit favorable facts from witnesses Page | 6
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h.



Ability to deal with unreceptive, argumentative or hostile witnesses



i.



Ingenuity (ability to argue by analogy from related aspects of law



j.



Court craft(court manners, court language and body language in the court)



Written Submissions (Memorials) a.



Any revisions, supplements or additions to the memorials after submission shall attracts



severe penalties subject to the discretion of the Administrator. b.



Parameters for judging on a scale of 0-100 points are 



Originality in analysis of issues







Logical progression of ideas & clear, precise and unambiguous writing style







Proper and articulate analysis of strengths and weakness of the case







Understanding of the legal principles directly applicable to the issues







Presentation of arguments with appropriate citations







Variety & depth of research (new points and unique interpretation of fact/law)



Awards Winner-Team Runners Up-Team Best Trial Advocate Best Memorial *The amount to be declared during the event PART VII: REGISTRATION a) The registration of the teams for the competition shall be strictly done on first come first serve basis. b) The teams shall submit duly completed registration form along with the demand draft in soft copy by sending the scanned copy of both at [email protected] on Page | 7
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or before 14th February 2015 by putting the subject of the mail as “Registration Form: ” and hard copy on or before 16th February, 2015 to the communication address mentioned in the rule book. c) All teams shall be given a team code by the committee after completion of registration. d) Thereafter, the teams shall use their designated team code for any further correspondence. e)



All the teams who have sent their completed registration form along with the demand draft shall arrive and verify the details in person at the Dehradun Campus on 18th February, 2015 not later than 2 pm.



i.



Draw of Lots The lots shall be drawn by the teams before the preliminary rounds, quarter final, & semifinal to decide the match-ups.



ii.



Maximum number of teams A maximum of 20 teams shall participate in the competition which may be increased at the sole discretion of the administrator.



iii.



Registration Fees



a) A nominal registration fee of Rs. 2500/- shall be charged from the teams of participating Universities/Colleges/Institutions. b) The registration fee must be submitted by a Demand Draft of any National Bank drawn in favour of “UPES FEE ACCOUNT” payable at Dehradun.



PART VIII: POWERS OF THE MOOT COURT ASSOCIATION The Moot Court Association has the power and sole discretion to a) Enforce all the competition Rules; b) Provide a definitive & final interpretation of the Competition Rules; c) Resolve any dispute that may arise during the Competition; d) Change or supplement the competition Rules, if necessary. Changes or supplements will be duly communicated to all participating teams; and
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e) Take appropriate action for any unethical, unprofessional and immoral conduct by any participant/ participating teams.



Dr. Tabrez Ahmad Chairman Moot Court Association [email protected] Dr. Mamta Rana Faculty Convenor Moot Court Association [email protected]



Aditya Prasad Palai Convenor Moot Court Association [email protected]



Harsha Laddha Co-convenor (Trial Advocacy) Moot Court Association [email protected] +919997008298.



Ms. Kavya Salim Faculty Co-Convenor Moot Court Association [email protected]



Nupur Priya Secretary Moot Court Association [email protected]



Harsh Krishnan Co-convenor (Trial Advocacy) Moot Court Association [email protected] +917417155258.



[email protected]



[email protected] Any clarifications regarding the competition can be sought from: [email protected] Harsha Laddha Co-convenor (Trial Advocacy) Moot Court Association Email id- [email protected] Phone no. +919997008298.
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