









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













GraceNotes



A publication for sharing God’s love 



He placed one scoop of clay upon another until a form lay lifeless on the ground. All of the Garden’s inhabitants paused to witness the event. Hawks hovered. Giraffes stretched. Trees bowed. Butterflies paused on petals and watched. “You will love me, nature,” God said. “I made you that way. You will obey me, universe. For you were designed to do so. You will reflect my glory, skies, for that is how you were created. But this one will be like me. This one will be able to choose.” All were silent as the Creator reached into himself and removed something yet unseen. A seed. “it’s called ‘choice.’ The seed of choice.” Creation stood in silence and gazed upon the lifeless form. An angel spoke, “But what if he ...” “What if he chooses not to love?” the Creator finished. “Come, I will show you.” Unbound by today, God and the angel walked into the realm of tomorrow. “There, see the fruit of the seed of choice, both the sweet and the bitter.” The angel gasped at what he saw. Spontaneous love. Voluntary



Imagine.....



devotion. Chosen tenderness. Never had he seen anything like these. He felt the love of the Adams. He heard the joy of Eve and her daughters. He saw the food and the burdens shared. He absorbed the kindness and marveled at the warmth. “Heaven has never seen such beauty, my Lord. Truly, this is your greatest creation.” “Ah, but you’ve only seen the sweet. Now witness the bitter.” A stench enveloped the pair. The angel turned in horror and proclaimed, “What is it?” The Creator spoke only one word: “Selfishness.” The angel stood speechless as they passed through centuries of repugnance. Never had he seen such filth. Rotten hearts. Ruptured promises. Forgotten loyalties. Children of the creation wandering blindly in lonely labyrinths. “This is the result of choice? the angel asked. “Yes.” “They will forget you?” “Yes.” “They will reject you?” “Yes.” They will never come back? “Some will. Most won’t.”
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“What will it take to make them listen?” The Creator walked on in time, further and further into the future, until he stood by a tree. A tree that would be fashioned into a cradle. Even then he could smell the hay that would surround him. With another step into the future, he paused before another tree. It stood alone, a stubborn ruler on a bald hill. The trunk was thick, and the wood was strong. Soon it would be cut. Soon it would be trimmed. Soon it would be mounted on the stony brow of another hill. And soon he would be hung on it. He felt the wood rub against a back he did not yet wear. “Will you go down there?” the angel asked. “I will.” “Is there no other way?” “There is not.” “Wouldn’t it be easier to not plant the seed? Wouldn’t it be easier to not give the choice?” “It would,” the Creator spoke slowly. “But to remove the choice is to remove the love.” He look around the hill and foresaw a scene. Three figures Con’t on ‘Singing His Praises’



The Pastor’s Pen Leadership . . . .



So you want to be a leader. Let’s talk about a book of the Bible that seems so out of place, “what is that doing in the Bible?” you may ask. How long has it been since you read the book of 3 John? It’s only one chapter, just 14 verses. And it seems to be a private letter, well, a note actually. There are no real Bible truths in it. What does that have to do with being a leader? Two types of leadership show up in this little book of 14 verses. The first is leadership the old fashioned way. It is leadership by example, by building a reputation for good, by standing up for right by quietly going about righteousness



even without payment or honor. The second type of leadership is leadership by manipulation, by innuendo, by dirty trick and by power. Two types of leadership. The first is servant leadership, it is doing unto others as you would have them do unto you; it is Christ’s method. The second is bare knuckled king of the hill walk over whomever I must to get to the top leadership; it is do unto others before they can do unto you. It is the devil’s method. Two people are singled out as leaders in the book of 3 John. Read the book with the thought of studying leadership. By doing



so we might realize why this insignificant little note from the Apostle John is worthy to be called scripture and used as a standard of Christian character by which people and later writings are to be judged. When the church represents servant leadership, the world is paying attention. When the church represents power and manipulation leadership, the church looks just like the world. How about 2011 being the year of servant leadership.



A Smile



A smile cost nothing, but gives so much. It enriches those who receive it, without making poorer those who give. It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever. None is so rich or mighty that he can get along without it, and none is so poor but that he can be made rich by it. A smile creates happiness in the home, fosters goodwill in business, and is the countersign of friendship. It brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, and it is nature’s best antidote for trouble. Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it is something that is of no value to anyone until it is given away. Some people are too tired to give you a smile. Give them one of yours, as none needs a smile so much as he who has no more to give. ~ BJ.Morbitzer Our purpose, by God’s grace, is to reflect His character in our community, to demonstrate a quality of life that attracts all to be reconciled to Him, and to present inspirational material in a manner that will encourage people to be loving, maturing disciples of Jesus Christ. First service begins at 8:15 am followed by Sabbath School at 9:30 each Saturday morning. Second service begins at 10:45 a.m. To find the church, travel about 1.5 miles east from I-26 on Hwy 280 (Airport Road). Our staff welcomes your comments and inquiries about the programs and ministries of the church. Regular church office hours are Monday-Thursday, 9:00-5:00, Friday 9:00-12:00. Gail Bremner, editor......................................................685-9915 Larry Cottrell, technical editor.......................................551-3887 Carla Butcher, reporter...................................................693-3396 Juanita Miles, reporter ................................................. 280-7162



Mary Beth Hagan, reporter........................................... 681-1774 Max Hammonds, reporter.............................................. 242-1100 Jim Hakes, senior pastor............................................... 272-0131 Church email [email protected]



inging His Praises Imagine....



(continued)



hung on three crosses. Arms spread. Heads fallen forward. They moaned with the wind. Men clad in soldier’s garb sat on the ground near the trio. They played games in the dirt and laughed. Men clad in religion stood off to one side. They smiled. Arrogant, cocky. They had protected God, they thought by killing this false one. Women clad in sorrow huddled at the foot of the hill. Speechless. Faces tear streaked. Eyes downward. One put her arm around another and tried to lead her away. She wouldn’t leave. “I will stay,” she said softly, “I will stay.” All heaven stood to fight. All nature rose to rescue. All eternity poised to protect. But the Creator gave no command. “It must be done...,” he said, and withdrew.



Prayer Requests



But as he stepped in time, he heard the cry that he would someday scream: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He wrenched at tomorrow’s agony. The angel spoke again. “It would be less painful...” The Creator interrupted softly. “But it wouldn’t be love.” They stepped into the Garden again. The Maker looked earnestly at the clay creation. A monsoon of love swelled up within him. He had died for the creation before he had made him. God’s form bent over the sculptured face and breathed. Dust stirred on the lips of the new one. The chest rose, cracking the red mud. The cheeks fleshened. A finger moved. And an eye opened. But more incredible than the moving of the flesh was the stirring of the spirit. Those who could see the unseen gasped.



Perhaps it was the wind who said it first. Perhaps what the star saw that moment is what has made it blink ever since. Maybe it was left to an angel to whisper it: “It looks like ... it appears to so much like ... it is him!” The angel wasn’t speaking of the face, the features, or the body. He was looking inside - at the soul. “It’s eternal!” gasped another. Within the man, God has placed a divine seed. A seed of his self. The God of might had created earth’s mightiest. The Creator had created, not a creature, but another creator. And the One who had chosen to love had created one who could love in return. Now it’s our choice. ~ Max Lucado - from In the Eye of the Storm “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us.”



Every Tuesday morning at 9:00 and evening at 6:30 we have an intercessory prayer meeting. If you have a prayer request, come pray with us or fill in the information below, cut out and send to: Arden SDA Church, 35 Airport Road, Arden, NC 28704, or E-mail your request to: [email protected]. Prayer Request: ________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ Name _____________________________________________ 



Please join us as we pray



Phone _____________________________________________



Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church 35 Airport Road Arden, North Carolina 28704 828-684-6700
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Change SERVICE REQUESTED



If you no longer wish to receive “Grace Notes” newsletter, or if your address has changed, please let us know!



GraceNotes Marriage Seminar Monday Evenings 7:00 ~ 8:30 pm January 24 - Constructive Conflict January 31 - Fastidious Forgiveness February 7 - Optimal Oneness Presenters:



N. Kim Cove, MS, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Pastor Tim Cove, MS, MA



Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church Community Life Center 35 Airport Road, Arden, NC For more information call: 828-684-6700



Family Ties An Urgent Appeal for your “Knee Power” If you were asked to name one of the most powerful chapters in the Bible, which one would you choose? Hands down, I would choose John 17; the chapter where Jesus Christ, our Savior, prays for Himself, His disciples, and finally, for all of us, His believers. I can’t think of a more powerful experience (prior to His death and resurrection) than our Lord getting down on His knees and asking His Father for help. Jesus recognized first hand how difficult it is to be a part of our humanity. He felt the struggles the disciples experienced daily. Equally, He feels our challenges and struggles too. We must learn from our Savior and come to Him when we face life’s challenges. If Jesus Himself, Son of the Only True God, got down on His knees to ask for His Father’s assistance, shouldn’t we do the same? It was during last month’s It Is Written Partnership weekend in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, that Jesus’ prayer came to my mind again. I sensed a strong need to pray to God and ask for His assistance on behalf of someone else. As most of you heard, It Is Written Speaker/Director Shawn Boonstra is battling a health crisis, so much so that he stepped down from his position. While most of us felt sad when we heard this news, it hardly compares to what Pastor Boonstra is facing. It’s my opinion that we should ‘put ourselves in Pastor Boonstra’s shoes’ for a minute and let’s really look at what he has had to give up as a result of his health. Many Seventh-day believers (myself included) consider Pastor Boonstra a ‘spiritual giant’; one of those rare individuals whose passion and work for Jesus Christ cannot be measured. He knows exactly what team he’s on and will stop at nothing to win the fight. His vision for It Is Written took him all over the world, places where you



and I wouldn’t ever consider going. It takes a great, spiritual leader to take our message of hope to the people of Rome, to the streets of the Vatican. I can’t think of any other pastor who was brave enough to attempt this one. Sure, there are many who may have thought about it, considered doing it, but only Pastor Boonstra actually went to preach to the modern-day Romans. (What New Testament preacher does that remind you of?) He fought the ‘Goliath challenge’ and won. Because of his ministry and his spiritual staff, many souls (140+ decisions for Christ as of December 2010) came to know Jesus like never before. It is easy ‘preaching to the choir,’ but much more difficult to change the congregation’s way of thinking. So we can all agree that Pastor Boonstra’s work in Rome was phenomenal. Even our newly elected General Conference President Ted N.C. Wilson stated that “It Is Written’s impact in Rome is hard to calculate,” and that “only when we get to heaven will we fully know its full impact.” He obviously recognizes Pastor Boonstra’s success, and rightfully so. Is it any wonder then, that the devil is attacking Pastor Boonstra’s health like never before? But it goes even deeper than that. Satan isn’t only attacking Pastor Boonstra’s health, but the ministry itself. He doesn’t want more pastors out there like Boonstra. We are already told that as a result of “The Road to Rome” (the official name of this particular evangelistic project) many SDA pastors throughout Italy feel ‘revived’ and encouraged to preach the gospel like never before. The ground work has been laid out; the audience is ready. Time is crucial. The year 2012 is almost



upon us. Although in our faith 2012 may not signify anything special, the rest of the world isn’t too sure. Many expect ‘something’ to happen in 2012. According to the Mayan “Long Count” calendar, December 21, 2012 marks the end of a 5,126-year era, which some interpret as the ‘end of the world’ as we know it. We may not all agree when the end is coming, but we all expect it to happen. So, yes, time is critical. Its time to get on our knees, use our “knee power” and pray for all our spiritual leaders, in particular, our spiritual giant, Pastor Boonstra. We need more praying troops for God. We need to beg God to heal our beloved pastor, our fearless crusader for It Is Written. We need to “turn the tide of unbelief and discouragement” (to quote Pastor Boonstra himself) and make the devil’s plans backfire. We need to keep sharing the Good News (is there any better?!?) and keep all our spiritual leaders in our prayers. We need to take the Sabbath truth to the world! We need to get on our knees and ask the Holy Spirit to fill us, bless us and use us as never before. I want to be the generation that sees Jesus’ coming, don’t you? Then get on your knees, ask for the power of the Holy Spirit (as Jesus did in John 17) and “light up the world” with the powerful message of Jesus’ return. While on your knees, don’t forget to lift up Pastor Boonstra in your communication with God. Beg Him to heal this “special man with a passion for winning souls.” Believe me; Pastor Boonstra’s work is not done. His next project is to take Jesus’ message to Las Vegas, aka “Sin City.” His goal is “one million guests at the evangelistic meetings.” I can’t think of a better person to accomplish this, can you? ~ Pen Braister-Sturgis



Unfinished Symphonies True Royalty A beggar lived near the king's palace. One day he saw a proclamation posted outside the palace gate. The king was giving a great dinner. Anyone dressed in royal garments was invited to the party. The beggar went on his way. He looked at the rags he was wearing and sighed. Surely only kings and their families wore royal robes, he thought. Slowly an idea crept into his mind. The audacity of it made him tremble. Would he dare? He made his way back to the palace. He approached the guard at the gate. "Please,sire, I would like to speak to the king." "Wait here," the guard replied. In a few minutes, he was back. "His majesty will see you," he said, and led the beggar in. "You wish to see me?" asked the king. "Yes, your majesty. I want so much to attend the banquet, but I have no royal robes to wear. Please, sir, if I may be so bold, may I have one of your old garments so that I, too, may come to the banquet?" The beggar shook so hard that he could not see the faint smile that was on the king's face. "You have been wise in coming to me," the king said. He called to



his son, the young prince. "Take this man to your room and array him in some of your clothes." The prince did as he was told and soon the beggar was standing before a mirror, clothed in garments that he had never dared hope for. "You are now eligible to attend the king's banquet tomorrow night," said the prince. "But even more important, you will never need any other clothes. These garments will last forever." The beggar dropped to his knees. "Oh, thank you," he cried. But as he started to leave, he looked back at his pile of dirty rags on the floor. He hesitated. What if the prince was wrong? What if he would need his old clothes again. Quickly he gathered them up. The banquet was far greater than he had ever imagined, but he could not enjoy himself as he should. He had made a small bundle of his old rags and it kept falling off his lap. The food was passed quickly and the beggar missed some of the greatest delicacies. Time proved that the prince was right. The clothes lasted forever. Still the poor beggar grew fonder and fonder of his old rags. As time passed people seemed



to forget the royal robes he was wearing. They saw only the little bundle of filthy rags that he clung to wherever he went. They even spoke of him as the old man with the rags. One day as he lay dying, the king visited him. The beggar saw the sad look on the king's face when he looked at the small bundle of rags by the bed. Suddenly the beggar remembered the prince's words and he realized that his bundle of rags had cost him a lifetime of true royalty. He wept bitterly at his folly. And the king wept with him. We have been invited into a royal family--the family of God. To feast at God's dinner table, all we have to do is shed our old rags and put on the "new clothes" of faith which is provided by God's Son, Jesus Christ. But we cannot hold onto our old rags. When we put our faith in Christ, we must let go of the sin in our life, and our old ways of living. Those things must be discarded if we are to experience true royalty and abundant life in Christ. "Behold, the old is passed away; the new has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17) ~ Author Unknown



Exercising? On My Knees?



Mike hobbled out to the curb to get his newspaper. He was careful how he bent over. He didn’t want to aggravate the pain in his left knee. As he carefully raised up, out of the corner of his eye he say Robert walking – or was he running? – down the sidewalk towards him. “Robert, where you goin’? to a fire?” “Nope. Just exercising,” Robert huffed as he approached his friend. Mike couldn’t believe what he was hearing. He knew Robert had bad osteoarthritis in his left hip, bad enough to be thinking about hip replacement surgery. “What? On that bad hip? Are you supposed to be exercising with arthritis?” “Yep. Doctor’s orders.” Robert paused in front of his friend and caught his breath. “But I thought you weren’t supposed to exercise if you had arthritis. Bad for the joint, you know. Bone rubbing on bone and all of that.” Mike rubbed his forehead, trying to understand. “Are you sure that’s what the doctor said – go out and run like the dogs were after you?” “Do you see me running?” Robert asked smartly. “No. Just walking at a good pace. Just lubricatin’ the ole hip joint like the physical therapist said.” Robert patted his



left hip in reassurance. “Lubricatin’ the hip?” “Yeah. The PT guy said that the lining of my hip joint needs to squeeze out more fluid into my joint, like a sponge. The fluid keeps my joint lubricated, keeps down the wear and tear, keeps things loosened up, too.” “Keeps things loosened up? But I thought . . . I mean the doctor told me . . .” Mike was searching his mind. What had the doctor told him 18 months ago? “Buddy, you need to get back and see your doctor again,” Robert said with a grin. “I’ll bet the doc didn’t say to lay around like a couch potato.” “No-o-o-o.” Now Mike was looking for an excuse. “In fact, I’ll bet the doc said to move your knee – it’s you left knee, right?” Mike nodded in agreement. “But it hurts when I move it like you’re doing.” “I’ll bet the doc said to exercise your knee gently – and gradually increase your exercise, didn’t he?” Robert grinned sheepishly. “Fact is, I was doin’ what you’re doin’ – takin’ my pain medicines and nursing my hip along, sitting in a chair, hardly movin’ it. And guess what, it was getting tighter and more painful.



I was takin’ more and more pain meds. So I went to see my doctor and he said, ‘Get off the couch and walk – carefully.’ Then he sent me to the physical therapist and he taught me how to walk carefully and gently. But he said to walk as well. So I’m walkin’ – not runnin’ – walkin’. “Know what? My hip’s gettin’ loose again – not so tight any more – and the pain is less. I don’t have to take so much pain medicine – and.” Robert jokingly poked Mike in the chest with his forefinger. “And – Doc says I may not have to have a total hip replacement – at least not right now. How’s them apples?” “You think I should be exercising my knee – like that?” Mike wasn’t quite convinced. “Buddy, what you don’t use, you lose. And I don’t plan on losing my hip joint, least not ‘til I have to.” Robert slapped his friend on the shoulder. “Well, I’m goin’ to get back to doctor’s orders,” he said as he stepped out and strode down the sidewalk. “And I’m goin’ to see my doc – see what he says. I don’t want to lose my knee either,” Mike called after him as he smacked himself on his bad knee and hobbled back into the house. ~ Dr. Max Hammonds, MD



Family Focus Francis Robbins is an Arden member who currently resides in the Cherry Springs Village, having moved there about six months ago. Actually, she has been part of our Arden church family for more than twenty years. Francis came here in 1988 with her retired pastor husband so that she could live close to her sister, Helen Metcalf, (Paul Metcalf’s mother) and their daughter Patti, married to Dr. Weiss, a dentist in Hendersonville. She and her husband met while students at Washington Missionary College - now Washington Adventist University - in the early 1940s. He was studying theology and she was an elementary education major. Interestingly, she and her husband worked in pastoral ministry with Pastor Joseph Dobias in New Jersey. Our pastor Dobias,(David) my husband was a little boy back then. Their work in ministry and teaching took them among other places including Maine, Tennessee,and Georgia, They retired in Georgia prior to moving to the Carolinas. Francis at some point left her teaching career and worked for 13 years in a doctor’s office as receptionist and bookkeeper. She and her husband were married just three months short of 50 years. She has been a widow for 16 years. Until recently, she has been living independently in her home in Mills River. She has three children, 8 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren! Francis loves to do needlework- anything from dollies to bedspreads, she has always liked to keep her fingers busy. She still loves reading and playing table games. Francis cannot get out to church any more, but she loves company from her family and church family. Her current address is Cherry Springs Village, room 19. Please call before going, you can leave a message at the 01Bruce McDowell 16 Carla Butcher 16 Beverly Dukes 01 Mitchell Hagan front desk and they will tell her. Visiting hours are 9 am to 8pm. 02 Lynnette Keating 17 Loren Davis ~ Cynthia Dobias 04 David Wold 19 Laurie McClanahan



February Birthdays



I cannot cause light; the most I can do is try to put myself in the path of its (His) beam. ~ Pilgrim at Tinker Creek



19 Karolyn Leonard 05 Shawn Camp 05 Kevin Borgersen 20 Jerry Sturgis 06 Opal Silva 20 Derek Schroer 22 Paul R. Metcalf 06 Travis Herbert 22 Jasmine Briggs 07 Ryan Parker 22 Kimberly Roth 07 Jeremy Myers 08 Mary Halterman 23 Anzhelika Saye 09 Ida Thurmond 23 Kristin Ingulfsen 10 Frances Robbins 24 Lorraine Petersen 24 Margaret Darnell 10 Larry Cottrell 24 Kaylee Truckenbrodt 10 Terry Cottrell 25 Dorothy Keppler 10 Beverly Collins 11 Philippe Studer 25 Alice Huskins 12 Eugen Tamas 25 Anthony Livingston 25 Edwiena Hinton 13 Gregory Park 13 Nicholas Robinson 26 Sharon Lewis 15 Sebert Robinson 27 Katherine Maxfield 15 Monte Williams 28 Nealon Vogel 15 Velma Smith



























[image: Imagine melodia.pdf]
Imagine melodia.pdf












[image: imagine - Law and Disorder Radio]
imagine - Law and Disorder Radio












[image: Activity Pack 1: Imagine]
Activity Pack 1: Imagine












[image: the imagine dragons.pdf]
the imagine dragons.pdf












[image: Imagine 2016.pdf]
Imagine 2016.pdf












[image: Activity Pack 1: Imagine]
Activity Pack 1: Imagine












[image: imagine a world without biosecurity.]
imagine a world without biosecurity.












[image: Imagine dragons night visions album]
Imagine dragons night visions album












[image: Imagine Dragons - Bleeding Out.pdf]
Imagine Dragons - Bleeding Out.pdf












[image: Descargar musica de imagine dragons battle cry]
Descargar musica de imagine dragons battle cry












[image: eBook Download Imagine Me Gone Full Online by ...]
eBook Download Imagine Me Gone Full Online by ...












[image: Read PDF Imagine By John Lennon]
Read PDF Imagine By John Lennon












[image: Download LMS IMAGINE LAB AMESIM R13 - MAGNiTUDE .pdf ...]
Download LMS IMAGINE LAB AMESIM R13 - MAGNiTUDE .pdf ...












[image: pdf-1476\imagine-nation-the-american-counterculture-of-the-1960s ...]
pdf-1476\imagine-nation-the-american-counterculture-of-the-1960s ...












[image: Activity Pack 1: Imagine Activity for Grades 3-5]
Activity Pack 1: Imagine Activity for Grades 3-5















Imagine.....
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