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Institutions of the Asia-Pacific: ASEAN, APEC and Beyond by Mark Beeson. Abingdon: Routledge, 2009. 131pp., £14.99, ISBN 978 0 415 46504 5 This addition to the Routledge ‘Global Institutions’ series provides a handy (just 100 pages of text) primer or refresher on the major multilateral institutions of the Asia-Pacific. For a ‘pocket-guide’type work, however, it is impressively comprehensive, both in terms of the ground covered in the text and, with 383 endnotes, its extensive referencing of the literature. The book provides ample substantive detail on each major institution, covers the major scholarly debates and sets out current research agendas. As such it is highly recommended as an introductory or supplementary text for courses on the Asia-Pacific, East Asian regionalism or multilateral institutions. The organisation of the chapters is intuitive and similarly module friendly. An introductory chapter on the history and identity of the Asia-Pacific sets the scene for four chapters dealing with the major institutions in turn, namely: ASEAN, APEC, ASEAN Plus Three (APT) and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). Each chapter follows a basic template detailing the origins, objectives, successes and failures and future prospects of each institution. A concluding chapter assesses the prospects for further institutionalisation in the Asia-Pacific by addressing the ability of existing institutions to deal with environmental challenges, leadership rivalries and potentially competing hegemonies in Japan and China. While declining US engagement and the Asian financial crisis may have put the brakes on regionalist projects in the wider Asia-Pacific (and marginalised APEC), they have also stimulated the growth of specifically East Asian institutions both in the economic and in the security spheres. The dynamics of this evolutionary process are well covered and Mark Beeson makes a strong case for the continuing relevance of East Asian, but not necessarily Asia-Pacific, regional institutions. Naturally with such a concise treatment there are inevitable omissions. For example, there is limited coverage of the motivations of Japan and China within the APT and ARF and the book highlights ASEAN's successes rather than the more ambiguous connection between the ‘ASEAN Way’ and the continuation of authoritarian practices in several of the ten member states. Coverage of ‘lesser’ regional institutions like the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and Six Party Talks and ‘Track II’ processes, and how these relate to the major institutions, is limited. Nonetheless, the book provides a useful reference written in a highly readable fashion by one of the foremost specialists on the region. It fulfils the remit of the series to provide accessible guides to the ‘history, structure and activities of key international organisations’ and as such is unequivocally recommended. Jonathan Sullivan (University of Nottingham). Political Studies Review 8 (1), 2010.
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