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International Geographical Union - Commission Geography of Governance & Department of Cultural Heritage, University of Salento, Italy



International Conference LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN THE NEW URBAN AGENDA University of Salento, Italy Lecce, 19 - 21 October 2017



GREENING THE AFRICAN CITY FOR SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT URBAN DEVELOPMENT: CHALLENGES OF GOVERNANCE IN MANGAUNG METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY, SOUTH AFRICA Tariro Kamuti Centre for Africa Studies, University of the Free State, South Africa ABSTRACT This paper attempts to explain the extent to which governance arrangements put in place to adopt greening strategies in Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality as an African city are effective towards sustainable and resilient urban development. There is a question that revolves around South African cities’ capacity to promote a level of economic growth that will match the much needed deepening of democracy. This comes from the observations that the country has a heavy burden of apartheid social backlogs as an emerging economy, even though it has a progressive constitution. There is pressure to deliver on living standards, education, health and other basic services to meet the demands of diverse stakeholders to transform the municipality. The basis of the study is therefore to explain the interactions, discourses, policy positions, and power relations of stakeholders in the governance of Mangaung. The study is guided by the theory of urban politics that enhances explanations of urban centres. In-depth interviews from stakeholders identified through stakeholder or institutional mapping and analysis, observations coupled with analysis of documentary evidence were used to generate data. Critical discourse analysis (which in this study also incorporates political discourse analysis) was the major analytical framework. A major highlight is that violent service delivery protests by previously disadvantaged residents deepen the challenges of greening the city to bring about transformation that support sustainable and resilient urban development in Mangaung. The study shows that political decisionmaking within council has a bearing on the developmental focus of the municipality which needs to be managed in an inclusive, transparent and accountable manner. Future studies need to focus on how to reduce polarisation and deepen participatory development within the urban area.
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democracy. This comes from the observations that the country has a heavy burden of apartheid social backlogs as an emerging economy, even though it has a progressive constitution. There is pressure to deliver on living standards, education, health and other basic services to meet the demands of diverse stakeholders to. 
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