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Invitation to participate in DEEEP global conference on “Building a Global Citizens Movement”, 11 November 2013, Johannesburg, South Africa
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Dear Civil Society Activist, It is our pleasure to invite you to the global conference “Building a Global Citizens Movement”. This two-day event, organised by DEEEP/CONCORD, CIVICUS and GCAP will bring together over 200 of the world’s most influential civil society members alongside individuals from grass-roots civil society protest movements. We believe that given your experience and work in citizen action, you would be able to bring a unique and valuable perspective to the conference. There is growing evidence that the current economic and political system cannot provide the solutions to ensure a sustainable future for our planet and humankind. There is a need for radical reform, from a system which favours growth, consumerism, bigger markets and increased competition, to one which puts the wellbeing of people and human rights at its core. Although many civil society organisations (CSOs) are working hard to achieve a fairer world, there is a need to reflect on the extent to which their work addresses the underlying structural causes of the world’s most pressing issues. Furthermore, citizens are mobilising themselves around the world and speaking out on issues of justice, rights and sustainability but these struggles are often geographically or thematically limited. The aim of this Global Conference is to link emancipatory struggles and the related activists, educators and campaigners, with the broader global citizen’s movement. This is an opportunity which is particularly important and timely given the on-going discussions in the role that citizens’ participation, democracy, human rights and accountability has to play in the post-2015 global development framework. The conference will address three urgent questions of our time: 1. What is our vision for the planet? 2. How can we link local people’s struggles to a global movement? 3. How can we reinvent approaches to emancipatory learning and take more people on this learning journey? During the conference we will together develop the “Johannesburg Declaration for the Establishment of a Global Citizens Movement”. If you would like to attend this important event, please follow this link for registration details. If required, you can apply for your travel and accommodation costs to be reimbursed. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee that every participant will have their costs reimbursed so we request that, if you require financial assistance, that you do not book a flight until we have confirmed that DEEEP is able to reimburse you. If you or your organisation can cover your flight and accommodations costs, then feel free to book your travel and accommodation at your leisure. th



Furthermore, the global conference is part of a wider programme of events for Civil Society Week running from 8 – th 15 November. Please consult the draft events programme on the DEEEP website before booking your flights. For more information on the conference, please click here or e-mail [email protected]. We do hope that you will be able to join us for the conference. In solidarity,



Dr. Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah Secretary General CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation



Joanna Maycock President CONCORD



Caitlin Blaser Director of Communications GCAP (Global Call to Action against Poverty)



DEEEP is co-funded by the European Union. The conference is supported by the Charles Leopold Mayer Foundation
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