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JACK REACHER one male one female



THE FILM UP TO THIS POINT (the two parts for this scene are boldfaced, italicized and underlined) In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a man drives a van into a parking garage across the Allegheny River from PNC Park and, after dropping a quarter into the meter, readies a sniper rifle. He takes aim and kills five people on the river’s North Shore Trail from long range before fleeing in the van. The police soon arrive at the scene of the murder, headed by Detective Emerson, and discover a shell casing as well as the quarter used to pay for parking. A fingerprint taken from the coin points to James Barr, a former U.S. Army sniper. When the police raid his house, they find the van, equipment for making bullets, the rifle in question, and Barr, fast asleep in his bed. During an interrogation by Emerson and the District Attorney, Alex Rodin, Barr is offered a choice between life in prison in exchange for a full confession or guaranteed death row, as Rodin has never failed to convict. Thinking Barr is going to confess when he takes the notepad, they are bewildered when he instead writes “Get Jack Reacher”. Jack Reacher is a drifter and former U.S. Army Military Police Corps officer. Reacher later arrives in Pittsburgh after seeing a news report about Barr and the shooting. Emerson and Rodin deny Reacher’s request to view the evidence but agree to let him see the suspect. Barr, as it turns out, was brutally attacked by fellow inmates while in police custody and is now in a coma. Reacher meets Barr’s defense attorney, counselor Helen Rodin, the District Attorney’s daughter, who's been saddled with the apparently hopeless task of saving Barr from the death penalty. Helen says she can arrange for Reacher to see the evidence if he will become her lead investigator. Reacher retorts that he is not interested in clearing Barr. He reveals that Barr had gone on a killing spree during his tour in Iraq but was not prosecuted because his victims were under investigation for major crimes — and the U.S. Army wants them forgotten. Reacher vowed that if Barr tried anything like this again, he would take him down. Reacher agrees to investigate if Helen visits the victims’ families to learn about the people murdered that day. Reacher goes to the crime scene and finds inconsistencies about this location, thinking that a trained shooter would have done the killings from the cover of the van on the nearby Fort Duquesne Bridge. After Helen reports her findings about the victims to Reacher, he suggests that the owner of a local construction company was the intended victim, with the killing of the other victims intended as a cover-up. After an apparently spurious bar fight, Reacher realizes that someone is attempting to strong-arm him into dropping his investigation. (Scene excerpt starts at 1h 5m of “Jack Reacher”.)



INT. HELEN’S OFFICE - NIGHT JACK It was such a great crime scene. No one stopped to think it might be too great. Not Emerson. Not your father. Not even Barr’s own defense attorney. But Barr knew I would. No matter how much I wanted it to be true. That’s why he asked for me. HELEN Wait. Are you suggesting... JACK James Barr is innocent. HELEN (looks at the evidence) You can see what this is, can’t you? You’ve got a case in your hands, maybe the last case you’ll ever have. And you’ll do anything not to hit the bottom of it. Helen.



JACK



HELEN You know, you never should have retired. JACK Look, listen. HELEN For all I know, you were standing at an intersection with a cardboard sign three days ago. And I hired you. Jesus, my father was right. JACK Helen. Helen.



HELEN It makes total sense now.



HELEN It’s the way you live, the way you move around. You’re just not cut out for the real world, are you? Helen.



JACK



HELEN Are you afraid you’ll end up like Barr? Is that what this is?



2. JACK Look out the window. HELEN No, I have work to do. And you need to leave.



JACK Just humor me. Okay.



Jack grabs her arm, towards the window. HELEN Let... Let go of me. JACK Would you tell me what you see? HELEN I see the same things I see every day. JACK Well, imagine you’ve never seen it. Imagine you’ve spent your whole life in other parts of the world being told every day you’re defending freedom. And finally decide you’ve had enough. Time to see what you’ve given up your whole life for. Maybe get some of that freedom for yourself. Look at the people. Now tell me which ones are free. Free from debt. Anxiety. Stress. Fear. Failure. Indignity. Betrayal. How many wish they were born knowing what they know now? Ask yourself, how many would do things the same way all over again? And how many would live their lives like me? Now look at the silver Audi across the street, the one that’s been following me all day. HELEN What does that prove? JACK Here’s the tag number. How long would it take you to run it? HELEN At this time of night? I don’t know. An hour? JACK Do it. Do it, and then I’ll leave.
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