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James M. Dow CURRICULUM VITAE James M. Dow Address: 45 Parade Place Apt. 6B Brooklyn, NY 11226 Web: jmatthiasdow.googlepages.com Email: [email protected] Phone: 646.942.2396 Education City University of New York, Graduate Center, Ph. D. in Philosophy, expected Spring 2010. University of Massachusetts, Boston, B.A., in Philosophy (with Honors) and English (with Honors), 2002. Areas of Specialization Philosophy of Mind Philosophy of Cognitive Science Kant Areas of Competence Philosophy of Language Epistemology History of Modern Philosophy Dissertation Abstract (Short Version) “The I Needs an Other” Committee: Jesse Prinz (Advisor), David Rosenthal, Barbara Montero My dissertation investigates the nature of self-consciousness. I argue that selfconsciousness depends upon consciousness of other individuals; the ability to ascribe experiences to oneself requires the ability to ascribe experiences to others like oneself (the Symmetry Thesis). My work connects historical and contemporary arguments for the Symmetry Thesis with the scientific study of the relationship between self and other in psychology and neuroscience. My argument provides a new account of mental state ascription— the Persons Theory that differs from the theory-theory and the simulation theory. The forms of interaction between subjects in joint perception, joint action and joint emotion are constitutive of the self-ascription of experiences. An implication of the Persons Theory is that self-ascription and other-ascription develop in tandem and involve interaction between persons.
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Teaching Experience (Full responsibility for all aspects of courses, including syllabus development, lectures, assignments and exams) Lecturer, Philosophy Department Brooklyn College, NY: 2005-Present “Existence, Knowledge and Values” (Writing Intensive Learning Community) Spring 2005, Fall 2005, Spring 2006, Fall 2006, Spring 2007, Fall 2009, Spring 2010 “Philosophy of Cognitive Science” Fall 2009 “Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence” Spring 2010 “Business Ethics” Fall 2006 Lecturer, Philosophy Department Drew University, Madison, NJ 2006-Present “Introduction to Metaphysics and Epistemology” Fall 2008, Spring 2009 “History of Ancient Philosophy” Fall 2006 “History of Modern Philosophy” Spring 2007, Spring 2009 “Senior Seminar in Contemporary Philosophy: On McDowell’s Mind and World” Fall 2007 “Philosophy of Language” Fall 2009 “Problems of Metaphysics” Spring 2010 Writing Fellow, Philosophy Department Brooklyn College, NY: 2007-2009 Philosophy Writing Resource Book: A Collection of Writing Pedagogy Handouts Leader of Faculty Workshops: “Responding to Student Writing” “Writing to Learn: Low-stakes Writing to Engage with Course Content” “Designing Writing Assignments” “Teaching Avoiding Plagiarism not Merely Avoiding Punishment” “Using Writing to Read Difficult Texts” Research Assistant to Michael Devitt and Saul Kripke, Philosophy Dept. CUNY Graduate Center, NY: 2003–2004



James M. Dow Professional Service Executive Committee, CUNY Graduate Center (2005-2007) Graduate Student Philosophy Conference, Reviewer Aurora Graduate Journal, Reviewer Consciousness Online, Reviewer Metapsychology Online, Reviewer Publications (Under review) “Shoegenstein on Self-Ascription, Immunity to Error and the I-asSubject” Presentations (2009) “Dissolving the Conceptual Problem of Other Minds: Self-Ascription, Symmetry and Person Perception” at Drew University, November 19 (2009) “Shoegenstein on Self-Ascription and Immunity to Error” at The Wittgenstein Workshop, at The New School for Social Research, October 29 (2009) “They are One Person, They are Two Alone: Self-Ascription, Identification and Person Perception” at Joint Attention at Bentley University, October 2 (2009) “Against Cognitive Descriptivism: Self-Ascription, Identification and the Subject Principle” at Perception, Action and Consciousness at University of South Alabama, September 26 (2009) “They are One Person, They are Two Alone: Self-Ascription, Identification and Person Perception” at The Cognitive Science Symposium, CUNY Graduate Center, September 25 (2009) “Just Doing What I Do: Expert Action, Reflection and Self-Ascription” at The Varieties of Experience Conference at the University of Glasgow, July 7–8 (2009) “Keeping Humpty Dumpty on the Wall: A Critique of Brandom’s Inferential Reliabilism” at The University of Waterloo Graduate Conference on Epistemology, April 30–May 1 (2008) “Self-Consciousness, Self-Activity and the Agency of the Thinking Subject” at The 3rd International Conference on Philosophy, June 2–5, Athens, Greece (2007) “Self-Consciousness Ain’t in the Head” at The Cognitive Science Symposium, CUNY Graduate Center, November 9 (2007) “Self-Consciousness Ain’t in the Head” at Cognition: Embodied, Embedded, Enactive, Extended, University of Central Florida, October 20–24
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James M. Dow Dissertation Abstract (Long Version) I argue that the ability to ascribe experiences to oneself requires the ability to ascribe experiences to other individuals like oneself (the Symmetry Thesis). Suppose a newborn infant were placed on a deserted island with no human or non-human animals. Further, suppose the infant— call him ‘Solo’— is able to survive, perceive, act in and think about his surroundings. If Solo stubs his toe on a rock, is he capable of selfconsciousness, meaning is he capable of thinking about himself and thinking "I feel a pain in my toe”? The argument of my dissertation aims to prove that he could not. The thesis is that creatures only possess self-consciousness if they have been conscious of other creatures like themselves. This interpersonal account of self-consciousness is meant to oppose a history of Cartesian Individualism about self-consciousness. In the introduction, I consider transcendental arguments for the Symmetry thesis, all of which conclude that the ability to ascribe mental states to others is constitutive of the ability to self-ascribe. The Symmetry Thesis is about a particular kind of self-consciousness— the self-ascription of experiences. I argue that self-ascription has to meet the generality constraint: if a subject is to be able to self-ascribe the experience “I am experiencing F,” then she must be able to ascribe experiential predicates, e.g., “b is F,” “c is F,” to arbitrarily distinguishable individuals. According to this generality constraint, therefore, in order to apply experiential predicates to oneself, one must be able to identify the subject of those experiences. However, this claim about self-identification challenges the traditional idea that self-ascription is immune to error through misidentification. I argue that there are theoretical reasons and empirical evidence that self-ascriptions are not immune to error through misidentification. Since self-ascription depends on self-identification, I contrast two possible views of self-identification. The Lockean view suggests that selfidentification involves an inner psychological sortal of oneself as a subject of perceptions, actions and emotions. I present 3 objections to the Lockean view and present a positive argument for the Persons Theory: what determines the identification of the subject of self-ascription is the recognition and acknowledgement of oneself as a person among persons. The Persons Theory provides us with a genuinely unique account of the relation between self and other which differs from traditional accounts of thought about other minds: the simulation theory and the theory-theory. In order to defend the Persons Theory, I turn to the application of that theory to joint engagement— joint perception, joint action and joint emotion— and illustrate its descriptive, explanatory and predictive success. I argue that joint engagement constitutes the self-ascription of experiences, and therefore I conclude that the Symmetry Thesis follows.
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