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613 E. 13th St, Pella



Phone: 641.628.4784



Fax: 641.628.6804



Pella Middle School Acclimating For the Future



Dates to Remember: 2/6



Iowa Assessments (a.m.)



2/7



Iowa Assessments (a.m.)



2/8



PD - 90 min Early Dismissal



2/9



Iowa Assessments (a.m.)



2/9



8th Grade HS Orientation 12:00 – 3:00



2/9



Meals From the Heartland 7th Grade (p.m.)



2/13 Excellence in Electives @ Pella HS 5:30 - 700 PM 2/14



2 Hour Early Dismissal



2/16



2 Hour Early Dismissal



2/17



No Classes



2/22



PD – 90 minute Early Dismissal



3/13 - 3/17 Spring Break



January-February 2017 The middle school team regularly thanks our parents and community for their unmatched support of what we are trying to get our learners to accomplish. Remember parents and guardians are the biggest variable in ensuring their child is successful in school and in life. The kids’ minds, bodies, and spirits are growing and continually changing. They are watching your every move, and they are modeling the way you respond to celebrations as well as trials and tribulations. You can support your students by listening when they want you to listen. Instead of thinking about what you want to say next, first validate what your child is saying and how he or she feels. Your child’s thoughts and feelings might often seem irrational. When I speak with middle school students, I continually remind myself their brains are not fully developed, and we cannot hold that against them! Talk to any middle school teacher, and I can guarantee they have had someone ask them how they can handle working with this age group. But I will tell you this – for our staff, it is a labor of love. We love this age group and see any complicated, irrational moment as opportunities to teach kids how to communicate, how to socialize, and simply how to be. What a blessing it is to join them and you in this endeavor of helping kids become great people!



Maximizing Life’s Opportunities for Every Child Page 1
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Student Accomplishments



The Pella Middle School 7th grade class gathered in the gym on Thursday, February 9, to assemble 20,000 meals for Meals from the Heartland. Hannah Nedder, 7th grade student in Mrs. (Kristin) Schulz's Social Studies class, wrote and received a $2000 grant from the Pella Community Foundation (PCF). The funds were put toward this project as a result of our annual 7th grade social studies "Go Make a Difference/Change the World" problem-solving task. Due to a matching $2000 Meals from the Heartland Youth Grant, and a small amount of the profits from the seventh grade students' concession stand and jersey sale business in Mrs. Schulz and Mrs. (Dana) Sadler’s classes, they were able to pay for the transportation and supplies for MftH, which allowed for 7th grade students and staff to participate in the event here at Pella Middle School. If you would like hear the story on KNIA/KRLS: http://kniakrls.com/2017/02/lets-talk-pella-meals-for-the-heartland-at-pella-middle-school/ Hannah is pictured here with Mrs. Kristin Schulz (left) and a PCF representative at Central College.



Left: All 7th grade students and staff during packaging. Above: Joel from Meals from the Heartland and students after packaging process. 2
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Student Accomplishments



Muscular Strength and Endurance From Left to Right. Ella Jahner, Hannah Tschetter, Sierrah Hilligas, and Ashley Hardin complete our newest mural. Mrs. (Andrea) Vanwyk has been splashing color all over our building with the support of students.



In physical education, students are currently in their climbing unit working on muscular strength and endurance. The photo above captures 7th grade students enjoying the climbing wall.



Pop Tabs for a Purpose 8th grade student Tyler Wilson initiated a collection of pop tabs that will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House at the end of the school year. What an excellent display of his character and citizenship!



You can be the Best, You can do the Best, or you can give it your Best Shot. 3
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Student Accomplishments



Pictured above Isaac Piersma and Nathan Nardini participating in Hoop It Up.



Kaci Brown and Winona Van Berkum display a life-size replica of their muscular and skeletal systems. Students in 7th grade science are learning how these systems are interdependent and work together for movement.



Brenda Versteeg, school nurse, entertained and educated the Health 2 students on several topics including bone, joint, and bleeding injuries as well as allergic reactions. The interactive discussion allowed students to learn how to properly help someone with a bleeding injury as well as responding to an allergic reaction. Mrs. Versteeg continues to provide our district with professionalism and genuine care.



O pportunity is missed by most because it is dressed in overalls and it looks like work. 4
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Student Accomplishments



PELLAdrenaline is the Middle School Show Choir, directed by Joe Tangen. This year’s theme is Colors.



WEAR RED Students and Staff help bring awareness to Cardiovascular Disease by wearing red to school on Friday, February 3.



At titude det ermines preparation, preparatio n determines outco me. 5



lorem ipsum dolor



issue, date



Student Accomplishments Legacy “We are each unique and beautiful, and together we are creating a Legacy”



This tree in our Learning Street represents a collaborative effort among the 8th grade Language Arts classes of Hazel Bogaard, Donna Boots, LuAnn DeHaan, and Jodi Knight with Amber Lyle and Mollie Groenendyke making the tree. The kids chose a color, traced their hands, and added names and details about themselves that classmates might not know. The goal is for students to understand that even though they all have differences, they still come together to create something bigger than themselves. This learning opportunity will also be the kick-off for the autobiography, as they will have some unique topics on which to write. The only time success com es before work is in t he dictionary.



Knights of Columbus Free Throw Winners



is in.



From left to right: Ayden Gordon, Ethan Bogaards, Ryan Mace, Faith Diers, and Reagan VanWyk.



There are no Victories at discount prices. 6
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Gymnasium Fundraiser



issue, date



We are excited to share we have raised nearly $8,000 of our $14,000 goal for a much needed gymnasium sound system upgrade. We continue to move closer and closer to our goal, and we have several partners that have offered to step in and support our endeavor. As a result, we are planning to upgrade the sound system this upcoming summer. We know an improvement will allow us to provide better sound quality for our spectators, students, and athletes. We will be offering a spring web store for our students, staff, and parents, and all the proceeds will go toward meeting our fundraiser goal. Thank you for your support!



URL: https://sportspageteam.itemorder.com Password: 04686 







Date Up: 2-13-17 Date Down: 2-26-17
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Our local Pella Hy Vee and store manager, Derrick Sparks, provided healthy snacks for our Middle School students and staff during Iowa Assessments. Plenty of fruit and granola bars were enjoyed and helped re-fuel students during their break from testing. Thank you to Hy Vee for their community support and generous donation!



Our local Pella Fareway and store manager, Joel Hermanson, provided healthy snacks for our Middle School students and staff on Thursday for Iowa Assessments. Thank you to Fareway for their community support and generous donation! It helped the students finish the grind!



8



lorem ipsum dolor



issue, date



8GP – Theme Announced Thank you, Rhonda Showman, for overseeing this year’s 8th Grade Party! This annual tradition will be held April 22nd, and it continues to be a success because of our supportive parents. I have also appreciated the efforts to make it an event focusing on the students in a less formal setting. Please consider playing a role this year; I wish to express my appreciation in advance for those willing to assist Rhonda with the planning and preparation of this event. If you would like to support the planning process, please contact Rhonda via email. Rhonda Showman: [email protected]



Counselor Connection This is an exciting yet busy time for 8th grade students as they prepare to make the transition to high school. Below are a number of important dates I would like to call to your attention. **January 30 - February 23 - 4-Year Plans -- Every 8th grade student in the state of Iowa is required to put together a 4-year plan. This year, we are utilizing a program called Kuder Navigator to assist with this process. Students will be completing inventories that assess their interests and strengths. Based upon their answers, they are directed to a variety of career clusters where they can explore programs of study (a.k.a. majors) and careers. They will utilize this information to develop high school 4-year plans. These plans are intended to get them thinking about options beyond high school and how they can best prepare themselves for those options now and in the upcoming years. The final step of the 4-year planning process is parent/guardian approval. A paper copy of your child’s 4-year plan must be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to Mrs. Pentico by Monday, February 27. I encourage you to have conversations with your children about their plans throughout this process. **Thursday, February 9 - 8th Grade Orientation -- Eighth grade students will spend the afternoon at the high school touring the building and learning more about elective class offerings. **Monday, February 13 - 8th Grade Parent Informational Meeting--A meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Pella High School Auditorium for parents/guardians of 8th grade students to discuss topics which may include student's 4-year plans, high school course information and options, registration, and graduation requirements, among many other things. Please make plans to attend this informative meeting. **Friday, February 24 - Registration -- Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Manning, Pella High School Counselors, will be at the middle school to demonstrate to 8th grade students the process of registering for high school classes, and students will begin registration. Deadline for completion of online registration has not yet been determined; however, students will have several days to think through their options and discuss them with parents/guardians. The 4-year planning process is also designed to aid in this process so many of these discussions and decisions will have taken place even before registration begins. If you have questions or concerns or you cannot attend a meeting and would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Sincerely, Anne Pentico
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Character Counts!



Character is what you show when no one is watching. 2016-2017 Approved District Calendar: http://www.pellaschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/2016-17_SchoolCalendar.pdf Middle School Specific Site: http://www.pellaschools.org/schools/middle-school/ Middle School Handbook: https://docs.google.com/document/d/11sbdnoekXycEhaCmud0jfVtG3MQLNqjrFWv29sFkJik /edit Middle School Band: https://sites.google.com/a/pella.k12.ia.us/middle-school-band/ Pella 1:1 Handbook: https://docs.google.com/a/pella.k12.ia.us/document/d/1QyO3_S4OmTFuauYwSz6IXl5SsjYh 68y-h9K8qZ6M5VM/edit Pella Digital Learning Environment (DLE) Link: http://pcsd-dle.blogspot.com/
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