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insidetime the National Newspaper for Prisoners



A ‘not for profit’ publication / Circulation 46,000 (monthly) / Issue No. 115 / January 2009



HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS 60 page issue including an 8 page Poetry Supplement plus Koestler 2009 entry form



Warning from America: reject the big idea in 2009 Building American-style Titan prisons to warehouse thousands of prisoners could seriously undermine the ability of the justice system to cut crime by reforming offenders and instead set England and Wales on the fast-track to copying the damaging and discredited US prison system, a leading US civil rights lawyer warned when he addressed the Prison Reform Trust 2008 Annual Lecture. imprisonment in the US and vowed it would not be repeated here. The Prison Reform Trust believes we have nothing to be complacent about and asks: ‘as the recession bites, can we afford to spend 2.5% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on the criminal justice system - a higher per capita level than in any other EU country or the USA?’ As a proportion of our population, we already hold more people in privately run prisons than is the case in the United States. Black and minority ethnic groups are massively over-represented in prison here and in the USA. rofessor Bryan Stevenson’s lecture, Warning from America: the social and economic impact of overincarceration and how to avoid it, is a direct challenge to Justice Secretary Jack Straw who has in the past criticised over-



P



Professor Stevenson (pictured) highlighted the unjustified and counter-productive use of prison for petty offenders, children, the mentally ill and addicts in need of treatment as the main cause of the US system’s current problems and the UK’s ever-



increasing prison population. He argued that the UK must not repeat the American mistake of dealing with the symptoms rather than the causes of prison overcrowding; and added that if large, American-style prisons are built in England and Wales then that would, in effect, signal the end of the government’s desire for prisons to reform offenders. Instead these prisons would become giant warehouses from which large numbers of offenders are released ready to offend again. In his lecture, Professor Stevenson also talked about his experiences representing young, poor and marginalised prisoners, some of whom are as young as 13 years-old and facing life sentences without hope of parole. In April 2008, as reported in Inside Time, a US think-tank concluded that harsher



sentencing and growing prison numbers were ‘saddling cash-strapped States with soaring costs they can ill afford, and failing to have a clear impact either on recidivism or overall crime’. Professor Stevenson argued that investing just a fraction of these resources in communities in order to treat the mentally ill and break drug and alcohol addictions would produce better outcomes in terms of preventing reoffending and cutting crime. ‘The US has made serious mistakes with its criminal justice policy over the last 35 years; the UK should learn from these mistakes, reject the idea of Titan prisons and pursue cost-effective, humane and responsible strategies that avoid mass incarceration and inspire hopefulness rather than the inevitability of imprisonment which has so devastated many American communities’, he said.



Two role models to watch in the year ahead ... Barack Obama, the first black President of the United States of America, and Lewis Hamilton, the first black Formula One World Champion. Obama’s parents separated when he was 2 years-old and he was brought up during his teenage years by a devoted grandmother. Hamilton’s parents separated when he was also 2 years-old and he was brought up during his teenage years by a devoted father.



The Week



Koestler 2008 - The Man, The Race by M House - HMP Littelhey



PRISON LAW SPECIALISTS



CRIMINAL DEFENCE SPECIALISTS Serious & complex Crown Court cases Court of Appeal cases Applications to the Criminal Cases Review Commission Confiscation & Proceeds of Crime Act Proceedings Members of the VHCC Panel



IPP and Extended Sentences Parole Board Reviews Categorisation including Cat A Prison Discipline & Adjudications Judicial Review & Human Rights Cases



Carter Moore Solicitors



Contact Criminal Defence & Appeals Jeremy Moore Prison Law Lynne Williams



13 St John Street Manchester M3 4DQ



Tel:



08458 73 73 33



All Lifer Reviews Licence Recall & Reviews HDC Applications Sentence Calculation Jeremy Moore represented Barry George who was recently released after the successful appeal
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a voice for prisoners since 1990 the national newspaper for prisoners published by Inside Time Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of New Bridge, a charity founded in 1956 to create links between the offender and the community. Registered Office: 27a Medway Street, London SW1P 2BD
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The Editorial Team



If you would like to contribute to Mailbag, please send your letters to ‘Mailbag’, Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ.



.............................................................................................



Islam not the religion of hatred



MARTIN ROBERTS - HMP LIVERPOOL



.....................................................



Stop giving ultimatums I have been a practicing Buddhist for three years and benefit greatly from weekly meditations. A fellow prisoner who has been attending Buddhist services for quite a while was recently informed that because he is a registered Catholic, he had to choose between the Buddhist service and Catholic service. When he stated to the head of Chaplaincy that he didn’t want to choose, he was told he couldn’t attend both sessions of worship. This is not the first instance; last year a Jewish prisoner who was also a Spiritualist was forced to choose. I completely disagree with this attitude and find it utterly unacceptable. Meditation is scientifically proven to have numerous health benefits including reducing blood pressure, stress levels and anxiety. And if we are getting into semantics, the Buddhist service is not an ‘act of worship’. We admire the Buddha as a brilliant teacher and seek to emulate him. You may admire Wordsworth as a poet but I doubt many people worship him! Joking aside, if people wish to enhance their faith through meditation they should be encouraged to do so, not given ultimatums.



The Parole Board’s domain ............................................................................................................ MR D McDONNELL - DIRECTOR, HMP WOLDS I refer to the article 'Making it up as they go along' featured on page two of your December 2008 issue, written by a prisoner at HMP Wolds. I cannot give as detailed a reply as I would like because under the CJA 1991 chapter 53, 91-(1) I cannot disclose information about a particular prisoner and he would not want other people to know his individual circumstances. However, I have every confidence in my staff who prepare and send reports to the Parole Board. We do not ‘make it up as we go along’; we have a very good record for getting complete dossiers to the Parole Board on time. We are not perfect but better than most comparable prisons.



Rachel Billington Novelist and Journalist



John Bowers Writer and former prisoner



Eric McGraw Author and Managing Editor



John Roberts Operations Director and Company Secretary



Correspondence Inside Time, P.O.Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ. 01489 795945 01489 786495 [email protected] www.insidetime.org If you wish to reproduce or publish any of the content from any issue of Inside Time, you should first contact us and obtain our written permission. Full terms & conditions can be found on www.insidetime.org



Subscribe Inside Time is distributed free of charge throughout the UK prison estate. It is available to other readers via a postal subscription service. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION CHARGES £25.00 (inc vat) Companies, organisations and individuals with taxable earnings. £15.00 (inc vat) Registered Charities, volunteers and individuals without taxable earnings. For postal addresses outside of the UK please add £10 to the appropriate subscription rate to cover the additional postage costs. To subscribe call us or go to www.insidetime.org, pay by cheque/postal order or credit card over the telephone.
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The release of lifers on licence or recategorisation to security level D in open conditions is a matter for the Parole Board not the prison. When Director General Phil Wheatley visited Wolds, these concerns were brought to his attention by prisoners he saw. I do not know what he said to them, as he walked around the prison on his own. But he did discuss these matters with me and we concluded they are areas we have (quite rightly) no control over, it is in the Parole Board's domain.



NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED As an adherent of Islam, and a devout Muslim, I am seriously worried about the spread of extremism within the prison system. Firstly, because it presents a serious threat to the peaceful coexistence of Muslims and nonMuslims within the prison system; there have already been several bloody fights between Muslims and non Muslims which have seriously undermined good relationships between the two communities. Secondly, it is defaming the good religion of Islam. Extremists are targeting uneducated or criminal minded prisoners and the recruits are being filled with hatred against non-Muslims and deceived into believing they are converting to Islam. It is the duty of all true Muslims to expose the propaganda, lies and hypocrisy of extremists in order to protect the religion from being further defamed and to guide those who have already been misled by extremists. I believe that a lot of them would reconsider their position if they could see through the lies and hypocrisy. I believe this is the only way to curb the spread of extremism and hatred, and save many innocent lives in future. Time and again we have been informed by the media that extremist preachers teach their followers that killing any non-Muslim, especially Jews, is permissible and duly rewarded with a place in paradise. They also teach that participation in fighting (Jihad) against non-Muslims is compulsory. It is an historical fact that the Prophet Muhammad lived with Christians, Jews and idol worshipers almost all his life but he didn’t fight or kill them - except in a war. Moreover, prior to every battle, under the Prophet’s strict instructions, Muslims were ordered not to kill women, children, the elderly, non-combatants, fleeing soldiers, those who surrendered and not to destroy property. Do the new converts ever ponder that preachers like Abu Hamza and Omar Bakri never send their own children to fight or carry out ‘martyrdom operations’ yet consistently urge others to. Do not be misled by uneducated and unqualified preachers who do not practise what they preach; who tell their followers to live like the Prophet - who lived an extremely austere life - while they run after all the luxuries of this world and tell their followers to be martyrs; yet they are scared of death. Islam is not the religion of hatred, whereas these so-called ‘leaders’ do not preach anything except hatred.



B L AV O & C O 0207 025 2020 (24hrs) 19 John Street LONDON WC1N 2DL Prison Law experts in: ‡Adjudications ‡ IPP ‡ Parole ‡ Recall ‡ Lifer Reviews ‡ HDC ‡ Categorisation



We also have specialists in: ‡ Crime ‡Serious Fraud ‡ Extradition ‡ Immigration ‡ Judicial Review ‡ Housing ‡ Family ‡ Mental Health Law ‡ Employment ‡ Welfare Benefits
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If you would like to contribute to Mailbag, please send your letters to ‘Mailbag’, Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ.



A vote for prisoners Star Letter of the Month ..................................................... .................................................................................................................................... Congratulations to Malcolm Tweeddale who wins our £25 cash prize for this month’s Star Letter.



CHRIS STACEY - UNLOCK After reading the piece by John Hirst regarding votes for prisoners in the December issue of Inside Time, UNLOCK thought we would inform your readers of the current situation.



Poetic licence .....................................................



UNLOCK & the Prison Reform Trust wrote a joint letter to Justice Secretary Jack Straw and we have since received the following from Mr Straw outlining the situation, which we consider of direct relevance to the whole prison population:



I made it quite brief Explaining my grief With all the relevant facts I knew.



MALCOLM TWEEDDALE - HMP HEWELL



I really don’t mean to have a poke, But the waiting is becoming a joke! After all, who am I to question why Such rights are being revoked?



I put in a formal complaint regarding the late delay in my mail being delivered and not having received anything by way of a response. My complaint was that my letters were coming to me almost two weeks after they had entered the jail.



I know one shouldn’t really hate Especially when situations irate; So here’s what I’ll do Quit the bothering of you And withdraw my ‘formal complaint’ …



So I tried an alternative method of communicating my grievance … a poem. To my surprise, I got a response within one day! The complaint system is a joke and sad to say, poetic communication obviously gets you a quick result but it merely makes a situation light-hearted, but in reality it is a mockery of the formal complaints system. ‘FORMAL COMPLAINT’ Personal mail was arriving quite late, So I put in a formal complaint, I got a reply, which was a blatant lie, Telling me of a ‘response by’ date … Now that has slowly gone by, But no explanation catches my eye! I thought I did the right thing By putting that formal app. in, Yet still no reason why? I read the form through and through, So I clearly knew what to do,



PRISON’S RESPONSE … Having considered your prose It’s as clear as your nose Some of your lines don’t meter But alas, I digress There’s more to address To make communication sweeter. Always try and refrain From causing disdain When composing your poetic reply In stating concerns Steer away from terms Such as ‘which was a blatant lie’. Now before I close My reply to your prose I note you’ve withdrawn your request Your opinions you’ve floated Your views have been noted This matter can be put to rest. Officer M Brennan



Profiteering? .................................................................................................................. JOHN CHAMBERS - HMP WAKEFIELD We are told the reason prisoners are charged £1 per week rental for in-cell TVs is so they can be replaced for the hire of DVDs and a licence. This prison collects approximately £45,000 for 52 weeks, so how do they justify what I consider to be profiteering?



➜ The National Offender Management Service writes: Advice has been sought from Safer Custody and Offender Policy Group who provide the following in response to Mr Chambers’ letter: “The revenue from the rental of televisions is collected centrally and is not available for establishments to use locally. The revenue is used to fund new and replacement sets and is also being used to fund the estate wide switch over to digital television from analogue”.



‘You have expressed concerns about the UK Government’s delayed response to the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) judgment in the case of Hirst v UK (No 2) in October 2005. As you will no doubt be aware, the first stage of the Government’s two-part consultation exercise on extending voting rights to convicted prisoners concluded in March 2007. There has been a delay to the timetable originally envisaged for the conduct of that consultation. The Government takes its duties concerning judgments of the ECtHR seriously. It has an excellent record in this regard. But, as the Court itself acknowledged, there is ‘a wide margin of appreciation’ for states in how to approach this issue. We have to take account of the wide spectrum of opinion within the UK, together with the considerable practical implications for the courts, prison authorities and the conduct of elections. We must arrive at a solution that respects the judgment of the Court while fitting appropriately within the traditions of the UK. The Government intends to publish the results of the first stage of the consultation on prisoners’ voting rights in tandem with the launching of the second stage consultation paper. The Government’s position remains clear; it is committed to carrying out this second, more detailed public consultation, to which people holding all shades of opinion, including those who work with offenders on a professional basis, are invited to respond. Following the closure of this stage, the Government will make its final recommendations to Parliament’.
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The Rt Hon Jack Straw MP Secretary of State for Justice



Specialist Prison Law Solicitors



0151 549 4120



Mailbag



‡ Lifers and Adjudications ‡ Mandatory Life Sentence Review ‡ Judicial Review ‡ H u m a n R i g h ts I s s u e s



Nationwide Service



Immediate visit, advice & representation, call or write: Angela or George
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(24hrs)



Gans & Co Solicitors, 214 - 216 Rye Lane, Peckham, London SE15 4NL
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If you would like to contribute to Mailbag, please send your letters to ‘Mailbag’, Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ.



Photocopying arrangements ..................................................................................... HOWARD WOODIN - HMP DOVEGATE I write regarding prisoners copying legal documents. At most establishments in which I have resided, such as Winchester, Gartree, Kingston, Nottingham, Parkhurst and Albany, they expect us to give legal documents into the office to be copied; with a cash disbursement form to agree payment of 10p per copy; then let staff have the legal documents in their possession for up to a week. I raised an application on this subject at Albany in July 2008 but never received a response; however whilst at Kingston I got confirmation from PSHQ that prisoners can supply the paper instead of being charged 10p per copy, therefore enlightenment on this issue would very much be appreciated.



➜ The National Offender Management Service writes: PSO 1000, National Security Framework, says local procedures for photocopying on behalf of a prisoner must have provisions for the handling of legally privileged documents. Where a prisoner is represented, the solicitors or legal advisers should be required to copy papers on behalf of the prisoner. The price charged per copy when prisoners choose to have documents copied in prison is a local matter for the governor to decide, based on the administrative cost of providing this service. Legal documents given to staff for copying are not delayed and are properly sealed and returned to prisoners in line with procedures. Prisoners are not permitted to supply copy paper instead of paying 10p. Under the National Security Framework, prisoners who are litigants may make arrangements for legal papers to be posted to relatives or friends or handed over at visits, or sent out to a photocopying bureau. Photocopying is at the prisoner’s own expense.



............................................................................................................... BRIAN McGUINESS - HMP STAFFORD On enquiring in the library here at Stafford, I was informed that I would have to pay 10 pence per sheet for copies of Prison Service Orders. Is this correct? Is it legal?



➜ The National Offender Management Service writes: The National Offender Management Service must ensure that prisoners are able to access PSOs, which are not restricted. At Stafford, as with many other prisons, this is achieved by the provision of copies of these documents in the library. This allows access for prisoners to refer to PSOs for reference, although if they wish to obtain their own copy a charge may be incurred. Stafford has set the rate for this at 10 pence per sheet, which is consistent with the charge levied for additional offender assessment reports. In light of the difficulties that Mr McGuiness has highlighted, a member of the management team at Stafford will be making contact with him to discuss whether alternative arrangements can be agreed.



Views expressed in Inside Time are those of the authors and not necessarily representative of those held by Inside Time or the New Bridge Foundation.
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Gender discrimination at judicial level ..................................................................................... NAME SUPPLIED - HMP ALBANY I find myself compelled to write regarding an item in the Daily Mirror. Mrs Sharon Edwards from Teeside was given a twelve-month sentence suspended for two years and ordered to register as a sex offender. She admitted sexual activity with a child and offering to supply class ‘A’ drugs. The judge’s opinion was that she had been ‘seduced’ by the teenager, adding that when it happened she had been a ‘very unhappy lady’ for some considerable time. Edwards also offered to buy the teenager cocaine. Needless to say, along with many other people, I was appalled by this pathetic and totally unjust sentence. What happened to ethics and equality? A law was passed for equal rights, yet it clearly doesn’t count in a courtroom with female sex offenders. As the victim’s mother said, “I just cannot believe it; if this was a man he would have been jailed.” Indeed he would, and if it had been a man he would probably have got seven years, possibly IPP, ordered to sign the sex offenders’ register for life and forced to do offender behaviour courses. Whereas she is a free woman providing she stays out of trouble for two years and will only be on the register for three years. Yet as she isn’t doing any courses, isn’t she deemed a danger to the community? Not forgetting that she offered a 14 year-old class ‘A’ drugs. In my opinion that makes her a dealer. Will the police and social services be involved over the safety of her own children? What is the likelihood of a friend or new neighbour asking the police to do a sex offender check on a single parent? This is gender discrimination at judicial level and there are thousands of prisoners inside for lesser crimes and greater sentences who doubtless would agree.



Oozing duplicity



Child protection?



.....................................................



.....................................................



ALLAN BENNETT - HMP WAKEFIELD



GAVIN BARR - HMP PETERBOROUGH



I write in support of David Ferguson's excellent letter in your November issue entitled Offensive Stigma. A letter to me from Prisons Minister David Hanson through my MP quotes … “Prison staff are expected to treat prisoners with dignity and respect and for this reason the term 'prisoner' should be used in preference to the term 'inmate'. No instructions have been issued requiring them to use the term 'offender' to refer to prisoners, although I consider that for convicted prisoners the term is not inappropriate”.



It was with great interest that I read the front page item in your November issue relating to the incarceration of 10–14 year-olds in secure institutions; some of the highest numbers on the planet. For the fifth richest nation, this is not only unacceptable but downright disgraceful. Virtually every day we are bombarded by current affairs and news programmes harping on about ‘child protection’ and children’s rights, yet scratch under the surface and you will discover that many kids are treated appallingly.



It is difficult to comprehend that the minister expects the term 'prisoner' to be used in preference to terms such as 'inmate' and yet considers the term 'offender' not inappropriate. The statement oozes duplicity and leaves the way clear for the abuse to continue. Using 'offender' is deeply offensive, demeaning and disrespectful. Not only does it make a mockery of the prison service's policy of care and respect, it also contravenes Article 1 of the European Charter of Human Rights. Clearly the prison service is unable to understand the detrimental effects of labelling and the ultimate effect it can have on the abysmally high re-offending rate.



We’ve never had a proper revolution in this country and we have a tiny percentage of the population retaining the vast majority of the nation’s wealth; leaving the rest of us to fight for the scraps. This affects children profoundly. Willy Russell’s ‘Blood Brothers’ provides a poignant and relevant analogy. Remember, it wasn’t that long ago we sent little boys up chimneys and down mines. Two hundred years ago, ten year-old boys were hanged for stealing a loaf of bread. Nowadays, everyone seems to be on some kind of self-righteous crusade, taking the moral high ground and shouting from the rooftops about children’s rights. Yet beyond the virtual glitz of TV land, very little has changed. Children are treated with impunity and your published figures speak volumes. Shame on you judges, politicians and magistrates; ten year-old children should not be locked up. We think we are such an enlightened lot, but the reality is that we have so much to learn.



In 1922, the POA objected to the term 'warder', believing that, as a professional body, 'officer' was more appropriate. Today the term 'officer' remains, so does the 1922 professionalism. Offensive language page 28



Julian Young & Co
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PRISON LAW including Adjudications, Parole Board and Oral Hearings and



CRIMINAL DEFENCE & APPEALS Nationwide Service For a prompt friendly response C o n ta c t J u d y R a m j e e t a t : JULIAN YOUNG & CO 57 Duke Street Mayfair London W1K 5NR



0207 4932211



Ross SR Samuel Solicitors Criminal Defence and Prison Law Specialists ‡ Licence & Parole Issues ‡ Categorisation ‡ Recall to Custody ‡ Ajudications ‡ Tariff & Judicial Review For Immediate Visit, Clear Advice and Effective Representation, write or call, Pedro Kika at:



Samuel Ross Solicitors 253 Camberwell New Road London SE5 0TH



0207 701 4664 N AT I O N W I D E C O V E R A G E
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..................................................... ANDIE RILEY - HMP SUDBURY I write following the first canteen sheet received from DHL following the end of the Aramark contract to supply prison canteens, and whilst I’m pretty certain you will have received a sack full of letters about this subject, I’d like to point out one or two problems with the new system here at Sudbury.



CHRIS RADLO - HMP ALTCOURSE



I openly admit that I am not the world’s best cook, but I would find it difficult to murder food in this way and it would indeed take a special effort. However, the preparation of prison food is one thing, there is also the delivery. As everyone knows, prisoners working on the servery somehow get it into their heads that they are a special breed; a cross between prisoner and prison officer. On arrival at the servery you will be interrogated by a line of inmates (sorry about the political incorrectness) whose sole purpose is to ensure that anything remotely edible finds its way to their cells. A brief examination of any servery wallah’s cell will establish, without the need for formal education, that his principal talent lives in the field of warehousing and that he possesses immunity from excess kit removal by staff.



I would like to reply to James Proctor’s letter published in your November issue regarding the fascinating discipline of prison catering or, as I prefer to call it, ‘punishment on plates’.



So yes James, I do tend to concur that a revision of the catering arrangements in prisons wouldn’t go amiss, but I for one wouldn’t hold my breath. Bon Appetit!



We were advised that prices would be in line with high street stores such as Budgen & Somerfield, and checked to ensure they are competitive. The reality seems to mean wholesale raises in the cost of a lot of items; for instance



I simply cannot list everything that has gone up, as you will not have sufficient space. The general feeling here at Sudbury is that DHL and Booker are simply profiteering from a captive (sorry) clientele. I fully appreciate that whoever supplies the UK prison population has a virtual monopoly, be it phones or canteen items, but with the cost of food in the real world actually going down as inflation grinds to a halt, why are we being charged more for our (limited) choice of food when we have less to pay for it than ever? It’s an absolute joke that in this day and age there is no way for a prison to source a canteen supplier locally that would better benefit both the local economy, provide work for inmates and be affordable to those who need to use it every week.



A light in the darkness



..................................................... KEVIN SMITH - HMP WAKEFIELD This note isn’t a plea; or to seek information; or for a good old moan about staff or conditions; or advice; or to vent a little steam; however it is to show appreciation on behalf of so many prisoners to all at Inside Time for words of comfort, information, and for being there to listen when we prisoners need an ear; for fighting our corner without seeking reward; and for challenging and making a stand and giving us a voice that would otherwise never be heard; for shining light into our darkness.



Kaj & Co Solicitors



‘Punishment on plates’ .......................................................



Paying lip service ............................................................................... PAUL JOHN - HMP WAKEFIELD Can I ask what planet Bill Rammell MP, Minister of State for Lifelong Learning, Further & Higher Education is on? Reading his response in your November issue to a query on the issue of prisoners furthering their education from open prisons whilst on licence, I think he and other MPs really do need to take a long hard look at prisoners’ education overall because as far as I am concerned, unless you have very specific needs, most prisoners cannot access it. Yes, if you need entry level, ‘Toe by Toe’ or basic IT you can get the courses. If however you have the ability to do better then forget it. I came into prison in January 2005 and have done what was asked of me (Level’s 1 & 2 numeracy and literacy, and was even completing a level 3 Key Skills portfolio). I have a clean record as far as discipline is concerned (no warnings, adjudications or positive MDTs). I’ve applied for countless courses, all of which have been turned down. I’ve asked for everything from basic book-keeping to proofreading; foreign language courses to OU; yet all have been turned down. I’ve been told that the course I wanted was ‘too expensive’ (£380) … ‘the course isn’t run here’. My personal favourite is: ‘You’ve not got any qualifications / we have no record that you’ve ever done any courses’ - conveniently ignoring certificates I had in my cell - ‘so you need to do it all again’. Surely if as Mr Rammell states … ‘the education of offenders is an integral part of strategies to reduce re-offending’, then prisoners should actually be encouraged to do it? In this prison we have to go through a Governor’s sift no matter which OU/DL course you want to apply for. We are not allowed to obtain courses on our own, as we are told security can withhold anything not issued by Education. Maybe the Minister could explain how this could help prisoners? Is this promoting prisoner education? Or is it merely lip service as they allow local managers/governors to implement their own rules anyway?



Are you facing serious criminal charges? Have you just received a ‘knock back’ or been nicked? We can assist you in all aspects of Criminal & Prison Law matters incl: ‡ Reprsentation in all aspects of Criminal Proceedings ‡ Appeals (conviction or sentence) ‡ Adjudications ‡ Home Detention Curfew ‡ Re-categorisation and Transfers ‡ Parole and Licence Issues ‡ Recall Community Legal Service Criminal ‡ MDT & VDT Defence Service ‡ Closed Visits ‡ Lifer Reviews Contact Ken Jokosenumi at 406 Holloway Road London N7 6PZ Tel: 0207 700 7826 Fax 020 7700 7819



Selective risk ....................................................... MATT NUTLEY - HMP ALTCOURSE I am nearly six years into a nine-year sentence for robbery and firearm offences but unable to get my Cat D; allegedly on the grounds that I still pose a risk to the public. I am a Cat C prisoner at the moment, although Altcourse is Cat B. Last month, whilst writing a letter home to family and friends, I heard the door open and was totally gobsmacked to see a bunch of teenage boys and girls walk into my cell. For a split second I thought I had lost the plot once and for all. These youngsters (and the very progressive looking officer with them) then began to mooch around my cell as though they were on a school trip to a museum - have I been here that long? The kids looked at me and I looked at them, and the whole situation was surreal to say the least. The officer with them told the boys and girls that mine was an ‘average, normal cell’. I may be missing something here, but would like to point out that there is nothing ‘normal’ about having a couple of dozen school kids mooching around my cell - never mind the prison wing - and would like to use this opportunity to ask the following comparatively simple question: If I do indeed present such a ‘risk to the public’, as my Cat D refusal states, then how is it that I am considered safe enough to have a bunch of schoolchildren, members of the same public, in my cell?



RODMAN PEARCE SOLICITORS



Criminal and Prison Law Specialists



Freephone 0800 023 2375
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I have often wondered where these caterers were trained and whether special skills are required to develop consistent awfulness, because you’d think there’d be an ‘accident’ now and then and something would inadvertently be cooked properly, and which other food establishments were the caterers escorted from before arriving at the prison service!



Victims of a monopoly



Mach 3 razors are still on the list, but the replacement blades are nowhere to be found. Colgate toothpaste (50ml) up from £1.10 to £1.65; Addis Duet toothbrush (old list 49p) has been replaced by something else at 99p. And it’s not just toiletries that have been hit; food is even worse. Tuna chunks were 87p but are now £1.38; mackerel fillets up from 71p to £1.38.
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FAMILY LAW SPECIALIST SERVINGTHESOUTHEAST



Care Proceedings Contact with Children Divorce Community Care



MW McMillan Williams Solicitors 02)3/.%23,%'!, 2)'(43
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Contact the Family Law Team at:



#REIGHTON0ARTNERS 'REAT3COTLAND9ARD 7HITEHALL ,/.$/. 37! (.







-C-ILLAN 7ILLIAMS "EDDINGTON'ARDENS 7ALLINGTON 3URREY3-(5







FIGHTING YOUR CAUSE! Experienced representation in Criminal Defence, Prison Law and Immigration Matters ‡ All Criminal Courts Proceedings and Appeals ‡ Parole Hearings ‡ Licence Recalls ‡ Judicial Reviews ‡ Recategorisation ‡ Confiscation Orders ‡ Adjudications ‡ Lifer Panel Representations ‡ Human Rights Appeals ‡ Miscarriage of Justice ‡ Appeals Against Deportation



-Nationwide Servicecontact



Barry Akilo or Christine Ayanbadejo



01582 424234 or write to: Rodman Pearce Solicitors 54 Wellington Street Luton Bedfordshire LU1 2QH
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of any dealings with psychology as proof of what has been said and what has not.



.......................................................................... DAVID LANT - HMP NORWICH I read with interest the letter from Brian Kearney in your November issue concerning the need for the recording of psychology interviews within the penal estate.
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If a prisoner is not satisfied with the decision of the Open Government Unit they can then refer the matter to: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF requesting that the alleged breach of the Data Protection Act be investigated. Unfortunately the process can take some considerable time.



.......................................................................... DAVID E FERGUSON - HMP WAKEFIELD



Your conversation may be recorded for training purposes ......................................................................... RON SCOTT - HMP GARTH To the wider audience of your readers, may I bring to their attention a ‘loop’ I believe psychology departments are using contrary to the conduct and ethics of the Psychological Society. Within any offender behaviour course, as many readers will be aware, facilitators and trainee psychologists make a point on the first class that it will be recorded; to monitor themselves and not for any other reason. My experience and observations lead me to believe that is not the case. When questions are asked of a group, facilitators always make a point of saying the person’s name who answers, which can be used at a later date for whatever reason. It is my understanding, after reading the Code of Conduct & Ethics supplied to me by the Psychological Society, that the programme department run by trainee psychologists here at Garth is blatantly ignoring the codes which their own Society has set. If, on every course they run, they still have to be monitored, that tells me they are not trustworthy or they lack the skills to teach us new tools to use in our everyday life. I have been at Garth nearly two years and they still have to be monitored! I put it to all psychology departments within prison; we may be criminals and yes, some of us need to be rehabilitated or find new skills, but please give credit where it is due. We are not accepting the reasons you give for the recordings and while I am on the subject of recordings, I personally believe that if you insist on using them, I also have the right to ask for recordings



$/6%33/,)#)4/23 Fed up with knock backs? Act now! We can give specialist advice and assistance on all aspects of prison law including: ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



Parole Criminal Cases Re-categorisation ROTL MDTs Adjudications Judicial Review



‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



Confiscations Appeals Licence recall HDC Transfers Human Rights Immigration



For more information please contact our Prison Law Department



0207 232 5100 Doves Solicitors 209 Old Kent Road, London SE1 5NA



Psychologists are governed by a 'Code of Ethics and Conduct’ published by the British Psychological Society, St Andrews House, 48 Princess Road East, Leicester LE1 7DR. A section of the Code states that psychologists should … ‘make audio, video or photographic recordings of clients only with the express permission of clients who are considered legally competent ..." Therefore it could legitimately be argued that provided a prisoner (client) provides ‘written consent’ and is 'legally competent' there is no reason not to record an interview - beyond the fear that the psychologist then cannot lie, distort, misquote or misinterpret what the client said during the interview. There are a number of actions that a prisoner can initiate to challenge an inaccurate psychology report, beginning with making contemporaneous notes during the interview or writing up the notes of the interview immediately on returning to the cell whilst questions and answers given are still fresh in the mind. Any notes could be shown to the psychologist to confirm accuracy. He/she can make a complaint against the psychologist to the Regulatory Affairs Team at the British Psychological Society if there does exist evidence that the psychologist's report is inaccurate, or in any other way the psychologist has failed to comply with the BPS Code of Ethics and Conduct. Alternatively, they can initiate action under the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. Prison Service Order 9020, Chapter 8.5.4 provides that: ‘individuals may contest the accuracy of the personal data held on them. If they can provide proof of the inaccuracy they are obliged to amend or delete the incorrect information as appropriate. If the accuracy of the information cannot be clearly proven they are obliged under the DPA to note on the record that the information in question is in dispute. This also includes inaccurate information contained in 'psychology' reports’. At first instance, if a prisoner decides to challenge the accuracy of the psychology report using the provisions of the Date Protection Act, he/she should write, detailing the inaccuracies and enclosing copies of any evidence supporting their claim to the Open Government Unit, Branston Registry, Building 16, S & T Store, Burton Road, Branston, Burton Upon Trent, Staffordshire, DE14 3EG. There will be a thorough review of the report to determine whether or not it fails to meet the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998.



I write in response to Brian Kearney’s letter in your November issue calling for all interviews between Prison Service staff and prisoners to be recorded. I wholeheartedly agree Over the past nine years I have had numerous instances where reports written after interviews have been utterly inaccurate or contained nothing but untruth, and never more so than when authored by an unsupervised trainee, power-tripping psychologist. A senior psychologist simply signing off a report after the trainee has interviewed a person and written a story of fiction would not be classed as ‘supervision’ in any other professional field; other than psychology. If Prison Service employees had complete conviction of their integrity they would have nothing to fear from having interviews with prisoners recorded. Only the guilty have something to hide. After all, isn’t that the same justification being used to argue for an all-encompassing national DNA database? In view of this, I believe every UK prisoner should support Mr Kearney’s petition and request of him that their name be included. Only when interviews are recorded will Prison Service staff be truly accountable for the reports they write on us.



2009 Wall Planner We hope readers liked the free wall planners enclosed in our December issue. We had some extra copies printed and will be happy to send them to anyone who may have missed out. Please write to: Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ if you didn’t get one, or ask your librarian to request an additional batch for distribution.
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➜ The Prison Service writes: The sentencing planning



Sentence planning reviews



The review should include an interview with the prisoner to discuss their progress against the sentence plan objectives.



..........................................................................



..........................................................................



NAME SUPPLIED - HMP EVERTHORPE



NAME SUPPLIED - HMP ALBANY



Can Inside Time tell me how often sentence planning reviews for IPP prisoners should take place and whether these should include an interview with the prisoner?



I write on the issue of sentence planning here at Albany, having recently been interviewed by an offender manager for a yearly sentence plan and being in the twelfth year of a fourteen year tariff for murder. I have complete several courses; no positive MDTs/VDTs; no adjudications; no custodial problems.



➜ The Ministry of Justice writes: There must be an annual review of the sentence plan held in the Offender Assessment and Sentence Management (OASys) review. Following the sentence planning review meeting, OASys must be updated. Every three years the sentence plan review for IPP prisoners must be accompanied by a series of reports from the Offender Manager, Offender Supervisor and other key workers outlining progress against the sentence plan. If there is a significant event which changes the sentence plan objectives, or there is a change in the risk status of the prisoner, the review can be held earlier than dictated by the 12 month schedule.



The ‘interview’ consisted of reading a year-old OASys assessment completed in a previous prison at the end of which I was advised by the offender manager that he would not be recommending C category status. Why then in previous establishments have psychology, internal probation, personal officer, education and employment interviewed me; then prepared reports which would be forwarded for me to study. Has the role of the offender manager now changed?



Why can’t they apologize?



process at Albany follows the guidance that has been issued under phase three of the offender management provisions. When sentence plans are reviewed the initial step is for the offender supervisor to meet with the offender and discuss the most recent offender assessment. This is so that any changes or alterations since it was completed can be noted, following which a copy of the report is given to the offender. Approximately a month later, a board will be scheduled comprising of a chairperson, the offender supervisor, a member of the programmes team, a case administrator and, if available, the offender’s personal officer. Here the offender is offered the opportunity to discuss the updated assessment and proposed sentence planning targets. At the conclusion of the meeting the board report will be approved by the chairperson and relevant departments will then be made aware of the agreed targets. We hope this information will reassure your correspondent that Albany’s sentence planning procedures are in line with national policy.



.......................................................................................



Town visits for foreign national lifers



JOHN BARNETT - FORMERLY HMP WYMOTT



.....................................................



I was released on 2nd July 2008 on the orders of the Parole Board who heard my case at an oral hearing on 1st July. What is unusual is that my oral hearing, by law, should have been held in January 2008. Obviously I cannot say for sure that I would have been ordered ‘immediate release’ if the oral hearing had been heard in January, but the likelihood is that the decision would have been the same, which means that I spent six months in prison unlawfully.



MICHAEL EIFINGER - HMP BLUNDESTON



On my release I sought advice from the legal profession … to no avail. I was determined that I was going to have an apology for the delay in the oral hearing so on my own merits, I invested in a number of law books and proceeded to the County Court to file my claim. Since August, when I submitted my claim, I have received a number of letters from the Treasury Solicitors asking for extra time to prepare their case (defence). To my dismay, a further extension was granted without my being informed of its submission and therefore unable to present my objections. Although the original application was submitted to allow the defence to form a case, they have not done so. What is significant is that none of the facts have been denied or disputed. It is a blatant example of the methods used by Government appointed solicitors and legal representatives to worm their way out of having to answer for the errors and delays that are now commonplace within the so called ‘justice’ system. If you would like to contribute to Mailbag, please send your letters (concise and clearly marked) to ‘Mailbag’, Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ. To avoid any possible misunderstanding, if you have a query and for whatever reason do not wish your letter to be published in Inside Time or appear on the website, or yourself to be identified, please make this clear. We advise that wherever possible, when sending original documents such as legal papers, you send photocopies as we are unable to accept liability if they are lost. We may need to forward your letter and /or documents to Prison Service HQ or another appropriate body for comment or advice, therefore only send information you are willing to have forwarded on your behalf.



I am a mandatory lifer with a tariff of 14 years; I am also a foreign national (German) who received yet another crushing blow recently when I was told I was not going to be allowed any town visits because I am a deportee. At the same time it was confirmed that I would never go to a D-cat either. Several years ago I was turned down for repatriation because the German courts deemed my offence to be manslaughter, for which the maximum sentence is 15 years and after serving two-thirds I could be released on licence; therefore it was argued that I would benefit significantly by being repatriated and was denied. At present it looks like I will not have any kind of resettlement whatsoever and will have to suffer whatever fate there is in store for me, yet I find it hard to believe that the prison system is actually allowing this to happen. Resettlement and reintegration into society is supposed to be of maximum importance for lifers, and town visits are an integral part of



We are passionate about getting justice, justice being our priority.



24 hours a day 01704 500771 We work to win A L B L AW 21a Hoghton Street Southport PR9 0NS A r t h u r L B l a c k h u r s t - Solicitor Advocate Mike Gibbons LLB - Solicitor www.alblaw.co.uk e-mail: [email protected] Regulated by Solicitors Regulation Authority



In terms of a transfer to open prison conditions, the deportation status and the views of UKBA will similarly be taken into account in addition to the likelihood of abscond. An individual risk assessment will be carried out on the assumption that deportation will take place unless a decision not to deport has already been taken by UKBA. Under Section 5 (1) of the Immigration Act 1971 the signing of a deportation order invalidates any leave to remain or enter. The subject of the order therefore has no permission to undertake employment or study. Each case will be considered individually on its merits.



D EXPERIENCED, FRIENDLY & APPROACHABLE FIRM OF SOLICITORS YOU CAN TRUST TO FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS



W e provide legal protection for Prisoners' Rights



www.banksy.co.uk



ALB Law are Nationwide specialists in shortening sentences and securing the release of the wrongly convicted.



including murder, rape/serious sexual assaults, drug related cases and serious fraud



➜ The Ministry of Justice writes: In accordance with PSO 4630, foreign national prisoners who are subject to a deportation order are not prohibited from either Release on Temporary Licence (ROTL) or transfer to open prison conditions. While they are eligible for ROTL, the final decision rests with the Governor who will need to consult the UK Border Agency (UKBA) for their views before granting escorted absences, having carried out the usual risk assessment process. All applications will be considered on their individual merits.



PRISON LAW & CRIMINAL APPEAL SPECIALISTS



SENTENCE T OO LONG? WRONGLY CONVICTED?



‡ All aspects of crime



that process. Are all foreign nationals treated equally badly? Is there a difference between EU and non-EU foreign nationals? Is there anything being done to sort out this injustice?



CRYSTAL PARTNERS SOLICIT ORS



A LB LAW Professional Specialist Lawyers



‡ Combined ‘in house’ legal experience of more than 50 years
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KEEP FIGHTING FOR



YOUR RIGHTS U Human rights U Parole U Transfer U I.E.P U Re-categorisation U Adjudications U Tariff U Recall U J.R. U Appeals U Prison Law U Medical mistakes 62a The Avenue Southampton SO17 1XS 3-5 South Street, Havant PO9 1BU The DC Centre, Speedwell Street London SE8 4AT



W e can provide you with legal advice, assistance and effective effective representation in the following matters:



DDisciplinary adjudications, MDT'S Unauthorised possessions etc DLicence Revocation and Recall to Custody (prompt intervention & effective review with the Parole Board)



DParole Applications/Appeals DOral Hearings with the Parole Board (entire process) DRecall and Adjudications: Advice and Representation DRe-categorisation and Cat A Reviews DTariff Reviews and Minimum term Representations DCare proceedings DContact with Children: (Allocation to Mother and Baby unit) DCriminal, Magistrate & Crown Court cases/VHCC'S, DCCRC Cases (assistance with review applications) C r y s ta l P a r t n e r s S o l i c i t o r s 8 a Tu r n p i k e L a n e , L o n d o n N 8 0 P T



0 8 4 5



Tel. 023 9248 3322



SPECIALISTS IN PRISON LAW



5 0 0 0



2 4 0



Mr. Chris Isichei Mob: 07737 146 733 Mr. Cosmas Emeti Mob: 07944 624 607 Mr. Godwin Ehujor Mob: 07828 159 638



N AT I O N W I D E S E R V I C E



FOR AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE AND PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE
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Wrong interpretation



Passing the buck



.....................................................



............................................



STEPHEN FAULKNER - HMP ERLESTOKE



STEVE KIDD - HMP PRESTON



Having read ‘In the Dark’, a report from the Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health regarding IPP sentencing, I would like to thank Inside Time for featuring the content in your October issue; I found the report quite shocking. Like most IPP prisoners, I didn't have a clue what an IPP was until I got put on remand and it’s abundantly clear from this report the government didn't have a clue either, because when the Criminal Justice Bill 2003 was debated in Parliament, Hilary Benn MP said: "Depending on how the courts, having regard to trigger offences and the thresholds that we have set, operate the assessment of ‘significant risk to members of the public of serious harm'. That's quite difficult to know. However, we have assumed in our modelling that over time, because it would take time for the effect to develop, there would be an additional 900 in the prison population. That is only modelling, of course, and the honest answer is that it is difficult to assess the effect, because it depends on the court’s interpretation of that provision”. I like the bit ‘court’s interpretation of that provision’ because quite clearly the courts have interpreted it completely wrong. In July 2008 there were 4,619 IPPs in the system. So what happened to the 900 proposed in 2003? What's even more shocking is that the Ministry of Justice predicts the number of IPPs being handed out by the courts will drop from 145 per month to 45 with the changes brought in by the CJA 2008. Now is it just me or have the government admitted that 100 people each month since the introduction of the CJA 2003 in April 2005 should never have actually been given an IPP at all? So shouldn't all IPP prisoners be made retrospective of the new law, because all the long term prisoners in for non-violent and sexual offences who were sentenced under the CJA 1991 were made retrospective of the CJA 2003 when they brought in half remission to cope with the rising number of IPP prisoners in the system. That is why I am asking all IPP prisoners serving under 2 years to write telling me their tariff and what court they got sentenced in because this is a clear miscarriage of justice. Write to: Stephen Faulkner XB7050, HMP Erlestoke, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 5TU.
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I wish to highlight my absolute bewilderment over certain human rights failures of an individual here at HMP Preston. I’ve been here since January 2008 and have seen him come in and out at least five or six times during that period; I was also here in 2002 and he was a regular then. Everyone in the prison is fully aware of his circumstances, so I’m not speaking out of turn. He’s on an ASBO in the town but keeps breaking it due to homelessness and petrol ‘consumption’. He was even in the local press recently under his ‘nickname’.



Here is someone who clearly needs help, not only in the area of accommodation and mental health agencies but also from the courts. Those who know him quite well are aware that he is an intelligent man, yet others treat him with ridicule, which both upsets and angers me. Staff are at a loss because most see him as a desperate case and their hands are tied reference building an effective release plan due to him only being in for a few weeks at a time. Here is a clear case of the ‘system’ failing and it needs addressing. How many more people within the prison estate are suffering the same due to neglect by the authorities? He is just one individual but prison is no place for him where drugs, violence and bullying are the norm. It certainly makes the debate regarding why prisons are so overcrowded even more interesting. When will things change for this person and the many others like him?



Wake up call



Care not part of the curriculum ............................................................................................... TONY JOYCE - HMP ALBANY Yet another suicide in this prison with opinions expressed, as they always are, but this time they seemed more cold, more impersonal and uncaring. Is life becoming so cheap, or is suicide awareness training not part of the officer enrolment crash course? I’ve ‘seen’ many deaths over the fourteen years I’ve been inside, but this shocked me because of the lack of meaningful reaction. The guy wasn’t on the wing long; he kept himself to himself and rarely came out of his cell. Richard Armstrong’s article (November 2008 issue) rightly points out that this behaviour should have him ‘labelled by the psychology department’ as unable to deal with confrontation, paradoxically. Indeed this behaviour should have rung alarm bells for anyone who professes to be psychologically aware or who is put in a position of care. I too am condemned for my lack of effort to make conversation with staff; yet I have nothing in common with low intelligence, inane banter and drinking cultures. To be fair, care is not part of the curriculum in prison anymore. Rather, psychological awareness is about who can be manipulated into coursework; for economic benefits and so that your revelations can be calculated into risk factors to keep you accountable if released. Combine thoughts of suicide with having to deal with the bereavement one experiences when coming to prison; because it is a form of bereavement, having to lose support systems of friends and family, then you have an individual on the very edge of despair. Is there a process to deal with this? No; it is the very opposite, as the allocation system pushes you further and further away. Consequently, suicide is labelled as ‘irrational behaviour when the mind is unbalanced’. Absolute rubbish! There is nothing more rational than sorting in your mind all the things that you’ve lost against the nothing that exists of your meaning to everyday life in prison. Wouldn’t you think that an officer who is allocated to make a report that determines your future should pick up on something as important as that - as he states he knows you so well? Moreover, a doctor who treats you so often for depression would send out alarm bells rather than telling you … ‘there is no bereavement counselling in prison’.



TRINITY S OLICITORS PRISON LAW, CRIMINAL DEFENCE AND MENTAL HEALTH LAW SPECIALISTS



A Personal Service and Unique Appr oach to Ever y Matter 3Appeals 3Licence Recalls 3Categorisation 3Parole Board Hearings 3Human Rights 3Adjudications 3Judicial Reviews 3Tariff Reductions 3Allocations & Transfers 3Maltreatment Complaints 3Lifer Hearings & Paper Reviews 3Criminal Cases Reviews 3Sentence Calculations & IPP 3HDC, MDT, VDT, ROTL Advice and Repr esentation also on all aspects of Mental Health Law Our dedicated and experienced team is always available to help. For immediate assistance and a quick visit anywhere in the UK, please contact: Abi Sanni or Chirandeep Mondol at TRINITY SOLICITORS 61a West Ham Lane London E15 4PH Telephone:0208 555 3030 or 01245 505399 24 hour Emergency Service: 07947 100880 • LET US HELP YOU DO NOT DELAY CONTACT US TODAY



Criminal Defence Milton Keynes Specialists in Criminal & Prison Law



Adjudications Lifer Panels Categorisation & Transfers Appeals HDC Licence Conditions Lifer Issues MDTs & VDTs Parole Applications Recall ROTL Tariff Reviews For help, advice and representation throughout the midlands & the south Contact: Harriett Mather at CDMK Solicitors 62 The Queensway Bletchley , Milton Keynes MK2 2SA



01908 379 225 www .cdmk.co.uk



....................................................... JOHN WALES - HMP MAIDSTONE I suffer with insomnia and it’s almost impossible to get any kind of sleeping tablet from the doctor, so to avoid problems oversleeping I decided to have an alarm clock posted in. When it arrived, I was not allowed to have it in my possession, however if I had been a Muslim it would have been permitted. Is this some kind of religious discrimination? And why are alarm clocks permitted at Elmley, Wandsworth, Brixton and Albany; to name but a few prisons.



➜ The National Offender Management



Service writes: Mr Wales feels that facilities lists should be the same throughout the prison service and asks if this could be considered religious discrimination. Muslim prisoners are allowed an alarm clock in possession, according to Prison Service Order 4550, to aid with waking for prayers before dawn and during Ramadan. Until recently, the facilities list at Maidstone made no reference to alarm clocks. This has been updated and refreshed following the re-launch of the IEP scheme during the summer. It is now policy to allow prisoners of all denomination to have access to an alarm clock list.



CRIMINAL DEFENCE APPEALS PRISON LAW



ikp



Imran Khan & Partners



Solicitors Advice and representation on all aspects of prison law including: Prison Discipline Licence Recall Parole Board Reviews/Appeals Lifer/IPP & Extended Sentences Categorisation, Allocation & Transfers HDC/ROTL insidetime proof Tariff Reviews Judicial Reviews & Prisoners Rights plus Crime, Family and Actions Against the Police



Please contact: Tabitha Bushill Imran Khan & Partners 47 Theobalds Road London WC1X 8SP



020 7404 3004



24 Hour Emergency 07738 802 993



[email protected]
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Knight in shining armour



Colin Stagg and the polygraph



SHAH MOHAMMED HAQUE - HMP SWALESIDE



.....................................................



.....................................................



GERARD MCGRATH BA (HONS) HMP HAVERIGG



JEREMY BARRETT - POLYGRAPH SECURITY SERVICES



In early November 2008, the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Justice, Sir Suma Chakrabarti KCB, visited here. Sir Suma kindly took away with him a number of written questions compiled by a fellow prisoner who is a leading member of the production team of a periodical paper entitled The Seagull. I am also a member of the production team of this increasingly successful periodical which is distributed to communities throughout Cumbria. Copies are sent to the Home Office, PSHQ and the Ministry of Justice.



Fourteen years ago, I was summoned to an office in central London one Friday morning where I met a young man of 31 who had just spent 13 months on remand and whose trial had just been terminated after four days because the Judge deemed the Police to have acted improperly in an endeavour to lure their victim into a ‘honey trap’ which they felt would tempt him to confess, or boast about, a murder they had decided he had committed.



Taste of their own medicine The uproar in the media, particularly on the opposition benches at the House of Commons, surrounding the arrest of Shadow Immigration Minister Damian Green MP (pictured) for receiving leaked information is truly amazing to behold. A member of parliament is arrested and held for questioning for 9 hours; creating utter chaos within Westminster and the national media. How astonishing! Fortunately, the MP was not held for 90 days without charge or shot in the head by the police. MPs make laws of all varieties on a regular basis. Some are useful, while others create havoc in the lives of many people. It is quite possible that Damian Green voted for people to be held in custody for 90 days without charges being laid against them. MPs claim that such measures are only for terrorists, yet in my book a terrorist is innocent until proven guilty beyond any doubt. Terrorists apart, there are many innocent people languishing in prison whose silent screams are constantly bouncing off their cell walls and being totally ignored by MPs in Westminster. Where is the media furore for such people? Damian Green should never have been arrested if there was no evidence of a crime against him, although police investigations continue. We still don’t know the full reasons behind the MP’s arrest. Political interference has stunned the police into silence. Police often target the wrong person, yet criticism against the police in this particular scenario is an attack on their operational independence. Politicians have closed ranks against the police when in other circumstances they would never dream of doing so. MPs are not above the law and in these days of rampant corruption in many professions, why should they be exempt from being treated equally before the law? Where were these noises of indignation from MPs when Barry George was released from prison? Did one single MP question the tragedy of a man spending eight years in prison for a crime he didn’t commit ... which equates to roughly 67,700 hours against an MP who spent 9 hours in police custody and doubtless was extremely well looked after; indeed while being questioned by the police, he was accompanied by a lawyer paid for by the Conservative party. Here we have a politician basically getting a taste of his own medicine, which MPs have prescribed for others and now tastes rather bitter; and yet another example of hypocrisy and double standards on a breathtaking scale. Searching Questions page 27



Delays in parole hearings ..................................................................................... JOHN ALLEN - HMP GARTREE I am extremely concerned that prisoners here at Gartree, some of whom are well past tariff, are missing parole hearings as a result of necessary paperwork not being completed in a timely manner. Can the Prison Service offer an explanation?



➜ The National Offender Management Service writes: Unfortunately, there do seem to be substantial delays in the preparation of parole dossiers at Gartree. There are currently eighty files of this type outstanding. These issues have been caused by a number of factors including, internally, staffing shortfalls and detailing difficulties and externally, the late supply of skeleton dossiers or other parole documentation. Efforts have been made to restructure the Offender Management department at Gartree to minimise the parole and OASys backlogs that have developed. There has also been a significant improvement in the staffing levels within the unit in recent months. It is hoped that the results of these changes will be evident in the near future. These problems are not unique to Gartree and similar efforts to mitigate the effects of population pressures, staffing issues and the significant number of IPP prisoners now requiring similar processes are being made throughout the service.



Who’s fighting



your



corner? Categorisation / Progression Parole & Licence Issues Lifer & IPP cases Adjudications Appeals / CCRC cases Recall HDC Judicial Review



For friendly and expert advice call



01274 561 666



Marcus Farrar, Chivers Solicitors 2 Wellington Street, Bingley BD16 2NB



One of the diverse questions Sir Suma agreed to address concerned the high number of post-tariff Life Sentence prisoners who are experiencing inordinate delay in having their cases disposed of by the Parole Board and what, if anything, was being done to address this vexed issue. I am quite confident that the Editor-in-Chief will agree to publish the complete letter of reply written by Sir Suma in the March edition of The Seagull. Regardless of whether or not that happens, I feel that the many readers of Inside Time deserve as early a sight as possible of what Sir Suma has stated regarding the Parole Board. In a letter sent from his office at 102 Petty France, London, dated 25 November, refreshingly, and to his credit, Sir Suma wrote fulsome replies to all the questions he was posed and with specific regard to the matter of overdue Parole Board hearings, his reply included the following: “We are aware of problems with the functioning of the parole process for indeterminate sentence prisoners, and the NOMS Agency and the Parole Board are taking collaborative and concerted action to address delays. A generic parole process is being created to replace the former separate timetables for determinate and indeterminate sentence prisoners. The generic parole process, which is due to be introduced from April 2009, will have targets for each of the agencies involved, and a high-level monitoring group has been established to call the agencies to account for their performance. In time, we believe that many of the delays that have been experienced with the existing process will be addressed.” I feel safe in stating that indeterminate and determinate sentence prisoners alike will welcome the changes Sir Suma has outlined. Of course 'handsome is as handsome does', and we prisoners can only hope the change to generic systems prove effective in addressing the shameful delays so many of us experience where Parole Board hearings are concerned.



Colin Stagg was that young man - thoroughly confused and ‘shell shocked’ he was in a kind of daze. He was coherent and surprisingly calm about the treatment which had been meted out to him. I interviewed him at length and finally conducted a polygraph examination based on a series of very specific questions. That test showed me absolutely clearly that he had not killed Rachel Nickell on Wimbledon Common some two years earlier. On Sunday, the News of the World featured the story over 5 pages! In the intervening years many people have expressed their opinion that I had reached the wrong result. By 2007, new DNA tests had proved that Colin Stagg was not the murderer and in August 2008 he was awarded some £700,000 compensation. This was prior to the trial of Robert Napper, which took place in mid-December. He will now receive a formal (hardly grovelling as one might wish!) apology from the Police. Now the Home Office is planning to start using polygraph testing on convicted ‘sex offenders’ ... why is it that phrases like ‘stable doors’ and ‘horse has gone’ and ‘shut’ seem to swirl round my head? I really do not want to get into a dialogue about whether polygraph testing is effective - after more than a quarter of a century of testing, I know it is accurate - but it really should be used, and considered, at an appropriate time. Hypocritical in the extreme page 30



... and fourteen years later
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Newsround



THE INSPECTOR CALLS... Swaleside … safe but too little activity Swaleside, a category B training prison and one of 3 prisons managed as a cluster on the Isle of Sheppey, was a safe prison with good relationships between prisoners and staff, but there was not enough purposeful activity and prisoners spent too long in their cells, said Chief Inspector of Prisons Anne Owers. Inspectors found anti-bullying, suicide and self-harm prevention arrangements were good, and prisoners felt significantly safer than at comparable prisons. The segregation unit was a temporary facility, but staff managed some difficult prisoners with care. Use of force and use of special accommodation were all low. In general, staff-prisoner relationships were a particular strength, with an effective personal officer scheme. However, black and minority ethnic prisoners were more negative about the prison than white prisoners. Illegal drugs were a problem, but the prison was working hard to reduce both supply and demand. There was insufficient purposeful activity and Inspectors found over 40% of prisoners locked up during the core day. Learning and skills required better strategic management; however there had been improvements in resettlement work, including an impressive range of offending behaviour programmes.



Wormwood Scrubs … progress halted in key areas There had been a drift in all key areas in Wormwood Scrubs, which urgently needed to be reversed, said Anne Owers publishing the report of an announced inspection. Recent inspections had charted slow but steady progress. This inspection found no evidence of an abusive or negative staff culture, and also found that the quality of education had improved. However, in the key areas of safety, respect, purposeful activity and resettlement, progress had halted and drifted back, in a prison operating under considerable pressure and receiving around 300 prisoners a week.



TROTH LAW LLP SOLICITORS



Criminal Defence and Prison Law Specialists ,OOKINGFORADEDICATEDLEGALTEAMTO FIGHTFORYOURRIGHTS .EEDAPROFESSIONAL EFFICIENTAND PROMPTSERVICE We offer Independant Legal Advice and Representation in the following areas: ‡ Criminal Proceedings and Appeals ‡ Confiscation Orders & Proceeds of Crime ‡ Adjudications ‡ Categorisation & Transfer ‡ Complaints and Maltreatment ‡ Recalls ‡ Lifer Panels and Parole Hearings ‡ CCRC Cases ‡ HDC Conditons and Breaches 0LEASECONTACT-ICHELLE-ATTIS 4R O T H  , A W  , , 0 Unit 17 Cannon Wharf Business Centre 35 Evelyn Street, London SE8 5RT  For a friendly and immediate response



Inspectors found that reception, first night and induction procedures were not sufficiently supportive or consistent, and staff involvement was limited. There were unsafe practices in relation to those prisoners withdrawing from drugs, although some good initiatives in relation to violence reduction and suicide prevention. However, reviews of those at risk of self-harm needed improvement. The incidence of drugs encouraged intimidation and gang activity, and the prison’s anti-bullying work was underdeveloped. As a consequence, 44% of prisoners said they had felt unsafe in the prison. Residential staff involvement in aspects of prisoner care and rehabilitation - such as diversity and resettlement - was weak, and there was considerable evidence of regime slip and late arrivals, or failures to arrive, at activities. There had been improvements in the quality of education and training, but there was not enough of it. Around half the prisoners, at any one time, had nothing to do. Time out of cell was also poor and applied inconsistently across the wings. The prison’s reported statistics were unrealistic.



was still a generally safe place and levels of self-harm low, though there had been one self-inflicted death and evidence of an increase in the availability of drugs. There were positive relationships between staff and prisoners, particularly for those still in treatment. Living units were of good quality and healthcare was satisfactory.



2009 HMCIP inspection schedule 12/01



Everthorpe



19/01



Castington



Those in therapy spent plenty of time out of cell, unlike those who had dropped out or completed therapy. Similarly, the range of purposeful activities was sufficient only for those in therapy. More vocational training was needed.



02/02



Haverigg



09/02



Hollesley Bay



16/02



Lindholme IRC



02/03



Bedford



Resettlement strategy and services were underdeveloped, with a backlog in assessments, delays in parole reports and insufficient attention to the needs of lifers.



02/03



Grendon



09/03



Aylesbury



Dovegate therapeutic community … work seriously undermined Though the therapeutic community within HMP Dovegate was generally safe and relationships were good, its therapeutic work was seriously undermined because it held too many prisoners who had dropped out of therapy, compounded by staffing and contractual issues, said Anne Owers. The 200-bed therapeutic community at Dovegate is one of a small number of such units working with difficult individuals who are serious offenders. At the last inspection, inspectors raised concerns that population pressures and financial incentives to fill beds had led to the therapeutic community filling up with prisoners who had dropped out of therapy; this trend had continued, and around 40% of prisoners were out of therapy, which undermined treatment. Inspectors said that urgent remedial action was needed.



BBC News



News of knife crime figures criticised The Government has been criticised by the statistics watchdog for the “premature, irregular and selective” release of data relating to knife crimes. Sir Michael Scholar rebuked ministers for the early release of the figures, which he said was “corrosive of public trust” in official statistics. It is the second time in five months that Sir Michael, head of the UK Statistics Authority, has complained about the way that the Home Office has dealt with figures relating to crime, immigration and asylum. The figures, which were given to the BBC, suggested that there had been a sharp fall in the number of teenagers caught carrying knives, and in hospital admissions because of knife wounds, in areas targeted by police. Addressing the House of Commons, Home Secretary Jacqui Smith said “sorry for being too quick off the mark” in releasing the figures.



They also found the therapeutic community



AA LAW



solicitors



"If you treat prisoners like animals, locking them up for 23 hours a day, you only have yourself to blame if they come out embittered and immediately re-offend." (Lord David Ramsbottom, former Chief Inspector of Prisons for England & Wales 2001)



We are a highly specialised firm dealing with criminal defence and prison law cases including: Human Rights, Categorisation, Recall, Disciplinary Hearings, Adjudications, all other prison related grievances & issues.



AA Law Solicitors Office 6b Skegness Business Centre, Heath Road, Skegness Lincs PE25 3SJ



01754 896970



GRAINGER APPLEYARD SOLICITORS



Prison Law and Criminal Defence Specialist areas include: ‡ Parole Board Reviews & Hearings ‡ Licence Recalls ‡ Adjudications & MDTs ‡ Categorisation ‡ Judicial Reviews ‡ Criminal Court Proceedings ‡ Appeals & CCRC Referrals ‡ Police Visits & Productions ‡ Family Law Contact Tyrone Yates at: Grainger Appleyard Solicitors 26-27 Hallgate, Doncaster South Yorkshire, DN1 3NL Community Legal Service



01302 327257 [email protected]



Criminal Defence Service



LZ Liz Solicitors www.lizsolicitors.co.uk



Serving the southeast



#2)-).!, 02)3/.,!7 ‡ Adjudications ‡ Applications to CCRC ‡ Criminal Court Proceedings including Defence and Appeals



‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



Human Rights Issues Judicial Reviews HDC and Licence Recalls Categorisation & Transfers Lifer Reviews & Parole Apps ,EGAL!ID!VAILABLE !LSOSPECIALISTSIN



)MMIGRATION$EPORTATION (privately funded only)



Liz Solicitors



517b Hertford Road Enfield Middlesex EN3 5UA 0208 805 5272
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Leaving prison: times of intense vulnerability



NEWS IN BRIEF



Prisoners with mental health problems are being released without homes to go to, families to support them or jobs, a report from Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health has concluded. ‘On the Outside: Continuity of care for people leaving prison’ finds that many released prisoners quickly lose touch with the services that are supposed to support them. Many more do not know where they will be living on release; some end up on relatives’ sofas; others go to hostels where they fear getting back into drug habits, or they end up on the streets. The report finds that probation services, charities, health and local authorities all offer considerable support to people leaving prison. Yet efforts to support released prisoners are poorly coordinated, especially for those who have been on short sentences. Prisoners with the most pressing problems often feel unsupported when their needs are greatest. And services often lose touch with people because they fail to deal with their most urgent needs as a priority. The report calls on all NHS primary care trusts to ensure that released prisoners are registered with a GP where they are going to live. Mental health services should maintain contact with people who use their services when they go to prison. And all prisoners should have a key care coordinator when they are released to maintain contact with them and help them to navigate their way through the many services they may need to help them to resettle. Sainsbury Centre chief executive Angela Greatley told Inside Time: “The days and weeks after people leave prison are times of intense vulnerability. Recently released prisoners are eight times more likely to commit suicide. “Public services need to work assertively to resettle prisoners. We must not leave them to take their chances in what for many can be a chaotic and abusive world that leads them back to prison.”



Sex offenders ruling Convicted sex offenders have won the right to challenge having their names on the sex offenders register for life after a landmark High Court ruling, The Times has reported. Three judges said that putting people on the register indefinitely, with no right of a review, was a breach of their human rights. The test case, involving a teenager who cannot be named and an adult, Angus Thompson, of Newcastle upon Tyne, opens the way for others to try to have their names removed on the grounds that there is no longer a risk that they will reoffend. The Home Office is considering an appeal.



The Samaritans new call centre in Pakistan is causing excitement in the region as suicidal callers are asked if they can drive a truck or fly an aeroplane.



DNA Ruling The European Court of Human Rights has ruled that the UK practice of allowing the police to keep DNA records of innocent people on a criminal register is a breach of article 8 of the Human Rights Convention which protects private and family life. Britain's police forces may now have to destroy the DNA details they have on hundreds of thousands of people they have already collected. The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 amended PACE and removed the requirement for police to destroy DNA samples and fingerprints following an acquittal or a case not being continued. From May 2001 to December 2005, 200,000 DNA samples were retained on the National DNA Database which would previously have had to be removed, as they were taken from people never convicted of offences. Out of that 200,000, Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) figures have revealed that about 8,500 profiles of individuals have been linked with crime scene profiles involving nearly 14,000 offences, including 114 murders, 55 attempted murders, 116 rapes, 68 sexual offences, 119 aggravated burglaries and 127 of the supply of controlled drugs.



Gordon Ramsey, winner of the F. Factor, who has called his mistress of several years ‘a slapper’, recuperates in the Caribbean.



Meanwhile ... Home Secretary Jacqui Smith has set out new ‘common sense’ standards for use of investigatory powers and retention of DNA profiles. She outlined ways to strengthen how the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) is used by public authorities, and how and when DNA profiles are retained on the national database. In a wide-ranging speech on the rights of privacy in light of changing and expanding technology, she said the government has to think carefully about how long to retain DNA evidence. In addition, the Home Secretary announced that the government will take immediate steps to take the DNA of children under 10 - the age of responsibility - off the database.



Barri White Not Guilty “Justice has been done today. My years in prison were horrible.” So said an emotional Barri White minutes after the not guilty verdict was delivered at Luton Crown Court, Louise Shorter writes.



A Walrus called Sara, who strikes a relaxed pose leaning on a counter with her chin resting on a flipper as people watch, gets a job in the local post office.



Barri White (pictured with his Mum) spent almost 6 years in prison after being convicted in 2002 of murdering his girlfriend Rachel Manning in Milton Keynes. From the outset he protested his innocence and his case was taken up by the BBC’s campaigning programme Rough Justice. He won his appeal in 2007 and a retrial was ordered. Following the verdict Barri’s Mum, Sharon Shaheed, said: “I am totally overwhelmed. This is the moment I have been waiting for. Without Rough Justice and his solicitors he would still be in prison.” Barri White was the 16th innocent person freed from prison following investigations by the programme. It ran for 27 years but fell victim to swingeing budget cuts and was axed in 2008.



The pantomime season gets underway. First the Government taxes ‘Chelsea Tractors’ off the road. Then they propose a financial bailout of Land Rover - the main manufacturers of Chelsea Tractors.



MILLERCHIP MURRAY



2 n d F l o o r, Bridge Street Chambers, 7 2 B r i d g e St r e e t , Manchester M3 2RJ



S O L I C I TO R S



SPECIALISTS IN CRIMINAL DEFENCE WORK AND PRISON LAW in particular



ADJUDICATIONS LIFER PAROLE ORAL HEARINGS RECALL HEARINGS &



ALL ASPECTS OF PRISON LAW Contact Sarah Holland or Belinda Ariss at: Millerchip Murray Solicitors The Quadrant Business Centre 3 The Quadrant Coventry CV1 2DY 02476 243615 serving the midlands
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‘A convicted prisoner retains all civil rights which have not been taken away expressly, or by necessary implication’ Lord Wilberforce, Raymond v Honey (1983)



Prison Law and Criminal Law Specialists Prison Discipline & Adjudications • HDC Applications • Judicial Reviews Licence Conditions • Parole Board Reviews All Lifer Reviews – HMP, DLP, MLP and IPPers Parole Refusal • Licence Recall Reviews Recategorisation • Sentence Calculation • Tariff



Human Rights and Other Prison Issues Member of the VHCC Panel Serious and complex cr own cour t cases



Members of the Manchester Prison Law Practitioner Group



For immediate and confidential advice contact:



Geoff Rushton, Head of Department or Ms Ranjit Kaur



24 Hours - 7 Days



0161 833 1600
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Newsround



Postcode lottery



NEWS IN BRIEF



In 2007, the Lloyds TSB Foundation conducted a strategic review of the grants it made to charities working with ex-prisoners. They found that a postcode lottery exists in ex-prisoner funding, with charities in some regions struggling to meet the demand for their services. Organisations which work with the most vulnerable people such as women prisoners, older prisoners and those that are over represented in the criminal justice system, such as black and minority ethnic prisoners, are particularly likely to be underfunded. The New Bridge Foundation’s mentoring project for ex-offenders who are returning to settle in the Merseyside area has received nearly £130,000 towards the costs of its project. For former prisoners with a short term sentence there is very little support on release and their mentor will help with a wide range of issues such as housing, training, employment, health, drugs and alcohol, family ties and any other issues that may lead to re-offending. The Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales has made grants worth £4.5 million to twenty-nine charities working to reduce reoffending.



How politics works ‘Do you think your information is legitimately obtained. How did you get these figures?’ BBC interviewer



Women prisoners going home to Wales get nessessary help The ‘Going Home’ project is based on the needs of Welsh women, identified by women in custody themselves through the making of the ‘Going Home’ DVD. The aim of the project is to help women successfully make the transition from custody back into their communities and is funded by the Big Lottery Stepping Stones Programme; a five-year peer mentoring project for Welsh women who have completed a custodial sentence or who have a criminal record. Who can access Going Home? • Women who live in or are returning to Wales; • Women who do not have a current issue with drugs or alcohol; • Women who have successfully completed their programmes with TSS or DIP. What will Going Home do for me? • Help! With six full-time members of staff who will help women with intensive mentoring support to help them resettle and rebuild their lives in their communities. • Non-judgemental - we understand the



‘I was given them by a civil servant who was concerned, as I was, about a government that has misled the people.’ Gordon Brown speaking in 1985



NEPACS



challenges faced when leaving prison; trying to rebuild relationships, finding housing or when trying to find a job. • Peer mentoring - we are currently developing a ‘peer mentoring’ service. • Help you regain your confidence and selfesteem. • Advocacy - helping you to communicate more effectively in relationships with other agencies such as Jobcentre Plus, housing and debt management. • We will meet you near your home and help you attain your goals.



Gordon Brown tells the troops in Iraq the good news that they are returning home … the bad news - via Afghanistan. So to ease the tension he quickly goes into his Tommy Cooper routine.



If you want help then contact us direct or ask your probation officer, resettlement unit or personal officer, or a relative, to contact us on your behalf: Gibran UK, Suites 3 & 4 Hall House, Llanover Business Centre, Llanover, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire NP7 9HA. Tel: 01873 880976. Fax: 01873 880894. Email: [email protected] www.gibran-uk.co.uk (Pictured) The team at Gibran UK pictured at the launch of the Going Home project



As Liverpool’s year as European Capital of Culture ends, some residents are inconsolable.



Building bridges for prisoners and their families



NEPACS Conference 2009 The Isolated Prisoner: Challenging the Void The increasing need to help prisoners who become isolated during their sentence is the focus of a conference in Durham in April 2009. Professionals in the criminal justice and welfare services, academics, volunteers and others who share their concern are being called together by NEPACS, the North East-based charity that works with prisoners and their families to provide support and help reduce re-offending. ‘capitalising on systemic leaks rather than condemning them would render the offender unfit for high office.’ Home Secretary Jacqui Smith speaking in December 2008



Contributors include Phil Wheatley, director general of NOMS; Hans Toch, professor at New York State University and writer on crime and punishment; and Richard Sparks, professor of criminology and co-director of the Scottish Centre from Crime and Justice Research. Chairing the conference is Mike Worthington, former Chief Probation Officer for Northumbria. The event is on 22 April at St Aidan’s College, Durham. Further information and booking details at www.nepacs.co.uk or express your interest to [email protected] or on 0191 375 7278.



CLARKE KIERNAN SOLICITORS



FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS IN THE SOUTH EAST WE ARE A RESPECTED ‘LEGAL 500’ FIRM FRANCHISED BY THE LEGAL SERVICES COMMISSION AND OUR DEDICATED AND EXPERIENCED TEAM IS AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU IN ANY AREA OF LITIGATION PRISON LAW DEPARTMENT Catherine McCarthy



CIVIL DEPARTMENT Gemma Clennell



FAMILY DEPARTMENT Amanda Marshall



All aspects of criminal law, including Appeals/CCRC/Confiscation Orders.



Assault, personal injury and any other civil claims against the Police or Prison Service.



All aspects of matrimonial and child care law, including proceedings involving Local Authority or individuals in relation to children, all aspects of domestic work, both for Applicant and Respondent, all aspects of financial proceedings between married or formerly married parties and non-married parties between each other and in relation to children



All aspects of prison law, including adjudications,parole, DLP, categorisation, Judicial Review



Employment and discrimination claims, especially on behalf of Prison Officers.



2-4 Bradford Street Tonbridge Kent TN9 1DU Tel: 01732 360999
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PLUS Deportation & all Immigration Matters



For immediate assistance please contact 4HEO"ENSONOR0HYLLIS%GOLEAT



0HIL3OLICTORS "ROAD,ANE ,ONDON.$*







In their search for armed and ruthless pirates operating off the coast of Somalia the Royal Navy unleash a secret weapon.



VYMAN SOLICITORS 43 Albion Place, Maidstone Kent, ME14 5DZ Specialists in Criminal & Prison Law We can help with the following: • Adjudications • MDTS/VDTS • HDC • Lifer Reviews • Licence Recalls • Parole • Transfers • General complaints • Criminal Defence Our experienced staff can visit all clients at any prison in the South East. No case too small Contact our criminal law specialists:



 



Fax: 0208 885 2748
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Wayne Crowhurst or Gurnam Mander



01622 671517
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Paying the community back



2008:
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The year in headlines
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The government has introduced a mandatory requirement that all offenders undertaking Community Payback, formerly Unpaid Work or Community Service, must wear a distinctive orange high visibility vest with a Community Payback logo on the front and the words ‘Community Payback’ on the back. The government has said that its intention is to make the public more aware of the offenders, their work and their projects. Napo, the Probation Union, is calling for the withdrawal of this policy on the grounds that it is demeaning, excluding and potentially dangerous. Napo has asked that the implementation date be delayed on the grounds that the equipment and clothing isn’t available and is demanding risk assessments for all relevant placements. Napo believes that the practice will be dangerous on the grounds that high visibility can lead to easy identification and the targeting of offenders by others from rival gangs. It also believes that making individuals more prominent will increase the risk of violent attacks and provocation. In addition, negative reaction by individuals forced to wear the labelled clothing may lead to either aggressive responses to the requirement or refusal to work. These will then lead to breach action, more work for staff and will ultimately increase prison numbers because of re-sentencing. The initiative has also been referred to the Commission for Equalities & Human Rights on the grounds that it might lead to ethnic or racist stereotyping where projects are likely to have disproportionate members from these groups.



beesleyandcompanysolicitors Personal Injury and Civil Action against the Police and other authorities ‡ Personal Injury (accidents both in and out of custody) ‡ Assault ‡ False imprisonment ‡ Malicious prosecution ‡ Negligence ‡ Interference with property/goods ‡ Allegations of mistreatment/injury caused by inmates or staff ‡ Opiate Dependant Detox Claims



WILSON & CO SOLICITORS



Coomber Rich Access to Justice



• Criminal Defence • Criminal Appeals • Police Interviews • MDT/VDT • Licence Recall/Revocation • Categorisation • Parole • Adjudications • Life Panel Representations • Judicial Reviews Contact Caroline Howell



Contact: Mark Lees at, 4th Floor, 1 St Ann Street, Manchester, M2 7LG



Coomber Rich Solicitors



0800 975 5454 (FREEPHONE)



Yard House, May Place, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NX 0 1 2 5 6 8 1 2 2 0 2



[email protected] Nationwide service available in certain cases



www.beesleysolicitors.co.uk Legal Aid available



[email protected]



Protecting your Rights! Prison Law Specialists from Adjudications to Parole



Nationwide Appeals Contact a member of our Team Wilson & Co 56 Avenue Road Hartlepool TS24 8AT



01429 869523 or 01642 222292 ***************
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Population ....................................................... 6,712,570,246



.......................................................



Last year alone…



Health



.......................................................



16,338,833



World Population in 2008



Deaths caused by contagious diseases



10,397,439



122,095,646



Deaths of children under 5



Births



43,372,176



294,974



Abortions



Births in one day



14,853,485



50,204,779



Babies born to teenagers



Deaths



32,970,697



121,291



HIV-infected people



Deaths in one day



890,442,689



173,683



Undernourished people in the world



More births than deaths in one day



1,130,324,473
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Government and Economics .......................................................



23,684



US $1,299,086,000,000



4,753,115



Military expenditure by governments



US $2,345,068,000,000 Education expenditure by governments



192 Countries in the U.N.



Overweight people in the world



People who died of hunger every day
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Environment



1,457,222,817



10,694,509



4,104,730,856



.......................................................



48,957,086



21,032,534,672



Cars produced



Carbon dioxide emissions (metric tons)



269,412,510



86,150,213



Computers sold



Tons of fish caught



7,885,348 Deaths caused by HIV



People with no access to safe drinking water



5,941,394 Deaths caused by cancer



Oil consumed (metric tons)



Forest loss (hectares)



Deaths from water related diseases



US $1,123,963,000,000



3,405,309,957



Global govt. spending on health care



Coal consumed (metric tons)



US $942,008,000,000



2,581,505,975,168 Solar energy striking the Earth (metric tons)



World spending on illegal drugs Source: United Nations
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Perry Clements



Petherbridge 3PECIALIST#RIMINAL AND0RISON,AW !DVICE4EAM DEALINGWITH tParole Board Oral Hearings incl Lifer Panels tRecalls tJudicial Reviews tAdjudications tParole Representations tTariff Representations tRecategorisation tRequests/ Complaints tLSP 3B/ 3E Reviews tMDT's/ Independent Analysis tAppeals tPolice Interviews



Write to us FREE at:



Freepost MID 18045 Nottingham NG1 1BR or call us on:



( 0115) 9583 472 Our dedicated team are always willing to help. Please feel free to contact : Jane W infield James Fairweather Ben Samples Martin Bridger Naomi De Silva Jessica Vogel L ucy Gelder A shley Raynor Suzanne Jovanovic Serina W oodhouse



“In a cell give us a bell” We provide assistance in all aspects of Criminal Defence, Family, Personal Injury & Prison Law, with a well-earned reputation for success. . Adjudications . Recalls & Oral Hearings . Parole Representation . Categorisation Reviews . IPP and Extended Sentences . Judicial Review / Human Rights . All Lifer Reviews . Transfers / CCRC . HDC Applications To contact our Prison Law Team direct call Matt Bellusci on 07834 630847, Becky Antcliffe on 07969 005616 or write to: Petherbridge Bassra Solicitors, Vintry House, 18-24 Piccadilly, Bradford BD1 3LS.



Tel: 01274 01274 724114 724114



Specialist in:



Criminal Defence & Prison Law DDisciplinary Adjudications, MDT's, Unauthorised Possessions etc



DParole applications/appeals DLicence revocation and Recall to custody (prompt intervention & effective review with the Parole Board)



DTariff reviews and minimum term representation DRe-categorisation DHealthcare issues DHDC Conditions & Breaches DImmigration Appeals against Removal/Deportation DCriminal, Magistrate & Crown Court cases For a prompt response please contact: Felicia Kenine at: P e r r y C l e m e n ts S o l i c i t o r s 2 n d F l o o r, H a r o l d H o u s e 7 3 H i g h St r e e t , Wa l t h a m C r o s s H e r ts E N 8 7 A F



Te l : 0 1 9 9 2 6 5 5 9 3 0 Fax: 01992 655931
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 Do you know...? • A third of science teachers in Britain believe that God had a role in the creation of the universe. 28% think creationism should be discussed in science lessons alongside the theory of evolution. • More than half of British women aged 1834 refuse to cycle to work because they are worried about their appearance on arrival. 27% are concerned about “helmet hair”, while 58% are worried about getting sweaty. • One in 50 pound coins in circulation is estimated to be counterfeit. • There has been a 57% fall in the number of MRSA “superbug” infections since 2004. • Salisbury council has advised staff to refrain from using the phrase “singing from the same hymn sheet” in case it offends



non-believers. “What would an atheist want with your hymn sheet?” asks the guidance note. • 300 HBOS executives were treated to a £330,000 party weeks after the bank was bailed out with £11.5bn of public cash. A spokesman described the event as a “modest affair”. • The Human Rights Act has been used in 4,000 cases in the past ten years, at a cost to the taxpayer of up to £100m. • More than 70% of black babies born in the US last year were born to single mothers. • The Women’s Institute has defied its reputation for staid respectability by producing a sex video for its members. Topics covered in the film include the best positions to adopt if the male partner has recently suffered a



heart attack, and frank reviews of batteryoperated “marital aids”. “We’re not all 85 and knitting,” said Janice Langley, 66, who presents the video. “We have a diverse membership.”
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Did I say that…?



• A gardener who fenced off his allotment with a single strand of barbed wire has been ordered to take it down in case intruders should hurt themselves on it and sue the council. Bill Malcolm, 61, erected the fence after thieves struck his allotment in Malbrook, Worcestershire, three times in four months. • By 2015, 90% of newly qualified vets will be female - up from 34% in 1975. • Examiners marking a national science test taken by 14-year-olds this year were ordered to award points even for incorrect answers. For one question, pupils were asked to look at a picture of a person on a horse, and identify the organ protected by their riding helmet. The correct answer was “the brain”, but examiners were told to accept “skull” (which isn’t an organ) and “ears”, although in the picture these weren’t even covered by the helmet. • 37% of British find the EastEnders theme tune more recognisable than the National Anthem. • There are 9,300 people in England and Wales who have reached the age of 100. In 1911, there were only a hundred.



‘The probability is that, had Baby P survived, he might have been unruly by the time he reached the age of 13 or 14. At which point he’d become feral, a parasite, a yob.’ Martin Narey, head of Barnardo’s and former head of the Prison Service, commenting on the Baby P case. He was accused by MPs and others of being ‘insensitive and provocative’ for using the case of a child who had died after months of abuse to illustrate the need to table poverty and deprivation. Only a few days earlier, Narey had been launching a Barnardo’s campaign to stop branding children as ‘vermin’, ’animals’ or as ‘feral.’



• Only 13% of primary school teachers are men. • In 2005, Baltimore’s per capita homicide rate was higher than Darfu’s.



The Queen’s speech in full … “My government will film you, follow you, rifle through your bins, ask for your papers, arrest you, set the anti-terrorist police on you if you received any leaks, hook you up to a lie detector if you are on benefits, and, if necessary, tell everyone that you accidentally hanged yourself in prison. Apart from that, my government considers it bad for mothers to stay at home on welfare but considers it OK to receive state aid for your £400,000 mortgage. Anyway, the plan is to keep shovelling your money into a big hole until it’s all gone. Right, I’m off to Balmoral. Goodbye.”



• A school for aspiring reality TV stars has opened in New York. “The mission of the New York reality TV School is to train and develop non-actors,” explains its prospectus. “We train students to be exciting, confident members of reality TV casts … Students will work rigorously through coaching sessions and on-camera exercises in order to readily showcase the dynamic aspects of their personalities.” Courses last five weeks. • China is now the world’s sixth-largest wine producer.



J BON Solicitors We are Experts in the following: Criminal Court Proceedings including Defence and Appeals Licence Recalls Human Rights Judicial Reviews



‘Our society faces a clear choice - we can either support troublesome children…or we can reinforce their disadvantage by labelling them …’ he said.



With money you can buy... a house, but not a home a clock, but not time a bed, but not sleep a book, but not knowledge medical care, but not good health a position, but not respect blood, but not life sex, but not love



SCOTTISH SOLICIT ORS Par ole Board Repr esentation, Prison Law and Human Rights



Categorisation Reviews Prison Law



‡ Parole, Life Prisoner and Licence Recall Hearings



Parole



‡ Judicial Review



Adjudications



‡ Human Rights



Appeals Please write or call: Chinwe Okoli, Bright Arrey-Mbi or Trevor Senkatuka



‡ Categorisation & Transfer ‡ Immigration - Challenging Deportation



Contact: Mark Templeton



0141 332 3702



J Bon Solicitors



( AVA I L A B L E 2 4 H O U R S )



541 Barking Road East Ham London E6 2LW



[email protected]



020 8471 8822



68 Maryhill Road Glasgow G20 7QB



“You will not regret contacting us”



Quinn Martin & Langan
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Diary



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org We moved up a floor to the ‘Cadre’ group of men. Green-suited and mostly convicted of short-term, non-violent crimes, they are trusted with all the work maintaining the prison. However their cells were equally empty of possessions or a TV, and looked weirdly as if nobody was at home - or even like a punishment cell. This, I was told, is the Federal rule. Mr Karam, personally, would like in-cell TVs, calling them ‘the best baby-sitters’. There are TVs on the landings.



Month by Month by Rachel Billington



Downstairs, an intake of about twenty men (in khaki) were being medically assessed. Should you imagine shackles and guards with guns, you’d be wrong. In fact there were only one or two officers in sight and the men moved freely - well, free of shackles anyway.



Metropolitan Detention Center New York



ew York - December 8th. On a sunny morning when the temperature was seven degrees below zero, I took a yellow cab across the Brooklyn Bridge out of Manhattan and met my distinguished Judge friend at the new and beautiful Federal Courthouse. We were off to visit the Metropolitan Detention Centre, Brooklyn, New York.



N



US prisons have a lurid reputation in Britain, so I was interested to see the reality. First of all I needed to understand that most of the dramatic stories we hear about US prisons are about those run by the States and I was going into a Federal prison. After asking four separate lawyers about the difference in the crimes which direct you to one place or another (clearly a difficult question), I gathered that the FBI involves itself in affairs of national significance which run across State lines and that these used to be more often white collar crime. However this is changing with the rise in big drug syndicates which leads to violent crime, so that the type of criminal inside Federal gaols now overlaps with the kind of offender usually held in a State prison. In other words, they have become tougher places. One of the main differences between the Federal and State systems is that the Federal, being centralised, have a single set of directives while State prisons, like ours in the UK, are all different. When I asked a Deputy Warden of the Detention Facility whether he’d rather be in a State or Federal prison, he answered, ‘It depends on which State. Some of the smaller ones are very liberal’.



PPG c r i m i n a l



law



The Federal legal system is certainly not liberal. Sentences are considerably longer than in the State courts - a lawyer told me that a drug offence which could get you probation in the State courts might win you five years in the Federal. The Metropolitan Detention Center I was visiting is made up of two huge buildings, old and new, housing up to 2,900 men and women. When I visited there were 2,600 inside. The Judge and I were warmly welcomed by three deputy wardens, Mr Karam, Mr Ortiz and Mr Hall (equivalent to our governors or directors), with other heads of departments joining us to provide more information. We moved in a procession. So what did I see? I saw a very clean, orderly gaol. Mr Hall assured me that attacks on officers were rare and very rare between prisoners. There have been no suicides this year. Later, this happy picture was slightly spoiled by his commenting that in the old days no officer would shoot into an exercise yard whereas now, with the new more aggressive type of prisoner, it was sometimes necessary. The first area we went into was the Special Housing Unit where men causing trouble or in need of protection live. All the prisoners are identified by the colour of their jumps suits and these wore orange - think Guantanamo. That was a bit of a surprise. So were the cells, which included not just a lavatory but a shower too - so that the men didn’t have to leave their cells. I was also surprised to see no personal items visible; nothing on the walls and no in-cell television.



No conveyancing, no divorce just Criminal & Prison Law Contact Lee Gurd or one of his team now for immediate help and advice PPG c r i m i n a l l a w Suite 2, Rushmoor Business Centre Kingsmead Farnborough Hants GU14 7SR
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The Detention Centre is not a long-term prison. The average length of stay is from 120-180 days while the majority of the men (and women) who are unconvicted go in and out of the courts or wait to be moved to their designated prison. Almost all plead guilty in order to receive a lesser sentence. One of the worst problems for these men and women, my Judge friend told me, lies in the future when they are often placed hundreds of miles from their friends and families.



•



Assistance with all Prison Law issues, in particular CCRC Applications, Adjudications and Parole Board Hearings Specialists in all aspects of Criminal Law with particular expertise in Serious Crime and Fraud Cases and Confiscation Proceedings



Widening opportunities through distance learning



For a prompt service please contact



Gareth Martin or Sarah Bull 19 Ralli Courts West Riverside Manchester M3 5FT 0161 831 5535



approved member of the Serious Fraud Panel



So that’s how I found myself eating beef-burger and chips on the same day as many thousands of Fed prisoners. It was a few moments before I lifted my head above the chips and noticed the view from the staff canteen window: that great lady, arm outstretched - you’ve guessed, the Statue of Liberty. Maybe it’s as well the cells don’t have windows - not ones you can see out of anyway.



So far we’d been in the new building. The old building came as a shock. The whole building is divided into dormitories. We looked in on the women’s floor and it was one gigantic dormitory, two-thirds filled with bunk beds; 89 women sleeping, living, eating, making phone calls, in the same space - absolutely no chance of privacy. The wardens didn’t like it either but, you’ve guessed it, this is the way the Fed wants it, or anyway has it. To be fair, there were a few plants and a piece of artwork and talk of yoga and other exercise opportunities, although the outside space had been boarded up to avoid male prisoners, who exercise above, contacting the women.
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Our name says it all



The contradictions of the place continued when Mr Karam informed me that e-mail access for prisoners would be coming in 2009 with a terminal on each floor. He wasn’t too pleased about this, fearing the effect a smashed-up terminal might have on tempers, but a Federal ruling’s a Federal ruling. The three wardens had all been in their jobs for two decades or more and were proud of the system. They wanted to show off the three doctors, the two dentists, the faith representatives, the two librarians and the two psychiatrists. Interestingly, the men could do their own washing - excluding the jumpsuits. My guides also pointed to the visitors’ room which, despite its child play area, like the rest of the prison was a soulless place with its rows of chairs fixed to the floor - no opportunity for a cheery face to face chat there.



Probably the liveliest part of the whole prison is the vast kitchen, which prepares food for many different religious needs including (this being New York) a large, completely kosher area. A delicious smell of garlic bread filled the air. With a $2.74 per day per prisoner budget, food is cooked and frozen on the spot so that the cooks can work to a three day schedule. I was studying the menus of the week when the head of the department, Mr Elraheb, informed me that the same menu is in place throughout the entire Federal prison system. How about trying something offered Mr Karam in a friendly way.
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Education



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org



Inside education



courses are split into three levels. Level 1 is an introductory level, with a points rating from 10 to 60, depending on the length of the course, which can be as short as 8 weeks for a 10 pointer to 8 to 10 months for a 60 pointer. In general, these level one courses terminate with an "End of Course Assessment (ECA)", an appraisal of the work carried out.



How the internet would change learning in prison



Level 2 courses carry a minimum of 30 points and run for a minimum period of 8 to 10 months. These are only recommended for those who have completed the introductory levels, with at least one level 1 course under their belt.



by Kelemen - serving prisoner



Which then takes us to another point to consider: ideally internet should be available in the cells on inmates own laptops. There are, of course, legitimate concerns about wireless broadband which would enable prisoners to communicate with the outside world unmonitored. But models with such capabilities should not be available from the mail-order services. Using the prisons own WiFi network, traffic can be monitored.



he lack of internet access has proven for me the single biggest setback during my stay in prison. I’m sort of a news junkie whose computer was always on scanning the net through RSS feeds for new information appearing on blogs. Going off-line is a seismic change in my relationship with the outside world.



T



Here I rely entirely on TV and papers, which are high quality, but this is a more passive way of gathering information. There’s no way of an instant follow-up if I hear about something interesting; neither am I able to check the veracity of a story if in doubt and feel the need to listen for the other side’s version. Another function of the internet is that with the increasing availability of reliable reference material it can replace reference books. In the outside world wherever I moved I quickly turned my room into a library, surrounding myself with dictionaries, encyclopaedias, atlases, maps and guide books. These books are not for close reading, they must be at hand any time for looking up information when needed. Here in prison, keeping a large amount of books with us is not an option. We are often moved around the place, so we are required to be able to carry all our stuff in two hands. Even though we have cover above our heads, we live like homeless tramps with all our possessions in two plastic bags. We are not able to keep large numbers of books with us exactly when we need them even more, as in the absence of internet access they are the only option. Another policy which seems to be overtly restrictive is that prisoners are not allowed to buy and use their own laptops, especially in light of the fact that Play Stations are available. Prisoners may do research or gather and organise data and a laptop can be of great help, sometimes the only option. Learning foreign languages can be made easier by a flexible MP3 player programme like Winamp, while being able to download and watch TV programmes on demand can better meet inmates' educational needs as the programmes can be replayed at any time.



In any case, the system should go beyond simply allowing prisoners to use a couple of pre-selected websites. Inmates should be allowed to use the sites of their own choosing. This, of course, raises security concerns. A vetting system is needed to check the requested sites and if necessary, reject their use. Chatrooms, email, instant messaging services and social networking sites provide an opportunity for unmonitored communication and they cannot be allowed. Sites containing pornographic material should also be excluded. One of the greatest challenges will be filtering out proxy-servers, through which the filter-system can be bypassed. As running such a filter-system requires significant resources, it is most practical if the traffic of the entire prison service goes through one centralised filter. This is technically possible. The list of approved websites must be available on the prison service’s site for the outside world so the public can get information about what internet resources are and are not accessible to prisoners and they can alert the staff in case inappropriate material goes through the filters. Finally a personal thought. Here in prison I’ve become a regular viewer of television quiz shows and I find most questions rather easy. Prisoners released back to society often struggle to rebuild their lives for their dire financial situations. An option to break out of this circle may be to go on TV and win some money on “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” for example. For being successful on these quizzes you need a wide-ranging but superficial knowledge. Questions often centre on television programme hosts, celebrities, sport and musicals. Teletubbies and James Bond movies and villains are ubiquitous. This is exactly the sort of knowledge hard to acquire from books as you need specialist reference material which is not available or impractical to keep at hand in prison, but this sort of targeted research can easily be carried out through Google. We welcome your letters and articles. If you have a question about an education matter, please send it to Inside Time (Education) PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO 30 4XJ. Everyone will receive a reply, but we cannot publish all letters. Letters may also be published on the PET website. If you do not wish your name to be disclosed, please make it clear. * We wish to thank all those who completed the recent Education Survey questionnaires. Prisoners' Education Trust expect to complete the analysis very soon and we plan to publish a summary of the findings in our February issue.
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Level 3 courses are the most difficult. These are only tackled by those having completed a level 1 and level 2 course learning curve, and usually involve 10 months intense study, up to 26 hours per week. Level 3 courses are not recommended for the beginner or faint hearted.



Finals by Keith Rose ach year, the Prison Service spends hundreds of millions providing education for prisoners, ranging from basic reading and writing courses, through professional qualifications to Open University degrees. Much of this is funded by the Prisoners’ Education Trust, who provide most of the funds for "Distance Learning" courses.



E



The Open University has existed in prisons for more than 30 years, providing one of the best distance learning facilities in the world. The standard of teaching of the Open University is consistently in the top 10 of universities countrywide. The number, variety and quality of courses is often superior to and more fluid than any offered by Oxford or Cambridge. There is nothing cut-priced or sub-standard about any Open University course, and their qualifications are recognised as equal to any other university.



Level 2 and level 3 courses both terminate with a compulsory 3 hour exam, carried out under very strict rules. Given that the Open University has existed in prison establishments since the 1970's, you would think that prison management had now become familiar with the concept, particularly in view of the accolades they award themselves when a prisoner graduates. Sadly this is not always true, and there have been stunning failures in some establishments in providing even the most basic exam facilities for Open University students. One such impressive failing establishment is HMP Long Lartin. In October 2008, HMP Long Lartin failed to provide any higher level Open University student the minimum 3 hour time period for final exams. This was in spite of repeated requests and warnings that the Final Exam period or "finals" were impending.



Obviously when any prisoner graduates, or obtains a professional qualification, the Education Department in the prison concerned gives themselves a pat on the back, a bit of self-congratulation.



Staff refused to allow the students more than an average two and a half hours in their finals, often with frequent interruptions and/or arguments between prison staff and exam invigilators.



Many prisons, for example HMP Full Sutton, roll out the red carpet when a prisoner achieves degree status, in a full cafe graduation ceremony. Open University academics, members of the prisoner’s family, and even prisoner friends of the graduate are all invited to the graduation ceremony, and subsequent celebration. Outside caterers provide the food, recognition of the importance Full Sutton place on the prisoner's achievement.



Once again we have an example of the prison service ‘rulebook/timetable’ overcoming common sense to the detriment of prisoners.



So, how does it work? Open University



I merely wonder how many plaudits Long Lartin management will award themselves if any of the handicapped students graduate; in spite of the difficulties they created for their finals? Keith Rose BA (Hons) is currently resident at HMP Long Lartin



Member of the Association of British Correspondence Colleges The Animal Care College has been providing distance learning courses on all aspects of animal care for nearly 30 years and the majority of our courses are accredited through the National Open College Network. No attendance required. We offer courses at levels 1-3 designed to cover all aspects of petcare, including dog training, psychology, grooming, first aid, pet sitting, judging, breeding, nutrition, showing, boarding kennel management plus many more. Our Certificates/Diplomas provide all the requirements needed for the Kennel Club Accreditation Scheme. For a prospectus write to : Animal Care College, Index House, Ascot, SL5 7ET or telephone 01344 636436 www.animalcarecollege.co.uk Email:[email protected]
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Health



Insidetime InsidetimeJanuary March 2009 2008 www.insidetime.org www.insidetime.org



Inside Health... with Dr Jonathon Following the launch of Inside Health in 2007 we have received a number of queries from prisoners about health matters. Providing this valuable service is Dr Jonathon Tomlinson, a GP practicing in East London. If you have a question relating to your own health, write a brief letter (maximum one side A4 paper) to Inside Time (Health) PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ. Everyone will receive a reply, however only a selection will be published each month. No names will be disclosed.



Q For quite some time I’ve suffered from piles due, I think, to my heroin addiction and subsequent constipation. Whenever I go to the toilet I bleed and when I wipe it looks like clots. I am apprehensive about going to the doctor but what would you advise? A Piles, also called haemorrhoids, are swollen veins (blood vessels) in the anus and lower rectum (back passage) and are very common, affecting up to 50% of the population. I see someone in my surgery with haemorrhoids almost every week. Some people may be prone to them because of the structure of the veins, or because of genetic factors. It is known that constipation, pregnancy and old age increase the risk of developing piles. If you suffer with piles it’s very important to avoid getting constipated or straining on the toilet because this may cause and worsen piles; and so you should make sure your diet contains plenty of fibre and avoid straining or spending too long on the toilet. It’s worth taking a laxative (such as lactulose) or a fibre supplement (such as fybogel) until they soften naturally with dietary changes. Piles quite commonly bleed after you have been to the toilet and they can be itchy, sore and painful. Ointments and suppositories can help to settle the symptoms while the piles settle. If they don’t settle on their own, they can be treated with injections or other surgical procedures.



It is definitely worth seeing a doctor if they are not settling. Occasionally there are other reasons for bleeding such as an anal fissure (a painful tear in the skin at the edge of the anus) or bowel cancer (though this is more likely in elderly people who are having bleeding for the first time). An abdominal and rectal examination is straightforward for the doctor to do and should help to recommend some better treatment.



Q Please help, I am in pain; all my joints click and ache - my neck, back, wrists and fingers hurt 24-7. I can’t sit still for long because of the pain. I’ve had blood tests but they have not shown anything, could it be arthritis? I am 29.



A It’s unusual for someone so young to have painful joints like this. Painful joints have many different causes and are not always due to arthritis. Blood tests are useful to check for signs of inflammation that occurs in conditions like rheumatoid arthritis, but most people with joint pains don’t have the type of inflammation that shows up on a blood test. For most people, including yourself, discovering the cause (or causes) is more complicated and requires careful examination of your joints and the rest of you, including your skin, heart and lungs on different occasions to see how the condition varies with time. X-rays and other scans can be useful and should be arranged according to the findings of a physical examination. A rheumatologist (arthritis specialist) can help if the diagnosis is difficult.



Prison Law Prison Problems? We Care Specialists in Prison Law & Criminal Defence work Access to sound legal advice in prison can be a worry.We provide a professional and sympathetic service. I I I I I I I I I



Licence Recall & Reviews Adjudications & Prisoner’s Rights Lifer/IPP Reviews Re-categorisation & Transfers Home Detention Curfew Police Visits & Productions Criminal Defence Family Law Housing/Debt Problems



I do see many patients with quite severe joint pains who do not have any evidence of arthritis and other patients with signs of severe arthritis in their joints who don’t have much pain. Whatever the cause of your joint pains, treatment should take into account the psychological aspects of the condition and involve physical (exercise based) as well as medical (medication) management.



Q I have been in prison for over three years and prior to that I was celibate for 8 months. For the last two years I have experienced continuous discomfort in my right testicle. It’s a dull heavy pain. I try to get by without pain medication because I do not want to become intolerant to it. I have had an ultrasound which did not show anything significant. I was given a course of antibiotics but the pain resumed after about a month. I have been offered a nerve block but would like your opinion as to what could be the cause.



A It sounds like you have a condition called “chronic epididymo-orchitis”. Epididymo-orchitis may be caused by infection and/or inflammation of the testicle and the epididymus (the soft swelling above the testicle). Acute EO refers to the condition when it has been going on for less than 6 months; it becomes chronic when it has lasted for more than 6 months. In acute cases, especially in younger men, it is likely to be due to either sexually transmitted infections such as chlamydia or gonorrhoea, or other bacteria from the bowel. It is often very difficult to find evidence of the infecting organism with swabs and so antibiotics are used to see if they can clear it up, even when the swabs are negative. Chronic EO is thought to be due to ongoing inflammation without infection, though rarely infections such as tuberculosis may be responsible. Why some men develop chronic EO is not very well understood and there is no single cure, so a specialist (urologist) should be involved in your ongoing care. I think you’ve had the right advice and investigations so far and I would recommend that you continue to see your specialist for further management.



Lifer Pane ls n tio risa o g s Cate ransfer e l o T s Par tion and a c i l LP App ALP/D Health Care issues



all Rec



HD C Judic ial Revie ws Licence s Condition



ce efen D l ina Crim Life r iss ues



Please write or call Andrea Clarke c o n t a c t Paul Philpott or Julie Carr



01633 242526 14 Baneswell Road Newport South Wales NP20 4BP



put the matter in our hands - we can help you!



CCW Solicitors The Manor Crown Business Centre 5A Sheepmarket, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 1BE



Tel: 01522 684 752 Nationwide Service



Q I have developed a rash on my arms and legs which healthcare says is caused by fungal spores. They prescribed a body shampoo and I was warned that it would leave white marks on my skin. Three weeks later the shampoo still hasn’t arrived. It is bad enough being in prison without catching some fungal infection from dirty prison issue bedding etc. what do you think? A



It’s difficult to be sure of the diagnosis without seeing you, but it sounds likely that the diagnosis is “pityriasis versicolor” which can cause pale patches on your arms and legs as you have described. This is a common condition (I see approximately one new case a month) and it is caused by a yeast-like infection called Pityrosporum. Some people are more susceptible than others, but it is not yet known why they are; or why it occurs when it does. It is not thought to be contagious, so you cannot catch it from other people or bedding/clothing, nor can you give it to someone else. The usual treatment is to apply an antifungal shampoo such as Selenium Sulphide (selsun) or Ketoconazole (Nizoral). You may need to treat it for up to six months. If you have a bad reaction to one treatment you could try another. Antifungal creams or tablets are occasionally used. Pityriasis versicolor is harmless and often clears up without treatment, so not treating it is an option. Because the affected skin becomes pale it looks worse in people with dark skin or if you have a suntan. As from next month, Dr Jonathon will be joined in his column by Dr Shabana Rauf (pictured) responding to readers’ health queries.



Dr Rauf is currently working as a GP in a busy practice in East London and is particularly interested in women’s health.
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Jonathan King writes ...



free publicity given to the service over recent months, we would have probably taken another 3 years or more to get to this critical and exciting stage of our development. “To get the necessary support from NOMS we had to demonstrate that we could offer a service that would be efficient, secure and ‘zero cost’ as far as HMPS is concerned. This is the ultimate ‘win win’ situation, no cost to HMPS and also cheaper and faster than the post for our customers. As the usage increases we hope to be in a position to reduce the costs to users even further We will operate on a ‘not for profit’ basis and support our two nominated charities, New Bridge and Prisonchat UK.”



Outbound email service for prisoners
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Great news for EMAP and for prisoners! After successfully introducing the email system into over fifty UK prisons, a contractual agreement with NOMS has now been formalised. Billy Bragg’s Jail Guitar Doors



Two trials are planned to commence in January with an enhanced version of the EMAP service that will allow outbound emails (prisoners to families) and the ability to send attachments with emails inbound and outbound. The attachment facility will be a major factor for the solicitors and other organisations needing to send forms quickly for prisoners to complete.
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Inside Time, having highlighted the need for such a service on numerous occasions, is delighted to have been instrumental in advancing the introduction of the system in so many prisons over recent months. Hopefully the national roll out is now very close and all prisoners will be able to benefit from easier and more frequent communication with their loved ones.



This dramatic development follows a very positive evaluation of the service, which is a credit to Derek Jones, who designed the concept of EMAP whilst serving a prison sentence and dreamt of the day he could establish the service upon his release. Derek told Inside Time: “I believe we are on the verge of changing the future with regards to prisoner communication in the UK. But without the support of Inside Time and the



EMAP, PO BOX 4335, Frome, BA11 9AF. Telephone: 08700 429351



www.emailaprisoner.com



CRIMINAL DEFENCE & PRISON LAW SPECIALIST We offer Legal Advice and Representation on: ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



hen the economy is collapsing, with jobs going and a recession on, the one area of guaranteed success is entertainment. Everybody loves a great book; or some fabulous music; or a good film or TV series; or radio programme. It takes their minds off the depression. And those in prison have some cracking advantages. No board or lodging costs … no uncertainty about tomorrow ... lots of free time for contemplation - and creation.



Adjudications Licence Recalls Judicial Reviews Categorisation Reviews IPP & Extended Sentences Parole Appeals Confiscation Proceedings Criminal Proceedings Criminal Investigations 24 hours a day 7 days a week



020 8520 6600



We all know how popular writing poetry is in Her Majesty's estate. And look at some of the fine examples Inside Time brings you, and likewise the fiction and the art. With a bit of self discipline (unlike imagination, self discipline is a quality often sadly lacking amongst inmates) those wonderful poems can be turned into lyrics. With a good tune, they can become hit songs. With some constructive ideas, they can even be performed. We had some terrific shows when I was resident in Belmarsh, Elmley and Maidstone. A guitar solo, or as part of a group. Acapella. Rap. Country. Rock. Pop. Classical. Using hours inside to come up with hit songs and ideas is a really positive way to spend time. So whilst the media is crammed with doom and gloom about collapsing economies and repossessions, which it certainly will be if it can find the space between articles about murdered coconuts and other fantasies, the public will be desperate for entertainment.
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I had a great time in 2008 putting together ‘Vile Pervert: The Musical,’ kindly reviewed on these pages, and I learned that it's perfectly possible to make a full length movie for very little cost with a lot of imagination. With 30,000 views and downloads of it online in 2008, I'm now writing and planning the next film, equally cheap to make. The clues are - a good plot and script, some interesting characters, catchy songs (if it's a musical), original ideas in the filming and editing and there … you have it! We all know how hard it is to get anyone interested in employing or backing or investing in former prisoners, no matter what society may say and pretend. The secret is to avoid the problem by coming up with something that stands up in its own right. If you write a smash song, a Bleeding Love or a Hallelujah, there are hundreds of singers out there desperate for a global hit. And in this era of awful karaoke crooners (copying others in order to get onto a reality TV series), there's a huge gap waiting to be filled by original, interesting performers. There's a splendid history of links between music and prison, from Johnny Cash to the wonderful Billy Bragg (yes, he's as nice as he is talented). So here's to a superb 2009 - and some truly earth shattering talent emerging from the cells of Britain's jails!
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efore the Norman Conquest of 1066, England was in what was called the ‘Dark Ages’. During this period, British justice followed the Saxon system. King Alfred (he of the burnt cakes) was responsible for some of our first laws: in those days the King was the Law and it was he who held Court. One of our fundamental principles of law dates from Alfred, who said that ‘in the eyes of the law everyone is equal; the rich, the poor – everyone getting equal treatment’.



B



Alfred said that all laws had to be written in plain and simple English which anyone could understand; though very few ‘ordinary folk’ would be able to read in those days. Justice and law at that time were about wisdom - not pleasing the tabloid press. If you were accused of a crime in Alfred’s day you could swear an oath that you were innocent and that effectively was that. Later, in the middle ages, there were ‘tests before God’ which, if you survived, showed you were innocent. You might be held underwater and if you didn’t drown you were innocent, or you would be burnt and if you healed quickly you were innocent. The tenet of being ‘innocent until proven guilty’ was highly developed and has only recently changed to a requirement for a defendant to prove their innocence: and there were no targets for conviction so the whole process was more thoughtful. Punishments were usually public affairs designed to humiliate the felon (there were no newspapers or television, so a few hanging corpses left to rot or heads on spikes publicised the folly of committing a crime). In more recent times the idea of public humiliation fell out of favour until it was recently revived by New Labour and the tabloids. Even up to the late 19th century people, including women and small children, could be hanged for what we would now consider minor crimes; and corporal punishment, where warders were allowed to flog prisoners, lasted until only fifty years ago. On Christmas Day 1066 William, Duke of Normandy, was crowned King William I of England. In 1086 he commissioned the Domesday Book, a national survey of who owned what in England and which ran to over 400 pages. Later, when Henry 1st was crowned in 1100, he issued a ‘Charter of Liberties’ to the upper crust of the time setting out various feudal customs. A few Kings later, in May 1199, King John was crowned after his older brother, Richard I, died in France. At this time the King was above the law – he was the Law and John exploited this position to tax the barons until their ‘pip squeaked’ (to quote Dennis Healy): defaulters were ruthlessly punished. He needed the money because he was continually starting wars; and wars were expensive. John was a bully and disregarded the Law to deal with opponents (a sort of English version of Robert Mugabe). His behaviour was so bad that in 1208 the barons got Pope Innocent III to excommunicate him and place a papal interdict on England. This screwed up the church in England, which didn’t please the priests. John was in a bit of a bad position. The church was against him, he was fighting the barons, and public opinion was against him. He needed a quick fix! What was he to do? He acquired a new Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton, who cancelled his excommunication (he could go to Heaven again!), and in return John agreed to make Pope Innocent ‘Overlord of England’. This meant that the top man of the feudal hierarchy was not now King John but the Pope. The barons were still not happy and France was looking set to invade, so John needed another fix. The barons took up arms against the King and on 17th May 1215 captured the Tower of London. Since 1213 a council of barons had been working on a charter at St. Albans (now



King John signing Magna Carta at Runnymede in 1215



Magna Carta to Europe by Paul W Sullivan a cathedral) which would take away the arbitrary power of the King to be above the law. After capturing London and the Tower, the barons demanded a ‘Charter of Liberties’ (their charter) to safeguard themselves against the King’s disregard for the law. John was in a real fix now, so on 10th June 1215 the King and barons negotiated at Runnymede and the King agreed to place his seal on a provisional document called the ‘Articles of the Barons’ (the King did not sign such charters but applied his Royal Seal). King John got his people to draw up an official version and, in return, the barons again pledged allegiance to the King. The King’s version became known as the ‘Magna Carta’ (Latin for ‘Great Charter’). The Magna Carta was not intended to be a declaration of rights or principles but a ‘quick fix’ solution to John’s current political crisis. Contrary to King Alfred’s view that laws should be written in plain English, the Magna Carta was handwritten in Medieval Latin; using many abbreviations instead of complete words (this was common practice then because it was written on parchment, which is dried and scraped animal skin and expensive). Copies were sent all around the country to sheriffs, bishops and other people in official positions. Many people believe that the Magna Carta contains all our modern principles of law but that is not the case; the Charter set out rules of conduct concerning the justice system of 13th century England. Only three clauses now remain, all the others having become obsolete or have been removed over the years. The three remaining clauses are that the English Church shall be free and have its rights undiminished or impaired: that every town, city and borough will be free to enjoy their customs and liberties, and finally, and most famous of all: ‘No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled; nor will we proceed with force against him except by the lawful judgement of his equals or by the law of the land. To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice’. This is the clause which has been claimed to guarantee trial by jury. The main purpose of the Magna Carta, at the time, was to recognise that the King (or sovereign) had to comply with the laws of the land (as the barons saw



them, anyway) just the same as everyone else. What the Magna Carta said was that the Law was a power in its own right, to which everyone was subject. The Magna Carta of 1215 went through a number of modifications and re-writes in the ensuing years. John died a year after Runneymede and the Earl of Pembroke (Regent) immediately revised it; in 1225, Henry III issued a revision and it was not until 1297 that Edward I placed the final version on the statute roll.



17th century. James II had been notorious for overriding Parliament and this angered the members; when James abdicated and William and Mary were crowned, a ‘Bill of Rights’ was drafted to avoid a repetition of James’ tyranny. This bill guaranteed free elections (not that many people had the vote then and it’s still less than 100 years since the emancipation of women in Britain); and freedom of speech for members speaking in Parliament which forbade the questioning of their utterances even by a court (you may have heard of ‘Parliamentary Privilege’ whereby MPs can slander who they wish with impunity as long as they do it in the Commons chamber). Known as the Glorious (or Bloodless) Revolution, this Bill also barred Catholics from the throne (Charles and Camilla take note!), and barred the monarch from the arbitrary suspension of Parliament (this is why the Prime Minister has to ask the Queen to dissolve Parliament and, after an election, she asks the Prime Minister to make a government). On April 11th 1689, William and Mary were crowned in Westminster Abbey and were required to swear to obey Parliament’s laws and the clauses in the new Bill of Rights. It is interesting for modern day prisoners that the Bill forbade ‘cruel and unusual punishments’, now part of current European law, and stated that excessive bail should not be used on the un-convicted nor excessive fines imposed (Gordon Brown/Jack Straw and Co. take note!). William and Mary swore that these Rights would be unalienable and strictly observed. There were two other important Acts at this time; the 1689 Toleration Act which forbade religious intolerance (whilst the Bill of Rights of the same year banned Catholics from the throne!) and the 1694 Triennial Act, which made general elections obligatory every three years. Clauses from the Magna Carta relevant to prison life:■ No official shall place a man on trial upon his own unsupported statement without producing credible witnesses to the truth of it (adjudications). ■ To no one will we sell to or deny or delay right or justice (interference with legal letters). ■ We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs and other officials only men that know the law of the realm and are minded to keep it well (prison warders).



“... here is a law which is above the King and which even he must not break. This reaffirmation of a supreme law and its expression in a general charter is the great work of Magna Carta; and this alone justifies the respect in which men have held it.” Winston Churchill, 1956 Since Magna Carta there have been various attempts at producing constitutional charters. In 1628, Parliament sent Charles I a ‘Petition of Right’, a list of civil liberties, in exchange for granting taxation. In 1679, Parliament passed the Habeas Corpus Act which protects people from being made to ‘disappear’ by the state and kept incommunicado; and is still used. The next major step forward was in the late



■ All fines that have been given to us unjustly and against the law of the land, and all fines that we have exacted unjustly, shall be entirely remitted. After the Second World War, in 1948, the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and on 2nd October 2000 the British Human Rights Act 1998 came into force, which made the European Convention on Human Rights enforceable in British courts. Time doesn’t stand still and tinkering continues: being intent on removing the House of Lords, the Government decided to do away with the Law Lords who are currently the final appeal process from English courts. The Constitutional Reform Act 2005 sets up a new Supreme Court of the United Kingdom. This court will be the new final point of appeal (but not in Scotland, where it will remain with the High Court of Justiciary). There are already ‘Supreme Courts’ in England and Wales, created in the 1870s, but these will now become ‘Senior Courts’. The Government claims that it wants to separate the ‘courts’ from ‘government’ because the public doesn’t like the present system (not that they were asked) which has worked reasonably well for a very long time. The new court will be in Parliament Square and allegedly cost over £60 million. It is expected to start operating in late 2009, with the old Law Lords appointed as its first judges.
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Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org ince ancient times there have been elite groups of unaccountable killers. Around 500 BC, Darius the Great created his 10,000 "Immortals", to enforce his commands and cement his rule. By 336 BC, Alexander the Great had his "Companions" also as bodyguards and enforcers. From the 12th Century in Japan, Samurai Warriors answerable only to a Daimyo, a feudal baron, under the Hojo, Ashikaga and Tokugawan Shogunates had the right to execute any peasant who offended them in any way. Samurai not being stripped of their rights until 1871 when the feudal system was abolished.



S



Parallels in history Keith Rose says that an examination of modern Britain reveals close parallels with totalitarian states



Hitler's SD or Security Service can be found under the initials M15 whilst Britain's equivalent of Secret State Police or Gestapo can be found in any police force under the name of Special Branch, the usual enforcement arm of M15. A harsh view? Not really, for an examination of modern Britain reveals close parallels with totalitarian states, perhaps more so.



Hitler followed the trend with the creation of the SA (Sturmabteilung Nazi Paramilitaries), known as Brown Shirts around 1921, following with the SS (Schutzstaffel or Defence Corps) in 1925 who wore black shirts in a sycophantic imitation of Mussolini's corps. British Bobbies in the 21st Century The Gestapo (Gehime Staatspolizei or Secret State Police) was founded in 1933 by Hitler's principal lieutenant, Hermann Goring, to operate as the enforcement arm of the SD (Sichereitsdienst or Security Service). In the same year all civil and constitutional rights were suspended for German citizens. Simultaneously, Germany saw the introduction of "Peoples Courts" where the jury were directed by judges to their verdicts, ending the notion of fair trials. The Second World War was fought against Germany with the stated aims of ending totalitarianism, to make the world safe for democracy, and to protect the civil rights of the individual. A reconstruction of the killing of an innocent man at Stockwell underground station London 22/07/05



It is remarkable therefore that modern Britain can boast all Hitler's "innovations" in one form or another. Recently, we have seen the Jean Charles de Menezes inquest coroner direct the jury as to
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their verdict by denying them their right to bring in a verdict of Unlawful Killing. An Unlawful Killing verdict may have led to pressure to bring murder charges against C12 and C2, the two SO13 killers of Jean Charles de Menezes, whose story of the killing was so at odds with that of independent witnesses. A murder charge would render C12 and C2 accountable to a court. Coincidentally, Hitler's unaccountable SS also wore black uniforms with trousers tucked into boots, carried German sub-machine guns, the MP4O, and favoured the Walther P38 pistol made in Germany and Austria. The Metropolitan Police Force's SO13 wear black uniforms tucked into boots and carry German submachine guns, the MP5, and favour the Walther pistol or that of the Austrian made Glock 17.



In more contemporary times, Mussolini founded the Black Shirts, a group of Fascist killers, in Italy in 1919. The Russian State went through an alphabet of initials for their unaccountable organisations including; December 1917 VeCheka or Cheka, 1922 GPU, 1923 OGPU, 1934 NKVD & NKGB, 1943 MGB, 1953 MYD, concluding in 1954 with the KGB (Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti or State Security Committee).
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Citizenship and civil rights? Concepts unheard of in Britain until forced into law by the European Human Rights Act, as Britons traditionally have had no constitutional or civil rights. Britain still does not have a written constitution, the only country in the world lacking one, and all Britons are subjects of the Queen. A dynastic, feudalistic notion which states that a few people are born privileged whilst the rest, unless ennobled, are merely serfs. Subjects are not citizens, but should I mention that the British monarchy is of German origin? Whilst the Jean Charles de Menezes inquest illustrates that no subject of the Queen has the right to life, it is only the most publicised killing by "Specialist Firearms Officers"; there have been many more. To date, no British police officer has ever been convicted of killing whilst on duty, in keeping with the tradition began by Darius the Great, that of unaccountable killing squads. Keith Rose BA (Hons) is currently resident at HMP Long Lartin
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being in the position that I now find myself being a mandatory lifer. So when the article asks would the death penalty have stopped my crime then the answer is no, because I didn't commit mine.



pon reading an article: 'Lethal Injection: The Facts' where it described, in lurid detail, exactly what happens in the USA to those facing the death penalty for homicide, I began to question exactly what my fellow prisoners made of the practice of state sponsored execution? I ask because this topic interests me generally and also I am an Open University student currently studying mental health issues such as death, loss, distress, and depression as part of my degree.



U



I myself have been convicted of murder, and if I had been born some 30 years earlier my neck would have been swinging in the hangman's noose. Fair enough, some of you might think; if you take someone's life then you deserve all you get. Except that I have a problem with this for two reasons: firstly, I abhor the death penalty and all that it stands for (which is the state sponsored premeditated murder of a helpless victim, no matter who they are or what they have done) and secondly, I am not even guilty of the crime for which I was convicted; being one of those lifers who have continued to maintain full innocence from day one. So what of the lethal injection itself, how is this carried out? Those sentenced to the death penalty can face many years on Death Row (sometimes over 20 years) before finally being given the grave news that their number is up. They are then transferred from Death Row to a special family cell where they get to spend the penultimate day of their lives with their families and loved ones. The cell itself is so sanitized, white and uncomfortable looking that you wouldn't be able to relax in there anyway, let alone face the prospect of imminent death. On the day of execution itself, the prisoner is then moved to the execution chamber and strapped down on a table where two members of staff (prison guards, not nurses) insert cannulas into both arms of the prisoner. Tubes several millimetres thick are then shoved onto these cannulas and actually into the arms themselves. This procedure takes some twenty minutes to complete. The cannulas are then attached to a pump, which in turn will deliver each of the three lethal cocktail ingredients awaiting introduction to the human body. However to make things worse, if that is indeed possible, a viewing mirror is then uncovered and a room full of officials, family



State sponsored execution Craig Topping argues that lethal injections bring nothing but eternal shame on the US (belonging to both the murder victim(s) and the soon to be murdered prisoner), and other assorted strangers, is then revealed. The prisoner may speak his last words if he so wishes. Finally, there comes the actual injection, which occurs in three stages. The first is a sedative; the second a paralysing agent, which prevents respiration and stops the heart; the third and final step is the actual poison. This 3-stage injection takes a couple of minutes and then death itself takes anything from 2-5 minutes. Nice and quick then; eternal shame on the USA. Just to add a little extra spice, it has been shown that around 1-5% of executions by lethal injection do not work on the first attempt because the cannulas are placed in the muscle and not the vein. In fact, if after 3 attempts the prisoner is not dead they get a stay of execution. This last happened in 2006 when on the third attempt, and despite having



lost over a pint of blood, the victim managed to somehow struggle free. I wonder if the audience thought the show worth the admission price. At the end of the article it asks whether having the death penalty in England would have prevented any convicted murderers who happened to be reading it from committing their crime; an interesting psycho-social point that again interests me academically. As I am now seven years into a twelve-year minimum term, I read this article with initial interest and curiosity, which quickly grew into abject horror. You only have to read the above to see why. Without wanting to go into the details, to date, my sentence has flown by, yet not one single day has passed when I haven't regretted all of the mistakes I have made in the past. Nevertheless, I do not for one minute consider those mistakes deserve my
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All aspects of defence law, prison law and family law work including divorce, contact and care proceedings. Contact Lynda Hodgson or Lesley Powell at Everys, 18 Southernhay West, Exeter, EX1 1PJ. T: 01392 477983



In general terms however, I don't think the death penalty would make any difference to any crime. Being the kind of animal that we humans are, most of our crimes are either opportunistic or compelled by intense emotions, whether desire or anger. We frequently offend without premeditation, thought, or regret. You only have to look at today's UK prison estate full of young men serving Indeterminate Sentences for Public Protection or other life sentences (including for murder) for senseless knife and gun crimes, and who have often been raised in an environment of social deprivation paired with a peer group that has become somewhat deadened inside to the true tragedy of the gang/knife/gun cultures that they maintain, as well as violence in general. So who actually benefits from the death penalty? The dead victim(s)? Certainly not; I know that if I was murdered, I wouldn't want my killer rotting in a cell for the rest of his or her life; rather I would hope they were, one day, contributing to society and helping the lives of those less fortunate than themselves after serving many years behind prison doors and undergoing a sustained programme of punishment and rehabilitation the government deems worthy within its prisons. So if not the victim, what about the families; do they benefit? Again, I think not. True, it may suffice the vengeful (understandable) feelings of the victim’s family, but it doesn’t help them in the least. The victim cannot be brought back. Forgiveness, an easy word to say or remember but very difficult to understand or put into practice, is something missing from large swathes of today’s society, which in itself is a tragedy. But it is this forgiveness which needs to raise its head and be seen and heard if the US mentality is to be beaten back and human decency and kindness are to assert themselves; and let us also hope that David Cameron and the Conservatives lose the next election, because he has already indicated he would pull out of the Human Rights Act. Craig Topping is currently resident at HMP Featherstone
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Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org about the freedom they possess - albeit in prison. Harry Patch (110) is the last remaining serviceman to have gone over the trenches during World War 1. He sat as proud today as he probably has been all his life. If one listens to his words they will hear not a boastful man but a man who expressed fear and was proud of it. One of his many quotes reads … ‘Any man who said they weren't afraid of going over the top is a bloody liar'. Does the modern generation not relate to that fear? Do we take for granted the freedom and democracy we possess?



Surviving World War 1 veterans at The Cenotaph, London 2008



Lest we forget Andy Wright wonders why paying due respect to those who gave us our freedom is, for many, seemingly too much to ask aving spent the last 13 years in various penal establishments, it still vexes me to witness the inept lack of respect afforded to those who bravely and uncompromisingly fought to give us what we have today; our freedoms.
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The brave soldiers of the First and Second World Wars asked for nothing in return for what they selflessly went through. Soldiers of the modern era, such as those fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq, are more or less the same. So why is it that so many who enjoy the very freedom they provided cannot give them two minutes of silence? Is it really too much to ask? There are over half a million minutes



in a year; yet there are countless people who seemingly cannot afford just two of them as a mark of respect. After watching the Cenotaph service, I looked forward to the following Tuesday in order to see the three remaining servicemen who fought in World War 1. I was moved to watch Henry Allingham (aged 112) struggle in defiance of his advancing years to stubbornly place a wreath at the foot of the cenotaph rather than let someone else do it. Although he was aided, it portrayed a spirit and bravery which still abounds to this day. Maybe those who were ‘too busy’ to give those two minutes should have watched Henry and thought
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Another veteran, William Stone (108), who actually tried in vain to enlist at the age of 15, sat proudly as he watched his wreath placed gently on the stone surface of the Cenotaph. I have to mention prison officers who also negate the silence. Although not every officer is disrespectful, there are many who are. Whilst watching the service and adhering to the two-minute silence, as I do every year, there was a five-a-side football match taking place right outside my window with the PTI looking on. I desperately wanted to break my respectful silence but thought better of it, as I'm sure they were more interested in their game than paying respects to those who gave so much to allow a game like that to be played in the first place. Here at Dovegate, the chaplain read out some verses through the tannoy system, which was a new experience to me. However, I couldn't help overhear a couple of inmates protest and
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ask aloud: 'What's this crap all about?' Having spent many years in prison, I have come across certain groups of inmates who can easily be categorised once one gets through their bogus facade. There are many so-called ‘gangsters' milling through the system. Some may only be the 'plastic' variety … I don't really care what they are but they could actually do some good if they wanted to atone for their crimes. I expect in the past, before coming to prison, there have been members of the younger generation that looked up to these ‘gangster’ types wishing to emulate them. Carrying guns and knives to be like their idols. But you can make a difference. Instead of encouraging today’s youth to follow in your footsteps, why not point them in the direction of the nearest forces recruitment centre? Wouldn't they be more beneficial fighting for the country rather than on the streets? Carrying a gun or a knife on the streets of the United Kingdom can only lead to one outcome; however getting paid to do it, in the right context and environment, and gaining an employable status and possibly a career, would obviously benefit the individual far more in the fixture. This must be a better way, and if one impressionable youth takes the path leading to the recruitment centre, and actually makes a success of their life, then they will perhaps come to understand the sacrifice given by so many in order that we can have our today.



Did you serve in the Armed Forces? If you are a former member of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces we want you to be aware of the help and support available to you. Prison In-Reach aims to ensure that all Armed Forces veterans that are prison and probation offenders, their families and the resettlement services are fully aware of the types and levels of help and support they can get. This includes help from the Service Personnel and Veterans Agency (SPVA) and ex-Service charities. As a veteran, Prison In-Reach promotes the help you can get before as well as after your release so you can be successful on civvy street. For veterans, the first people to speak to are the Service Personnel and Veterans Agency, part of the Ministry of Defence (MOD). The SPVA offers advice as well as support on war pensions, compensation, welfare and access to Service records. Prison staff or your family and friends can help you by contacting the SPVA on your behalf on its freephone helpline: 0800 169 2277 or through their website www.veterans-uk.info. Prison In-Reach has ensured that this website is now available to prison staff across the UK through its computer network. There are many Service-related charities and other voluntary organisations that also offer support to former members of the Armed Forces. The SPVA will often signpost veterans to them, or you can go direct. The advertisement for the Royal British Legion and Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen-Forces Help (SSAFA) on this page shows the help that these two specifically provide. Three charities, The Royal British Legion, SSAFA and the specialist mental health charity Combat Stress, all offer welfare visits to those offenders who are veterans and their families. These visits do not count against a personal visit allowance. Prison staff can help you arrange visits through the following help-lines: Royal British Legion: 0845 772 5725 SSAFA-Forces: 020 7403 8783 - Combat Stress: 01372 841 600 If you are not a veteran but know offenders who are, or their families, please make sure they are aware of the help that is available to them.



“ When you walk in



helping people to live crime-free lives



support and training for • accommodation, prison leavers wanting to resettle crimefree centres across England (including • project drug rehabilitation and women’s projects)



peaceful lanes so green remember us and think what might have been ” We do remember them



ITALY STAR ASSOCIATION 1943-1945



Ask your Resettlement Worker, Probation Officer or Chaplain about us



Veterans! Join us



01993 774075 www.langleyhousetrust.org



Phone our National Secretary on: 020 8241 0275



Registered Social Landlord H4250 Registered Charity 290059



“Casa Laeta”, 28 Boundary Road, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3HG.
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n its obsessive and compulsive drive to promote notions of diversity, embracing and so-called ‘celebrating’ different needs and inclusion which, in its usual knee-jerk responses to specific minority interests always seems to place race, religion and sexual orientation above all else, the Prison Service has continually failed to recognise any other special needs group, and by far the most neglected has been the aged and disabled prisoner population.



older prisoners were being discharged into the community who did not appear to be subject to the single assessment process which is meant to identify their specific needs as recommended within that National Service Framework. Nothing has changed and perhaps nothing will until some years hence when the older prisoner population will rise to levels where policies to deal with them will be conveniently accelerated.



I



Although the UK is apt to follow the worst of US prison practices in sentencing policy and other practices, perhaps we can actually learn something from them in the treatment of older or disabled prisoners. For example, the Hocking Correctional facility in Ohio, formerly a hospital, houses the country’s oldest prison population. The establishment holds some 400 older medium to low risk offenders whose average age is 56.



For them, unless they fit nicely into a racial, religious or sexual orientation group, the best they can hope for is that they won’t be treated any less favourably than any group, and yet with age and disability cutting across all social and minority spheres and interests, the aged and disabled prisoners’ needs go largely unrecognised. In fact by its own admissions and lack of a coherent national policy and strategy, within the Prison Service there are no special provisions for the aged prisoners, who are by far the fastest growing group of all offenders and in line with the current Home Office criteria on what defines an older prisoner, I refer to those over the age of fifty years. Although fifty might seem a relatively young age, in current terms there are perhaps sound reasons why that should be the starting point, especially for prisoners; although a significantly number of the elderly prisoner group are over the age of sixty. The reason for the increase in the number of elderly prisoners is the introduction of laws that require mandatory minimum or maximum sentences and prisoners in general serving longer terms. Thus they are remaining in prison longer and aging whilst in the system, and although the prison system is based on managing prisoners who are young when they enter that system and will still be young when released, elderly prisoners do not fit this model.



Past their shelf life Lifer Charles Hanson questions why the Prison Service has no coherent national policy or strategy for dealing with elderly prisoners concern”. In fact the Prison Service recognises neither the different needs of elderly prisoners, many who suffer from disability, or that there is a problem. It is very much a ‘bury one’s head in the sand’ approach, amounting to what one might argue is neglect. Equality, inclusion and diversity for the elderly prisoner are meaningless concepts, for they



In 1971, a quarter of the nation was under the age of 16 whilst only 15 per cent were of pensionable age. Today, almost 12 million are of retirement age – representing some 20 per cent of the population and as special advisor at Help the Aged Mervyn Kohler said, “an ageing society is a fact of life which should be welcomed and embraced, not treated with



 On 31 March 2008 there were 2,300 prisoners aged over 60 in England and Wales, including 454 over 70.  People aged 60 and over are now the fastest growing age group in the prison estate.  More than one in ten older prisoners belong to a minority ethnic group, far higher than the proportion of the general population.  The majority of men in prison aged 60 and over (56%) have committed sex offences.



Give yourself the best chance



don’t exist and the Prison Service has no idea how to formulate them. The Department of Health National Service Framework for the care of older prisoners (2001) specifically refers to the wide range of health and social care needs, both whilst in prison and on release. Yet by 2004, the Framework had still not been adopted and  The increase in the elderly prison population is not explained by demographic changes, nor can it be explained by a socalled ‘elderly crime wave’.  More than half of all elderly prisoners suffer from a mental disorder.  The significant rise in the number of male prisoners aged over 60 is not matched by a corresponding rise in the number of men convicted by the courts for indictable offences. Source: The Prison Reform Trust



PROBLEMS WITH THE PRISON? YOU NEED



With a wealth of experience and technical knowhow, we can represent you on Adjudications, Parole Hearings (Lifer, IPP, and Determinate sentence prisoners), Licence Recalls or Categorisation issues and claims for Unlawful Detention, as well as advice on claims for Judicial Review. Whatever the matter, we can provide you with excellent, effective advice or representation. Contact Rob Smith on 01782 324454 for a free, impartial consultation. 88-90 The Strand, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 2BP 25 Wardwick, Derby, DE1 1HA



Ofﬁces in: Burton upon Trent Derby Leicester Stoke-on-Trent Swadlincote



Given the Prison Service’s apathy and concentration on that which does not extend to the relatively compliant aged prisoner group, the elderly prisoner might not have such longevity of life to witness the change so urgently needed to provide at least for some meaningful quality of life and the diversity which it so actively encourages for other groups. The fact that it disregards the needs of the older and disabled prisoner, who is often regarded as having no ‘shelf life’ and unworthy of consideration, is a sad indictment of what one should come to expect in a civilised and humane society and that is perhaps no more than one should come to expect from a chaotic prison system which is more used to recycling and warehousing offenders through a revolving door so that they too might one day fall into the category of the aged offender. Charles Hanson is currently resident at HMP Blantyre House



BE DEFENDED NOT DEFEATED SHORES ANCHOR SOLICITORS



The Johnson Partnership When it comes to seeking legal advice, give yourself an advantage and talk to one of the regions largest specialist Criminal Defence and Prison Law teams.



The prison has a two-part pre-release programme specific to older prisoners, for those returning to the workforce, and those who will retire. Especially trained staff deal with the special needs of the elderly and the often feeble, hard of hearing and disabled prisoners; with local senior volunteer organisations working closely within the prison. Other states have similar regimes with wide-ranging activities for the elderly and infirm prisoner that are specific to this aged group.



Specialist Prison law and Criminal Defence Solicitors



CRIMINAL DEFENCE & PRISON LAW SPECIALISTS



Appeals against convictions and sentence Lifers issues Parole Hearing Disciplinary adjudications (MDTS, unauthorise possessions etc)



Licence Recall



Categorization



Adjudications



Transfers



Lifer Panels



HDC



Tariff Reviews - Licence Recalls Judicial Reviews & Human Rights cases HDC applications - Compassionate release Categorisation & Transfers Confiscation orders Immigration & Deportation



Parole Applications Immediate advice and assistance from one of the largest criminal law firms in the country, available 24/7. Contact our Prison Law Department on: (0115)941 9141 at any time or write to us at FREEPOST NEA15948,NOTTINGHAM NG1 1BR Regulated by the Solicitors’ Regulation Authority



NATIONWIDE SERVICE Contact Theresa, Ade or Prince at:



Shores Anchor Solicitors 41d Kilburn High Road London NW6 5SB



020 7372 1966 24 hours : 07956239388
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Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org who now lives alone and even though his crime was thirty years ago he has been banned from all contact with his grandchildren. His grown up children now say they don't want anything to do with him and are pressurizing his wife into divorcing him. Like many older men, Fred needs to use the toilet several times a night; but he does not have in-cell sanitation and is constantly worried about wetting the bed. Brusque prison officers frighten him, while young and noisy prisoners terrify him. He doesn't understand the IPP at all; some people tell him he’ll be eligible for parole in two and a half years. Others say it will be more like ten years; perhaps more. With all that on his mind he has become deeply depressed and is considered a suicide risk. Are there many like Fred in the prison system? Here at Albany, according to the most recent prison inspector’s report, 100 plus prisoners are 50-59; 60 plus are 60-69; and around 20 are over seventy. We have numerous prisoners with chronic diseases some are even battling cancer and several are in wheelchairs; all of them being held in standard category B and C conditions. To his great credit, I know the Governor is well aware of the challenges such a large group of elderly prisoners presents and has recently persuaded the local Social Services Department to take greater involvement in the care and welfare of our elderly population. But sometimes it seems that he is working with one hand tied behind his back because from where I sit, it seems the Prison Service has little interest in providing the environment and care that these prisoners desperately need.



Too old to be cared for? Peter Byard introduces ‘Fred’ and the various challenges he faces as a despairing, disabled prisoner et me introduce you to ‘Fred’. I've made him up, however I'm sure many of you will recognise him somewhere within the confines of your prison. He's seventy-three years old and was recently given an IPP sentence with a five-year tariff for an offence he committed in 1978. He's diabetic, with high blood pressure and rather shaky on his legs. The diabetes has affected his eyesight, which is slowly failing. The court case came out of the blue and hit him very hard. He is worried about his elderly wife



L



CRIMINAL DEFENCE & PRISON LAW SPECIALISTS Advice & Representation on all aspects of Criminal Defence & Prison Law including:



Parole Board Hearings Recats Recalls Adjudications Complaints Appeals Advice given on all aspects of Prison Law Contact Michaela Hoggarth or Vanessa Welch at



FRANK BRAZELL & PARTNERS FOR ADVICE 0800 0832724 020 7689 8989 We also specialise in all aspects of Family Work, Divorce, Contact with Children, Child Care arrangements for mothers in prison.



FRANK BRAZELL & PARTNERS 97 White Lion Street London N1 9PL Representing our clients 24 hours a day, 365 days a year



Some things can be handled fairly easily. Fred's ground floor cell means he doesn't have to climb stairs very often, and the wing has an orderly who gets his meals, mops his cell and makes sure Fred keeps himself clean and tidy. The orderly is new; the last one charged a Mars bar every time he cleaned a cell and his clients were too frightened to say ‘no’. Fortunately, he was spotted intimidating one of them and has now been moved on. Fred has most of the medicines he needs, though the process of getting them from healthcare is often somewhat hit and miss and he finds it really stressful. Every now and then, another prisoner pressurizes Fred into handing over his tablets. Sometimes Fred gives in, just to get some peace, but that means he has to go without painkillers or sleeping pills for a week or so. When it comes to his sentence, Fred is in despair. His crime, which he can hardly remember, was long ago. Since then he has brought up his own family and become a doting grandfather, yet prison staff keep telling him he is still a ‘high risk’ to the public. Apparently it doesn't matter how long his tariff is, unless he does courses to reduce his risk he won't be released. But Fred doesn't understand; how on earth can he be dangerous? He can hardly walk. He will do the courses if he has to, but the idea of sitting in a group with some of the young tearaways he sees on the wing frightens him. He hears all manner of horror stories about coursework; it all seems so bleak that he can't get the idea of dying in prison out of his mind.



SO LIC IT O R S



We are here to fight for your rights throughout your time in custody Immediate visit, proactive advice and assistance and vigorous representation in all aspects of prison law including: ‡ Licence Revocation and Recall to Custody (prompt intervention & effective review with the Parole Board)



‡ Adjudications:(MDTs, Unauthorised articles etc) ‡ Tariff Reviews and Minimum term Representation ‡ Parole Applications/Appeals ‡ Oral Hearings with the Parole Board (entire process) ‡ Re-categorisation and Cat A Reviews ‡ Family Law, Care Proceedings & Contact with children ‡ Criminal, Magistrate & Crown Court cases/VHCC's/CCRC We also provide specialist immigration services on a privately funded basis. For immediate assistance please call



Tel: 0208 770 7143 Emergency Mobile 07799601429 Fax: 0208 643 9245



Or write to either Kris or Vallee at: Sam Solicitors 2 8 8 , H i g h St r e e t Sutton Surrey SM1 1PQ



Clients accepted throughout the country
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My story of Fred gives some idea of the complex issues involved in dealing with elderly prisoners. His physical needs are just the start; cells can be equipped with grab-rails, but prison bunks are hardly orthopaedic beds and the cell doors aren't wide enough to accommodate a wheelchair. Care orderlies and prisoners trained to push wheelchairs help enormously, yet great care has to be taken to make sure they do not abuse that trust. In-cell sanitation is essential, but here in Albany that is in short supply. We have seats in showers, but baths with hoists would be a useful addition. Medical provision is a headache: appropriate levels of care will always be difficult to maintain in prison and some important drugs, like opiates, are completely unavailable. However the worries increase when you consider the psychological needs of elderly prisoners. The only punishment prisoners are supposed to undergo is the denial of liberty. There are only a few prisoners in the whole estate who have been sentenced to die in prison, ‘whole life’ tariffs, yet in Albany the scenario of a prisoner dying of sickness or old age is relatively common. The open-ended nature of the IPP sentence is bad enough for a young man, but for the elderly it is cruel; an inhumane punishment that can far exceed the intention of those wanting a fitting punishment for the crime. Add to that the psychological stress of being an old person in a prison environment, often being denied contact with their family, and the result is little short of torture. Albany is having a prison hospital built in its grounds. As a pragmatic solution by the health service it will include an 'end of life care' unit to accommodate prisoners with terminal illnesses such as cancer. The building of the unit is a profoundly compassionate gesture; but what kind of society can justify putting a hospice inside a prison? Of course release on compassionate grounds is possible, and I know this prison has applied for it in every appropriate case, yet it often takes far too long for the Home Office to agree and I am shocked to discover that some prisoners have turned release down, preferring to die in prison amongst their friends rather than be released into a friendless and hostile society. The solution to these issues involves balancing appropriate punishment and public protection against the distress caused to elderly or infirm prisoners by being held in conventional prison conditions. Initiatives like the Age Concern Older Offenders Project (ACOOP) must be welcomed and I am sure that prisons like Albany will continue to do the best they can, but for the oldest and most infirm prisoners what is really needed are secure nursing homes instead of prisons. They need rooms, not cells, and proper nursing support. And the irony is that such accommodation would probably be much cheaper to operate. Elderly and infirm prisoners must be treated with dignity; the thinking has to go a lot further and we have barely started.



INSIDE? YOU NEED A FRIEND ON THE OUTSIDE... At Keith Park Solicitors we have many years experience representing our clients, not only before sentencing but also once they are in custody. There are many ways we can help you with advice and representation once you are on the ‘inside’. Our team of Legal experts will be your friends on the outside. We specialise in: OUTSIDE ADJUDICATIONS. Have you committed an offence whilst in custody? We can provide representation for you in front of the adjudicator. PAROLE BOARD HEARINGS. We can supply written representations and attending oral hearings. CATEGORISATION. If you want us to assist by way of written representations – we can help.



PRISON RECALL. Have you been recalled and do you think the decision is justiﬁed? We can prepare written submissions and appear on your behalf before the parole board. PRISON COMPLAINTS AND REFERRALS TO THE PRISON OMBUDSMAN. If you feel you are treated badly in prison, you can make a complaint. We can help you through the procedure.



Call us on freephone: 0800 374388 (24 hours).



CRIMINAL DEFENCE LAWYERS



Keith Park Solicitors Claughton House, 39 Barrow Street, St Helens WA 10 1RX E: [email protected]
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PSO



PRISON SERVICE ORDER 0500 Reception



PRISON SERVICE ORDER 0900 Categorisation and Allocation



This PSO “sets out the procedures and actions that must be completed in the first two to three hours after a prisoner arrives in an establishment, as the initial stage in a process leading on to First Night and Induction”.



The present categorisation system is based on a flawed concept which was introduced following the Mountbatten Report in the mid-1960s. Basically, Cat A Prisoners whose escape would be highly dangerous to the public or the police or the security of the state, no matter how unlikely that escape might be, and for whom the aim must be to make escape impossible. Cat B Prisoners for whom the very highest conditions of security are not necessary, but for whom escape must be made very difficult. Cat C Prisoners who cannot be trusted in open conditions but who do not have the resources and will to make a determined escape attempt. And Cat D Prisoners who can be reasonably trusted in open conditions.



I must say that it is less daunting going through Reception nowadays compared to when I first entered prison. There is effort made by the staff to see that prisoners are treated decently. Previously the process was designed to dehumanise the civilian into prisoner status. Account is taken for first-timers, although I was amused to read “and each subsequent time thereafter” as though it was a forgone conclusion guests would keep coming back through being stuck in the revolving door syndrome.



“All prisoners new to custody or to an establishment are provided with an appropriate induction process. The aims are to assist and support the prisoner’s integration into the establishment; to continue the assessment process; and to enable the prisoner to remain safe, make the best use of their time in custody, and prepare for a law abiding life after release”. This PSO explains that induction is not an event but rather a process. “The purpose is to inform prisoners about prison life, the regime and their responsibilities and privileges and to begin to prepare them for their return to the community”.



watch In his monthly feature exclusively for Inside Time, former prisoner John Hirst simplifies Prison Service Orders. John spent a total of 25 years in prison (his tariff was 15 years - discretionary life sentence for manslaughter) and is the author of the Jailhouse Lawyer’s blog. Prior to release in May 2004, he proved to be the most prolific prisoner litigant of modern times and, he says, unlike Perry Mason and Rumpole of the Bailey, he never lost a case against the Prison Service



PRISON SERVICE ORDER 0550 Prisoner Induction



It is important to verify the legality of detention. However, it is not that long ago I was subjected to a recall and although there was an arrest warrant there was no documentation explaining the reasons and these did not appear for over 2 weeks. The High Court stated that in future, reasons must be given at the time of arrest or within 24 hours of Reception. I was released by the Parole Board - however the system would not admit it had got it all wrong. Whilst it is desirable that a cell sharing risk assessment takes place, given that overcrowding has become the norm, in this day and age there should be no cell sharing in cells designed for one; especially when it comes down to who wants to watch which programmes on TV.



It is disappointing that there is no mention of prisoners’ rights and still only reference to privileges as though stuck in a time warp of 18th and 19th century ‘doff your cap’ type patronage. It’s all the rage now; Minister of Justice Jack Straw harping on about prisoner’s responsibilities and yet being hypocritical and irresponsible himself. It would help if those seeking to ensure prisoners live a law abiding life did so by setting a good example; the lawlessness by the government in prisoners’ human right to vote springs to mind. A problem with this box ticking exercise occurred when I was recalled and attempts were made to get me to go on addressing offending behaviour type courses. I would respond by asking ‘what type of offending behaviour have I committed?’ There is the assumption that everybody in prison must have done something wrong. I would like to see introduced into the induction process a type of surgery whereby a legally qualified person advises inductions on their legal rights whilst in custody.



EBR



ATTRIDGE



SOLICITORS



Members of the Serious Fraud Panel



Criminal Defence and Prison Law Specialists



Tired of banging your head against the cell walls 'cos no one will listen? Know your rights and know how to stand up and make yourself heard. Whatever your status - if you need legal advice or representation - MK Law can guide you through to the light at the end of the tunnel.... Specialists in all aspects of criminal defence and prison law with a dedicated team committed to the following areas:



‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



Adjudications Parole hearings Licence recalls Categorisation Lifer p anels



We provide legal assistance with the following matters:



* *



* * * * * * * *



* *



* * *



Call Miss Manisha Knights or Mr Hesham Puri @ MK Law on 0208 692 2694 and speak to someone who WILL listen.... or write to us @ 24 Deptford Deptford Broadway London SE8 4PA 4PA



Criminal Defence Service



Adjudications Appeals Complaints Licence Recalls and Reviews Extended Licence Reviews Categorisation Prison Tr ansfers Parole Board Hearings Tariff Reviews Lifer Hearings Home Detention Curfew RO TL Sentence Calculation CCRC Assistance Human Rights



Contact Miriam Altaf at EBR Attridge Solicitors 23 Southampton Place London WC1A 2BP 0207 842 8600



At least these days Cat A’s must know the basic gist of why they are placed in this category, and can challenge it; whereas in my day it was secretive - no sentence plan was prepared and no knowing how to get decategorised. In my view, the Prison Service is wrong to state A,B,C and D are based on security considerations and then state if a prisoner is not an escape risk he can still be subjected to a higher security status on the basis he is a ‘control problem’. This needs a separate category. Another problem is that the POA and NAPO use this as a political tool against the Prison Service whenever disturbances occur in Cat C establishments or a prisoner absconds from open conditions. When it comes to allocation, those prisoners who come from a working class background find themselves held back in the system because places in lower security are (unfairly) given to ‘white collar’ criminals.



CORRECTION: In the December issue PSO Watch we printed two headings for PSO 3050 when the latter (Clinical Services for Substance Misusers) should in fact have been PSO 3550. Readers are reminded that the Prison Service Orders on this page have been summarised. The full text of the PSOs can be viewed in your library.



Levys SOLICITORS



REPRESENTATION AT ADJUDICATIONS BY THE EXPERTS LEVYS SOLICITORS - NATIONWIDE SERVICE



WE SPECIALISE IN ‡ ADJUDICATIONS ‡ JUDICIAL REVIEW ‡ PAROLE REVIEWS/LIFER HEARINGS ‡ IPP & EXTENDED SENTENCES ‡ CATEGORY A REVIEWS & RECATEGORISATION ‡ RECALL CHALLENGES ‡ CRIMINAL APPEALS ‡ CONFISCATION ORDER/PROCEEDS OF CRIME



For immediate and confidential advice contact a member of the team on:



0161 233 6600 Yasmin Aslam Margaret McNally We also specialise in Extradition Law Levys Solicitors Manchester House 84-86 Princess Street Street Manchester M1 6NG
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Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org f you think, as many members of the public are said to believe, that the searching without a search warrant granted by a Judge - assuming that he could be satisfied that there were justifiable grounds for a search - of the House of Commons office of Damien Green MP by police has nothing to do with you, think again.



chantly:- ‘I should like the Government just to be candid with us and the public, and at any rate to have courage enough to earn the disgrace that they deserve.'



I



For my part, owing no allegiance to any political party, I feel much as he did over the way in which we are governed and now too have to ask what did the Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr Michael Martin, think he was doing when told by the Serjeant at Arms (a fairly newly appointed Officer of the House of Commons) that she had consented to what the police wanted without, it seems, seeking advice from more senior and experienced officials. We are informed that she did not tell the Speaker that the police had no search warrant and were going to arrest Damien Green. But one would have expected that that would have been the first question which any Speaker, custodian of the privileges of members of the House of Commons, would have asked.



Martin Niemoller (1892 - 1984), a German Theologian, wrote: ‘When Hitler attacked the Jews I was not a Jew, therefore I was not concerned. And when Hitler attacked the Catholics I was not a Catholic, and therefore I was not concerned. And when Hitler attacked the unions and the industrialists, I was not a member of the unions and I was not concerned. Then Hitler attacked me and the Protestant church - and there was nobody left to be concerned’. If the police have the right to enter the office of all and any Member of Parliament at will, to take away computers, correspondence, documents and so on, where is the confidentiality which public and prisoners have hitherto enjoyed when consulting an MP? I have just spent the weekend reading the correspondence which a client had with an MP in which he makes very strong criticism of prison and probation officers, prison governors and so on. Other prisoners will have written about their personal circumstances or an impending trial. Is it really suggested that none of this, if sufficiently interesting, would be circulated by the Metropolitan Police to the Crown Prosecution Service or to other police forces throughout the UK? And if the police can, on whatever pretext, search the House of Commons office of an MP without at least a search warrant, how long before they make determined efforts to breach the confidentiality of communications between clients - in prison or not - and solicitors or barristers? As Martin Niemoller said, when Hitler got to him and his church … 'there was nobody left to be concerned'. Rod Liddle, writing an article in The Spectator (6th December 2008) headed 'The Law applies to Damien Green, too', misses the point. Of course Green is subject to the law for, as Lord Denning once put it in giving judgment against a Conservative government, 'Be you never so high the law is above you'. The question is not whether being an MP makes you free from the law, but whether parliamentary privilege should be allowed to be attacked at will by police or others when the ultimate purpose of that privilege is to protect you or I, the citizens of this country, from the dangers of what the late Lord Radcliffe, an eminent jurist, wrote about the government of the day in 1967 in a publication entitled ‘Government by Contempt' and subtitled 'Whitehall’s way with Parliament and People'. It sounds, does it not, very much like the last ten years? In a prescient letter to The Times published on 31st October 1967, Radcliffe spoke, inter alia, of 'the rapidly deteriorating standards of public administration’ … and later, speaking in the House of Lords on the same topic, he said, even more tren-



SCOTTISH PRISONERS



Image courtesy The Week



Searching Questions by Stanley Best



If the police have the right to “ enter the office of all and any Member of Parliament at will, to take away computers, correspondence, documents and so on, where is the confidentiality which public and prisoners have hitherto enjoyed when consulting an MP?



”



Benefit from our years of experience and get specialist advice on:‡ Appeals (including late appeals) ‡ Referrals to Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission (SCCRC) ‡ Parole Applications (including Lifer Tribunals, Recall etc.) ‡ Generally all aspects of prison law For an immediate response and visit to any prison in Scotland, write or telephone:



Susan Rhodes Bruce & Co 24 West HIgh Street, Forfar DD8 1BA



01307 460666 Solicitors to fight your case!



That Mr Speaker Martin, and the Serjeant at Arms too (if she signed a consent to search without a warrant as the news media tell us is so), must resign is, I would have thought, beyond question. This is not, or should not be, a party political issue as Mr Tony Benn MP said, and indeed how could it be thought to be so in spite of what many Labour Party MPs claim? Were not Betty Boothroyd and George Thomas (both former Labour MPs) outstandingly good and popular former holders of the office of Speaker in recent memory? I cannot imagine either allowing the police to do what they will without proper authority. Does anyone actually believe the latest smear that Damien Green MP was involved, however tangentially, in receiving information on terrorist matters? Of course not. What could he, or any other MP, do with such information? The idea is, or should be, preposterous but that suggestion, from unnamed government sources, is just the sort of thing which Lord Radcliffe would have inveighed about, were he alive today, as 'the rapidly deteriorating standards of public administration'. Thank goodness for the courageous and outspoken Robert Marshall-Andrews QC MP (a member of my own profession) who declared on BBC Radio 4 that the Speaker must go. Mr Marshall-Andrews will have known before he spoke that to say what he did would automatically ensure that he would never enjoy preferment from the Prime Minister who has offered his support, for what it is worth, to the Speaker. I doubt that that will trouble him any more than it would trouble me. Independence of thought and action, doing what is right because you know it to be so, is the hallmark of the Bar. Long may it be so in the interests of justice according to law for each and every one of us; from the poorest to the wealthiest plutocrat. That and no more is what we should all receive. Stanley Best is a practising barrister at Barnstaple Chambers and Chairman of the British Legal Association. Chambers Telephone/Fax/Answerphone: 01837 83763



Lawrence & Co



IN A CENTRAL ENGLAND PRISON?



Prison Law



Do you need free help and advice with:



Has the justice system let you down? Need help getting your conviction and/or sentence reviewed?
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Adjudications Parole Hearings Licence Recall Categorisation Confiscation Proceedings Lifer Hearings IPP Advice plus All Defence and Appeals



We have expanded our Prison Law Department ‡ Lifer Review/IPPs ‡ Licence Recalls ‡ Parole Hearings ‡ Adjudications ‡ Judicial Reviews We are also able to provide advice and representation in Criminal Defence, Child Care and Immigration cases. Prompt Reliable Efficient Friendly



Criminal Defence Service



Community Legal Service



Contact Jo, Lindsey or Charlotte at Please contact Patricia Okenwa, Judy Kelman or Maya Lal at: Lawrence & Co Solicitors 404 Harrow Road London W9 2HU Tel 020 7266 4333 Fax 0207 289 3161



[email protected]



27 Regent Street Leamington Spa CV32 5EJ



01926 888947 Pr otecting Your Rights We will arrange to visit you pr omptly and give you sound and ef fectie advice



28



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org



Comment



Offensive language Learning your lessons Jon Keeler considers that absolutely everything lies within a name or most social locations there is an evolution of the language used to describe the people who occupy them. As social sensitivities and power relations develop, the words we use to label minorities are typically modified as earlier forms appear overly depreciatory. For instance, in polite society, we wouldn't now call someone a ‘cripple’ or a ‘lunatic’. As the politics of disability emerged, terms like 'cripple' and 'handicapped' gave way to 'disabled' then 'less able'. This too will come to be insulting and a new euphemism will be conjured. People who used to be 'poor' are now 'less well off' and 'undeveloped' nations are 'developing' nations. We can all think of parallel shifts in labelling in other realms, sexual politics for example.



You may ask 'what's in a name?' and I would answer 'everything'. Consider the heat in the debate over 'deniers' versus PMIs (Prisoners Maintaining Innocence). Consider also the enthusiasm with which the word 'offender' is being taken up in the rewriting of policy documents, and contrast this with the resistance to using our first names or 'Mister' that was a key element in Phil Wheatley's 'Decency Agenda', reiterated by Ann Owers in Inspectorate Reports. Words don't just describe people, they construct people.



What is behind these evolutions is usually a process of empowerment. The drive for change in perspective is mirrored in language and comes from within the group itself as it acquires a voice in public discourse.



Taking a firm line on addressing offending behaviour has its place, but the relentless almost aggressive and ubiquitous use of the word is beginning to grate on me. Seeing us described as 'offenders' on the front page of our own Inside Time (October issue) in the context of Koestler Awards has pushed me over the edge! Who wrote that? Explain yourself! What happened to 'Prisoners' Art'?*
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So what then about HMPS residents? Convicts? Prisoners? Inmates? Offenders? Whichever it is, it is clear that we are not an empowered section of society with a voice in public discourse able to influence how we are described. Which is why Lifer Ben Gunn is correct (Inside Time July 2008 issue) to be critical of the tendency for reform groups to speak about and for us more than they speak to us, or rather listen to us? In terms of empowerment and language use, prisoners are the exception. That shining example of liberal values and tolerance The Sun delights in calling us 'lags'. But in less conflagrational publications, it seems that we are in a transitional phase between 'prisoners' and 'offenders'. At my instigation, the Prison Reform Trust has agreed not to use the word 'offenders' in its future Annual Reports. The Prison Service Journal uses 'offenders' but the Inspectorate's report largely uses 'prisoners'. In some contexts, for instance the work of Charlotte Bilby in her pioneering of MQPL (Ministry of Justice 2007) we are referred to as 'consumers' though also as 'offenders; to see prisoners as consumers is perhaps a challenge too far for modern prison management!
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There is no doubt that the switch from 'prisoner' to 'offender' reflects contemporary emphasis on addressing offending behaviour; as against simply 'warehousing'.



And what of the 30% of Inside Time readers who maintain their innocence (37% in this prison, Ann Owers 2008)? Surely the term 'offender' is felt by them to be especially offensive? Stephen Kiszko was labelled an 'offender' for 17 years. According to a prison psychologist, Stephen was an 'offender' with 'delusions of innocence' until someone else was convicted of the crime Stephen didn't commit. There are many more who were not 'offenders', but they were prisoners. Even those who accept their offences and are willing to address them on courses do not want to be defined by their offences and are offended by a word that seeks to reduce them to that single dimension; just as Prison Officers were and are rightly offended by the word ‘screw'. Accepting our offences or having our noses rubbed in them at every opportunity are very different things, with very different outcomes. Some of us have done bad things but we are not those bad things ourselves.



* (Point taken. On this occasion we relied on text from the Koestler Trust. Ed) Jon Keeler BSc (Hons) is currently resident at HMP Albany
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Stephen Shaw, Prisons and Probation Ombudsman, writes exclusively for Inside Time ost of the complaints I receive as Ombudsman come from adult prisoners. Filling in complaint forms and using the formal system seems to be a habit you gain as you get older. And what is true of prisons is true of all Ombudsmen services. It is people aged over 30 who make up the majority of complainants.
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For this reason, it is not often I get the chance to visit young offender institutions. But one such opportunity arose the other week and very interesting it proved too. Here was a jail where the playing fields had not yet been built on, where time in the open air was valued, and where there was a real sense of trying to turn lives around.



“



Indeed, many kinds of



sport are really good as aids to learning. Just think how quickly darts players can count down from 501



”



One of the areas I visited was the education block (this is oldspeak; as in most prisons these days, the building has been voguishly renamed as a learning centre). Call it what you will, I like seeing around prison education. I like the art rooms and the IT. I like the energy of most prison teachers. I also like the fact that students in prison are much more diligent than in most schools or colleges. They take their education seriously, knowing how much they may have missed out upon in the past.



But this was not quite the case in the YOI. There it was argued that the young men were still too close to their bad experiences of school (from which most had dropped out by the age of 11 or 12) to respond to formal classroom learning. The trick that was being worked was to integrate learning into other aspects of the regime like vocational training or the gym. After all, you are not going to make much of a decorator or a brickie if you cannot use a tape measure. Likewise, you need to know how to add up if you are going to do power-lifting. Indeed, many kinds of sport are really good as aids to learning. Just think how quickly darts players can count down from 501. And I often tell the tale of how my brother (who was hopeless at maths) quickly mastered Pythagoras’s theorem when he became a groundsman as he had to lay out football pitches with accurate right-angled corners. (To save you asking, Pythagoras’s theorem says that in any right-angled triangle the square of the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides.) As regular readers will know, one of my aims in this column is to encourage all prisoners to think about how they can improve themselves. Whether that is through education or training or sport, or by helping other prisoners as a Listener or in other ways, or by giving up tobacco or illicit drugs, is not really the point. Prison gives people a chance to reassess their lives - and pretty ready access to staff and facilities to help you to do so too. I have a poster on my office wall that sets out the class rules of a local primary school. The rules are: • Listen carefully • Be kind and polite • Always put your hand up when you have something to say • Only talk when you are supposed to • Always try your best • And keep your hands and feet to yourself! They are good rules for schoolchildren and pretty good rules for adults too. If we could all live by them, that really would be a lesson learned and life - whether in prison or in the community - would give rise to far fewer causes of complaint.



‘they are getting everything’, when the reality is that they are only getting what the majority already get.



ow could it come about that efforts intended to reduce the weight of imprisonment on some groups can have the effect of causing disillusionment amongst others? Is this merely another sign that the Prison Service couldn’t get their leg over in a brothel?
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This is illustrated with food. I have heard some people complain that as, for example, the kitchen may lay on a Caribbean meal then they should lay on an English meal. The fact that every meal is an English meal passes them by.



I have had a varied interest in race relations. I once had my head kicked in for telling a racist joke; my fault; I merely thought the moment was right in an ironic, post modern way turns out that I’m no Chris Rock. Oddly, at that time, I was the only man on the wing who was fighting for an Asian guy who was being bullied by staff. At the other extreme, I have been a race relations orderly and led a group of others in organising race equality impact assessments, which attempted to tell management the truth about their prison. All of this varied experience has shown me two things. Firstly, that we are all essentially the same, and colour, origin and religion don’t alter a person’s fundamentals. Either the individual is a muppet or he’s not. Secondly, that some people are affected by imprisonment in different ways because of colour, origin or religion. If you don’t speak English, if your family are a thousand miles away, if you eat a religious diet – all of these things, and more, can increase the weight of imprisonment. The Prison Service paid lip-service to addressing this problem, with the depth of their commitment illustrated by putting an Asian man into a cell with a homicidal racist. That got the attention of the Commission for Race Equality, who have forced the Prison Service to conduct Race Equality Impact Assessments. This is a continual process of assessing policies and practices to see if they disadvantage minority groups. An obvious example is the Canteen; if it only stocks hair and skin products for white people then obviously it disadvantages black and minority ethnic people. This is a statement of the bleeding obvious and yet it took a murder in Feltham for the Prison Service to begin to catch on.



And why, I’ve been asked, do we spend so much effort trying to meet the needs of minorities when ‘in their country’ we wouldn’t get jack. This is the least comprehensible argument; just because we might be treated less well abroad is no argument for us to treat foreign prisoners badly. Treating people decently shouldn’t be a reciprocal deal; it should be done because it is the right thing to do.



Race Relations Lifer Ben Gunn has learnt from race relations work that it’s very difficult to appreciate what it’s like to be other than who you are Of course, the quality of these impact assessments can vary. Having been intimately involved, I am able to say that some managers are more interested in producing good statistics rather than in actually uncovering and resolving poor practices. However, the fact that these efforts are being made at all is a start. It was during my stint as race relations orderly a few years ago that I first discovered a weird affect that can come from management paying attention to race relations; it pisses off the white guys. ‘Why should they get everything?’ was a question I spent a lot of time answering, sometimes without effect. Of course ‘they’ don’t get everything. The point of race relations in prison, as I see it, is



Inside? We’re on your side.



to ensure that the weight of punishment isn’t unduly placed on minority groups. If you hold to a particular religion, or diet, and the prison denies you these, then you will be suffering more than the man in the next cell. If only one ethnic group gets the good jobs then the others will have a worse prison experience. So while we are all essentially the same (people are people) the way the prison treats some groups may cause them greater grief than the majority. Taking the edge off that seems only right.



I have heard some people complain that as, for example, the kitchen may lay on a Caribbean meal then they should lay on an English meal. The fact that every meal is an English meal passes them by



As the majority of us are white, vaguely Church of England, then this is the dominant paradigm. All that prison does is based on that premise. If you are an Asian Hindu, of course the prison is going to have to give extra thought to how to meet your needs. This management attention makes it look as if



Despite management efforts, and despite some people’s belief that minorities are ruling the prison roost, the reality is that if you are not white then your experience of prison is worse. Black & Minority Ethnic prisoners have far less faith in managers; even less faith in the complaints system, and look at the race complaints procedure with cynicism. They feel let down by food and religious discrimination and their view of the canteen seems to be universally poor. Another thing I’ve learnt during race relations work is that it is very, very difficult to appreciate what it is like to be other than who you are; I’m white, and with the best will in the world I cannot appreciate what it is like to be Muslim or Jamaican. Just because things look acceptable on the surface, even if it looks as if management are bending over backwards, how minority groups experience imprisonment on a daily basis is a complicated business and cannot be taken for granted. Given the efforts that are apparently being made to meet the needs of minorities, should we worry that this exacerbates the gap between black and white? Yes and no … when it seems that management are giving a lot of attention, then the majority feel ignored and neglected. The answer isn’t to abandon race relations; it is for management to give more attention to prisoners as a whole, recognising that we are not one bland group but that many different needs exist amongst us. This can only happen when managers start to recognise us as human beings. A radical idea, I know, but at present our concerns are only considered because managers are forced to pay attention by the likes of the Commission for Racial Equality. Why don’t they pay attention solely because it is the right thing to do? This would not only address the needs of minorities but also undercut any perception that if you are white, you have no voice. Ben Gunn is currently resident at HMP Shepton Mallet
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Comment he Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is set to pilot the use of lie detectors to uncover benefit fraud and impose a ‘one strike and you're out’ approach to anybody found fiddling the system. Highly laudable, given that according to DWP figures, the cost of such fiddling was estimated to cost the treasury over £800m in 2006-07.



Hypocritical T in the extreme Prisoners who want to prove their innocence must be allowed to use lie detector tests too, says Guardian prison correspondent Eric Allison



I wonder if its colleagues at HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) will follow a similar approach in nailing tax avoiders who, according to HMRC calculations, currently cost the Treasury between £10bn and £40bn a year. We should not hold our breath while waiting to see if the super rich and their accountants are found to have altered the pitch and tone of their voices in a way that beats the lie detector's antennae. Nearer to home, the probation service proposes to use polygraphs on sex offenders released on licence. I am outraged at the hypocrisy of a government that allows some of its departments to use lie detectors to combat fraud and monitor sex offenders, yet refuses to let people protesting their innocence use the same technology. Currently, there are hundreds of prisoners who claim to be innocent of the charge(s) that put them behind bars. Many of them have been in prison for years, even decades. Dozens have stated their willingness to take a liedetector test in an effort to clear their name and gain their freedom. In every case, the Ministry of Justice has refused point blank to consider such requests. Few have effective legal representation, many have none at all. Yet it is virtually impossible to obtain legal aid without a solicitor, and equally difficult to get the Criminal Cases Review Commission to consider cases not referred to



PRISONLAWANDCRIMINALDEFENCE



Solicitor Campbell Malone has been involved in miscarriages of justice cases for years and has been instrumental in overturning convictions in many high-profile murder cases. He says dozens of his clients have urged him to let them take lie-detector tests, however has had to tell them that the courts will not consider evidence from such tests. He says there is an ‘interesting’ contrast between the various government agencies in respect of the tests. Freed from the need for legal politeness, I regard it as hypocritical in the extreme that government departments intent on stopping benefit fraud regard the polygraph test as a helpful instrument, while the so-called Ministry of Justice refuses to allow those claiming to be wrongfully convicted to use the same technology. Few people would suggest that lie-detector machines are infallible, though their findings are admissible evidence in many countries. Supporters of the machines point to a mass of data showing people failing the test and having their deceit later corroborated by other evidence; while detractors say many governments, law enforcement agencies and private-sector companies really use polygraphs in the hope that they will frighten away liars and cheats. Whatever the truth, if the machines are considered a useful tool by a department intent on nailing benefit cheats, how can they be ignored by the department charged with overseeing the dispensing of justice? What is more important: people claiming a few quid a week more than they are actually entitled to or innocent prisoners who have already rotted behind bars for years continuing to do so for years to come?
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them by lawyers. Passing a lie-detector test would, at the very least, suggest the need for properly funded legal representation.
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The blind leading the blind Des Glasten wonders just how historians will come to view the current generation of penal policy thinkers



istorians will tell you that prison life was brutal, inhumane and in many cases unnecessary. In time to come, the same conclusion will be drawn about the prison system of today. Does prison work? Obviously not, for it would seem the powers that be have failed in their efforts to rehabilitate, if that was the main intention; for many continue to repeat the cycle.
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Today, instead of projects for prisoners to better themselves the prison budget has been slashed by 3% per annum and money is being rerouted to build new prisons - this in itself tells its own story. When you consider prison life before the riots in England and Scotland, prisons were to an extent a wholly degrading experience; prisoner's rights were limited. Warehousing inmates resulted in the inevitable; people can only take so much, and the system reaped its reward for what it had consistently sewn by not creating a positive environment - an environment for change. The riots changed the mindset of the establishment; they found a new way to control their charges with the introduction of LEY for prisoners, creating a microcosm of society; lower, middle and upper class. These formulae had a massive effect on the prison population as well as creating division. The carrot and stick was now put in front of the prisoner with the opportunity to have more privileges, such as extra spends, visits and let’s not forget TV; some prisoners favourite form of escapism. Now, being locked up behind the door for long periods seemed bearable for many, with the distraction of the Trisha, Jeremy Kyle show or similar mind-numbing programmes, and once prisoners acquired this status, this addiction, to have it taken away would be unthinkable! Leaving many unwilling to complain or express themselves for fear of losing this privilege and having to experience harsh reality. It's a sad fact that many prisoners couldn't cope without TV; it's the drug of the masses that helps keep reality at bay. What's more sad is the driving forces behind this new scheme of power and control now have a captive audience; yet I have never come across an education channel or an offending behaviour programme that would be of real benefit to prisoners.



Photo Courtesy of The Prison Reform Trust



COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF CHILDHOOD ABUSE We specialise in helping adults who were abused as children in the care system. If you suffered abuse in care and want our team to help you achieve justice call David Greenwood or Michael Thomas confidentially on 0800 542 3586 or write to:-
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It seems to me that things could be a lot better, yet when you consider the last government idea, it's pretty obvious things may well deteriorate. When the then Home Secretary David Blunkett unveiled the plan to introduce the new IPP sentencing, no one in the prison system fully realised the effect of such a sentence, in fact whoever dumped this in Mr Blunkett’s lap obviously never considered the full implications because if they had done, they would have
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surely come to the conclusion that it was an extremely bad idea. This public relation exercise came on the back of the gospel teaching … ’tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime’. This creation is certainly not enhanced thinking, nor is it far seeing; more a case of the ‘blind leading the blind’. And now that IPP sentencing is up and running it seems there are not enough places for prisoners to obtain offending behaviour courses and not enough time, staff and money; leaving prisoners going over their tariff with little or no idea of what lies ahead. Which of course leads to mental anguish, frustration and a sense of hopelessness; yet to express thoughts and feelings may be seen in a negative light, so it's best to just suppress them. Physical abuse is mostly a thing of the past; mental abuse is now the problem. With over 4,000 IPP prisoners, when they are eventually released being subject to licence conditions for a minimum period of ten years, statistics tell us 65% of prisoners will re-offend within 2 years, it does not take a mathematician to work out what the future holds for many. If Mr Blunkett were an entrepreneur you would admire his ability and invest in his project, as it's designed to reap a good return. It brings a whole new slant to ‘investors in people’. This business plan will, without doubt, create so much pain for so many within the system and outside it. Once the majority of IPPs are released then recalled for further offences, what will replace the carrot and stick once hope is taken away? Prisoners are now experiencing the consequences of an extremely negative plan and what concerns me is what sort of mind would devise legislation that is (going by their own statistics) guaranteed to bring people back into the prison system? What happened to the Tony Blair gospel of ‘education, education, education’? The system is haemorrhaging, and the building of ‘titan’ prisons is no cure. The question must be asked, will the benefits of this legislation outweigh the costs? (That's human costs, not financial). Is the new project to build more prisons aimed at reducing the present overcrowding or are they preparing accommodation in readiness for their investment? Historians will surely ask in the future: ‘how could they treat people in such a way’? I'm sure it will become apparent just how narrow-minded and inhumane this generation of thinkers really were.



Des Glasten is currently resident at HMP Garth
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Lags and Wags



Matthew Williams



In the fifth instalment of her exclusive series for Inside Time, writer and comedienne Alison Henderson continues the zany adventures of Sue and life in Turpin Close … There were more coppers on Turpin Close than there were in Home Secretary Jacqui Smith’s favourite kebab shop! It had become pretty apparent that the Walker twins had been up to no good again! ‘Aw, look at Maureen. She’s having a right pop at officer dibble over there’, Sue squinted through the window. ‘It seems Cyril and Magnus are in a whole load of bother! Look at the police Sue, they’re circling their motorbike and sidecar outfit like they’re about to do the Hokey Cokey’, Vera pointed at the commotion outside. ‘Well, Cyril’s knackered if they do! He can’t put his left leg in because it’s shaking all about in my bloody hanging basket!’ replied Sue, rolling about laughing. ‘Poor Maureen, she looks completely stressed out’, commented Vera.



‘Get a load of Cyril and Magnus’, chuckled Sue. ‘What about them?’ asked Vera, fixated on the unfolding drama. ‘Well, they look more like Wallace and Gromit in that battered thing than they do bloody gangsters!’ mumbled Sue, on her tip-toes trying to get a better view. ‘Aw, Maureen looks really upset. I think we should go and offer her some moral support Sue’, suggested Vera sympathetically. ‘Come on then, lets go and see what the crack is’, agreed Sue grabbing her cardigan. ‘Maureen! Maureen love are you alright?’ shouted Vera, shuffling across the grass and nudging her way through the assorted dibble. ‘Oh Vera love, it’s a right mess!’ sniffled Maureen, throwing her arms around her. ‘My God, what’s happened?’ asked Sue, comforting Maureen and patting her back.



‘I see the nosy neighbours have come out in force’, interrupted PC Pilkington in a typically authoritative manner. ‘Can’t you see she’s upset officer?’ replied Vera politely, trying to keep things calm. ‘I’d have thought you lot were used to it by now! Turpin Close by name, Turpin Close by nature! There’s always a dandy highwayman lurking here’, smirked PC Pilkington sarcastically. ‘Yeah and there’s always a Dick stood here as well with Black Bess barking in the back of a white van with blue sirens on top!’ snapped Sue in her neighbour’s defence. ‘Calm down Sue. You’ll be getting carted off in the back of one at this rate!’ sobbed Maureen, nervously gripping her hanky. ‘So what’s happened love?’ whispered Vera in Maureen’s ear. ‘They went out in their motorbike and sidecar outfit, held up a stagecoach and shouted stand and deliver didn’t they officer?’ chirped Sue, having a pop at the PC. ‘I don’t know what’s happened’, sobbed Maureen‘, ‘no one will tell me anything.’ ‘Hang on, I think there’s an officer making his way over to us now’, replied Sue, still trying to figure out exactly what was going on. ‘Err, Mrs Walker?’ appeared a deep voice. ‘Yeah that’s me’, replied Maureen quietly. ‘My name’s Chief Inspector Clyde. Do you mind if I have a quick word?’ ‘You can say what you’ve got to say in front of my friends here’, sniffled Maureen gripping onto Vera’s hand. ‘Very well’, replied the Chief Inspector, ‘am I right in saying that Cyril and Magnus attended their cousin’s funeral this morning?’ ‘Err, yes, that’s right, they did’, nodded Maureen, shaken. ‘There was an explosion in the furnace at the crematorium and Cyril, along with Magnus, was seen running away from the scene of the crime. Your husband Cyril surrendered to the police whilst Magnus just kept on running,’ explained Clyde. ‘Magnus wears calipers! He’s not bloody Forest Gump you know!’ ranted Sue. ‘Mrs Walker, we’ve arrested your husband Cyril and his brother Magnus on suspicion of arson.’ ‘Arson at a crematorium … what’s the crack there then?’ asked Sue, completely baffled. ‘Unfortunately I can’t comment further at this stage’, replied the Chief Inspector. ‘Come on Maureen love, let’s get you inside
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and have a coffee’, soothed Vera. ‘Great idea’ replied Sue, ‘Cyril’s brief will probably ring you later on love’, nodded Sue, comforting her. The ladies made their way over to Sue’s house for a coffee and chat, whilst Cyril and Magnus Walker were banged up in the back of the dibble van. ‘What a bloody carry-on eh?’ shrugged Sue, placing the coffees on the table. ‘Surely there’s been some sort of mistake? Things like that don’t happen at crematoriums’, chirped in Vera. ‘It’s all my fault!’ wept Maureen, breaking down in tears. ‘How’s it your fault love? You weren’t even at the funeral’, replied Vera softly. ‘I’ll never forgive myself for this!’ cried Maureen hysterically. ‘What on earth are you on about?’ asked Sue, puzzled. ‘Well, Cyril and Magnus’s cousin Harold loved Lynx deodorant’, sniffled Maureen, struggling to catch her breath. ‘And?’ questioned Sue. ‘I thought it’d be a nice gesture if I bought him every scent Lynx made. A fitting tribute so to speak’, stuttered Maureen. ‘And?’ repeated Sue. ‘So I took five bottles up to the chapel of rest and put them in Harold’s coffin’, mumbled Maureen, wiping away the tears. ‘What a beautiful tribute Maureen love’, smiled Vera, patting Maureen’s hand. ‘A shit-hot sentiment indeed!’ puffed Sue, slowly shaking her head from side to side. ‘Oh don’t be horrible Sue, that’s highly insensitive’, chirped in Vera. ‘Highly inflammable more like!’ laughed Sue nervously, ’hey, who’s getting his ashes Maureen?’ ‘Me and Cyril - we’ve got a lovely rose bowl to put them in’, whimpered Maureen. ‘You’ll save a fortune on pot pourri then!’ jibed Sue, ‘cos those ashes will smell bloody gorgeous!’ ‘What in Gods name am I going to tell the police?’ waffled Maureen, biting her nails. ‘God knows! But here’s your chance, they’re coming up my path now with Cyril’s leg. They probably need to send it off for forensics’, replied Sue. ‘Oh they can’t yet’, muttered Maureen, ‘look at the state of his sock! It’s full of mud. He’s going to need to have a clean one on!’
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I



stood looking out of my bedroom window. It was early morning and the southern view of my window was brown hay fields and golden cornfields waving and dancing in the breeze. At the bottom of the garden, shafts of light showed between silver birch trees, shining onto the lawn and making the dewdrops twinkle like stars in the sky. I looked down and noticed the many types of flowers, like all the colours of the rainbow showing strong against the dark loam of the flower bed. My thought, as I looked at this splendour, was to congratulate nature for such a beautiful view. I am the manager of a small residential home for safe, mentally handicapped patients, which I run with two nurses and a dozen care workers. I turned towards the bookcase, looking for a good book to read to my small audience in the main lounge later in the day. I picked up a yellow leather book of poetry from the shelf. ‘Yes, this will do me’, I said aloud to myself, then headed to my bathroom to shower and dress. Later that morning I entered the main lounge with my book of poems held tightly in my hand. I noticed as I stood in the doorway that the room was crowded and noisy, with residents running about and nurses trying to control them. The care helpers were doing their best to keep them entertained. Eventually they were all seated about the room or just doing their own thing. Looking about the room, I thought … ‘this is a job of hopeful miracles, a job of care which breaches ones emotions because of the type of care work we do; we like our work and we are devoted to it’. As I fully entered the room, an old woman came up to me and tugged at my jacket sleeve asking, ‘Are you my daddy?’ How does one answer this poor old woman? I put my hand on her shoulder, smiled and said: ‘No Mary, I am your friend - your daddy will come tomorrow’. I smiled at her trusting eyes and she turned and trotted off to ask someone else. A carer is playing records and a young boy sits nearby, absorbed in the sounds coming from the player; he rocks backwards and forwards



silent, frozen to their seats in surprise. The carers are alert. I noticed the patients seemed to latch onto his every word; his voice, so strong and clear, had them all rocking in their seats.



The Miracle



In his mind, as he sings the words of this old poem, he remembers his wife as he had seen her so many times, sitting in an armchair, the children sitting on cushions at her feet on the carpet listening to the lovely poetry. Now he remembers the music of speech. Now he has something to say. Now he remembers he still has his children to turn to for love!



by Harry Bannermann



When he stops, he looks about him with a wonderful smile that lights up his face, then he sits down, realising what he has done. There is a quietness of anticipation in the room. We can hear the flowers outside and open windows rattling against each other in the breeze. Every face in the room has rivers of tears trickling down them; we realise what has happened - suddenly the applause is hysterical.



In his mind, as he sings the words of this old poem, he remembers his wife as he had seen her so many times, sitting in an armchair, the children sitting on cushions at her feet on the carpet listening to the lovely poetry.



as he listens. A woman sits looking out of a window, not seeing, not hearing, her mind is elsewhere, not in the room; absent. A large bull of a man, neatly dressed in
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Parole Hearings



cords and tweed jacket, is shown to a chair. He is a mild man with the roughened hands of a farmer. He has not spoken one single word for over thirty years, having completely lost himself after his wife died those many years ago in a car accident. As I walked to the centre of the room everyone went quiet. I opened my book to a poem called ‘Flowers’ and started to read out loud. As I did so, the gentle farmer, his hands on his knees, rocked gently to the rhythm of my voice as the words spouted from my mouth. I read them slowly, concentrating on the words, absent to the rocking motions of the farmer. Suddenly, the huge man stood up, looked around the room and smiled. There was a sigh all round the room, then complete silence. I stopped my reading and looked up at the farmer. I am afraid, but do not move. A guttural sound came from the farmer’s throat, then in a clear voice he recites ‘Flowers’ in a musical voice to perfection, word perfect. Everyone in the room was
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simon bethel



I am drained of all emotion. I had never ever experienced anything like this before. I just cannot stop crying, none of us can; we have just witnessed a miracle. I hurried out of the room and went up to my own apartment, shaking and thinking … ‘there is a God after all’. I hurried into my bathroom to wash my tear-stained face, then came back into the main room and sat in a chair to gather my thoughts. Just then a knock came on the door and when I opened it, the gentle farmer stood there with his case in one hand. I invited him in. ‘No’ he said, ‘I have phoned my children and they are coming to pick me up. I have just come to say goodbye and to thank you for all your help.’ I shook his hand; he nodded and left me with my confused thoughts. I wandered over to the window and looked out over the garden:



Harry Bannermann is currently resident at HMP Wakefield
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the re-tendering project is also under way and we hope that call costs can be reduced under a new contract from April 2011.



Offenders: Employment Mr. Vara: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many and what proportion of released prisoners found (a) full-time employment and (b) placements in work-based training programmes within six months of completing their sentence in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement. Mr. Hanson: The total number of prisoners who have education, training or employment (ETE) secured upon release are shown in table 1 for each of the last five years.



You can carry the can as well …



2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08



Michael Martin, Speaker of the House of Commons with the Serjeant-at-Arms, has defended himself from calls for his resignation by pointing out that it was the Serjeant-at-Arms who let the police into the House of Commons to search an MP’s office. Conservative MP Damien Green was arrested by anti-terrorist police and held for 9 hours ‘for procuring misconduct in public office’ - an antiquated offence which can carry a life sentence. Searching Questions page 27



News from the House of Commons Failure to appear: Arrest Warrants Mr. Willis: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many outstanding warrants have been issued for category (a) A, (b) B and (c) C offences to individuals whom the police cannot trace in each police authority in each of the last three years. Maria Eagle: All failure to appear (FTA) warrants count as outstanding from the moment they are received from the courts until the time they are either executed or withdrawn. The following table sets out the number of outstanding FTA warrants as at 31 March 2008 for each of the last three financial years. *Summarised by Inside Time



FTA warrants outstanding CJS areas 31 March ‘06 31 March ‘07 42 26,708 30,879



31 March ‘08 25,039



Number of FTA warrants outstanding by category as at 31 March 2008 A B C 4,018 12,254 8,393



Time out of cell Mr. Edward Garnier: In July, the Government severely cut the amount of time that prisoners can spend working or learning to read and write, but even before that prisoners spent only three and a half hours a day, Monday to Friday, on purposeful activity. Does the Minister share my disappointment that, while the reoffending rate for ex-prisoners rockets and thus more victims of crime are created, the Secretary of State resorts to cheap soundbites about sentencing to disguise the Government’s incompetence in failing to provide real opportunities for offenders to turn away from crime through purposeful activity in prison? Mr. Hanson: First, let me tell the hon. and learned
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Gentleman that crime overall is down some 39 per cent. since 1997. Reoffending figures have also fallen over the past six years, as he will see if he looks at the announcement that I made to the House in September. He mentioned the figures on purposeful activity by prisoners, which I set out earlier to the hon. Member for Bexleyheath and Crayford (Mr. Evennett). Currently, in 2007-08, each prisoner spends some 25.3 hours per week on purposeful activity. That is a steady figure, but I am working to increase it and I know that I will have his support in doing so - although unfortunately a future Conservative Government, if there were to be one, would be unlikely to provide the necessary resources. (The Minister claims: Each prisoner spends 25.3 hours per week on purposeful activity. Inside Time has summarised the data from 143 prisons for July 2008. The data showed 14 hours on average was spent on purposeful activity per prisoner per establishment each week (that’s 2 hours a day). The most recent reports by the Chief Inspector also highlight ‘insufficient’ purposeful activity in three prisons. Ed) The Inspector calls ... page 10



Prisons: Telephones Mrs. Riordan: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice if he will conduct a review of the cost to prisoners of telephone calls from prisons. Mr. Malik: The National Offender Management Service (NOMS) met British Telecom on 17 October to begin negotiations on the cost of prisoner calls following the recommendation made by Ofcom in their investigation into the National Consumer Council super-complaint. NOMS is seeking a reduction in the cost of domestic landline and mobile calls for prisoners, although the provider is not contractually obliged to do so. NOMS will keep Ofcom informed of developments. Planning for
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KPI* outturn employment



42,879
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KPI outturn training and education
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10.7



*Key Performance Indicator



(The figures in this table suggest that almost half of the prison population over the last five years who left prison did so with a job, training or education. A close examination of the notes given with the answer however show these figures are Job Centre interviews after release - very important of course but they are not jobs, training, or education placements. Ed)



Prisons: North West Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice which local authorities in the North West have expressed an interest in a Titan prison being established in their area. Mr. Straw: One local authority in the North West has so far indicated sites available in their area as possibly being suitable, that is Lancaster and Wyre.



Reparation by Offenders Mr. Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what his policy on restorative justice and its future funding is; and if he will make a statement. Maria Eagle: Our policy remains to encourage, but not require, the use of adult restorative justice, particularly as a service to victims where there is consistent evidence that it delivers high levels of satisfaction. It is for local criminal justice boards and other criminal justice agencies to consider how best to use their funding to meet their targets and local needs and a number of areas have established schemes to deliver adult restorative justice. Youth offending teams use restorative justice as part of their work to prevent offending and increase victim satisfaction. They implement this work from their own resources.
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Prison Sentences David Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what steps he has taken to ensure people sentenced to imprisonment for public protection and their families are given correct information about the sentence. Mr. Hanson: When the sentence of imprisonment for public protection (IPP) became available for offences committed after 4 April 2005, information leaflets were provided to members of staff to enable them to advise sentenced offenders with correct information. The management of IPPs was changed and enhanced by the introduction of offender management for IPP prisoners in January 2008. The Offender Management Implementation Manual places a clear responsibility on staff, offender managers in the community and offender supervisors in prisons, to ensure that IPP prisoners understand the sentence they have received. The Implementation Manual was accompanied by a further information leaflet for prisoners. Where members of prisoners’ families make inquiries with the specific consent of the prisoners themselves, they will receive accurate information about the sentence passed by the court.



Prison Service: Disciplinary Proceedings Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many prison officers were (a) suspended and (b) dismissed in each year since 1997. Mr. Hanson: Information about prison officer suspensions and dismissals from 2003 are set out in the following table Suspensions 2003 15 2004 30 2005 34 2006 48 2007 51 2008 75



Dismissals 2003 229 2004 200 2005 237 2006 225 2007 266 2008 176 *Summarised by Inside Time



Drug tests



Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many (a) male and (b) female prisoners tested positive for drugs in each year since 1997. Mr. Hanson: Prisoners are subject to mandatory, voluntary and clinical drug tests. The number of positive tests for drugs under the mandatory drug testing programme is given in the following table. Voluntary and clinical drug test results are not held centrally and could be obtained by surveying 138 establishments, which would only be at disproportionate cost.



Mr. Hanson: The numbers of prisoners who have given birth while serving their custodial sentence since April 2005, when the Prison Service began collecting figures centrally, are as follows:



April 2008-October 2008 April 2007-March 2008 April 2006-March 2007 April 2005-March 2006



The Government are seeking to encourage greater use of community sentences for women offenders where possible. Where a custodial sentence has been given, specific provision is made for those women who are pregnant or have babies with them in prison.



Prisoners: Mothers Julie Morgan: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many mothers held in prison had their babies with them on 1 April (a) 2008, (b) 2007, (c) 2006, (d) 2005 and (e) 2004. Mr. Hanson: The numbers of mothers held in prison who had their babies with them from 1 April 2004 to 1 April 2008, are as follows: As at 1 April: 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004



1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08



Female prisoners testing positive



19,637 18,420 17,098 15,990 13,689 12,304 13,959 14,274 13,819 12,342 13,291



596 600 780 812 681 578 685 813 891 930 687



Number 50 48 49 45 46



Where a custodial sentence has been given, specific provision is made for those women who are pregnant or have babies with them in prison.



Prisons: Death Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many (a) suicides, (b) deaths from natural causes and (c) suspicious deaths there were in prisons in each year since 1997. Mr. Malik: The National Offender Management Service’s system for classifying deaths in prison custody consists of four categories indicating the apparent cause of death. These are ‘self-inflicted’, ‘natural causes’, ‘homicide’ and ‘other nonnatural’. There is no specific category of ‘suspicious deaths’. The deaths in prison custody since 1997 to 13 November 2007 have been classified as follows: Homicide



Male prisoners testing positive



Number 56 102 99 106



1997 2 1998 4 1999 0 2000 3 2001 0 2002 0 2003 1 2004 2 2005 3 2006 0 2007 2 2008 3 (year to date)



Natural Other causes non-natural



48 46 58 62 68 66 86 102 88 83 90 80



1 1 0 1 1 3 2 9 5 3 0 2



Selfinflicted



Total



68 83 91 81 73 95 94 95 78 67 92 51



119 134 149 147 142 164 183 208 174 153 184 136



Prisons: Childbirth Sandra Osborne: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many women have given birth while serving a prison sentence in England in each of the last five years.



There is also one further death in 2008 which remains unclassified. As inquests can take several years to be completed, all classifications are considered as provisional. Numbers
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can change slightly when new information is received.



Custodial Sentences Sandra Gidley: What assessment he has made of the effectiveness of custodial sentences of three months or less. Bridget Prentice: The Government regularly undertake research on the effectiveness of various sentencing disposals, including both custodial and community-based sentences. (Of course it does, but the question is: how effective is a custodial sentence of three months or less? Ed) Mr. Philip Dunne: The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice, the right hon. Member for Delyn (Mr. Hanson), referred earlier to the introduction of high-visibility jackets for those serving community sentences. Will he now turn his attention to getting people who have been issued with community sentences to turn up to undertake them? For the last year for which information is available, 94,000 community sentences were issued but only 42,000 were completed. There is not much point in having high-visibility jackets if nobody is turning up to do the work. Mr. Hanson: Enforcement is far better than it was 10 years ago, when the hon. Gentleman’s party was in office. Sometimes sentences are not completed because people are sentenced further and end up in jail on a longer sentence. I hope that the hon. Gentleman supports visibility and community involvement, and that he recognises that community sentences are a strong punishment and a strong deterrent that can sometimes help to prevent reoffending. (The National Audit Office in a 2008 Survey reported: • Nine percent of offenders forgot their appointment or overslept • Eleven percent produced their own sick note • Six percent had not completed their punishments ordered by the Courts. • Twenty six percent had committed a further offence within a few months of starting their community sentence. Ed)



Petition: Criminal Convictions Bob Spink (Castle Point) (UKIP): SAFARI, which stands for Supporting All Falsely Accused with Reference Information, is an organisation that fights for people who have been falsely accused and seeks to make convictions safer. Some may think that the British judicial system is perfect. I do not subscribe to that view, so I am pleased to put questions to the Government and I thank those involved in trying to make the system safer. The petition, which supports an electronic petition of 224 signatures, states: The Petition of Phil Faber and others, declares that too many people are wrongly convicted because the law allows too much weight to be given to the word of one or more people, without other more tangible evidence to support the conviction; believes it is wrong that the jury only have to be persuaded that the defendant is guilty, and that this leaves the system open to abuse and puts people at risk of being convicted because someone has lied to the court or is innocently wrong in their assertions, and the person who tells the lie and secures the conviction can then claim compensation from the Criminal Injury Compensation Board. The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the Government to ensure that people are not normally convicted when the only evidence is the word of one or more persons.
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Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 and Repatriation of Prisoners Act 1984 In August 2008, Steve Bristow and Andrew Hauke, prisoners at Bangkwang Prison, Bangkok Thailand wrote to Inside Time to ask if we could provide a legal opinion on the effect of the Criminal Justice Act 2008 on British prisoners returning from abroad. They had been informed by the Cross Border Transfer Office (part of the Ministry of Justice) that when they returned to the UK they would be obliged to serve half of their sentence in a British prison before being considered for release. In both cases they have already served almost half of their sentence in Thailand. Clearly this is a matter of considerable importance to all 1991 Act prisoners held around the world and therefore we are printing the legal advice generously provided by Tony Quinlan at Switalskis Solicitors, in full. Mr Bristow and Mr Hauke also sent a detailed letter in August 2008 addressed to the Minister of Justice Jack Straw with copies to the Minister of Prisons David Hanson and Foreign Secretary David Milliband. Readers will not, perhaps, be surprised to know that a response has not been sent by any of them. he repatriation of UK citizens who have committed crimes abroad and who seek to be returned to the UK to serve their sentences is governed primarily by the Repatriation of Prisoners Act 1984.



T



This Act provides that the starting point for any returning UK subject will be that the UK will continue to enforce the sentence imposed by the foreign court in accordance with the rules and regulations governing imprisonment in this country. The UK will consider the original sentence, deduct from that sentence the amount of time already served (to include remand time and remission) and arrive at the length of time still to be served. For example, if a person is convicted in Thailand for Drug Trafficking and sentenced to 30 years imprisonment, and then serves 8 years in Thailand, the starting point for his sentence upon return to the UK will be 22 years. The Repatriation of Prisoners Act further provides that early release arrangements in the UK (with the exception of parole eligibility) apply only to that part of the sentence served in the UK and cannot be applied to that part of the sentence served abroad. In our example then, a person returning from Thailand who has no eligibility for early release on parole licence will be eligible for release (or to apply for release dependent upon the regime under which they have been sentenced as discussed below) at the halfway point of the 22 years remaining. The effect is that a person serving 30 years will have served 8 years in Thailand and will then serve a further 11 years in the UK before being eligible for release; making a total of 19 years served with 11 remaining rather than a 15/15 years split. The outstanding balance that is still to be served will begin on the date the prisoner arrives at the holding UK prison, and release from custody will then be governed by various Acts. It is from this point that matters become more complicated but the starting point will be as set out above since the following Acts have not interfered with these provisions. Any person who committed their offence on



Sills&Betteridge solicitors



all aspects of prison law including Civil action against police Criminal Court Proceedings Defence and Appeals Mental Health Reviews Adjudications parole hearings Police interviews in prison Recalls Serious Crime



criminal defence



01522 542211



email: [email protected] www.sillsonline.co.uk MIDLANDS



the halfway point of his sentence would nonetheless be released at his non-parole date at the two thirds points of sentence. The prisoner would still remain on licence to the three quarter point (longer in prison but shorter on licence) and again the licence would expire at the three quarter point and the “at risk“ period would take effect. In our example he would be released having served 20 years followed by a 2 year 6 months licence period to the same licence expiry date at the three-quarter point of his sentence and the same 7 year 6 month ‘at risk’ period.



Any person who committed their offence before 4 April 2005 and therefore potentially has parole eligibility will be governed by the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 as amended by the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008. The Criminal Justice Act 1991 provided that any person serving a sentence of four years or more would be deemed a “long term” prisoner. Under these provisions a prisoner would serve half of his designated period in custody and would then become eligible to apply for early release on parole licence. If he were successful in that application he would remain on licence to the three quarter point of his sentence when his licence would expire. The final quarter of his sentence would be the “at risk” period - a period that would only take effect if the prisoner were convicted of another offence. In this case, however, the Parole Eligibility Date is calculated on the whole of the sentence rather than the balance. The reason for this is so that those that fall within the remit of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 are not disadvantaged. In our example, the returning prisoner would serve 8 years in Thailand, 7 years in the UK (making 15 years) and therefore half the whole sentence, and then apply for parole. If his application was successful he would be released and would be on licence for 7½ years following which he would spend 7½ years “at risk”. (This would be the position for a sex/violent offender).



Any prisoner who was recalled to prison under these provisions would be liable to be released at the three quarter point of his sentence but the “at risk” period would then become a new licence period and the licence would remain in force to the sentence expiry date.



Any prisoner subject to the release provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 who was not successful in his application for early release at



As of Monday 9th June 2008 the provisions of Section 26 of the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 came into force as did Prison Service Instruction (PSI) 17/2008. The new provisions provide that any determinate sentence prisoner sentenced under the Criminal Justice Act 1991 provisions will now be eligible for release at the half way point of his sentence and will remain on licence to his sentence expiry date. These provisions then have the effect of standardising release procedures and bringing 1991 Act prisoners in line with 2003 Act prisoners. There are however a number of conditions that apply before these new provisions have effect. A Discretionary Conditional Release prisoner (a 1991 Act prisoner) will be eligible for release under the new provisions providing:1. He was sentenced under the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 1991; 2. He has a parole eligibility date (PED) of 9th June 2008 or later; 3. He is not serving a sentence for a specified sexual or violent offence as listed at Schedule 15 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003. The new provisions then do not apply to all Criminal Justice Act 1991 sentence prisoners.



Any prisoner who has passed his parole eligibility date will not fall within these provisions because to do so would be unfair. The 1991 Act provisions provide for longer in prison but a shorter period on licence and it would be unfair for a prisoner to spend more than half of his sentence in prison and then be released on a longer licence period than would otherwise have been the case. Additionally any prisoner serving a sentence for one of the many offences listed in Schedule 15 of the CJA 2003 will not be caught by the new provisions. A person convicted of Drug Trafficking in Thailand who committed their offence before 4 April 2005 will be caught by the new provisions. If that person were to be returned to the UK as a CJA 1991 prisoner they would be released at the half way point of their whole sentence and then spend the second half of the whole of their sentence on licence. In our example, a person returning today who has already served 8 years (and therefore committed their offence in 2000) would be caught by the new provisions and would now be treated as a 2003 Act prisoner - i.e. serve a further 7 years, be automatically released after that period (having spent half of the whole of his sentence in prison) and then spend 15 years on licence since the offence of Drug Trafficking is not a Schedule 15 offence, his offence was committed before 4/4/05 and his PED would not fall until 2015. It seems to me that both Mr Bristow and Mr Hauke do indeed fall into this category. The issue of whether it is fair and lawful to have the stating point of sentence calculation beginning at the date of reception into a UK prison has been the subject of legal challenge and the provisions have been upheld as lawful. The cases are R v SSHD (ex parte Ellaway) [1996] COD 328 and R v SSHD (ex parte Oshin) [2001] 1 WLR 2311. It is unlikely that the point could be successfully challenged further. It is the established law in respect of repatriation of UK citizens returning to the UK to serve and complete their sentences. Tony Quinlan - Prison Law Department, Switalskis Solicitors
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or after 4 April 2005 will be covered by the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 2003. These provisions are fairly straightforward and provide that a prisoner will be released automatically once they have served half of their sentence. They will remain on licence for the second half of their sentence and will be subject to licence supervision and potential recall to prison to serve the remaining time if those licence conditions are breached. In our example, the prisoner will serve 8 years in Thailand, serve a further 11 years in the UK and then spend 11 years on licence in the UK.



YORKSHIRE



Write to Mark Bailey Bailey Nicholson Grayson Solicitors 5th Floor Montrose House, 412 - 416 Eastern Avenue, Gants Hill, Ilford Essex IG2 6NQ



or call



020 8518 3999 For a prompt service throughout the midlands and the south of England



Legal Comment



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org



37



Fresh evidence and the Criminal Cases Review Commission David Wells, Partner with Wells Burcombe LLP, highlights applications to the Commission and how fresh evidence is interpreted he Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC) was set up in 1997 and assumes responsibility for investigating possible miscarriages of justice. It receives something in the region of 1,000 applications a year, has an annual budget of just over £6 million, and has approximately 100 staff (including Commissioners). The majority of the applications received by the CCRC focus on fresh evidence and the following article examines how fresh evidence is interpreted and the statutory basis for its admission.



When considering whether or not to refer a case to the Court of Appeal based on fresh evidence, the CCRC will be guided by the provisions of Section 23(2), but whereas the test for the Court of Appeal ultimately is whether the conviction is safe, the screening test applied by the CCRC is not the same. The CCRC will refer a case because of any new argument, or evidence, not previously raised and where there exists a ‘real possibility’ that in the event of a referral, the Court of Appeal would find the conviction to be unsafe.



What is fresh evidence? Put simply, fresh evidence is any evidence not adduced in the proceedings from which the application arises. It can include evidence contained in any document, exhibit or other thing connected with the proceedings. It is not restricted to evidence materialising subsequent to the trial and can include matters that were not introduced, but existed, prior to the proceedings. Most commonly, fresh evidence consists of something which undermines the credibility of a prosecution witness, but also includes matters such as advances in medical or forensic science.



It is important not to misunderstand the CCRC’s function and duty. It considers issues that are ‘new/fresh’. The CCRC is not a body of appeal. It will not interfere with the Jury’s verdict easily. The CCRC receives a number of applications each year who seek to reopen matters that were determined at trial. The complaint often made to the Commission is that … ‘I didn’t do it, I’m innocent … the Jury got it wrong.’ That may be so, but applicants need to focus on new issues - argument or evidence - that the Jury did not hear. Remember also that unless ‘exceptional circumstances’ exist, the CCRC will only consider an application where an applicant has previously appealed. Furthermore, matters raised and dismissed on appeal cannot simply be re-presented to the CCRC asking for a ‘second opinion.’
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Section 23 of the Criminal Appeal Act 1968 governs the receipt and admission of fresh evidence by the Court of Appeal. The overriding test is contained in Section 23 (1) which states that the Court of Appeal can receive any evidence which was not adduced in the proceedings if it is deemed ‘necessary or expedient in the interests of justice.’



So what governs the receipt and admissibility of fresh evidence? When considering the
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‘real possibility’ test, the CCRC will consider the issues set out in Section 23(2). Those matters are: S23(2) (a) Whether the evidence appears to be capable of belief. Clearly, if the evidence is capable of belief then it is likely to be admitted. (b) Whether the evidence may afford a ground for allowing any appeal. The ultimate test is whether the evidence provides a basis for concluding that the conviction is unsafe. (c) Whether the evidence would have been admissible in the proceedings. (d) Whether there is a reasonable explanation for the failure to adduce the evidence previously (see below). Of the four considerations, subsection (d) receives the most attention and is the most problematic. The general rule is that evidence that is available at trial should be called at trial. However, the discretionary power of the Court of Appeal to receive fresh evidence represents a potentially very significant safeguard against the possibility of injustice. If the CCRC form the view that any fresh evidence received fulfils the ‘real possibility’ test, then a referral should follow. However, a referral by the CCRC is no guarantee that the Court of Appeal will overturn the conviction. In R-v-Beresford 56 Cr App R 143, it was held that the question whether or not there is a reasonable explanation for failure to adduce evidence at trial depends on whether the defence has displayed reasonable



WELLS BURCOMBE Solicitors



We provide specialist legal advice, assistance and representation in relation to the following areas: ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡



PRISON LAW APPEALS AGAINST CONVICTION & SENTENCE MISCARRIAGES OF JUSTICE & CCRC CASES MAGISTRATE COURT CASES JUDICIAL REVIEWS CROWN COURT CASES/VHCC's TERRORISM CONFISCATION PROCEEDINGS



We cover all aspects of Prison Law including: Adjudications & Prison Discipline - Licence Recalls Parole Reviews (including Parole Refusal) Categorisation Reviews (including Cat A Reviews) Mandatory & Automatic Lifer Reviews IPP & Extended Sentences - HDC - Tariff Settings IEP Schemes - Medical Issues - Transfers Recovery of Property - Human Rights Issues We offer a service throughout England & Wales and visit clients in custody. For immediate help and assistance call



01727 840 900 or write to either David Wells, Miss Harjit Chana or Alan Burcombe at:



Wells Burcombe Solicitors 2-4 St Peters Street, St Albans Hertfordshire AL1 3LF Wells Burcombe work closely with MOJO, the Miscarriages of Justice Organisation



diligence in its preparation for trial. It is important to bear in mind here that the term ‘the defence’ includes the accused himself. Consequently, the CCRC will look very carefully at what part to play the accused had in the failure to adduce the evidence at trial. In considering any application based on fresh evidence, the CCRC will seek to predict the reaction of the Court of Appeal, and in particular how the Court of Appeal is likely to address the issues raised under Section 23. This is not an easy task and requires careful consideration of the fresh evidence against the background, quality and strength of other evidence introduced in the proceedings. Applications to the CCRC require skill. The author would advise applicants to seek representation and assistance in the making of the application, not least because the representative will be better placed to make enquiries of the potential fresh evidence source and make detailed submissions. Funding is often available for such applications. However, perhaps the best advice that can be offered when making this type of application is to focus on the issues listed under S23 and address them in turn and outline how it is felt each of the sections are met, or explain why any of them are not met.
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Parole Board under a duty Barrister Matthew Stanbury and prison law advisor Emma Burkinshaw summarise a High Court judgment which effectively rejected Parole Board claims regarding enforcement powers. As was noted by Mrs Justice Slade DBE, in giving the judgment of the court, the case was subsequently allowed to drift. By October 2008 the directions had still not been met and an application for judicial review was issued.



News from ‘The Bailey’ 1709 Paul W Sullivan looks at some of the cases and ‘interesting verdicts’ at the Old Bailey 300 years ago



The Parole Board mounted its defence on the basis that it has no enforcement powers, such as awarding costs against the prison, therefore could do nothing to speed matters along. The court rejected this argument, finding that the Board is under a duty to case-manage hearings in accordance with its duties under Article 5 (4) of the European Convention (the right to a speedy review of your detention.) As such, prisoners can now expect that the Board will aim to take more active steps to ensure that their hearings are not lost in the system.



uring 1709, thirteen people were sentenced to hang at the ‘Bailey’. Henry Halson and his wife Elizabeth were both hung for breaking into a house and stealing some pewter pots and pans. Martha Warman and Mary Elliot were hung for pickpocketing and William Marvel was hung for shoplifting £4 worth of muslin.



In deferring the hearing, the Board issued directions to the prison: to prepare the missing reports and to assess Mr Smith for relevant coursework. The Board specified that the directions should be met by March 2008 with a view to a hearing during that month.



Further, the court also held that the failure of the prison to provide Mr Smith with a place on the CALM programme was unlawful. As a result of the successful judicial review he has secured a place on the CALM programme during January 2009 and has been promised a hearing during March 2009, some 19 months after the expiry of his tariff. The case has once again highlighted the short supply of coursework within the prison estate some 12 months on from the initial decision in Walker and James; whether the situation will improve remains to be seen.



An interesting case was that of Elizabeth Cole, who was tried for the murder of her 3 year-old daughter. She took the child out and returned without it, saying that she had thrown the child into the River Thames and ‘sent it to heaven’. You would have thought it an open and shut case but no, not in 1709. It was stated to the Court that Elizabeth’s mother was a lunatic and she too had mental disorders: it was shown, however, that she had been a good and affectionate mother and that, had she done it, it was to prevent the child from being miserable. The jury acquitted her.



Predictably the directions were not met and, in accordance with its stated policy under the questionably titled ‘Intensive Case Management’ system, the Board did nothing to chase the prison up.



* Matthew Stanbury is a barrister with Bank House Chambers, Sheffield and was counsel in the above case. Emma Burkinshaw is a prison law advisor with Grayson Willis Bennett Solicitors in Sheffield.



In January 1709, Sarah Reynolds was convicted of shoplifting 12 shillings worth of cloth and ordered to be branded. Mary Taylor suffered a similar fate for shoplifting one shirt.



n 5th December 2008, the High Court gave its judgment in R (on the application of Smith) v Secretary of State for Justice and the Parole Board [2008] EWHC 2298 Admin. The Claimant, our client, is an IPP sentenced prisoner serving a 15month tariff, which expired in September 2007. His end-of-tariff review had been listed during November 2007, by which stage the prison had failed to fully prepare the parole dossier or to provide him with an assessment for the CALM programme.
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A really odd punishment was handed down to Thomas Brerewood who was convicted of defrauding his creditors. He got a full life sentence, but on top of this he was ordered to stand in the stocks three times a year for four hours outside the Royal Exchange ‘for as long as he lives’. Alice Hall was tried for murder for poisoning



two women with ‘rat’s bane in broth’. She admitted that she bought and prepared it, but said she was going to use it to kill herself, not the two women, yet got distracted and gave it to them by mistake. The jury believed her and acquitted her of murder, but instead committed her as a lunatic. Robert Lucas drove his cart over the head of a child who was playing in the street; he was indicted for murder but it was shown that the child had lain down in the street and his friends had covered him with straw; so the Jury acquitted him saying the death was caused by ‘misfortune’. John Munford and his friends were having a bit of a party and on the way home (a little worse for wear) an argument broke out. This carried on until one of the group got hurt in a bit of fisticuffs. At this point the Night Constable and Beadle got involved and told them to calm down a bit and ‘keep the Queen’s peace’. At this point two of the men got onto a roof and began throwing tiles at the law keepers and hurt the Night Constable’s eye. One of the men then got his musket and shouted that he’d ‘kill or be killed’. Unfortunately he shot his accomplice in the arm with small shot and the wound was so bad the surgeon wanted to amputate it. The man refused and later died of the wound. John Munford was indicted for murder. However he managed to produce a number of witnesses who said what a ‘good guy’ he really was … and the Jury acquitted him.



... and 300 years later A trial at the Old Bailey has been abandoned for the third time - costing the public a total of £22 million. The trial was of a man accused of stealing £1.75 million from Heathrow Airport in 2004. The judge gave no reason for stopping the trial, which has now cost nearly thirteen times more than the alleged robbery. The trials have been going on since 2005. John Twomey, 60, the alleged robber, will now face a fourth trial over the hold-up of Menzies World Cargo warehouse at the Airport in February 2004 after Judge Jeremy Roberts discharged the jury after five months. Judge Roberts would not give any reason for the decision, which he said left him ‘devastated’ and which, he added, came despite the ‘enormous cost to the public’.
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Bootlegging and duty evasion … nearly the oldest profession Aziz Rahman and Jonathan Lennon The phrase ‘bootlegging’ is centuries old; it emanates from returning sailors who would hide alcohol in their boots - away from the sight of the duty men at the ports. Smuggling can of course take on many forms, from simple ‘booze cruise’ overloads through to drugs, guns, counterfeited products and even people smuggling. We attempt here to look at a few frontier type offences - both old and new. Section 170 - Cigarettes, Alcohol & Drugs The prosecution of the standard booze cruise excise duty evasion is now much less common, as there is no presumption that a certain amount/litreage cannot be for personal use. There are however still numerous offences which fall into the bootlegging or evasion categories. By far the most popular offence used by prosecutors is s170 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979 - or conspiracy to commit that offence (conspiracy being an offence under the Criminal Law Act 1977). In this relatively brief article we cannot do justice to the many intricacies that s170 throws up, but if you are alleged to have committed an offence under this section you will know that the prosecution have the advantage of an offence which casts a very wide net. The section creates two offences; section 170(1) provides that it is an offence to knowingly acquire goods for which duty has not been paid, or be knowingly concerned in dealing with such goods with intent to defraud Her Majesty of payable duties. Section 170(2) provides that it is an offence to be “knowingly concerned in any fraudulent evasion of any prohibition” on the import of goods. Basically s170 (1) applies to legal goods that tax should be paid on, e.g. cigarettes, and s170 (2) applies to prohibited goods, e.g. cocaine. Section 170(2) does not make the cocaine prohibited - that is done by the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971; the importing of goods which are prohibited by the 1971, or any other Act, is unlawful under s170(2). In importation cases, the battleground is likely to be the state of knowledge or involvement of the Defendant - i.e. was he ‘knowingly concerned’, or acting with the required intent under s170 (1). The Crown has to prove this element and in most disputed cases this will involve inferences from facts. For example a covert surveillance operation showing the Defendant meeting persons who are involved in the importation and/or a series of phone calls at critical times – the defence have the job of working to rebut these inferences. In MacNeill v H.M. Advocate 1986 SCCR 288 it was held that to be ‘concerned’ in the importation of goods, a person has to be involved in the enterprise in some way and must have accepted a role to be performed if circumstances so required. It is here that prosecutors can sometimes over-egg the pudding and ascribe a role to a Defendant that does not match his true role. Of course the jury



could still find the Defendant guilty, but any party to litigation that pins their colours firmly to the mast risks their case being severely weakened if their theory of the case can be demonstrated to be false. All of course is dependent on the facts of the case; a person may have some knowledge of what is going on without having a true role - on the other hand, the facts may lead to an irresistible inference of knowledge. Assessing properly how much to reveal at the interview or Defence Statement stage is often the key in advancing the defence case. A common theme in importation cases is the situation where someone accepts involvement in an illegal importation but claims not to have known that the goods were really drugs …”I thought it was cigarettes!” This is a defence to a s170(2) case as that subsection applies to prohibited goods, and cigarettes are not prohibited. But if the suspect admits that he knew he was involved in a drugs importation, but thought it was cannabis (Class C) and not cocaine (Class A), then he will still be guilty under s170(2) - because although the two drugs carry different sentences, the actual offence is the evasion of the prohibition rules. There is a certain amount of confusion over this, because the situation is different if the charge is conspiracy to contravene s170 (2). In that situation the prosecution must prove that the agreed course of conduct was to import cocaine, because the essence of the offence is in the agreement - not the actual import; the prosecution cannot prove agreement to import



heroin by proving an agreement to import cannabis; see R v Taylor [2002] Crim L.R. 205. Carousels Missing Trader Intra Community (MTIC) VAT frauds (or carousel frauds) are highly lucrative scams that attack the VAT system. The basic idea is that goods, usually high value technical goods such as mobile phones, CPUs or other computer chips are imported VAT free from EU countries. The goods are then sold on at VAT inclusive prices and the original dealer would then disappear without paying the VAT to the authorities. This basic operation would usually occur through a series of companies all liable to pay VAT. Sometimes the goods are re-exported back to the EU, at which point the exporter reclaims the VAT from HMRC. The goods may then come back to the original importer and the circuit (carousel) starts again. Innocent traders may be used by those intent on defrauding the Revenue. In large operations the trick is to understand completely how the prosecution link the various lines, or chains of companies. Conspirators may be accused of being party to a sham company or to allowing their company to ‘go to the wall’ - i.e. the company’s VAT number will be used until the (up to then) legitimate company disappears. The biggest problem the Crown has had is dealing with the purchasers who all claim to be innocent. They are entitled to claim back the VAT that has been paid out by them. The Government’s approach was simply not to
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repay these sums - the justification being that the deals were non-commercial for VAT purposes and therefore no rebates were necessary. Customs were challenged and they lost. In a High Court reference to the European Court of Justice, the Court held that in the UK’s approach to tackling carousel frauds it was wrong to refuse to grant VAT rebates to innocent third party companies caught up in the scam; Optigen Ltd & Fulcrum & Ors v Commissioner of Customs and Excise (OJ C251 of 18.10.03). The reaction to this judgement has been the introduction of a ‘reverse charge’. From 1st June 2007 this applied to high value electronic goods such as mobile phones and CPUs as they were the very goods that the MTIC fraudsters were trading in. The reverse charge works by levying the VAT on purchase rather than sale, thus the purchaser shells out directly to HMRC rather than to the company that sold him the goods. This has been having an impact already, and MTIC frauds appear to have declined. However, the reverse charge will not solve the problem, as the fraudulent traders will inevitably move to trading in VATable goods other than high value electronic goods. Fuel The evasion of excise duty on fuel has been around for years - e.g. by the use of nonroad diesel (red diesel) diverted for road use. Another fraud is the use of rebated oil - i.e. oil that has a much lower level of excise duty than Diesel Engine Road Vehicle fuel (DERV) and the mixing of that product with DERV to ‘extend’ or ‘blend’ the fuel. Sometimes this rebated fuel will be purchased on the continent and though no duty evasion occurs at the frontier, the purpose is to make a much higher mark up on the sale of road fuel. Such fuels can damage engines and, as you might imagine, HMRC takes their investigation of these matters very seriously. As traders in oil now largely have to be Registered Dealers in Controlled Oils (RDCOs) and therefore complete paperwork for sales, the issues will often be similar to an alcohol diversion fraud where invoices etc are said to be fraudulent - however in the case of oil frauds there is usually also a government chemist testing the product and confirming that rebated fuel (e.g. kerosene) has been mixed with DERV. Conclusion Given the broad variety of prosecutions, there can be no general advice to those faced with a ‘cheating the revenue’ type prosecution. But it is always worth remembering that despite the resources the State puts behind prosecuting these cases, the authorities can and do get it wrong. There might, in some cases, have to be a great deal of investigative or accountancy work to be undertaken by the defence team - or it simply may all come down to inferences from some phone traffic. Whatever the case, as usual, early preparation and keeping the maximum pressure on the prosecution is the only key to a successful outcome. Aziz Rahman Aziz Rahman is a SolicitorAdvocate and Partner at the leading Criminal Defence firm Rahman Ravelli Solicitors, specialising in Human Rights, Financial Crime and Large Scale Conspiracies /Serious crime. Rahman Ravelli are members of the Specialist Fraud Panel. Jonathan Lennon is a Barrister specialising in serious and complex criminal defence cases at 23 Essex Street Chambers in London. He is a contributing author to Covert Human Intelligence Sources (2008 Waterside Press) and has extensive experience in all aspects of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002.
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Inside Time Legal Forum Answers to readers’ legal queries are given on a strictly without liability basis. If you propose acting upon any of the opinions that appear, you must first take legal advice. Replies for the Legal Forum kindly provided by Frank Brazell & Partners; Levys Solicitors; Parlby Calder Solicitors; Stephensons Solicitors LLP; Stevens Solicitors; Henry Hyams Solicitors; Morgans Solicitors; De Maids; Switalskis Solicitors; Hine Associates - see advertisements for full details. Send your legal queries (concise and clearly marked ‘legal’) to our editorial assistant Lucy Forde at Inside Time, PO Box 251, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 4XJ. For a prompt response, readers are reminded to send their queries on white paper using black ink or typed if possible. Use a first or second class stamp. sentence (your original licence expiry date). If you receive a recommendation from the Parole Board stating that you will remain in custody until your SED you should contact a solicitor immediately as you must request an Oral Hearing within 14 days. In your circumstances it is sometimes possible to persuade the Parole Board to consider written representations as you had not been given the opportunity to challenge the recall, they may also then grant you an oral hearing. You should contact a solicitor for assistance if you want to do this.



............................................... From: Mr A F - HMP Wayland Q I was released on licence after serving 21



From: Mr C - HMP Wandsworth Q I was originally sentenced under the 1991 Act. After I was recalled it took six months for me to obtain my recall pack. By the time I had it, the Parole Board had sat twice on my case and directed that I serve my full sentence. I have been told that I will not be released until my sentence expiry date.



A If the offence leading to your sentence was committed before 4 April 2005 (and the sentencing judge did not order that your licence should last until the end of your sentence) after you are recalled you are entitled to be re-released at the three-quarter point of your



months of a 42 month sentence. On release, because of my MAPPA 2 status, I was ordered to attend a probation hostel in an area of London that I didn’t know. 27 days later I was recalled for various reasons. My recall dossier arrived and my local solicitors have built a case for the reissue of my licence. The date for my second hearing has been and gone; how do I call attention to this belated review? Also, the panel have asked for an updated risk assessment. Despite attending all the behavioural, drug and drink awareness courses my risk has never been reduced. How can I tackle this? Finally, I hear that MAPPAs and recalled MAPPAs don’t serve up to their SED - will I serve this or have to be in a MAPPA monitoring hostel?



A Your correspondent was recalled to custody



for breach of licence conditions. He has various queries. He asks whether a prisoner categorised as MAPPA 2 is required to serve the whole of the sentence when he is recalled to custody. He has heard that he only has to serve a portion of his sentence. The period that he must serve depends upon the date that his index offence was committed. If it was after 4th April 2005 then he falls within the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and he must serve until his SED unless the Parole Board directs otherwise. If the offence was committed before that date he falls within CJA1991 and can only be held until his LED. It seems that his release was refused by the first Parole Board Panel considering the case and a date was set for further review. The Parole Board requested further documents including a risk management plan, risk assessment and reports from any courses he has attended regarding drugs and alcohol. He also comments that his request for an oral hearing has been refused with no reason given. There is no automatic right to an oral hearing. Each request is considered on its individual facts. The Parole Board will consider whether there is a substantial dispute of fact or an issue of risk that would benefit from an oral hearing rather than a further review on paper. The prisoner is entitled to written reasons for the refusal of that oral hearing. My experience is that these reasons are very short - usually limited to one or two paragraphs. If his solicitor has requested the oral hearing they should receive a copy of the refusal and could consider challenging the decision by way of judicial review. I do not know enough about the individual facts to comment as to whether this is a case for judicial review. With regard to the risk management plan and assessment - these are standard reports requested from the Home Probation Officer. The problem is there is no one responsible for chasing up reports that have not been filed and that duty tends to fall upon the solicitor. I would telephone the Probation Officer to ensure the report had been filed and request a copy. I would also submit a letter explaining
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why no coursework has been completed if that is unclear from the report. He asks how he goes about requesting that the further review takes place immediately, given that it was scheduled to take place on or before 14 May. Again, if this were my case I would have telephoned the Further Review Team on a daily/every other day basis depending on what they were telling me. They frequently say they have not received reports when we have sent them ourselves and had receipt confirmed on a previous occasion. Once it has been established that all reports are with the right person, and that person has still not sent the case to the Parole Board, I would send a letter before action threatening judicial review of their continuing decision to refuse to send the case to the Parole Board. That letter would be directed to the Line Manager of the caseworker at the Further Review Team with a copy to the manager at the Parole Board. It would give a very short deadline within which the case has to be sent and if they failed to confirm that it was within that time frame I would apply for funding to issue proceedings.



............................................... From: Mr S H - HMP Hewell Grange Q Please could you confirm that days served or deemed served should be deducted from the custodial part of the sentence? Also to arrive at parole dates the number of years is converted into days and divided by two to give the parole eligibility date minus days served.



A



As a far as remand days are concerned, since the inception of new legislation some little while ago, remand time now no longer comes off automatically, the sentencing Judge/Magistrate has to order that time served is to count. It should be noted that it is unlikely that remand term will be ordered not to count, and if this is the decision, then reasons need to be given. As far as a Parole Eligibility Date (PED) is concerned, then yes you are correct, in that this will be the halfway point of the sentence.
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BANKS ON SENTENCE Answers provided by Robert Banks, a barrister who writes Banks on Sentence, the book the Judges use for sentencing more than any other. www.banksr.com Q



I was advised to plead early by my barrister. He said I would get the maximum discount if I pleaded at the first opportunity. My two co-defendants hung on and went for a basis of plea. They took it to the day of trial and because the victim in the attack was so called vulnerable, the judge and the prosecution wanted a plea. The judge on a Goodyear application said he would give a near maximum discount to the co-defendants and the prosecution gave them a very favourable basis of plea. It said they were not the organisers. As their role went down it seemed my role went up as I had nothing in writing. It’s gone over for reports. I think I have been shafted. What can I do? (A Goodyear application is where the defendant asks the Judge what sentence he would give if there is a guilty plea at that stage.)



A If your barrister had asked for a basis of plea at the beginning then some of the problems may have been resolved. Perhaps he tried - I don’t know. However, it is frequently the case that the prosecution will not agree a basis of plea when there is an outstanding trial for co-defendants. Your counsel's negotiating position may now be poorer than counsel for the co-defendants. It’s not too late to do this on the day of sentence although the prosecution may have no incentive to give you anything. After that it is down to your barrister to analyse the facts so as to downgrade your



role and to remind the judge s/he has to be satisfied so that s/he can be sure for each finding of fact s/he makes. Just because the other two have not been classified as the organisers does not make you an organiser.



Q I was sentenced to 14 years under the old release law. The judge said I would serve half of the sentence and be released on licence. The prison service state that the halfway point for release only applies to prisoners sentenced under the new regime. Surely the judge’s comments must override the prison view?



A



The Judge when dealing with your release is only giving information. He is not making an order. The release dates are decided by the operation of the relevant law. I am afraid the prison service interpretation is correct. I wish you luck with your application for parole.



Q I was convicted of wounding with intent. I attacked my girlfriend’s new partner with a knife. She was cheating on me. The doctor said he nearly died but in fact he made a good recovery. The judge gave me IPP. I have no convictions for violence. Is it lawful to give me IPP without relevant convictions? A You don’t need to have convictions to be sentenced to IPP. What matters is whether the statutory criteria are made



OLLIERS S O LI C ITO R S



out. The two key criteria are, “whether there is a significant risk of the offender committing further specified offences” and “whether there is significant risk thereby of serious harm to members of the public”. A specified offence is one that is listed in the Criminal Justice Act 2003 Schedule 15. The judge is able to look at a wide range of factors. However without relevant convictions it will be much more difficult to establish the risks required. Unless your barrister has advised you to appeal I suggest you ask your barrister for a written advice about your sentence. You should also ask the advice to deal with this specific point and refer to R v Veseli 2008 28/11/08.



Q



I have been charged with murder. I am told that the earlier you plead the greater the discount for pleading is given. I accept I killed the victim. My solicitor thinks he should investigate diminished responsibility by obtaining



medical reports. Will the delay reduce the discount?



A To achieve the maximum discount the plea should be entered at the “first reasonable opportunity”. That does not mean the first possible opportunity. In murder cases that is usually taken as the first Directions hearing (usually a PCMH) or after your conference with your leading counsel which ever is later. However the courts recognise the seriousness of the charge and the number of defences to the charge which may need to be investigated. The Court of Appeal considers that where medical issues are being investigated the first reasonable opportunity is after you have received advice from your counsel on the reports. They do however make it clear that where there is no dispute that the defendant caused the death of the victim the prosecution should be told of this even if other issues are being investigated.



Please make sure questions relate to sentences and not conviction or release. Unless you say you don’t want your question and answer published it will be assumed you don’t have an objection to publication. No-one will have their identity revealed. Facts which indicate who you are will not be printed. It is usually not possible to determine whether a particular defendant has grounds of appeal without seeing all the paperwork. Going through all the paperwork is normally not an option. The column is designed for simple questions and answers. Please address your questions to Michaela Hoggarth, Frank Brazell & Partners, 97 White Lion St., London N1 9PL (and mark the letter for Robert Banks).



Need Inside Advice? David Phillips and Partners can help out.



Parole We will advise you throughout the process and will inform you if the decision is challengeable by way of judicial review



Lifers Representation for discretionary and mandatory lifers Automatic Life sentence and I.P.P. inmates and Tariff Review g sentin Repre rs in e prison and nd Engla or 10 f s e l Wa years



Recatagorisation



Video Link faciliti e s no Licence Conditions availab w le Confused? We will advise you



Cat A to Cat D



Recalls Prompt representation for Determinate Sentence and Life Sentence Recalls.



North W est Adjudications Advice given on all aspects of Prison Law Contact Jeremy Pinson: Olliers Solicitors Castlefield Chambers 11 Duke S treet Manchester M3 4NF



0 1 6 1



8 3 4



Criminal Defence Service



1 5 1 5



FED UP WITH THE SYSTEM? WE’LL FIGHT IT FOR YOU!



We offer legal advice and representation on:· • • • • • • •



CAT A Reviews Independent Adjudications IPP and extended sentences Lifer hearings and Paper Reviews Parole Reviews Recall Reviews Tariff/ Minimum Term Reviews



0151 236 3331 Escape the technicalities and let us fight your case - call us now and ask for our Specialist Prison Law team. Established 1982 8th Biggest Provider of Criminal Defence Services Nationwide Service David Phillips and Partners, Solicitors and Higher Court Advocates 6 C a s t l e St r e e t , L i v e r p o o l L 2 0 N B
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The Biggest Issue?



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org



The two boys were then packed off to their grandparents whom in Ian's eyes then sustained the most severe form of rejection by hearing that a 'nice man' had gone around to the pub to talk to his father about adoption. He literally believed his father … 'gave him away in the pub!'



by Sue Smith with Ian Rayner Jane Andrews is struck by a powerful story of pain, addiction and ultimate freedom



By reading the first chapter you really believe that his future can be nothing but bleak, which in fact is putting it mildly, but it is Ian himself who turns his life around and is the person he is today.



Even before I started the book, I knew it would make me smile in places. Unlike most books that have a dedication, this one simply starts with ... 'The majority of names in this book have been changed to protect the individuals mentioned. I felt, however, that the animals would enjoy the publicity so their names remain completely unchanged!’ This in fact gives reference to his trusty dog 'Ziggy', definitely mans’ best friend.



This is a disturbing read in many ways when you think that a mother could say to a child at the age of four, 'it's alright to steal as long as you don't steal everything ...'so this was the loving, nurturing upbringing the young Ian learnt from his peers. And he literally took her at her word for many years.



Ian Rayner was brought up on the Isle of Man and sustained a painfully neglected childhood, which resulted in him experimenting with illegal substances by the age of thirteen and spending a grim time in a detention centre, which nurtured him into further criminal activities.



It is a relatively short read and will certainly make anyone sit up and realise that it is possible to turn your life around ... I have to say at this point that Ian Rayner turns his life around by becoming a Christian and, as he points out himself, “My whole purpose in life is to make people aware of this wonderful story and its significance for them. That's not to say that I have become an intense ‘Bible basher’, preaching at anyone who will listen.”



The book starts with the chapter, 'The woman called my mother', describing one of his stints in prison when he is informed that his mother is incarcerated in the women's section. He fights with his conscience of whether he should make himself known to her, but soon comes to the heartrending decision to keep his head down when painful memories of his early life start to rush through his mind. Ian was brought up being told on a daily basis that he was, 'naughty and bad', so believed he was to blame when his mother left with his baby sister. These actions scarred him for the rest of his life; any wonder that he went on to suffer with all forms of insecurities.



The way he speaks about his time in prison is very poignant and what left a 'mark' on me is when he describes his daily thoughts: 'I could tolerate life there, sometimes even enjoy it a bit, but every day there was not a moment went past when I didn't wish I was somewhere else ... '



Even if you are a 'non-believer', I would still recommend this book because it may make you decide to turn your life around ... it could even be your epiphany!



Jane Andrews is currently resident at HMP Send The Biggest Issue? by Sue Smith with Ian Rayner is available in all good bookshops ISBN: 0-95445006-0-1



Ten Greatest Conmen by Roger Cook and Tim Tate Gerard McGrath recommends a collective that in his view simultaneously outrages and titillates I confess to feeling flattered (probably unduly) when first invited by Inside Time to occasionally review a book. When my first commission, Roger Cook and Tim Tate's 'Ten Greatest Conmen' arrived, I experienced a certain sense of irony and wondered if Inside Time had perhaps employed the Freedom of Information Act to obtain a copy of my criminal record! The editorial team is renowned for its wry sense of humour! To my eternal shame, amongst diverse others, I have previous convictions for obtaining pecuniary advantage but nothing like on the scale of the ten con artists whose stories Cook and Tate regale us with in this compelling pageturner of its genre. Many readers will recall the riveting TV series 'The Cook Report.' Millions of viewers tuned in to witness the intrepid Roger ‘slaying the dragons’; sundry villains whose nefarious activities were exposed as a result of the investigative journalism that arguably epitomises the career of Roger Cook. The contra view, being that Cook is as easily perceived as a tad egocentric, self-righteous and something of a self-appointed crusader more in the cause of Cook than justice. Whichever the case might be, Cook and Tate have collaborated to pen this collective in an absorbing, easy to read narrative style which simultaneously outrages the empathetic element and titillates the vicarious outlaw element of the psyche. Being of a certain age, I was immediately drawn to the tale of the clever but arrogant and ruthless Doctor Savundra, one of a number of cause celebre cases in the 1960's. Savundra's arrogance and disdain will never be forgotten by those who saw the iconic television interview he gave to David Frost, which would later be ridiculed by Savundra's trial judge as ‘trial by media’. Savundra merits the dubious honour of being amongst Cook and Tate's ten greatest



ghS GANTS HILL SOLICITORS Commissioners for Oaths



1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8.



Magistrates' Court Representation. Crown Court Representation. Serious Crime & Fraud. Application to the CCRC. Prison Law & Representation. Prisoners’ rights. Immigration cases & Appeals. Judicial Reviews & Human Rights.



LEGAL AID FRANCHISE FOR CRIME Contact Mr Justice or Chika Gants Hill Solicitors 267 High Road Leytonstone London E11 4HH



0208 519 7771 24hrs Police Station Emergency No 07814 798847



conmen and their writing of his story is consummately executed. As one would expect of investigative journalists, all ten tales read as being forensically researched and appear to be objectively presented. Any of them would make a fascinating book of and by themselves and most have done so. Hollywood recognized our propensity for vicarious thrills. Many will have seen Leonardo DiCaprio's portrayal of Frank Abagnale Jr in the film Catch Me If You Can. Cook and Tate tell the story of this self-promoting poacher turned gamekeeper less sympathetically than is the case with the film director's exercise of artistic licence. Perhaps cleverly keeping the most audacious and callous until last, Cook and Tate left even cynical me astonished in their telling of the timeshare fraud perpetrated by John 'Goldfinger' Palmer. The monumental scam netted Palmer and his partner Christina Ketley millions of pounds. Their story would translate into a Hollywood or Elstree film equally as entertaining as the story of Abagnale and if they have not been taken up, I commend the purchase of the options forthwith. The subsequent incompetence of the CPS saw Palmer win his appeal against confiscation of assets and keep £33 million he had stolen from his hapless victims. One is compelled to agree with Cook and Tate that his myriad victims were as ill-served by the legal profession as they were ruthlessly fleeced by Palmer. Collective eyebrows may well rise in concern and consternation (not least those of the Fraud Squad) that ‘Ten Greatest Conmen’ finds a place on the shelves of Prison Libraries. Regardless of disapproval from whatever source, I commend this rattling good read to fellow prisoners. I hasten to add, more as a catalogue of cautionary tales than a blueprint for success as an aspiring fraudster. Gerard McGrath is currently resident at HMP Haverigg Ten Greatest Conmen by Roger Cook and Tim Tate is available in all good bookshops
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Specialists Criminal Defence, Prison Law & Human Rights



Passionate about prisoners' rights We cover all prisons throughout the UK and provide a quick response to requests for visits We are able to assist you in the following areas:‡ Judicial Reviews ‡ Licence Recalls ‡ Adjudications ‡ Categorisation & Transfers ‡ Parole ‡ Appeals & CCRC ‡ Lifer Reviews and DLP`s Immigration matters: ‡ Appeals against deportation & human rights apps. ‡ Confiscation proceedings ‡ Criminal Court proceedings and appeals For immediate help and assistance please call



Tel: 020 7272 7202 Fax: 020 7272 8161



Mr Sulayman Dawodu (Mob 07932 570246) (EMERGENCY 24/7 - 07926 938138) or write to:



[email protected] www.gantshillsolicitors.com CRIMINAL DEFENCE SERVICES



Cresent & Co 2 Station Place, Finsbury Park, London N4 2DH
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In prison my whole life A film by Marc Evans



Paul Sullivan highlights a film that portrays racism and brutality in the US criminal justice system



The film is called ‘In prison my whole life’ because the film’s subject, Mumia Abu-Jamal, was imprisoned on 9th December 1981, the day Will Francome, the creator of the film, was born. Will had been interested in Mumia all his life and spent years trying to get the film made. It seemed a bit of a dichotomy sitting in an opulent committee room at the centre of British government watching a film about American police brutality and racism; and about one man in particular, Mumia Abu-Jamal, a man framed for the murder of a white cop and sentenced to death by a racist judge who was a member of a right-wing police organisation called the ‘Fraternity of Police’. This judge allowed black



jurors to be removed to bias the jury and actually said, on the first day of the trial, that he was going to help the prosecution to … “fry the nigger.” Judge Sabo has sentenced more people to death (26) than any other judge; 24 of those were black men.



LAST YEARS NEWS Cemetery could be a deathtrap Sleaford Target Train delays could last a decade, says Network Rail Daily Mail



The room stayed silent as we heard that the man who probably murdered the policeman was found dead a few days later; naked and handcuffed on waste ground - probably murdered by the Fraternity of Police.



TOILET TROUBLE Councillors in Langport have pooh-poohed a revamp of the town’s public toilets. Western Gazette



In his original trial, the prosecution were told that if they didn’t advocate the death penalty they would have to justify why, and anyway it wouldn’t matter because he’d have lots of appeals.



prevent his communications with the outside world but he still continues; thanks to a dedicated band of ‘supporters’.



Mumia waits for a fresh hearing to argue that his original trial was unfair because of the racism. The Court, however, will only rule on whether the death sentence was lawful. If it rules that it is then he could die within days 27 years after first being convicted.



We sat through 90 minutes of horror, disbelief and shame. The film was followed by a lively debate by the audience, which included members of the Houses of Commons and Lords. The film’s creators, Will Francome and Katie Green, answered questions and filled in more of the insanity that is the racism in America’s ‘justice’ system.



In the film we saw American police dressed in leather, looking like Nazis, beating up black people. Some African-Americans got together to form ‘The Movement’ to fight the racism in Philadelphia; their first house was attacked and raked with gunfire by police, who actually shot one of their own; a death that seven innocent black men are still in prison, convicted, for. They moved to another house and the audience were stunned to see actual footage of a police helicopter drop a bomb on the house. Eleven people were burned alive, including five children; the film did not shun reality and we saw distressing pictures of the burned bodies. The fire brigade stood by and let the fire burn down a whole block of poor black people’s housing. The film asked many questions. We saw the abuse in Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq and the question posed was: what gave these people the idea that it was acceptable to behave like this? One of the abusing soldiers was a prison guard who had worked at Mumia’s prison! We saw the devastation of hurricane Katrina and the poor black people left to rot with no help from the state. Why? During his incarceration, Mumia has written books and made regular radio broadcasts; he is allowed three 15 minute calls a week and these are recorded and broadcast on independent radio stations. The state changed laws to try to



Award winning Prison Law, Criminal Law, Family Law, Mental Health and Human Rights Specialists. Switalski’s Solicitors is a growing firm based in the north of England with a large team of legal experts ready to help you. Our dedicated Prison Law Department can help you with Adjudications, Appeals, Categorisation, Lifers, Parole, Recall, Transfers and Representation at Oral Hearings. We also provide family law assistance for inmates and representation at Police interviews within prison.  Firm partner Michael Kennedy is Mental Health lawyer of the Year  Highly experienced teams offering friendly and professional service  Prompt response to your enquiries.  Clear explanation without jargon.  Representation throughout Yorkshire and the North of England.



FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT TONY QUINLAN ON



01924 882000 Head Office: 19 Cheapside, Wakefield, WF1 2TF. Offices also in Bradford and Leeds
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Fly tippers, litter louts and dogs who allow owners to foul paths and pavements will be top of the list. North Wales Chronicle Council aims to monitor proliferation of erections Whistable Times Murray angry at losing his temper Evening Standard Arranging a death of a loved one isn’t easy but there are companies and services here to help you every step of the way Advertisement, South Wales Echo The woman was taken to a north London hospital but discharged after being shot in the back. Islington Tribune A woman accidentally stabbed herself in the foot with a 36in sword while performing a pagan good luck ritual in a cemetery at night. Ravenshead Messenger PUBLIC ‘MAST’ DEBATE Church plans under attack Holme Valley Express



The film was presented by Legal Action for Women and Global Women’s Strike (who campaign for Mumia) and hosted by John McDonnell MP. They are eager to widen the film’s audience: I would recommend it, wholeheartedly, to everyone. If you would like to arrange a showing in your prison please contact Inside Time and we will put you in touch with the film makers.



“It’s been a long time since I caught crabs. The last occasion was 15 years ago on the Isle of Wight. Oh, what a long, hot summer that was.” Bryony Gordon, Daily Telegraph Britain’s love affair with the romantic novel appears to be over, with library figures showing borrowers turning to crime. Daily Telegraph
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(ASTHE*USTICESYSTEMLETYOUDOWN !CTNOW 7ECANPROVIDECLEARADVICEANDEFFECTIVE REPRESENTATIONINALLAREASOFPRISONLAWSUCHAS



‡ Licences Recalls, Parole, IPP, Extended Sentences and Lifer Reviews ‡ Adjudications, Complaints, Mistreatment and access to medical treatment ‡ Action against the Prison Service, Human Rights and Judicial Reviews ‡ Civil claims and duty of care (excl. medical negligence) ‡ Foreign National Prisoner Rights ‡ ROTL and HDC ‡ D Cat and Transfer ‡ Criminal Appeals, CCRC and Tariff Reduction ‡ Challenging Security intelligence reports and Sentence Calculation We can also provide assistance in



Immigration,Criminal Court Proceedings & Appeals and Confiscation proceedings . 0LEASEWRITETO*OSHUAOR2ITAAT



#HARTWELLAND3ADLERS3OLICITORS !SYLUM2OAD,ONDON3%," or call us on  (Mob 07507 431045)
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THE WORLD'S STRANGEST LAWS    







  



It is illegal for a cab in the City of London to carry rabid dogs or corpses. It is illegal to die in the Houses of Parliament. It is an act of treason to place a postage stamp bearing the British monarch upside down. Under the UK’s Tax Avoidance Schemes Regulations 2006, it is illegal not to tell the taxman anything you don’t want him to know, though you don’t have to tell him anything you don’t mind him knowing. In Alabama, it is illegal for a driver to be blindfolded while driving a vehicle. In Ohio, it is against state law to get a fish drunk. In France, it is forbidden to call a pig Napoleon. Royal Navy ships that enter the Port of London must provide a barrel of rum to the Constable of the Tower of London. In the UK, a pregnant woman can legally relieve herself anywhere she wants - even, if she so requests, in a policeman’s helmet.







 



In London, Freemen are allowed to take a flock of sheep across London Bridge without being charged a toll; they are also allowed to drive geese down Cheapside. In San Salvador, drunk drivers can be punished by death before a firing squad. In the UK, a man who feels compelled to urinate in public can do so only if he aims for his rear wheel and keeps his right hand on his vehicle.



    







   



divorces in order to begin a new life together.



Lady Chatterley's Lover D. H. Lawrence The publication history of Lady Chatterley's Lover provides a plot itself worthy of a novel. Published privately in 1928 and long available in foreign editions, the first unexpurgated edition did not appear in England until Penguin risked publishing it in 1960. Prosecuted under the Obscene Publications Act of 1959, Penguin was acquitted after a notorious trial, in which many eminent authors of the day appeared as witnesses for the defence.



Did you know in France, it is forbidden to call a pig Napoleon



Did you know in Vermont, women must obtain written permission from their husbands to wear false teeth.



A book to read before you die



 



In Lancashire, no person is permitted after being asked to stop by a constable on the seashore to incite a dog to bark. In Miami, Florida, it is illegal to skateboard in a police station. In Indonesia, the penalty for masturbation is decapitation. In England, all men over the age of 14 must carry out two hours of longbow practice a day.



In Florida, unmarried women who parachute on Sundays can be jailed. In Kentucky, it is illegal to carry a concealed weapon more than six-feet long. In Chester, Welshmen are banned from entering the city before sunrise and from staying after sunset. In the city of York, it is legal to murder a Scotsman within the ancient city walls, but only if he is carrying a bow and arrow. In Boulder, Colorado, it is illegal to kill a bird within the city limits and also to “own” a pet - the town’s citizens, legally speaking, are merely “pet minders”. In Vermont, women must obtain written permission from their husbands to wear false teeth. In London, it is illegal to flag down a taxi if you have the plague. In Bahrain, a male doctor may legally examine a woman’s genitals but is forbidden from looking directly at them during the examination; he may only see their reflection in a mirror. A selection of strange British laws from ‘I Fought The Law’ by Dan Kieran (Bantam Press). With various odd laws from around the World.



Did you suﬀer physical, sexual or emotional abuse as a child? WBW Solicitors can help you claim compensation for your lost childhood. For sympathetic, straight-forward, conﬁdential advice, contact Penny Ayles Member of the Association of Child Abuse Lawyers



Due to this infamous history, the novel is most widely known for its explicit descriptions of sexual intercourse. These occur in the context of a plot which centres on Lady Constance Chatterley and her unsatisfying marriage to Sir Clifford, a wealthy Midlands landowner, writer, and intellectual. Constance enters into a passionate love affair with her husband's educated gamekeeper, Oliver Mellors. Pregnant by him, she leaves her husband and the novel ends with Mellors and Constance temporarily separated in the hope of securing
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Cr



Eager purchasers look at the book for the dirty bits after the obscenity trial that cleared the book for sale in the 1960’s * 1001 books you must read before you die by Peter Boxal (Cassell Illustrated).



cooper rollason solicitors The 24 hour Criminal Lawyers



PRISON LAW SPECIALISTS



cooper rollason



NATIONWIDE SERVICE w w w. c o o p e r r o l l a s o n . c o m



Criminal Defence and Appeals CCRC Applications Adjudications Judicial Reviews Lifer Panels Tariff Reviews Parole Hearings Recalls Licence Conditions Miscarriages of Justice Low Count DNA 9b Pemberton House, Stafford Court, Stafford Park 1, Telford, Shropshire TF3 3BD.



01392 202404



Had an accident or suﬀered an injury in prison?



County Chambers, 75 Queen Street, Exeter, Devon EX4 3RX



Martin White Personal Injury Specialist



01952 204242



www.wbwpersonalinjury.co.uk



Emergency: 07976 851926



APPROACHABLE UNDERSTANDABLE ACCESSIBLE



What remains so powerful and so unusual about this novel is not just its honesty about the power of the sexual bond between a man and a woman, but the fact that even in the early years of the twenty-first century it remains one of the few novels in English literary history that addresses female sexual desire. It depicts a woman's experience of the exquisite pleasure of good sex, her apocalyptic disappointment in bad sex, and her fulfilment in truly making love. As if all this were not enough to mark Lady Chatterley's Lover as one of the truly great English novels, it is also a sustained and profound reflection on the state of modern society and the threat to culture and humanity of the unceasing tide of industrialisation and capitalism.



Contact the Prison Law Team ‡Simon Rollason ‡ Sarah Cooper ‡ Norman McDermott
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CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH



TWENTY QUESTIONS T O TEST YOUR GENERAL KNOWLEDGE F S C C H R I S T M A S C A R D S E N C



1. Helianthus is the Latin name of which tall flower?



? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?



2. In the 1957 film The Seventh Seal was the work of which Swedish director? 3. The fashion designer Ralph Lauren was born in which country? 4. The French word papillon denotes which winged insect?



5. In July 2002, Steve Fossett became the first person to fly solo around the world in which mode of transport? 6. In 1988, which British reggae band had their only UK number one hit with the single 'Don't Turn Around'? 7. Which country manufactured the Stuka divebomber in the Second World War? 8. Kaiser Wilhelm 11 was the last emperor of which European country?



9. In pop music, what is the shared surname of siblings Rebbie, Jackie, Tito, Janet and Jermaine? 10. With which Asian country is the dish tempura most closely associated? 11. Bedford Falls was the setting for which 1946 film classic?



12. What does the word secco on a bottle of Italian wine mean?



13. Which Shakespearean character was the Prince of Denmark?



E E U H W C D N S S F K E K A C O E H H



14. In which country are the ruins of the ancient city of Troy?



X V O R R H B O A T A N C R I T M R I R



C C E I P I X W N E M I H C E E I T C I



I O K S H R S H T E I R R L S S S S R S



T L H T A R I T A W L D T I T C Y A A T



E D G M R M E S M S Y S W M O G O M E M



M W Y A H A T N E A I C A H C O T T Y A



E E A S C S D S N M S S H N K S C S W S



N A D P F H C I I I P C I R I E T I E H



T T S A P O S C T R D M A R N M M R N O



H H A R E P H N E I H S H R G A I H T L



G E M T A P C S O P O C A R O G N C S I



N R T I N I E H U W R N E M C L C H T D



I P S E U N H D C E M E A C T H E R F A



G O I S T G D F H Y D A C L R S P S I Y



D T R S S I K T T N R C N R C H I S G S



E O H C N C A D I T U R K E Y C E R F H



L F C G H F J E T Y U L E L O G S C H C



S N O I T A R O C E D S A M T S I R H C



FIND THE HIDDEN WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH CHRISTMAS CAKE - CHRISTMAS CARDS - CHRISTMAS CAROLS - CHRISTMAS DAY - CHRISTMAS DINNER CHRISTMAS EVE - CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS - CHRISTMAS PRESENTS - CHRISTMAS TREE COLD WEATHER - DRINK - EXCITEMENT - FAMILY - FATHER CHRISTMAS - GAMES - GIFTS MERRY - MINCE PIES - MISTLETOE - NEW YEAR - PEANUTS - PUDDING - REINDEER SANTA - SNOW - SNOWMAN - STOCKING - SURPRISE - SWEETS - TOYS TRADITIONAL - TURKEY - WISE MEN - YULE LOG



15. During the First World War, 'Chloride of Lime' was used to purify what? 16. In music notation, how many quavers are there in a crotchet?



17. Which 1957 Oscar-nominated film starring Henry Fonda focused on a jury's deliberations in a capital murder case?



The mythical animal hidden in our December wordsearch was Unicorn CHECK FORWARD, BACKWARD AND DIAGONALLY, THEY ARE ALL THERE! £5 is on its way to John Stubbs - HMP Bedford for compiling this wordsearch for us - THAT’S TWO IN A ROW! IF YOU FANCY COMPILING ONE FOR US PLEASE JUST SEND IT IN MAX 20 X 20 GRID & COMPLETE WITH ANSWERS SHOWN ON GRID IF WE USE IT WE WILL SEND YOU £5 AS A THANK YOU!



18. Which actress played Denise Royle in the hit TV sitcom The Royle Family? 19. Which King led the Royalist army at the Battle of Edgehill in 1642? 20. Which ventriloquist had a dummy called Lord Charles?



ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE



Classic Quotes “Well, we can't stand around here doing nothing, people will think we're workmen” “All I ask is for the chance to prove that money can't make me happy.” “Money can't buy friends, but you can get a better class of enemy.”



MW HMP DOVEGATE



MICHAEL PURDON We can look again



Solicitor Ward's Building, 31-39, High Bridge, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE1 1EW



Tel: 0191 2321006 Fax: 0191 2320445



The Criminal Cases Review Commission is the independent public body which investigates possible miscarriages of justice in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. For an information pack and application form, please phone us on 0121 633 1800 or write to Criminal Cases Review Commission, Alpha Tower, Suffolk Street Queensway, Birmingham B1 1TT. www.ccrc.gov.uk



Irrespective of where you are in your life sentence you will experience delay in your progression. We can help. We advise on sentence planning, risk assessment and career progression of life sentence prisoners. We also specialise in mandatory lifer panels, discretionary lifer panels, IPP cases, recalls, CCRC applications and judicial reviews.



“My father had a profound influence on me, he was a lunatic.” Spike Milligan
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Jailbreak



Identify the following pop groups or artists from these anagrams and picture clues:



?



1. wlaloienes 2. ylopaldc



COUN



P HIP HO JAZZ



Gema Music Quiz



TRY POP



R&B INDIE



SOUL ROCK



?



CAPTION C OMPETITION YYYES! ....Only 76 calls to get through on the visits line - result!



Music & Computer Games



A very brave Lorna Smith bungee jumps from a 160’ high platform to raise funds for PrisonchatUK.



Gema, sponsors of Jailbreak, Suppliers of



Lorna, whose partner is in prison, founded PrisonchatUK the online chatroom facility in 2005. Her team of volunteers in similar situations offer advice and vital support to others who have a loved one in prison.



Music CD’s and Computer Games, both new & pre-owned. Catalogues cost £2 (postal order payable to ‘Gema’) but this is r e f u n d e d w i t h f i r s t o r d e r.



3. ahninra



Gema PO Box 54, Reading RG1 3SD



4. irnpeelcbuo 5. piehstctr



PROBABLY PROBABLY THE UK’s UK’s LARGEST MUSIC BACK CAT CATALOGUE



?



6. raeayrhicam



?



7. tsgnigtni



CAPTION COMPETITION WINNER



LAST MONTH’S INSIDE KNOWLEDGE WINNERS



8. lemsuatnbj



10. yrkenglbaaslr



W Stevenson HMP Frankland



£25 Prize winners:



?



9. neawtenfisg



See below for details of how to enter. The first three names to be drawn with all correct answers (or nearest) will each receive a £15 Gema Record Voucher and a free catalogue. The answers to last month’s quiz are on the back page



www.prisonchatuk.com



Horace Greaves HMP Wayland



ANOTHER £25 PRIZE IS ON OFFER FOR THE BEST CAPTION TO THIS MONTH’S PICTURE. What do you think is being thought or said here?



Well done, your £25 prize is in the post.



Maurice Crossley HMP Peterhead Wendy Bury HMP Low Newton



GEMA MUSIC QUIZ WINNERSr



Bernard Madoff, the Wall Street trader allegedly responsible for a massive $50 billion (£32.3 billion) fraud. He was electronically tagged and placed under house arrest at his $7m Manhattan apartment whilst trying to find enough people to secure his bail.



£5 Consolation prizes go to :



+ UCHER £15 VO logue Matthew Sullivan ta HMP Peterborough free ca



Nicholas Matsvairo HMP Stafford



Darren Mander HMP Stafford



Dee Roberts HMP Send



Nico Lismanis HMP Edinburgh



Inside K nowledge The p rize q uiz w here w e g ive y ou t he Q uestions a nd t he A nswers ! A ll t he a nswers a re w ithin this issue o f I nside T ime - a ll y ou h ave t o d o i s f ind t hem ! ! 1. Who never send their own children to fight or carry out 'martyrdom operations'? 2. Who is quoted as saying that the term 'prisoner' should be used in preference to 'inmate'?



? ? ? ?



3. Who thought he had lost the plot once and for all?



11. If he had been born 30 years earlier, whose neck would have been swinging in the hangman's noose?



? ?



?



12. Who declared on BBC Radio 4 that the Speaker must go?



4. Whose oral hearing, by law, should have been held in January 2008?



13. Who was labelled an 'offender' for 17 years?



5. How many IPPs were in the prison system in July 2008?



14. Who once had his head kicked in for telling a racist joke?



6. How many hours did Barry George spend in prison?



15. The Criminal Cases Review Commission receives something in the region of how many applications a year?



7. From May 2001 to December 2005, how many DNA samples were retained on the National DNA Database? 8. Who took a yellow cab across the Brooklyn Bridge?



9. The Open University has existed in prisons for how many years?



10. When did the United Nations adopt the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?



Answers to Last Month’s Inside Knowledge Prize Quiz 1. Dave Devers, 2. January 2009, 3. Abu Dira, 4. Remand prisoners, 5. Compulsory lie-detector tests 6. Governor Carmichael, 7. HMP Dovegate, 8. 65,000, 9. Abuse or neglect, 10. Giving a voice to the voiceless, 11. BBC 12. Mark Oaten, 13. 'It is impossible to train men for freedom in conditions of captivity', 14. Prison doctor, 15. Dawn French.



TO ENTER ANY OF THE ABOVE PRIZE COMPETITIONS PLEASE DO NOT CUT OUT ANY OF THESE PANELS. JUST SEND YOUR ENTRY TO ONE OR ALL OF THESE COMPETITIONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. MAKE SURE YOUR NAME, NUMBER AND PRISON IS ON ALL SHEETS. POST YOUR ENTRY TO: INSIDE TIME P O BOX 251 HEDGE END HAMPSHIRE SO30 4XJ.



£



£



£



CLOSING DATE FOR . ALL IS 27/01/2009



YOU CAN USE ONE ENVELOPE TO ENTER MORE THAN ONE COMPETITION JUST MARK IT ‘JAILBREAK’. A 1st OR 2nd CLASS STAMP IS REQUIRED ON YOUR ENVELOPE.



EP D



CRIMINAL DEFENCE & PRISON LAW SPECIALISTS



ERICA PEAT & DIABLE N AT I O N W I D E A D V I C E & R E P R E S E N TAT I O N O N SOLICITORS A L L A S P E C T S O F P R I S O N L AW I N C L U D I N G : For a fast, experienced and professional service ‡ Adjudications ‡ Judicial Review ‡ Categorisation ‡ Parole Review ‡ Licence Recalls ‡ Tarrif/Minimum Term Reviews please contact: ‡ Criminal Appeals & CCRC Cases ‡ HDC Applications



Simon Diable 020 8533 7999 SERIOUS CRIME SPECIALISTS WITH A TRACK 24hr Emergency RECORD OF SUCCESS IN CASES INCLUDING: 07968 358 509 write to:Erica Peat & Diable Solicitors 314 Mare Street Hackney London E8 1HA



‡ Murder/Attempted Murder ‡ Rape/Serious Sexual Assault ‡ Serious Fraud ‡ Drugs Importation & All Drugs Offences ‡ Blackmail ‡ False Imprisonment ‡ Armed Robbery



bsb



PROTECTING YOUR RIGHTS



Dedicated Prison Law department with experienced solicitors able to assist in the following areas:



• Disciplinary Hearings/Adjudications Parole Board Hearings Home Detention Curfew (HDC) Release on Licence Recall Recategorisation Prisoners Rights and Complaints Judicial Review For more details contact



Victoria Spencer



BSB Solicitors 5 -7 Euston Road London NW1 2SA



0207 837 3456



Edward Leonards Solicitors



Immediate Visit, Proactive, Representation In all aspects of prison law ‡ HDC Conditions and Breaches ‡ Re-categorisation & Cat A Review ‡ Allocation and Transfer Issues ‡ Criminal Cases & Confiscations ‡ Appeals & CCRC applications ‡ Complaints about Maltreatment ‡ Tariff Setting & Written Representations ‡ Adjudications ‡ Licence Revocation and Recalls ‡ Parole Board Hearings



Criminal Defence Service



For Immediate help & assistance, call Mr. Edward Obioha 245 Walworth Road, London SE17 1WT



020 7252 7676



Jailbreak



Insidetime January 2009 www.insidetime.org



See how quickly you can spot the twenty differences between the two versions of an unusual New Year scene taken from the New York Journal 1897



CRIMINAL & PRISON LAW EXPERTS Serving the South East



All aspects of prison law covered Please contact Catherine Bond 16 Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6XT Tel: 01622 678341 [email protected]



Experts in your interest



www.gullands.com



NOBLE SOLICITORS Specialising in Criminal Defence and all aspects of Prison Law Offering advice and assistance covering:‡ Appeals against Sentence & Conviction ‡ Adjudications ‡ Lifer panel Representation ‡ Licence Recall & Parole Reviews ‡ Request and Complaints For an immediate visit, advice and Representation call:-



Noble Solicitors 21 High Street Shefford Bedfordshire SG17 5DD 01462 817927



Twell & Co Advice and assistance in relation to all aspects of prison law. Contact Robert Twell or Shevette Adams - Rose



Twell & Co 3rd Floor, 48 Lugley Street Newport Isle of Wight PO30 5HD



01983 539 999
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Jailbreak 14



7



LIKE TV’s ‘Catchphrase’



GROPE



Just say What you see!



15



8



2



A



16



9



GNIHCAYMO



RUT



3



4



THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS



= = = = = = = =



THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS THINGS



OLD X SAKE OLD X SAKE OLD X SAKE OLD X SAKE



WRAP



19



HOT Perfume



B M U H T



BAKED F L E S R U O Y



20



13



6



1. Glance 2. 3. Glance



WRAP



12



GROUND LONDON



General Knowledge Crossword



SERMON HORSE 18



YOUR COAT



5



POND



17



10



11



N O T T U B



EIDER FARM



i t



WORKED PAID



minnow



1



I T SUDOKU



BEND DRAW DRAW



B M U H T



i



i



BAG BAG



F L E S R U O Y



F L E S R U O Y



F L E S R U O Y



SUDOKU AND CROSSWORD ANSWERS SHOWN BELOW



A N S W E R S O N T H E E D G E O F T H I S PA G E > > > > > > > >



Catchphrase answers...Catchphrase answers...Catchphrase answers... Catchphrase answers...1. Overworked and Underpaid 2. In A Rut 3. All Things Being Equal 4. Button Up Your Coat 5. London Underground 6. Thumbs Up 7. Grope in the Dark 8. Lay it on the Line 9. Oh, My Aching Back 10. For Old Times Sake 11. Under Wraps 12. Hot on the Scent 13. Bags Under the Eyes 14. Bend Over Backwards 15. Down on the Farm 16. Small Fish in a Big Pond 17. Sermon on the Mount 18. Without a Second Glance 19. Half baked 20. Stick Up For Yourself
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> NEXT ISSUE Week commencing 2nd February 2009



Don’tt Rot On Re Don ecall! ecall! Specialists in Serious Crime with a track record of success in: Murder - Attempted Murder- Robbery - Armed Robbery Commercial Burglary - Blackmail Drug Importation & all Drugs Offences All serious offences Offices in London and Manchester, clients accepted in all prisons throughout England and Wales. Our Prison Law department welcomes clients for: Ajudications, Parole / Recall and Lifer Issues. ‘ We d o t h e w o r k t o g e t t h e r e s uy l ts ’ y ɭ We speak: Po-Polsku, ýesky, Slovensky, ɉo-Ɋɭɫɫɤɢ, Guajarati, Urdu, Hindi, Español, Français



87 Chorley Road Swinton Manchester M27 4AA 0161 794 0088



Serving England & Wales over four decades



STOKOE PARTNERSHIP STOKOE PARTNERSHIP UNDER ARREST? SOLICITORS



Jailbreak A nswers



SUDOKU



Elgin House 106 St Mary Street CARD DIFF CF10 1DX



S O L I C I T O R S



General Knowledge Crossword



The specialist in Criminal and Prison Law



The Specialist in Criminal Law  Serious Crime  Adjudications  Appeals/CRCC Parole/Disciplinary • SERIOUS CRIME • TERRORISM  Prisoner Rights  Tariff • DRUG TRAFFICKING • SERIOUS FRAUD  Licence/Recall  All other matters • CASH SEIZURES • Prison MONEYrelated LAUNDERING The Stokoe Partnership is a franchised



Our business is to provide expert, rapid



advice, assistance representation firm of independent solictorsfor with including All languages catered Greek,andFrench, in all aspects of criminal investigation. branches in Manchester and London in criminal law. Spanish,specialising Urdu,only Panjabi, Bengali, Hindi and Chinese.



0161 237 5755



0161 237 5755 AVAILABLE – 24 HOURS



ANSWERS TO TO THIS MONTH’S GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ



MANCHESTER OFFICE: MANCHESTER OFFICE LONDON OFFICE: The 4040 City Road, Deansgate, Manchester,M15 M154QF 4QF TheBoatmans, Boatmans, City Road East, Manchester MANCHESTER OFFICE: The Boatmans, 40 City Road, Deansgate, Manchester, M15 4QF



ANSWERS TO TO LAST MONTH’S GEMA PRIZE MUSIC QUIZ



646-648 High Road Leytonstone, London, E11 3AA



LONDON OFFICE LONDON OFFICE:



You’re Not Alone



646-648 High RoadLeytonstone, Leytonstone, London, E11E11 3AA 3AA 646-648 High Road London, This Firm is aThis Member THE SPECIALIST FRAUD PANEL Firm is aofMember of THE SPECIALIST FRAUD PANEL Regulated by the Solicitors Regulatory Regulated by the Solicitors Regulatory Authority Authority



1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



Leona Lewis Kings of Leon Take That Beyonce Girls Aloud



6. 7. 8. 9. 10.



Kaiser Chiefs Metalica Paul Weller Stereophonics Simply Red



1.Sunflower. 2. Ingmar Bergman 3. USA 4. Butterfly 5. Balloon 6. Aswad 7. Germany 8. Germany 9. Jackson 10. Japan



11. It's a Wonderful Life 12. Dry 13. Hamlet 14. Turkey 15. Water 16. Two 17. Twelve Angry Men 18. Caroline Aheme 19. Charles 1 20.Ray Alan
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