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Job Title



Director, Podoconiosis Initiative



Company



TOMS Shoes



Location



Los Angeles, California



Description



The Director, Podoconiosis Initiative brings subject-matter expertise to the work TOMS is doing to cause podoconiosis to be effectively eliminated as a health issue within our lifetimes. The Director’s work will inform, organize and coordinate efforts to accelerate medically- and scientifically-sound, scalable and resource-efficient approaches to reducing the prevalence and impact of the disease. The Director will collaborate across internal (e.g., Giving Team, Communications Team, and Production Team) as well as external stakeholders to build a coalition of support for a multi-year plan and advance progress in the fight against the disease. Reporting the Chief Giving Officer, the Director, Podoconiosis Initiative is responsible for: -



-



-



-



Optimizing TOMS’ role as a catalyst in causing podoconiosis to be eliminated worldwide in our lifetime Developing and supporting implementation of a strategic plan that pairs the groundbreaking podoconiosis treatment, prevention and patient rehabilitation work in Ethiopia with a global partnership initiative that captures and harnesses the resources, reach and credibility of major and minor players in the global health arena Bringing together the diverse players in the NTD/podo arena into a community of shared purpose and vision Support fund-raising strategies and implementation plans Together with key stakeholders, developing a plan to design and execute a research program, common data collection framework, and body of research to further the understanding of podoconiosis—and the role shoes play in preventing podoconiosis (and other soil-borne diseases) Working closely with TOMS’ Giving and Communications Teams, provide direction to communications strategies focused on creating greater awareness, funding and support for accelerating the fight against podoconiosis Managing and directing the work of TOMS Podo Initiative Manager



Responsibilities



Relationship Development and Management Prioritize and engage organizations and key individuals in the research, education, treatment, funding, government/NGO and policy-making arenas and manage these relationships. Vet, develop relationships with, and inspire collaboration among organizations and players active in podoconiosis worldwide -



Be catalyst to develop a core group of stakeholders, influencers, opinion-leaders. Determine goals and objectives for each and carry out stakeholder management plan



-



Build and maintain relationships at the highest levels with a growing portfolio of profiled organizations and individuals in the five disciplines above (public and private sector, academia), cultivating generative relationships with each that drive investment of resources and programs by third parties



-



Work with research and impact stakeholders to create a greater shared good in choosing to contribute to a repository of aggregated data and a collective understanding of findings and progress in the field, rather than keeping findings to themselves for their own purposes



-



Help TOMS navigate the inherent complexities of a wide range of passionate, committed stakeholders while remaining in the background (rather than in the forefront) as a solution catalyst and enabler



Strategic Program Design and Communications EXTERNALLY: -



Define strategic goals and develop/implement a long-term ‘campaign’



-



Collaboratively develop and/or refine various approaches to treatment and prevention of podoconiosis by players active in this field. Develop multi-year plans, establish milestones and ensure implementation



-



Collaborate closely with core advisor group to test approaches and adjust strategies



-



Determine quantitative impact of podo work – coordinate closely with TOMS Director of Impact Assessment to capture and message progress in the fight to understand, treat and prevent podoconiosis



-



Work with Footwork: the International Podoconiosis Initiative and other medical, scientific and research entities to cause WHO to publish accepted guidelines for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of podoconiosis



INTERNALLY: -



Ensure TOMS Giving and internal teams are kept abreast of the work TOMS is doing on its podoconiosis initiative



-



Work closely with TOMS communications team to help integrate podo as a proof-point that illustrates TOMS’ role in contributing to effective improvement in health, education and job opportunities for the poor



-



Collect input from the podo community on specific, fundable needs that can help accelerate progress, and develop strategies to package and promote a highlighted set of podo research and interventions that can be funded by individuals and organizations, capitalizing on studies, data and storytelling about the impact of podo—and treatment—on lives



-



As needed and appropriate, gather and provide expert input on TOMS shoe design for use in podo-endemic countries



Implementation and Team 



Lead TOMS’ podo initiative implementation activities in Ethiopia and other endemic countries. Manage and support local NGO relationships, including resources. Coordinate closely with TOMS Regional Account team Africa







Lead small team (Podo Initiative manager) of direct reports and lead through indirect influence the broader set of podo stakeholders in a restless and urgent drive to end podoconiosis in our lifetime



Grantmaking



Requirements



-



Seek out and identify high-potential investors from public and private sector, and attract additional funding from 3rd party sources



-



Recommend distribution of TOMS’ Working Together Fund grants to organizations and projects which will help catalyze substantial progress in the fight against podoconiosis



-



Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the grants and grantee organizations



-



Provide quarterly summaries of the impact and effectiveness of TOMS’ philanthropic investments in fighting podoconiosis



- 10+ years’ experience in international development. Expertise or strong interest in global health – particularly NTDs – preferred - Experience in fomenting, leading and creating substantial impact from public-private partnerships – direct commercial experience preferred - Proven direct and indirect people and project management skills - Experience building and improving operational systems - Excellent writing and communications skills; well-spoken and able to represent both TOMS and podoconiosis publicly, domestically and on a global stage



- Proven ability to develop and manage budgets and demonstrate outcomes from investments - Ambitious and passionate; desirous of growing the community of people working together to stop podoconiosis - Extensive experience traveling and ideally, living in, developing countries - Able and willing to travel (4-6 international trips per year) Compensation



Commensurate with experience



How to Apply -



Email résumé and cover letter to [email protected]. Ensure the subject states “Director, Podo Initiative”. Candidates under consideration will be scheduled for a phone interview with successful candidates invited to interview in person. We regret we are not in a position to respond to phone inquiries.



TOMS Shoes is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE)
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