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JOHN BECKSTEAD John Beckstead (probably Johan Beckstedt in German), was born in 1738 in Saxony, Germany. As a young man he was among those German Nationals that migrated to England. There he joined the armed forces, and served in Canada during the Seven Years War, which ended in 1763 with France losing Canada to England. At the close of the war disbanded soldiers, who wished to settle in America, were landed in ports of entry of Pennsylvannia or New York. It is believed that John was among them and settled first in Pennsylvania moving later to the colony of New York, where he became a blacksmith in the Albany district. In 1767 John attended a muster of Militia in Albany, listed as a Sargent. The first U.S. census of 1790 finds a John Becksted living in Rensselaerville, Albany Co. New York, with 3 sons over 16 years old, 2 sons under 16, and 1 female (his wife). Their daughters appear to be older and already married and moved from home. He married Helena Elizabeth McDonald. No records have been found of her or their marriage. Her name is listed in church records of christenings for her children and grandchildren, as Lena and Helena. Family records are found in Christ's Evangelical Luthern Church, and Dutch Reformed Churches located in the Albany, New York area. Most of the names are spelled in the German spelling, such as Johannes, and Morits, also Begstedt, and Bedsteed. It is not known what part John Beckstead took in the Revolutionary War, but he possibly tried to stay neutral, or favored the British cause, because in 1797 his eldest son Alexander was given a 200 acre land grant in Canada, and in later years several grandsons received land grants in Williamsburg and Matilda, Canada. These land grants show John and his family were regarded as Loyalists. John lost his life in 1808 in an accident with horses. He died at the age of 70, in New York, never going to Canada, although some of his children and their families had moved to Williamsburg, Canada a few years previously.



CHILDREN: Elizabeth - Married Peter Zimmer who died in 1797, before their son John Volkman was born. He was adopted by Elizabeth's brother, John L.Beckstead. This family stayed in New York. Nellie (Helena) - Married Charles Schmacher, remained in New York. Dorothea (Dollie) -Married Johan Nicholas Matthews, remained in N.Y. Catharine - Became a member of the Dutch reformed Church, name written as Catharine Begstedt. In 1795 she married the local pastor, Rev. John Ludwig Broeffle, and moved to Williamsburg, Canada, where he took charge of a large district of the Dutch Reformed people. John L. - Married Marie Shaeffer. At the christening of his son, his name was spelled Johannes Beckstedt. He remained in New York, However his sons Joseph and Jacob moved to Williamsburg in 1829. Jacob - His birth is recorded in Berne, Albany New York. He married Margaret Hennis. Maurice - Christened Morits. Moved to Williamsburg in 1800's and acquired land bordering on the St. Lawerence River. His property later became the town of Morrisburg.
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