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EAST Goes West – Western Expansion Pioneer Day 3rd Grade Vestavia Hills Elementary East What would it be like to have been born in the United States between the years 1803 – 1890? Our class is going to travel back in time when our country was expanding westward. Your task will be to invent your own fictional character that has decided to make the journey westward. You will bring your character to life using facts from your own research. Part of your project will be to decide which trail you will be traveling: The Oregon Trail, the Natchez Trace, the Santa Fe Trail, or the California Trail. Everything you do on this project will be from the viewpoint of the fictional character you have chosen. You will write about your life as that character. You will create a journal documenting your life during the western expansion. You will present (in costume) yourself and your journal to our class the week of Pioneer Day. Below is a suggested list of characters that you can choose as your fictional character, or you can create your own. fur trader wagon captain woman / mother farmer merchant doctor



shop keeper minister man / father miner cowboy missionary



Pony Express rider/trailblazer pioneer child frontiersman (woodsman/trapper) wheelwright school master/teacher railroad worker



You may use books, web sites, or any type of resources to gather information about Western Expansion and your character. During your research, keep these questions in mind. Why are you going westward? Which trail will you choose to travel? What are some of your experiences on the trail? What is your life like after you arrive? Once your information is gathered you will start your journal. You may type the project on the computer, or write it neatly by hand.



This assignment has 2 parts, the project and the presentation. The Project: You are going to write from the viewpoint of your character. You must include the following in your project: cover page, background information, reasons for heading westward, life on the trail, and a reflection of the journey. The Cover Page: Your cover will have a picture of you as your character. You may draw a picture or use a photograph. You will include your name, your character's name, and your occupation. Decorate your cover. Be creative, be colorful, and be neat. Page 1 – Background Information: Introduce your character and give some of your family history and background. You are going to want to bring your character to life, so include as much information as you can. Be creative! You will gather information about your character from your research. Make sure you include all of the following information: -



your name your family your occupation your age



Page 2 – Reasons for heading westward: In a paragraph, you should answer the following questions: -



Why did you decide to head westward?



-



Where are you going? (Which trail did you choose?)



-



What are you doing to get ready to travel westward? (explain what you take, what you leave behind, etc.)



Page 3 – Life on the Trail: Pretend you are writing an entry in a diary or journal. In a few paragraphs, you should answer the following questions: -



What was a day like on the trail? (food, adventures, weather, hardships, daily activities, etc.)



-



Where are you on the trail?



-



How long have you been traveling?



Page 4 – Reflection of the journey: Pretend you are writing a letter to family or friends who haven’t moved westward. This can be written any time after you have settled (a month, a year, etc.) In one or more paragraphs, you should answer the following questions in your letter.



-



How has life changed now that you have settled west?



-



Are you glad you made the journey? Why or why not?



-



Were the reasons for traveling west worth the hardships of the journey?



The Presentation: On the day that you present your project to the class, you will dress as your character. The costume you wear should match the character you have chosen.



ALL PROJECTS ARE DUE ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd. You will present to your class either on Wednesday, February 22nd or Thursday, February 23rd.



Pioneer Day is Friday, February 24th. Costumes will be worn all day.
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