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MINUTES CITY OF OJAI ARTS COMMISSION JULY 16, 2015 Chair Michael Addison called the regular meeting of the Arts Commission to order on Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Ojai City Hall, 401 S. Ventura St., Ojai, California. 1. ROLL CALL On the call of the roll the following Commission Members reported present: Michael Addison, Roger Conrad, Christine Golden, Linda Harmon, Mark Lewis and Heather Stobo. Absent: Bobbi Balderman. Also present: Staff Liaison Steve McClary and City Council Liaison Mayor Severo Lara 2.



PUBLIC COMMENT — None.



3.



PRESENTATIONS — None.



4.



DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS



A.



Public Art Committee Update on Libbey Park Playground



Commissioner Golden gave a brief overview. Public Works Director/City Engineer Greg Grant presented a schematic of the Libbey Park playground equipment project. Commissioner Golden asked about the shade structure in connection with the wall and would the artist need to incorporate this. Mr. Grant said the Design Review Committee wanted lots of shade and this is just one of many concepts. Mr. Grant said material to be used will be recycled lumber, the tot swing comes with its own shade fabric in muted colors. Commissioner Golden gave a site project description and explained the Play by Design process. She said the design features a toddler area, separated from the older children by a undulating wall. The undulating wall butts up against two tall pillars spanned by a bridge. There is also a L shaped wall adjacent to the project. The idea is to ask a lead artist to use these three components to create the art component for this project. She went over the qualifications for the artist(s). The artist must be local, have experience in tile work, public art installation, and other requirements for an out door wall. The lead artist must also be able to lead a team and community workers.
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She said three artists have been invited to submit proposals. A workshop is going to be held on Monday to answer questions for the artists. She said the committee would like to have a table at Ojai Day for people to learn about the art component and sign up to help. She said the time frame is quick. The Request for Proposals are due August 13. The Art Commission will review on August 20. The project begins September 7. The foundation walls will be in place by October 5. Mr. Grant said the owner of the Craftsman Village development would like to submit funds to the public art fund in-lieu of public art on site. If these funds are received they could be used towards the public art for this project. Commissioner Golden said the public arts budget is approximately $17,000. The public arts committee would like to recommend the total amount of funds coming from Craftsman Village go towards the Libbey playground public art component. She said added to this will $6,000 from the city. She said the amount of work the committee is asking the artist to do is unrealistic. She would like the budget amount to be $27,850 plus the $6,000 from the city. Chair Addison asked if the letter from the Craftsman Village developer was binding. Staff said he could not give a legal opinion on this. He did say that the public art component for Craftsman Village has to be satisfied before building permit can be issued. Chair Addison said the amount of funds in the budget is approximately $17,000 with $6,000 from the city. He said the RFP should be written stating the potential budget available is $23,000. Commissioner Golden said the money for the foundations is coming from the city. The other funds will be used for the artist to be used for design, training and leading the team. MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Conrad, seconded by Commissioner Lewis to allocate the public art funds ($17,000) plus $6,000 from the city, including this amount in the RFP, with additional wording stating there may be additional funding available, for a lead artist to use in designing and installation of an art component for the Libbey playground project. On roll call the motion passed unanimously. MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Conrad, seconded by Commissioner Lewis to amend the motion, to add a codicil if additional funds are deposited into the Public Art funds, the total amount budgeted for the project be a maximum of $43,850. On roll call the motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Grant said the Public Arts Program criteria for artwork selection states that previously commissioner artists shall not be eligible until three years after a completed project has been completed. He said this will limit the artists to choose from significantly and suggested the Commission recommend the City Council waive this criteria. MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Conrad, seconded by Vice Chair Harmon to propose to the City Council the three year requirement be waived. On roll call the motion passed unanimously. ii.



Update on Projects Subject to Public Arts Requirements



Vice Chair Harmon asked if Pearl Street project had broken ground. Mr. Grant said they have not pulled their building permits yet. Receive report on other committee activities — No additional report. iv.



Report on Maintenance of Public Art



Deputy City Manager Steve McClary said public art has been identified that needs maintenance and the committee and staff will be pursuing the path needed to get the pieces maintained.



B.



Topa Topa Winery Public Art Application Receive recommendation from the Committee to approve Public Art (CAPA) to approve the public art application of the Topa Topa Winery.



Commissioner Golden said CAPA met and recommends the Art Commission approve their recommendation. Consider CAPA Recommendation for Final approval of the public art plan by the Arts Commission. MOTION: It was moved by Vice Chair Harmon, seconded by Commissioner Conrad to approve CAPA's recommendation for Topa Topa Winery public art plan. On roll call the motion passed unanimously. C.



Arts Commission Budget



i.



Receive report on FY 14-15 expenditures to date. Update on Budget Request for FY 2015/2016.
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Deputy City Manager Steve McClary gave an update on the budget. Chair Addison stated the City Council approved the FY 2015/2016 at an amount of $36,450. He asked each of the Committee Chairs to hold a meeting before September to review their budget and upcoming projects. He would like reports given at the September Arts Commission meeting. Vice Chair Harmon asked about holding a meeting between the Arts Acquisition Committee and Public Relations Committee. Deputy City Manager Steve McClary said a meeting between the two committee's can be held, as long as a notice is posted. D.



City Gallery Committee — No report.



E.



Art Grants Committee — No report.



F.



Public Relations Committee



Commissioner Conrad said he sent out a request to have the guidelines and press release put on the website. He wanted to clarify when this would be done. Commissioner Lewis said he is working on this and asked the deadline. Commissioner Conrad said as soon as possible. Commissioner Stobo said she would upload the guidelines and Commissioner Lewis said he will work on the press release. Commissioner Lewis said the committee is working on getting other press releases out.



G.



Art Acquisitions Committee



Vice Chair Harmon said the committee is working on completing the art acquisition list. The art pieces acquired from Susan Stinsmuhlen-Amend were presented. H.



Awards Committee - No report.



I.



ARTSOjai Education Committee — No report.



J.



Artist Mentor Program Committee
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Chair Addison said the program is moving forward. He asked when the exhibition should be. Vice Chair Harmon suggested November. The Commission agreed. 5.



STAFF LIAISON REPORT



Deputy City Manager Steve McClary passed around a post card announcing the "Focus on the Masters" and staff is working on posting information to the website for the art grant program. 6.



COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



Vice Chair Harmon asked to post information about the art grants on Facebook. Commissioner Conrad thanked everyone working with the committee on the Libbey playground project. Commissioner Golden said Barbara Hirsch, Mimi Moore, and Susan StinsmuhlenAmend are available for the September meeting to discuss the public art ordinance. Commissioner Lewis congratulated Commissioner Stobo (Porch Studio) for being mentioned in the New York Times. 7.



CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT



Mayor Lara said the City Council is working on its list of priorities. He said there are many things in the pipeline for the city. He said this is exciting time for Ojai. 8. ADJOURNMENT The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. Respectfully submitted:



Reviewed and approved by:



\ZkNitr-)A.QL._ Rhonda K. Basore, City Clerk



Steve McClary, Deputy Cit



anager
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