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ASENTLIFE



WILDFIRE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL



JULY 2014



Serving as an urban missionary in a 2 square mile area of metro Detroit where the majority of residents are Muslim immigrants.



But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. – Luke 8:15 In a discussion group, a friend and mentor recently asked "How does a person BECOME 4th Soil? (30-60-100)” referring to the “Parable of the Sower” in Luke 8 and Matthew 13, which speaks of a farmer who sows seed on four different kinds of soil. Only the fourth soil produces a good harvest, but it multiplies the seed that was sown into 30, 60, and 100 times what was planted. Jesus defines the seed as the Word of God (Luke 8:11). As followers of Jesus we are called and empowered to multiply the Living Word that God has planted in us. This includes making and multiplying disciples, and every gift and calling in the body of Christ. Many who confess Christ find their fruitfulness and God’s Word stolen from their lives. These are first soil people (Luke 8:12). We must be aware that we are in a war, with a real enemy who seeks to destroy us. Others have shallow roots and do not endure trial or persecution, as the second soil (Luke 8:13). Many in our entertainment-addicted culture become unfruitful because of the concerns and pleasures of this present world. They are choked and unfruitful as the third soil (Luke 8:14). The fourth soil clings to the Word and endures, producing a harvest. I responded to my friend from Luke 8:15 and Matthew 13:23 in a few translations, “4th soil: noble and good heart, honest, hear God's word and understand it, hold on to it, cling to it, retain it, persevere, endure, are patient. Luke 8:15 and Matthew 13:23 sound a lot like John 15:1-15 to me. Abiding in Christ, in His Love and in His Word, changes us into good soil.” Abiding in Christ is our foremost responsibility. We are to find our rest and our



roots deeply in Christ, His love, and His Word. We are to remain in Him, endure in Him, persevere in Him. We are to cling to His Word by reading and listening; we are to cling to Him in prayer. He promises, ““I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5. This is the secret of fruitfulness. This is how we can change and become fourth soil. This is how we can persevere in what the Lord has done in our lives. As a full-time missionary, I know that my first and most vital responsibility is to abide deeply in Christ, to use my time and my effort to go deeper and deeper into a relationship with Jesus that fills my life with His life and overflows into the lives of others. This month I was sharing with my Muslim friend W____, after sharing the story of Zaccheus with him from Luke 19, he asked me to pray for his kidney stones. He had been miraculously healed of a rotator cuff issue months ago. After praying for him the second time, he said the pain was gone. After he emphatically told me what happened. I warned him from Matthew 11:20-24, telling him that those who are healed but refuse to repent and believe in Jesus will face stricter judgment. I told him that he needed to think deeply about what God was doing in his life. The next time I saw him, he told me that every time he tries to read the Bible I gave him, “Satan makes me fall asleep.” I was glad that he was acknowledging the war over his soul, and told him the story of the four soils, emphasizing how Satan steals the word from the first soil. After finishing the story I asked him a question I’ve learned to ask frequently of both unbelievers and believers, a question I ask about myself and I ask about those I work with: “What soil are you?”
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This month I have been out on the streets sharing the Gospel almost every day, often with mission teams from different churches. We’ve seen God do a number of amazing things, including healings, and decisions for Christ. One man we talked to was weeping heavily for some time, crying for Jesus to change his life and give him freedom. We prayed with him and hugged him as he asked Jesus to rule His life. One of my weekly home groups is a study with a wonderful Hindu family who are learning English by going through a set of Bible studies that travel from Creation to Christ, showing how Jesus is the eternal King. We have been meeting for about six months and they believe in Christ’s deity and in forgiveness in His name. Please pray that they would make a commitment to Christ beyond all other gods. This month I was able to reconnect with a friend who had previously been addicted to heroin. We had done a number of Bible studies together and I had been praying for his deliverance, but had not seen him since the winter. He came to church this week, completely clean from drugs and working at his family’s restaurant. Please pray that T___ would take this opportunity of freedom to fill his life with Christ (Luke 11:24-26). God also reconnected me with a Muslim friend who I had not seen since the winter. H_____ once prayed to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, but is not genuinely following Christ. I am continuing to challenge him with the truth of the gospel and the commands of Christ. Like many



I am available to speak at churches and fellowships. If your church is outside of the state of Michigan, provision for travel and lodging would be appreciated.



immigrants, H_____ is consumed with concerns about money and establishing a good life here in the United States, rather than on spiritual reality. His willingness to learn more about Jesus is encouraging, but I am confronting him on a regular basis. Please pray that his spiritual eyes would be opened. 



Ramadan runs through this month, and my Muslim friends and neighbors will be fasting and praying. Please join me in praying that God would speak to them through Jesus, that He would perform powerful miracles in their lives, and meet them in dreams and visions.







Please pray that God would continue to give me opportunities to train laborers for the harvest and that he would give me an army of laborers for the harvest (Luke 10:2).







I have been able to preach a number of times in the last month and new videos are available on my YouTube channel.







Please remember that my address has changed and that you can now receive a tax-deduction for your donations. Giving and contact information is below.







Thank you for your prayers and support. God is doing amazing things in Hamtramck and the best is yet to come! Please feel free to contact me at my email below, especially if you are interested in online training in disciple-making or future ministry.



Donations to Jonathan Ammon are tax deductible. I serve full time as a home missionary and Ministry Associate with Wildfire Ministries International. God provides for me through the gifts of family and friends like you. Make checks payable to Wildfire Ministries International P.O. Box 700185 Plymouth, MI 48170. If you would like to designate the funds to me specifically, write “Hamtramck” in the memo line.
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