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Commack United Methodist Church 486 Townline Road Commack, NY 11725-7310 (631) 499-7310 Web Site: http://www.commack-umc.org Pastor’s E-Mail: [email protected] Email: [email protected] Rev. Richard C. Mills, Pastor (631) 499-4770 June 2005



Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



part of the whole thing and we all felt as if what we said counted. Our projects were always finished ahead of schedule. When the project went well, which it did most of the time he would tell upper management that the reason was that he had a good team. I remember the time that it didn’t go so well and he took the blame. I’ll tell you something; I’d follow that man anyplace. Dear Brother or Sister in Christ,



In any kind of a job everyone is needed and all are equal. My mother said to me, “A person who blows his own horn makes a lot of noise.” To have harmony you need the second violins and they are really just as important. The job is not to show how good one is, but to have the team complete the job.



Leonard Bernstein was once asked, “What is the hardest instrument to play?” He responded very quickly, “Second fiddle. I can always get plenty of first violinist, but to find someone who plays second violin with as much enthusiasm or second French horn or second flute, now that’s a problem. Yet if no one plays second, we have no harmony.”



See You in Church, Rev. Dick



We live in a world where everyone strives to be number one and nothing else counts for anything and in that attitude lays a problem.



Married over 50 years in Commack When my Mother and Father came to Commack I was 3 years old and Commack was all potato farms and no homes at all. Homes then were about 15 to 18 thousand dollars to buy and there were no cable T.V., cell phones and V.C.R’s in the homes. Today homes in Commack are over 300 thousand dollars and more.



Years ago I had a manager who worked a bit differently. When a new project came along he called us all together and discussed the project. He asked for our input and scheduling ideas. We became 1



good.” Come join us 1st. Wednesday of every month at 10:30am. Coffee and cake served.



How can you put in words how two people can be married over 50 years today? Wilbert and Eileen Waidelich are two of them. This July 9th. on Saturday they will be married 50 years. They have three children; they are Steven, Elizabeth, and Barbara who’s married to Tom. They also have a Grandson named Shawn. My Mother and Father have lived in Commack for 46 years in the same house. The Waidelich families have been members of the Commack United Methodist Church for over 35 years. Time has gone by so fast for them it’s hard to imagine two people married for 50 years on Long Island today. To end this letter I remember Commack when I was a kid growing up and I see Commack today growing big and hard to live in.



Betty Carson P.S. To the April U.M.W. meeting, new members were presented to the group with a membership ritual and candles of love were lit and the membership record book was signed. New members: Karen Mallgraf and Joan Nehlsen



Congratulations Congratulations to our college and high school graduates; we rejoice with them and their families on this important milestone in their lives! Jennifer Flood received her degree from New York University May 12th. with majors in Business, Finance, and English.



Your loving Son, Steven



Lydia Circle Women Wednesday morning meeting for the ladies has now met for three months. Attendance: Nine to eleven ladies. First meeting: We discussed the future and also a name for the group. There was a vote and Lydia Circle was chosen. Second meeting: Mary Kopf gave a program on the colors of the Church. It was an excellent program and we used it for the confirmation class. Third meeting: Janice Woods (Church Historian) spoke to us about “ The good old days of the United Methodist Women and Woman’s society of Christian service”, they were “ the good old days”! We had quite a few laughs about their meetings. Mike our temporary secretary joined (for a cup of coffee) and was impressed with the circle. Next month we will have a dramatic reading by Ginny Eichenauer on Lydia our namesake, if you haven’t seen Ginny do any of her readings “ she is



Rhiannon Flynn from Commack High School will attend St. Josephs College, majoring in business.
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Matthew Gamby, also from Commack High School, will attend Suffolk Community College, planning for a future in music.



Leandra Jarvis will graduate from Northport High School with an International Baccalaureate diploma; she will be a student at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.



Heather Baile will graduate from Deer Park High School and will attend SUNY Binghamton, majoring in biology



Jacqueline Mallgraf will graduate from Kings Park High School with honors, where she was student of the month in technology. She will attend SUNY Farmingdale, planning for a future in Architecture.
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if we have to improvise). Thank you to all who made this a great and wonderful weekend. The Nurturing Committee



A MISSION MOMENT We have just graduated the fourth Kenya Methodist University class of 126 students receiving degrees in theology, education and counseling, agriculture, biology, mathematics and computer science and business administration. In their speeches, both the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor recognized the support the university receives from The United Methodist Church through GBGM. They affirmed the presence of missionaries on the teaching and the scholarships, which enable needy students to prepare to participate in the development of Kenya and the continent of Africa. Lahi & Yema Luhahi-Kenya, Missionaries



Stefanie Matera will graduate from Brentwood High School where she was a State finalist in DECA.



Family Retreat: Under The Big Top April 29 - May 1 We had a wonderful time at Quinipet on Shelter Island; there were 21 of us who attended. We worshiped, sang, played and even had a clown (Flosse) visit us. Deb and Mike Hervey led us in worship on Sunday morning with a threering circus. The circus included a ring master (Deb) followed by horseback riders (Sarah and Maggie), tightrope walker (Robyn), acrobat (Tiffany), lion tamers (Thomas and Chris) and last but not least an elephant rider (Kimberly). Cyndi and Nancy helped the children make balloon animals on Saturday afternoon for Flosse and they had a ball with her visit. There were games of Password and Scrabble in the afternoon with Tracy, Tom, Penny, Mel, John, Kathy, Janice, Ginny, Cyndi, Pastor, Deb, Lois, and Mike. Janice led us in a 15-minute worship Saturday night using the book, The Clown of God, by Fomie de Paloa, Pastor Dick led us in a study on Saturday and celebrated Communion on Friday night. Cyndi and Ginny led games. We had great food like spaghetti with Mel’s great sauce, pancakes with sausage, eggs and bacon, hamburgers and hot dogs cooked on the grill under an umbrella in the rain (we like tradition even



Prayer focus: Let us remember Kenya University and Africa University, which we support, as well as all our graduating students in our daily prayers. God bless and good luck to all in their future endeavors. ********************************** ********************************



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN Ten residents and two attendants from Pilgrim State Hospital were guests at our annual refreshment and sing-a-long program last month. The parlor looked lovely with each card table decorated with vases of lilacs and special paper goods. The fellowship, refreshments and sing-along were grand. Many thanks to Marge, Ann, Nancy and Evangeline and UMW members as well as the three men from our congregation, who also participated.
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Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.



Kudos to Cyndi Pinkham for the wonderful Mother’s Day booklet she prepared, printed and collated for us. Thank you, too, congregation, for making this mission project so successful.



********************************** ********************************



Peanut butter Gang



On Saturday, May 14, five UMW members attended the L.I.E. Spring District Meeting, “A Time Apart,” at The East Moriches UMC. Coffee, juice, fruit and pastries preceded devotions and The Reverend Tammie Rae Keeler celebrated communion. Following this, ‘A Time Apart’ was taken to recognize and celebrate the blessings we have received from the women in our lives. Pictures and mementos were displayed. Half of the offering went to the Division sponsored Women’s Advocate Ministry and the other half to undesignated giving.



A great big thank you to our peanut butter gang. Saturday, May 7th. was another successful day for our regulars, the scouts and high school helpers. We were able to make and deliver 750 sandwiches this moth. That’s 750 people fed!!!! It is not only the people who are able to spread peanut butter that we have to thank; but also those who contribute peanut butter, Jelly, bread, baggies, boxes, gloves and cash that make this ministry possible. Thanks again to out to Pepperidge Farm outlet store in Elwood, Waldbaums and Key Food in Kings Park for their bread donations. Remember us during the summer months – we will be here the first Saturday of each month at 8:30am. As summer approaches we think of vacations and fun, but for many families’s vacation from school means hunger for their children. Children who depend on school breakfasts and lunches may have to do without because their parents struggle to keep a roof over their heads. With the rising cost of housing on Long Island, low-income families fight daily to avoid homelessness. Please let us continue to help hurting people by making an extra effort to keep our food box filled over the summer. Especially needed are tuna fish, peanut butter, jelly, soups, pasta, canned fruit, juice, and cereal. As always anyone who would like to contribute fresh fruits, vegetables, mild, eggs or bread can contact me at 631-486-2047 for immediate pickups. Thanks to your generosity these children will know that they are not forgotten. Each Sunday a container will be in the back of the sanctuary for any spare change that you have. This money will be used to buy shoes for needy children when they go back to school in September. Last



Arlene Lavoie will be making arrangements for the date and location of our annual spring luncheon. Please see Arlene for details and sign up. All the women of the Church are invited to attend Our June 8 meeting will be held at 7:30 PM in the parlor. Deb Hervey, Ann Aupperle and Anne Tammaro will lead “How A Sewing Kit Becomes A Cottage Industry”. We will then assemble the components for the UMCOR recommended sewing kits that you have donated. Betty Carson is hostess for the evening. ********************************** ********************************



A THOUGHT FOR TODAY… AND TOMORROW Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praise shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when
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year we were able to supply shoes to 12 children. This is not in place of our annual school supply drove, but an additional step in helping these children stay in school so they can use education as a steeping stone to a better life. Only with our help will these children be able to bread the poverty cycle. “Let us be concerned for one another. To help one another to show love and to do good.” Hebrews 10:24 We are happy to report that our prayers have been answered and that most of the soldiers we have been in contact with are now back in the United States. If you know of any who have been sent overseas recently, please let us know, and of course continue to inform us of any need in the congregation or the community. We can only help if you let us know where help is needed. Contact the office or a committee member and we will do our best to respond. We wish you all a happy and blessed summer.



predicament. We need and love you all. Commack United Methodist Church



The Men’s Discussion Group This picture was taken at a typical men’s meeting. Don’t let the faces scare you; they really don’t bite. It may be a motley crew but they are full of God’s Love. They talk about everything from politics to religion; nothing is taboo. There is quite a thought provoking 2 ½ hours of discussion and fun. So if you want to be part of something great, stop by on any Tuesday 9:30am and have some laughs, good food, and coffee and become one with the group.



Anne Tammaro Missions Chairperson



WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR COFFEE HOUR!!! Help! We as a Church, have become fond of the tradition of gathering with friends, family, and soon to become friends in the parlor on Sunday. It would be a shame if we had to forgo even one Sunday. It’s so nice to get together after service and talk to one another without the stress and weight of the world that’s present in our daily lives. To laugh, and solve the worlds problems is something that should be kept alive and well. To that end, we need volunteers. We have dates that are filled, but we still have a great many dates that need to be filled so that coffee hour may continue to bring great joy and laughter to our Commack United Methodist family! Thanks for your attention to our 6



are related to God. I believe in one God who created Heaven and earth. I believe in the word of God as taught in the bible. I believe in Jesus Christ who is the Son of God and the savior of the world. I believe that Jesus died for our sins. I believe in the forgiveness of sins. I believe in the Holy Sprit. I believe in the one world wide Christian Church. I believe in life after death. I believe in the service of love. I believe that God is always with us and we are never alone. Kaylee Reddo



Affirmations of Faith By recently confirmed members I believe in the one true God, our Lord, and in Jesus Christ his only son. I believe in the crucifixion, the resurrection, and in Jesus ascending to heaven. I believe in the Virgin Mary, in the twelve disciples, and the unified Christian Church. I also believe in the fact that we are all God’s children, and called to follow Jesus’ example of love throughout our lives. Ryan Kopping



I believe in Jesus, Son of God and messenger of the Lord. I believe and know that my friends and family are trust worthy. I am thankful for my family being comforting during bad times. I believe God and Jesus will be there in my time of needs. I believe in the resurrection of the body and how Jesus was crucified. I believe I can trust in my Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the life everlasting. Erin Sullivan



I believe in God the Father who suffered under Pontius Pilate, who died to show us his love. I believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ who was born of the Virgin Mary. I believe in the communion of saints for forgiveness of our sins. I believe in the Holy Sprit, Creator of Heaven where I will meet the Lord. I believe in the Church to celebrate God’s presence. I believe in our creator, our teacher, example, and redeemer. Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. Christopher Longo



I believe in God the one and only, the Father of Jesus, all-powerful, all merciful. God is there to protect us and always will be. I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, peacemaker and sacrificer, born on Christmas day by the Virgin Mary. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the resurrection of the body, the forgiveness of sins, and the communion of saints. I believe in the trinity, Father, Son, Holy Sprit. Amen Brittany Mancnio



I believe in God, he is my Father. He created everything there is. He gave me life and an amazing world to live in. He watches over me day by day. Putting goodness and grace in to my life, even though I don’t see Him. Trust Him or thank Him. I believe in Jesus Christ. He did not hesitate to come down to earth. He lived a life of purity and love, offering acceptance and forgiveness. He gave His life so we could be set free. He rose; His power was greater than death. I believe in the Holy Spirit who lives in my heart offering me strength, reminding me of forgiveness and grace, assuring me that I am not alone. I am here by the grace of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Ian Flynn



I as a Christian believe all things
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good.â€� Come join us 1st. Wednesday of every month at 10:30am. Coffee and ... Congratulations to our college and ... mathematics and computer science and. 
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