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Kansas State University Socio500 Fall 2008



L. Susan Williams [email protected]



Death Penalty



When news hits that a convicted prisoner kills again, or that an innocent person was executed, debates about the death penalty escalate, and in the end, it seems, most people still cling to long-held beliefs, regardless of evidence. This course chronicles America‟s experience with capital punishment, looking at debates on both sides of the aisle. A brief historical overview examines how the U.S. has gone from one of the least punitive systems to the world‟s harshest, what is working, and what is not. Recent developments with the death penalty, including moratoriums, issues with methods of death, and the execution of innocents has brought this important legal, political, and social issue to an uneasy juncture with the American public. The course examines facts, public opinion, execution patterns and methods, and various debates regarding punishment and deterrence. Selected cases and special topics provide application of class material. Course material: Paternoster, Raymond, Robert Brame, and Sarah Bacon. 2008. Experience with Capital Punishment. Oxford University Press.



The Death Penalty:



America’s



Prejean, Helen. 2006. The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions. Vintage Books. Course Objectives:  To become familiar with myths and facts of capital punishment  To consider and incorporate historical, legal, and international contexts  To examine empirical evidence on punishment and deterrence  To contemplate individual cases and special topics related to the death penalty  To analyze capital punishment as a public issue



Course Requirements: We are a community of inquirers. Class members are expected to read assigned material prior to its listing on the course outline, be prepared for daily short quizzes, and participate in class discussions. Students will profile and present a case, research a current debate, and write a final essay that critically examines and analyzes death penalty issue(s). Course Handouts/Organization It is your responsibility to check the website for announcements and information pertinent to class and class assignments.



Course Evaluation Assignment



Points



Quizzes Message Boards & participation* Death row inmate profile Research on current debate Responses to reality checks (2) Final Essay



200 200 100 100 100 300



* Latecomers, early-leavers, and absentees will not receive in-class participation points; sorry, no exceptions.



Class and University Policies Student Conduct. I have a pretty simple rule about this one: Just do the right thing. The University, on the other hand, is much more specific and detailed. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct statement, as follows: http://courses.k-state.edu/catalog/undergraduate/regulations. In particular, please note: All student activities in the University, including this course, are governed by the Student Judicial Conduct Code as outlined in the Student Government Association By Laws, Article VI, Section 3, number 2. Students that engage in behavior that disrupts the learning environment may be asked to leave the class. I, as the professor of this course, determine what constitutes disruptive and/or hostile behavior. This may also include sleepers, habitual late-comers, and early-leavers. It may also include violation of any of the items listed as classroom policies. Honor Code. Please write the KSU honor code on every written assignment, along with your signature; your assignment is counted as incomplete without this statement. The KSU honor code states: AOn my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work.@ Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and may be punished by failure on the exam, paper, or project; failure in the course; and/or expulsion from the University. For more information, refer to the KSU Academic Dishonesty policy. http://www.kstate.edu/honor/ Also see FAQs. Community Principles. K-State focuses on positive student development and general principles of integrity, so much so that we put it in writing. The entire statement can be found at:



http://courses.k-state.edu/catalog/undergraduate/regulations/community.html . In particular, I draw your attention to the following excerpts: We affirm the value of human diversity for community. We confront and reject all forms of prejudice and discrimination, including those based on race, ethnicity, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs, economic status, or any other differences that have led to misunderstandings, hostility, and injustice. We acknowledge that we are a part of the larger Kansas community and that we have an obligation to be engaged in a positive way with our civic partners. We recognize our individual obligations to the university community and to the principles that sustain it. We will each strive to contribute to a positive spirit that affirms learning and growth for all members of the community. In addition, K-State is committed to active nonviolence, as set forth by and enacted through the Campaign for Nonviolence: http://www.k-state.edu/nonviolence/ . Non-discrimination: Kansas State University is committed to a policy of non-discrimination on the basis of race, sex, national origin, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, or other non-merit reason, in admissions, educational programs or activities, and employment (including employment of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam Era), all as required by applicable laws and regulations. Responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries, including those concerning Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, has been delegated to, Clyde Howard, Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 214 Anderson Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-0124 (785-532-6220).



Also see university policies on affirmative action, sexual harassment, racial harassment, and other forms of discrimination. http://www.k-state.edu/affact/Policies/index.htm



Class Policies



Class Etiquette and Participation. Be sure your cell phones are turned off. Please do NOT pack up early. That is distracting to students around you who are paying attention to last-minute words of wisdom. Even more important, it annoys the Professor, which, ultimately, does not work to your advantage. Due to several guest speakers and the sensitive nature of material presented, you may not invite guests to any class session without the explicit permission of the Professor. I strongly encourage discussion about social issues in this course. Sometimes, this means that controversy arises, and I see that as a good thing. We cannot solve sticky issues if we do not get them out on the table. I do not expect everyone to agree (that‟s what makes life – and this class -- interesting), but I DO expect respectful exchanges. I and the GTAs will monitor discussions, in class and online, to assure that this happens. However, if you feel that a



particular issue or comment constitutes a hostile environment, please do not hesitate to bring it to my attention in a personal communication. In general, I find three rules particularly helpful in these situations. They are, as follows: Rule #1. The goal of discussing group differences is to understand the social nature of these differences, including their Aeffects@ on the groups (e.g., how they are treated, how members of the groups Abehave@ or are perceived), not to blame behavior or characteristics on the groups or individual group members. Please do not assign individual „blame‟ to either those who may be perceived as “victims” or those who may be perceived as “oppressors.” Seldom do things break out that simply. Rule #2. Referring to Rule #1, we also must acknowledge responsibility for our own role in society and in this class. Seldom is there NOTHING that we can do to make the world better. Rule #3: We will assume that people are generally doing the best they can, including with Rules #1 and #2. Online and Email Etiquette. I respond pretty well to email and try to provide a prompt, respectful, and helpful answer for you. I really DO like to hear from you – you are what makes this class interesting, engaging, challenging and yes, even fun! However, please check the syllabus, handouts, and FAQs to be sure your inquiry cannot be answered easily (or at least partially) through that venue. This means I will be better able to help you with clarification or additional issues as they arise. In turn, I ask the following from you: Write from your personal KSU email account, not from the „groups‟ function within K-State Online. This is the only I can quickly and efficiently reply to you. Email me and the assistant (if available) simultaneously. This ensures that ONE of us can get back to you relatively quickly. If you have a personal or sensitive issue that is appropriate only for the professor to see, then of course, write only the professor. It is also etiquette to use the name(s) of the addressees, just as you would do in a letter. None of us respond as well to „hey you‟. Be sure your subject line is descriptive. This helps us be alert to resources or information that we may need in order to respond most efficiently. Please sign your email. I cannot read your mind (ok, sometimes I can) and, contrary to popular belief, I do not actually memorize everyone‟s email address.  Your writing skills, even in email correspondence, reflect your skill and diligence as a student. Please be concise, to the point, but include enough detail so I can best help you. Remind me if I have asked you to remind me (!), and give me sufficient context so I know who you are and why you are writing. Finally, read back over your email before hitting that „send‟ button. Electronic communication is often difficult to convey tone. Be sure you are conveying the spirit of your intent. As you may have noticed, one way to do this is through the use of lexicons, like the smiley face.  Do not overuse (which may detract from the seriousness or professionalism of your message), but sometimes such strategy is useful in letting me know when you are using sarcasm or tongue-in-cheek phrases. K-State Online. Please check K-State Online for various kinds of information usually provided in handouts or other kinds of feedback. It is your responsibility to check these sources for any announcements or information pertinent to class and class assignments. Class attendance. Nonattendance will negatively affect your grade. Please show your respect by arriving on time



and not leaving early. Habitual latecomers will be asked to drop the course as well as early-leavers and people who sleep during class. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to first check with fellow students and online for announcements, notes, and material. If your questions cannot be answered through either of these methods, please contact me or the assistant. Late Assignments. In most cases, no late assignments will be accepted. Under the ‘best’ of circumstances, any late assignment will be penalized 10% for each day past due. Makeup work. No makeups for exams or other assignments will be given unless you have a university-approved reason, in writing; prior approval, except in dire emergency, must be arranged. You are expected to notify me at least one week in advance if you must miss a scheduled exam. Office hours and conferences. Please note the office hours postedThis is a time when you can drop in to talk about whatever you want C questions you have about the material, how you=re doing in the course, things that you find particularly interesting (or irritating). Please do not hesitate to use this time. I (like most instructors) have little patience for 11th-hour pleas for mercy, but if we can work together on a problem, I am more than willing to do that. Any meetings outside of these designated time slots should be arranged by scheduling an appointment. I also encourage e-mail communication. I usually can talk to you briefly at the end of class, or you may come to my office. Borderline grades, curves, and other grade inflators. Grades for this course will not be Acurved.@ I do not grade on the basis of need. If you need an AA@ in this course, note the total number of points necessary to earn an AA@. Do not come to me and ask me to change your final grade unless you suspect a mathematical error has been made. Results of individual and assignments may be discussed during office hours. Incompletes. A grade of incomplete will be considered only under an extreme emergency. In no case will an incomplete be given to a student who simply fails to attend class and complete assignments. Student rights. Information regarding your rights and responsibilities may be found in the undergraduate general catalog. If you have any condition, such as physical or learning disabilities, which will make it difficult for you to carry out the work as outlined, and/or require special accommodations, please notify me during the first two weeks of class. I expect an outstanding experience from this class! Do you?



Course Outline Module & Topic I. Snapshots --Talking about the death penalty --Demographics of DP in the US --Int‟l trends --Death row and execution watch --Current affairs II. How we got here --Legal history --Sociopolitical history --Philosophical views III. Thinking about punishment --Lex talionis & retribution --Just deserts --Rehabilitation --Deterrence --Brutalization IV. Methods of execution --Pre „civilization‟ --Historical views --Current methods --Recent issues V. Rich white men and the DP --Class/economics --Race --Gender VI. The last lecture --Reviewing death --Appealing death --Coming to terms



Dates



Readings Paternoster 4, 6 Kozinsky v. Ryan



Assignments Q1 Q2



Special Topic Economics of the death penalty



Reality Check The cost of death



Banner



Q3 Q4 Response 1 due



Public Opinion



How we feel about mentally retarded and the DP



Paternoster, 5 Marquis v. Bright



Q5 Q6 Q7



International Issues



The hanging of Anthony Briggs



Paternoster 1, 2, 3 Cassell v. Stevenson



Q8 Q9 Case profiles due



Constitutionality of death methods



Legality and lethal injection



Paternoster 7, 8, 9



Q10 Q11 Response 2 due



Specialized populations



Killing juveniles



Paternoster 10 Prejean Pojman v. Bedau



Debate due Final essay due



The personal and the professional



Working innocence



* various articles will be available online
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