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Henry Rider Haggard



KING SOLOMON’S MINES



THE NOVEL 











King Solomon’s Mines (1885) was done by the Victorian adventure writer and fabulist Sir H. Rider Haggard. It tells of a search of an unexplored region of Africa by a group of adventurers led by Allan Quatermain for the missing brother of one of the party. It is the first English fictional adventure novel set in Africa, and is considered to be the genesis of the Lost World literary genre.



THE BOOK 



The book was first published in September 1885 amid considerable fanfare, with billboards and posters around London announcing "The Most Amazing Book Ever Written". It became an immediate best seller. By the late 19th century, explorers were uncovering ancient civilizations around the world, such as Egypt's Valley of the Kings, and the empire of Assyria. Inner Africa remained largely unexplored and King Solomon's Mines, the first novel of African adventure published in English, captured the public's imagination.



THE BOOK 



The "King Solomon" of the book's title is the Biblical king renowned both for his wisdom and for his wealth. A number of sites have been identified as the location of the mines of Solomon, including the workings at the Timna valley near Eilat, and many "fictional" locations. Later research has shown that the site at Timna was not in use during the 10th century BC.



THE BOOK 



Haggard knew Africa well, having traveled deep within the continent as a 19-year-old during the Anglo-Zulu War and the First Boer War, where he had been impressed by South Africa's vast mineral wealth and by the ruins of ancient lost cities being uncovered, such as Great Zimbabwe. His original Allan Quatermain character was based in large part on Frederick Courtney Selous, the famous British big game hunter and explorer of Colonial Africa. Selous's real-life experiences provided Haggard with the background and inspiration for this and many later stories.



THE BOOK 



Haggard also owed a considerable debt to Joseph Thomson, the Scottish explorer whose book Through Masai Land was a hit in January 1885. Thomson had terrified warriors in Kenya by taking out his false teeth and claiming to be a magician, just as Captain Good does in King Solomon's Mines. Contemporary James Runciman wrote an article entitled King Plagiarism and His Court, interpreted as accusing Haggard of plagiarism for this. Thomson was so outraged at Haggard's plagiarism that he published a novel of his own, which failed to sell.



SUMMARY Allan Quatermain, an English Adventurer and hunter based in South Africa, is approached by Sir Henry Curtis and his friend Captain Good.  Quatermain has a mysterious map purporting to lead to the mines.  He agreed to lead the expedition in return for a share of treasure or a stipend for his son if he is killed along the way. 



SUMMARY They also take along a mysterious native, Umbopa.  Traveling by oxcart, they reach the edge of the desert.  They continued on foot across the desert, almost dying of thirst before finding the oasis shown in the map.  Reaching a mountain range called Suliman Berg, the climbed a peak (one of “Sheba’s Breasts) and entered a cave. 



SUMMARY They found the frozen corpse of Jose Silvestra, the 16th century explorer who drew the map in his own blood.  They crossed the mountains into a raised valley, lush and green, known as Kukuanaland. 



SUMMARY They are brought before King Twala, who rules over his people with ruthless violence.  King Twala’s chief advisor named Gagool ordered her men to murder Umbopa, and it took all Quatermain’s skill to save his life.  Umbopa revealed that he is Ignosi, the rightful king of the Kukuanas.  A rebellion breaks out, the Englishmen gaining support for Ignosi by taking advantage of their foreknowledge of an eclipse. 



SUMMARY They overthrow Twala and captured Gagool, who reluctantly leads them to King Solomon’s Mines.  She showed them a treasure room inside a mountain and full of gold, diamons and ivory.  She then treacherously sneaks out but a brief scuffle with Foulata caused her to be crushed under the stone door. 



SUMMARY Their scant store of food and water rapidly dwindling, the trapped men are prepared to die also.  They found an escape route, bringing with them a few pocketfuls of diamonds, enough to make them rich.  The Englishmen bid farewell to Ignosi and returned to the desert. 



SUMMARY They found Sir Henry’s brother stranded in an oasis by a broken leg.  They returned to Durban, and eventually to England, wealthy enough to live comfortable lives. 



ADAPTATIONS



2004 film



1950 film



ADAPTATIONS TV series
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