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SHOUT - outs! Ryen Dugas, 9th grader at Southside High School, will be a Delegate to the Congress of Future Medical Leaders in Lowell, Mass., on June 25-27.



Old school newsletter masthead from years ago.



What’s “old school” is



“new school” again As we approach the end of the 2017-2018 school year, we proudly present our most robust newsletter to date. Thanks to all the principals who made this possible by submitting great content throughout our transition to an all-digital format. Superintendent Dr. Don Aguillard asked that we track down the old newsletter masthead from years ago, when it used to be printed and distributed, and we’ve included it here for old times’ sake. “Technology has changed the world, and every day we see more people and entities moving forward with electronic communications,” Aguillard says. “We at LPSS believe this digital format to be the quickest, most effective and most creative way to reach our students, parents, employees and our community. Please keep those great stories coming and submit them to your principal.”



Hannah Michel, a junior at Lafayette High, earned the highest possible ACT score of 36. Michel is the daughter of the late Henry Michel, Yvette Arceneaux and stepmother Dawn Cormier. Way to go. Read more here



Any LPSS principal can submit stories and photographs for inclusion in the newsletter.



N. P. Moss Redesign Survey



I N S P I R AT I O N



“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world better than you found it.”



LPSS is excited to announce its tentative plan to open a new school in the 2019-2020 school year that will service approximately 700 students. The school will be located at our N. P. Moss property on Mudd Avenue, and students who are currently in our alternative program at N. P. Moss Preparatory Academy will be moved to LeRosen. The N.P. Moss facility was remodeled in 2013 at a cost of $4.5 million and is considered to be in excellent condition today. We would like your input on the school’s theme and grade configuration. Please take a few minutes to complete a short survey to aid us in making the most informed decision possible. Click here to participate



— Marian Wright Edelman Submitted by Moussa Sadou, 5th Grade French Immersion Teacher, Myrtle Place Elementary



CLICK HERE TO SHARE YOUR INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES WITH US.



CLICK HERE FOR THE 2018 GRADUATION SCHEDULE FOR NORTHSIDE HIGH, ACADIANA HIGH, CARENCRO HIGH, COMEAUX HIGH, LAFAYETTE HIGH, AND DAVID THIBODAUX STEM.



Graduation



The Graduating Class of 2018 will be the first group of students earning TOPS University and Jump Start Diplomas. This month, LPSS anticipates we will graduate 1,885 students if all responsibilities are met. Jump Start students are required to earn credentials as one of their graduation requirements. This year’s graduating students have earned more than 1,800 credentials that they can utilize for potential employment. A tremendous effort went into assisting our students with completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and applications for scholarships. As of May 1, 71% of our graduates completed the FAFSA. LPSS potential graduates have accumulated almost $33 million in scholarships and anticipated TOPS.



Good News By Tonya Hebert, Coordinator of Counseling Services and Student Placement



Tuition assistance Available



McDonald’s announced it will allocate $150 million over five years to its Archways to Opportunity education program, opening the door for thousands of its employees to pursue their education and career ambitions. “This helps make dreams come true for so many of our crew,” said E.J. Krampe, CEO for MacLaff, Inc., an owner/operator of 46 McDonald’s restaurants in the Acadiana and Baton Rouge area, encompassing 15 parishes. Eligible crew members will now have access to $2,500/year (up from $700/year) with no lifetime cap. MacLaff Chief People Officer and owner-operator Chris Krampe points out, “It’s important that we recognize the needs of our individual employees for a flexible schedule…while on the job and in the classroom.” To be eligible for this benefit, an employee must have at least 90 days of McDonald’s employment and must work a minimum of 15 hours on a weekly shift. Click here to read more



to Students Who Are



cDonald’s



Employees



National Library Week



Proclamation



Golf Tournament



From left: Blair Stapleton, Assistant Dean of Public Services at Edith Garland Dupré Library at UL Lafayette; Teresa Elberson, Director of the Lafayette Public Library; Mayor Joel Robideaux; Kaye Victorian, LPSS Library Science Specialist; and Katherine Rolfes, Library Director of the South Louisiana Community College Library



C A R E N C R O H E I G H T S E L E M E N TA R Y



H



Students Score Big



with the 4-H



H



The Record Books of the Carencro Heights 4-H Club were recognized for excellence in district judging. Seventeen club members took home Gold recognition, the highest honor, while two other members took home the Silver Award. Congratulations to the Carencro Heights 4-H Club students for all of their hard work.



Photo submitted by Darlene Scott



The 21st annual LPSS Superintendent’s Scholarship Golf Tournament was held at Farm d’Allie Golf Club in Carencro on April 9. Proceeds from the tournament, which raised more than $48,000, will fund scholarships for graduating seniors from Lafayette Parish public schools. The scholarship helps to defray the cost of post-secondary education for the first two semesters for graduates who show academic potential, a desire to succeed, and who have financial need. Since 1997, the tournament has raised more than $460,000 for Lafayette Parish public school students. This year, four Presenting Sponsors gave $3,000 or more: Coca Cola, Sound & Communication Systems, Ross Bus & Equipment Sales and The Grad Shoppe. Approximately 110 golfers participated in the tournament, with coaches and administrators from the high schools competing in the morning. In a very close competition, Acadiana High placed 1st, while Comeaux High placed 2nd. In the afternoon competition, ADG Engineering placed 1st, followed by Sound & Communication Systems. “The tournament was a great success, and the plan for next year is to continue to raise funds for student scholarships and have a great time doing it,” said Chief Academic Officer Annette Samec.



H



LPSS SUPERINTENDENT’S SCHOLARSHIP



H



21ST ANNUAL



Photo courtesy Lafayette Public Library



On April 3 at the Lafayette City-Parish council meeting, Mayor Joel Robideaux presented a proclamation declaring April 8-14 National Library Week. The proclamation was accepted by a collective of librarians from across Lafayette Parish representing UL Lafayette, LPSS, SLCC and the public library system.



Ridge Teacher of the Year Advances to State Level



Ovey Comeaux High School Swim Team



Kyre Bradford, Ridge Teacher of the Year, has been named a Teacher of the Year Semifinalist for the state. Louisiana Teachers and Principals of the Year will be named May 30, and a celebration honoring them will be held July 27 at the 12th Annual Cecil J. Picard Educator Excellence Awards Gala.



OVEY COMEAUX HIGH SCHOOL



Swim Team holds banquet Ovey Comeaux High School Swim Team held its annual end of the session banquet on March 27 at Alesi Pizza House. Recognized were senior swimmer/Co-Captain Cecil Craig for his contributions to the team, along with junior swimmers Garret Firmin and Ally Romero, and sophomore swimmers Heather Buswell, Hailey Frugé, Zoe Hall, Abi Kolb (Captain), Lilly Richoux and Zachary Vice. Special thanks to Swim Team sponsor Mrs. Darlene Scott and co-sponsor Mr. Skip Didier, as well as Assistant Coach Kauree Thompson and Coach Laura Barras.



WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. HELP US MAKE YOUR NEWSLETTER THE BEST IT CAN BE. CLICK HERE TO SEND YOUR FEEDBACK.



Have a Great Summer New Club at Comeaux High School In February, students at Ovey Comeaux High School started a Spartan Right to Life Club. The mission of National Right to Life is to protect and defend the most fundamental right of humankind: the right to life of every innocent human being from the beginning of life to natural death. National Right to Life works to achieve its mission through education, legislation and political action. Krista Rene Corbello, Youth Program CoDirector with Louisiana Right to Life, was a guest speaker at the club’s April 11 and April 18 meetings.



Comeaux High School Speech Team



Comeaux Speech Wins



State Championship



Photo submitted by Rhonda Dickerson



for 4th Year in a Row



By Jacob Simon, Coach and Sponsor



In Humorous: Colby Camp 3rd Place



On March 24, the Comeaux High School Speech Team won the 2018 LHSSL State Speech and Debate Tournament of Champions, where the top 60 schools from across the state compete for state titles in 13 different events, as well as a team state championship. Along with capturing the state title, Comeaux Speech received the Novalynne Price Ellis Rotating Cumulative Sweepstakes Trophy.



In Original Oratory: Paige Allbright 3rd Place, Emily Guidry 2nd Place



This is the 4th year in a row that Comeaux Speech has claimed the state title, the longest consecutive run in LHSSL history. Comeaux Speech had one of its most successful years yet. Making it to finals and becoming a member of the 2018 All State Speech Team were Del Gonzales, Joshua Moton, Miguel Savoy, Amiah Richardson, Tori Lalonde, Jazmin Rodriguez and George Lancon.



Leadership Day -



American Leader Presentations



Making it to the final and becoming a member of the 2018 All State Speech Team AND placing were:



By Rhonda Dickerson, Ridge Elementary Principal



In Declamation: Presley Nutter 2nd Place, Rashon Leday - State Champion In Prose/Poetry: Colby Camp 3rd Place, Anthony Rodriguez 2nd Place, Emily Guidry - State Champion In Dramatic Interpretation: Anthony Rodriguez 3rd Place, Paige Allbright 2nd Place, Jacob Foster - State Champion In Duo Interpretation: Jack Gossen and Allianna Speyrer 3rd Place, Colby Camp and Paige Allbright 2nd Place, Jacob Foster and Rashon Leday - State Champion In Duet Acting: Taylor Mier and Jamie Jones 3rd Place, Allianna Speyrer and Jack Gossen 2nd Place, Paige Allbright and Colby Camp State Champion Colby Camp received the Morris Block Performing Arts Award for Excellence in Acting Events, Paige Allbright received the Cliff Aucoin Renaissance Award for Excellence in Acting and Public Speaking, and Events Coach Jacob Simon was given the 2018 LHSSL Coach of the Year Award.



In the supplemental event of Extemp Commentary: Nick Hudson State Champion



Performing Arts & LPSS Students win at Competition



Hannah Boudreaux, Brooke Gutshall and Appoline Cassetta have advanced to the final round of the Grace Notes Music Studio Annual Competition. They are among four other students who have been selected to perform in an open recital May 5 at 7 p.m. at St. Alban’s Chapel in Baton Rouge. The recital will be judged by members of the Baton Rouge Symphony, and winners will receive a cash prize. Diar Wheeler also competed and received a Bronze Medal.



Southside students, families and community members view SHS artwork.



Southside Visual Arts Showcase Southside hosted its first-ever Visual Arts Showcase spotlighting work done this year by students in Art I and Art II classes. The show was held Tuesday, April 17, and took place in the new Southside Fine Arts wing. It was a packed house with students, parents and community leaders sharing in their support of the Arts at Southside High School.



Partnerships for W.D. & Mary



In P.O.I.: Jack Gossen - State Champion



Judice Middle Band Goes to



Walt Disney World The Judice Middle Band, under the direction of Ms. Courtney Hover, recently traveled to Walt Disney World in Orlando, Fla. It successfully performed at Festival Disney on Friday, April 6, in Disney’s Contemporary Resort Ballroom. This trip gave many students the opportunity to not only travel to Walt Disney World for the first time, but also to perform in front of nationally acclaimed music professors from universities across the nation. Despite many obstacles and setbacks, the Judice Middle Band received the High Excellence Performance Award at Festival Disney. It placed 5th overall in the Middle School division alongside many highly respectable middle schools from across the nation. This oncein-a-lifetime trip, for some, was made possible by the dedication, determination and continued support from Ms. Hover, the Judice Community Band Booster Club, parents and the Lafayette Parish School Board. Because of their support, students from the Judice Middle Band were able to make lifelong memories.



Photos submitted by Randy Bernard



Photos submitted by Catherine Cassidy



Ridge Elementary held its annual Leadership Day on March 29. As part of the program, second grade student leaders sang the 7 Habits song to welcome guests. During a series of rotations, guests and parents experienced a special presentation by all of the school’s fourth grade students. These students presented their “American Leader” research project. Throughout the year, during their Social Studies and Language Arts classes, the students researched about individual people who have had an impact on the country. Through this project, they were expected to research important information, write an autobiography, develop speaking and listening skills, cite evidence, create a presentation board, create a digital information board, dress as their “American Leader,” and present all the information learned during Leadership Day. Following the fourth grade presentations, the Leadership tour guides led the guests and parents to several classrooms for visits. In the classroom, guests were able to be part of a Leadership lesson, view student data binders and ask questions to the students. Throughout the year, students across all grade levels have learned about the 7 Habits. Using the 7 Habits daily has helped students and staff set goals. At Ridge Elementary, we believe that by implementing the 7 Habits we are creating leaders, not only in school, but also in the community.



Arts Under the Stars By Pammy Pry, Broussard Middle Art Teacher



 Broussard Middle School hosted an “Arts Under the Stars” night that showcased the growing arts programs at the school. The night was similar to an art walk through the school where students and families could hear various musical performances, participate in art activities and see more than a thousand works of art that were exhibited. The show also contained an exhibit completed by teachers from their staff development painting night. Hundreds of people attended to show support for the flourishing art programs at Broussard Middle School.



L A F AY E T T E M I D D L E S C H O O L



Baker Smith Career Center We are pleased to announce that Firestone on Pinhook and Courtesy Lincoln Motors are new partners for the W.D. & Mary Baker Smith Career Center. Joseph Richardson is the Manager for Firestone, and Justin Stroud is the Service Manager for Courtesy Lincoln Motors.



Students submitted photos of their Second Harvest Food Bank volunteer service. The photos depict the partnership between Lafayette Middle School-JAG and Second Harvest Food Bank, and the students’ volunteer service.



JAG Students volunteer to



TRUST YOUR



Inspiring the Next Generation of Entrepreneurs



Taylor Randell and Shariss Goodley, both from Acadiana High School, won the 2018 statewide Trust Your Crazy Ideas Challenge, a competition sponsored by the Brees Dream Foundation and Junior Achievement allowing high school students to take their entrepreneurial ideas to the next level. The duo’s app Absolute Beauty Finder matches skin tones to cosmetics. They will receive $10,000 for continuing education funds, and Acadiana High will receive $5,000 for student education programs. The Brees Dream Foundation funded all student scholarships for local and state competitions. Acadiana alone will receive a total of $27,500 for continuing education from the Brees Dream Foundation.



Feed the Community By Ann DeClouette, JAG Specialist, MBA, Lafayette Middle School



Students from the Lafayette Middle School Jobs for America’s GraduatesLouisiana (JAG-LA) Program competed in the Louisiana JAG Student Development Electronic Conference. The students sorted and repacked 7,290 pounds of sweet potatoes, which, in turn, created 6,075 meals for people right here in Lafayette and Acadiana-area parishes. They were proud to be a part of the Second Harvest mission of a hunger-free South Louisiana. For all of their work, the Lafayette Middle School-JAG program placed 1st in state. We are one house, one family, #LMS Strong!



2018 Writes of Spring



Writing Contest



Several David Thibodaux STEM Magnet Academy students participated in the 2018 Writes of Spring Writing Contest sponsored by the Lafayette Public Library. DTSMA congratulates Mazzie Adkins for winning 1st place for Taiyo’s Secret and Athena Constantine for winning 1st place for Louisiane, Terre des Festivals.



Local hs students compete in



Photo byTunay Koluacik



robotics competition FACE Scholastics High School



Arts Competition In the 7th Annual FACE Scholastics High School Arts Competition, Tunay Koluacik, 10th grader at Southside, placed first place in Photography-Landscape.



Team Phenomena 3616, composed of students from Ovey Comeaux High School, Lafayette High School and Home School Group, won the 2017 Regional Robotics Tournament in Kenner. Over 60 teams from around the world competed. With their win, Team Phenomena 3616 qualified to compete at the World Championship in Houston for the third time under current teacher Local high school students compete in robotics and mentor Lisa Ranney. The team competition had six weeks to design, program and build their robot to overcome challenges that tested their engineering abilities. Read more here



LHS and SJM Signing Partnership Photo by Ginger Richard



On April 26, 17 Lafayette High School students who have been taking the American Sign Language class for their foreign language requirement visited with S.J. Montgomery students who are in the hearing impaired program. The high school students read children’s stories to them by signing and then held avid discussions about what was read. A special thanks to Ms. Renee Torpy, the S.J. Montgomery SPED lead teacher, and Ms. Leah Savoy from LHS for planning this event.



From left, Kale Richard, Madison Alford, Ahni Robicheaux and Kamryn Guidry



Kiwanis



Northside Students Attend



Buddy Benches



The Lafayette Kiwanis recently completed the second phase of their Buddy Bench project by installing Buddy Benches at all of the district’s elementary schools. Buddy Benches are a way for a student to signal to others that they feel lonely, have no one to play with, or are being bullied. By taking a seat on the bench, they let other kids know that they want someone to talk or play with. Dr. Aguillard and the school principals would like to extend their thanks and appreciation to the Kiwanis for supporting our students.



Mu Alpha Theta State Convention



Members of the Northside High Mu Alpha Theta team



Mu Alpha Theta is a mathematics honor society. The fraternity’s State Convention was recently held in Baton Rouge, and the Northside Chapter was in attendance, participating in the governance of the fraternity and challenging other chapters from across the state in a variety of competitions. Congratulations to the Chapter.



WWW.LPSSONLINE.COM UNSUBSCRIBE FROM THIS NEWSLETTER
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