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PRAISE FOR THE PLATFORM Race, gender, class, disaster, resilience: The Land of Opportunity project harnesses the keywords and dynamics of urban development to unfurl the story of the 21st century American City. -Dr. Ana Croegart, Associate Professor of Anthropology and Urban Studies, University of New Orleans Land of Opportunity is in the best tradition of social documentary and speaks powerfully to anybody thinking about post-disaster rebuilding, urban planning, racialized poverty, place and identity, citizenship and democracy, gentrification and privatization, US social movements, New Orleans and the United States. -Dr. Anna Hartnell, University of London. Author, Rewriting Exodus: American Futures from Dubois to Obama Land of Opportunity explores issues of housing, planning, community, race, class, gender, and immigration. These are the central issues students and educators must consider as they attempt to understand disaster and crisis in the definition of cities. -Dr. Aaron Schneider, Professor of Political Science and Latin American Studies, University of Denver This is a highly informative project that is critical without being sectarian, and educational without being didactic. -Dr. Cedric Johnson, Associate Professor of African American Studies and Political Science, University of Illinois-Chicago. Author, Watching the Train Wreck or Looking for the Brake? Contemporary Film, Urban Disaster and the Specter of Planning
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THE PLATFORM AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL



Rooted in post-Katrina New Orleans, the Land of Opportunity web platform uses interactive multimedia storytelling to explore the entangled and contentious process of community redevelopment in the aftermath of crisis/disaster. The project explores the fundamental question: What kinds of communities do we want to (re)build in the 21st century? From New Orleans to Chicago, from Hurricane Katrina to Hurricane Sandy, with educational partners in sister cities we have created stories highlighting a diversity of voices and approaches designed to foster engagement and scholarship around the core issues affecting communities in transformation across America. Our innovative multi-layered format allows educators and students to engage in an intersectional analysis that connects stories and issues across time, place, and academic disciplines.



This curriculum guide is meant to assist educators in high schools, colleges and universities to make the most out of this innovative platform and its illuminating material. This guide is also not comprehensive. It is a way of helping students and educators understand how to approach the tremendous wealth of material available on the Land of Opportunity platform. The flexibility of the platform is one of its greatest strengths. Once you have a level of proficiency, you can make new and thought-provoking connections that can enrich the classroom experience. SUBJECT AREAS/DISCIPLINES The platform will be of interest to two broad groups of educators.



Those teaching in the humanities and social sciences (urban studies and planning, sociology, anthropology, history, African-American studies, Women’s studies, Latin American studies, American studies, public policy and political science, etc) will be drawn to its wealth of powerful stories and case studies from communities around the United States. Each of the multi-layered videos illustrates complex policy issues succinctly, while preserving nuance amid a panoply of perspectives from public housing residents, to community activists, to urban planners and elected officials.



Those teaching the dynamics of film, media, journalism and storytelling will want to engage their students in the groundbreaking and non-linear narrative structure and form of the platform. Through its use of annotated video and audio, Land of Opportunity has created an innovative way of telling stories that allows users to dive deep and chart their own paths through interconnected layers of narrative, data and scholarship. It thus facilitates a more dynamic engagement with the stories and issues, where the viewer can make connections that traditional linear media cannot facilitate.



TEACHING WITH THE PLATFORM



THE TECHNOLOGY The Land of Opportunity platform provides a cutting-edge way of viewing multimedia content, and thus requires a brief orientation. To see how the platform works, please watch this short video. Platform URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com



Browser/Internet Speed: This platform currently works best on laptops or tablets with the latest version of popular browsers (Safari, Firefox, Chrome, and Internet Explorer 9 and above), and with a high speed internet connection. Moving forward, we hope to get the resources to make this experience more accessible. If you encounter bugs or glitches, we appreciate your patience and feedback.



Nodal: Nodal refers to any additional content that is not part of the base layer. Nodal material can be video or non-video. Any time you click on a trigger to access the content you are accessing “nodal” content. Breadcrumb Trail: As you delve deeper into the nodal content of each video, you will notice a series of circles appear on the top right corner of your screen. By clicking any of the circles in the trail, you will be able to retrace your path to and from the base layer video and through any layers you accessed in between. You can also use the x on the upper right hand to exit a video. Please DO NOT use the browser back buttons to navigate between layers and videos.



KEY TERMS AND FUNCTIONS RMV: Rich Media Video. This is our way of talking about each video module. They are called “rich media” because each individual video module contains “layers” of multimedia content (additional video, audio, stills, scholarly research, articles etc) embedded throughout its duration. This content has been strategically curated by educators, mediamakers and advocate partners in our sister cities, thus adding to the depth and diversity of the material. Base Layer: The main video which is your starting point of entry into the RMV. You can always return to this base layer. by using the “breadcrumb trail” as detailed below.



Trigger: Triggers are blue markers that pop-up at the bottom timeline of each video. As you progress through each RMV, triggers will become highlighted to note that additional content is available that is relevant to the topic, issue, or person currently being discussed in the video. Rolling your cursor over the trigger will lead to a brief explanation of the content, as seen in the image below.



Navigation Menu: Clicking on or hovering over“Dig Deeper” will take you to RMVs organized by thematic categories. Clicking on “Compare” will take you to the Katrina/Sandy Interactive Timeline.



Note: Scrolling through the site can be achieved either by clicking the arrow at the bottom of each screen, or by scrolling using your mouse or trackpad.



Search Function: The Land of Opportunity Interactive Platform contains an unparalleled collection of multimedia interdisciplinary material on issues of urban planning, policy, redevelopment, organizing, and social justice. We recognize, however, that the breadth of available opportunities to browse through videos, articles, and other content can become overwhelming even for users familiar with the platform. In order to help manage the size of the library, our search function helps guide you through the keywords that accompany every piece of video or non-‐video content. The auto-‐fill suggestions also TIP: To quickly and easily let you know what kinds of keyword categories exist that may be similar to your search term. To make searching access a specific video, type as easy as possible, you can simply begin typing in your its title into search. search term at any time on the site, your search term and similar suggested terms will instantly appear on screen, as the screen shot below indicates.



Katrina/Sandy Interactive Timeline: This interactive timeline features an exclusive “toggling” capability, which allows the user to move seamlessly between parallel stories comparing Katrina and Sandy



EXPLORING THE PLATFORM: CONTENT GUIDE BY CATEGORY



The challenges facing communities of all types and sizes are often too interconnected to be explained in the traditional single-issue categories such as housing, education, health care, disaster management etc. Rather than try to fit into these silos, we have broken out our stories into thematic categories (Devastation/Rebuilding, Displacement/ Home, Community/ Commodity, Exclusion/Engagment) that draw out tensions that transcend typical boundaries. Those categories and the videos that they contain are detailed below. You will also find key themes and questions for each RMV. You can use these to determine how the platform will fit into your current curriculum and the problems, dynamics, and questions you are asking your students to consider.



Note: that along with a description, there is a brief listing of some of the additional nodal content available in each video. This list is not comprehensive, but is intended to highlight the additional video and non-video content available.



DEVASTATION/REBUILDING: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



Disasters take many forms, from natural to man-made, and everything in between. In their wake, there is tremendous pressure from all sides to “make use” of the tragic event to rethink things and stake out new opportunities for making change to public policies of all kinds. Yet it quickly becomes clear that some are in better positions to make these arguments than others, and particularly, to do so more quickly in the immediate aftermath of physical destruction and social destabilization that disasters bring. How can our local and national public institutions adapt to the challenges of these disasters, particularly if they become increasingly common? The three RMVs in this category explore these themes/questions through the the personal rebuilding story of a displaced New Orleans culture bearer,the BP Gulf Oil Spill catastrophe, and unprecedented post-Katrina planning process.



• What themes unite the stories and videos in this section? • Identify the different perspectives in each story/video: which ones do you identify with and why? • How is the idea of “home” defined by different actors in these stories? What are the key components of home? • What is a Mardi Gras indian? Why do you think it might be an important cultural tradition? • What are the different ways in which the BP oil spill has affected the economies and livelihoods of communities along the Gulf Coast? How might these communities recover from these damages? • In what ways does disaster reinforce and reproduce socio-economic and racial inequity? • What does it mean to have a “right to return”? Whose responsibility would it be to guarantee such a right? • Should communities be allowed to rebuild in vulnerable areas? Who should decide this? • What are some of the positives and negatives of participation in the post-Katrina planning process? • How do you think shrinking cities should be addressed from a planning standpoint?



How Does One Begin?



Poet and activist Sunni Patterson performs powerful monologues on the streets of her beloved and battered New Orleans.



Right to Return Responses and perspectives on how to rebuild a city and its neighborhoods in the wake of disaster and disinvestment.



Base layer run time ≈ 3 minutes



Base layer run time ≈ 11 minutes



Tags: Culture, Post-Katrina, Rebuilding, Displacement



Key Themes • Visuals of devastation in immediate post-Katrina landscape • Personal anecdotes and neighborhood history from Sunni Patterson • Debate over the appropriateness of “disaster tours”, the Lower 9th ward bus tours • New Orleans diaspora and cultural preservation of New Orleans; heartache of rebuilding



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/how-does-one-begin



Suriving the Spill: BP Oil Disaster Hear about how the 2010 disaster is affecting communities that have been rooted along the Gulf Coast, some for generations.



Tags: Lower 9th Ward, Urban Planning, Post-Katrina, Right to Return Key Themes • ”Right to Return” debate among planners and activists/residents • A look at the “Shrinking Cities” debate among planners and activists/residents with examples from around the USA. • 2010 Census Data showing population losses and demographic changes in New Orleans and the Lower 9th ward



Toward a Just New Orleans



Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes Contributors: Bridge the Gulf



Key Themes • Everyday lives of bayou residents, shrimpers and fishers • Learn about dispersants and the threats to public health • Overall economic impacts, as well as specific impacts on and organizing among Native Americans, Vietnamese, African-Americans, Latinos, and youth along the entire Gulf Coast



Tags: BP Oil Spill, Gulf Coast, Economic Displacement, Culture



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/surviving-spill-bp-oil-disaster



Key Themes • Evaluates the cultural implications of post-crisis redevelopment in New Orleans • Data on the current state of housing, employment, and incarceration from “New Orleans Index at Ten” (2015) • Community housing data from GNOHA’s HousingNOLA Leadership Committee Report Summary



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/right-return



A short documentary that features community advocates, residents and non-profit leaders as they tackle the tough question of whether New Orleans is a just city ten years after Katrina. Offers multiple perspectives on challenges and solutions related to affordable housing, gentrification, wage inequality and cultural traditions. Base layer run time ≈ 8 minutes



Tags: Recovery, Rebuilding, Equity, Opportunity, Affordable Housing, Culture, Race, Wage Equality, Gentrification



URL: http://landofopportunityinteractive. com/#/video/toward-just-new-orleans



DISPLACEMENT/HOME: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



• What themes unite the stories and videos in this section? • Identify the different perspectives in each story/video: which ones do you identify with and why? • How is the idea of “home” defined by different protagonists in these stories? What are the key components of home? • What have been some of the effects of the mass displacement of African-American residents of New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina? • What is “mixed-income” housing and what is it supposed to accomplish? What are some of the criticisms of this model? • What are some of the benefits of commercial redevelopment in Brooklyn, and how do they compare with drawbacks? Neighborhood change is a process that impacts us all, albeit in drastically different ways that depend on who and where we are. When residential or commercial projects revitalize vacant or neglected streets and neighborhoods, they are often heralded as great victories for economic development and social progress. But what the discussions around the eradication of “blight” and “decay” often exclude is the adverse impact on those who are displaced or left behind: most often the urban poor and communities of color. The four RMVs in this category explore these issues through a variety of lenses: the narration of a displaced New Orleans poet, the cultural impact of large-scale public housing redevelopment in Chicago, Detroit and New Orleans, and the dramatic changes that new development has brought to downtown Brooklyn.



Culture Shock: Mixed-Income Housing



Out With the Old, In With the New The pros and cons of mixed-income redevelopment through the eyes of residents, developers and experts in Chicago, New Orleans, and Detroit.



A look at how public policy is fueling gentrification in Downtown Brooklyn, a historically Black commercial district. By Kelly Anderson and Allison Lirish Dean.



Contributors: Central Advisory Committee, Cass Corridor Films, Edward Goetz



Contributors: My Brooklyn, Kelly Anderson, Allison Lirish Dean, Families for United Racial and Economic Equality (FUREE)



Base layer run time ≈ 3 minutes



Key Themes • Middle-class values, “cultural” differences and the idea of the middle class role model debate in the redevelopment of public housing • Scholarly research on mixed-income development resident outcomes and impact • Excerpts from Edward Goetz (2013). New Deal Ruins: Race, Economic Justice and Public Housing Policy. Cornell Univ Press.



Tags: Public Housing, Mixed-Income Redevelopment URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/culture-shock-mixed-income-housing



Sewing Home The story of Joe Allen, displaced New Orleanian and chief of the Red, White and Blue Mardi Gras Indian gang.



Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes



Key Themes • Excerpts from the documentary My Brooklyn examine the transformation of Downtown Brooklyn and its effects on small businesses and neighborhood character, history, and culture



We Are Here: Stories of Displacment and Resistance



Base layer run time ≈ 6 minutes



Key Themes • City council recognition of the contributions of Mardi Gras Indians • Learn about the history of Indians “battling” and the different roles in the tribes • See the amount of work required to put together a proper Indian suit



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/sewing-home



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/out-old-new



A look at how mass evictions fueled by rapid gentrification are displacing artists, elders and people of color in San Francisco and beyond. Base Layer Run Time ≈ 8 minutes



Contributors: Royce Osborne



Tags: Culture, Post-Katrina Displacement, Rebuilding, Tourism, Mardi Gras Indians



Tags: Gentrification, African-American Business, Brooklyn



Contributors: Anti-Eviction Mapping Project Key Themes • Gentrification and displacement as a result of the Tech Boom in San Francisco • Data-visualizations of no-fault evictions and changing neighborhood demographics in the Bay Area • Personal anecdotes of culture and community in San Francisco



Tags: Gentrification, Eviction, San Francisco, Artist, Ellis Act, Real Estate, Activism



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/we-are-here-stories-displacement-resistance



COMMUNITY/COMMODITY: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



One of the most controversial elements of urban redevelopment over the last several decades has been the transformation of public services like housing, education and health-care into public-private partnerships. These changes have influenced urban policy, politics, community and economic development in numerous ways. Many are pushing back against the influence of the profit-motive in the provision of services that are considered by many nations to be basic human rights. The three videos in this category speak to this dramatic shift with examples from around the country, including the post-Katrina shuttering of New Orleans’ biggest public hospital, the creation of a successful Community Land Trust in Boston, and the transformation of public housing into privately managed communities in New Orleans, Chicago and Detroit .



• What themes unite the stories and videos in this section? • Identify the different perspectives in each story/video: which ones do you identify with and why? • What was Charity hospital and how was it different than the new healthcare facilities being built? • What is a “safety net”? Whose responsibility is it to ensure the existence of a safety net? • What is a “Community Land Trust” and how is it different than other kinds of affordable housing or home ownership? • Where do former public housing residents go when they can’t return to new developments? • What is the “Choice Neighborhoods Initiative” and how is it different or similar to past public housing programs like HOPE VI? • What is “concentration of poverty” and how is it (or isn’t it) a problem that needs to be addressed? • Should housing, healthcare, and education be “human rights”? If so, how would U.S policy need to change to reflect a human-rights framework? If not, why not? • Do working-class communities of color have equal access to high-quality housing and health-care? If not, what are some of the repercussions?



The Life and Death of Charity



• • • • 



Key Themes What Charity hospital meant to people, and what services it delivered as part of the public health safety net Mental health care crisis in the city of New Orleans Alternative proposed rehabilitations that were not considered Official disregard for the structural integrity of public housing buildings compared and contrasted to debate over Charity hospital



This Land Is Our Land



Key Themes • Learn about how Community Land Trusts work as tools to prevent foreclosure and gentrification. • Footage of the “People’s Bailout” movement against foreclosures. • Hear Dudley Square residents and organizers talk about their work to both preserve and develop their community.



Charity Hospital has served New Orleans’ uninsured and poor since 1939. But the iconic hospital has remained closed since Hurricane Katrina, despite minimal damage from the storm. Now, developers, government officials, and healthcare providers contest the fate of the shuttered building. The Life and Death of Charity was produced in partnership with the documentary film “Big Charity”. The video also draws parallels to the controversial closing of public housing post-Katrina. Base layer run time ≈ 6 minutes



Tags: New Orleans, Charity Hospital, Public Hospital, Health Care, Privatization



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/life-and-death-charity



As the foreclosure crisis raged, one community of working-class, Black and Latino homeowners in the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston managed to keep their homes, thanks to an innovative community land trust that ensures permanently affordable housing. Learn more about how Dudley Neighborhoods Inc. promotes “development without displacement”, on coveted land in the heart of Boston. Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes



Tags: Boston, Community Land Trust, Foreclosure URL: http://landofopportunityinteractive. com/#/video/land-our-land



Bricks and Sticks: Public vs. Private



Key Themes • Hear debates surrounding national housing low-income housing policy and arguments around the “concentration of poverty” rationale. • Learn in-depth about the challenges and tradeoffs with public-private partnerships for affordable housing and the “mixed-income” model. • Learn about the future of public housing in New Orleans and across the country through the Choice Neighborhoods Initiative.



Watch an in-depth dialogue, rooted in post-Katrina New Orleans, about the national trend towards transforming public housing developments into smaller mixed income communities built and managed by private developers. Hear the perspectives of developers, planners, residents,advocates and politicians as they debate some of the more controversial questions behind the shift: Is access to decent, affordable housing a human right? Are mixed-income developments funded by public-private partnerships the best way to create diverse, thriving communities? Where do former public housing residents go when they can’t return to the new developments? Base layer run time ≈ 10 minutes



Tags: New Orleans, Public Housing, Mixed-Income, Privatization, Chicago



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/bricks-and-sticks-publicvs-private



EXCLUSION/ENGAGEMENT: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



• What themes unite the stories and videos in this section? • Identify the different perspectives in each story/video: which ones do you identify with and why? • Do you think the opinions of youth matter in your community or in politics in general? For what kinds of issues is it important to have the engagement and participation of youth? • What is different about the developer’s work in Atlanta versus the vision of some New Orleans residents? • What is participatory budgeting and how is it different from how decisions are made in most cities in the United States? • What kinds of projects would you suggest if you could take part in participatory budgeting?



Since the civil rights era, when urban renewal programs led to extremely disproportionate impacts on low-income and minority neighborhoods in cities, urban redevelopment programs have sought to achieve neighborhood buy-in and participation to improve outcomes and lessen the negative impacts. While democratic input is generally considered beneficial, there are serious questions as to the extent to which promoting “participation” can also lead participants to believe that they have contributed when in fact they not been given any meaningful capacity to shape important outcomes. The four interactive videos in this category explore themes of democracy and participation through the youth organizing work of the Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative in Boston, the entrepreneurial and political engagement of a New Orleanian painter, resident organizing in public housing across the country, and new proposals for participatory budgeting in cities across the United States.



Your City. Your Money. You Decide.



Youth Rising Find out why New Orleans needs Participatory Budgeting. Base layer run time ≈ 4 minutes



Base layer run time ≈ 6 minutes



Contributors: Meerkat Media, Participatory Budgeting NOLA, New Orleans Coalition for Open Governance



Key Themes • New Orleanians talk about their vision for projects in their communities and organize to bring Participatory Budgeting to New Orleans • Snapshots of successes and information from other pilot cities nationally and internationally • New Orleanian public housing residents and allies challenge Atlanta-based developers on their vision for redevelopment



Middle Passage



Tags: Participatory Budgeting, Civic Engagement, New York, New Orleans, Vallejo URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/your-city-your-moneyyou-decide



Contributors: Gaining Ground



Key Themes • Youth organizing in post-Katrina New Orleans, including a Vietnamese community that successfully shut down a toxic landfill in their neighborhood. • “A Loud Color” explores one man’s work to set up youth programming and space in the central city neighborhood after Hurricane Katrina



Tags: Youth, Civic Engagement, Community Land Trust, Boston



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/youth-rising



Speaking Truth to Power Young Chicago public housing residents challenge politicians on the redevelopment of their community.



Artist and activist Marcus Akinlana espouses a philosophy of economic and cultural self-determination for African-Americans in New Orleans.



Base layer run time ≈ 3 minutes



Contributors: Cabrini Green: Mixing It Up, Edward Goetz



Base layer run time ≈ 4 minutes



Tags: Marcus Akinlana, Culture, Community Activism, Entrepreneurship Key Themes • Visit Marcus’ gallery in the French Quarter • Marcus mentors young cousins about entrepreneurship and being artists in New Orleans



See how the Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative in Boston creates opportunities for youth to have a say in the future of their community.



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/middle-passage



• • • • 



Key Themes Excerpts from New Deal Ruins by Ed Goetz on transformation of Public Housing in cities across the country including Atlanta, Chicago, and New Orleans Closed-door meeting in 2006 between New Orleans public housing residents and Mayor Ray Nagin Detroit housing activists occupy vacant public housing in act of non-violent civil disobedience. Chicago tenant organizing



Tags: Public Housing, Youth, Chicago, Mixed-Income Redevelopment



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/#/video/speaking-truth-power



KATRINA/SANDY: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



Interactive Katrina/Sandy Timeline How do we learn from the past? This interactive timeline compares and contrasts the storms and aftermaths of Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, from the hours after landfall to those looking to promote more resilient and sustainable cities for the future. Using multimedia archives and stories from New York and the Gulf Coast, this timeline goes in depth into the similarities and differences between these two devastating events, and looks at those trying to rebuild for better a future. This timeline also features an exclusive “toggling” capability, which allows the user to move seamlessly between parallel stages comparing Katrina and Sandy in in the timeline. Featuring a collaboration with award-‐winning documentary mediamakers from Sandy Storyline, the interactive videos in the timeline contain stories that illustrate both the differences and similarities between Katrina and Sandy at four intervals: Storm, Aftermath, Recovery/Rebuilding, and Future.



• Identify the different perspectives in each video: which ones do you identify with and why? • How were the immediate federal responses to Hurricane Katrina and Sandy different? • What are the different ways in which “looting” was portrayed in the aftermath of Katrina and Sandy? • What influenced individual and family decisions to stay or evacuate before each hurricane? • Have you or anyone you know ever been a victim of a disaster and needed to deal with FEMA in the aftermath? • What are some of the hurdles facing homeowners seeking to rebuild their damaged homes in the wake of each disaster? How did (or didn’t) they change from Katrina to Sandy? • What are some specific challenges facing renters in the wake of disaster? • What kinds of lessons would you draw from the similarities and differences between the national response to Sandy versus Katrina? • How can we better support traditionally under-served communities to prepare for and recover from large-scale disasters? TIP: Remember that this interactive timeline features an exclusive “toggling” capability, which allows the user to move seamlessly between parallel stories comparing Katrina and Sandy. To navigate to the corresponding story just click on the arrow.



STORM The Storm and Emerging After Sandy



1. New Yorkers remember the night that Sandy made landfall.



STORM/AFTERMATH Voices Emerge From the Aftermath of Sandy Base layer run times ≈ 6 minutes URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/emerging-after-sandy



2. Voices emerge from the aftermath of Sandy.



Sandy Key Themes • Maps and data on storm damage and flooding • Testimonials of storm experiences • Report: Furman Center on Real Estate: “Sandy’s Effects on Housing in New York City.” • Documentary on “Occupy Sandy” grassroots relief effort



Base layer run times ≈ 4, 6 minutes respectively URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/storm-sandy



Sandy



Key Themes • Aerial shots of damage caused by Sandy • Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy (2013): Sandy’s Effects on Housing in New York City • Sandy’s expensive toll on municipal services • Documentary on “Occupy Sandy” grassroots relief effort



Three Days With Katrina



Tr’Vel’s Guardian Angel



Katrina Key Themes • Excerpts from “Floodlines: Community Resistance from Katrina to the Jena Six” by Jordan Flaherty (2010). • Trauma impacts on children of disasters



Twelve year-old New Orleanian Tr’Vel Lyons recounts how he and his mother survived Katrina with the help of a guardian angel.



New Orleans filmmaker William Sabourin turned his camera on the chaos and community that he witnessed during Katrina and its aftermath.



Base layer run time ≈ 4 minutes



Base layer run time ≈ 8 minutes



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/trvels-guardian-angel



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/three-days-katrina



Katrina Key Themes • Historic and spiritual significance of hurricanes on the Gulf Coast. • Community and care amid chaos in the wake of disaster • Perspectives on “looting,” law and order and survival



AFTERMATH Darker Side of Dreamland



RECOVERY/REBUILDING The Time In Between



Two renters left without heat or electricity battle cold weather and mold for months in Coney Island.



New Jersey homeowner Deborah Turner is caught in a tangle of red tape trying to rebuild after Sandy.



Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes



Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/darker-side-dreamland



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/time-between



Sandy



Key Themes • Hear why some New Yorkers chose to stay. • Read about the mold legacy of Sandy • Report (2013): Housing Policy for a Strong and Equitable City” by Benjamin Dulchin, Moses Gates, and Barika Williams, Association of Neighborhood Housing Developers.



Sandy Key Themes • News articles on rebuilding funds from congress • Delays for storm victims receiving aid



Al Aubry Struggles to Rebuild



Holdout



Katrina Key Themes • How Nonprofits responded to Katrina • Dealing with animals during and after disaster • Recovery data on the Mid-City neighborhood of New Orleans



A portrait of Jimmy, a life-long New Orleanian who refused to leave his beloved home and pets during and after Katrina.



Al Aubry and his family adapt to life in a FEMA trailer while waiting to rebuild their home.



Base layer run time ≈ 6 minutes



Base layer run time ≈ 5 minutes



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/holdout



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive.com/video/new-orleans-resident-al-aubry-struggles-rebuild



Katrina • • • • 



Key Themes Urban farming on the rise in New Orleans Life in FEMA trailers Road Home program and racial discrimination Problems with demolitions: some too hasty, some needlessly delayed



FUTURE Share Your Story



CLASSROOM USE AND ASSIGNMENTS



The Land of Opportunity team has partnered with professors in a range of departments in undergraduate and graduate classrooms across the country to gain insights into how students and educators can make the most out of this engaging tool. These recommendations break down into two areas: guiding students through an in-class exercise, and providing context for out-of-class or homework assignments. • “The tool lends itself to individual exploration -- either homework assignments after a quick inclass explanation, or small groups in class with plenty of time to explore.” • “If projecting the platform in class to explain how it works, have a pre-determined plan of which triggers to follow. Some of the triggers lead to nodal content that is non-video, such as excerpts from reports, news articles, scholarly articles and books, which will be harder to read when projected and less dynamic for demonstrative purposes.” • Following from above, non-video nodal content works best when students can read at their own pace, as with a homework assignment. • “Getting that mix of out-of-class assignments and in-class discussion/collective experience will maximize the platform’s ability to help students make connections between issues and policies that are often discussed separately.”



Watch “Right to Return”



Key Themes • ”Right to Return” debate among planners and activists/residents • A look at the “Shrinking Cities” debate among planners and activists/residents with examples from around the USA. • 2010 Census Data showing population losses and demographic changes in New Orleans and the Lower 9th ward



URL: http://beta.landofopportunityinteractive. com/video/right-return Please Note: This section contains no additional nodal content. It only links out to the “Right to Return” video (see above) and to the Sandy Storyline website.



The platform can also be paired with the Land of Opportunity feature-length documentary film (97 mins), which documents the post-Katrina reconstruction of New Orleans through the eyes of a diverse group of people from different walks of life. The platform is an excellent way to allow students to gain greater insight into the issues and people presented in the film. There are many ways to integrate the film and platform into in-class and out-of-class assignments. See the sample assignments below for suggestions on how to integrate the film and interactive platform together.



\\\ STEP ONE: THE BASICS /// Watch the base layer of an RMV all the way through without clicking on any triggers. In two or three sentences below, summarize the main issues, debates, policies, or concepts that you see in the video. If you heard or saw any interesting quotes, facts or figures, or images that made you want to learn more, write them in below as well. Title of video: Synopsis:



\\\ STEP TWO: BREAKING IT DOWN /// Now go back and watch the video again, but this time click on three different triggers that interest you. Follow those triggers as well as any other triggers that are contained within them. Explain why you chose those triggers in particular and how they added to your understanding of the issues presented in the base layer video. Trigger 1 Title: Synopsis:



Key moments or quotes:



Trigger 2 Title: Synopsis:



Trigger 3 Title: Synopsis:



\\\ STEP THREE: SYNTHESIS /// Now that you have seen several layers of the video, think about the connections you made and how they enriched your understanding of the subject, and how this relates to our readings in class. Write a 2 page response to your experience with the RMV, and be prepared to discuss these connections in class.



ASSIGNING THE FEATURE FILM AND PLATFORM AS HOMEWORK The options offered below offer ways for you to integrate the full-length feature film with the interactive platform. Depending on the amount of time available in your class, which can vary from 45 minutes to nearly 3 hours, the film can act as a prelude assignment or be shown in the first half of a longer lecture or seminar.



Option 1: Film as Prologue to class Arrange for students to see the feature film as an assignment before class, or choose segments to view in class, depending on time constraints. The issues and people presented in the film can then act as a jumping-off point from which students can explore by navigating the interactive platform independently. The teacher can also guide the class through an issue more specifically and in-depth, such as public health, environmental justice, planning, or housing. Option 2: Film and Platform as assignment or essay Land of Opportunity the film and interactive platform can be effectively used, alone or in conjunction with other resources, as source material for longer writing assignments on issues of politics and policy in a variety of areas and disciplines. The ample supply of case study examples are particularly useful for showing how “real-world” events often do not work out the way that theories of public administration and politics would have us believe. The following 10-12 page writing assignment was given by Professor Cedric Johnson to his undergraduate class in 2015 at UIC, which was cross-listed under Political Science and African-American Studies.



“The Land of Opportunity interactive site allows you to wade deeper into some of the issues addressed in the film, and hopefully, to connect those issues to your own city and communities. Spend some time exploring the site and the various short films, reports and other embedded materials related to these four issue areas: a) Devastation/ Rebuilding b) Displacement/ Home c) Community/ Commodity d) Exclusion/ Engagement Develop a paper that explores ONE (1) of the issues listed above. Your paper should make use of the Land of Opportunity documentary, material from the interactive site, and other relevant academic writings, and documentary films. Your paper must answer the following questions: What is the core problem or conflict here? What major actors or social forces are responsible for creating this problem? What particular sections of the population are most affected, and in what specific ways are they impacted? How might citizens, activists and politicians address or solve this problem? Are there any successful public policy or civic approaches that serve as helpful models?”
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