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Lanier Middle School



Student Handbook



2017-2018



Principal’s Welcome The 2017-2018 school year promises to be an exciting year in which students will engage in STEM focused, project-based instruction. Our theme this year is “believe.” As the principal of Lanier Middle School, I “believe” that all students will learn, lead, and succeed. I “believe” that when students are provided with engaging, real-world instruction each day, this will manifest into high levels of achievement. It is our focus at Lanier Middle School to provide each and every student with an educational experience that is rigorous and relevant. As we continue our Lanier Cluster focus of innovation and creativity, I “believe” that our students will continue to produce outstanding work, projects, and accomplishments. Todd Hamilton Principal-Lanier Middle School



Mission and Vision Statement Vision Lanier Middle School will provide students the support to become innovative and successful citizens in a globally competitive and ever-changing society.



Mission Lanier Middle School will prepare students to engage academically, socially, and emotionally in order to learn, lead, and succeed in college and career endeavors.



Strategic Goals Ensure a safe and secure environment Provide relevant, rigorous, and engaging instruction Incorporate innovation into every aspect of teaching and learning Facilitate a socially conscious environment Continue to evolve with emerging instructional technologies Maintain and grow a faculty dedicated to the organization Provide purposeful feedback to students and parents in a timely manner Communicate effectively with the school community Nurture positive, social, and emotion growth through every interaction Analyze local, state, national, and international data to inform instruction & optimize student achievement



Welcome to Lanier!
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Student Hours



Homeroom begins at 8:50 AM and classes conclude daily at 4:00 PM. Student Check-Ins and Check-Outs Any student arriving after school has started at 9:20 AM will be considered tardy and should sign-in at the front office to receive a late pass to class. If a student attends school for less than half a day, (12:45 PM) he/ she will be counted absent. Students will only be released for check-out from school to a parent/guardian or to a person who has been approved by a parent/guardian. Anyone checking a student out of school is required to show a valid photo ID. In order to avoid classroom disruption and to preserve academic instructional time, check-outs are not permitted after 3:30 PM.



Student Transportation Morning: Students who are car riders should be dropped off at 8:50 AM using the Buford Dam Road entrance. If a student is required to be dropped off before 8:50 AM for a school activity or morning tutoring, he/she must enter the building using the main entrance by the cafeteria. Students arriving to school prior to 8:50 AM should report to the cafeteria for silent study hall to read or complete an academic activity. Students will be released to the activity or tutoring at 8:15 AM; students who are not attending tutoring or another activity will remain silently engaged in an academic activity in the cafeteria until released to homeroom at 8:50 AM. Students are not permitted to return to the cafeteria after the assigned activity or tutoring. Afternoon: Car riders should be picked up beginning at 4:00 PM using the Buford Dam Road entrance only. Bus Passes To ride any bus other than their own, students must have a pass issued through the front office. These are assigned only for emergency situations. Students must bring their request for a bus pass to the front office upon arrival for approval. Make-Up Work It is the student’s responsibility to obtain assignments missed due to an absence and to submit the work by the decided due date. Students can also monitor eCLASS and the student or parent portal to see assignments missed during an absence. Student assignments are posted on eCLASS by 4:30PM daily. For each excused day a student is absent, two school days will be given to make-up any work. Again, it is the student’s responsibility to approach the teacher after an absence to make sure to receive any assignments and updates. Absence Notes Within two school days of returning to school, students should bring a note with their full legal name, the dates they were absent, the reason for the absence, and a parent/guardian’s signature. Students should take these notes directly to the front office as they enter the building upon return. Parents are strongly encouraged to use the “Absence Notification” link under the “Information tab” on the lanierms.org main page to inform the school early of an anticipated absence.
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Shorts and Skirts



Shorts and skirts that are shorter than the bottom of the finger tips when arms are straight down by the student’s side are unacceptable; slits or holes in garments must also fall below the fingertips. Leggings, jeggings, tight sweatpants, or tights should not be worn as pants. Pants Students should wear pants that fit appropriately. The waistline of garments must be on or above your hips with no under layer or undergarments showing at any time. Pants that are too baggy and cannot be kept at the waist and pajama bottoms are not allowed. Shirts Shirts must cover the midriff at all times. Other shirts/blouses that should not be worn to school include: lowcut, see-through, backless, lingerie-like, tube tops, halter tops, strapless tops, spaghetti straps, or tank tops. Shoes Shoes must be worn at all times. Bedroom slippers are not allowed to be worn as shoes. Accessories Headgear is prohibited and must be kept out of sight in the building. This includes: caps, sock caps, hats, birthday tiaras, hoods, bandanas, wave caps, sunglasses, or other head coverings. No combs, rakes, curlers, or picks may be worn in the hair. Exceptions for religious or medical reasons may be granted by the principal. Additionally, no accessories or jewelry that may be used as weapons are permitted; this includes wallet chains, spiked rings, spiked bracelets, two or three finger rings that are joined, and bulky chains worn around the neck or waist. Sharp objects that could pose a danger, such as fish hooks or safety pins, are not allowed on clothing or bags. Writing/Advertisement on Clothing No words, symbols, or artwork that advocate or depict violence, or that is inflammatory or suggestive of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products, sex, illegal gang affiliation (see below), hate groups, or other illegal activity should be expressed or implied. No student clothing shall be disruptive or have caused past disruption to the school environment. Gang-related attire includes (but is not limited to): Pants with one leg rolled up, over-sized pendants, bandanas, draping articles of clothing, belts, or towels out of pants pocket, over the shoulder/neck or to one side, and clothing that is not symmetrical. Teachers will send dress code violators to Mrs. Haddock’s office during homeroom. Parents will be contacted to bring a change of clothing for students dressed inappropriately or students may borrow an article of clothing from the school. Dress Code Violation notification will be provided to students to inform parents of the infraction. A disciplinary referral will be issued after the third dress code violation.
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Breakfast and Lunch



Students and parents may manage accounts and pay for meals daily or in advance using MyPaymentsPlus. Once a student’s account reaches a negative balance of $5.00, additional charges are not permitted until money is placed into the account. Parents/Guardians can register for an account online at http://www.mypaymentsplus.com. Students are able to purchase breakfast each morning beginning at 8:50 AM on their grade level hallway. Students eat their breakfast during homeroom. If students choose to bring their own breakfast or lunch to school, milk will be available for purchase. Drinks and Snacks Students may have water bottles containing water only and are free to drink the water during class; exceptions would include using a computer or participating in a lab. Each teacher has the discretion to establish a snack time. Students who enter the building with any drink other than water will be directed to the cafeteria to finish the drink. Additionally, students are not allowed to sell food or drinks of any kind. Gum chewing is not allowed. Personal Electronics Students assume all responsibility for any personal electronics brought to school. These items should be secured at all times, powered off, and out of sight unless a teacher has approved use of the item within their own classroom for an instructional activity. Earbuds are not to be seen or worn in school. Students may use their cell phone after school hours to call from an extracurricular activity or after they exit the school bus in the afternoon. A disciplinary referral will be issued after the second warning. Lockers Lockers are issued as a service and convenience, however, the school cannot guarantee the security of any locker. The school is not responsible for any items left in lockers, and valuables should never be left unattended. Students should not share their locker combination with anyone. Lockers are not the property of students and may be searched at any time by the administration without parent or student consent. A locker fee is charged for the maintenance of the locker; charges may be assessed due to vandalism or abuse. PE lockers are available during PE class; students should supply a personal lock for the locker. Textbooks and Other Equipment Textbooks are issued to students and considered a loan for the period in which the student uses the textbook. All books should be treated as borrowed property. In the event of loss or abuse of textbooks, whether accidental or purposeful, a student must pay for the book(s) in accordance with the scale fixed by the Board of Education. Band instruments, library books, electronic textbooks, and other school equipment and/or property should also be considered on loan for the period the student uses such equipment or materials. In the event of loss or abuse of instruments, equipment or property, restitution will be determined by the cost of replacement or repair of instruments, equipment, or school property .



When personally-owned property, equipment, or rented instruments are brought to school, the school does not assume responsibility for any loss or damage.
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Lanier Middle offers several opportunities for student involvement in clubs, organizations, and athletics:



Student Council The Student Council at Lanier Middle School provides an opportunity for students from all grade levels to participate in service and school-spirit activities. The Council meets regularly to vote on school–wide activities and to provide student input. Election of officers is held each fall and officers are selected from qualified students as follows: Eighth Grade – President and Treasurer Seventh Grade – Vice President Sixth Grade – Secretary Clubs



Announcements will be made during school hours and a listing will be published online to announce the unique variety of student clubs offered during the year. Please review the updated list on the school website at www.lanierms.org to find detailed club information and specific membership requirements. Athletics Gwinnett County recognizes the following sports for middle school: Seventh and Eighth Grade Boys Basketball, Seventh and Eighth Grade Girls Basketball, and Seventh and Eighth Grade Cheerleading. Students wishing to try out for and participate in one of the above listed teams must meet the GHSAA eligibility requirements including: 



Meeting all requirements for promotion into seventh/eighth grade







Earning promotion into the current grade







Passing four of five courses the previous semester







Maintaining eligibility by passing five of the six classes first semester







Submitting current physical exam conducted by a medical doctor, insurance, or waiver, and parent consent prior to participating in an athletic activity (only the Gwinnett County provided Physical Form will be accepted).



*Coaches have the authority to remove any athlete from the team at any time (with AD approval) for academic and/or behavioral concerns. Intramurals



Intramurals are offered for students during the fall and spring and are designed to involve all students and to provide sports activities among groups of students at the local school. The program begins prior to school and lasts for an hour and a half. The intramural program is free and under the direction of the physical education department. Students must have a signed permission form to participate in this program. There are no intramurals during the basketball season or on school-wide testing days.
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Grading Scale for Gwinnett County Public Schools



The grade is a report of individual student progress. The Gwinnett County Public School grading scale is as follows: A = 90 - 100



B = 80 - 89



C = 74 - 79



D = 70 - 73



U = Below 70



Academic Integrity and Cheating The use of any electronic device to aid in any assignment or assessment is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by the teacher or the assessment proctor. Copying, generating, storing, accessing, photographing, or transmitting course work or solutions through your own device or someone else’s is prohibited. All coursework submitted must be the student’s original work. Plagiarism (failure to cite and quote) of published work of any length is prohibited. Academic integrity violations will be handled at the teacher’s discretion and may result in a disciplinary referral. Information Through the Parent/Student Portal and Social Media The Parent Portal is available to all families as a means of monitoring the academic progress and attendance of students. Parents will need a valid photo ID, an email account, and access to the internet; students are also provided access to the student portal. Students are highly encouraged to use this tool as it provides them access to a wealth of resources that can assist in their academic growth. Please be sure to visit the school website for updated information at www.lanierms.org or follow LMS on Twitter @lanierms. A YouTube channel titled “TheLMSLonghorns,” Lanier Middle School Facebook page, and the weekly Longhorn Loop are available to provide the community with updated information. Please see the information tab on our school website to register for these online communication tools. eCLASS eCLASS is an online environment used to facilitate teaching and learning, enhance communication, and strengthen the link between school and home. Students are required and parents are also strongly encouraged to frequently visit teacher webpages through eCLASSS in order to review detailed information regarding all classroom assignments and assessments. Teachers will utilize their eCLASS course page as their primary means of communication. Parent/Teacher Conferences Conferences are essential for parents and teachers to work together cooperatively. Communication between home and school is vital in providing the best education for our children. Parents may request a teacher conference at any time by contacting individual teachers, counselors, assistant principals, or the school.
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Medication



All medication, both prescription and non-prescription, must be brought to school by the parent and given directly to the school clinic worker. Students who are in possession of medication are subject to disciplinary action as outlined under Gwinnett County Public Schools Code of Conduct. Guidance and Counseling Guidance and counseling services are available to all students. The guidance and counseling program is developmental in nature and attempts to provide a continuous sequence of activities to foster growth in the areas of personal development, including interpersonal skills, decision-making skills, citizenship skills, study skills, self-management, self-concept, conflict resolution, and communication skills. To accomplish this, individual, group, and family counseling services are available upon request. Management Plan Lanier Middle School’s student management plan is designed to ensure an effective learning environment for all students. This plan is consistent with current school procedures and Gwinnett County Code of Conduct for students. Students and parents are strongly encouraged to report any incidents of possible misconduct, mistreatment, bullying, or harassment directly to the school. Students and parents may report allegations directly to a teacher, counselor, or administrator. Gwinnett County Public Schools Board policy provides a complaint procedure for students (policy JCE) who feel aggrieved because of his/her race, religion, gender, national origin, creed, or disability. Statement of Nondiscrimination Lanier Middle School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in educational programs, activities, or employment practices. Instructional Services Contact It is the practice of the Gwinnett County Public Schools to provide instructional and related services appropriate to a free appropriate public education for individuals with documented disabilities. Individuals may contact their local school (770) 945-8419 for information regarding such services. Title IX Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability. If any member of your family needs assistance or has any questions regarding website accessibility, please reach out to your Local School Title IX Coordinator. You may contact your Local School Title IX Coordinator for assistance by writing or calling: Todd Hamilton Local School Title IX Coordinator: 6482 Suwanee Dam Road, Sugar Hill , GA 30518 / (770)-945– 8419
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