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A semestral publication of the Eastern Visayas Regional Development Council is a Waray/Cebuano term for vision



EV-RDC:



Leading the Way



Editor’s Message 3



Dear Reader,
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Welcome to the world of the Eastern Visayas Regional Development Council!
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The RDC is the primary institution created by law to accelerate socio economic development of the region. As such, it plays a critical role in our search for a better life. It is already 40 years old. Unfortunately, despite RDC’s age, not every Juan and Maria know that it exists and what it is up to. The few who have heard of RDC may not know it well enough.
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So what really is RDC? Why was it organized? Who composes it? What is it doing? What can you expect from it? And what does it expect from you? Its role as the development gatekeeper of the region is not an easy task. RDC’s mere existence does not guarantee solutions to our problems. The organization needs a lot of cooperation and support from all stakeholders from all corners of the region to be able to effectively deliver its mandate.
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Lantaw is our way of making the RDC of Eastern Visayas known to the public. Unless people are aware about RDC’s existence and know what the organization is doing, support to its development efforts would be very hard to come by. We strongly believe that heightened awareness will lead to action, for we will never practice what we don’t believe in. We won’t believe in what we don’t understand. We won’t understand something we are not even aware of. Hence, awareness-raising is critical to making things happen in Region 8. This is the principle that inspired the RDC VIII to come up with this magazine. Lantaw is our way of bringing the RDC closer to you, and you to the RDC. In that way, we put our acts together towards the fulfillment of our dream to make Eastern Visayas a better place. In this maiden issue of Lantaw, we share with you stories of RDC activities over the first half of 2012. Notice that our cover story is about the EVRDC, which features must-know information about the organization – at least the basic ones. In the back cover, you will have a glimpse of the RDC officials – who they are, the positions they are holding in the RDC and their concurrent positions in other agencies, their contact details, and of course, how they look! Owing from the principles of effective development communication, we tried our best to make this as reader-friendly as possible. This maiden issue may not be exactly flawless but it’s a product of hard work and love for the people of Region 8. We have a number of relevant stories that come in simply-worded articles and colorful pictures. Since this is just our first attempt, we look at this as work in progress. The next issues will be better – that we promise you. But you’ve got to help us. Your feedback and contributions are welcome and will be greatly appreciated. Again, this is just the beginning. We hope to build stronger connections with you through future issues of Lantaw. Let this magazine be our bridge. We hope that our strong linkage will likewise be our bridge to the elusive better life that we all have been clamoring for in this part of the country. Happy reading!
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RDC exhibit during the 2010 RDC Week Celebration, Robinson’s Place, Tacloban City



Cover Story



EV-RDC: Leading the Way



Regional line agencies are run by directors, provinces by governors, and cities and municipalities by mayors. But what about a region—who runs it? Ever wonder who leads the way for each of the 17 regions of the country?



I



t is the Regional Development Council (RDC). The RDC is the primary institution that sets the socio-economic direction of the region and coordinates regional development efforts. The RDC was purposely created to strengthen local governance and to accelerate the socio-economic development of the region. Who are the officials and members of the Eastern Visayas (EV) RDC and how are they selected? For the term 2010-2013, the EV-RDC is chaired by the Honorable Carlos Jericho L. Petilla, who is also the Governor of the Province of Leyte. Chairman Petilla, expands his commitment to genuine public service from the Province of Leyte to the people of the entire Eastern Visayas Region. This is manifested in his efforts to harmonize strategic actions, both from the government and private



sectors, towards a common development direction. Aligned with the Regional Development Plan (RDP) thrusts, Chair Petilla actively lobbies for airport development, sett ing up of hotels, road construction for peace and development, and other infrastructure projects and facilities to promote tourism and open up more agri-business opportunities in the region. He also takes the lead in advancing Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in Eastern Visayas. This is evident in the successful operation of the ICT Park in the Province of Leyte where APAC – the first call center in the region – is located. Believing that education is the basic foundation of any advancement effort, he strongly advocates and supports the improvement of the quality of education, especially in state universities and colleges (SUCs) 3



through programs, projects and policies that serve the interest of both the less privileged students and education institutions in EV. The RDC Chair presides over regular Council meetings and activities. The Co-Chair of the EV-RDC is Mr. Tiburcio A. Morales, Jr., who also sits as the RDC Private Sector Representative (PSR) for the Cooperative Sector. Co-Chair Morales is a retired Regional Director of the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) with various achievements and recognitions in



government service. As dynamic as the Chair, Co-Chair Morales, together with the 13 RDC VIII PSRs, is likewise actively involved and supportive of development efforts in the region. He, with his group, assists in identifying issues concerning the private sector, specifically in the areas of cooperatives, environment; tourism; micro, small and medium enterprises; banking; rural workers; fishery; energy; agri-business; labor; academe; health; private media; and transportation. They help address these concerns by tapping the governments’ programs and projects, and proposing related policies to the RDC. Co-Chair Morales and the other RDC PSRs are the Council’s chief stakeholders in strengthening public-private partnership in Eastern Visayas. The RDC Chair and Co-Chair are nominated by the regular members o f t h e C o un ci l. T h e y a r e subsequently appointed by the President of the Philippines. They have a fixed term of three years,



coinciding with the regular term of local elective officials. The National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) Regional Office VIII serves as the secretariat of the RDC. Atty. Bonifacio G. Uy, the OIC-Regional Director of the NEDA VIII, serves as the ex-officio Vice-Chair of the RDC. The NEDA VIII Assistant Regional Director, Purisima E. Sanopo, serves as the Secretary. Atty. Uy assumed his post as the new OIC-Director of NEDA VIII on April 10, 2012. Prior to his re-assignment, he served as the Assistant Regional Director in NEDA Region XI for 6 years. As such, he also served as Secretary to the Council’s counterpart in Region XI. This equipped him with substantial knowledge and experience about the RDC. Since his assumption, Atty. Uy exhibited a commendable performance of his duties and responsibilities to the Council. He has initiated several consultations with the private sector to address the latter’s concerns



RDC officials and members review the proposed programs and projects during the RDC Executive Committee Meeting on February 23, 2012.
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regarding the Regional Development Plan. He changed the secretariat’s set -up from sectoral to functional to provide for a more efficient and effective services to the Council and its sectoral committees. Under his lead, the Secretariat has continued to work on the RDP accompanying documents (i.e. Regional Development Investment Program, District Profiles, Tourism, Agri-business and ICT Roadmaps, etc.) to more concretely define the strategies needed to attain the desired development of Region VIII. On the other hand, ARD Purisima Sanopo has been serving the Council for more than 10 years now. In support of the Vice-Chair, ARD Sanopo leads the provision of responsive Secretariat support to the Council. She has initiated significant changes in NEDA VIII’s administrative and technical operations in support to the RDC. During RDC meetings and activities, ARD Sanopo lea ds in th e Secretariat’s on-time preparation of resolutions, secretariat’s briefs, and other pertinent documents. She also directs effective coordination processes with and among the Council members. The Council has four Sectoral Committees (SecComs) chaired by the agency regional directors, appointed by the RDC Chair. These are the: 1) Development Administration Committee (DAC) RD Imelda C. Laceras of the Department of Budget and Management (DBM); 2) Economic Development Committee (EDC) RD Cynthia R. Nierras of the



RDC officials and members approves for endorsement the 2013 Budget Allocation of Agency Regional Offices and State Universities and Colleges for On-going Programs and Projects and Poverty Alleviation Projects of target poor LGUs during the RDC Full Council Meeting on Apr. 27, 2012.



Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) ; 3) Infrastructure Development Committee (IDC) - RD Rolando M. Asis of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH); and 4) Social Development Committee (SDC) RD Edgardo M. Esperancilla of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST). The SecCom Chairs serve as the four pillars of the Council supporting the RDC Chair. They spearhead review and recommendation on programs, projects and policies with region-wide impact for RDC approval/endorsement and integration of sectoral plans and programs of LGUs into regional sectoral plans. The SecCom Chairs are actively present during Council meetings and activities, and are always on-call by the Council. Indeed, the Council is privileged to have a line-up of SecCom Chairs, acting as exemplars of dedication and commitment to government service. They selflessly share their knowledge and experience in rationalizating and harmonizing development efforts in the economic, development administration, infrastructure and social sectors. Apart from its officials, the RDC is also composed of local government units. The provincial governors, city mayors and capital town mayors sit as regular members. Their presence in the Council is an opportunity to validate regional issues and concerns on local governance and encourage active participation in planning and implementing development programs, projects, and policies for the region. The major regional line agencies are also regular members of the Council. Other regional line agencies are also accepted as special non-voting members. The congresspersons, who have signified their interest to be members, sit as members of the RDC’s Advisory Committee. They advise, assist, and support the Council in discharging its functions. Bonded with honest, reliable, and accountable public service, the officials and members of the RDC, hand-in-hand, lead our way, to ensure that we attain socio-economic development in Eastern Visayas, as aptly described in the RDP vision—where men and women are secure, are self-sufficient and are economically empowered.



- Meliza Bacolbas 5



NEDA briefs CCI on EV-RDP



R



ecognizing the vital role of the private sector in the government’s efforts to attain the desired development in the region, the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) Regional Office 8 held briefings on the Eastern Visayas Regional Development Plan (EV-RDP) for the Chamber of Commerce and Industries (CCIs)-Eastern Visayas Chapter on February 2 and March 22, 2012. During the briefings, NEDA 8 explained that the RDP focuses on to uri s m, ag ri -b us in es s an d Information and Communications Technology (ICT) since it is in these areas that Eastern Visayas has a comparative advantage over other regions. The agency presented to the CCIs the economic performance of Eastern Visayas in the seven-year period, 2004-2010. Respective representatives of concerned line agencies also presented the situation, performance and targets along the region’s livestock and poultry, abaca, fishery, and high value commercial crops (banana, mango, pineapple, vegetables, coffee, jackfruit, and cacao). The concept of Gross Value Added (GVA) was also explained and how GVA targets in the RDP were pegged so as to meet the targeted average GRDP growth rate of 5.4% for 2011-2016.



RDC Secretariat explains to the Chamber of Commerce Industries (CCIs) - Eastern Visayas members the developments of the EV-RDP.



The CCIs raised some issues and concerns during the briefings. These are the RDP’s lack of detailed assessment of the region’s poor economic performance in 2004-2010, high poverty incidence, lack of data on the primary products or services of every province, and lack of specific actions to address the challenges cited in the RDP. Agencies concerned such as the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), the Department of Agriculture (DA) and its attached agencies, the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), and the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) responded to some of these issues. They clarified to the CCIs the targets for the GVAs of the aforesaid major agricultural products. They also agreed to look into the suggestions of the CCIs on 6



how to improve the development strategies in the Plan. Members of the CCIs expressed their gratitude to the government agencies for responding to their concerns, particularly on the GRDP targets and the detailed action plan on how to achieve the GRDP target growth rate of 5.4% and to have less poor people from 41.4% in 2009 down to 21.6% in 2016. They also expressed their willingness to participate and cooperate in all planning activities where the RDP is concerned, and help the agencies meet their targets. The briefings resulted to the concurrence of a strong partnership between the public and private sectors to make Eastern Visayas a tourism haven, agri-business leader, and ICT leader. - Meliza Y. Bacolbas



Disaster concerns soon to be integrated in plans of 4 pilot provinces



A



project called “Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation (DRR-CCA) in Local Development Planning and Processes Project” pushes for the mainstreaming of disaster concerns in the Provincial Development Physical Framework Plans (PDPFPs) of selected provinces in the region. The four pilot provinces are Samar, Leyte, Southern Leyte, and Biliran. The project became a vehicle for the preparation of Disaster Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (DRVA) Reports in these four pilot areas. The DRVA reports offered significant conclusions on the degree of susceptibility, exposure and capacity of the provinces to cope with the impacts of climate change. Each DRVA report comes in two parts. The first part discusses the geographic/administrative/political profile of the province, which includes its potentials and vital role in attaining the development of the region and the country. The second part is the vulnerability assessment, which contains hazards characterization and description of the vulnerability of population, different land uses, critical infrastructure to disaster risks. Vulnerability is measured in terms of susceptibility, exposure, and adaptive capability to climate change of the local government units. The DRVA report of Samar cited the central business district of Catbalogan City proper as vulnerable to flood, particularly the residential houses and other structures constructed along unstable areas such as footslopes and



riverbanks. The most rain-induced landslide susceptible municipalities in terms of area affected are Calbayog City, Paranas, Hinabangan, Matuguinao, and Basey. In its report, the Province of Biliran is cited as prone to flood and landslide usually brought about by typhoons. Of the 132 total barangays, 126 are prone to landslides. Its capital town, Naval, is the most exposed in terms of liquefaction or the weakening of soil due to ground shaking. Eighteen out of its 26 barangays, plus nine other barangays from other municipalities, are susceptible to liquefaction. The Province of Leyte DRVA report showed that the province is multi-hazard prone. A total of 1,090 barangays, out of the 1,641 barangays in the 40 municipalities of the province, are flood-exposed including the cities of Baybay, Ormoc and Tacloban. There are some 466 barangays highly susceptible to liquefaction, covering a population of 996,818. Meanwhile, Southern Leyte is assessed to be one of the ten provinces in the country that are highly susceptible to natural disasters due to location, terrain, changing patterns of rainfall and rising sea levels. It is exposed to both hydrometeorologic and geologic hazards. Albeit initial significant assessments, the DRVAs of the four pilot provinces are subject to refinement upon the availability of updated maps, new hazard events and information on the provinces’ constituent municipalities. The four pilot provinces organized and 7



constituted a provincial core team responsible for the preparation of the DRVA report. They also conducted consultations with component cities and municipalities, regional line agencies, and other stakeholders. The NEDA Regional Office VIII assisted the pilot provinces in the processing of hazard and thematic maps and preparation of their reports. The DRR-CCA project is being implemented by NEDA, in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) to mainstream the concerns of disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation into the PDPFP. Also, under the project, the pilot provinces are set to prepare the Disaster Risk Assessment (DRA) report upon the availability of the final methodology now being firmed up by the DRR-CCA project consultants. The DRA report is a twin document of the DRVA. It will focus on quantifying risks, that is, expected loss to life and damage to properties. The completion of the reports is just half of the work to be done. The more important task is to make sure that the di saster ri sks and vulnerabilities of the provinces, as captured in the reports, are fully considered in the development and physical plans of the four pilot provinces. Thus, the ultimate outputs of the DRR-CCA project are the DRR-CCA-enhanced PDPFPs. - Meliza Y. Bacolbas



RDC VIII okays 2013 budgets of government agencies and SUCs



T



he Eastern Visayas Regional Development Co uncil scrutinized the 2013 proposed budgets of 19 key line agencies and 10 state universities and colleges (SUCs) in the region in a meeting held last April 27 at the RDC Co n feren ce R o o m, NE DA Regional Office, Government Center in Palo, Leyte. Seeing that the budgets support the region’s development direction for 2011-2016 and the President’s Social Contract with the Filipino People, the RDC endorsed the agency budgets of: Department of A g ri c ul t u re ( P 1 , 12 5 .8 9 3M ) , Department of Agrarian Reform (P866.137M), Department of Tourism (P8.452M), Department of Labor and Employment



(P39.007M), Department of Science and Technology (P122.514M), Department of Trade a n d I n d us t r y ( P 1 9 . 3 1 9 M ) , Department of Environment and Natural Resources (P879.674M), Department of Health (P1,343.003M), Department of Education (P7,991.377M), Department of Social Welfare and Development (P4,351.940M), Department of Public Works and Highways (P10,231.758M), Department of the Interior and Local Government (P190.151M), National Food Authority (P 1,389.180M), Ag ricul tural Training Institute (P44.393M), Fiber Industry and Development Authority (P9.791M), Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources



(P231.795M), Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (P27.634M), Commission on Population (P10M), and National Irrigation Administration (P3,096.797M). Meanwhile, budgets of SUCs have also been endorsed, namely: Samar State University (P132.711M), Eastern Samar State University (P212.937M), University of Eastern Philippines (P272.909M), Northwest Samar State University (P 98 .4 81M ) , V i s ay as S ta te University (P391.569M), Leyte Normal University (P121.708M), Eastern Visayas State University (P243.173M) Naval State University (P96.812M), Palompon Institute of Technology (P99.340M), and Southern Leyte State University (P158.404M). The RDC review was prompted by National Budget Memorandum No. 112, dated December 29, 2011, prescribing the Guidelines and Procedures in the Preparation of the FY 2013 Budget Proposals issued by the Department of Budget and Management (DBM). The memorandum cites that “The



RDC Co-Chair Tiburcio A. Morales, Jr. (extreme right) presides the RDC Full Council Meeting on Sept. 27, 2012 where the 2013 budgets of government agencies and SUCs were approved. Beside the Co-Chair is the RDC Vice-Chair Dir. Bonifacio G. Uy and RDC Secretary ARD Purisima E. Sanopo (extreme left). 8



Regional Development Councils (RDCs) shall be used as venue for the validation and/or suggestions on needed improvements in agency programs.” Local officials and private sector representatives in the



RDC have also been asked to give their feedback on the impact of national agency programs/projects in their localities. The 2013 budget review exercise strengthens the link between devel op men t p l ann in g an d budgeting. In reviewing the budgets, the RDC considered two things. The first one is whether or not the budgets are supportive of the region’s development direction for 2011-2016 and the President’s Social Contract with the Filipino People, particularly the 5 Key Result Areas (KRAs), namely: 1. transparency, accountability and good governance; 2. poverty reduction and empowerment of the poor and vulnerable; 3. rapid, inclusive and sustained economic growth; 4. just and lasting peace and the rule of law; and, 5. integrity of the environment and climate change adaptation and mitigation. The second one is whether or not the budgets for poverty reduction programs and projects of the identified 55 focus LGUs in the region are included in the agency budgets. The process also adheres to the principle of bottom-up planning and budgeting as it includes priority needs of poor municipalities in agency budgets, particularly those that cannot be shouldered by the LGUs. Eastern Visayas has 53 municipalities and two cities, otherwise dubbed as the 55 focus LGUs, included in the said bottomup procedure. Prior to the RDC



DBM Regional Director Imelda C. Laceras reminds the agencies and SUCs to ensure that the 10% for the Poverty Reduction Projects of focused LGUs is included in the ceiling.



review, DA, DAR, DOE, DENR, DepEd, DOH (including PhilHealth), DILG, DOLE and DSWD were required to consult these 55 LGUs for the purpose of including the latter’s anti-poverty programs and projects in their agency budgets. Also, part of the pre-RDC review process was a consultation with civil society organizations (CSOs) and other stakeholders by the above-named agencies plus DOJ, DPWH, DOT, DOTC, NFA, NHMFC, NHA, and NIA. Results of these agency consultations with LGUs and CSOs were then considered in the preparation of the agency budget proposals later presented to the RDC. The SUCs, meanwhile, were not required to go through the same consultation but were still mandated to subject their proposed budgets to the RDC for review and approval. The 2013 budget exercise is an improvement of the previous years’ practice as it allows more participation of LGUs and CSOs. It also gives the RDC, as the highest policy making body in the region, more clout in ensuring that at the regional level, budget proposals have fully considered the needs of poor localities and the priorities of both the region and the country. - Meylene C. Rosales
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RDC VIII orients LGUs on fund-sourcing



T



he Regional Development Council of Eastern Visayas recently conducted a Fund Sourcing Orientation for Local Government Units (LGUs) on March 23, 2012. The activity was participated in by Local Chief Executives and LGU representatives of different municipalities from all over the region. The activity was based on RDC Resolution No. 3 (s. 2011), providing funds for the printing and launching of the Fund Sourcing Handbook. It can be remembered that in 2004, NEDA Regional Office VIII prepared an Official Development Assistance (ODA) Handbook for LGUs. As an update of the handbook, NEDA prepared the Fund Sourcing Handbook for LGUs.



Orientation participants listen attentively to Dir. Eleazar E. Ricote, Director IV of the PPP Center, as he discusses the concept of PPP.



Primarily, the updated handbook aims to provide LGUs with a handy guide for accessing alternative sources of funds to help them implement their local development plans. Aside from the update of the ODA, the handbook also includes discussion on the financial facilities offered by local banking institutions, national government agencies, and other possible funding sources. Public-Private Partnership (PPP), one of the major thrusts of the present administration, is also included in the handbook. To formally present the handbook to LGUs, RDC spearheaded the conduct of the orientation. A total of thirty (30) LGU representatives from all over the region attended the activity. Speakers from the Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP), Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP), Philippine Postal Savings Bank (Postal Bank), and Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) discussed their various financial assistance for LGUs. Director Eleazar E. Ricote of the PPP Center also graced the activity and imparted to the audience the important concepts of PPP. A copy of the handbook was distributed to each LGU participant during the orientation. Distribution to other LGUs is underway. - Erma L. Lagarto
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RDC VIII pushes passage of Samar Island Natural Park



T



he Regional Development Council VIII, during its April 27, 2012 meeting, endorsed the Samar Island Natural Park (SINP) House Bill No. 3219 to both houses of Congress, praying for its immediate passage as a priority legislation.



“An Act Establishing the Samar Island Natural Park (SINP), Situated in the Provinces of Samar, as a Protected Area and its Peripheral Areas as Buffer, Providing for its Management Pursuant to Republic Act 7586 (NIPAS Act of 1992) and for Other Purposes,” was The



Bill



entitled



authored by Eastern Samar Congressman Ben Evardone in



the 15th Congress. The proposal was presented to the RDC by DTI Region VIII Director Cynthia Nierras, Chair of the Economic and Development Committee of the RDC. The EDC first discussed the Bill to ensure that major concerns of all sectors had been fully considered. The SINP Bill is in line with the State’s policy of securing for the present and future generations of the Filipino people the perpetual existence of all native plants and animals. It is within the framework of the NIPAS Act of 1992. The Bill already passed the House Committee on Environment and



was referred to the House Committee on Appropriations. DENR Secretary Ramon Paje committed to inco rporate budgetary requirements for the SINP in the agency’s budget for 2013. The SINP is a globally significant repos i tory of biodi versi ty resources and provides for the needs of upland and forest-edge communities in the island of Samar, which are dependent on its biological resources for food, medicine, fuel and livelihood. There are 56 potential eco-tourism sites within the SINP, three of which are included in the National Eco-tourism Strategic Plan. The SINP is being developed as a major eco-tourism destination in the region. Aside from the RDC VIII, the Bill is also being supported by Cebu Archbishop Jose S. Palma, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP), and the Bishops of Borongan, Calbayog City and Catarman City. - Resurreccion Q. Enage



RDC Co-Chair and Presiding Officer Tiburcio A. Morales, Jr. recognizes the motion to endorse the Samar Island Natural Park Bill during the RDC Meeting on April 27, 2012. 11



RGADC celebrates Women’s Month



E



mphasizing the role of women as powerful agents of disaster risk reduction (DRR) management, the Regional Development Council, through its affiliate committee the Regional Gender and Develop ment (RGADC), hosted a Women’s Forum in celebration of the National Women’s Month last March 28 at the Robinson’s Place, Tacloban City. The theme of this year’s celebration is “Weathering Climate Change: Governance and A cco un tabi li ty, Everyon e’s Responsibility.” The forum was participated in by the Gender and Development (GAD) focal persons and representatives of the different regional line agencies, state universities and colleges, and local government units. The celebration aimed to encourage women to be more pro -active by getting involved in efforts that will make not only women but the whole communities resilient to climate change. In her opening remarks, Ms. Evangeline M. Paran, NSCB Regional head and RGADC Chair, said that DRR management is everyone’s responsibility. The role of the government is to ensure that measures are instituted at the national and local levels in order



GAD focal persons and representatives of Regional Line Agencies, SUCs and LGUs listen to RGADC Chair, Ms. Evangeline M. Paran and other speakers who talk on the importance of Women’s Knowledge and participation in DRR-CCA.



to reduce disaster risks. Ms. Paran added that the indigenous knowledge of women in climate change and disaster should not be disregarded. She then pointed out the importance of GAD focal persons. As mandated by Republic Act 9710, also known as Magna Carta of Women, GAD focal persons should take the lead in advocating and encouraging empowerment among women, and advocating the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), particularly MDG No. 7, which is ensuring environmental sustainability. Meanwhile, forester Eugenia B. Butista of the Department of Envi ronmen t an d Natural Resources (DENR) Regional Office VIII discussed climate 12



change, focusing on strategies and adaptation. She stressed the need to understand climate troubles, areas of vulnerability, and impact of climate change to minimize the loss and damages caused by disasters. The City Population Office of Tacloban showcased their GAD initiatives through their project entitled “Gender Fair Tacloban,” which integrates GAD strategies at the local government unit. In her closing remarks, Prof. Quirima Jopson, GAD focal person of the University of the Philippines Visayas Tacloban, emphasized that women must not be seen weak, but of equal capacity with men. - Archie Niño S. Labordo



After 30 years



NEDA VIII building undergoes major facelift



T



he National Economic and Development Authority Regional Office VIII building located at Government Center, Candahug, Palo, Leyte finally undergoes major repair and renovation – after it was constructed 35 years ago. The project started on October 24, 2011 and is around 90% done. Its total project funds of around P7.2 million was taken from the national government coffers. The repair and renovation was prompted by the condition of the old building, many parts of which are termite-infested and already dilapidated from natural wear and tear. The repair and renovation works include the replacement of dilapidated ceiling, refurbishment of the division rooms, extension of the second floor to house an additional conference room of the Regional Development Council and two guest rooms, visitors’ lounge, comfort rooms, expansion of the stock room, among others. Since the project funds did not cover budget for the needed equipment at the new conference room, the RDC released the amount of P469,000 to acquire airconditioning system, LCD projector, and sound system, authorized through RDC Ex-Com Resolution No. 5, series 2012.



New façade of NEDA VIII building.



To further augment funds for other renovation works not included in the original project cost, the An Waray Party List, through Congressman Neil Benedict A. Montejo, also granted P500,000 for the improvement of the office multi-purpose pavement. All works are scheduled to be completed in the third quarter of 2012. Upon project completion, the NEDA VIII office would have grown bigger in size by as much as 540 square meters. This is seen to offer a more conducive work environment for the employees of the NEDA VIII, who serves as the secretariat of the RDC. The agency office also serves as the seat of RDC operations. The increased efficiency of NEDA VIII then, owing to its improved office, is expected to translate to enhance the effectiveness of the RDC VIII as the development gatekeeper of Eastern Visayas. - Matthew B. Añosa



New RDC Conference Room and 2nd floor lobby. 13
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APAC â€“ the first call center in the. region â€“ is located. Believing that education is the basic. foundation of any advancement. effort, he strongly advocates and. 
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