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Manhattan Alliance for Peace and Justice!



LATE SUMMER 2011



NEWSLETTER The Manhattan Alliance will educate and organize for peace and justice at home and abroad. Visit us online at: http://www.mapj.org



Community Health Care Forum: Meeting the Need for Low Cost Healthcare in Manhattan Tuesday, August 30, 6:30 pm Manhattan Public Library Auditorium Representatives from local hospital, mental health and dental services will give information and answer questions regarding the needs for low cost health care in the Manhattan area and service accessibility. Questions which will be addressed: • How does low income/charity needs affect the health providers of Manhattan? • Are needs of this area being met? • Who are the people needing charity care? • How does someone access reduced rate services? • What is the cost of providing health care to the uninsured in the community of Manhattan? • What is the cost to the Health Care Providers? • Are actions by Gov. Brownback going to affect health care services in Manhattan? • What is the criteria for delivering reduced rate services? These topics and more will be part of this community forum. Attend and learn about Manhattan and challenges our community faces. For more information call: 537-2025.



MAPJ Board of Directors: Ellen Welti, Chair; Anne Cowan, Treasurer; Doyle Barnes; Bill Dorsett; John Exdell; Majka Jankowiak; Sam Lacy; Tom Manney; Steven Mull; Christopher Renner; Amy Rintoul; Rita Ross; Jon Tveite
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Lou Douglas Lecture Series - Fall 2011 Defining a New Consensus on Immigrants and America Featuring: Ali Noorani, Executive Director of the National Immigration Forum Tuesday September 20, 7:00 pm Forum Hall, K-State Student Union Noorani’s talk will discuss the importance of ensuring our public policies and the value of immigrants and immigration in our nation. Due to the wide range of stakeholders, including law enforcement, state and local government, faith and business, there is a political space for policy change.



Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: Modern Day Slavery Featuring: Karen Countryman-Roswurm, Founder of the Anti-Sexual Exploitation Roundtable for Community Action Tuesday October 18, 7:00 pm Forum Hall, K-State Student Union The lecture will be aimed at assisting those who seek to prevent and/or intervene in situations of domestic sex trafficking of minors by forming a cohesive perspective/paradigm regarding domestic sex trafficking, developing an increased level of knowledge and promoting an understanding of those involved. The Lou Douglas Lecture Series is dedicated to Lou Douglas, a distinguished professor of political science at K-State from 1949-1977. For more information about the series or the specific lectures see www.tryufm.org.



Save the Date: MAPJ Fall Lecture From Tahir Square To Madison: Resisting The Global Attack On Working People Professor Judy Ancel, UMKC Tuesday Nov. 1, 7:oo pm, K-State Union Forum Hall Professor Ancel is the Director of the Institute for Labor Studies at the University of Missouri, Kansas City. Her evening public lecture will focus on the importance of labor struggles in the United States, including the resistance to the suspension of collective bargaining rights in Wisconsin. Professor Ancel will address this topic in the context of the suppression of wages and labor rights in the globalized economy, from Egypt to Mexico. During her 2-day visit she will also speak to classes in Political Science, Women’s Studies, Philosophy, Leadership Studies, and Sociology. Professor Ancel has become a target of the radical right. In April of this year media personality Andrew Breitbart published a doctored video of her class lectures in an unsuccessful attempt to get her removed from her position. MAPJ’s invitation to Professor Ancel expresses our support for academic freedom at U.S. universities. 2
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Here’s Our Budget Problem: Military Spending by Jon Tveite, MAPJ Board Member The National Priorities Project (http:// nationalpriorities.org) recently published a study that sheds a great deal of light on Congress’s ongoing budget squabbles. While I’m sure MAPJ members already lament our lopsided fiscal tendencies, the amounts are mind-boggling: NPP has calculated total U.S. spending on the military and security sectors at $7.6 trillion in the nearly 10 years since the attacks of September 11, 2001 (in constant FY2012 dollars). That includes a base Pentagon budget of $6.2 trillion, $204.5 billion on nuclear weapons, $635.9 billion for homeland security, and $1.26 trillion on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. FY2011 spending levels for the Defense Department and our two principal wars are estimated at $526.1 billion and $69.1 billion, respectively. To put that in the context of the recent debt ceiling impasse, the deal signed by Obama mandates $841 billion in cuts to discretionary (excluding entitlements such as Medicare, Social Security, and food stamps) spending over the next 10 years, with an additional $1.5 trillion in deficit reduction to be determined by a Congressional “Super Committee” (see www.ombwatch.org). A mere 30% decline in military and security spending would have achieved the same budgetary goals.



recently reaffirmed willingness of Democrats to buckle under pressure -- to say nothing of the supremely powerful defense contractor lobby -- the likelihood of social programs bearing the brunt of these cuts seems very high. The price tag on our wars will only escalate. According research by the Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown University, the “final” bill for Afghanistan and Iraq will run to as much as $4.4 trillion, including such factors as treating physical and mental health issues of war veterans, and interest payments on the debt incurred for war (www.costsofwar.org). And then there are the costs that are hard to estimate in dollars. About a quarter of a million people have lost their lives as a direct result of American wars since 2001, about half of them Iraqi civilians. Untold others have died indirectly, due to disruptions in food supplies, healthcare, and drinking water. An estimated 365,000 have been wounded, and 7.8 million have been displaced. We must all ask ourselves and each other what we have gained for all this. Is the world a safer, more stable place? Who has benefited, other than politicians, defense contractors, and the banking industry? When will the American people decide we’ve had enough, and organize to stop this cycle? For futher reading on this topic visit the Commonwealth Institute’s Defense Budget Resources 2011 webpage at: http://www.comw.org/pda/budgetreview.html



While spending on defense could be included in these massive cuts, given Republicans’ well established affinity for Pentagon spending and the 3
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Living Wage Coalition: City Still Needs Wage Floor for Jobs "



by Geri Simon



The Manhattan Living Wage Coalition (MLWC) Commission puts it on the November 2012 ballot continues on with its mission to ensure that all jobs for renewal. MLWC will push to have a wage floor pay a fair, living wage, to reduce poverty, and to included in any sales tax extension proposal. It will have a community in which there are no working work to defeat extension of the tax without a wage poor. Because if you're working, you shouldn't be floor for job creation.' poor. MAPJ continues to be a We feel strongly that our tax member of the MLWC along dollars should be used to attract Carpenters District Council only those companies whose Greater St Louis & Vicinity, Local wages would support a family in #918, The League of Women our community.  This places no Voters of Manhattan/Riley restrictions on businesses who County, Manhattan Mennonite do not use Manhattan tax Church, N.E. Kansas Building incentives. Trades Council, Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 441 and the City policy on using economic Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship development money does not of Manhattan Social Action guarantee good paying job Committee. creation. The City Commission can give tax money to any The Coalition is again business, even if many of the sponsoring its annual event to jobs it has are low-paying. And, it has. Over half the celebrate workers : Laborfest. This year the focus jobs created have been low wage. Having an will be on unions and what they have meant to the ordinance would ensure that tax dollars only go to nation’s workers. MAPJ members are asked to businesses that create higher pay jobs because they support the event by bringing a dish to pass. Please must pay all employees at least the wage floor. sign up to help by contacting Geri Simon, at [email protected]. For the past two years, MLWC has worked hard to get a Manhattan Wage Floor Policy for Economic Development Ordinance requiring that economic development funds only go to A Labor Day celebration honoring all workers businesses that have all sponsored by the Manhattan Living Wage Coalition jobs paying $12 an hour or more. Though it fell Sunday, September 4, 2011 short of the goal to get 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm the measure on the ballot last spring, MLWC is still City Park Pavilion (northeast corner of park) working to ensure that no 11th and Poyntz, Manhattan KS more low wage jobs are Free food, beverages, music, speakers. Open to all. created with City dollars. Help us celebrate what Unions have meant to all workers: Money for economic development comes from living wage jobs, benefits, and worker rights. a ½ cent sales tax. The tax ends unless the City



Come and celebrate:



LABORFEST
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Community Bridge Pulled from Airwaves If you have been tuning in Thursday at 5:00 pm on KSDB 91.9 FM to hear Manhattan’s alternative to talk radio the past few weeks, you haven’t found the usual programming. That is because the show’s host, Christopher Renner, was indefinitely suspended on July 29th after he inadvertently played a pre-recorded clip which contained indecent words. The clip from the Best of the Left Podcast and was not tagged “explicit” in I-Tunes. Renner, who had not listened to the clip in question but had listened to other episodes of Best of the Left, played the clip to fill time after two guests scheduled for the show on July 28th canceled, one doing so only two hours before the show was to air. Community Bridge began broadcasting in 2006 following an incident in which KSDB talk show hosts and a guest referred to the film “Brokeback Mountain” and “bare-back mounting.” Under Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules this term qualified as indecent language. However, only the guest was prohibited from returning to the KSDB airwaves in 2006, the talk show hosts were allowed to continue their programming. The FCC’s rules concerning what constitutes indecent language was decided by the US Supreme Court in a 1978 ruling entitled FCC v. Pacifica Foundation. The case originated when Pacifica radio station WBAI broadcasted a George Carlin monologue entitled: "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television” during the early afternoon and a listener filed suit because his child heard the indecent language while they were driving in the car. As a result, the FCC established the so-called “safe harbor” that allows indecent (but not obscene) material to be played between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am, when it is presumed many children will be asleep. More recently in FCC v. Fox Television Stations US Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision upheld regulations of the FCC that ban "fleeting expletives" on television broadcasts, finding they were not arbitrary and capricious under the Administrative Procedure Act. The Supreme Court sent the case back to lower courts to consider constitutional issues. On July 13, 2010, the Second Circuit struck down the FCC regulations on First Amendment grounds for being "unconstitutionally vague, creating a chilling effect."



The Second Circuit vacated the FCC order and policy on First Amendment grounds, finding that "by prohibiting all 'patently offensive' references to sex, sexual organs, and excretion without giving adequate guidance as to what 'patently offensive' means, the FCC effectively chills speech, because broadcasters have no way of knowing what the FCC will find offensive. To place any discussion of these vast topics at the broadcaster’s peril has the effect of promoting wide self-censorship of valuable material which should be completely protected under the First Amendment." The Second Circuit added "We do not suggest that the FCC could not create a constitutional policy. We hold only that the FCC’s current policy fails constitutional scrutiny." On en banc, the Second Circuit re-affirmed. The Supreme Court accepted the case for a second review on June 27, 2011. The decision is still pending. What this all means is that the rationale for which Renner was indefinitely suspended is questionable at best and discriminatory at worst. KSDB has a documented history of not suspending on-air personalities when they transgress the FCC rules. In discussing his decision to play the clip Renner said he chose the clip because of who the guests on the show were, 40-minutes before airtime, and had he known it contained indecent material, he would have never played it. In a posting on the Community Bridge Facebook page, the station’s new manager, Mary Renee Shirk, states: “Renner's experience, talent ...and/or value to the community would not mitigate the FCC fines that could be imposed upon the station. The fines for such violations would shut the station down. The license holders of our station (the Kansas Board of Regents) would most likely take action as well.” Since it is now in question whether the FCC even has the grounds to take such action, one has to question what is the real motivation behind the suspension. Supporters of the show can express their concern over the indefinite suspension by writing to the faculty advisor, Vern Wirka at  and to the station manager, Mary Renee Shirk at . REQUEST that your letter of protest be placed in the station’s public file.
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School of Americas Annual Vigil at the Gates of Fort Benning, November 18 - 20 Take a stand for justice and speak out to close the SOA and resist US militarization. Activities at Ft Benning will include a rally, concerts, workshops, a solemn funeral procession to commemorate victims, nonviolent direct action, a vigil at the Stewart Detention Center (an immigration prison), a veterans led march, films, training and more. A bus to this event will leave Wichita, KS on Thursday, November 17. The cost will be about $275. For more information, email Anne Cowan at [email protected] or call the Wichita Peace Center at 316-263-5856. It would be great to have MAPJ represented at this event. MAPJ has a small amount of money to help with expenses.



For more details see: www.soaw.org/ take-action/november-vigil



Visitors from MAPJ Sister City Two Salvadoran grassroots activists, representing the US-El Salvador Sister Cities will be visiting Manhattan on Monday, October 17. MAPJ will be organizing opportunities to meet and visit with our guests. This will be announced later on the MAPJ website - www.mapj.org - and on our listserv. We have a lot to learn from the amazing social justice organizing in El Salvador. Watch for future information.
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Movies on the Grass 2011 This is a FREE outdoor film series now in its seventh year. Movies on the Grass offers the campus and community new films that portray current issues in a relaxed setting, with discussion opportunities afterward in Hale Library 301. Showtime begins at dusk at Coffman Commons in front of Hale Library. Troubled the Water - August 28 Nominated for an Academy Award® for best feature documentary, Trouble the Water takes you inside Hurricane Katrina in a way never before seen on screen. No film Labor Day weekend. Huston We Have a Problem - September 11 - Step inside the energy capital of the world to hear the truth about oil, straight from the hearts of the Texas oilmen themselves. A Small Act - September 18 When Hilde Back sponsored a young, rural Kenyan student, she thought nothing of it. She certainly never expected to hear from him, but years later she does. The Elephant in the Living Room - September 25 - A documentary film about the controversial American subculture of raising the most dangerous animals in the world as common household pets.



To become a MAPJ member, send a donation or volunteer time for a MAPJ project.



❑ $200 ❑ $100 ❑ $75 ❑ $50 ❑ $30 ❑ Other __________________ ❑ Donation Enclosed ❑ Pledge to be paid ___________________________ (date or dates) JOIN NOW! Send form to: MAPJ PO Box 1561 Manhattan, KS 66505



Name_________________________________________________ Phone _____________________ Address _________________________________________E-mail ___________________________ City _________________________________ State ______ Zip _____________________________ ____ I wish to be included on the MAPJ Announcement listserv. ____ I would like to be contacted so I can be more involved in MAPJ activities. For a tax deduction make checks payable to “MAPJ ED Fund” Sent to MAPJ, PO Box 1561 Manhattan, KS 66505
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Morning Star Inc. – A Consumer Run Organization for Mental Health by Sabrina I. Bowker and Elizabeth Stitt Morning Star Inc., a local Consumer Run Organization (CRO), is a non-profit that helps people who use mental health services (consumers). One of the main goals of Morning Star Inc. is to reduce the stigma and isolation of consumers, as well as to improve the quality of life for them. The CRO staff are also consumers who use mental health services themselves. The organization has classes including Tai Chi, Diabetes Support Group, Pathways to Recovery, Wellness Recovery Action Plan (WRAP) and others. Peer-to-peer support services are the cornerstone of Morning Star Inc., costing a fraction of typical fees for clinical services. The drop-in center has four staff who are overseen by a board of directors.  The main purpose is to provide a safe, drug and alcohol free environment where people can socialize and meet others.  Morning Star Inc. was established in 2004 and is open six days a week in the afternoon from one pm to seven pm except on Wednesdays when it closes at six pm. An open house is held every Friday and the third Saturday of each month. Morning Star Inc. is located at 1018 Poyntz Ave. in Manhattan, near the corner of Poyntz and 11th street.  



Land Institute Prairie Festival Salina Land Institute September 23-25 This annual event offers something for everyone – lectures, art, music, camping, food and good company. This year speakers will include Naomi Klein. There will also be an exhibit of relevant art, music by Ann Zimmerman, and a film showing – John Muir in the New World – and more. See www.landinstitute.org for details and registration



Iraq Veterans Against The War A small group of area veterans and active duty military persons are interested in forming a chapter of IVAW. They are looking for others to join in this effort. IVAW is open to any active duty military, National Guard or Reservist serving since 9-11-2001. IVAW's Mission and Goals: The mission of IVAW is to mobilize the military community to withdraw its support for the wars and occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan. In achieving this mission, IVAW has three goals: • Immediate withdrawal of all occupying forces from Iraq and Afghanistan; and • Reparations for the human and structural damages Iraq and Afghanistan have suffered; and • Full benefits, adequate healthcare (including mental health), and other support for returning servicemen and women.



For more IVAW information see: www.ivaw.org. For local chapter information email [email protected] and a local member will contact you. 7



Contact Information:!



Manhattan Alliance for Peace and Justice! Chair: Ellen Welti ([email protected]) Vice-Chair: John Exdell ([email protected]) Treasurer: Anne Cowan ([email protected]) Campus Organizer: ([email protected]) Newsletter Editor: ([email protected]) Committees: MAPJ is developing a stronger committee system. If you are interested in becoming more involved, consider joining one of the following committees: El Salvador Sister City; Programming; Legislative Action; Newsletter; Nominating; Website. MAPJ PO Box 1561 Manhattan, KS 66505
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MAPJ Calendar



Return Service Requested



August 28 - Movies on the Grass presents Troubled the Waters. For more information see page 6. 30 – Community Health Care Forum Manhattan Public Library Auditorium, 6:30 pm, see front page for more details.



23 - 25 Land Institute Prairie Festival Salina – See www.landinstitute.org for details and registration. 25 - Movies on the Grass presents The Elephant in the Living Room. See page 6 for more information.



September 4 - Laborfest - sponsored by Living Wage Coalition – 3 pm at City Park. See newsletter article on page 4. 11 - Movies on the Grass presents Houston We Have a Problem. See page 6 for more information. 15 - MAPJ Board Meeting – 7 pm Radina’s – All members welcome. 18 - Movies on the Grass presents A Small Act. See page 6 for more information. 18 - 23 - Community Cultural Harmony Week. See www.ksu.edu/cchw after August 22.. 2o - Lou Douglas Lecture Series - 7 pm KState Union Forum Hall – Speaker Ali Noorani. See announce in newsletter on page 2 or see www.tryufm.org.



October



17 - MAPJ hosts visitors from El Salvador sister city - watch for more information at www.majp.org. 18 – Lou Douglas Lecture – 7 pm K-State Union Forum Hall – speaker Karen Countryman-Roswurm See page 2 in newsletter or see www.tryufm.org. 20 - MAPJ Board Meeting – 7 pm Radina’s – All members welcome. November 1 - MAPJ Fall Speaker - Judy Ancel in the K-



State Forum Hall – See information on page 2 in this newsletter and watch more details in next newsletter.
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