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Minutes of the Lochardil and Drummond Community Council Meeting Held in PE Classroom, Community Wing, Inverness Royal Academy, on Monday 19 June 2017. Present: Maria De La Torre (Chair), Mairi Macdonald (Secretary), Councillor Alasdair Christie, Councillor Ron McWilliam, Councillor Callum Smith, Steve Rowan, John Callaghan, Susan Mathieson, Colin Craig, John Darcy Attending: Ian Macgillivray, John Swanson and five members of the public. 1. Apologies: PC Karen MacPherson. 2. Minutes of Meeting 24 April 2017 have been previously circulated. Adoption of the minutes proposed by Steve Rowan, seconded by Colin Craig and unanimously approved. 3. Police Business: PC Karen MacPherson, the new Beat Officer for our area gave her apologies but emailed the Beat Report to the secretary and it read as follows: A review of period between 21/04 and 16/06 shows a total of 253 incidents since the last report was prepared. In preparing this report I have looked at the period between 16/05/17 and 16/06/17 for which there are 148 incidents recorded under the Beat code for Drummond and Lochardil. . Road Safety: 5 Road Collisions (1 serious), 9 persons issued fixed penalties for speeding offences,1 report for Careless Driving, 7 reports of driver behaviour with one driver issued warning letter. Parking and road hazards passed to other agencies. Anti –Social Behaviour: 1 reported incident with a knife (full enquiry and report to be submitted) Followed up by school liaison/talks – No knives better lives. 2 x assault (enquiries ongoing) Theft x 2 both opportunistic 6x theft by shoplifting (beat officer to speak with security at ASDA/Drummond Stores) Domestic No Crime x 1 3 x theft by OLP/ theft from vehicles (2 were insecure) 3 x Housing and Anti-social behaviour issues overseen by ASBO Officer . Suspicious or bogus callers x 2 calls. Vandalism 4 – cars / skylight of building 4 x stolen cycles 7 x calls reported regarding youths congregating / fighting/ fires/on roofs 15 incidents of Mental Health/Medical and Vulnerable persons Drug/Alcohol Issues. Drugs – positive stop search x 1, Drunk persons x 3 Alcohol and Drugs are contributing factors in several other incidents/calls. Police also dealt with other calls including Child Protection matters, alarm activations, assistance/advice calls and missing person reports. Police would remind the public to remain vigilant, keep their property including outbuildings and vehicles secure and keep valuables out of sight. Please report suspicious activity to the Police via 101 or contacting crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. For emergency calls – 999.



4. Matters arising from Minutes: a) Lochardil Traffic Calming Matters and Inverness Active Travel. Guests: John Swanson, Senior Engineer, Ian Macgillivray, Team Leader, Design Unit and Ali Nairne, Senior Engineer, Road Maintenance & Management. Ian Macgillivray commenced by giving some background to the project. Initially they were asked by the people responsible for the new Inverness Royal Academy to advise about planning the routes and paths to the school. They were given £25,000 from Highland Council and £25,000 from the members for the area with the main project being travel routes to the school. However, the members asked them to do more so two more pots of money were found totalling £50,000. SUSTRANS added £116,000 giving a total budget of approximately £200,000 and the area was extended to include Lochardil Area Traffic Calming. Members of the public present questioned why the traffic calming measures stopped part way along Balnakyle Road as the speed of traffic was definitely an issue on that stretch of road. John Swanson informed the meeting that tender prices for the original work identified exceeded the budget therefore some of the work where there was mixed support from the community and members had to be deleted Steve Rowan stated that it was unfortunate that there had been lack of communication about the scheme. Ian Macgillivray stated that the reason they were attending the meeting was to find out what the priorities were. The chair suggested the focus should be on Balnakyle Road. A discussion followed about the different types of traffic calming measures that could be used and suggestions were made about the possibility of speed cushions on part of Balnakyle Road between Drumdevan Road junction and the chicane close to Torbreck Road. A raised table near the junction of Torbreck Road and Balnakyle Road was also discussed along with something at the Balnakyle / Stratherrick Road junction. The discussion with members of the public showed there was a strong need for traffic calming measures and helped identify the raised table at the Torbreck and Balnakyle road junction as a priority. Ian Macgillivray agreed to come to us with proposals in the autumn. One of the members of the public present questioned why there was inconsistency in the new 20mph signage in the area. There appeared to be signs at the start of Green Drive from Culduthel Road and at the start of Balnakyle Road from Stratherrick Road with no intermediate signs. Also the signs leading from the 20mph school zone from Morven Road onto Balnakyle Road remained at 30mph which was confusing. John Swanson informed the meeting that there would be a press release in the Inverness Courier when the work was complete. It was suggested that until such time, the 20mph signs should be covered. There was then a discussion about the speed of traffic on Island Bank Road, especially with the amount of traffic increasing due to the new housing at Ness Castle. It was noted that there were Speed Indicator Devices on this stretch of road but they were advisory and after some time drivers did not pay the same attention to them. Councillor McWilliam noted that in Belgium and France they had speed activated traffic lights which stop traffic for a split second and were used in preference to changing the road geometry however, as far as he was aware they were not used anywhere in the UK. Ali Nairne suggested there should have been discussions with developers about off site developments and Ian Macgillivray advised that planning should be aware of any such developments. The chair reported that the Community Council had made representations about the traffic impact of the new development on Island Bank Road/Dores Road and that the decision was granted. As there were no issues to



report we had not been contacted by planning as it was not in our Community Council area. It was identified that developer’s contribution could offer a potential route to traffic mitigation measures. Ian Macgillvray noted that it strengthens the case if Community Councils submit representations. The views of the local community and residents need to be recognised. He apologised for the breakdown in communications. He went on to discuss Community Links Plus, which Highland Council had applied to for funding in 2016 and reached the top five. A similar bid has gone in this year and the announcement is made in July for 3 year funding. This was potentially something of interest as it was relevant to trunk roads. Ian Macgillivray agreed to send a link about the background to the funding. In relation to Inverness Active Travel Project, Susan Mathieson enquired about the cost of the green painted areas on the advisory cycle lanes. John Swanson informed the meeting that 50% of the funding was from SUSTRANS and as a result they had to comply with their requirements or the funding would be withdrawn. He explained that there were two contracts – the footpath through Culduthel Woods and the Active Travel Route on Culduthel Road –and each pot of funding had conditions to them. b) Planning Matters. The chair informed the meeting that she had been in touch with planning and a representative has been invited to attend our meeting in September re Ness Castle/Ness-side Developments c) Community Council Merge. The chair gave some background to this possible merge with Holm Community Council. Charles Stephen, Ward Manger, had indicated previously that there may be a public consultation but this was put on hold until after the Council elections. A member of the public present stated that he was against the merger. Councillor Christie noted that it was time to look at realigning the boundaries of the Community Councils and felt that a public consultation would be a good idea. One of the members of the public present stated that historically, Highland Council took part of the area away as it was deemed too large. Another member of the public questioned whether the Boundaries Commission would be involved as there were lots of changes within Inverness. It was suggested by a member of the public that it would be useful to have a map of the Community Council area to take to meetings and advised that a 25” map from the Planning Department could be requested from Stuart Black. The Chair reminded all that Holm residents had been relying on Lochardil and Drummond Community Council when they had problems. She mentioned that a consultation on the merge of the two Community Councils had already been agreed a while back and this would be a good way to find out the level of public interest. The Chair asked the Councillors to consider this matter further. d) 20 mph Members Bill Consultation. Steve Rowan reported that this Bill discussed the reverse of current planning in that 20mph would be the speed for all streets and then they would be upgraded to 30mph if deemed suitable. He noted that there was a serious possibility this could happen. 5. Budget Update and proposals: the balance in the account was £4313.00. a) Discussion about funding request from Drummond School. This had been emailed around CC members but it was agreed to discuss at the meeting and award retrospectively if an agreement was reached. The treasurer reported that it was several years ago that we had last given them a donation so the sum of £500.00 was unanimously agreed. b) Bench – following discussion it was agreed to look at placing a bench in Macdonald Park. Before the last council elections, Fraser Parr forward information about benches. The secretary agreed to take this matter forward and Councillor Christie agreed to forward details of the relevant contact in Highland Council who would be able to arrange the purchase and installation on our behalf.



c) Gift for Accountant – the treasurer requested £50 to purchase book tokens as a gift for the independent accountant. This was unanimously agreed. d) Councillor Christie noted that another CC area had provided a bus shelter and he wondered about the possibility of one on Morven Road. 6. Correspondence: All correspondence had been previously circulated via email. 7. A.O.C.B Buses on Balnakyle Road. One of the members of the public reported that since the number 7 bus route had been reinstated she had noticed an increase in the number of buses that passed her door on Balnakyle Road, recording between 25- 40 buses daily. She noticed that they were no longer the electric buses and as a result the level of noise had dramatically increased. She had also been told that the No. 7 turned into a No.1 and took in Hilton. The chair agreed to contact Stagecoach about this matter. 8. Date of next meeting: The date of the next meeting will be Monday 25 September 2017 at 7.30pm in PE Classroom, Community Wing, Inverness Royal Academy. All welcome.
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