









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Minutes of the Lochardil and Drummond Community Council Meeting Held at Lochardil Primary School on Monday 20 June 2016. Present: Maria De La Torre (Chair), Mairi Macdonald (Secretary), Councillor Fraser Parr, Councillor Alasdair Christie, Councillor Norrie Donald, Steve Rowan, John West, John Callaghan, John Darcy, Attending: PC Jim Boundy, three members of the public, three members of Cradlehall and Westhill Community Council 1. Apologies: Councillor Jean Slater, Colin Craig, Susan Mathieson. 2. Minutes of Meeting 18 April 2016 have been previously circulated. Adoption of the minutes proposed by Steve Rowan, seconded by John West and unanimously approved. 3. Police Business. PC Jim Boundy attended and read the beat report as follows: The total number of calls for the area was 102 for May 2016 Last month was 90 calls In May 2015 – 121 calls. Again the vast majority of these calls were advice, alarm activations and calls logged in relation to taxi/licensing applications, medical matters, lost/found property and curfew/bail checks. Public Protection: During the month of May officers have dealt with 4 missing people, 2 from Northern Lights, Dores Road and 2 Vulnerable people. Officers have dealt robustly with 2 domestic incidents resulting in one male kept in custody for assaulting his partner. Road Safety: Officers have issued 8 fixed penalty notices in the Stratherrick Road and Island Bank Road areas and three road traffic collisions were reported which were not serious. Motorbikes are being reported being used in the wooded areas around Stratherrick Road and Culduthel Avenue. Patrols have not yet identified those responsible. Anti –Social Behaviour: Youths are beginning to congregate outside Tesco and are being moved on when necessary. Police have dealt with 1 noisy music call and this was not a repeat address. The old cement works continues to attract large groups of youths. They are disrupted by the police and castle security where possible and weaknesses in the fencing are to be addressed. Drug/Alcohol Issues: A quantity of class A drugs were recovered from a room in Rossal House. Enquiry is ongoing into this. A quantity of alcohol was seized from an individual in the Ness Islands. Thefts of Dishonesty: 3 Yankee Candles were stolen from Holm Mills. Enquiry on going. £40 worth of newspapers were taken from Drumblair Stores and later set alight nearby. Enquiries on going to identify youths involved. Due to the dishonesties in the area police wish to advise the public to keep their property locked and to report any suspicious behaviour to the police immediately. There has been some activity regarding Bogus Workers this month. Individuals were offering to power wash roofs. There was no trace in the Drumdevan Road area during police patrols. Police appeal to the public not to leave items on display in their vehicles. Foot patrols and Mobile patrols will continue to be carried out within the area. It is requested that Persons should report anything suspicious to police via 101 or contacting crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. For emergency calls – 999.



Members of the community are reminded to check ID of persons attending their address who are offering to sell or carry out work. If unsure of this then contact Police Scotland or Trading standards. Do not allow them access to your home. Operation Respect begins on the 1st of July with increased patrols of the City Centre to disrupt and deter offending. There is a questionnaire on the Police Scotland website called “Your View Counts” please fill it out if you are able to. John Callaghan enquired whether the police had been able to identify the person who entered the vestibule of a resident while delivering Breast Cancer Charity Bags. He also reported that this particular person delivered these bags in the area frequently. PC Boundy confirmed that no one had been identified and advised that people phone 101 to report this when it occurs again. Councillor Donald enquired what the Area Commander’s view was on the setting up of Neighbourhood Watch schemes and whether he would be promoting such a scheme. PC Boundy agreed to follow this up. He also reported that CCTV was used a lot in identifying crimes and noted that they had now come down in price and suggested residents consider purchasing one for their own property. One of the members of the public reported that people had been stealing stones from the back entrance to Culduthel Woods and taking them down Green Drive. 4. Matters arising from Minutes. a) Culduthel Woods: The chair received an email from Grant Stuart, HC Forestry Officer. It was his understanding that the land became ownerless following the dissolution of Tulloch Homes (Culduthel) Ltd and then fell to the Crown- the Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer (QLTR) - which deals with ownerless property. They tried to dispose of the land to Community Services but they turned it down and the QLTR chose not to retain the land. This has left a tricky position in terms of the Tree Preservation Order (TPO) but HC has agreed to accept tree work applications from neighbours to the woodland without the required letter of consent from the owner. Applications will be assessed as normal and a response given to the applicant. The applicant would be responsible to carry out and pay for any work that was accepted under the TPO application. He noted that no tree survey had been carried out since 2009 therefore it was likely that some trees will be becoming dangerous through storm damage/disease/vandalism etc. but nothing was being done to keep them safe. It is unclear who would procure and pay for a new survey or carry out and pay for any tree work that was recommended as a result of a survey. An alternative suggestion would be for the local community to form a Community Woodland group such as those at Dunain, Strathnairn, Milton and Grantown. The community woods association (http://www.communitywoods.org/index.php) would be able to offer initial advice if a group was formed. However, although the woodland could be acquired free of charge, it is likely that funds would be required for the production of a woodland management plan and some early felling may be required to make safe any dangerous trees as well as funds for ongoing maintenance. Under the constraints of the TPO. The chair questioned if the Community Council could pay for a survey, however Councillor Christie suggested that it may be better to offer the Highland Council some funds so they could arrange for a survey and suggested that David Haas be invited to attend a meeting. John West wondered how a TPO could be enforced and the chair informed that Highland Council would authorise. A member of the public informed the meeting that 4 year Agriculture Students at



the Forestry School carried out surveys as part of their course. The member of the public also informed the meeting that a Tree Charter was being launched in February 2017 by the Woodland Trust and there would be money available which may assist with a community buyout. Councillor Donald felt that the state of the woods it was a matter of urgency and wondered if possibly property owners in Culduthel Park could take control. John Darcy agreed with Councillor Christie and stated that the Community Council did not have the money or expertise and this matter should be put back to Highland Council. Highland Council is responsible and they would need to develop a business case for the Tree Charter. Steve Rowan agreed to meet with the member of the public separate to the meeting to look at ideas and report back at the next meeting. b) Follow Up on : Safer routes to schools. Councillor Christie reported that the routes close to the school were now completed but the wider routes were still being discussed and may or may not happen. West Link. John West reported that he attended the follow up meeting and everything was proceeding as planned. Macdonald Park. Councillor Parr updated the meeting- the fencing around the trees was to be patched; it appeared that badgers or deer had been causing minor damage. The fallen tree had been cleared by the Community Waste Team and the stump hole was to be filled. There was not a lot could be done about the other trees which had been cut without their knowledge as it was unclear who had cut these and who the land belonged to as there was extra fencing present. c) Commission on Highland Democracy. No further discussion. 5. Update on planning application 16/02241/FUL (erection of 4 retail units at Culduthel Avenue): The chair confirmed that due to deadline the application had been dealt with by correspondence and that she had sent a response on behalf of the Community Councilors and forwarded it to all for information. 6. Treasurer’s Report: The current balance in the account is £3119.56. John Darcy has completed all the relevant paperwork to be added as a signatory but is still waiting for the bank to confirm that he is authorised to sign cheques. The chair reminded the meeting that there was a discussion at the last meeting about making a donation to the Scout Group who assisted with the litter pick up. It was agreed to donate £100, when the account was fully active again. 7. Correspondence: a) Letter of resignation The secretary informed the meeting that she had received a letter of resignation from Community Councillor Allison Elder with effect from 30 May 2016. b) Fifth Statutory Reviews of Electoral Arrangements – Final Recommendations. The secretary received notification that the Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland had submitted to Scottish Ministers its Reports and Final recommendations for the number of Councillors and electoral ward boundaries in each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities. Further information is available on www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk/reviews/5th_electoral/ c) Email from Richard Crawford, IACCF- Margaret Davidson, Leader of the Council met with Richard and is happy to meet with IACCF for a single agenda topic ‘how do we make it work?’ Date has been set for 18th July at 5.00pm. John Darcy and John West offered to attend on behalf of the Community Council. 7. A.O.C.B a) Speeding on Drummond Road: Steve Rowan indicated that he had received complaints from residents about vehicles speeding from Drummond Road traffic lights towards the second entrance to Glenburn Drive. The secretary agreed to pass this information on to PC Boundy.



b) Public Entertainment Licence at Inverness Royal Academy: a member of the public in attendance, expressed concern about the proposed Public Entertainment Licence in respect of the new Inverness Royal Academy which states that one off events will run until midnight at weekends. He was concerned about the possible increase in traffic and litter. The chair informed him that the Community Council had not been made aware of these proposals. It was suggested that we seek more information in the first instance. Councillor Parr agreed to contact Ian Murray from High Life Highland for more information. c) Cycle Path through Culduthel Woods: a member of the public informed the meeting that there was a cycle way proposed to go through Culduthel Woods and part of it was going to be going through Green Drive hall grounds. He was unsure what impact this would have and especially if there is no owner of the woods. Councillors Parr agreed to check this matter. The Chair also indicated that proposals to improve or extend the existing path/way would be welcome by the Community Council. d) Venue for future meetings: the secretary proposed we consider changing the venue of the Community Council meetings to the new Inverness Royal Academy where seating might be more suitable for everyone. This was agreed in principle but would need to be checked. 8. Date of next meeting: Provisionally Monday 19 September 2016 at 7.30pm. To be confirmed along with the venue.
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