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Minutes of the Lochardil and Drummond Community Council Meeting Held in PE Classroom, Community Wing, Inverness Royal Academy, on Monday 23 October 2017. Present: Maria De La Torre (Chair), Mairi Macdonald (Secretary), Councillor Alasdair Christie, Councillor Callum Smith, Steve Rowan, John Callaghan, Susan Mathieson, Attending: five members of the public. 1. Apologies: Colin Craig, John Darcy and PC Karen MacPherson 2. Minutes of Meeting 25 September 2017 have been previously circulated. Adoption of the minutes proposed by John Callaghan, seconded by Steve Rowan and unanimously approved. 3. Police Business: PC Karen MacPherson, tendered her apologies but sent the beat report which read as follows: A review of period between 21/09/17 and 18/10/17 shows a total of 106 incidents since the last report was prepared. Road Safety: 1 x parking issue, 2 x rtc damage only, Speed checks accounted for 10 offences (Dores and Stratherrick Road) 1 x drink driving – pass (warn) 1 x defective windscreen,1 x dangerous load 1 x overweight,1 x disqualified driving (and other related offences) 1 x no insurance, 2 x no mot, 2 x reports of driver behaviour Anti –Social Behaviour: 1 x curfew check, 1 x warrant, 4 x theft by shoplifting Asda (reviewing cctv) 2 x disorder o/s Asda (1 family disagreement) (1 barred youth trying to enter) 4 x calls re groups of youths – patrols carried out no crimes / offences and or moved 1 x bogus caller – monies paid for works not completed (£200) 1 x phone attempt to gain bank details, 2 x noise calls 2 x neighbour dispute (monitored by PC N0924 and ASBO) 1 x Domestic – no crime Mis Pers (9) / Mental Health / vulnerable persons (12) / child protection (1) total of accounted for 22 incidents and contributory factor is various other incidents including one incident where vulnerable person was threatened/forced to attend local shop under duress (reported for Robbery and Abduction) There were 4 reports of suspicious persons/vehicles/intruders– no evidence of criminality in these however there was 1 x attempt to enter a dwelling (outer door insecure) householder alerted and 2 x males ran off (not traced and no apparent linked incidents). Drug/Alcohol Issues. 2 x drunk persons (1 caller reported issue with house phone) 2 x concern raised for person staggering), 1 x mental health/substance misuse. Other calls related to other agencies – ie Roads Dept, School, Fire and Social Work and enquiries relating to other force areas. “ At the previous meeting concerns were raised regarding speeding in and around Lochardil, as mentioned the 20s are not enforceable however regular patrols have been carried out and in time I will do more speed checks/education work.



I also looked at issue of parking in and around Lochardil previously reported at Balnakyle Road. I have personally not seen the offending vehicle as reported however noted that several vehicles are parked on kerbs/footpaths. This is not just a local issue and resultant from additional household vehicles. It was apparent that in the majority of cases should vehicles be parked on the road this would naturally act as a speed calming measure. I appreciate the concerns for vehicles near to junctions obstructing views and will endeavour to deal with this on a case by case basis. Police would remind the public to remain vigilant, keep their property including outbuildings and vehicles secure and keep valuables out of sight. Please report suspicious activity to the Police via 101 or contacting crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. For emergency calls – 999. A discussion followed about cars parked on the pavements in various parts of Lochardil and it was felt important to note that this was a hazard for pedestrians especially those with visual impairments, people with young children, prams and pushchairs, school children and children with various disabilities who attend Drummond School and the Orchard Respite facility who very often walk in the area with their carers. The secretary agreed to pass this on to PC Macpherson. A member of the public questioned when the 20mph areas would become enforceable. Councillor Christie indicated that this would happen once the council placed a public advertisement. The issue remains whether or not Police resources will be able to enforce the 20mph. It was reported that the two extra traffic calming tables had been installed on Balnakyle Road, however residents reported that cars were not slowing down and continued to travel at speed over the tables. There was further discussion about the stretch of Balnakyle Road between Drumdevan Road and Morven Road and Councillor Smith suggested that “sleeping policemen” would probably be the answer to slow traffic down. The secretary agreed to report back to and John Swanson on this matter 4. Matters arising from Minutes a) Ness Castle and Ness-side developments. The chair reported that she had written a letter as a follow up to the last meeting and the discussion held with Malcolm Macleod and Simon Hindson. b) Culduthel Woods. Steve Rowan reported that he had made some enquiries regarding Culduthel Woods including contacting QLTR who we have had communications with in the past and has concluded that the land truly is ownerless. He understands there could be three reasons that the responsibility of the upkeep and maintenance of the woods might fall on Highland Council. i. The Tree Preservation Order – TPO HRC34 – Culduthel Hospital- Inverness. Currently they would struggle to enforce this as there is no one to enforce. ii. Core Paths –IN19.35, Culduthel Woods paths- path (earth/tar) – 1.4kms. Highland Council publish a list of core paths on their website. iii. One of the core paths has been upgraded as part of the Inverness Active Travel project and Highland Council are encouraging pupils to use the route. In the absence of the TPO enforcement, he felt that we might need to push this towards Highland Council and ask them what is the position if a pupil/member of the public is injured by a falling branch while walking on the core paths. Who would be responsible? .



c)



d)



e) f)



In the past there had been a suggestion that Culduthel Park residents could form some kind of Community Trust. However, it appears that most of the residents in the flats are tenants. There was also a suggestion that the CC help facilitate a meeting inviting residents whose properties backed on to the woods along with representatives from Highland Council and if so, who should organise this? Steve Rowan noted that the last tree survey appeared to have been in 2009 and it may be necessary to use radar to check the trees which can be very expensive. Councillor Christie reported that he had been approached by about four people interested in forming a Community Trust. He felt that the CC should facilitate a meeting and Highland Council should attend. It was agreed to aim for this meeting to be held in January 2018. Members of the public present indicated that people were tipping rubbish in the burn again and they also wondered who had provided lifebelts at the pond. The chair noted that concerns have also been expressed via email from a member of the public about garden rubbish being dumped and young people/children causing havoc lighting fires, digging holes and generally making a mess. Buses. There is still an issue for a resident with the number of buses, particularly double deckers passing her door during their 12 hour daily operation. Susan Mathieson reported that she had contacted Stagecoach about the reintroduction of the electric buses on the No.7 route but this is not possible as it merges with the No. 1 service and the route is too long for the electric charge on the buses. Another member of the public present indicated that Crown CC were having some issues with bus routes in their area too. Some suggestions were made 1) placing a post on Facebook to find out what other residents think of the current service and if they have any issues. 2) members of the CC could take the bus and then look to see if there was an alternative route that would serve the area. 3) invite Stagecoach representative to a future meeting. The matter was left that the CC should invite Stagecoach once there were some suggestions. Newsletter. There was a discussion about developing and producing our next newsletter. The chair indicated that by the time we gathered all the information, arranged for printing and distribution we would be near to Christmas. It was therefore agreed to start planning it now with a view to it being ready for distribution in January 2018. Planning Matters – Culduthel Avenue – see below. Planning Matters – Drummond Hill – see below.



5. Budget Update: the treasurer had emailed the balance in the account of £3528.01 to the secretary prior to the meeting. a) Benches. The secretary informed the meeting that the benches had been ordered and she was just waiting to hear when they had been delivered. 6. Correspondence: a) HC Consultation on Review of polling places. The chair felt there would be some merit in the CC considering this consultation as currently several local schools are used as polling places. Councillor Christie indicated that in the future, Highland Council would arrange for the school in-service days to coincide with elections so it would be better for parents and resultant childcare.



b) LILDEM stakeholder report October 2017. The secretary reported that she had received email correspondence regarding this and would forward the email to members. c) Scottish Civic Trust Annual Conference. Email received regarding this conference which takes place in Glasgow on 27 November 2017. d) Statutory Consultation- proposal to establish a new primary school to serve the Ness Castle and Ness-side housing developments. This consultation will begin on 23 October 2017 and finish on 1 December 2017. The proposal paper and appendices are available online at: http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations A public meeting will be held in Holm Primary School on Wednesday 8 November 2017 at 7pm All other correspondence had been emailed out prior to the meeting. Councillors Christie and Smith left the meeting at this point. 4e) Planning Matters – Culduthel Avenue. The CC had received an email from West Coast Estates informing us that they were due to lodge an application for the site on Culduthel Avenue which will be for four retail units operating under Class1,2 or 3. They are happy to present to the CC so they have been invited to attend the November meeting. 4f) Planning Matters - Drummond Hill – (site of Scottish Agricultural College), Stratherrick Road. The chair informed the meeting that she had written to the developers and as a result a meeting had been arranged to meet with them on 27 /10/17 which the chair, Steve Rowan and John Callaghan will attend. 7. A.O.C.B a) Ness Bridge – Susan Mathieson informed the meeting that work was due to commence on the Ness Bridge for installation of lighting bollards on the pavements to improve visibility when crossing over the bridge. b) Overhanging branches – one of the members of the public present requested we place a notice in the newsletter reminding people to trim any overhanging branches which are obscuring pavements. c) Drainage – John Callaghan reported that fallen leaves were impacting on the drainage on particular parts of Balnakyle Road. The chair informed him, he could report it on Highland Council’s web site. d) Archive Centre – a member of the public present informed the meeting that the Archive Centre encouraged groups to make arrangements to visit if they had a particular area of interest that they wished to research.



8. Date of next meeting: The date of the next meeting will be: Monday 27 November 2017 at 7.30pm in PE Classroom, Community Wing, Inverness Royal Academy. All welcome.
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