









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee Inc & the Municipality of Lemnos



Lemnos and the Centenary of Anzac 2015, Our Shared History



Conference Report of the Inaugural Lemnos Anzac Conference, 11th-13th July 2013 Portianou Cultural Centre, Portianou, Lemnos Greece



LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013



Page 1



Preface It is with great pleasure that the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee joined with the Municipality of Lemnos in holding the first Anzac Conference on Lemnos in July 2013. The Conference was organised to provide both a focus for discussion on Lemnos’ link to Anzac and also to encourage future developments to enhance commemorative activities on this beautiful northern Aegean Island. A number of academic presentations were made detailing the nature of the link to Lemnos as well as commemorative issues and we are very appreciative of those academics that were able to attend our Conference. Their contribution was most welcome. There were also a number of presentations on the need for further action to enhance Lemnos’ Anzac trail to ensure that Lemnos is able to play a key role in the forthcoming Centenary of Anzac in 2015 and beyond. A number of important recommendations were made during the Conference, including measures to enhance Lemnos’ Anzac trail and the formation of Lemnos’ Friends of Anzac to assist the Municipality of Lemnos in preparing the Island for 2015. The organisers would also like to acknowledge the provision of tourism services for overseas participants and advertising support for the Conference on Lemnos by Mr Nikolas Fournarakis of Anzac Tours in Greece. We also thank Mr Joe Caputo, a member of our Committee, and Mr Stelios Mantzaris of Varos Village for their support of the Conference. We hope that you enjoy the attached report on the Conference and a selection of the major addresses made as part of the Conference. We hope this will be the first of many future conferences and gatherings dedicated to the commemoration of Lemnos’ link to Anzac and the Gallipoli campaign. In conclusion, we would like to thank all participants who were able to take part in the Conference. Lee Tarlamis, President Jim Claven, Secretary Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee Inc. Incorporation No: A0058466A •C/O - Office of Lee Tarlamis MLC, 157A Sladen Street Cranbourne VIC 3977 Mobile: 0409 402 388 • Email: [email protected]
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Usage and Copy Right This report has been prepared by Jim Claven, Secretary of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee (LGCC), on behalf of the LGCC. It contains original works and images, including papers and addresses by the various speakers and presenters identified. Original text and images is copyright to and remains the property of the authors identified. Should you wish to make use of this text or images, please seek the approval of the authors concerned. Contact details for the authors can be obtained from Jim Claven. Use for non-commercial purposes is encouraged, provided authority is sought and authors identified. If you have any queries regarding the use of the research contained in this report, please contact Jim Claven at – [email protected]
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Introduction On 11th-13th July 2013, the first Anzac Conference was held on Lemnos, Greece, at the Portianou Cultural Centre. This was a new joint initiative of the Melbourne-based Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee and the Municipality of Lemnos, Greece. This Conference was inaugurated as a key part of the on-going effort of both these bodies to raise awareness of Lemnos’ link to Gallipoli and Australia’s Anzac legend – in the context of the coming Centenary of Anzac in 2015. Lemnos was the key base for the Anzac campaign, where the Anzacs left from, where they rested and recovered, where the Australian nurses cared for the injured and where the Anzacs were helped by and helped the local Lemnians. As well as being a base for Australia’s 50,000 soldiers and sailors and 130 nurses, over 140 Australians remain in Lemnos’ war graves. The letters, diaries and photographs left behind from this meeting of Australians and Lemnians records the beginnings of Australia’s link to Greece. As we get closer to the Gallipoli Centenary it is essential for Australians to understand that without Lemnos as a base for allied troops for nearly a year there would have been no Gallipoli campaign. Visitors to Lemnos can walk in the footsteps of the Anzacs – in its 2 Commonwealth War Cemeteries, the site of the hospitals and rest camps, the sites explored by the Anzacs and the supply bases including remnants of the desalination plant that provided water to our Gallipoli troops. Lemnos is the missing link of the Gallipoli story. We can never be true to our history and the 50,000 Anzacs that were there-soldiers, navy, nurses and medical personnel and those Lemnians who enthusiastically supported the campaign. The Conference organisers recognised the work of those on Lemnos and Australia’s Lemnian community over decades to ensure that the story was not forgotten. As we approach the coming Centenary of Anzac, Australia’s Greek community should be proud of the role that Greece played in offering its islands for the Anzacs and allies. Australia and Greece share an Anzac and Gallipoli heritage. This is what was explored in detail as part of the Conference as Greece prepares for the Centenary of Gallipoli. In 2015, as Australians and New Zealanders pilgrimage to Gallipoli, Lemnos should play its rightful role. The Conference was established to complement the other initiatives of the parties, including establishing Lemnos’ Anzac trail, bringing commemorative tours to Lemnos and to create permanent memorials to Lemnos’ Anzac link.
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The Conference The Conference was a major success for the further development of commemorative tourism on the Island, with nearly one hundred participants attending the Conference throughout the days various discussions, this is a great and new beginning to the commemoration of Lemnos’ link to Australia’s Anzac story. Participants included Australians who had flown to Lemnos specifically for the Conference, as well as a large number of local Lemnians and expatriates who took part in the day long discussions. The Conference brought together key government, tourism and community leaders on Lemnos to help plan and discuss preparations for the Centenary of Anzac in 2015. After a blessing from the Bishop of Lemnos and Agios Esfstratios, opening addresses were made by Vice Admiral Theodosiou of the Hellenic Navy, Mr Chatzidiamantis the Mayor of Lemnos and Mrs Joanna Gkouvatsou the Hellenic Australian Council for Entrepreneurship, before the official opening of the Conference by Lee Tarlamis MP. Others present included Regional Government representatives and representatives of the local civil, military and religious authorities.



Figure 1 Lee Tarlamis MP and President of the Lemnos Gallipoli CC addresses the Conference. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



Historical presentations were made on the importance of aspects of Lemnos’ Anzac link by Mr Jim Claven, Secretary of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee, and Dr John Yiannakis of Curtin University. Dr John Yiannakis had also recently addressed the issue of Lemnos at Melbourne’s Antipodes Festival. Ms Sibel Baykut of Bahcesehir University gave a presentation on the role of memorials in the memory of the Gallipoli story. The Hon John Pandazopoulos, MP, former Victorian Tourism Minister and President of the World Hellenic Inter-Parliamentary Association, addressed the Conference on how Lemnos can develop its unique cultural tourism links to the Gallipoli story and with Australia.
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He spoke about the potential immediate and long term benefits for Lemnos and its tourism industry of developing its commemorative tourism product. He pointed out that Lemnos is in a unique position in Greece to play a role in Anzac-Gallipoli tourism. Gallipoli is one of the major tourist visitation attractions for many Australians in visiting Turkey. Lemnos should and can be part of this important market. However it will be crucial for Lemnos to actively develop its product and marketing. A key to this includes enhancing the Anzac Trail on the Island to facilitate tourists seeking the Anzac story, creating new transport links between Gallipoli and Lemnos and providing accommodation and other tourism services over a broader period than currently. Lemnos has a real story to tell to Australians (as well as New Zealanders, the UK, France and Canada). It also has a strong cultural link to Australia through the Hellenic diaspora. He concluded saying that Turkey has made great strides in accommodating this growing Australian market. Lemnos has the potential to lead the way for Greece, showing how this new commemorative tourism market can bring new visitors to Lemnos and Greece. Stelios Mantzaris, proprietor of Varos Village Hotel, made a presentation on the tourism and economic potential for Lemnos.



Figure 2 Varos Village Hotel's Stelios Mantzaris addresses the Conference. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



Following the presentations and speeches, the Conference had open discussion with many important issues raised and discussed. These include the importance of enhancing the infrastructure on the Island to assist the development of the Anzac Trail and involving educational activities. With regard to the latter, Dr Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis and Jenny Mikakos MP raised the concept of connecting school communities on Lemnos and Australia to develop awareness of the Anzac link to Lemnos.
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Figure 3 The Hon John Pandazopoulos chairs the Conference discussion session, with Jenny Mikakos MP making her contribution. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



The Conference provided a unique opportunity to commemorate and discuss this historic link between Australia, Lemnos and Greece, as well as an opportunity to plan for a new era of commemorative tourism on the Island commencing in 2015.



Figure 4 Dr John Yiannakis, Ms Sibel Baykut and Mr Jim Claven following their addresses to the Conference. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



As was said at the Conference: “Lemnos’ Anzac heritage is vital to enriching both the cultural links between Australia and Greece, and provides a unique commemorative tourism opportunity with clear economic benefits for the current residents of Lemnos.”
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Conference Anzac Tour The Conference also included a full-day tour of the key Anzac sites on Lemnos, led by Conference Organiser and Anzac historian, Mr Jim Claven. Conference participants took part in tour of Lemnos, following the Anzac Trail on the Island. This included visits to the Mudros, Portianou, the Turks Head Peninsula, Myrina and Kotsinas.



Figure 5 Tour participants show their respects at the Anzac Memorial Mudros Harbour. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



Figure 6 Tour participants at East Mudros Commonwealth Cemetery. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.
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Outcomes Key outcomes of the Conference were as follows: 







Lemnos Friends of Anzac. One of the key outcomes of the Conference is the formation of a local Lemnos Friends of Anzac community support group. Similar to bodies operating on the Gallipoli peninsula, this group will work with local authorities to help develop the Anzac trail on Lemnos and ensure that future events and tours to the island are actively supported by the community. Community leaders and business operators have already come forward to support this initiative. The Municipality committed to assisting in the formation of this group. Developing Lemnos’ Anzac Trail. A commitment was made to further develop the Anzac trail on Lemnos with the identification of the key Anzac sites, the development and erection of interpretive signs at these sites, the production of a specific brochure and map to assist visitors to tour the Anzac trail, and other commemorative publications;



Figure 7 Some of the Conference participants outside the Portianou Cultural Centre. Photograph Jim Claven 2013



















The New Museum and Exhibition Facility. The Municipality confirmed its commitment to build the two commemorative facilities (at Portianou and Mudros). Commitments were made to facilitate involvement of the Australian War Memorial in these new facilities. Photographic Exhibition. A commitment was made to establish an interim Anzac photographic exhibition on Lemnos. The Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee agreed to provide this exhibition to be hosted at appropriate site(s) on the Island, especially prior to the establishment of the New Museum. An agreement was signed with Varos Village Hotel to a host of a photographic exhibition; and, Access improvements to some of the key Anzac sites. Discussion occurred concerning the current limited accessibility of a number of key Anzac sites, such and those on the Turks Head Peninsula at Mudros Bay. Educational Resources and Activities. A proposal was raised to develop educational resources and activities, both in Australia and Lemnos, to encourage understanding of the Lemnos Anzac story as well as create linkages with schools in both countries. Only by
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creating real understanding and links between young people in Australia and on Lemnos will ensure an on-going legacy for the future of the Lemnos’ Anzac link. Future Conferences. The Conference concluded with a commitment to make this a regular event on Lemnos, with the possibility of alternating its location with Australia.



Concluding Remarks The Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee thanks the support they received from the Municipality of Lemnos for the hosting of the inaugural Conference. We would also like to thank Anzac Tours in Greece for its tourism services support for the Conference. We also thank the speakers and all participants for taking the time to take part in this important event. The Conference was a great success, with nearly one hundred attendees and participants coming from Australia and mainland Greece. The presentations and stimulating discussions have focused attention on key projects to ensure the commemoration of Lemnos’ contribution to Anzac is appropriately remembered as part of the coming Centenary of Anzac. We look forward to work together in the future to make our joint objectives a reality.
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Key Note Addresses A number of addresses were made to Conference. Below is the transcripts of the addresses made by the Conference Key Note speakers.



Mr Antonis Chatzidiamantis – Mayor of Lemnos



Figure 8 Mr Chatzidiamantis, Mayor of Lemnos, with Lee Tarlamis MP. Photograph Jim Claven 2012



Mr Chatzidiamantis is the Mayor of Lemnos and has been a strong supporter of our campaign to commemorate the contribution of the Island to Australia’s Anzac legend and the Gallipoli campaign. This is his welcome address to the Conference. --Dear friends welcome to Lemnos, the "most favourite of all lands" as Homer says. We are sure this is how your ancestors felt about it during the difficult times of heroic fighting in the Gallipoli Peninsula. 100 years since 1912, which was the beginning of a staggering decade to Lemnos, Greece and the world: Balkan Wars / Liberation 1912; World War I 1914 / ANZAC 1915, Treaty of Moudros 1918; Revolution in Russia / Immigrants in Lemnos 1920; Campaign in Asia Minor and the resulting disaster / Refugees in Lemnos 1922 The historical time is dense in this period, with all these events of world-historical importance and Lemnos, the ancient crossroad of civilizations, played a key role. Our geographical location determines the fate of this island since the beginning of history until today. Same as the Ancient Greeks, who were stranded on the shores of Troy, the ANZACS on the opposite coast were stranded in an unfair fight; they were looking forward Lemnos, as the base and shelter. Is it a coincidence that the end of the First World War, the Treaty of Mudros was signed on the British warship "Agamemnon". There is no doubt that the historical memory wronged Lemnos and today’s' event, along with joint initiatives in view of 2015 is an opportunity to highlight its important role and contribution. The municipality of Lemnos is systematically preparing and request cooperation of both the Greek State, the Armed Forces, Ministries of Tourism and Culture and the friends and allies of the countries of the British Commonwealth and the Entente in order to highlight the gulf of Mudros as a place of historical memory.
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We have already completed two studies in order to create the Moudro Museum and outdoor exhibitions and an information point for visitors in Portianou, We hope these projects to start as soon as possible. The links of the island with Australia are unbreakable now as thousands of our compatriots live and work in the hospitable land and cities of this great country. Now days, that the economic crisis in Europe threatens the cohesion of our society, we are looking forward in the love of expatriates Lemnians for their land and the cooperation of our friends to defend the values of our common struggle and shared memory. Peace, cooperation, friendship and solidarity are our common values, to which many people from all over the world shed their blood in this corner of the earth giving hope that we can foresee in a better and fairer world and especially that we should strive for it. I wish success to your conference and hope that you get the chance to get to know our island, to socialize with ordinary people and enjoy Lemnos hospitality. Thank you...
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Mr Lee Tarlamis MP – Opening Address Lee is the MP for South Eastern Metropolitan Region in the Victorian State Parliament in Australia. He is President of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee. He has been instrumental in the establishment of the Committee and has been effective in lobbying in Australia and Greece to ensure that the Lemnos link to Anzac is better appreciated and commemorated.



Figure 9 Lee Tarlamis MP opens the Conference. Photograph Jim Claven 2013.



--As President of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee, I would like to welcome you all to this the Inaugural Lemnos ANZAC Conference. And in doing so acknowledge the presence of the Bishop of Lemnos and Agios Esfstratios, Vice Admiral Theodosiou of the Hellenic Navy, Mr Athanasios Giakalis the Northern Aegean Regional Governor , Mr Chatzidiamantis the Mayor of Lemnos , Mrs Joanna Gkouvatsou the Hellenic Australian Council for Entrepreneurship, my Australian parliamentary colleagues, distinguished guests and friends. I would also like to thank our partners in this initiative - the Municipality of Lemnos and ANZAC Tours in Greece. The Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee is a Melbourne based organisation that has been actively working for over two years to raise awareness of the important - but not well known role that Lemnos played during the Gallipoli and Dardanelles campaign in WW1 and its link with the ANZAC story. This role began when the Greek Government offered the island of Lemnos, due to its strategic location, as a base for the Allied forces for the Gallipoli campaign in 1915. As the base for the campaign, Lemnos and its population witnesses the arrival of hundreds of ships and hundreds of thousands of soldiers over the eight month campaign.
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The local Lemnian's made the ANZAC's welcome on their island and helped them with supplies, building jetties, intelligence as well as acting as interpreters. Lemnos was the birthplace of the relationship between Australian's and Greek's as it was the first time Australian's would have been exposed to Greek food, Greek cultural and Greek spirit. This relationship has endured the test of time and remains strong today and continues to grow. Our Committee has broad representation in Australia from the Lemnian Community, returned soldiers organisations, historians, Members of Parliament, members of the Hellenic business community and interested members of the public. Our objective is clear. To ensure that the vital role that Lemnos and Greece played in this important and defining time in Australia's history is acknowledged and commemorated. We want this to be part of the legacy that is not forgotten and is passed on through generations. 2015 is the Centenary of ANZAC in Australia and is a good opportunity for Lemnos and Greece to reconnect with the ANZAC story, as many activities are being planned in Australia and at Gallipoli to commemorate the ANZAC landings. As we say, Lemnos and its huge harbour at Mudros were essential to the Gallipoli campaign. The role it played over in 1915 as the base for the Anzacs and the campaign is a vital part of the ANZAC legend. We are committed to ensuring that Lemnos’ story is part of that commemoration. We want to realise this with a number of specific projects. The most important of these is the construction of a major statue in Melbourne – from where many ANZAC's departed for Lemnos and Gallipoli – that will be the focal point for commemorations into the future. We have engaged a famous Australian sculptor - Peter Corlett – who has designed many ANZAC sculptures both in Australia and overseas – to design our Lemnos Gallipoli statue. We envisage that the statue will comprise an Australian nurse and wounded soldier, standing on a stylised map of Lemnos, with the story of Lemnos’ ANZAC connection on the base of the statue. We think that this will be a fitting representation of Lemnos’ story – of its role: as a haven for the sick and wounded, as a place of rest from the horrors of war, and, as a place where Australian nurses cared for their soldier comrades. But it will also reinforce the fact that this occurred on this island, in the Aegean. And the story will tell of how the ANZAC's were helped by and in turn helped the Lemnian's all those years ago. LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013
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In this way, the statue will also be reminder of Lemnos’ connection to Australia, and to its continuing link through the immigration of many Lemnian's to Australia. We are in the process of finalising the location for this statue and we will soon be launching our fundraising activities to make this memorial a reality. It is our intention to unveil the statue in April 2015 to coincide with the Centenary of ANZAC. Another of our projects is to encourage the Australian and Greek governments to ensure that Lemnos is part of the Centenary in 2015. Specifically, we are pushing for the visit of the official Australian naval ship to come to Lemnos on its way from Australia to Gallipoli in April 2015. This could be a focus for Lemnos’ ANZAC commemorations in 2015, and also the location for the first commemorative service in honour of the over 900 burials at sea which occurred during the Gallipoli campaign. The official ship visit could also be the catalyst for other tour boats to come to Lemnos at the same time. I can announce to you here – that after many months of lobbying - we are close to making this a reality. Following discussions held here in Lemnos earlier this year with the Chief’s of the Hellenic and Australian Navy’s, the Chief of the Royal Australian Navy has committed to supporting this initiative. And we will continue to work to ensure that this becomes a reality. We are also committed to having a commemorative publication, celebrating the role of Lemnos in the ANZAC story. But one of the things that is most important to our Committee is working together with Lemnos to realise its plans for 2015 and beyond. I would like to also specifically thank the Municipality and Nicolas Fournarakis from ANZAC Tours in Greece for their support and actions over the past years. They have shown a commitment to realising the potential for Lemnos in properly commemorating its important link to the ANZAC story, however a lot more needs to be done. Efforts need to be intensified to make this a reality. We have offered the municipality our full support for the new project here in Portianou and the museum in Mudros, and we have been endeavouring to establish a link between the municipality and the Australian War Memorial to assist with its displays. We have also been encouraging the municipality to make an ANZAC trail on Lemnos a reality, so that the thousands of visitors who will come to Lemnos will be able to walk in the footsteps of the
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ANZAC's – and learn the history of this beautiful island and its people, and their link to Australia’s past and present. And we are proud to be supporting the establishment of Lemnos’ Friends of ANZAC proposal, to bring Lemnian's together who want to help make our joint plans a reality. To realise all these aims, we have been doing our best to share this story as widely as possible. We have had many stories published in Australia and in the international media – as you can see from some of the examples that are on display here today. We have created a new website which has had close to 2,000 hits in just over two months. Lastly, can I say it is great to be back on the beautiful island of Lemnos again. I must confess I have a personal stake in achieving the aims and aspirations that I have mentioned here today, and that is my Lemnian heritage. As many of you may know my father was born in Tsimandria as was my grandmother and my grandfather was born in Arkgionnes. I still have a lot of family on the island - some of whom are here today. Although my father and my grandparents left Lemnos many years ago and eventually settled in Australia, Lemnos has always remained an important part of them and of me. I have been extremely honoured to have had the privilege of returning here on many occasions now, meeting my many relatives and walking in the footsteps of my ancestors. And I am committed to ensuring that the significance and importance of this beautiful island, an island with so much history, is acknowledged and that steps are taken to secure its place in history for generations to come. Finally, I would like to read out a message from the Australian Ambassador to Greece, Her Excellence Mrs Jenny Bloomfield. The Ambassador has been an active supporter in keeping the Lemnos ANZAC story alive and she has been a regular participant in the Islands ANZAC services. Unfortunately she is unable to be here with us today but she has provided me with this message on behalf of the Australian Government which I will now read: “Dear delegates, Friends of Australia and Greece, I would like to congratulate most sincerely the Municipality of Lemnos and the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee for organizing today’s inaugural conference on the ANZACs - the Australian and New Zealand soldiers who fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915, in Australia’s first major military campaign.



LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013



Page 16



There is no legacy more enduring for Australians, which defines more who we are as a nation, than the ANZAC legend. More than 8,700 Australians and 2,700 New Zealanders lost their lives at Gallipoli, along with countless others from our allies and from Turkey. Lemnos, where you are holding your conference today, was the main logistical support base for the Gallipoli campaign, home to Australian hospitals and nurses and a place of refuge for wounded Australian soldiers. The ANZACs found the friendship, hospitality and support of the Lemnian people. For many, Lemnos is their final resting place. Our nation’s appreciation is expressed at annual commemorative events held on Lemnos each ANZAC Day, on 25 April. The Australian Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, as well as the Chief of the Hellenic Defence Forces, the Chief of the Greek Navy, Members of Parliament, local government representatives and friends of both countries, attended this year’s commemorations, in honour of our common bonds. From the coast of Lemnos, where the first ANZACs embarked on the Gallipoli campaign which shaped our nation, to the battlefields of Crete fighting against Nazi invasion in 1941, Australians and Greeks have fought together for democracy and freedom, with courage, sacrifice, mateship and compassion. These are the values of our nation, and values that Australians and Greeks both share. They are values that our two nations have fought together to uphold, and guide us as we meet our common challenges, now and in the future. Once again I congratulate you on this important initiative and wish this inaugural conference every success.” This is a very important day - one which we hope will be a new beginning for the great story that links Lemnos, Gallipoli and the ANZAC's.” And with those words I have the pleasure of formally declaring the conference open. Thank you.
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Mr Jim Claven – Australia Comes to Lemnos 1915 – Stories from the Australian Archives Mr Claven is Secretary of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee and a Masters Graduate in history from Australia’s Monash University. He is researching the Anzac link to Lemnos, identifying the key Anzac sites on the island and has led Tours of Lemnos and the Anzac trail throughout Greece.



Figure 10 Mr Claven addresses the Conference.



---



Figure 11 Mudros Harbour, Lemnos, 1915. Source AW savage, photo album, PXE 698, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW.



I would like to begin my talk with the words of one of the Australian nurses who served here during the Gallipoli campaign, Nursing Sister Donnell of the 3rd Australian General Hospital. From Adelaide in South Australia, he had served eight months on Lemnos and was now about to leave, on 20th January 1916: “We have just seen the last of Lemnos. Of course, we are glad, yet there are many things we will miss; the unconventional freedom and the unique experiences we had there. The glorious colourings of the sky, the watching of the beautiful Star of Bethlehem at night, and the harbour and the hills; but when we think of the cold, the wind, and dust, we are thankful LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013
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we are not going to spend the winter there ... Goodbye Lemnos. We take many happy memories of you. I would not have liked to miss you ...” 1 These words set the scene for my presentation. They reveal the fact the Lemnos made a great impression on the thousands of young Australians who would come here in 1915. They would leave behind a great legacy in their writings and photographs which stand testimony to the enduring link between this island and Australia. It is encouraging that recent years we have seen a resurgence of interest in Lemnos’ role in the Anzac and Gallipoli story. A number of authors – including one of Australia’s famous novelists Thomas Keneally – have felt compelled to re-count the stories of these young Australians. For many it is an aspect of the Gallipoli campaign and for others the story of the nurses who cared for the inured on this lovely island. This is a welcome phenomenon. For until recently Lemnos’ role had dimmed in the re-telling of the Anzac story. This is despite the fact that Lemnos was crucial to the whole Gallipoli story. Without Lemnos’ great harbour and supply bases, the campaign and the birth of the Anzac legend there would not have been possible. The more I have read, the more I realise that Lemnos played a crucial part in the Gallipoli campaign and impacted directly on the lives of the many Australian soldiers and nurses who came here – and the Island and islanders as well.



Figure 12 Bay of Pournia, looking north east, Samothrace in the distance. Photograph Jim Claven 2013



1



Sister Donnell quoted in Katrina Hedditch, Lemnos 1915 – A Nursing Odyssey to Gallipoli, Press Here, Ocean Grove, 2011, p. 157-158.
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Figure 13 Amphitheatre of Hephaistia, north east Lemnos. Photograph Jim Claven 2013



When the Anzacs arrived in 1915, they found a beautiful island in the northern Aegean Sea. On a clear day, from its shores they could see Samothrace, the Asia Minor coast and to the north the mysterious Mount Athos. They also came to an Island steeped in history and myth. Some of the young Anzacs, educated in the Classics, were aware that they were walking in the footsteps of the stories of the god Hephaestus, of Jason and the Argonauts, of the great archer Philoctetes and King Agamemnon – who lit a chain of fires on the island’s peaks to signal to his Queen, Clytemnestra that Troy had fallen. Over eight months in 1915 some 50,000 Australians soldiers came to Lemnos on their way to the bloody and disastrous campaign on the Gallipoli peninsula.



Figure 14 Transports of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force anchored in Mudros Harbour, with French soldiers in the foreground, before the landing on Gallipoli Peninsula. Lemnos April 1915. Photograph Ernest Brooks. Source AWM image G00549



Some 500,000 Allied soldiers took part in the Gallipoli campaign. They would transform the island and its islanders. As Nurse Kath King wrote on her arrival at Mudros in April 1915 - “Australians seemed to be everywhere.”
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Figure 15 Distances between Lemnos and neighbouring Islands and Gallipoli, with medical facilities identified. Source: A.G. Butler, Official history of the Australian Army Medical Services in the War of 1914-1918, Volume 1: Gallipoli, Palestine and New Guinea, Melbourne, AWM, 1938



Only liberated from the Ottoman Empire and joined to Greece in 1912, Lemnos’ position at the gateway to the Dardanelles and its harbour at Mudros had encouraged Greece to offer Lemnos as the base for Allied operations at Gallipoli.



Figure 16 Australian soldier with Greek family at Therma, Lemnos 1915. Source AWM image C02222



The Australia’s participation in the Gallipoli campaign would bring Australians to Greece for the first time. It would be the first significant encounter of Australians with Greece, and an inter-action which has grown with the years and still plays a major part of Australian and Greek culture. When the Australian troops and nurses arrived, they found a beautiful and unknown island. After the heat and dust of their training camps in Egypt, Lemnos was a welcome relief to these young Australians.
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Figure 17 Unidentified members of the 2nd Australian Field Ambulance practising boat drill in the harbour on the Aegean island of Lemnos in preparation for the landing at Anzac Cove. In the background is the transport ship SS Katuna (A13). Mudros Harbour, Lemnos, April 1915. Source AWM image C01632



Their experience of Lemnos would be varied. All soldiers had some connection with the island, even if only as a safe transit harbour. But for thousands it would be a place of refuge, healing, work, of preparing and training for battle - and one of happy recreation and respite from the horrors and disease of the Gallipoli peninsula. Initially the arrivals overwhelmed the island’s resources of water and other supplies – resulting in many soldiers and nurses spending most of their initial experience of Lemnos on board their transit ships. Yet even then, they would go ashore for periods at a time and enjoy the fruits of the island and its hospitality. The famous Anzac medical orderly John Simpson, who would soon die on the peninsula and be immortalised with his donkey, rowed men ashore to find fresh vegetables, and promptly set off to barter wine for his mates. From these beginnings on the hundreds of ships in the crowded harbour of Mudros, the Allied forces established hospitals, rest camps and supply depots. They would spread out from their bases and visit the towns and villages across the island, meeting the locals.
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Figure 18 Nurses and patients in a fully and properly equipped ward tent of the 3rd AGH, Lemnos, 1915. Source AWM image J01446



Figure 19 Australian soldiers just arrived from Gallipoli, paddle through the water at the end of Mudros Bay to the rest camp at Sarpi. Photo by AW Savage. December 1915. Source AWM image j01601



Figure 20 East Mudros Military Cemetery containing the graves of Allied soldiers killed in the Gallipoli Campaign. Mudros village is in the background. 1915. Source AWM image H10407
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This meeting of cultures and peoples between these young Australians and Lemnos and its people has left us a unique legacy. For the Australians left behind a record of their impressions of the island and its people - in letters, diaries and memoirs, and an amazing photographic record. For the soldiers and nurses brought cameras to the island, recording their stay and experiences in thousands of images. These are preserved in the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, Australia. Looking through these images one sees the usual images of war –     



the great armada of war ships preparing for battle, the soldiers marching and resting on the island, the nurses and hospitals with their injured, the dangers in the waters surrounding Lemnos – which would see ships like the Southland sunk and lives lost; and the newly dug graves of the soldiers who would stay on Lemnos, never to return to their homes and loved ones in Australia.



Figure 21 Wedding of Staff Nurse Daley and Sgt Lawrence at Church Camp, West Mudros, Lemnos, October 1915. Source AWM image P01360.001
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Figure 22 Football match between AIF 6 Battalion team and that of HMS Hunter, at a camp on Lemnos, 1915. Source AWM image C001191



But they also include tender moments of happiness and respite, even a wedding and the odd game of football, or hiring a donkey to travel over the island – all under the long shadow of the ever present fighting. But one of the intriguing aspects of this archive is their depiction of Lemnos and its villagers. I believe it would be difficult to find another Greek island at the turn of the century that has had its ordinary life recorded in such detail for the benefit of future generations. What sort of island did they find? Lemnos had seen little development by the standards of the time, with few roads, major buildings and limited infrastructure. Its villagers led what can only be described as a simple life, making a living from the land and trading their surpluses of food and produce with outsiders. But during their eight months or so on Lemnos, the soldiers, nurses and engineers would transform the island – physically and socially. Roads and piers would be built, bridges repaired, water sources improved and the villagers would find a new source of income in helping to build this new infrastructure and by supplying the thousands of new visitors to the island.
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Figure 23 Greek patients at the 3 AGH, West Mudros, Lemnos, 1915. Source AW savage, photo album, PXE 698, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW.



And the Lemnians would benefit from access to new medical services built on the island for the wounded of the battlefield. As they toured across the island enjoying some free time, the soldiers and nurses inter-acted socially with their new Lemnian neighbours. They would record their impressions of Lemnos and its people in letters, diaries and memoirs.



Figure 24 Two unidentified soldiers admire the interior of a Greek Orthodox Church on the Aegean island of Lemnos. 1915. Source AWM image C01424



Figure 25 Group portrait of four unidentified Greek children on the Aegean island of Lemnos, 1915. Source AWM image C01429
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These tell of their love of the light and the harbour waters, the mountain views, of the windmills, of meeting local Greek children. Of visits to local Orthodox Church services, recording the rich icons, gorgeous robes of the priests and the perfumed air, infused with the smell of incense. They would write of visits to local schools and their impressions of the schoolchildren. They visited the local shops for some fresh food, such as meat, mandarins and nuts. They would recount stories of negotiating the hiring or purchase of donkeys and boats from locals to travel across and around the island when on leave. Australian Signaller, N.K. Harvey found the Orthodox Church services fascinating, “interesting and novel to the Australians”: “Holy week and Easter occurred during our stay on the island, and our men were interested in how this season was observed by the Greeks. There was an amount of bell-ringing in the churches, and for a day or two the bells never seemed to stop. On Easter Day there were innumerable gifts of dyed Easter eggs from the villagers to our men.”2 And they would tell of their relaxations in the streets and shops of the island’s towns and villages, and visits to the reviving hot mineral baths at the wonderful mineral springs of Therma. Visiting the latter, Signaller, A.H.Edmonds wrote: “Here the troops indulged in the luxury of a hot bath – the first, for most of us, since leaving our native land. The springs gush from the hillsides near the bottom of the valley, over which has been built the bath-house. The bathroom is about 12 feet square and dimly lighted by a perforation in the roof, which is domed. The floor is paved with marble slabs, on to which the hot water splashes from marble basins set in the walls. Besides these healing waters, Lemnos is famous for its “medicinal earth”, claimed in older times to heal festering wounds. Turks in modern times believe that a vessel of this earth renders impotent poison drunk from it.” 3 Lieutenant Colonel Aubrey Herbert wrote of his visit to Therma and Myrina (then referred to as Castro): “Drove across the island to Castro. There was a delightful spring half a mile from Castro and a café [kept by a Greek]... Great fig-trees and gardens …Castro is beautiful, with balconies over the narrow streets … and shady gardens. I bathed in a transparent sea, facing Athos, which was gleaming like a diamond. I watched its shadow come across the eighty miles of sea at sunset, as Homer said it did.” 4 Sgt Fred Garrett of the 3rd Australian Light Horse Regiment wrote about a visit to Portianou: “Greek cafes with gorgeous decorations. Houses are solidly built and all two story. Where convenient there is a big vine trained around the cottage. All the yards I saw were paved



2



Hugh Gilchrist, Australians and Greeks – Volume 2: The Middle Years, Halstead Press, 1997, p 38. Hugh Gilchrist, Australians and Greeks – Volume 2: The Middle Years, Halstead Press, 1997, p 44. 4 Aubrey Herbert, Mons, Anzac and Kut Anzac 1915 [A memoir], http://www.gwpda.org/wwiwww/Mons/mons2.htm 3
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with slabs and surrounded with high stone walls. … Away back on the top of a high hill and perched on the very peak is a solitary big building white and which is a monastery.” 5 Sister Olive Haynes, a nurse at No. 2 Australian General Hospital on Lemnos, recorded her visit to Kontias on the 9th January 1915: “… We’ve had such nice weather lately – we have been awfully lucky. The other afternoon Sister Daw and I walked to Kontias, such a pretty little port over the other side. We bought mandarins and nuts and ate them in a shop. The (local) [Greek] kids gathered round saying ‘Australia very good, very nice. Turco finish’.” 6 For almost all of these Australians it was their first experience of Greece, and for many there first experience overseas. But others brought an awareness and sensitivity to their commentary on Lemnos. Lieutenant Colonel Herbert compared the fauna of Lemnos to that of Crete, Cyprus and other islands he had already visited. 7 Young Signaller A.H. Edmonds wondered whether his Anzac colleagues were aware of “the sanctity of the classical ground on which they trod”. He recalled that the island was sacred to Hephaestus and had had been visited by Jason and the Argonauts on their way to Cholcis, and their having been well received by the Lemnian women.8 Despite the new security and movement restrictions the islanders faced living in a military zone, it would also appear from the writings and photographs that for many of the local Lemnians this was an enjoyable – and for many a profitable – experience. One writes of the local villagers performing their national dance and singing anthems, of the Australians joining in with a concertina. Greek shops, bakers, farmers and butchers sold food and supplies to the Australians. A few soldiers would find the local Lemnians good negotiators when it came to prices. Two examples tell of a Cypriot contractor engaged to supply cattle to be slaughtered by local Lemnians and a local named Goulandris shipping firewood from nearby Mount Athos to supply the Allied force on Lemnos.



5



Fred Garrett’s War Diary 1915-16, http://www.grantsmilitaria.com/garrett/html/oct1915.htm Sister Olive L.C. Haynes, We are here, too - Diaries and Letters, Nov 1914 to February 1918, Compiled and edited by Margaret Young, Australian Down Syndrome Association Inc, 1991, p. 108 7 Aubrey Herbert, Mons, Anzac and Kut Anzac 1915 [A memoir], http://www.gwpda.org/wwiwww/Mons/mons2.htm 8 Hugh Gilchrist, Australians and Greeks – Volume 2: The Middle Years, Halstead Press, 1997, p. 40-43 6
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Figure 26 Two Greek men in a boat, handling goats and sheep for the Indian troops on the Gallipoli Peninsula and Cape Helles, the animals having to be killed by the Indians themselves. Source AWM image A02037



Amazingly, local Greeks even arrived on the landing beaches at Gallipoli only a few days after the landings as water carriers, operating canteens, ferrying supplies to shore in small craft, building jetties, unloading stores, as cooks, carrying ammunition to the trenches (often young boys) and some for a while engaged in intelligence work – all of these activities often taking place under shellfire. Lieutenant Colonel Herbert would record in his memoir the loyalty of these Greek helpers: “On Thursday, April 22nd, I was able to get two Greek porters, Kristo Keresteji (which being interpreted means Kristo the Timber-merchant) and Yanni, of the little island of Ayo Strati. Kristo was with me until I was invalided in the middle of October. He showed the greatest fidelity and courage after the first few days…”9 Lemnos was also a major source of the thousands of donkeys vital to land transport at Gallipoli. They did all the heavy lifting, they dragged ambulance wagons to and fro, hauled steel, guns, water tanks, shovels and all manner of other equipment from the barges at the beaches. Photographs show them, forty at a time, single file, traversing the steep gullies that ran from Anzac beach. There are many stories of the purchase and “lightering” of donkeys at Mudros Harbour – Aubrey Herbert bought six, with one as a mascot. While some were reportedly sourced from nearby Imbros, it is more than likely that “Murphy”, the famous donkey of Simpson fame, was a Lemnian. And importantly for us today this connection between Australians and Greeks is captured for posterity in the thousands of photographs taken by Australian and other allied soldiers and nurses during their brief stay on Lemnos in 1915. They capture this inter-action and record the life of these Lemnian villagers as images frozen in time. One of the most prolific of these Anzac photographers was Albert William Savage. Born in Kent, England, he was a resident of Sydney when he joined the AIF aged 25 in 1915. Originally rejected because of poor eyesight, he was eventually accepted as a special case and embarked for Lemnos on board RMS Mooltan, 15th May 1915. 9



Aubrey Herbert, Mons, Anzac and Kut Anzac 1915 [A memoir], http://www.gwpda.org/wwiwww/Mons/mons2.htm
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He was posted as a Private to No.3 Australian General Hospital. It was while he was here that he captured many images not only soldiers and nurses, but also the local Lemnian villagers and townsfolk. These are now located at the Mitchell Library in Sydney. He would return to Australia on the Pakeha, 24th Nov 1919. One should remember that for many of these Australians the experience of Lemnos was tempered by the realities of war, the lack of medical supplies and equipment, living in tents during the winter gales and rain, coping with insects, dysentery and disease. But despite this reality, these Australians left an overwhelmingly positive legacy in these images and in their written accounts of their time on Lemnos – as the words of Nursing Sister Donnell I mentioned earlier attest. The photographic legacy of the Anzacs on Lemnos is a treasure trove collection capturing a slice of the life of these distant villagers in the northern Aegean. It is one of the few positive benefits to be left to future generations from the horrors of war.



Figure 27 HMS Agamemnon in Mudros Harbour. 1918. Source http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ArmisticeofMudros.



Lemnos – and Greece – played a crucial but little appreciated role in Australia’s Anzac experience. It was the base from which Australia’s involvement in the Gallipoli campaign sprang and was sustained in 1915, and it was the location of the ending of the war with the Ottoman Empire in October 1918, aboard the HMS Agamemnon in Mudros Harbour. And its role is recorded in words and photographs.
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Figure 28 Myrina water front, 1915. Source AWM image C00656.



Figure 29 Myrina water front. Photograph Jim Claven 2012



When one walks around Lemnos today one is reminded of the Island the Anzacs walked on all those years ago. It is testimony to the remembrance of Lemnos’ current inhabitants that they continue to honour the memory of all those young Australians who came to their island all those years ago. And honour the support of their forebears for these young soldiers who had had to face the horrors of war. As I walk around the Military Cemeteries, reading the names of the fallen and contemplating what personal stories lie behind them – it made me think how comforting it would be to Australian relatives of these soldiers to know that all the way around the world, on this northern Aegean island, that their sacrifice is remembered and commemorated. And how comforting to Lemnos to know that all the way back in Australia, in the archives of the Australian War Memorial, lie this story of Lemnos – of its people and their lives, their churches and schools, their mountains, harbours and sunsets. As Secretary of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee, I along with the rest of the Committee and its supporters, are working to ensure that the Lemnos’ connection to Australia’s LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013
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Anzac story is not forgotten and is given due recognition as we approach the Centenary of Anzac in 2015. Much needs to be done – both in Australia and in Greece – to realise this vision. In re-telling the Lemnos’ Anzac story, we are also remembering the links between Australia and Greece – one that has endured and grown with the waves of immigration – many from this island and which will continue into the future. Thank you.



LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013



Page 32



Dr John Yiannakis - the Lemnos Heritage of Gallipoli and its Forgotten Foundations Dr Yiannakis has worked as a Research Fellow at Australia’s Curtin and Murdoch Universities. He has published extensively in the field of Greek migration, settlement and adaptation to Western Australia. He is currently working on a project to investigate Lemnos as a counter-world to Gallipoli during the Anzac campaign of 1915.



Figure 30 Dr Yiannakis addresses the Conference



--Background Despite the Greek island of Lemnos being just 100 kilometres from the Gallipoli peninsula and having played a crucial role in the eight month Dardanelles campaign, the island is virtually unknown to most Australians. While there is much written about Gallipoli, Lemnos is not usually included in this discourse. While the popularity of pilgrimages to Anzac Cove continues to grow, Lemnos remains a neglected corner of the physical site and of the historical accounts of Gallipoli. It has been marginalised over time and is not conceptualised as part of the Gallipoli campaign. Yet, it was vital to the military encounter.
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Figure 31 Map showing Lemnos in relation to the Gallipoli peninsula. Source CEW Bean, Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-18, Vol 2, Melbourne, AWM, 1924



Much of what has been recorded and written about Lemnos deals with the establishment and operation of hospitals on the island for the wounded from Gallipoli. The medical facilities on the island are a relatively well-known element of the Gallipoli narrative. Less known are the recuperative, recreational, entertainment and other activities that took place on the island. Also overlooked by much of the existing scholarship is the fact that activities on Lemnos both preceded and succeeded the landings and evacuation of the peninsula. Mudros Harbour was the point at which the various Allied forces began to assemble some months prior to the 25 April landings and Lemnos was also the place where many of those evacuated from Gallipoli were taken. Furthermore, according to various writers including the Head of the Centre for Historical Research at the National Museum of Australia, Peter Stanley, another Gallipoli legend began on Lemnos: John Kirkpatrick Simpson’s donkey Murphy (there was also 'Abdul' and 'Duffy'), was acquired on the island.10 Lemnos can therefore claim to have a significant place in the foundational events of the Anzac mythology. It was also the location where the war with the Ottoman Empire ended in October 1918; aboard the HMS Agamemnon in Mudros Harbour. Yet, its importance is not known or understood by much of the Australian population. While the military and civilian links between Australia and Greece, particularly Crete, during World War Two are recognized and publically highlighted, for example, the 70th Anniversary Commemorative celebrations of the Battle of Crete in May 2011, the ties between the two countries during World War One are not.



10



Peter Cochrane, Simpson and the Donkey: the Making of a Legend, (Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1992).
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Figure 32 Mudros harbour today looking east to the town site, May 2011. Courtesy John Yiannakis



Many questions therefore arise about the Allied presence on Lemnos, including what official knowledge existed about the island and its people before the occupation took place. How was the Allied presence on Lemnos viewed, officially and unofficially, by the Greek government of the day? Also requiring further investigation is what sort of relationships developed between the locals and the foreigners, notably the Anzacs. Did their presence disrupt or interfere with Lemnian society? What has been passed on to the local inhabitants of Lemnos about the Allied, and particularly Australian, presence? Was there any opposition to the Allied presence on the island? There is also no serious consideration given to the social, political, economic and perfunctory effects the arrival of 20th century technologies had on the people and structures of this remote Greek island that still functioned as a rural subsistence community. This paper aims to help with the process of reanimating the vital heritage of Lemnos by exploring areas of neglect and suggesting new research so as to help re-dress the island’s marginalisation in the history of Gallipoli and World War One.



Figure 33 Allied fleet in Mudros harbour, prior to the Gallipoli landing. Source AWM Poo196.009. Accessed 11 June 2012



The Literature Australia’s first military engagement in World War One at Gallipoli has provided the nation with a day of remembrance and reflection. The Australian War Memorial notes that this day of remembrance, Anzac Day, is “probably Australia’s most important national occasion”. Hence, for nearly 100 years, the Gallipoli campaign and the First World War in general have attracted considerable historical and sociological interest for Australia.
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However, the neglect, oversight or minimisation of the part played by Lemnos and its people is found in many works. For example, Bill Gammage’s The Broken Years, published in 1974 and reprinted several times, describes the experience of Australian soldiers of the time based on their letters and diaries. This social history of the war and not just the Gallipoli campaign does not, however, provide insight in to Greek-Australian relations on Lemnos. While the book “remains one of the finest books about Australians at war”,11 it highlights a gap in the historical record that needs to be addressed. Gammage was later employed as the military advisor on Peter Weir’s 1981 film Gallipoli and he also worked on the screen play of the film: a film from which many Australians gained their strongest impressions about the Gallipoli campaign. There is no reference to Lemnos in this popular visual account. The work of Australia’s official historian of the First World War, Charles Bean, cannot be ignored when considering what has been said about the Gallipoli campaign. In his first two volumes of the Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-1918, he provides the most comprehensive chronicling of the campaign. But when it comes to Lemnos, even Bean limits his discussion to military matters and physical landscape. His chapter, ‘The Dardanelles Expedition’, makes considerable reference to Lemnos. Bean discusses the British fleet’s need of a suitable harbour, and the various alternative islands, but concludes that “Lemnos possesse[d] the finest haven of all in Mudros Bay” (p. 185). The subsequent preparations for the landing of Allied forces and the sending of an Australian brigade to the island are also discussed.



Figure 34Map of east Mediterranean showing Lemnos in relation to the Gallipoli peninsula. Source CEW Bean, Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-18, Vol 2, Melbourne, AWM, 1924



Many articles, papers and texts examine particular facets of the campaign.12 Many medical and military accounts and archives can be found referring to conditions, preparations, manoeuvres and casualties. Some reference to the islanders is made, but not in any great depth or with any particular understanding of the local inhabitants. The transportation of the wounded, the unhygienic conditions of the hospitals, water shortages, sickness and disease, lack of dental care, the



11 12



http://www.awm.gov.au/atwar/gallipoli.asp 4. Including work by Les Carlyon, Ashley Ekins, Ken Inglis, Richard Nile, Bruce Scates and Graham Seal.
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different provisions supplied to the various Allied hospitals and relations between the different national medical services tend to be discussed.13



Figure 35 Hospital Ship at Mudros harbour, mid 1915. Source http://www.flickr.com/photos/thrutheselines/sets/72157626733027352/?page=2. Accessed 11 June 2012.



Numerous photos, personal accounts such as soldier and nurses’ diaries, official reports, correspondence and dispatches by various governments, assist in uncovering aspects of the nature and effects of Allied and Greek interaction. The comments in the many nurses’ diaries also provide insight in to the war experience. As Katrina Hedditch notes in her book about the experiences of Australian nurses in the Dardanelles: “Their stories are a priceless and detailed first-hand record of the Gallipoli campaign’s medical history…”.14 Some writers, including Jonathon King in the Gallipoli Diaries (2003) and Patsy Adam-Smith’s The ANZACS (1978), have utilised soldiers’ diaries to tell the Gallipoli story, but their accounts remain fundamentally a story about the day to day experiences of Australian soldiers, particularly the deprivations endured, on the peninsula. Literature about the 1915 campaign continues to be published.15 While some authors make brief mention of Australian personnel interacting with Lemnians, most work does not give much consideration, if any, to the inhabitants of the island from where the campaign was launched. In fact, the Gallipoli campaign has, over time, narrowed to exclude any location other than the peninsula, even though sites, such as Lemnos, were integral to the expedition.



13



Medical services units, general and stationary hospitals, and ambulance and medical officers, were all required to complete such diaries. The appendices, which make up the larger part of each diary, may include orders, despatches, instructions, reports, telegrams, and decisions taken; daily situation reports; staff duties; accounts of operations; changes in establishment or strength; and a summary of information received. Archival series AWM4 Class 26 comprises the diaries from Medical, Dental and Nursing Units of the First World War. 14 Katrina Hedditch, Lemnos 1915: A Nursing Odyssey to Gallipoli, (Victoria, Press Here, 2011), 19. Also see, More than Bombs and Bandages - Australian Army nurses at work in World War One by Kirsty Harris (2011) and Jan Bassett’s earlier study Guns and brooches: Australian Army nursing from the Boer War to the Gulf War, (1992). 15 Titles including Jonathan King’s 2004 book Gallipoli: Our Last Man Standing, and Harvey Broadbent’s 2009, Gallipoli: The Fatal Shore, are examples. Ashley Ekins’ 2013 edited volume Gallipoli: A ridge too far, is a more recent publication that makes some reference to Lemnos.
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Figure 36 Scene from a Greek village on Lemnos 1915. Source http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/5environment/nurses/barwick-diary.html. Accessed 11 June 2012



Figure 37 Greek priest and some of his congregation, Lemnos 1915. Source http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/eserv/UQ:706/web F831 21 21012u.jpg. Accessed 26 March 2010



The narrative Before landing at Gallipoli, and then again during the eight month campaign, Lemnos played an important role in the unfolding catastrophe. Lemnos was the base from where the Entente/Allied forces launched the Gallipoli campaign. Liberated from Ottoman rule during the first Balkan War of 1912, the island became the base for the fight against the Ottoman Empire. In February 1915, the Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos granted the British access to the island with its large natural harbour at Mudros.16 Soon after, Anglo-French forces massed a large armada and infantry forces. It was here that the Australians practised beach landings in preparation for the assault on Gallipoli. Accordingly, the Australians departed by ship from Egypt for the Gallipoli peninsula, after several months of training near Cairo. They then landed at what became known as ANZAC Cove on 25 April 1915 and established a tenuous foothold on the steep slopes above the beach. During the early days of the campaign, the Allies attempted to break through Turkish lines, while the Turks tried to drive the Allied troops off the peninsula. Efforts on both sides ended in failure and the ensuing stalemate continued for the remainder of 1915. The most successful operation of the campaign was the 16



As well as offering Lemnos to the British as a base for their fleet, Venizelos also promised troops (three divisions) for Gallipoli: probably in the hope of Greece capturing Constantinople. This military assistance was, however, never forthcoming as Venizelos resigned on 6 March 1915, due to objections from the Greek king to the prime minister’s policy.
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evacuation of troops on 19 and 20 December. Many of the hospital staff and ships, however, remained at Mudros until January 1916. This brief and typical re-telling of the campaign neglects the important role played by Lemnos and its people.17 Balkan Wars expert Dr Helen Gardikas-Katsiadakis notes how Lemnos and neighbouring islands reverted to Greece in 1912 after centuries of Ottoman rule,18 but the specific detail of the arrangements that followed which resulted in these islands being controlled by the British are not well understood. While local attitudes to the new “occupiers” appear to have been positive, the degree of suspicion or animosity towards the British or any collaboration with the Turks has not been investigated.



Figure 38 Australian troops practising in Mudros harbour for Gallipoli landing, April 1915. Source AWM C01422. Accessed 11 June 2012



Greece would eventually enter the war in July 1917, with the King under such intense Allied pressure that he departed the country. Prime Minister Venizelos returned to Athens assuming control of the government. The Greek army, however, would not be ready for any serious action until early 1918. Thus the role of Lemnos in the earlier events on Gallipoli has not been thoroughly examined from the Greek perspective. Indeed, there is even less Greek historiography about the island during the World War One period than English language histories. Hence, the proposed research hopes to uncover the other side of the Lemnos story as well as unearth more information about Anzac circumstances and activities on the island. Various Greek scholars, including Katsiadakis, and government officials are keen to see what new insights into the Australia-Hellenic Republic’s relations such research would uncover. The Hellenic Republic’s Foreign Office Archive in Athens has a range of relevant source material available for scrutiny. A cursory investigation in 2011 revealed a range of pertinent files from 1915 and 1916 dealing, for example, with “Greece and the Entente”, “Anti-British Sentiments” and documents about Australia and England.19 Also of interest was correspondence from Mudros to Athens about the Turkish campaign, and official British government notices with specific detail



17



http://www.awm.gov.au/atwar/ww1.asp accessed 2 October, 2012 Interview with Dr Helen Gardikas-Katsiadakis, Athens, 12 May 2011. 19 Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs Archives, “Various documents about Australia and England”, Politics, 1916, A/5, Athens. 18
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regarding compensation to the owners of land occupied or damaged at Mudros and surrounding villages during 1915 by British Military Authorities. In 1915, Lemnos was undeveloped, with few roads, major buildings and limited infrastructure. Its villagers led what can only be described as a simple life, scratching a living from the land and trading their surpluses of food and produce with outsiders. However, during their eight months on Lemnos, the soldiers, nurses and engineers would transform the island. Roads and piers would be built, bridges repaired, water sources improved and the villagers would find a new source of income in supplying the thousands of new visitors to the island. The locals would benefit from access to new medical services built on the island for the wounded from Gallipoli. As they toured across the island enjoying some free time, the soldiers and nurses inter-acted socially with their Lemnian neighbours. This meeting of peoples and cultures is communicated in their writings and photographs. By the time Captain (later Lieutenant Colonel) Frederick E Forrest of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade landed at Lemnos on 10 April 1915, there were already some 3,200 Australians on the island.20 Captain Forrest described the island as “pretty”. “Greek farms studded the foreshore and hills. [Mudros was] an ideal harbour, well protected [and] full of ships, transports, warships and hospital ships. Warships of all nations …” His diary entry for 16 April notes that the Greek inhabitants were “all very friendly disposed to us”.21 Soon after, Lance Corporal Archibald Barwick made his own observations about Lemnos. Lemnos is a one horsed place. The people are practically all Greek and they are 100 years behind the times. They do all their own spinning from the raw wool and make their own clothes from it. There are some very pretty girls; they are snow white and very shy. The Greek children would stand with their mouth wide open and gaze at the gramophone while it was playing as if it were some marvellous thing.22 Meanwhile, the Australian infantry began its strenuous training program on the shores of the harbour carrying heavy back-packs while scurrying up into the nearby hills. “The men were to be practised at communicating information in battle, and at carrying a very full load. There were constant landing and rushes up the foothills”.23 Captain Forrest recorded that even horses were sent ashore for exercise. He undertook landing practice on 19 April and by then many more “troopers” had entered the Bay. These soldiers included British, French, Senegalese and Indian personnel. 20



Hugh Gilchrist, Australians and Greeks Vol 2, (Sydney, Halstead Press, 1996), 39. (The 3rd Australian Infantry Brigade, the 1st Field Company of Engineers, the 3rd Field Ambulance and the brigade transport, along with parts of the Australian 1st Field Bakery and the 1st Australian Casualty Clearing Station landed from Egypt a month before and were the first Australian military personnel to set foot on Greek soil.) 21 “Frederick E Forrest (W2729 Lieutenant Colonel), 1st AIF, War Diary - 19 October 1914 to 8 September 1917”, http://www.amosa.org.au/schools/mhp/diaries/War%20diary%20-Frederick%20Forrest.pdf accessed 25 August, 2012 22 “Gallipoli and the Anzacs, Nurses’ Stories: Lance Corporal Archibald Barwick”, http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/5environment/nurses/barwick-diary.html , accessed 25 January, 2010. 23 Charles E W Bean, The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918, Vol 2, The Story of ANZAC, (Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1939), 210.
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For a few days after the Anzac landing (25 April 1915), a number of Greeks and their donkeys served on the beaches as water-carriers. They were soon evacuated as was the Greek who operated a canteen on the landing beach. Nevertheless, Greeks ferried in supplies by small craft and in several places they were employed building jetties. In May, at Cape Hellas, Greek porters were unloading stores from pontoons on the beach while under fire.24 Michael Tyquin comments on Greek traders benefitting from the sale of foodstuffs to “diggers”, but beyond these monetary transactions and hardships created from the scarcity of water, how these two different peoples interacted he does not say. As a medical facility Lemnos was intended at first to deal with less severe cases only, that is, those likely to be well within 28 days. There were soon, however, over 30 Allied hospital ships at the island to help tackle the large number of cases. There were also a number of non-Australian hospitals on Lemnos–English, French and Canadian. As the campaign intensified, Lemnos began to play an even more significant role in the treatment of the ill and seriously wounded. Convalescence emerged as major problem compounded by the lack of preparatory engineering development at Lemnos.25 With the increase in casualties from offensives in August and the abundance of sick that followed in late August, September and October it became necessary to develop Lemnos as an intermediate military base.26 According to A G Butler, Lemnos became the centre of medical activities in the Levant. Approximately 130 Australian nurses served at the hospitals on the island and many more on the hospital ships.27 One of those who arrived as part of the 3rd Australian General Hospital staff was Sister Rachel Pratt. She was immediately taken aback by the conditions she found at Lemnos. Not only was the island barren, but the basics were still to be established. There were no marquees for the wounded, or accommodation for the staff and no hospital equipment. “Things were therefore in rather a state of chaos when the wounded began to arrive”.28 Equipment turned up three weeks later and the situation seemed “less hopeless”, though the number of wounded and sick remained pressing. “Dysentery was the scourge of the island”, she wrote. These cases placed an extra burden on the hospitals and the nurses. The shortage of water on the island, to which many soldiers and nurses referred in letters and diaries, did not help the situation. Sister Nellie Pike described the situation thus:



24



Hugh Gilchrist, op. cit. For instance, it took some time for the island’s sanitation to become anything more than rudimentary. The lack of pre-planning, building and engineering material shortages and a scarcity of suitable boats to transport materials contributed to the problem. 26 The No 1 Australian Stationary Hospital, located at east Mudros, was joined by an expanded No 2 Australian Stationary Hospital (from 624 beds to 1,200 beds) and No 3 Australian General Hospital in August 1915, both situated at West Mudros. An Australian rest camp or convalescent depot had already been established at Sarpi across from the hospitals on West Mudros. “Lemnos Island”, http://throughtheselines.com.au/research/mudros-west accessed 7 December, 2011. 27 “Lemnos Island”, ibid. 28 “Nursing at Lemnos, August-December 1915”, http://throughtheselines.com.au/research/mudros-west accessed 7 December, 2011. 25
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“Our water came from the warships until a condenser was built on the island to convert salt water into fresh. No bread was available, only tough army biscuit. Later our rations improved, but by the grace of the Red Cross, not through official army issue”.29



Figure 39 Arrival of the first detachment of Australian nurses being led by a piper. Source AW savage, photo album, PXE 698, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW.



Soldiers recovering from an injury or on respite from the battlefield found many aspects of Lemnos to their liking. “In the little villages good meals can be obtained—especially those delicious Continental omelettes … The quaint old windmills on the hill, and the church in the village square where the gossips gathered together, were reminiscent of the Old World life made familiar to us in our youth by means of books and pictures”.30 “Oranges, tangerines and figs are plentiful and cheap”, penned one soldier.31 However, what many of them enjoyed most of all were the thermal springs on the island. “But the excursion most in favour with the Australian was to the hot springs, on the slope of Mt Therma. Round these had been built a rest house … to the man who had not had a decent wash for nearly four months, the opportunity was revelled in”.32 Another soldier wrote: “So out to Thermos hurried the men, to whom a hot bath was a boon beyond price. The procedure was to strip off and with a little dipper pour water over oneself. Thermos became the most popular resort on the island”.33



29



“Gallipoli and the Anzacs, Nurses’ Stories”, http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/5environment/nurses.html accessed 22 March, 2010. 30 “Hot baths at Thermos”, http://throughtheselines.com.au/research/therma , accessed 7 November 2012. 31 Hugh Gilchrist, op. cit., 41. 32 “The excursion most in favour with Australians”, http://throughtheselines.com.au/research/therma , accessed 7 November, 2012. 33 “Hot baths at Thermos”, http://throughtheselines.com.au/research/therma accessed 7 November, 2011.
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Figure 40 Two soldiers mounted on donkeys with a local man at Therma hot springs, September 1915. Source http://cas.awm.gov.au/item/C00715



The importance of Lemnos as a medical centre became even more apparent during the latter half of the Gallipoli campaign. Between 7 August and 11 November 96,943 sick and wounded arrived at Mudros from the beaches.34 With accommodation stretched large numbers of cases had to be evacuated to England and Egypt. An Adelaide newspaper, The Register, reported how it was impossible to convey what was happening at “that Lemnos hospital, with its two overworked orderlies and its equally overworked doctor; its flies, sand, leait [wild grass, weeds] and rough food”.35 Patients with all sorts of diseases had been nursed: smallpox, fevers, pleurisy, pneumonia, dysentery, mastoids, and bullet and shrapnel wounds “galore”.



Figure 41The staff of the 3rd AGH on Christmas Day 1915. Source http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/5environment/nurses.html accessed 11 June 2012



Lemnos was arguably the essential obverse of Gallipoli. While Gallipoli was the site of conflict, its landscape almost immediately sacralised, the essential role of Lemnos was effectively a secular counter-world of care, respite, entertainment, renewal and normality. As well as being physically removed from the fighting, troops were able to interact with civilians, females (nurses and Lemnians), sleep, eat, be clean and generally participate in the discourses and practices associated with peace rather than war. In relation to his experience of Lemnos with elements of the 4th Infantry Brigade, General John Monash commented on: “the sudden transference from an



34



A G Butler, “Official History of the Australian Army”, www.awm.gov.au/histories/first_world_war/volume.asp?levelID=67898 Chapter 17, accessed 18 August, 2011. 35 The Register, Adelaide, 18 November 1916, 4.
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environment of strife and clamour and wreckage of war, to this peaceful island with its rolling landscapes”.36 A similar sentiment was expressed by the Western Australian Governor Sir William Campion in July 1926 when he opened a veteran’s hospice for the “mentally incapacitated” in Shenton Park called Lemnos Home. He said that “no more suitable name than Lemnos could have been selected for the home. The soldiers who fought at Gallipoli would remember Lemnos as a peaceful island and an ideal place for resting”.37 Like the island the hospital was to be a “haven of rest”. These soldiers’ experiences alone make the island important and worthy of greater consideration.



Figure 42 An Australian soldiers funeral, with officers and nurses from the 3rd AGH in escort. Source AW savage, photo album, PXE 698, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW.



Pilgrimages to Lemnos Every year tens of thousands of Australians make their way to Gallipoli, the Western Front in France and other sites of the Great War. Some go in search of family memory, seeking the grave of a soldier lost a lifetime ago. For others, an Anzac pilgrimage has become a rite of passage, a statement of what it means to be Australian. This is particularly the case for the many who visit the Gallipoli peninsula. While attending the Anzac Day dawn service is the pinnacle pilgrimage experience for many, there are now numerous tours on offer, virtually all year round, for the visitor to Gallipoli.38 However, the island of Lemnos does not feature in any of these pilgrimages. The space that is visualised as ‘Gallipoli’ does not include neighbouring Lemnos even though, as discussed, the campaign began and, for many soldiers, ended there. Thus, Lemnos is an underrepresented component of not just the Gallipoli campaign, but of Gallipoli tourism. Contemporary developments



36



Ann Elias, “War, flowers and visual culture: the First World War collection of the Australian War Memorial”, Journal of the Australian War Memorial, No 40, 1-13. 37 “Lemnos Mental Home Official Opening: Nothing Like a Prison”, The West Australian, 13 July 1926, 8. 38 Attendance at the Anzac Day services at Gallipoli has grown steeply—from 4,500 visitors in 1994 to nearly 18,000 in 2004. Approximately 10,000 visitors continue to attend Anzac ceremonies at Gallipoli. A new invasion of sorts has been underway for the last two decades.
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Since 2001, commemorative services have been held on Lemnos in memory of all of those died in the Gallipoli campaign. A service takes place at the larger of the two war cemeteries on the island, near the port town of Mudros, and at the port itself, where a war memorial has been erected. In 2002 the memorial at Mudros Harbour was unveiled as a permanent reminder of the role Lemnos played in the Gallipoli campaign. The Hellenic Sub-Branch of the RSL (Victoria) and the Greek Medical and Legal Association (which commissioned the project) arranged with local Greek authorities for the funding and construction of the 1.5 square metre memorial and for an annual ceremony to be held on Anzac Day at Mudros.39



Figure 43 Anzac Memorial at quayside, Mudros Harbour, May 2011. Courtesy John Yiannakis



Figure 44 Anzac Memorial at quayside, Mudros Harbour, May 2011. Courtesy John Yiannakis



The local Municipal Council and the Lemnian Association of Victoria hoped that the memorial would become part of the pilgrimage for Australians who want to pay homage to the deeds of these who risked their lives at Gallipoli.40 This hasn’t happened to date, but locals remain hopeful. The Mayor of Mudros in 2011 expressed the view that he found it strange that so many people visited Gallipoli, the site of much suffering and death, and did not visit the place, the counter-world, where the Anzacs were hosted.41



39



The bronze plague was made in Melbourne by Dr Ross Bastiaan, who also composed the memorial’s text. Email correspondence from Spiros Hrambanis, 26 April, 2013. 40 A key figure in the financial, logistical, and political process of having the plague located and mounted at Mudros harbour was Stratos Sarantis from the Victorian Lemnian Association. 41 Interviews with Dimitri Boulotis and Chrisostomos Maitharis (Mudros). 15 May, 2011.
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The potential to develop Lemnos and Mudros, in particular, as another destination for those visiting sites related to the Gallipoli campaign is evident though, given Greek-Turkish relations, not an easy prospect. This possibility is further complicated by the lack of transportation between Lemnos and the peninsula. To reach Gallipoli it is still necessary to travel via Istanbul. Additionally, the inclusion of Lemnos on the Anzac pilgrimage trail could help reduce the burden of numbers and associated problems, impacting on Gallipoli. There is a growing concern, as expressed by Harvey Broadbent that some of the sites on the peninsula are being denigrated.42 If the geographic and conceptual space of what and where Gallipoli is can be expanded in the minds of Australians (and Turks), not only will the local Lemnian economy benefit, but the pressure on the Gallipoli sites may be reduced. The modern day visitor to Lemnos can find plenty of evidence of the Allied presence of 1915. For example, graves at the two war cemeteries. Of the 1,235 Allied soldiers buried at either the Mudros or Portianos cemetery, there can be found 148 Australians and 76 New Zealanders. The main military cemetery on Lemnos is at east Mudros, about one kilometre from the town and next to the civilian graveyard. The cemetery was begun in April 1915 and contains 885 Commonwealth graves, including 98 Australians, plus 32 burials of other nationalities, mainly Russians.43 The other military cemetery is near the village of Portianos. This cemetery commenced in August 1915 and was used until August 1920. Of the 347 Commonwealth personnel buried here, 50 are Australian.44



Figure 45 Allied war cemetery East Mudros Lemnos, 2011. Courtesy John Yiannakis



42



Harvey Broadbent, “Loving Gallipoli to distraction or destruction?”



http://theconversation.edu.au/loving-gallipoli-to-distraction-or-destruction-813 accessed 29 August, 2011 43 http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/69001/EAST%20MUDROS%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY accessed 2 October, 2012. These Russians had fled their homeland, being evacuated from Novorossisk in 1921, after the Bolshevik Civil War victory. 44 http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/69002/PORTIANOS%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY accessed 2 October, 2012
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Figure 46 Allied war Cemetery at Portianos, Lemnos 2011. Courtesy John Yiannakis



Figure 47Burial plaque of an Australian soldier at the East Mudros Cemetery. Courtesy John Yiannakis



Less well known examples of the Allied presence on Lemnos are the British rum jars used by locals as water containers and vases or the archaeological finds. Additionally, there are large eucalyptus trees on the island and two streets in Mudros named Anzac. The local municipality holds photos of interest from the time and though many relate to the French presence, poignant images of Australians do exist in the collection.



Figure 48 The gun firing salute following one of the first burials at Portianos, Lemnos. Source AW savage, photo album, PXE 698, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW.



This paper seeks to raise awareness of the need for further research into the importance of Lemnos to the Gallipoli campaign and of the island’s contribution to the Anzac legend. Existing literature has LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013
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tended to understate the significance of Lemnos to the entire Dardanelles venture. While acknowledging that Lemnos is mentioned in various campaign accounts, the intended research aims for a deeper, and less disparate, investigation so as to better explain the nature of spatial and cultural relationships between the islanders and the Anzacs, particularly Australian soldiers. A better understanding of the complexities of interactions at various levels is being advocated.
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Ms Sibel Baykut – An anthropological perspective: The significance of Gallipoli War Memorials and Commemoration Ceremonies for Visitors to the Sites Ms. Baykut is a lecturer at Istanbul’s Bahcesehir University. She is also Public Affairs Coordinator at the University’s Gallipoli Centenary Research Centre.



Figure 49 Ms Baykut addresses the Conference



--Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning! I would like to begin my presentation by introducing myself. I am a PhD student at Cultural Anthropology department at a university in Istanbul. I have been preparing a thesis on the significance and the meaning of the Gallipoli War Memorials and the Gallipoli Campaign for the families and relatives through an anthropological perspective. Despite the vast studies on the World War I and the Gallipoli Campaign, most of them are written in either with a historical or with a military focus. Thus, I believe a study linking the stories of the past with the feeling of attachment of the present through the descendants’ view would provide interesting data for all parties involved in this history. In Cultural Anthropology, a social discipline studying cultural diversities, one of the most important characteristics of social studies is the self reflexivity, a methodological issue in the social sciences analogous to the observer effect. According to the claim first pointed out by American Anthropologists due to Vietnam War in the late 60s45, it is impossible for any researcher to conduct a
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Alan Barnard and Jonathan Spencer (eds) Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology Routledge: London and New York, 2002.
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value - free science. As Whittaker quotes from Barbara Meyerhoff ‘the ethnographer’s own racial, national, political, financial, and professional position was inextricably at play in the processes of recording and interpreting the field’46. That is, every single field work is influenced by researcher's political views, values, ideological perspective and his/her socio-cultural and historical background. Though criticized by many anthropologists claiming “objectivity” or “an invisible state of the researcher”47, for many social scientists, let me call myself as one of them, each study is a production of this complicated process involving reflexivity and the relativity implied by that interpretative process. In other words, researchers, as one of the important components of their study with their personal background, interpersonal skills and their personality have an impact on their choice of topic, collection of data and on their analysis. Therefore, these facts should be put clearly at the beginning of their studies. After these half boring scientific explanations, I would like to explain what a significant role that concept of “self- reflexivity” played in my case by telling you an anecdote from my own life of two incidents that took place between 1978 and 2004. The first one was in 1978. When I was four, I was always treated like a small child especially by Auntie Sevim who was our neighbor. She used to give me wafers as a treat whenever I visited her. At the age of six, something happened that made me realize that I was no longer a child in her eyes. It was a day in their flat when she forgot to give me some wafers. Auntie Sevim used to live in our neighborhood which was full of detached houses with large gardens where we, children, used to play games. Her family was the first to leave their house to move to a flat. My parents adopted their dog Tommy as a keepsake of their lifelong friendship when they were not allowed to take Tommy to their new flat with them.



Figure 50 Tommy. In the yard of Auntie Sevim’s house. Ankara, 1975.



46



Ibid., 709. Stan Lester “An introduction to phenomenological research,” Tounton UK, Stan Lester Developments, 1992. (www.sld.demon.co.uk/resmethv.pdf. accessed 23 January 2012). 47
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Our visit to their new flat had always been a joy for me. Every visit had a routine. First, she would welcome and take us into their living room. My parents would give her the latest news about how Tommy was doing. After talking to my parents, she would turn and ask me how I was doing. I would always say that I missed her a lot. After that, she would go over to the cupboard and take a package of wafer and give me some. I would give her a hug and go to the stairs or to the balcony where I created endless games. One visit that is embedded in my mind was the one when she kept talking to my parents without acknowledging me. It went on so long that I felt neglected and resentful and decided that I would not accept her wafers. When she finally went to the cupboard, I thought to myself “I won’t make it up with her immediately”. Yet, from the cupboard she didn’t take wafers, she took a picture of a young man in military uniform and turning around she walked with the picture towards my parents and everyone started crying, taking turns to look at the photo. In this circle of a crying chain the word ‘İhsan’ was repeated again and again. I was used to the idea that the elders always had very complicated issues. There were a lot of new terms used that day which I had heard for the first time which made things more complicated for me to comprehend. ‘İhsan’ reminded me ‘insan’ which meant man but did not make any sense then. Another new for me, ‘şehit’ which meant martyr, for me meant ‘died mysteriously’ or ‘died young’ or ‘died in a way deserving respect’. I could sense the sympathy, respect and sorrow in the faces of our parents. That day, Auntie Sevim became the centre of respect in the neighbourhood, because



Figure 51 ihsan Yılmaz, Ankara /1959 - Urfa / 1980



now she was the mother of a martyr. That day, I was treated any other adults as grief replaced the usual joy in her eyes, I was not a child any longer. There were many more visits after that event. Although she continued to spoil me with wafers again, I did not want her to open that cupboard. In 1981, when I was 9 years old, Tommy died of old age and a few months later we moved away from that neighborhood. After I graduated the university, I
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joined the army and started to work as a second lieutenant and was given the job of teaching in a military high school. As part of my job description in the army, I needed to visit certain families of martyrs occasionally to reassure the families of the army’s continual sympathy and understanding of their grief. It was one at one of those visits that I remembered Auntie Sevim. It was during my first visit to Mrs. Yosma that I was reminded of my childhood experience. Although 14 years had passed since Mrs. Yosma’s son had died, she could never go back to her life. The deep sorrow in her eyes was as fresh as the grief I had seen in Auntie Sevim’s eyes. What I understood from this visit was that, grieving for one’s child does not stop. What these two mothers had in common was not only the grief, but also the pride of having given a son to save their country. During my other visits to other families, despite their sorrow, all these family members were kind and hospitable towards me. They would share very personal and sensitive memories. At the end of each visit, I was obliged to ask; “is there anything that we can do for you?" I always feared their replying "yes". I felt terrible at those moments, because I knew that those wishes were rarely fulfilled. Doing more to help these families has become my purpose. This inspired me to learn more about peoples’ emotional attachment to The Gallipoli war memorials, the reasons why the war dead are not only visited by their relatives but also by people having no personal history or connection to them and how a historic battlefield becomes a sacred place. To gain more insight into this international interest, by visiting the Dardanelles I interviewed a number of local and foreign visitors, visited several Allies and Turkish military graves and also participated in tours to cenotaphs, museums and monuments. When war memorials and visiting them are taken as pieces of indexes to see the universe of the social setting where they occur, one would see that they have roots in politics, religion, geography, as well as communal, individual, oral and written history. That’s why; this phenomenon has been studied in disciplines like history, theology, architecture and politics and so on from various perspectives. With this study, I intend to gain a deeper insight into the perspectives of veterans’ and casualties’ families and their realities. I hope to portray how a historical conflict is experienced and individualized at present and how members belonging to different cultural backgrounds create this emotional bridge. With my research, I hope to learn participants’ inner realities and to understand how individuals experience the same social activity and personal motives in these activities. Among a couple of findings, I will share the one which is most fascinating for me. Based on my preliminary findings, it was interesting to see that paying a visit at the Gallipoli war memorials has



LGCC Lemnos Anzac Conference Report 2013



Page 52



been a transformative experience in many ways described as a passing from a stage of being into and entering into another state. 



For the countries involved in this war, this battle is accepted as the birth date of their young states and as “the national rite of passage”. The entrance into “nationalism by blood”48 was their tragic formation into a nation-state for Anzacs and Turkish peoples and the end of their imperial history. Paul (57) defines the Gallipoli Campaign as “the time when Australians acted as a nation for the first time”49. Similarly, the battle is always commemorated in Turkey as the symbol of unifying spirit of nationalism and the starting history of a nation state.







Most participants visiting the site I have interviewed reported that their journey had been a passage for them, as well. For these visitors, the visits starting as a part of national identity turned into a journey raising awareness of the universality of some pains and lose of the others’.







The Australian soldiers landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on April 25, 1915 and evacuated the area in December 1915. During their time, several names were given to the Turkish enemy. They were depicted as Abdul in diaries and letters of Anzac soldiers at the beginning of the battle but became Jacko or Johnny Turk50 later on as the Australian soldiers developed a certain respect. For the soldiers fighting in this battle, the virtual enemy they had never seen became the honorable enemy.51 Anzacs having lost their lives on the Gallipoli peninsula became sons for Turkish people, as well.52







Another interesting finding for me came out during my interview with John (66) when he said “being at the cemetery is pretty like being at the church”.53 It was interesting to see how political discourse is supported by religious discourse and how concepts of holy and sacred become the same concept for the relatives of veterans and casualties. A similar understanding is shared among Turkish people with the belief that there is no death for the war dead but an eternal life.



As implied by many participants, being on the battlefield enable a kind of ‘rite of passage’ which is a term first introduced by Arnold Van Gennep. According to him, this passing from one stage and entry into another has three stages: rites of separation, transition and incorporation54. A visit to the war
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George Odgers 100 Years of Australians at War Ken Fin Books, Melbourne 2000 p.10 , Interview with Paul G., (M), Australian. 25 April 2012, the Gallipoli Peninsula. 50 http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/anzac-march-open-to-johnny-turk/2006/04/11/1144521340623.html; http://ozwords.org/?p=4367 51 the Victorian RSL president, Major-General David McLachlan used the expression in an interview in 2006. http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1613405/posts 52 From the tribute to the Anzacs written by Atatürk in 1934. http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/ataturk.asp 53 Interview with John V. (66), Australian, 24 April 2013, the Gallipoli Peninsula. 54 Arnold Van Gennep The Rites of Passage , London:Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1960. p.1-13. 49
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memorials on the peninsula seems to provide many visitors a sort of luminal atmosphere. As these were some of my preliminary findings and I hope to gain more insight into my participants’ perspectives as my study improves in time. Today, we are here to remember the vital role of Lemnos played in the years of World War I and its connection with the history of Australia. In this sense, the detailed and informative speeches of Mr. Tarlamis MP, Mr. Claven and Mr. Yiannakis were helpful to get more insight into the significant function of the Lemnos Island and the its local people played in the Australia’s history and to encourage future developments on the island. However, Lemnos Island with its unique location on the Aegean Sea is has a special place in Turkish history for a few reasons. The first reason why Lemnos has an important role is related to its geographical location. After its surrender to the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II in 1456, Lemnos was “an integral part of the Ottoman polity” for almost 456 years without interruption until 1912. This isolated position of the island made it a perfect place of banishment in Ottoman times55 as it had been in Byzantine times. 56 Among the exiles to Lemnos, Niyazi Misri was one of the most famous.



I thought that in this whole world No beloved one for me remained. Then I left myself behind. Now no stranger in the world remains. Niyazi Misri, Divan. This 17th century Sufi poet known also as Mehmed ü’l-Misri or Seyh Misri was the patron saint of some dervishes and had been imprisoned in Rhodes Island for nine months due to his contravention of some Ottoman officials. For the content of one of his preaches, he was exiled to Lemnos Island and spent his life here between the years 1677-1692 and he was exiled to Lemnos for a year in 1693 for a political issue.57 Today, the remains of the fortress he was imprisoned between the years of 1677-1678 and the mosque he resided and worshipped are accepted as sacred places and a destination of pilgrimage for many believers of Sufism in Turkey.



55 56 57



Heath W. Lowry, Historical Vestiges of Niyazi Mısri’s Presence on the Island of Limnos, Bahcesehir University Press: Istanbul, 2011. p.3. Ibid., p.4. Ibid., p.11.
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Figure 51The recent remains of Mısri Complex, Mısri’s Türbe (mausoleum) and Niyazi Mısri



Lemnos Island was believed to be the location where Hephaestus fell from his throne in heaven. Having an extinct volcano and its lava soil which was believed to have curative feature against various illnesses even plague has made the island so popular throughout history. Furthermore, that cure-all soil called as ‘tini mahtum’ or ‘terra sigillata Lemnia’ in Ottoman times caught the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II’s great interest to this island and according to Lowry that was one of the reasons why the sultan Mehmed surrounded the island.58 Lemnos has a symbolic role in Ottoman history, as well. The negotiations for the pact in World War I ”took place aboard the Calthorpe's flagship ‘Agamemnon’ in” Mudros harbor.59 The Armistice marking the defeat and the ruination of Ottoman Empire in World War I was signed between Ottoman Empire and British Empire representing the Entente Powers at the port of Mudros, on Lemnos on October 30, 1918. Thus, the bay symbolizes the tragic end of imperial era in Ottoman history.60



Figure 52 Anniversary of the Armistice of Mudros



I hope my proposed study would inspire policy makers in any country to gain an understanding of these families’ realities and raise their sense of responsibility of the political decisions and a public awareness about the cost of terror, war or other political conflicts. On the Gallipoli Peninsula, thousands of the ANZAC, British and French soldiers lie buried on the Gallipoli Peninsula. Similarly, in 58



Heath W. Lowry. Fifteenth Century Ottoman Realities: Christian Peasant Life on the Aegean Island of Limnos, Eren Publications: Istanbul, 2002.p.123. 59 Eric Jan Zürcher "The Ottoman Empire and the Armistice of Moudros", in: Hugh Cecil and Peter H. Liddle (eds.), At the Eleventh Hour: Reflections, Hopes, and Anxieties at the Closing of the Great War, 1918 (London: Leo Cooper, 1998), pp. 266-275. 60 http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/396033/Armistice-of-Mudros
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unmarked graves in the Muslim cemetery lie thousands of unknown soldiers of Central Powers who were imprisoned and died here in Lemnos. It is interesting to see that how our histories, sorrows and pains are intertwined, how they are united in the soil. That's why I am particularly pleased to be part of this organization held in Lemnos which is an island uniting histories and crossing the borders among nations. Thank you for having me and letting me a part of this committee.
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Attachments: Media Release – Pre Conference
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Media Release - Post Conference
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Media Report – Post Conference Commemorative tourism gets a boost on Lemnos - Neos Kosmos, 19 Jul 2013 The first Anzac Conference on the island made headway in promoting the cultural and historical aspect to the rest of the world



The conference delegation in Lemnos. Photo: Jim Claven. Commemorative tourism on the island of Lemnos was the major topic of the first Anzac Conference on the island. Over 100 people participated in the conference, which included Australians who had flown to Lemnos specifically for the conference, as well as a large number of local Lemnians and expatriates who took part in the day long discussions. One of the key outcomes of the conference is the formation of the Lemnos Friends of Anzac community support group. Similar to bodies operating on the Gallipoli peninsula, this group will work with local authorities to help develop the Anzac trail on Lemnos and ensure that future events and tours to the island are actively supported by the community. Community leaders and business operators have already come forward to support this initiative. Deputy mayor of Lemnos, Demetris Boulotis, welcomed this initiative stating that: "It is very important that the municipality is able to work effectively with our local community to make our aim to develop a truly moving commemorative experience on Lemnos for future visitors to our Anzac trail."
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Dr John and Angela Yiannakis raised a proposal to develop educational resources and activities, both in Australia and Lemnos, to encourage understanding of the Lemnos Anzac story as well as create linkages with schools in both countries. Only creating real understanding and links between young people in Australia and on Lemnos will ensure an on-going legacy for the future of the Lemnos Anzac link. The Hon John Pandazopoulos emphasised the need for a coordinated approach by the island to maximise the tourism potential of the Anzac legacy. Some of the other outcomes include commitments to further develop the Anzac trail on Lemnos with the development and erection of interpretive signs at the key Anzac sites, making the proposed new museum with its Anzac theme a reality, the production of a specific brochure and map to assist visitors to tour the Anzac trail, other commemorative publications, the establishment of a photographic exhibition and access improvements to some of the key Anzac sites. The conference concluded with a commitment to make this a regular event on Lemnos, with the possibility of alternating its location with Australia. http://neoskosmos.com/news/en/Commemorative-tourism-gets-a-boost-on-Lemnos
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Media Release – Post Conference (Lemnos Municipality) Successfully completed the conference to highlight the importance of Lemnos in the history of ANZAC



07/16/2013 Held, Friday, July 12, with great success the conference organized by the Limnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee, on highlighting the importance of Lemnos in the history of ANZAC, especially in view of the upcoming celebrations of the centenary of the landing at Gallipoli in 2015.



At the commencement of greetings sent Limnos Mayor Antonis Chatzidiamantis, who presented the plans of the municipality for the promotion of Lemnos as memory space of ANZAC, Vice Admiral Mr. Theodosius from the Ministry of Defence, who, having greeted the whole effort, said the disposal of the Ministry to participate and help where required, the Limnos Member of Parliament of Victoria in Australia and president of Limnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee Mr. Lee Tarlamis, which set out the specific objectives of the Commission and Mrs. Joanna Gkouvatsou the Hellenic Australian Council for Entrepreneurship, which was reported on the potential business opportunities of the celebrations of 2015. In the scientific part of the conference historian Mr. Jim Claven referred to the events of the period of 1915 and the role of Lemnos, the Dr. John Yiannakis Curtin University of Australia stressed the incomplete emergence of Lemnos as ANZAC base and point of rest and care of soldiers and Mrs Sibel Baykut Bahcesechir University of Istanbul, stressed the need for sites as reference sites and in memory of the fallen. The conference ended with attitudes on economic and touristic importance of celebrations of 2015, while the broad debate that followed suggested ideas for further strengthening of ties Australia and Lemnos and the establishment of the Court as an institution study ANZAC relations with Lemnos. http://www.limnos.gov.gr/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=876&Itemid=212
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Lemnos Conference Report – Dr Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis
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Conference Anzac Tour Story – Nancy Lane
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also to encourage future developments to enhance commemorative activities on this beautiful. northern Aegean Island. A number of academic presentations were made detailing the nature of the link to Lemnos as well as. commemorative issues and we are very appreciative of those academics that were able to attend. 
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