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Introduction



This curriculum packet is designed to provide resources and suggest activities for 4th grade classes studying the life of Helen Keller. In particular, it is designed to supplement a visit to Ivy Green: The Helen Keller Birthplace. However, many of the activities may be adapted for use with younger or older students, and to be used individually. Teachers should feel free to pick and choose those parts of this packet which best suit their classroom needs.
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Journey to Tuscumbia, 1887 Summary: This activity is based on maps and discussion questions related to Anne Sullivan’s journey from the Perkins School for the Blind in Boston to the Keller home in Tuscumbia. Materials: Ideally, students should have access to computers to view online maps. However, maps or portions of maps may be downloaded and/or printed, and a printed atlas may be used.



Activity: In 1887, Anne Sullivan arrived in Tuscumbia after a train ride of several days. Travelling from the Perkins School for the Blind in Boston to Tuscumbia was grueling for the prospective teacher. Her train ticket took her from Boston, to Philadelphia, to Baltimore and then to Washington, D.C.. In D.C. she missed her next train and had to spend the night in an uncomfortable hotel. After D.C., her route went through Lynchburg and Roanoke, Virginia, then Knoxville and Chattanooga, TN and then finally Tuscumbia. Have students trace Anne’s route using this railroad map of the United States created by G.W. and C.B. Colton & Co. in 1882: http://www.loc.gov/item/gm71000840. The Library of Congress website allows students to view both the entire map and to zoom in on details. As another option, you may wish to download and print out key portions of the map. Suggested discussion questions: 



How many cities did Anne pass through on her trip?







How many miles of track?







Does anything about her route surprise you?







Did Anne take the most direct path from Boston to Tuscumbia?



Using an atlas or Google maps, have students plan a trip from Boston to Tuscumbia on interstates and major highways. 



How does their route differ from Anne’s?







How many miles and how long would their trip take by car?



Using an online trip planning site, plan an airline itinerary from Boston to Tuscumbia. 



Where and how many times would you have to change planes?







How long would that trip take?
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The following map shows Tuscumbia in the 1890s. 



Can your students spot the property belonging to the Kellers?



Find the Helen Keller Birthplace on a current map. 



How does Tuscumbia now compare to Tuscumbia then?







What looks the same? What looks different?







Can students estimate about where the Kellers’ house was on the 1896 map?



Excerpted from: Bacon, Delhos H.. Map of Colbert County, Alabama. Chicago: Rand McNally & Co. Engravers, 1896, c1895. American Memory. Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/ item/2011590022.



References: Nielsen, Kim E. Beyond the Miracle Worker: The Remarkable Life of Anne Sullivan Macy and Her Extraordinary Friendship with Helen Keller. Boston: Beacon Press, 2009: 76-77.
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Anne Sullivan and the Manual Alphabet Summary: Students will use a primary source to examine Anne Sullivan’s method of communicating with Helen Keller. Materials: South Carolina Institution For The Education of the Deaf And The Blind (n.d.) (page 2). http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/query/h?ammem/eaa:@field%28NUMBER+@band% 28ncdeaa+B0312)) This primary source can be downloaded through the Library of Congress website and printed for classroom use. Activity:



Helen Keller reading a woman's fingers as another woman watches. (c1914)



How do you communicate with someone who cannot see or hear? At the Perkins School for the Blind, Anne Sullivan learned to use the manual alphabet to communicate with Laura Bridgman, the first deafblind person to be successfully educated in the United States. Later, Anne studied the records of Laura’s time at the school in order to prepare to teach Helen. When Anne arrived at Ivy Green, she immediately began to speak to Helen using the alphabet. By forming the letters against Helen’s hand as Helen felt the position of Anne’s fingers, Anne was able to teach Helen these signs. The back of this broadside (see Materials) from the South Carolina Institution for the Education of the Deaf and the Blind uses illustrations to demonstrate the letters of the manual alphabet. As a class, practice the letters as they are shown on the broadside. The most famous word Anne spelled to Helen is “water.” Divide the class into pairs. Have each student practice spelling “water” to their partner. Then let students try to spell their names. Finally, let each student secretly choose a word of six letters or less to spell to their partners. Are the partners able to understand one another? How hard would it be to learn to speak this way?
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Investigating Ivy Green Summary: Students will use cards with photographs and questions to guide their investigation of Ivy Green. After returning to school, students will use the cards to create a class exhibit. Materials: There are 12 cards included with this activity. Cards 1 through 8 cover the main house and the cottage. Cards 9 and 10 include the cook’s quarters, and 11 and 12 cover the outdoor exhibits. You may want to pick and choose among the cards according to the needs and size of your class. Print your chosen pages on cardstock. Fold in half along the line and glue, tape, or paperclip the card Activity: Divide your class into pairs/small groups. Assign each group a card to take with them on their tour of Ivy Green. Explain that they should pay careful attention to the room/exhibit on their card and the answers to their questions, because they will be using what they’ve learned when they return to class. Stress that each group is especially responsible for their assigned room/exhibit. Back in the classroom, explain to students that they will be using their card and what they’ve learned on the tour to create an exhibit label for their photographs. They should name their exhibit and write a short paragraph describing what they saw and heard during the tour. Their goal should be to create a class exhibit that would be informative and interesting to someone who has not been to Ivy Green. What is the most important thing a visitor to the class exhibit should know about their card? You may wish to have groups exchange paragraphs to get feedback for revisions, discuss each card as a class, or both. A class discussion of their paragraph may help groups who are struggling. Print the finished labels on cardstock. Cut the cards apart, and pair labels with photographs. Some cards may need to be further divided. Assemble your class exhibit on a poster board or in an album.



Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #



Name(s):
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What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?
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What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?
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Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #



Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #



Name(s):



Find these artifacts in the museum. What kind of exhibits are they a part of? Name and describe each of the artifacts.



What do these objects tell you about Helen Keller’s life?



Group #



Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #
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What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?
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Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #



Name(s):



What type of room is this? How can you tell? What about this room is different from the rooms in your house? What is the same? What do you recognize? What is missing?



What does this room tell you about what life was like when Helen lived here?



Group #



Name(s):



What is this exhibit about?



Describe what you see.



Why is this exhibit important and what does it tell you about Helen Keller?



Group #



Name(s):



Where do each of these exhibits come from? Describe what you see.



What do these exhibits tell you about Helen Keller and what other people thought about her?



Group #



Helen Keller’s Life After “Water” Primary Source Analysis Summary: Students will analysis images and texts to discover clues to Helen Keller’s adult life after leaving Ivy Green. This analysis will serve as a springboard for research and presentations to the class. Materials: Download and/or print each of the listed/provided primary sources. All sources are either in the public domain or available for classroom use on their host websites.



Activity:



Miss Helen Keller reading Mrs. Coolidge's lips {c1926 Jan. 12.}



The well-known story of Helen Keller usually ends with her breakthrough at the pump. However, with the help of Teacher, Helen went on to graduate from college and live a long life as a public figure, writing books, supporting the causes she believed in, and meeting some of the most prominent people of the twentieth century. The primary sources included in this activity will give students a glimpse of Helen’s life after “the miracle.” Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a primary source. If your students are unfamiliar with primary source analysis you may wish to choose one source as an example to study as a class. Provide students with access to the Library of Congress’s interactive primary source analysis tool (http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/), or print out hardcopies for each student. Give the groups time to work through analyzing their source. Their final goal should be to answer the question: What does this source tell me about Helen Keller as an adult? Have students share their source and their answer with the class. These sources should serve as a springboard for further student research. Each source has been paired with a suggested research question. You may have students write a short essay about their research, or give a short presentation to the class. Suggested sites for student research: 



America’s Story from America’s Library: Helen Keller (http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/keller/ aa_keller_subj.html)







Helen Keller Kids’ Museum Online (http://www.braillebug.org/hkmuseum.asp)







American Foundation for the Blind: Helen Keller Biography and Chronology (http://www.afb.org/ section.aspx?FolderID=1&SectionID=1&TopicID=129)



Primary Source Links and Research Questions: 



Portrait of Helen Keller at her Radcliffe Graduation, 1904. (http://afb.org/url/3613) What challenges did Helen Keller face at college?







“Helen Keller Riding in Great Parade of Suffragists in Boston Campaign.” October 23, 1915. (See page 22) How did Helen Keller work for women’s rights?







Helen at the typewriter, Polly Thomson standing beside her, 1933. (http://www.braillebug.org/ hkmediaviewer.asp?frameid=37) How many books did Helen Keller write and what were they about?







Helen touches the face of a wounded soldier at a hospital in North Carolina, 1945. (http:// www.braillebug.org/hkmediaviewer.asp?frameid=40) How did Helen Keller feel about war? What did she do about those feelings?







Helen Keller with children at a school for the deaf in New York, 1947. (http:// digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/photo/id/3171/rec/82) How did Helen Keller support people with disabilities?







Helen receiving a shield from Zulus, 1952. (http://www.braillebug.org/hkmediaviewer.asp? frameid=44) How many countries did Helen Keller travel to?







Premiere of Helen Keller in Her Story. (http://afb.org/url/3733) Why was Helen Keller in a movie? What was it about?







Helen Keller with President Dwight Eisenhower at the White House in Washington, D.C., c.19531955. (http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/photo/id/3178/rec/86) How many presidents did Helen Keller meet?
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The Day book. (Chicago, Ill.), October 23, 1915, LAST EDITION, Image 31. http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ lccn/sn83045487/1915-10-23/ed-1/seq-31/



Helen Keller’s Legacy



Summary: Students will complete a word search using terms related to Helen Keller’s life as a public figure and activist. Then they will answer an open-ended question about her legacy. Materials: Word Search Worksheet (see following page) Activity: The word search on the next page contains a number of terms related to the activities in this packet. Students can complete the word search in class or as a take home assignment. The picture to the right shows the statue in the Helen Keller Birthplace museum. This statue is a replica of the one in Statuary Hall at the Capitol in Washington D.C. Each state is allowed two statues of prominent citizens to be placed in Statuary Hall. Helen’s statue replaced that of Jabez Curry in 2009. It is the first statue of a child and the first of a disabled person in Statuary Hall. Discuss the significance of Helen Keller’s statue with your class. Did they notice it during their tour of Ivy Green? Ask your students: Given what they have learned about Helen Keller’s life through these activities, do they think Helen is an appropriate choice for one of Alabama’s statues? Do they think choosing this moment from her life is the best way to share her importance with the country? Why or why not?



Word Search Helen Keller’s Legacy Name:______________________________________________________________



Curriculum Standards GRADE(S): 3 - 5 Technology Education (2009) 2.) Use various technology applications, including word processing and multimedia software. 8.) Collect information from a variety of digital sources. FOURTH GRADE Social Studies: Alabama Studies 1. Identify historical and current economic, political, and geographic information about Alabama on thematic maps. 10. Describe significant social and educational changes in Alabama during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. • Identifying Alabamians who made contributions in the fields of science, education, the arts, the military, politics, and business during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Examples: education—Booker T. Washington, Julia Tutwiler, Helen Keller, Maria Fearing; English/Language Arts (March 2013 DRAFT) Reading Standards for Informational Text 10. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. [RI.4.1] 12. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. [RI.4.3] 16. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. [RI.4.7] 18. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. [RI.4.9] 19. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the Grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. [RI.4.10] Writing Standards 22. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. [W.4.1] 23. Write informative or explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. [W.4.2]
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24. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. [W.4.3] 25. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 2224 above). [W.4.4] 26. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of the first three Language standards in Grades K-4). [W.4.5] 27. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. [W.4.6] 28. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. [W.4.7] 29. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. [W.4.8] Speaking and Listening Standards 32. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. [SL.4.1] 33. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. [SL.4.2] 35. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. [SL.4.4]
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