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List of Certified International Sign Interpreters 17 February 2017 Background Firstly, it should be emphasised that ideally national sign language interpreters are the preferred option when deaf and hearing people who do not share a common language interact. The WFD emphasises the rights of deaf people to use their own sign language (it is estimated that there are at least 300 worldwide) and national sign language interpretation. However, it is recognised that International Sign (IS) interpretation may be an efficient and economic response to the challenge of providing a number of interpreters of different sign languages to meet the needs of deaf people from different countries using diverse sign languages who wish to participate in a particular event. 1.



What are the current existing certifications / accreditation for SLI?



Firstly, a distinction needs to be made between national sign languages, International Sign, nationally certified interpreters specific to a particular country and IS/English interpreters. Sign languages (SLs) are the preferred languages of the majority of deaf people. SLs are languages in their own right and each country has its own national SL, i.e., sign language is not universal. Many countries who share the same official spoken language still have different sign languages (e.g., each Spanish-speaking country has its own SL). Countries with more than one official language often have more than one sign language (e.g., Canada, Belgium, Switzerland). The Governments of many countries have either directly or indirectly recognised their national SL, and training for interpreters is available at university level. However, in numerous countries, especially in the developing world, a corps of professional sign language interpreters does not yet exist. International Sign (IS) is not a true language, in the sense that it does not always convey the richness of meaning that can be expressed in a full language, nor is it as efficient as a natural language. However, IS has evolved naturally over the past century to serve deaf people who have become more active in international 1 cooperation. To become an accredited national sign language interpreter usually takes a number of years (with accreditation occurring within the country) and to be able to operate at a high level takes much longer. It should be noted that not every country has a formal system to accredit their national sign language interpreters. To become an IS/English interpreter requires extensive experience, as well as knowledge of several national sign languages and cultures. In the main, at a country level, the demand for national sign language interpreters outstrips supply. For all the aforementioned reasons, it therefore stands to reason that there is a dearth of IS interpreters. The WFD policy: https://wfdeaf.org/news/resources/international-sign-fee-guidelines-for-wfd-events-march2015/ states that IS interpreting teams should always comprise deaf and hearing interpreters. Evidence suggests that deaf interpreters are the most adept at this type of interpreting, having native extra linguistic knowledge and abilities. This is particularly relevant where interpreted presentations are web-cast, enabling deaf people from countries across the world to gain information without having to potentially struggle with a written account. It is unfortunate that situations have arisen, particularly in more recent times, where practitioners THINK they can be IS interpreters, but do not actually have the skills/knowledge. It is a common misconception that ASL (American Sign Language) is known worldwide, when this is not the case. It is therefore insufficient to base IS interpretation on a knowledge of ASL and English and would give cause for concern. It is also essential that IS interpreters are able to interpret FROM IS into English (and not just from English into IS). As a result and in the absence of any international accreditation system, WFD/WASLI established an objective, independent accreditation system which involves assessors who are themselves skilled users of IS and are able to make the appropriate judgements. Initially this was done to support the UN Offices in Geneva and New York in the selection of IS interpreters for UN events but it provides useful guidance for others who wish to have more information.



1



https://wfdeaf.org/news/resources/wfd-and-wasli-guidelines-on-securing-and-utilising-the-services-of-sign-language-interpreters-forthe-united-nations-june-2015/



2.



Is WASLI certification the only one?



The WFD-WASLI International Sign Interpreter Accreditation is the only one and is a joint initiative of the WFD and the WASLI. It aims to fulfil the following:



3.







Set, maintain and promote standards in International Sign Interpretation







Promote a quality-assurance system for credentialing practitioners







Maintain a register of WFD-WASLI Accredited International Sign Interpreters



Are there other accreditations which could be interesting?



Apart from the WFD-WASLI International Sign Interpreter Accreditation, no other system which accredits IS interpreters exist. You may like to refer to the WFD website which lists the requirements for the most recent intake of IS interpreters which has been comprehensively drafted by an international panel of experienced practitioners/educators/academics/service users/deaf community representatives https://2tdzpf2t7hxmggqhq3njno1y-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WFD-WASLIInternational-Sign-Interpreter-Recognition-Interim-Policy-and-Guidelines.pdf 4.



Are these norms/certifications defined by private groups or does it exist public / state norms for instance standards defined by UN, European Union, US state..?



The WFD-WASLI International Sign Interpreter Accreditation process was modelled on the National Accreditation Authority of Sign Language Interpreters (NAATI) which accredits both spoken and sign languages in Australia. There is no other formal internationally recognised objective accreditation of which I am aware. The EUMASLI course (an International master study programme that is intended to contribute to the development of the professional field of interpreting between deaf and hearing people in Europe) contains a module on international sign interpreting & translation but this is for their Universities' (in Germany, Finland & Scotland) MA students. There have only been two (2) cohorts of EUMASLI students to date. Occasionally, there are other 'training' events for interpreters in IS, who may receive some sort of certification at the end of a workshop but it would be fair to say that these are not officially recognised, including by either WFD or WASLI and certainly do not lead to a recognised qualification. 5.



Would that be possible to have interpreters' lists / database? At least WASLI interpreters but eventually others groups of interpreters interesting working with? Ideally the list should be worldwide...



The current approved list can be found on the WFD and WASLI websites. The WFD website link is as follows:https://wfdeaf.org/who-we-are/wfd-wasli-international-sign-interpreter-accreditation/ Anecdotal evidence suggests that the European Union of the Deaf also have a list of IS interpreters although it is not publically available on their website. The following websites  http://efsli.org/efsliblu/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/SL-Interpreter-Guidelines.pdf  http://efsli.org/efsliblu/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/120525-International-Sign-Guidelines.pdf) provide some background information on IS interpreters. The WFD/WASLI statement http://wasli.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/WFD-WASLI-IS-InterpreterStatement.pdf provides more information and makes reference to the CRPD and outlines why interpreters may need to be brought in from other countries. If accredited IS interpreters do not exist in a particular country, WFD, WASLI or the National Association of the Deaf/National Association of Sign Language Interpreters should be contacted. Finally, although there has been no real progress to date, there is recognition of the need to accredit Deaf IS interpreters who don't use English as a “feed”. In the meantime, WFD/WASLI should to be contacted for appropriate suggestions if IS interpreters using a different input language (other than English) are required.
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