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Building confidence in the classroom: key areas • Structured Classroom Talk • Word Strategies (keywords and examination terminology) • Writing Skills Development
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The Literate Student… • Can listen, interpret, understand, make judgements and respond to what he / she hears • Can articulate thoughts fluently and confidently • Can actively and fluently read a variety of texts • Can ask questions about what they read • Can communicate confidently • Can use his / her literacy to access, understand, analyse, synthesise, compare and evaluate subject content • Can use his / her literacy to express himself / herself creatively • Can write effectively in a variety of genres • Can navigate the internet and make judgements about what he / she reads online • Can participate fully in society
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Structuring Speaking and Listening in the Classroom • • • • • •



Set Ground Rules Model Key Skills in Speaking and Listening Explicit and Clear Instruction (step by step) Smart Questioning Wait Time Prompts for Inspiration and Response (objects, film, titles, song, pictures, maps, photographs, charts, etc.)
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•I stay still •I keep quiet when other speak •I nod to show I am listening •I listen to words, tone of voice and body language •I listen with an open



•I stay still •I keep quiet when others speak www. •I nod to show I am listeningie •I listen to words, tone of voice and body © PDST 2014 language. •I listen with an open mind •ords, tone of voice and body language •I listen with an open mind
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Foghlaim



•I hold my head up high •I look at www. my listeners ie •My hands are away from my face © PDST 2014 •I speak slowly and clearly
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Strategies for Speaking and Listening in the Classroom • Think – Pair – Share • Hot-seat / Ask the Expert • Prompts Box / Photos / Cartoons (SEE, THINK, ASK, STATE) • Four Corners / Take a Stand • Just a Minute



Talking in Class
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• We learn best through talking and discussing ideas. (think/ pair/ share, group work) • Questioning- asking more searching questions (lower and higher order) and allowing longer wait time.



9



Good Questioning • Thinking tool • Strategy of good readers
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• Increases student learning
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Bloom’s Taxonomy



Question-Answer Relationships (QAR) In the Book Right There
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Answer in text



In My Head Author & Me Reader figures out meaning from text



Think & Search



On My Own



Put it together from clues in the text



Wouldn’t have to read text
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What works? Vocabulary Instruction • Direct explicit teaching • Approaches to develop independent word learning • Approaches to deepen understanding of specific meanings • Repeated exposure and use of words



Vocabulary Instruction (Beck & McKeown,1985)



Tier 3
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Tier 2 Words Basic Words
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Tier 2 (mortar) words: High frequency words found across a variety of disciplines Examples— • classify • conduct • monitor • investigate • describe • explain
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Tier 3 (brick words): Low frequency words specific to a discipline Examples— • carcinogens • mitosis • Hydrochloric acid • atom • Kelvin • carbohydrate • potential energy • Doppler effect



Vocabulary Charts
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Essential Key Vocabulary



Support Vocabulary



Definition



Roots of Words



Volcano



Vent, Lava, Crust, An opening in the Cone earth’s crust from which hot lava, gases, etc. are expelled from the magma chamber beneath



Vulcan, the god of fire and metal-working



Historian



Primary sources, Secondary sources, Artefacts



One who investigates and examines sources and artefacts to reach historical conclusions



Historia (Latin), learning through inquiry, one who sees all things



…



…



…



…



www.pdst.ie



Read- key words



• Exam papers- have a look at the questioning words- do the students all know what is being asked of them. List of high frequency word. • How will you ensure that all students understand what is being asked of them?



Exam Verbs Verb



Meaning



Calculate



Use numerical information, formulae or ratios.



Contrast



Show difference(s).



Define



State the exact meaning of a term or concept.



Demonstrate Explain or describe by using examples, charts, diagrams or graphs Give an account of a person, relationship, event, institution etc.



Distinguish



Point out the differences(s).



Draft



Draw up a document, letter, report, sketch, diagram Outline in writing.
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Describe



Exam Verbs Verb



Meaning



Explain



Make clear in a DETAILED manner



Identify



Show that you recognise something.



Illustrate



Make clear by means of examples, charts, diagram, graphs, etc. Explain the meaning and make clear a particular understanding. Write down a number of names or things having something in common. Give a SHORT summary of the important features, leaving out detail.
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Interpret List Outline



Exam Verbs Verbs



Meaning



To study a problem in detail by breaking it down into various parts to examine possible relationships. Apply Put the knowledge to practical use or use it for a particular purpose Compare To examine two or more things in order to discover their likeness and or differences. Differentiate To distinguish between. To develop separate characteristics. Discuss To examine or consider, suggesting a detailed and careful investigation. It may require debating both sides of an argument. Evaluate To make an informed judgment backed up with evidence. Ensure that you give advantages, benefits, disadvantages, risks. www.pdst.ie



Analyse



BUG technique BOX, UNDERLINE & GLANCE BACK
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Copy the diagram into your answer book and add a pollen tube that has completed its growth. Label the nuclei in the pollen tube.
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Writing



Strategies for Reading and Writing Comprehension
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• KWL charts • Skim, Scan, Summarise • SQ3R (Survey! Question! Read! Recite! Review!) • BUG (Box, Underline, Glance) • DART (Directed Activities Related to the Texts) • Q NOTES (Turn headings into questions in the left hand column. Write notes in the right hand column)



• QAR (Question – Answer Relationships)
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Suggested DART Tasks 1. Text completion 2. Note-taking 3. Diagram completion 4. Table completion / Tabular representation 5. Completion activities with disordered text 6. Prediction
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Make Them Think!



As Subject Teachers…
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You are not expected to become reading interventionists, but you are the best equipped teacher to provide content area literacy support in your subject area because you understand the reading and writing demands of your subject.
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Subject Specific Resources to Support Literacy (www.pdst.ie/node/465) Graphic Organiser Semantic Map and Peer Teaching Cooperative and Group Role Cards Vocabulary Vignettes and Graphic Organiser Vocabulary Guidelines and Prefixes Speaking and Listening Checklist Reading Checklist Vocabulary Knowledge Checklist Writing Checklist Common Greek and Latin Morphemes Morphemes in Science
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