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Lizards on the Loose!



Protocol for Anole Surveys



1. Locate the three habitat types that you will need for your survey: an area with one or more large trees, an area containing one or more shrubs, but no large trees, and an area containing no shrubs or trees at all. 2. Choose one area to conduct your first observation period. Start a timer on your phone or watch or check the time; this observation period will last 5 minutes. 3. Begin your observation by walking slowly through the area and looking for lizards. Look up, down, and on all surfaces…anoles can be found in many different places! 4. When you see an anole, take a picture using the iNaturalist app or your camera. 5. Continue your search. If you find a species of anole you have not seen before during this observation period, record a new observation by taking a photo. If you see a lizard whose species you have already recorded during this period, continue searching. 6. Continue searching until your timer reaches 5 minutes. Note the total number of species of anoles you saw in the habitat in the table below. If you did not see any anoles, enter a zero. 7. If you have used the iNaturalist app, edit your observations and add appropriate data. Refer to the Field Identification Guide as needed to help in your identification and upload your identifications. If you have taken your observations with a camera (not using the app), upload them to iNaturalist.org and add identifications and appropriate data. You have completed one of your 3 observation periods! 8. Conduct one more observation period in each of the other habitat types, for a total of three 5 minute observations. Be sure to record all species of anoles that you see in each habitat type. 9. CONGRATULATIONS! – You have completed one of your visual encounter surveys and made an important contribution to our research! Thank you for your time and effort. # of Anole Species Survey



Date



Tree



Shrub



Open



Final Species # Check Tree



Shrub



Open



Notes



1 2 3 Data Table: Fill in your # of Anole Species in each habitat as you conduct your surveys. After submitting your observations check the accuracy of your identifications on iNaturalist and make any changes needed in your Final Species # Check.



How To Take Good Pictures of Anoles: 1. Get Close! Try to have the anole fill as much of the frame of the photo as possible. Getting close to your subject will give your photo enough detail to allow you to identify it accurately. You can use the zoom on your camera or phone to get “closer” to the anole as well. While many anoles will allow you to get fairly close to them for a photo opportunity, some may run away if you approach too closely. One way to deal with this is to take multiple pictures as you approach an anole, so you will have a picture even if the anole decides to escape! 2. Take multiple photos from different angles. Multiple photos can show different parts of the lizard, such as the dewlap, or different views which will help you in identifying anoles. A photo from the side and a photo from the top should allow you to identify most anoles! 3. Make sure that your photos are sharp and in focus! A blurry picture will prevent you from seeing the details necessary to identify some anoles. Taking several pictures and practicing with your camera can help you get great quality pictures.



Left: Far away and hard to identify; Right: Close and easier to identify: A crested anole!



Other resources iNaturalist provides extensive online resources for help including tutorials: Getting Started with iNaturalist: http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started A Teachers’ Guide to iNaturalist: http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/teacher's+guide Video Tutorials: http://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video+tutorials For any issues, feel free to drop us an email! Chris ([email protected]) and James ([email protected])
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