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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



LATINO MEDICAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION’S 30th ANNUAL WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE (Sacramento, Calif.) – While Latinos/Hispanics make up 17% of the U.S. population only 5.5% of the physician workforce is of Latino/Hispanic origin. The shortage is striking and with the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) a more diverse healthcare workforce is imperative. The Latino Medical Student Association’s Western Region (LMSA-West) is dedicated to diversifying the healthcare workforce with the goal of eliminating health disparities in the Latino/Hispanic community and other underserved communities. To help fulfill this goal LMSA-West will hold its 30th Annual Conference in Sacramento, California March 21st-22nd 2014, hosted by the UC Davis School of Medicine at the Double Tree Hotel by Hilton. This memorable conference will host over 600 attendees from throughout the region including: high school students, undergraduate students, medical students, and physicians. UC Irvine, UC San Diego, UCSF, UCLA, USC, and Stanford have hosted prior regional conferences as well. The year’s theme is Transforming our script in medicine: advancing leadership, policy, research, and community and the official social media hashtag is #LMSAwest2014. This conference is a testament to the student-led work happening across the U.S. to bring healthcare to underserved communities. The weekend will kick off with a networking event on Friday, March 21st for medical students and physicians. Saturday, March 22nd will be filled with workshops to help students move forward in their journey towards becoming a healthcare provider. On Saturday evening medical students, staff, and faculty will be honored for their contributions to LMSA chapters and underserved communities at the awards gala. Senior medical students will be receiving the traditional sarape gift, which they wear at their individual graduation ceremonies. This summer, these soon-to-be physicians will continue their journey to care for our underserved communities at residency training programs across the nation. Conference speakers include Dr. David A. Acosta, MD, Associate Vice Chancellor of Diversity and Inclusion at UC Davis Health System, Dr. Katherine Flores, MD, Director of the UCSF Fresno- Latino Center for Medical Education and Research, Dr. David E. Hayes-Bautista, PhD, Professor of Medicine and Director of the Center for the Study of Latino Health and Culture at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, and Dr. Jessica M. Núñez de Ybarra, MD, MPH, FACPM, public health medical officer supervisor at the California Department of Public Health. Conference sponsors include UC Davis School of Medicine, Alliance in Mentorship, Kaiser Permanente, California Health Care Foundation, Kaplan Inc., AVI Productions, Firecracker Inc., National Hispanic Medical Association, Eastside Orthopedics, California Medical Association, The California Endowment, and Merrill Lynch. The Latino Medical Student Association’s Western Region (LMSA-West) is a non-profit organization that unites and empowers medical students through service, mentorship, and education to advocate for the Latino community. LMSA-West is made up of 15 medical school chapters across California, Utah, Washington, Arizona, and Oregon. Visit www.lmsa.net/west for more information. The UC Davis School of Medicine is among the nation's leading medical schools, recognized for its research and primary-care programs. The school offers fully accredited master's degree programs in public health and in informatics, and its combined M.D.-Ph.D. program is training the next generation of physician-scientists to conduct high-impact research and translate discoveries into better clinical care. Along with being a recognized leader in medical research, the school is committed to serving underserved communities and advancing rural health. For more information, visit UC Davis School of Medicine at www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/medschool/ ###
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