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Local Government and Sustainable Development Efforts: A Case Study Sarmistha R. Majumdar Sam Houston State University As a concept, sustainable development has great appeal to many local governments. One example, the city of Denton, Texas, has tried to incorporate sustainable principles in their local development efforts. Here, addressing a wide array of local problems without jeopardizing the scope for economic development, the local government has undertaken an innovative project that produces biodiesel from waste cooking oil. The technology provided by its private partner helps to make optimal utilization of resources in the production process. Much of the locally produced fuel is used in municipal garbage trucks and has helped to cut down harmful emissions. The project is not only an attempt at sustainable development, but also at energy independence.



The



concept of sustainable development implies development without causing irreversible damage to the environment. The importance of this concept can be traced back to Malthus’ (1798) famous essay, which was the first to draw the world’s attention to overpopulation and the notion of scarcity as a constraint on economic growth (Caldari, 2004:527). Later, Leopold (1949), Marshall (1961), Carson (1965), Hardin (1968) and others echoed similar concerns (McEntire 2005, 107). However, it was not until 1987 when the World Commission on Environment and Development, also known as the Brundtland Commission, endorsed sustainable development practices as a requirement to meet the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future generations. Global summits and numerous conferences have been organized to draw attention to the concept of sustainable development and provide the necessary stimulus for planning and implementation of such projects. Currently, governments at all levels are trying to incorporate its principles in their development efforts. In particular, local governments play an important role in sustainable development. Since they have greater control over the tools necessary to make the shift towards such development efforts, local governments can achieve the desired social change through implementation of sustainable projects (Baker et al 1997). But in the absence of basic guidelines for planning and operationalization of a sustainable development project, its implementation poses a serious challenge to many local governments. Only few entrepreneurial local governments venture to undertake such a project. The concept of sustainable - 19 -
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