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Administrative Procedure 353



LOCKER AND STUDENT SEARCHES Background There is a generally accepted need for safe storage of books, school materials and other personal property on school premises. Where lockers are provided for student use, a principal retains the right to ensure that such lockers are only used for intended purposes. Under certain circumstances, a principal may search a student where there are reasonable grounds to do so. Procedures 1. All lockers are and will remain the property of the district. 2. Students are encouraged to keep their assigned lockers closed and locked against unlawful entry. 3. No student may use a locker as a depository for any illegal substance or object or for any substances or materials which constitute a threat to the health, safety, welfare or morals of the occupants of the school building or which could cause damage to the school. 4. The principal of a school has the right to search all or any student lockers. Due care must be taken to protect the legal rights of the individual(s) throughout the search process. 5. A principal must have reasonable grounds to conduct a search of a student locker. Reasonable grounds may normally be established where credible information is obtained from reliable sources to justify a search taking place.  In conducting a search, a principal should normally have the student present at the locker when it is to be searched and should ensure that the search is not excessively intrusive, according to the circumstances. 6. A principal may conduct a search of a student where there are reasonable grounds to believe that there has been a violation of district policies, procedures, regulations or, school regulations including applicable codes of conduct, or of school discipline, and that a search of a student would reveal evidence of that violation. 6.1



Reasonable grounds may include for example, information received from one or more students considered to be credible, a teacher's or school administrator's own observations, information from any other individual that is considered to be credible, or any combination of the above information sources.



6.2



The permissible extent of the search will vary with the gravity of the infraction that is suspected and for example, will require immediate action to be undertaken where there are reasonable grounds to believe that a student is carrying a dangerous weapon.



Calgary Roman Catholic Separate School District No. 1 Administrative Procedures Manual



April 2016 Page 1 of 2



6.3



In assessing the information received and the permissible extent of the search to be carried out, a principal must consider the age and gender of the student such that every search must be conducted in a respectful and as sensitive a manner as possible.



7



At all times, a principal must assess whether the search of a student locker or of a student may threaten the safety of the principal and others, and where deemed to be so, must contact their respective supervisor and law enforcement officials for assistance.



8



Materials obtained from a search of a student locker or of a student may be retained by the principal and stored in a secure and safe place where such materials are deemed to be illegal or a threat to the welfare and safety of students, staff or the school building. Upon the seizure of any such materials by the principal, law enforcement officials may, depending upon the circumstances, be contacted.



Approval Date:



April 12, 2016



Reference:



School Act, Section 12, 18, 20, 45, 45.1, 60, 61, 113 Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act Youth Criminal Justice Act Criminal Code (Canada) School Administrators’ Handbook http://intranet/default.asp?V_ITEM_ID=68
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