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Lunenburg Public Schools Loxi Jo Calmes Superintendent of Schools



July 31, 2013 For Immediate Release Contact: Loxi Jo Calmes, Superintendent 978-582-4100



RE: MSBA Approves Lunenburg Middle/High School’s Preferred Schematic Design



The Lunenburg Middle/High School project passed a significant milestone this week when the Massachusetts School Building Authority’s (MSBA) Board of Directors unanimously approved the project’s preferred schematic design. The new school will accommodate a MSBA approved design enrollment of 820 students in grades 6-12. The total area of the building will be approximately 168,000 gross square feet. It will feature state-of-the-art classrooms and science laboratories, a library/media center, an auditorium, a cafeteria, gymnasium, technology labs, a greenhouse, and spaces for special education, art, music, guidance, physical education, and school administration. Since design commenced early last spring, school teachers, staff, parents, administrators and town staff have provided thoughtful feedback on the development of the project through visioning sessions, workshops, and meetings. “I'm pleased the MSBA has approved this important step. This couldn't have happened without the many years of hard work and collaboration of so many in the Lunenburg community including members of the Schools Configuration Work Group, the Regionalization Committee, members of our Town Boards, the School Committee, parents, teachers, and administrators as well as the members of the School Building Committee,” said Michael Mackin, chairperson of the School Building Committee. The School Building Committee was formed by the Lunenburg Board of Selectmen and charged with financial oversight and the management of the administration of the construction of the Lunenburg Middle/High School project. The Lunenburg School Building Committee is now on track to continue its work with the project’s architect Tappé Associates, and Owner’s Project Manager Joslin, Lesser + Associates, to further develop plans and cost estimates through the schematic design process. “We are very excited to have this opportunity to work in partnership with the MSBA on a 612 middle/high school project. The preferred option approved by the MSBA Board of Directors today was studied locally for several years and is educationally sound, fiscally responsible, and sustainable. We look forward to the next steps in the MSBA process and providing the citizens of the Lunenburg community with additional detailed project information,” said Superintendent Loxi Jo Calmes following Wednesday’s MSBA Board of Directors meeting.
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In mid-September, refined plans and cost estimates will be sent to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in time for its Board of Directors to vote on the project’s scope and budget in early October. If the project’s scope and budget are approved, the town will have 120 days to schedule a vote for a debt exclusion to fund the project, per state guidelines. Early construction activities could begin by the summer of 2014 with the new school anticipated to open in September 2016. To stay up to date on project developments, please visit the project’s website at: https://sites.google.com/a/lunenburgschools.net/school-building-project/. The School Building Committee is also looking for a new member to fill a recently vacated seat. If you are interested in learning more about the opportunity, please contact Mary Landi in the Office of the Superintendent at 978-582-4100, extension 211.
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