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Mangal Pandey: The Rising A. Plot1857 AD. The entire Indian sub continent is ruled by a company. The British East India Company. The most successful business enterprise in history. The company has its own laws, its own administration, its own army. It controls the destiny of one fifth of humanity. Mangal Pandey - The Rising is an epic tale of friendship, betrayal, love and sacrifice set against the backdrop of what the British called the sepoy mutiny but which for the Indians was the First War of Independence. 'Company Raj' as it was known, had been plundering the country, treating the locals unjustly and causing widespread resentment. After a hundred years of subjugation, the Indian consciousness is rising through the revolutionary prospect of change and self-rule. During a fierce battle in one of the Afgan wars that the Company fought in the mid-century, Mangal Pandey, the heroic sepoy, saves the life of his British commanding officer William Gordon. B. Characters Summary: Who are they and their significance/symbolism to the meaning of the film1. Sepoy Mangal Pandey2. Heera3. Captain William Gordon4. Emily5. Jwala6. Lol Bibi-



C. Questions: Use evidence/examples from the film to support your answers. 7 .In which war did Captain Gordon and sepoy Mangal Pandey form a friendship?



8. What is said about the new rifles from the British and the people of India?



9. Why is there a big stir over the new cartridges?



10. Explain the connection with the Opium and the British East India Company as explained to Mrs. Kent?



11. Why was there a Sati rescue?



12. After the warehouse raid, what happened to the land and property of the people forced to grow the opium?



13. How does Mangal respond to the truth about the cartridges?



14. Provide examples of the presence and differences in the caste system.



15. Provide examples of the ignorance, lack of tolerance, or racism amongst the British and the Indians.



16. Why was there a rebellion/uprising? What was the result? D. Quote Review: Interpret the meaning of each quote16. Captain William Gordon: If you kill this man, Mangal Pandey, it will lead to the fall of this company!



17. Mangal Pandey: You have tasted a black man's loyalty - now taste his *fury*!



18. Captain William Gordon: In your Ramayana there was one villain "Ravana" who had ten heads, company has a hundred heads and they're all joined by the glue of greed.



E. Vocabulary: Define each word19. Sepoy-



20. Uprising-



21. Rifle-



22. Opium-



23. Epic-



24. Caste-



25. Raj* 5 points bonus, draw a political cartoon using a rifle (on another object) to depict the message of the film.
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