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WALL THAT HEALS COMING TO MOBILE - A BLUE STAR SALUTE EVENT The Vietnam Traveling Wall from Arlington, VA, also known as the Wall That Heals, will be on display at Battleship Park in Mobile. It arrives 17 May complete with an escort. It will be set up on 18 May and open to the public 24 x 7 beginning Thursday morning 19 May through Sunday 22 May at 1730. It arrives on a tractor-trailer truck which transforms into a museum once the Wall is removed from the truck. Many MCL members from South Alabama are volunteering to help fill the 180 volunteer slots over these four days. Each slot is 4 hours. The Wall is being sponsored by the Blue Star Salute Foundation. Highlights include an opening ceremony Thursday morning, a moving candlelight vigil Friday evening and a closing ceremony Sunday.



www.alabamamcl.org Dianna Grantham Editor 1240 Palmetto Ct Mobile, AL 36695 251-377-9818 [email protected] Commandant Jerry Cherne 251-554-7676 [email protected] Sr Vice Commandant AB Grantham 251-680-0006 [email protected] Jr Vice Commandant Mike Walton 344-7126843 [email protected] Judge Advocate Don Fisher



334-2213175



[email protected] Adjutant Ed Mason 256-90-6729 [email protected] Paymaster Darrell Langford 334-8057335 [email protected] Chaplain John Burks, Jr. 205-587-8634 [email protected]



On Saturday at Battleship Park is the Annual Blue Star Salute. This includes a 5k run at 0730 and the Blue Star program ay 1000. At 1300 the names of our Alabama military fallen from the War on Terror will be read and Gold Star Families will be recognized. Many VSO’s and other organizations set up booths. It is a day to honor our fallen and many military members who will be present. Plus you can visit the Wall at the same time. Arrive early. Our southern Detachments are deeply involved in both events. We hope to see you there. It is worth the trip. 1



John Reid



Sergeant at Arms 251– 404-492



[email protected] Jr. Past Commandant Jack Hopping 205-9833138 [email protected]



Commandant’s Corner Greetings Marines and Associate Members of the Department of Alabama. It has been a busy first quarter. We updated our Department Bylaws and they were approved at our last Department Quarterly meeting. It was an interesting meeting. If you missed it you missed out on some lively discussion. A few weeks ago every Detachment Commandant was invited to attend a onetime committee meeting in Montgomery to discuss the rules for use of the TAG Fund. Ten of 15 Detachments were represented. Prior to the meeting we asked for input from each Detachment. Every idea submitted to the committee was discussed on its own merit. Some items resulted in considerable back and forth discussion. There are many sides to this and all had their opportunity to be heard. After meeting Friday afternoon and all morning Saturday, we came together and produced a plan that will be rolled out at our April Quarterly meeting. The vote to adopt this as a change to our Bylaws will take place in June at our annual convention. At our 9 April Quarterly Department meeting we will also discuss and vote on several minor Bylaw changes. TRAINING AT OUR ANNUAL CONVENTION This year we are adding some training as part of the convention. The training is optional and is open to all members. At 1430 on Friday at the hotel, we will have three training sessions. Your Detachment will need to divide and conquer as they will all run at the same time. The training sessions will be Paymaster Training, Judge Advocate Training, and Commandant’s Training. We encourage Paymasters and Judge Advocate’s to attend their session as well as anyone else interested in these topics. Commandant’s Training is designed for Detachment Commandants, Jr. Vice and Sr. Vice Commandants as well as anyone else aspiring to move into one of these positions, or if you just want to learn and discuss. These will be training sessions with open discussions. We ask every Detachment to be represented at each training session. We’ll have you out of there by 1630 or 1700 at the latest, maybe earlier. Our end of year retention numbers were not good, I hope every Detachment is making a sincere effort to improve this area. Our Department Convention is 10 to 12 June in Mobile. I know P.L. Wilson and Jesse Andrews Jr. Detachments are working hard to prepare for your arrival. Plan on having a good time, take care of business and I’m sure we’ll all learn something along the way. Mingling with members of other Detachments from around the state is a great way to get new ideas. Watch for an announcement on a special guest speaker in the near future. Semper Fidelis



Jerry Cherne



(One each, olive drab, Marine Corps issue, OORAH) Commandant Department of Alabama
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DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 31ST ANNUAL CONVENTION JUNE 10-12, 2016



Jointly Hosted by Jesse Andrews Jr. Detachment & P.L. Wilson Detachment Location: The Ashbury Hotel & Suites Address 600 West Interstate 65 Service Rd N, Mobile, AL 36608 Phone (251) 344-8030. Ask for Marine Corps League rate. REGISTER NOW!!! Room Rates: Regular Room $70+ tax; or motel type outside entrance (smoking available for these) $60+ tax per night, includes hot breakfast/parking.



***Open Bar Hospitality Suite*** Open Friday 1500 to midnight, Saturday 1400 – 1600 & after Banquet until midnight, closed Sunday Ships Store, Auction and Last Chance Bid Room open Friday 1400 – 1900, Saturday 1030 – 1400. Winners posted at 1430, must pick up your prizes by 1600. AN INFORMATIVE AND FUN DEPARTMENT CONVENTION Schedule Commandants, Paymasters & Judge Advocate training classes at 14:30 Commandants Counsel: Friday 1900 red polo or equivalent and cover Open session (members and guests welcome): Saturday 0830 undress blues/red polo w/cover Business Meeting: 15 minutes after Open Session ends, undress blues/red polo w/cover Lunch 1145 Saturday Activities for guests: Saturday 9:15-3:45 Business Meeting re-convenes, if needed, 1300 – 1400, undress blues/red polo w/cover Devil Dog Growl at 1430 Cocktail Hour: 1700 – 1800 (Formal or red blazer uniform, suit/sport jacket, no cover) Banquet: 1800 (Formal or red blazer uniform, suit/sport jacket, no cover) Hospitality re-opens after Banquet. Music by guest DJ, dancing



See Registration Form for more information Committee Co-Chairs: Carl Jozaitis, 251-753-1081, [email protected] A.B. Grantham, 251-680-0006, [email protected]



3



DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 31ST ANNUAL CONVENTION 10 - 12 June 2016 ***Registration Form*** Name (print): _____________________________________________________________ Detachment: _______________________________________________________________ Department Office Currently Held: ______________________________________________ Detachment Office Currently Held: ______________________________________________ Address: ___________________________________________________________________ City: _____________________State:____Zip_________Telephone_____________________ Email: ____________________________Spouse/Guest Name_________________________ Meals Friday: on your own or Hospitality Room will be serving free fried catfish, fried shrimp, sides and snacks from 1700 till gone. Open Bar Saturday: Free hot breakfast buffet with a room rental. Lunch is on your own. Banquet: Choices include salad, rolls, tea/coffee, dessert, greens beans and baked potatoes. Sunday: Free hot breakfast buffet with a room rental. Saturday Activity 9:00AM: Tour of Mardi Gras Museum, The Cathedral Basilica, and lunch at “Spot of Tea” restaurant downtown Mobile. $35 per person min 30 people Member Delegate Registration Fee



($10 per person):



Qty:____ x $10



Total: $________



Guest Registration Fee



($5 per person):



Qty:____ x $5



Total: $________



Saturday Activity (Mardi Gras museum & lunch) ($35 per person): Qty:____ x $35



Total: $________



Saturday Banquet Dinner New York Strip:



($40 per person):



Qty:____ x $40



Total: $________



Grilled Grouper:



($40 per person):



Qty:____ x $40



Total: $________ Total $______________



Check payable to: Jesse Andrews Jr. Det. MCL Mail to: Marine Corps League



Committee Chair Contacts - questions:



6845 Hwy. 90 E



A.B. Grantham, 251-680-0006, [email protected]



Suite. 105-314



Carl M. Jozaitis, 251-753-1081, [email protected]



Daphne, AL 36526 *******OPEN BAR HOSPITALITY ******* 4



Department of Alabama’s Detachments and Commandants Detachment



Commandant



Commandant’s Address



P. L. Wilson Det. #447 Joshua Grantham Mobile, AL [email protected] 251-610-5346 Meets 2nd Tues - 1800 (meal) & 1900 (meeting) hrs at American Legion Post 88 - 2663 Halls Mill Road, Mobile, AL Howlin' Mad Smith Det. #592 Joe Findley Birmingham, AL [email protected] 205-680-1276 Meets 3rd Sat. - 0900 Hrs at American Legion Post 171 - 8325 1st Ave. N., Birmingham, AL Wiregrass Det. #752 Dothan, AL



Darrell Langford [email protected] 334-805-7335 Meets 1st Thur. - 1800 hrs - Golden Corral - 3340 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL



Brandon Wilborn Det. #820 James Samuelson Huntsville, AL [email protected] 256-509-0508 or 256-535-0857 Meets 2nd Tues. - 1900 hrs. - 725 Franklin St. S. E., Huntsville, AL 35801 Townsend Det. #920 Dan Newcomer Montgomery, AL [email protected] 334-462-2503 Meets 3rd Sat. - 0830 hrs at American Legion Hdqtrs., 120 N. Jackson St., Montgomery, AL Billy Stelpflug Det. #1064 Grady Jones Auburn, AL [email protected] 334-821-5486 Meets 3rd Sat. - 0730 hrs. for B'fast (0830 Meeting) at Chappy's Deli - 754 E. Gleen Ave., Auburn, AL McLaughlin Det. #1091 Mitchell Chastain Gadsden, AL [email protected] H 256-543-7196 C 256-490-3960 Meets 3rd Sat.at 1000 Hrs at Elliot Community Center, 2829 W. Meighan Blvd. Gadsden, AL Kenny E. Black Det. #1166 Bobby (Skip) Ferguson Athens, AL [email protected] 256-529-5907 Meets 3rd Sat. - 1200 Hrs at Alabama Veterans Museum, 100 Pryor Street West, Athens, AL Johnny M. Spann Det. #1272 Tuscaloosa, AL



Allen Ray Chaffin Det. #1329 Anniston, AL



Harold Battles [email protected] 205-331-9361 Meets @ 1800 hrs @ location noted @ www. Tuscaloosamarines.com Dan Long [email protected]



256-310-6481



Meets 4th Tues. - 1900 hrs at Calhoun County Civil Defense Bldg. on Bynum-Leatherwood Road, Anniston, AL
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Department of Alabama’s Detachments and Commandants Detachment Cpl. Joseph Whitehead Det. #1370 Gulf Shores, AL



Commandant



Commandant’s Address



Mike Graham [email protected] 205-499-6628 Meets 4th Thurs. - 1800 hrs. -at Gulf Bowling Alley- 2881 S. Juniper St. Foley, AL 36535



Jesse Andrews Jr.Det. #1378 Lew Thomas Daphne, AL [email protected] 251-454-0004 Meets 3rd Tues. -1830 hrs at Don Carlos Restaurant, 29669 Hwy 181, Daphne, AL 36526 N.E. Alabama Det. #1404 Robert Harrell Ft. Payne, AL [email protected] 704-575-2114 Meets 2nd Sat. - 1000 hrs -MCL Meeting Hall - 659 Wallace Avenue, Ft. Payne, AL Lr. Gen. Victor "Brute" Krulak Det. #1415 Ed Smith, Jr. Hoover, AL [email protected] H=205-661-9410 W-205-326-4389 C=205-966-3185 Meets 2nd Sat. - 1000 hrs at Hoover Tactical Firearms - 1561 Montgomery Hwy. Hoover, AL 35216



LCpl Jonathan L Smith Det. Loyd Potter Decatur, AL [email protected] 256-560-5162 Meets 3rd Thur - 1900 hrs at American Legion Post 15 (Back Door) - 2607 US-31, Decatur, AL 35603
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Senior Vice Commandant—AB Grantham I had the honor of representing the Department of Alabama at the National MCL Mid-winter Conference last week. Lots of long meetings but very informative and we accomplished a lot. First of all, we passed a balanced National Budget for the first time in about six years!!! The current National Board of Trustees and National Staff are working very hard and long hours to correct the problems of the past couple of years. Much headway has been made as evident by our National Web site www.MCLNational.org If you haven’t visited it, please do; I think you will be impressed by the improvement over the last web site we had. They have also added a “locator” to the site for visitors to find the nearest Detachment to them. It is under the “Contact” tab. Commandant Richard Gore and Executive Director Tom Hazlet are taking no prisoners when it comes to getting people to do their job and perform at an acceptable level. There have been some employees let go and shuffled around to get the jobs done. They pledge to continue until the Headquarters staff performs as it needs to. Sr. Vice-Commandant Wendell Webb is also deep into working with the data base and trying to get the rosters corrected. He is monitoring the flow of paperwork and correcting all the problems he has been given. Jr. Vice Commandant Dennis Tobin in digging his heels into the membership problems and Judge Advocate Johnny Baker hasn’t taken a breath since his election. I tried to spend a few minutes with him at Mid-winter, but it wasn’t in the cards. He is a extremely busy and sought after man during this trying time for the League. A detailed report of the Mid Winter Conference will be available at the next quarterly meeting of the Department. Our Tag Use Fund Committee meeting in February was a resounding success. Ten Detachments were represented along with the Tag Committee and Department Staff. Discussions were lively at times but we all came away with more comradery than we went in with and a good plan to continue helping Marines, their families and our League members with the fund. I believe everyone contributed something to the success and we are fortunate to have a great group working on it in our Department. Thank you all for your commitment and dedication to the Department of Alabama and your support to Commandant Jerry Cherne. Jerry is doing a great job and working constantly on bettering the Department .



7



Jr Vice Commandant— Mike Walton I know we are having a lot of problems with our National membership roster. We need to be more diligent with our own record keeping. First, and foremost our transmittals needs to be filled out properly when sent up to the paymaster. We must keep accurate records so if there is a problem we can go back and find it in a timely fashion. When and if there is a problem do not hesitate to e-mail the paymaster with it. Hopefully this will help ease the problems. Second, inform all your members to NOT use the envelopes provided by the National. The address cannot be read and sometimes it won’t even be sent back to the sender. Give then a place where their dues can be sent so it can be processed ASAP. Don’t hold them up more than a week. Now we need to be more creative in recruitment. We need some of your ideas on what your detachment is doing so we can pass this on to the others. My detachment is in the process of getting magnetic signs printed up to put on the back of our vehicles informing anyone who see it about the Marine Corps League here in Dothan. We also have small brochures that we put under windshield wipers whenever we see a Marine sticker or license plate. I hope to see you all at our April 9th meeting and we can share ideas and keep this wonderful organization going forward. Semper Fi, Mike Walton



“
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Judge Advocate—Don Fisher Don Fisher – Department Judge Advocate Great news from the Department Judge Advocate – there is no news! We have had no grievances or disciplinary charges filed since our last Newsletter. I trust that whatever disagreements that are out there have been handled internally within the detachments. I am here if something occurs that a member or detachment wishes to raise above the Detachment level. I only ask that you attempt to settle any grievances within the detachment first in accordance with Article 900 (c) (3) of the National Bylaws. Remember, detachments have no jurisdiction if a disciplinary charge is brought by a member or detachment; disciplinary charges must be filed directly with the Department Judge Advocate or National Judge Advocate. The Bylaws Committee is proposing some minor amendments to the Department Bylaws approved on January 9, 2016. The changes generally concern travel cost and minor changes to the operations of the tag committee. Your detachment commandant or his or her designee should have sent them to you already. If not the proposed changes may be found on the Department website. Don Fisher Judge Advocate Department of Alabama 334-221-3175 [email protected]



There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines: Marines and the enemy. Everyone else has a second-hand opinion. Gen. William Thornson, U.S. Army
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Department Paymaster—Darrell Langford From the Paymaster: After a few months as paymaster I realize there is a lack of knowledge about the transmittal process. So to all you paymasters and future paymasters here is my attempt to clarify what happens to transmittals when they leave the detachments. First, make sure that all information on the transmittal is complete. This is particularly true for the paymaster section at the bottom right of the form. The paymaster must sign the form! Without the signature, I must return the transmittal to the paymaster. This increases the time required in a process that is already super slow. Also, remember that you are making 4 copies, so please press hard when completing the form. The detachment takes the last (yellow) copy for their records and sends the remainder with the appropriate checks to the department paymaster. National will return any transmittal that did not come through the department paymaster. My address is P.O. Box 204, Newton, AL 36352. When I receive your transmittal I will date the transmittal and let you know by Email that I received it. I will process the checks and within two days I will forward it to National. I retain the pink copy for department records. From this point on there is little I or anyone else can do to expedite the process. Ms. Hill is in charge of processing all transmittals at national. She has one part-time volunteer to help her process transmittals from all departments in the U.S. Here’s where the process comes to a crawl. Last week I received from National completed transmittals from October – December. This also explains why the national roster is so behind our records. Until the process is automated or more help is hired this is what we can expect for turn around on transmittals. Once National has processed the transmittal, the yellow copy is returned directly to the detachment paymaster along with pins for new members or Life members and a blank transmittal form. The green copy is sent to the department. All this and much more will be covered in the training classes at the Department Conference in June. I encourage all paymasters, commandants and anyone interested to attend these training sessions. In the meantime, if you have any questions please contact me: (334) 805-7335 or E-mail [email protected]. Respectfully, Darrell Langford Department of Alabama Paymaster
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Worthy Alabama Pack Leader of the Devil Dogs — PDD Jack Hopping Woof Woof to all of you mangy Mutts!! We were unable to have a Growl in the first Quarter due to time constraints and a full agenda. Look for a knock down howlin' growl in April.



Meantime, be thinking about your Pounds Dog of the Year award. It's time to register for the Ala, Ga, and Miss. State conventions. Most importantly, if you have a DD who will be a candidate for PDD, Dog Robber McLain needs the info ASAP.



Recruit wisely and be good dogs. Bring lots of bones to "Chitlin Switch". Help your detachments by insuring that no Dog is on the delinquent list. Avoid playing in the street and the company of cats!



WOOF



WOOF



PDD JACK HOPPING ALABAMA PACK LEADER



Marines I see as two breeds, Rottweilers or Dobermans, because Marines come in two varieties, big and mean, or skinny and mean. They're aggressive on the attack and tenacious on defense. They've got really short hair and they always go for the throat. RAdm. "Jay" R. Stark, USN; 10 November 1995
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Officer Reports - Web Sergeant Report The web site has been updated with all the changes that have been forwarded to me. All members please check the web site for accuracy, especially within your Detachment information. If you have had election of new officers, please forward that info to me as soon as possible and I will update your information. The bylaw revisions have been posted and are scheduled to be voted on at the April quarterly Department meeting. Please read and be prepared to discuss and vote on these revisions. Questions and/or comments should be directed to Judge Advocate Don Fisher or Commandant Jerry Cherne. If you have pictures to be placed on the web site, please forward them to me. I will include them with the pictures already there. Also, if you have events scheduled that you would like placed on the calendar, please forward that info to me. Some Detachments have placed events on the calendar that you may want to attend or support. Remember, the web site is the fastest and most accurate way to disburse information to everyone in the Department. Keep checking the site for updates and new information. A.B. Grantham - Web Sergeant 251-680-0006 [email protected]



From your Editor First of all I’d like to thank each of you that took the time to submit an article and or a Picture. With that said, I’d like to see more input. Let everyone know about your upcoming big events. Maybe you’ll get some participation from other detachments. Secondly, give me some feedback. Tell me what you like and what you don’t like. What else you’d like to see included. Let me know that you have read the newsletter. Feedback is what motivates me. To keep my life a little simpler I created a new email address just for this newsletter. Share it with everyone and maybe we can get some more input and feedback. Please include your name and detachment name in your communications with me, as I’m still trying to learn everyone’s name and League affiliation. It keeps me from getting too confused and making mistakes. Hope each of you enjoy this edition.



`



Dianna S. Grantham [email protected] Phone: 251-377-9818 12



Around the State—From P.L. Wilson Detachment, Mobile, Al



You’re all invited to the



10th Annual Semper Fi Golf Tournament Presented By:



Marine Corps League P.L. Wilson Detachment #447



Saturday April 30, 2016



Springhill Golf Course 4000 Dauphin Street Mobile, Al 36608



8 A.M. Shotgun Start 4 Man Scramble Format Closest to pin and longest drive prizes



Sponsorships Available: Eagle Globe and Anchor Four Star General Team Sponsor Beverage Cart Hole Sponsor



$750 $500 $400 $200 $100



Single Player: $100 Team of 4: $400lobe and Anr Food & beverages provided free Win a New Car for a Hole in One, and many other great prizes. Everyone gets a prize. For more information or to sign up contact: Bryan Dewberry at 251-533-4218 or e-mail to [email protected]
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Around the Marine Corps League National 2016 Mid Winter National Conference The mid-winter conference was held March 3-5th 2016 at the Marriot Fairview Park in Falls Church, VA. Attending in Jerry Cherne’s place was Sr. Vice AB Grantham see A.B.’s report on page 5



2016 Marine Corps League National Convention The 2016 National Convention will be August 7th - thru August 13th, 2016 in the Hyatt Regency hotel in downtown Tulsa, Oklahoma. It will be hosted by the Albert E. Schwab, Detachment #857 To make reservations now you can go online at http://www.mclschwabdet857.com/2016-national-convention and click the link or you can call Hyatt Regency Tulsa 888-591-1234 They have lots of fun activities planned and it should be a really great convention so plan to attend if you can.



Southeast Division 2016 Conference will be held in Augusta Georgia in March 24-26th. Hotel Doubletree by Hilton, 2651 Perimeter Parkway, Augusta, GA. 30909 Ph: 706-619-1781 Rooms are $91 plus tax per night. It is a pet friendly hotel.



Department of Alabama The next Department meeting will be Saturday April, 9, 2016 Millbrook, Al. So mark your calendar and plan to be there with your reports.



The Department of Alabama State Convention 2016 Next year’s convention will held in Mobile, June 10-12, 2016. Jointly Hosted by the Jessie Andrews Jr. detachment and the P.L. Wilson detachment. Go to Mobilemarines.org under the convention tab to make your reservations.
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National News *THE SEMPER FI STORE IS BACK ONLINE!!* The Marine Corps League is happy to announce the Relaunch of our On-Line Store We hope you take a minute to visit and see the many improvements that have been made. Navigation, item descriptions, adding items to your cart and the checkout process are only a few of the areas that received a complete overhaul. We are improving every day by adding better pictures and clearer descriptions! Come and visit us Feel free to contact us and let us know how you like the new experience.



http://semperfistore.org You can also get to this by going to the National Website www.MCLNational.org then clicking on the Ship Store Tab Look forward to seeing you there! Marine Corps League Merchandise Department



All Detachments should make the membership aware also. Marine Corps League National website www.MCLNational.org Detachments mentioned on the National website: Select “Programs” from the top bar, then “Competitions”, then “Americanism”. We are proud that the following Alabama Detachments received recognition for their efforts.



P.L. Wilson Detachment, 2nd Place, Battalion Level McLaughlin Detachment, 1st Place, Company Level Jesse Andrews Jr. Detachment, Honorable mention, Company Level Under Newsletter you’ll find under 2015 Results



P.L. Wilson Detachment, 1st Place, Battalion Level Note: you’ll also find the 2016 criteria. We hope to have The Alabama Marine as a winner in this category in 2016 On the “Home” tab on the top bar select “Member Benefits”. Discounts and special offers for MCL members are available from companies like T-Mobile, USSA, reduced checks, and others. Membership applications, transmittal forms, death notice forms, and other forms are available on the National website under “Documents”. 15



Detachment Reports—P.L. Wilson Detachment #447 Report We got 4 new members this quarter, 1 marine, & 3 associates Also got 3 new members from the University of South Alabama Jag Vets (2 Marines & 1 Navy) The first quarter of the year has been one of busy administrative work and helping multiple Marines with our Detachment’s Marines helping Marines. We got our annual budget finished and passed by the detachment. We also have been working on our job responsibilities as staff and officers in relation to the MCL Professional Development Program. We have also been able to help 4 different Marines in our Marines Helping Marines program during this quarter. We have a very busy and productive quarter upcoming. We will begin our Road Block Fundraisers in March, conduct our 10th annual Semper Fi Golf Tournament on April 30th, conduct the second annual Silkies Hike in Mobile (a 22K march in remembrance of the 22 vets a day that commit suicide) on May 14th, and have our annual Family Picnic on May 21st. We will have something happing or a planning meeting to make it happen almost every week from here on out for the foreseeable future. We do invite all detachments to enter a team into our Golf Tournament. This will be the 1st year that we will have the Semper Fi Cup. The Semper Fi Cup will go to the top scoring team composed totally of members of a VSO. The requirements will be that all 4 members have a current and valid membership card of their VSO. The winning team will be able to take the trophy to their home for the next year and bring it back for the next year. The winner will have the bragging rights for a year. So come on down and to Mobile for a great time of food, drinks, and golf. Lastly, the department convention is right around the corner. If you have not registered yet, please go ahead and do so. You can find the registration information on our website atwww.mobilemarines.org under the tab conferences and conventions. Semper Fi, Joshua Grantham Commandant P.L. Wilson Detachment #447



Marine Michael McCorvey gets a car from the detachment. Michael lost his leg in a tragic accident in January 2016



Marine Beth Wiggins is assisted from the detachment after losing both her legs in a motorcycle accident.
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Detachment Reports—Townsend Detachment #920 Marine Corps League’s Townsend Detachment #920 An honor detail with the Marine Corps League’s Townsend Detachment #920 from Montgomery, Alabama paid tribute to Montgomery native and U.S. Marine ‘Henry “Ben” Townsend’ on Friday October 23, 2015. Friday marked the 32nd anniversary of the ‘Beirut barracks bombing’. Lance Corporal Townsend was stationed at the Marine Barracks when two truck bombs struck separate buildings housing United States and French military forces – members of the Multinational Force in Lebanon. Lance Corporal Townsend was injured during the terrorist attack and subsequently died on December 2, 1983 at Bethesda Naval Hospital, Bethesda Maryland. Lance Corporal was assigned to 1 st Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, Camp LeJeune, North Carolina. Townsend Detachment was chartered in 1995. The detachment is comprised of active duty, reserve, retired and prior service Marines and FMF corpsmen and chaplains. The detachment chose to honor posthumously promoted Corporal Townsend, when they chose their detachment name. Townsend detachment has commission a stone to be placed at Corporal Townsend’s grave site indicating the Detachments choice of Corporal Townsend as honoree. The stone is anticipated to be completed by Memorial Day 2016. The Townsend Detachment will host a ceremony to place the stone at the grave site. Corporal Townsend’s grave is in the Pike Road community at the Gilmer cemetery on Old Pike Road. Corporal Townsend is indeed an unsung hero, a Marine who served with honor and did his duties as assigned, even unto his untimely death. Marine Corp League members of the Townsend Detachment salute you, Corporal Townsend and stand with you. SEMPER FI Marines and FMF corpsmen and women and chaplains are invited to join with the Townsend Detachment of the Marine Corps League. Additional information is available at the Townsend Detachment Web page, http://townsenddet920mclal.sharepoint.com/Pages/default.aspx
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Detachment Reports - Joseph Whitehead Detachment Greetings from the Joseph Whitehead Detachment Gulf Shores, Alabama We hit the ground running this year with nine (9) new members sworn in the months of January and February 2016. On 26th February, the Detachment was invited to the Marine Snow Bird Association Dinner hosted by BrettRobinson Company of Gulf Shores. Also invited were one hundred and twenty (120) Active Duty Marines from N.A.S. Pensacola. A cocktail hour preceded a wonderful dinner. After visiting with many of the young Marines, we all left the Dinner with the thought that the young guys are carrying on our traditions very well. On 21st February, the Detachment was invited to a special ceremony in Foley, Alabama. A storage facility with individual units closed and in one unclaimed unit a Purple Heart, World War II Campaign Ribbons, and other war memorabilia was discovered. The owner of the facility turned the artifacts over to the Foley High School ROTC. Through much hard work the ROTC Cadets were able to find out that the medals and memorabilia belonged to Private Sam L. Brock, K.I.A. on Iwo Jima. The young cadets were determined in their diligence by finding Private Brock’s brother in Amarillo, Texas. Money was raised to have the Brock family flown in to present the artifacts to them. The family and all Marines in attendance were deeply moved. Upcoming Events for March: Saturday, March 3 – Flag Ceremony VFW Elberta, Alabama Saturday, March 19 – Shooting Competition 3 Brothers Arms Range Stapleton, Alabama Saturday, March 26 - Information Tent Sausage Festival Elberta, Alabama Semper Fidelis Mike Graham
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Detachment Reports—Howlin Mad Smith Detachment #592



19



Detachment Reports—Howlin Mad Smith Detachment #592 cont.
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Detachment Reports—McLaughlin Detachment #1091 MCLAUGHLIN DETACHMENT #1091 The McLaughlin Detachment had a very busy and productive year in 2015. We had 14 new members to join us in 2015 and 6 of the new members joined as lifetime members. Our own Johnny Baker was elected as the National Judge Advocate at the National Convention and our detachment also won First Place in the Marine Corps League Americanism Award in Category II. Our members were very active during the last quarter of 2015 participating in 2 Veteran’s Day parades and 2 Christmas parades; attending the Veteran’s Day Ceremony at Centennial Memorial



Park and the Wreaths Across America at Ft McClellan. In November, we hosted the 240th Birthday Ball at the Gadsden Shrine Club and had 100 attendees including members of the N.E. Alabama Detachment and Chaffin Detachment. Our Toys for Tots Program was very successful and provided toys to 1,233 children in Etowah and Cherokee Counties. In 2015, our detachment members participated in two new projects: 1) Monthly visits to veterans at the COL Robert L. Howard State Veterans Home in Pell City, AL.



2) Performing the flag folding ceremony at the Annual Remembrance Celebration at Morgan Funeral Home in Attalla, AL. On Dec. 4th, in observance of National Cookie Day our members baked in excess of 800 cookies, bagged and delivered them to each veteran in the assisted living section of the Veterans Home. We made many new friends that day and put a smile on so many of their faces. We will continue our visits in 2016 and are now hosting a monthly bingo game on the 2nd Monday of each month. Our goal in 2016 is to continue our involvement with the community and to support all veterans. SUBMITTED BY: Connie Stephens 21



Marine Corps History highlights April This Month in History Selected April Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance 3 April 1945: On Okinawa, Marines of the III Amphibious Corps continued to make good progress all along their front, clearing Zampa Misaki and seizing the Katchin Peninsula, thus effectively cutting the island in two. By this date (D+2), III AC elements had reached objectives thought originally to require 11 days to take. 5 April 1947: Five Marine guards were killed and eight wounded when attacked by Communist Chinese raiders near the Hsin Ho ammunition depot in Northern China. This last major clash between Marines of the 1st Marine Division and Communist forces occurred shortly after withdrawal and redeployment plans from China were issued for the 1st Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing on 1 April. 10 April 1959: Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr. was named as one of the original seven Project Mercury astronauts selected for space training. The seven astronauts, all volunteers, were selected by NASA from an initial group of 110 leading military test pilots. Three years later, on 20 February 1962, Col Glenn would become the first American to orbit the Earth. 12-13 April 1918: Marines of the 4th Brigade suffered their first gas attack on the night and early morning hours of 12-13 April when the Germans bombarded the 74th Company, 6th Marines near Verdun with mustard gas. Nine Marine officers and 305 enlisted Marines were gassed and evacuated, and 30 Marines died from the effects of the gas shells which hit in the middle of the reserve area cantonments in which they were sleeping. 15 April 1962: Marine Corps operational involvement in the Vietnam War began on Palm Sunday when HMM-362 with its Sikorsky UH-34s arrived at Soc Trang in the Delta south of Saigon. The task unit was called "Shufly" and its first operational employment involved lifting Vietnamese troops into battle. 18 April 1983: One Marine Security Guard was killed and seven were wounded when a large car bomb exploded just outside the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon. Lance Corporal Robert McMaugh was standing guard at Post 1, just inside the front entrance when the bomb exploded outside the door. The explosion killed 61 people including 17 Americans. LCpl McMaugh was buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 26 April. 21 April 1951: Marine carrier-based airplanes made their first aerial contact with enemy planes over the Korean front lines. Captain Philip C. Delong shot down two YAK fighters and 1st Lieutenant Harold D. Daigh destroyed one more and damaged another in the heavily defended Pyongyang-Chinnanpo area. Both pilots were with VMF-312 flying from the USS Bataan. 27 April 1805: First Lieutenant Presley N. O'Bannon, who with seven other Marines was part of a force of Greeks and Arabs led by American Consul William Eaton, raised the United States flag for the first time over a conquered fortress of the Old World at Derne, a stronghold of the Tripolitan pirates. Two Marines were killed and one wounded in the assault on the walled city. 28 April 1993: The last A-6E Intruder departed from Marine Corps service. Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 332 transferred the last Marine A-6E to St. Augustine, Florida, and prepared for the squadron's transition to the F/A-18D and eventual movement from Cherry Point to Beaufort, South Carolina.
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Chaplain’s Report—Final Farwell Let us remember in our prayers the families of the following members who have answered our heavenly Father’s call: Laeman J. Butcher, -Billy Stelpflug Detachment, 30 June, 2015 Sidney C. Phillips, -P.L. Wilson Detachment, 26 September, 2015 Donald Maxwell Beabout, -McLaughlin Detachment, 3 October, 2015 Deborah A. Lewis, -Allan Ray Chaffin Detachment, 14 October, 2015 Terry D. Harrison, -Howlin Mad Smith Detachment, 17 October, 2015 Willie Searcy, -Wiregrass Detachment, 7 November, 2015 Christopher Edwin Hand -N.E. AL Detachment 12 November 2015. Robert M. Gilleland -Jesse Andrews Det., 11 December 2015. Sara Hann -Jesse Andrews, Jr. Detachment 18 December 2015. William B. Carpenter -P.L. Wilson Detachment 20 December 2015. Norman S. Gerald -P.L. Wilson Detachment 26 December 2015 Frank Bell —Howlin Mad Smith Detachment 18 January 2016. Carl Murdock - Townsend Detachment 12 February 2016



Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, [a] against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Ephesians 6:10-13 For additions to the Chaplain’s Report contact :John Burks, Jr. [email protected] 205-587-8634
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