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Sharing traditional values with today’s communities



Happy St. Patrick’s Day!



Richard Brooks (right) pictured with former Mirror School staff member Gerry Moen, was honoured at a Retirement Tea on February 27th at Mirror School. Beth Strohschein of the Parent Council was MC, and presented Richard with parting gift from the Parent Council. Debbie Plunkett presented the gift from the staff. The students also made presentations. Richard was surprised when former student, Beth Richardson, did a little “roast” reminiscent of the ones Richard used to do for the Grade Nines. photo courtesy of Mirror School



Alix Wagon Wheel Museum News by Eve Keates We would like to thank all the people who have been assisting us with plumbing and heating problems in the museum. We are still struggling with our furnace unfortunately. Board members had a very interesting day at the Mirror Museum. We were studying their system of accessioning artifacts as Al-



berta Museums have put a new program in place that all museums, large or small, shall follow. Thank you to Krystalle Wolf and Karen Holden for giving us excellent information and a tour of the museum. Cathy Perry and I attended the CARMN meeting in Red Deer this month. Our museum has for many years belonged to the Central Alberta Museum Network. It is of great benefit to share ideas and programs. We understand that the Red Deer & District Museum will also be starting the new accessioning program. We had the opportunity to hand out posters for our April 6th Fashion Show and there seemed to be a lot of interest



in our endeavour. We are busily collecting clothing and inviting people to model for us. To date we have items dating as far back as the 1890’s. The clothing was designed for smaller people back then so we do have a few challenges to contend with, but where there is a will, there is a way!



Tickets for “Interview History with Dr. Irene Parlby” and our Fashion Show are available at Alix Home Hardware and the Alix Public Library.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S COMPUTER



Have you missed an issue of The Chautauqua? Previous issues of The Chautauqua are available if you missed one. Current issues are available online.



Last time I didn’t really have much say, and a lot of space to not say it in! This time I have lots to say...and little space to say it. I read the other day that 99% of everything we purchase (does not include food) ends up disposed of in less than 6 months! We are throwing away almost everything we buy in less than 6 months. When did quantity become more important than quality? When did disposable replace lasting? When did pride in workmanship give way to cheap mass production at all costs? Something for us to think about as we shop.



Subscriptions are available Cost: $30.00 for one year (24 issues) $58.00 for two years (48 issues) Payable to: Beth Richardson (Chautauqua) Please submit your name and mailing address, with payment to: The Chautauqua Box 249 Alix, AB T0C 0B0



Uxà{



The Chautauqua 403-352-3837 (cell)



Alix Wagon Wheel Museum Notice of Annual Meeting



Box 249 Alix, AB T0C 0B0 Email: [email protected]



To be held at 4604 - 48 St., Alix Friday, March 14, 2008 at 1:30 pm.



thechautauquanewspaper.blogspot.com



Everyone Welcome Regular meeting will follow.



For more information phone 747-3119



The Alix Figure Skating Club would like to invite all community members to come and enjoy "A Night At the Movies" with us on March 9th in the Alix Arena at 2 pm for our annual Ice Carnival. The Special "Feature Presentation" will be from Elnora Icespectations, bringing 2 synchronized skating teams to our show this year. Enjoy our local budding talents as well! Admission by donation at the door. Grab some popcorn at the concession and enjoy the show! See you there!



Sunlight Ultra 2 (48 loads)



$4.99



When you are finished with the newspaper, please recycle it. Thanks!



Items may be submitted at Alix Library Sorry...NO FAXES ACCEPTED Owner/Editor: Beth Richardson Display Ads: $4.00 per column per inch Classifieds: $4.00 (up to 25 words)



DEADLINE - ads and articles 2nd & 4th Friday of the month Printed by the Red Deer Advocate



The Newspaper is FREE because the Advertising is NOT!



Please support your local businesses.



Royale Bathroom Tissue 16 roll



$4.99



Railway Avenue
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Have Ice and They Will Come!!! The Alix Avalanche "Atoms" hosted another successful tournament. The 8 team tournament had the Alix Community buzzing. Among those that came and played their hearts out were teams from Sherwood Park, Drayton Valley, Calmar, Clive, Red Deer Superior, Red Deer Westward Parts, Camrose, Alix. Clive and Camrose battled it out for the trophy in the "A" final, and Clive went home a happy team. Our home boys placed 1st in the "B" division. Thank you to everyone, including sponsors for their continued support, parents for their continued time dedicated, and Tom & Geri for great ice and great food ! Hockey is still ALIVE & WELL, in Alix! Tournament Sponsors: Quattro Rahr Malting Canwest Propane Gerry Sheflo Clive Village Foods RND Consulting Alix Home Hardware



Alix Community Savings Gator Gas - UFA Alix Drugs RTS Services Inc. CAPS - Central Alberta Printing Services JMT Services Inc. Sorensen Family Bill’s Waterwell Services Holmes Family Alix and Clive Agencies Genders Canpack Environmental Rick’s Drywall



Bill’s Waterwell Services Ltd. Alix, AB Do you need a waterwell drilled? With 30 years experience in Central Alberta, Bill Brown is now owner operator for personalized service on drilling, pumps and repairs. We are a full service waterwell company. Call today for a free quote.



403-747-2120
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Alix Auto Wreckers Ltd Black Gold Insulation



RAHR MALTING



Furniture Medic



Office Janitorial - 1 Year Contract



Clark Family A Tek Developments Inc. Courtesy of Kim Helfrich, Trish Verveda, C. Peterson



We are currently seeking someone to fill a 1 year contract for Office Janitorial duties at Rahr Malting Canada Ltd. The Office Janitorial duties include cleaning the offices and barley lab. Approximately 15 hours/week. You are welcome to come to the office and find out more details about the contract before bidding. The contract will begin April 1, 2008 and run until March 31, 2009. Please submit your bid to: Rahr Malting Canada Ltd. Attn: Jeannette Harrison P.O. Box 113 Alix, Alberta T0C 0B0 Fax: (403)747-2660 [email protected]



Healthy Alberta Exercise for Girls and Women We all know physical activity is good for us. Girls and women have special issues that physical activity may help. These issues can include osteoporosis, body image concerns, eating disorders and estrogenrelated cancers. Women and girls who are active are healthier and feel better about themselves. Girls are less likely to smoke and have unwanted pregnancies. Women show lower levels of depression, loneliness and stress. Brings a whole new meaning to the term "girl power," doesn't it? Getting the Most out of Winter We're now into the best part of winter. The sun is giving off heat again, and we're much closer to spring than we were back in September! Because winter now has less bite, this time of year can be the best for outdoor activities such as tobogganing. But remember to be safe! Children should wear helmets (and their scarves should be tucked in) so they can't get caught on anything. Check the hill for obstacles, and make sure that there are separate lanes for going down and walking up.
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4928 - 50th St. 403-747-3233 Box 69 Alix, AB T0C 0B0 [email protected] http://alixpublic.prl.ab.ca READ with the ALIXGATOR



Librarian: Beth Richardson



SuperNet and High Speed Internet We have three public access computers which can be used free of charge. LIBRARY CARD $5 - individual and $10 family. You can use your library card at virtually every public library in the province. The Lois Hole Library Legacy Program - Grow Your Library - You can help make a difference by making a legacy donation to the library. Contact the library for more info. REMINDER Anyone with a library card from Alix Public Library who resides outside of Alix corporate limits, within the County of Lacombe, is asked to please supply the library with your legal land description. Thank you for your cooperation.



LIBRARY HOURS TUES: 9:30 - 4:30 pm WED: 3:00 - 5:00 pm 7:00 - 9:00 pm THURS: 10:30 - 4:30 pm SAT: 10:00 – 2:00 pm



Free Library Card Monthly Draw Congratulations to - February’s Winner: Mary Flexhaug. Next draw will be Mar. 27. Come into the library and enter your name! Sponsored by the Village of Alix Lois Hole Grant.



The next When In Supper will be held March 15 at 6:30 pm with a potluck supper and everyone is welcome. Reading Program Wednesdays 3:30 - 4:30, starting March 12



Board Members Wanted - We are looking for individuals interested in sitting on the Library Board. BOOK SALE We are having an ongoing BIG BOOK SALE all year. ONLINE CATALOG http://alixpublic.prl.ab.ca



9:30 a.m.



Select Catalog. To request titles or to check your library account, you need your 14-digit barcode from your library card and a PIN (last 4 digits of your phone number). WHAT’S NEW To keep up to date and find out what’s new at the library, go to http://alixpublic.prl.ab.ca and click on “What’s New.” Updated every Tuesday with the latest news. New Books We have some new fiction and non-fiction books on display, as well as some new DVDs, so come check them out.



By (Peeping) Thomasina Oh have I a tale to share with you all with untold glee! I swear that what I am about to impart is 100% factual. With my very own precious optical organs, I gazed at Our Lady of Literature and Information as she was escorted by a member of the local law enforcement organization to the paddy wagon. It appeared to me, that the Helpful Handyman arrived shortly thereafter the situating of Our Lady in the motorize conveyance with the purpose of rescuing the poor damsel. However, after an exchange of words, he continued off, leaving Our Lady to her fate. I don’t know if she batted her eyelashes, flashed her pearly whites or simpered prettily for it was not long before she was walking back into her abode, none the worse for her adventure. Now I know for a fact that there were pedestrians around witnessing this event so if any of them would come forward and share what they know, I would be most appreciative.



ALIX HOME HARDWARE New Annual Catalogues Have Arrived! Pick yours up today and check out the new products. In-Store Shopping, Mail, Phone or Fax Ph. 747-2584 Fax 747-2490 Order Tuesdays and Receive goods Thursdays



Need to Paint? See our … Colours for Living Our Beauti-Tone and Designer Series Paint has ceramic micropheres for a more durable and washable coating.



Decorating to Renovating TUES. 3:30 P.M. KIDS’ CLUB



The View From My Window



Help is Close to HOME



Now Open For Info and rates call Jody Derocher Susan Bouchard 403-357-4915 403-352-8594



Ray Bouchard 403-352-9290



SUTTON LANDMARK REAL ESTATE Wayne Sommers



403-347-0751



RESIDENTAL



ALIX: 1 block of 8 lots $199,000. ALIX: 6.5 acres services and house $229,500. ALIX: 14 acres new subdivision along flowing creek just south of Alix. $229,500. BASHAW: 2 acres 1 mile from town with 2bedroom mobile and shop. $170,000 BUFFALO LAKE/MEETING CREEK: 6.2 acres with services $229,500. MEETING CREEK: Bi-level on 60 ft. lot, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths. $252,900. COMMERCIAL



ALIX: Commercial building best buy on 2 corner 50 ft. lots, complete with 2 bath and double attached garage. $195,000.
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VILLAGE OF ALIX COUNCIL MINUTES



Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Village of Alix Council, held on Wednesday, February 20, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. in the Village of Alix Council Chambers. Present:



Mayor Curt Peterson, Councillors Jason Helfrich, Cathy Perry and Gordon Christensen.



Absent:



Deputy Mayor Jim vonHollen



Call to Order:



Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.



Amendments /Deletions to Agenda:



Mayor Peterson called for amendments to the agenda. Add:



#13. In Camera – Personnel



CARRIED



e) Main Street Medical Resolution #058/08:



Moved by Councillor Perry that the Village of Alix Council approve the signing of the lease agreement between the Village of Alix and Main Street Medical Services. CARRIED



Committee Reports:



None



Correspondence:



There was none.



Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: a) Alix Lake Recreation Area Campground Shelter



Approval of Agenda: Resolution #049/08:



Moved by Councillor Helfrich that the agenda be accepted as amended. CARRIED



Delegation:



None



Financial:



a) Accounts Payable – February 15, 2008



Resolution #050/08:



Moved by Councillor Christensen that the Accounts Payable for February 15, 2008, cheques numbered 2008076 to 2008118 in the amount of $31,853.89 be accepted as information. CARRIED



Minutes:



a) Regular Meeting – February 6, 2008



Resolution #051/08:



Moved by Councillor Perry that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Village of Alix Council, held on Wednesday, February 6, 2008 be accepted as presented. CARRIED



Resolution #059/08:



Moved by Councillor Perry that the Village of Alix Council authorize the demolition of the camp shelter due to the damage done by fire and direct the Administration to investigate the design and costs of a replacement facility and that the reason for the demolition be included on the reverse side of the February Utility bills. CARRIED



Resolution #060/08:



Moved by Councillor Helfrich that the Village of Alix Council accept the Chief Administrative Officer’s Report as presented. CARRIED



Resolution #061/08:



Moved by Councillor Christensen that the Village of Alix Council move “in camera” at 7:55 P.M. to discuss personnel issues. CARRIED



Resolution #062/08:



Moved by Councillor Perry that the Village of Alix Council move “out of camera” at 8:15 P.M. CARRIED



Adjournment:



Business Arising From the Minutes:



None



Unfinished Business:



a) Economic Development Request



Resolution #052/08:



Moved by Councillor Helfrich that the Village of Alix Council forward a letter to the Economic Development Board requesting they advise Council of the amount of funds required for their project by March 31, 2008 CARRIED



Resolution #063/08:



New Business:



a) Letter of Request – Tax Penalty



Resolution #053/08:



Moved by Councillor Christensen that the Village of Alix Council table this item until more information is received. CARRIED b) Letter of Request – Utility Penalty



Resolution #054/08:



Moved by Councillor Christensen that the Village of Alix Council send a letter explaining the process necessary to obtain a contract between financial institutions and the Village of Alix for on-line banking services. CARRIED c) Concern – Sea Cans on Main Street



Resolution #055/08:



Moved by Councillor Christensen that the Village of Alix Council table item 9. New Business (c) Concern – Sea Cans on Main Street until the next regular meeting of Council to be held on Wednesday, March 19, 2008. CARRIED



Resolution #056/08:



Moved by Councillor Helfrich that a letter be sent to JSR Storage & Holdings advising them to refrain from installing the additional storage units until such time as Council has had the opportunity to receive further advice on the concerns expressed from various citizens. CARRIED d) Amendment to Bylaw #352/06 – Schedule A – Bulk Water Rate



Resolution #057/08:



Moved by Councillor Helfrich that the Village of Alix Council amend Schedule “A” of the Utility Bylaw, Bulk Water from $5.00 per cubic meter to $4.00 per cubic meter.



Moved by Councillor Christensen that this regular meeting of the Village of Alix Council be adjourned at 8:17 P.M. CARRIED _________________________ ___________________________ Mayor Chief Administrative Officer



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE OF ALIX



Public Works Department Maintenance Worker The Village of Alix is now accepting applications for the position of Maintenance Worker Closing date for applications is noon March 28, 2008 Position to commence April 15, 2008 A full job description is available by contacting the Village of Alix Municipal Office. All interested persons are asked to submit a resume with a cover letter stating their expected wage to: Via mail: Via fax: Via email: Drop Off:



Village of Alix Box 87, Alix, AB T0C 0B0 403 747-3663 [email protected] 4849 50th Street Alix, Alberta



Spring Book Fair at Alix –MAC Tuesday, March 11 and Wednesday, November 12 Alix-MAC School Library, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm Books are great for Easter Baskets, birthdays or any special occasion!! There are books for all ages and everyone is welcome!
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Wolf Creek Public Schools Receives Minister’s Education Leadership Recognition Award The Board of Trustees of Wolf Creek Public Schools is proud to receive a Minister’s Education Leadership Recognition Award (M.E.L.R.A.) for the 2006-2007 school year. The Minister’s Education Leadership Recognition Awards celebrate significant improvement and/or very high achievement at the district or jurisdiction level.~ These awards recognize those school board leaders who make a difference in our classrooms every day. M.E.L.R.A. was introduced this year by the Honourable Ron Liepert, Minister of Education and is based on data collected within 11 different measurement areas for all publicly funded school boards in Alberta. Wolf Creek Public Schools was awarded a M.E.L.R.A in the area of Practical Arts for its Career Centre Initiative. The Wolf Creek Public Schools Career Centre Initiative is a three-year fully-funded Central Office AISI (Alberta Initiative for School Improvement) project involving the six high schools in the division. The purpose of the initiative is to create Career Centres in each school run by a teacher called a Career Consultant. Students can go to the Career Centre and get help with educational and career planning. Students are encouraged through exploration to learn more about their skills, aptitudes and interests to help them with high school course selections, career planning, post secondary information and scholarships. This process is done to facilitate students making informed decisions that will allow them to transition from high school into the world of work or on to a post secondary education program. This initiative also promotes the completion of the CTR 1010 Job Preparation module and CTR 1210 Personal Safety module in conjunction with the promotion of seven off-campus career exploration programs offered to all Wolf Creek students. Wolf Creek Public Schools is committed to creating success for all learners and so it is great to be recognized by the Minister of Education for our efforts,” said Board Chair Bob Huff. “The Career Centre Initiative was made possible by the many dedicated staff who truly believe that career planning is an essential component of a student's schooling.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL ALMANAC By Bud Bargholz Alix Weather - February 2008 The high temperature for February was +12 on the 21st. The low temperature was –30.5 on the 1st. Precipitation was pretty light with a total of 13.8 cm or 5.5 inches. We had 5 inches on the 11th and 12th. Last year, we had 41.6 cm in February. The one good thing we had here was the much warmer temperatures we have enjoyed compared to eastern Alberta and especially north eastern Alberta. Weather Oddities According to the Shanghi-based Xinmin Evening News, a 9 year old Chinese girl was playing on the front porch of her house near Shanghai on July 20, 1992 when a tornado picked her up and carried her away. She was found, unhurt, hanging in a tree 3 km from her house. —————— As John Murphy hurried along a street in downtown Toronto during a severe storm late in March 1954, he was struck in the face by a fish. He insists the fish fell out of the sky. Then he said it swam away in a flooded gutter.



Central Alberta Economic Partnership Ltd. (CAEP) is pleased to host a Welcoming Communities Forum on Friday, March 14, 2008 at the Innisfail Golf Club. The one day event will showcase the Town of Innisfail’s efforts and successes during 2007 in becoming a Welcoming Community. “We are extremely proud of the work Innisfail has done to assist the transition of their foreign workers” noted Mayor Dale Barr, CAEP Chair. Dr. Valerie Pruegger will be the keynote speaker addressing the importance of immigration and integration as well as government policy. A panel consisting of the government, industry, and a foreign worker who immigrated from the Philippines in 2006 and has recently moved his young family to Innisfail. The Forum is intended for municipal and government officials, educators, economic development officers, social planners, business leaders and any other settlement service providers. Pat Bidart, Associate VP of Academic at Olds College, headed up the Pilot Project in Innisfail along with Scott Boyd, Executive Officer at Canadian Home Builders’ Association and Chair of CAEP’s Welcoming Communities Steering Committee. Registration is required by March 10, 2008, for information and to register go to Training and Events at www.centralalberta.ab.ca.



L-R: Trustee Donna Peterson, Board Chair Bob Huff and Superintendent of School Larry Jacobs with the Minister’s Education Leadership Recognition Award for Wolf Creek Public Schools. Alix, Mirror, Tees, Clive, Haynes, Bashaw
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EVENTS IN TEES
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Haynes Happenings



The Tees Fiddlers Jamboree will be held on Saturday, March 8, 2008 beginning at 7:30 pm at the Tees Hall. Please join us for an evening of musical entertainment. Snacks and dance to follow. Contact Vicky Peterson at 403-788-2196 for more information or to participate.



Hall Rentals - Brenda Brayford 784-3474.



1st Parlby Creek Scouts meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Tees Hall. 1st Parlby Creek Contacts Beavers: Lisa Sharp at 885-0113 Cubs: Benjie Gray at 784-3199 Scouts: David Ross at 885-4340 Group: Carla Kenney at 784-3055



By Cecilia Stirling and Marie Payne



Tees 50+ meet Tuesday afternoons at 1:30 pm at the Tees Hall. Tees Agricultural meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month at 8 pm at the Tees Hall. To Rent the Tees Hall call Gerry at 403-755-9990.



Sargent District Events Greetings from Sargent District! Our recent card party was received very well, and we really, really enjoyed the snacks the men brought. Thanks, guys! You did good, and we, the ladies were very impressed! Congrats to the winners, and thanks to Adele for organizing the event! Remember to MARK YOUR CALENDARS for our next event coming up on FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2008, A TRAVELLER'S PARTY, starts at 7:30 p.m. at the hall. Some of our district residents have been doing some globe trotting and we have asked them to share their experiences that evening with their choice of presentation. "I've been everywhere, Man!" So plan to join us. I think you will find the evening very enjoyable, and educational! Bring snacks! Weather permitting, April 19 is our planned work bee at the hall. Starts at 10 a.m., lunch provided. (Bring lots of water)



ALIX COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS Alix Chamber of Commerce Ron McIntosh 747-3748 Alix Fire Department Jim vonHollen Alix MAC School Rod Phillips 747-2778 Alix Public Library Beth Richardson 747-3233 Citizens on Patrol Steven Duffin Community Services Board Glenna Carlson 747-2030 Alix Food Bank Eve Keates 747-3119 Alix Preschool Jill Hillman 747-2099 Alix Agricultural Society Wanda McKendrick 788-2274 Parelli Natural Horsemanship Group Wanda McKendrick 788-2274 Alix Curling Club Candace Wilton 747-3812 Alix Figure Skating Club Simone Kil 747-3911 Alix Lions Club Mary Flexhaug 747-3167 Community in Bloom Karen Nowlin 747-2800 Alix Minor Hockey Jason Helfrich 747-3932 Terry Fehr 747-3702 Alix Neighbourhood Network Laurel Brown 747-3522



The Sargent Ladies' next meeting is April 2 at 2:00. Our Mother's Day Tea and Raffle will be May 7, 2008 at 2 p.m. Bake table, door prizes! Ladies, please plan to attend, and the raffle tickets are now available, too. Phone Marie 784-3444 if you would like some, Otherwise, we will be out selling them. Our first prize again this year, is dinner theatre tickets and hotel room for 2 at the Black Knight Inn in Red Deer! Your continued support for these fundraisers are Alix Youth Centre greatly appreciated. Our proceeds are used 747-3522 towards annual donations to charities and ANTS (Alix Nature Trail Society) schools in the surrounding area. Our other Arlene Nelson 747-2466 hall fundraisers go to the maintenance (fuel & Carroll Club power, etc.) of the hall. We think everyone Lillian Fair 747-2974 benefits, one way or another, so thanks again!! Haunted Lakes Golf Club Russ Slattery 747-2652 Call Cecelia or Marie with your news, or Alix Trophy Club planned events, 784-2170/784-3444 Randy Barclay Haunted Lakes Pony Club Carina Forsstrom 747-3013 Time for Tots Ramona Gartner 747-2154 1st Parlby Creek Scouts Beavers: Lisa Sharp 885-0113 Cubs: Benjie Gray 784-3199 Scouts: David Ross 885-4340 Group: Carla Kenney 784-3055 1st Parlby is the only Scout Group for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts in the Clive, Tees, Alix and Mirror area. Alix Girl Guide Groups Gale Richardson 788-3835 Marie Payne 784-3444 Ripley Community Hall Connie Barritt 747-2217 Stanton Community Hall Diane Gessleman 747-2363 Women’s Institute Irene Guynup 747-2794 United Church Women Jean McDermand 747-2352 If any other groups or organizations in Alix would like to be added to this list, please contact Glenna at 747-2030 or Beth at 352-3837. Alix, Mirror, Mirror, Tees, Tees, Clive, Clive, Haynes, Haynes, Bashaw Bashaw Alix,
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VILLAGE OF CLIVE COUNCIL MINUTES



Clive Community Focus Submitted by Louise Bell People wishing to enter the Mixed Bonspiel from March 10 - 16th, please contact George Payne 784-3654. Clive Figure Skating Club carnival will be Saturday, March 15 at 2:00 pm. Hope you can join us at the arena. For more information call Kim 784-2219. Little Red Hen Playschool is hosting a comedy production at Clive Community Hall on March 22, called “A Bad Year for Tomatoes” by John Patrick. Tickets are available from Charlene 784-2550 or Laurel 784-4448. Cocktails: 5:30, Supper: 6:30, Performance: 8:00 pm. The Clive Ag Society was pleased to see a very good crowd out to enjoy Family Day at the arena. Thanks to all the volunteers and the community for your help and participation. Due to many unforeseen obstacles these past few months, it saddens us to announce that we have officially cancelled this year’s bullriding event, which was supposed to be held April 4. We extend our most sincere thank you to all who have been huge supporters and volunteers in the past. Your support has been outstanding. Thank you so very much.



The Clive Economic Development held their first Antique Show and Sale in 2007, raising $780 towards the Community Van Fund. This year the sale will be held March 29 & 30 in the Community Hall. The importance of this sale is to bring Clive to the attention of the public and to promote the village. Revitalization Association is running a cookie dough campaign. Your purchase of cookie dough will help the community in a variety of ways. Thank you for your support. Ben Crane in concert Saturday, March 8 at 7:00 pm at Clive Baptist Church. Bring the whole family out for an evening of fun. Suggested donation $10/adult, under 12 Free. Parent Link program Tuesday mornings 9:30 - 11:30 at Clive Baptist Church. For more information contact Dianna Souveny 704-0145. If you are interested in being a part of Clive Soccer (coach, referee, board member) please call Hanne 784-2262. The Clive Lions Club is looking for new members! If you have an interest in your community and enjoy the fellowship of membership, please join us now! Call Dave at 341-0134 or Vic 318-7363. Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. The Community Spirit Van Committee is looking for volunteer drivers who would be willing to organize outings and weekly trips to Lacombe and Red Deer. Call Dave 403-505-5413 if you can help. The Historical Foundation is selling a variety of pictures of the Village of Clive. Contact the Village Office or Louise at 784-3414.
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Clive is Alive Clive Fire Dept. is looking for new members. If you would like to develop skills in this field, call the village office. Greyhound Agency is available at Clive Village Foods to meet your freight and travel needs. Clive Seniors Circle Join them on Monday afternoons at 1:30 pm for friendship, floor curling, shuffle board, pool, cards or carpet bowling. All activities are at the Meeting Room. Contact Albert Wagner for more information at 782-2409. Lutheran Church services will be held at 10 am. Regular Sunday School and Youth Group at 10 am. For further information contact Bonnie Marcil at 784-3489. May 1st services will revert to 9 am. Clive Christian Fellowship for Sunday School times and information contact Pastor Rowland at 784-3141. Clive Baptist Church Kids’ worship (age 5 to gr. 6) at 10 am. Sunday School (Jr., Sr. high and adult) 10 am. Regular worship service at 11 am. Children’s Church (ages 2 - gr. 2) at 11 am. Youth - Friday nights at 7:00 pm. ____________________________



Clive School Principal: Corrine Thorstainson Mar. 7 Mar. 10 Mar. 11 & 13 Mar. 20 Mar. 21 Mar. 24-28 Mar. 31 April 8 April 18 April 21 April 25



784-3354



No school - PD/Staff meeting day Gr. 1 - 3 Interim Report Cards Gr. K - 9 Parent Teacher Interviews/Case Conferences No school - In Lieu Of Day No school - Good Friday Spring Break Students back to school. Parent Council meeting No school - PD/Staff meeting day Absolute Presentation Kindergarten attends.



Parent Teacher Interviews - Grades 1 - 9 Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday, March 11 and Thursday, March 13. Parents of all students in grades 1 - 6 will be scheduled to see the classroom teacher for an individual parent-teacher interview. For parents of students in grades 7 - 9, interviews will be held in the gym. Please see the Junior High teacher on the night you are scheduled for elementary. If you only have a student(s) in junior high, please attend at these times: Last name beginning with: A - M Tuesday N - Z Thursday. Kindergarten Student Led Interviews Our interviews will take place between 4:00 and 6:30 on Thursday, March 13. Students are to accompany you to the interview and they will have the opportunity to show you what skills they have been working on for the last term. If you would like to discuss in more detail your child’s progress, report card or of you have other concerns that need to be addressed, please arrange an alternate date and time to meet. Kindergarten presents An Evening For Dads! We are going to have an evening get together on March 18 at 7:00. More information will be sent home soon. ATTENDANCE The school will be calling home for students who are absent if we have not been given notice by parents. We ask parents to please call the school or send a note to indicate if their student will be absent. Messages can be left on the answering machine.
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VILLAGE OF CLIVE Clive Village Office 784-3366 Mayor: Anita Gillard Deputy Mayor: Luci Henry Councilors: Pete Steringa, Dave LesStrange and Shelly Gray Website: www.clive.ca Council meetings are the 2nd & 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Town Office. Community Sign on Hwy 12 to have an event put up call 784-3414 Clive and District Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Outreach worker - Dianna Souveny 704-0145. Neighborhood Revitalization Association (NRA). If you have any questions, or need information on this association, please call Louise at 784-3414. Clive Public Library Sandra Ward 784-3131 (Located below Village Office) Tuesday 9 - noon, 5:30 - 8:30 pm Wednesday 2:00 - 5:00 pm Story Time - Wednesday afternoons from 2 - 2:30 pm at the Library. For children 3 - 5 years old. There is no charge. Thrift Store Tuesday afternoons Neighbourhood Place Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 4:00 pm. Call 784-3171. Clive Community Spirit Van To book call Dave LaStrange at Valley City New & Used 505-5413 Block Parents contact Tara Breitkreuz 784-2452 for more details. Clive Ag Society meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month in the Referee Room at the Clive Arena. Denise Unwin 784-2270. Clive Senior Circle Contact Albert Wagner 782-2409 Meet Mon. at 1:30 pm Clive Lions Club meets 2nd and 4th Wed. of the month, 7:30 at Clive Community Hall. Clive Legion meet 1st Thurs. of the month at 8:00 pm. Clive Multi 4-H Laura van Dijk 784-2205 Clive Hall Bev Krochak 784-3964 Clive Meeting Room Anita Gillard - 784-3987 Fire Department Monte Zaytsoff 784-3997 Clive Historical Society Louise Bell 784-3414 Chatelaine Club (Westling) meets 3rd Tues. @ 7:30, Westling Hall, Becky Wagner 784-2823 1st Parlby Creek Scouts meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at the Tees Hall. 1st Parlby Creek Contacts Beavers: Lisa Sharp at 885-0113 Cubs: Benjie Gray at 784-3199 Scouts: David Ross at 885-4340 Group: Carla Kenney at 784-3055 Clive Baptist Church Ron Orr 784-3252
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Friday, March 7, 2008 of Mirror School, Mirror Ladies Auxiliary, Old MacDonald’s Resort and The Hickling Ladies Club. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts – we could not offer this valuable experience for our preschool children without your support! A Mom and Daughter Scrapbook afternoon was held on Sunday, February 24. Eighteen moms and daughters spent the afternoon scrapbooking, visiting and having fun. Scrapbook fun will continue with six weeks of after-school classes for girls in grades seven and eight, beginning on March 4, and an after school class for grade 5/6 girls to commence later in the spring. The Winner’s Circle Student of the Month for January is Dradon Krossa. Dradon won the award for the character quality of Wisdom. Dradon is a helpful, kind and hardworking grade two student . Winner’s Circle Student of the Month for February is Levi Hayward. Levi won the award for the character quality of Caring. Levi is a caring, considerate grade four student who shows concern for the well-being of his classmates and family. Congratulations Dradon and Levi! On January 21, People Savers, a Red Cross first aid program designed for school aged children was presented to all students in grades one through eight. People Savers, a basic first aid and safety awareness program, was sponsored by The Liaison Program and Lacombe Ambulance.



Lacombe Ambulance personnel delivering the People Savers First Aid to Mirror students on January 21



Mirror School Liaison News



Coming Events Curling is offered for students in grade four and older by the Mirror Curling Club on Thursday evenings. If you are interested, please call Chris Jenson at 788-2474.



by Connie Brooks, Liaison Worker



An After school scrapbook group for girls in grades 7 & 8 begins Tuesday, March 4.



Spring is on its way, and with it all the excitement and promise of warmer weather and outdoor pursuits. Mirror school has been a busy place, with room for some fun mixed in with academics.



A weekly after school scrapbook group for girls in grades 5 & 6 is coming soon. Watch for more information.



Girls in grades one through six enjoyed Hawaii Days parties in February, with tropical food, crafts, music and prizes. Beach boys, Hawaiian Pizza and hula hoop contests were the order of the day for our Mirror Wahinis! Boys in grades one through six will be welcoming spring with Boy Power parties. Grades one and two will be enjoying pizza, games, prizes and decorating bug boxes on March 3, while boys in grades three through six will be building bug boxes, playing games in the gym and enjoying food and prizes on March 10. Go Grrrls, a weekly discussion group for girls in grades seven and eight continues. We are completing the final unit, and are planning an overnight field trip to Red Deer in March. Parent and Tot Playgroup participants are enjoying our large new space, located in the Industrial Arts Building! We are experiencing a local ‘baby boom,’ and our playgroup has grown to twenty children and their parents. We continue to meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am. Parent Link sponsors Playgroup and there is no cost to participants. All parents with preschoolers are welcome to attend. We are looking forward to a field trip to swim and have lunch in Stettler on March 18. A parent and tot art class series was offered at the school in January and February. Art teacher Deanna Swanson facilitated this exciting and creative class. The Fun for Fours preschool has an enrollment of ten children for the spring term. Fun for Fours takes place every Monday and Thursday afternoon, and is facilitated by teacher, Tami Robinson. If you have a child who will be four years old by March 1, 2009, register him or her now for the 2008 winter term. We gratefully acknowledge the recent community support received from The Royal Canadian Legion, Friends



Paige, Jaida and Kaitlynn celebrating Hawaii Days



Every man should by King of his own castle. If he is King, that makes his wife Queen, his children are Prince and Princess (kings and queens in training), and must be treated as such or he is no King.
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Mirror Community Sat., Mar. 15 St. Patrick’s Day Tea and Bake Sale at Mirror United Church at 2:00 p.m. Robin King will provide musical entertainment. Everyone welcome. Mon., Mar. 17 Friends of the Mirror Library Society St. Patrick’s Day Stew Supper at Mirror Community Hall from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Cost $8. Everyone welcome. Fri., Mar. 21 Good Friday Service & Brunch at Mirror United Church at 10:30 a.m. Everyone welcome. Sat., April 5 Friends of the Mirror Library Society Spring Flea Market at Mirror Community Hall from 10:00 - 2:00 p.m. Lunch available. Call Gale 788-3835 to book tables. _______________________ Old Tyme Dance at the Mirror Community Hall 4th Saturday of the month. Door and Cash Bar open at 7 pm. Dancing 8 - midnight, lunch to follow. $10/person (includes lunch). Everyone welcome. For more information call Jean 788-3787 or Bev at 788-2119. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) meets every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the Mirror Curling Club. For more info call Sandy at 788-3026. School Parent Council meetings 1st Monday of the month at 7:00 pm at the school. No meeting in Dec. and June. _______________ Jolly Seniors Contact: Dean Ludtke 788-2899 Coffee is on every weekday morning at the Friendly Inn Suppers - 2nd Wednesdays of each month @ 5:30 p.m. at the Friendly Inn. Floor Curling held Thursdays at 1:00 pm at the Community Hall. Pancake Breakfast - 2nd Sunday of the month. 9 - 1:00 p.m. @ the Jolly Seniors. Birthdays celebrated the 2nd Wednesday of each month. ________________ Mirror Alliance Church Sunday School 10 11 am. Morning worship 11 - noon. Phone: 788-2204. Mini Youth Group Friday Nights at the Alliance Church at 7:00 pm. Ages 4 to grade 6 welcome. Mirror United Church Sunday services at 9:30 am with Sunday School available for



children of all ages. For information call Gale at 788-3835. We extend a warm welcome to anyone who may be looking for a church home. There is a time for coffee & fellowship after service. Mirror United Church requires an organist, or any musical instrument, for the 9:30 Sunday morning service. Anyone interested? Mirror Seventh - Day Adventist Church (corner of 52 St & 51 Ave, north) Saturday Sabbath times: Sabbath School 9:45 am - 11 am. Church 11:15 - 12:15. Cliff Buelow 7882296. Pastor Morris 747-3971. ______________________ Mirror Guiding groups invite all girls ages 5 and up to join our groups for adventure, challenge, friendship and fun. If you are interested in being a part of this organization, please call Gale 788-3835. We are presently meeting Mondays after school. Chocolate Mint cookies available. To order please call Gale. 1st Parlby Creek Scouts meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Tees Hall. 1st Parlby Creek Contacts Beavers: Lisa Sharp at 885-0113 Cubs: Benjie Gray at 784-3199 Scouts: David Ross at 885-4340 Group: Carla Kenney at 784-3055 ________________ Rec. Society and Community Hall Meetings held 1st Tuesday of the month. Contact Fern Decaire 788-2451. Museum Society contact is Don Wilson 7883836 or Roger Laforce 788-3094. Meetings are the 1st Mon. of the month at 7:30 pm. Mirror & District Skating Rink Committee meets 1st Monday of each month at 7:30 pm. Mirror Volunteer Fire Department meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month. ________________________ Friends of the Mirror Library Society Library hours: Tues 9:30-12:30 Wed 7:00-9:00 pm Thurs 1:00-5:00 pm Librarian: Heather Beamish 788-3044 Board Chair: Gale Richardson 788-3835 We welcome new board members. If you have an interest in the Library, please call. Meetings are usually the second Monday of the month. We have a large selection of “slightly used” books for sale. Come in and fill a bag for $2. ______________ Mirror Legion Br. 189 Meat Draws - every Saturday at 4 pm. Executive meetings - 1st Monday of the month at 7:30 pm Regular meetings - 2nd Monday of the month at 7:30 pm. Darts - Tuesday evenings.
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Attention: Residents of Mirror Alix-Mirror Neighbourhood Network Society is currently looking for representatives from your community to sit on the board. If you are interested, or want more information, please call Debbie-Lou Sovensen at 3481496. Thank you.



RAILWAY LIQUOR STORE Hours: Monday - Saturday Noon - 8 pm Sunday Noon - 6 pm



5207 - 50 Ave. Mirror 788-3747



News from the Friends of the Mirror Library Society By Gale Richardson The Legion is open on Thursday and Friday 5 pm, and Saturday 2 pm. Parties will be held Military Whist Card once a month________________ on March 28 and April 18 in the United Church Hall at 7:00 pm. Plan to StationAfternoon Hours come and Transfer bring a friend! Whist card party at 1:30 pm Wednesday, April 2. Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10 - 6 pm Everyone welcome. Stew Supper will be held on Monday, March 17 at the Mirror Community Hall. Serving 5:00 - 6:30 pm. Cost $8. Everyone welcome. Spring Flea Market on Saturday, April 5 at Mirror Community Hall from 10:00 - 2:00 pm. Lunch available. To book tables call Gale 788-3835. Thank you to four individuals for their generous donation of a TV, VCR/DVD player, scanner and coloured printer to the library. These will enable us to expand our programming and services to the public.



Where would you be? A teenage boy had searched for a job long and hard and was devastated to be turned down for a position working the counter at a fast food restaurant. The reason, explained the manager, was the boy's illiteracy. Undaunted, he began doing people's yard work, then learned the basics of routine landscaping and ultimately acquired a local reputation as a knowledgeable, professional landscaper. He opened his own shrub nursery, which lead to a chain of nurseries. By age 35 he was the town's wealthiest citizen and remained illiterate. "Just imagine where you might be," his wife mused one day, "if you could read and write." - Author Unknown
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BLAINE CALKINS M.P., WETASKIWIN



mind to Canadians and their families by providing funds for emergencies or major purchases. The bottom line is that savings promote investment, jobs and economic growth.



Calkins Attends NATO Parliamentary Meeting



Detailed information on the Budget is available on the Finance Canada web site www.fin.gc.ca or by phoning 1-800-O-Canada (1-800-6226232). Tackling Violent Crime Act is Finally Law



Blaine Calkins, MP for Wetaskiwin attended the NATO Parliamentary Association meetings in Brussels from February 17 to 19, 2008. Calkins participated in the Defence and Security Committee sessions that included a visit to the Joint Force Command in Brunssum, the Netherlands. “It gave me an opportunity to discuss Canada’s future role in Afghanistan with our key Allies and to press the need for NATO countries to contribute their fair share of troops to Southern Afghanistan,” said the Wetaskiwin MP. Canadian troops are serving bravely and sacrificing much so that the Afghan people can have a better future. “I believe Canada should continue to play a leading role in Afghanistan and I was pleased to have had an opportunity to promote Canada’s position at this international conference,” said Calkins. Saving for a Rainy Day On February 26th, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty delivered our Government’s third balanced budget in a row. Budget 2008 is balanced, focused and prudent. It builds on our long-term economic plan Advantage Canada and prepares Canada and Canadians for the challenges ahead. We’ve all heard about and many have felt the effect of the downturn in the United States economy. The U.S. is our biggest trading partner and if they pull back or order less of our products and services, the impact will be felt here. That is why this budget is truly conservative. It is focused on strengthening the foundation on which our economy is built. We are reducing the debt and giving Canadians a means to save for the future. The new Tax Free Savings Account is the first of its kind in Canadian History. It will provide all Canadians with a powerful incentive to save for everything from a first car, a home renovation or a family vacation. It is like an RRSP for everything else in your life. • •



•



•



•



•
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This is how the Tax Free Savings Account (TFSA) works: Beginning in 2009, Canadians over the age of 18 will be permitted to deposit up to $5000 each year. Annual contributions will be made from after tax income. All TFSA investment income, including capital gains, will grow tax free and remain tax free when it is withdrawn. Any unused contribution room will be carried forward to future years. Furthermore, if a withdrawal is made the amount will be added to the contribution room of the following year. This will give individuals who access funds from their tax free savings account the ability to re-contribute an equivalent amount in the future without being penalized for the withdrawal. Within the tax free savings plan Canadians will be generally permitted to hold the same investments as a Registered Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP.) No amount earned in or withdrawn from a Tax Free Savings Account will be taken into account in determining eligibility for federal income tested benefits such as the Canada Child Tax Benefit and the GST Tax Credit.



How does the TFSA compare to the RRSP? Contributions to an RRSP are deductible and reduce your income for tax purposes. In contrast, your Tax Free Savings Account savings will not be deductible. • Withdrawals from an RRSP are added to your income and taxed at current rates. Your Tax Free Savings Plan withdrawals, and growth within the plan, will not be taxed. This money will be tax free. •



The accumulation of personal savings will bring security and peace of



Blaine Calkins, MP for Wetaskiwin, welcomed the final passage and Royal Assent of the Tackling Violent Crime Act which will help safeguard Canadians against those who commit serious and violent crimes. Our Government promised to tackle crime and strengthen the security of Canadians in the Speech from the Throne. The Tackling Violent Crime bill was such an important part of our plan that it was made a confidence matter. “Now after two years of long delays and obstruction by the Liberals in the House of Commons and Senate, families and communities across Canada can feel safer, said Calkins. The Tackling Violent Crime Act contains tough new penalties to crack down on gun criminals, repeat violent or sexual offenders, impaired drivers, and sends a message to the world that Canada is not a destination for adults who want to have sex with 14 and 15-year old children. “Canadians can be sure that protecting Canadians is a priority for this Government, not an afterthought,” said the Wetaskiwin MP. Please contact my Constituency office for assistance or for information on federally related matters, postage free at: #6, 4612 - 50th Street, Ponoka, T4J 1S7 tel: (403) 783-5530; toll free: 1-800-665-0865 or visit my web site: www.blainecalkinsmp.ca



LIVER & CHEESE Three handsome male dogs are walking down the street when they see a beautiful, enticing, female Poodle. The three male dogs fall all over themselves in an effort to be the one to reach her first, but end up arriving in front of her at the same time. The males are speechless before her beauty, slobbering on themselves and hoping for just a glance from her in return. Aware of her charms and her obvious effect on the three suitors, she decides to be kind and tells them, "The first one who can use the words 'liver' and 'cheese' together in an imaginative, intelligent sentence can go out with me." The sturdy, muscular black Lab speaks up quickly and says, "I love liver and cheese." "Oh, how childish," said the Poodle. "That shows no imagination or intelligence whatsoever." She turns to the tall, shiny Golden Retriever and says "How well can you do?" "Um. I HATE liver and cheese," blurts the Golden Retriever. "My, my," said the Poodle. "I guess it's hopeless. That's just as dumb as the Lab's sentence." She then turns to the last of the three dogs and says, "How about you, little guy?" The last of the three, tiny in stature but big in fame and finesse, is the Taco Bell Chihuahua . He gives her a smile, a sly wink, turns to the Golden Retriever and the Lab and says...“Liver alone. Cheese mine.” - Author Unknown
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New report details health of DTHR residents The Health Report 2007 provides information on the health of DTHR residents and examines factors that influence health. The findings help identify program and service priorities such as preventing chronic disease by decreasing the incidence of obesity, improving nutrition, increasing physical activity, reducing smoking, and fostering environments that make the healthy choice the easy choice. The findings also highlight the need to prevent injuries, reduce the transmission of sexually transmitted infections and improve immunization rates. Highlights of the Health Report 2007 include: Population • •



• • • • •



•



•



•



•



•



•



•



The number of infants born to DTHR residents increased to 4252 in 2006 from 3821 in 2005. Explanations for this increase include population growth and an increase in the region's fertility rate. DTHR has a higher mortality rate (679 per 100,000) than the province (611 per 100,000). Health Status Lung cancer is the most common cause of cancer death in the region. The DTHR has a higher heart disease mortality rate (169 per 100,000) than the province (152 per 100,000). The incidence and prevalence of diabetes in the DTHR is similar to the province. The DTHR has a higher respiratory disease mortality rate (60 per 100,000) than the province (51.8 per 100,000). The proportion of the DTHR population diagnosed with asthma is similar to the province. The DTHR has a higher rate of injury-related deaths (67 per 100,000) than the provincial average (51.3 per 100,000). The DTHR mortality rate due to motor vehicle collisions and suicide exceed the provincial rate. The incidence of chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis increased in the region from 2003 to 2006. The Environment Air quality monitoring within the DTHR indicates that the levels of hydrogen sulphide, nitrogen dioxide, and sulphur dioxide do not exceed standards set by Alberta Environment. The Parkland Airshed Monitoring Zone and Alberta Environment are developing a groundlevel ozone management plan for Red Deer and Caroline. About one-fifth of the bacteriological water samples from private wells in the region were reported as ‘unsatisfactory’. People using private water supplies are encouraged to have their water supply tested for bacteriological quality twice a year. Social Determinants A strong sense of belonging to a local community is associated with higher levels of self-perceived health and mental-health status. DTHR residents were more likely to report a ‘very strong’ or ‘somewhat strong’ sense of belonging to their local community (69%) than Albertans (63%) and Canadians (62%). To prevent cancer and protect against chronic disease the Alberta Cancer Board recommends about 150 minutes per week of moderate physical activity, at least 5 servings per day of fruit and vegetables, to be a never or ex-smoker, and a body mass index of less than 25. About 12% of Albertans reported following all 4 practices, but only 9% of DTHR residents did. Among current drinkers in the DTHR, twice as many males (31%) as females (15%) consume 5 or more drinks per occasion, 12 or more times per year.
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The DTHR teenage pregnancy rate of 48.7 per 1000 females 15-19 years of age in 2005 was higher than the provincial rate of 37.4. Most of these pregnancies occurred in females 18-19 years of age. Accessibility The DTHR immunization coverage rates in two year olds are below the provincial average. The proportion of residents 65 years of age and older receiving influenza immunization (57%) is below the provincial average (62%). Both the DTHR and Alberta rates have been declining. The proportion of DTHR residents (53%) who report recent contact with a dental professional is lower than the proportion from Alberta and Canada (62%). Generally, DTHR residents indicated that they were more satisfied with the quality of health services received and their access to health services than Alberta residents.



Buckle Up and Save a Life Province-wide Seatbelt Enforcement Campaign Set for March



Alberta RCMP, along with their enforcement partners, and in conjunction with Regional Health Authorities and partners in the Alberta Occupant Restraint Program, are launching the annual spring seatbelt awareness and enforcement campaign. In 2006, in jurisdictions patrolled by the Alberta RCMP, 361 people were killed in motor vehicle collisions. “It is tragic that in 2006, 35 percent of the people killed in motor vehicle collisions in Alberta RCMP jurisdictions were not wearing their seatbelts. Many of these occupants would have survived, and indeed walked away from these collisions if they had been wearing their seatbelts,” says Constable Michael Devloo. Provincial data from 2006 shows that occupants who were using occupant restraints at the time of collision were injured less often (10.3 percent) as compared with occupants who were not using restraints (38.7 percent). Therefore, nonrestraint users were three and half times more likely to be injured as restraint users. Statistics show that 75 percent of people who are ejected from their vehicles die as a result of ejection. During the month of March, RCMP members will be conducting Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) vehicle checks focusing on occupant restraints. Policing agencies across the province will be enforcing seatbelt and child safety seat infractions. If you’re caught not wearing your seatbelt or with an improperly secured child seat, you will be fined. Officers and health professionals will also provide increased awareness to encourage Albertans to buckle up and save a life. The awareness component of the campaign will consist of a series of hard-hitting radio and billboard ads, which use the slogan “What’s holding you back?” The ads will run across the province throughout the month of March to support increased educational and enforcement activities. “We see the tragic results of people not using seatbelts all the time,” says Constable Devloo. “People don’t realize that it takes only a second to buckle up and save a life. Wearing your seatbelt is the most simple and effective thing you can do to reduce your chance of being harmed in a motor vehicle collision.”



Healthy Child Development The DTHR has a greater proportion of pregnant women who report that they smoke (31%), consume alcohol (8%) and use street drugs (3%) during pregnancy than the province. Alix, Mirror, Tees, Clive, Haynes, Bashaw



A14 The Chautauqua



Bashaw Happenings Bashaw Bus Society Shuttle every Tuesday and Thursday morning, 9:00 - noon. Trips to Camrose are offered on the 2nd Monday and the 4th Friday of the month. Call Marianne at 372-3631 for more information. Bashaw Youth Centre open Monday - Friday 1:00 - 9:00 pm. Phone 372-4048. Happy Gang Seniors Centre Crib Thursdays 1:00 pm Shuffle Board & Bingo alternate every Wednesday at 1:30 pm 500 Mondays 1:00 pm Meetings - 1st Tuesday of each month @ 1:30 Meals on Wheels To book call 372-4074. Bethany Lifeline BDSS offers this service to residents of Bashaw and surrounding areas. Women’s Institute meetings 1st Wednesday of the month at 1:30 pm. Contact: Wally Muller 403-372-4037. Fire Department Meeting 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month Royal Purple Meeting 2nd Tuesday at 8 pm Bashaw Elks meet 1st Wednesday of the month at 8 pm at the Bashaw Community Centre. For more info contact Leon Braseth 780-372-4437. Bashaw Historical Society meeting the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Neighborhood Place. Contact Pam at 780 3722031. Bashaw Ag Society meeting the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Ag Grounds. Contact Rob at 780-372-4350 or 780-372-4194 or the Ag office at 780-3723079. TOPS every Tuesday mornings at 10:45 am at the United Church. Contact: Louise Hogg at 372-3776. Bashaw Preschool Reading Program 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at 11:15 am at the Library. Bashaw Library (in the Community Centre) Tues, Wed., Fri. 9:30 - 12:30; 1:30 - 4:30 pm. Tues 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Thurs: 9:30 - 12:30; 1:30 - 5:00 pm. CERTIFIED NATURAL HEALTH CONSULTANTS - For an appointment please call Brenda Ball at CLR Healing Center at 780372-HEAL (4325). Jacki Jenkins, by appointment only call 403-472-8693. Also available Yoga instruction and Reiki Certification (all levels). For Therapeutic & Trigger Point Massage by appointment only call Janet Thomas, RMT at 403-741-4940. Donna Pearson, L.P.N., Certified Basic & Advanced Footcare by appointment only call 780-372-2191.



Friday, March 7, 2008 IONIC CHI DETOX FOOTBATH with added bonus of Colour Therapy - Packages Available, Book your appointment today! St. Peter’s Anglican Church Services 9:00 am 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sunday. 9 am 4th Sunday in Alix. Phone: 403-783-4329. Catholic Church Mass Time Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Bashaw Saturday 7:30 pm Weekday mass: Tuesday 2:30 pm (except the 3rd Tuesday which is 7:00 pm.) Office Hours: Wednesdays 780-372-3645 Ellice Free Methodist Church 14 km west of Bashaw on #605 Services 11:00 am Sundays. Phone: 780-372-2402. Zion Lutheran Church 9:30 am Sunday Service, 10:00 am Sunday School. Office hours Wed. and Fri. 9 a.m. to noon. Phone 3723845 or Contact Pastor Alvin Oberhammer at 372-3794. St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (4 miles N of Bashaw on Hwy 21, 6 miles W on Hwy 53). 11:00 a.m. Sunday Service. Contact Pastor Alvin Oberhammer at 372-3794. United Church 11:00 am Sunday Service with Sunday School. Phone: 780-372-3891 Bashaw Community Church 11:00 am Sunday Service and 11:00 am Sunday School with Pot Blessing Lunch to follow. Bible Study Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm. 5019 48 (Jarvis) Ave. Contact Daniel Friesen 780-3724215.



Children and Parent Skill (CAPS) Enhancement Boxes are available for Free loan. Call 372-4074. Bashaw Well Child Clinics 3rd Tuesday of each month. For appointments, please call Camrose Public Health at 679-2980. Bashaw RCMP Victim Services Contact Constable Lisa Ruddell 780-372-3793. Bashaw Thrift Store Tuesday & Fridays. We are looking for VOLUNTEERS! Please contact Joan at 372-3650. Bashaw Daycare Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6 pm. Contact 372-2053. Bashaw Medical Clinic Physician: Dr. Koen Call 372-3740 for further information and clinic times. Bashaw School has a complete workout/ weight room available for public use. For more info, contact the school at 372-3800. Bashaw Skating Club contact Karen 3722447 for more information.



Legion Bingo Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. Bashaw & District Chamber of Commerce Meetings are the 4th Monday of the month at 7 pm at the Tourist Booth. Contact Orval Hawthorne 780-783-2071.



Wildrose Fitness Centre (Co-Ed Gym) Next to True Value. Office hours: Monday Friday 8:00 - Noon (except holidays). ACCESS CARD SYSTEM active 5:00 a.m. midnight every day. Phone 372-2030.



Majestic Theatre meeting 4th Thursday of the month at 7 pm.



Bashaw Bottle Depot Wed, Thurs, Sat. 9:00 - 4:30 p.m



Town Council Meetings 1st & 3rd Tuesdays The Town of Bashaw has a website that can advertise your upcoming events. The Bashaw & District Food Bank located at Neighbourhood Place. Anyone who is in need of assistance is welcome to access this service. Bashaw Home Support Program Routine housekeeping, meal preparation, laundry. For more information call BDSS at 372-4074. Bashaw Art Club For more information 780372-4341. Neighbourhood Newcomers please Neighbourhood Place at 372-3633.



call www.freewebs.com/g2finsolutions/



Bashaw & District Preschool Classes run every Tuesday and Thursday from 9 - 11 am. For more info/to register your child, please call 372-4074.
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BASHAW PROVINCIAL BLDG.



Friday, March 7, 2008 Bashaw and Area Ministerial presents Ecumenical Services during Lent, Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm. Mar. 9 - Zion Lutheran, Fr. Eduardo Escobar preaching. "Country Praise" at the Anglican Church in Bashaw March 16th at 3:00 p.m.
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ROYAL LEPAGE CENTRAL - ALIX



FOR SALE



Carol Fletcher – 403-747-3366



BUFFALO MEAT: 1/4, 1/2, whole, freezer packs, various individual cuts. Gov't inspected. MFL Ranch Bison 747-2500.



ATTENTION BUILDERS AND POTENTIAL HOME BUYERS Creekside Meadows Residential Lots For Sale Starting at $59,000 Prime Lots Still Available



FOR SALE: Dining Room table w/ 6 chairs. Table 38”x38” with three 12” leaves. Call 788-3835.



COMING SOON Pheasant Trail Subdivision Acerage sized lots in Alix



HONEY FOR SALE Local and unpasteurized. To get your supply, please call Cecelia Stirling (Stirling Honey) 403-784-2170 or 403-877-5991. “You got the money, we got the honey!”



Bashaw Community Church invites you to a Passover Supper on March 19 at 6:00 pm. To participate please call Daniel at 780-372-4215.



Mobile with large addition, nicely landscaped yard $189,000



Maundy Thursday Service at Bashaw United Church March 20 at 7:30 pm. Everyone welcome.



Executive living on Little Beaver Lake, 3072 sq ft 4 level home, covered decks, extensive landscaping $1,700,000 Lake front lot also available.



For Sale: 2004 Yardman Ride on lawn mower. 38” 13.5 hp $1000.00. Phone Alix Agencies 747-2614.



Brand New mobile in Coronation, immaculate condition, many upgrades $198,000



For Sale: Solid Oak China Cabinet. $600.00 OBO. Call 747-2750.



Immaculate bungalow in Foresburg. Large lot, heated shop and RV parking. $249,000



Bashaw Chamber of Commerce



Bashaw Adult Learning Courses Computers for Seniors: scheduled as per interest. For more information and/or to register for the above course, please contact Jackie at 372-3648. Colour Therapy & Colour Immersion Workshop April 12 & 13, 2008 at CLR Healing Center, Bashaw, AB, 10 AM to 5 PM daily. Total Investment: $367.50 GST included, $105.00 to be paid by April 5/08. Registration: call Ann Wakelin at (780) 657-2964. Class size is limited, pre-registration is necessary.



1408 sq ft home with all the extras on 35 acres, 24x40 shop, fenced $589,000



New home in Bashaw, fireplace, maintenance free deck, double detached garage $241,000



By Peter Graham



WANTED



I am looking for the book called “Land of the Lakes.” If you have a copy I could have, please call me: Edith Schulz 403-747-2410



The Merchants FUN Bonspiel is planned for March 24-28 please call Carrie (3723517) or Orval to enter your Team, or you can talk to Donny Wing at the Curling Rink. If you want to help call Carrie.



Bashaw Valley Lodge is looking for someone to do Pet Visits, help with craft programs, some general help and a caller for Tuesday afternoon Bingo. Please call Cathy 372-3657 for more information. Music Together For parents and children up to preschool age. Wednesdays 10:00 am at the Bashaw Community Centre. To register call Kathy 372-4074. Best Beginnings for parents with a new baby. Thursdays 9:30 - 10:30 am at Bashaw Neighbourhood Place. To register phone Kathy 372-4074.



We changed our meeting night to the 4th Monday of the month. New and old members Welcome, meeting place is the Tourism Building watch for the red LED sign.



We have had a request to head up a planning committee for The Town of Bashaw Centennial 2011 Celebrations. Would your group like to be participate in this meeting in March?



If we go down into ourselves we find that we possess exactly what we desire. - Simone Weil



Rodeo – June 13, 14 & 15



For A Job Well Done! Author Unknown The homeowner was delighted with the way the painter had done all the work on his house. "You did a great job." he said and handed the man a check. "Also, in order to thank-you, here's an extra $80 to take the missus out to dinner and a movie." Later that night, the doorbell rang and it was the painter. Thinking the man had forgotten something he asked, "What's the matter, did you forget something?" "Nope." replied the painter. "I'm just here to take the missus out to dinner and a movie like you asked."



Upcoming Classes Dance Classes in May (6 wks) Hip Hop 11 yrs - adult Jazz/Ballet Combo 3-6 yrs Jazz/Ballet Combo 6/10 yrs Instructor: Heather Buelow



Yoga in April (6 wks)



Evening and morning yoga classes Instructor: Jackie Jenkins



Belly Dancing starting March 15 (6 wks) Saturday mornings 10:30 - 11:30 Instructor: Kathleen Ennis



For more information call: (780) 372-2030 Preregister at Fitness Center No drop-ins please
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MARCH 2008 SUN.



MON.



Alix Arena Monday nights Drop in Broom Ball Friday nights, Saturday & Sunday Shinny Hockey Public Skating 747-2255



2



TUES.



Marg Reynolds Pancake Breakfast Alix Drop In



9



Wednesdays 3:30 - 4:30 for preschool and school aged children.



Sunday, March 23: Easter Country Praise with Holy Communion at 3.00 p.m.



March 12, March 19, April 2, April 9



4



5 Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year olds



Blue Box pickup



11



Blue Box pickup



12



18



19 Time for Tots 10 - noon @ ACH



Ag Society meets @ 7:30



24



Lions Club



Thurs., Fri., & Sat. 10:00 - 6:00 pm



Juanita Hougestol



Linda Garrett



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year olds



Time for Tots 10 - noon @ ACH



A.A. meets Sunday evenings at 8 pm at the Alix United Church basement. Bob 747-2757



March 13th is



“World Kidney Day,”



declared by the International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF) and the International Society of Nephrology (ISN).



On March 13th, a “Blood Pressure Clinic” will be held at Bower Place Mall (9:30 – 6:30 pm). High blood pressure is one of the leading causes of kidney disease.



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 13+ year olds



Seniors’ Drop In Mon. - Sat. 1:30 - 4:30 pm



Dianne Wilton



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year olds



SPRING your clocks AHEAD one hour!



15 Roland Ott



WI Market Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year olds



When In Supper @ Library @ 6:30



22



Good Friday Nancy Boesch



PAPER DAY!



28 Ken Sutley Brandy Reid



Rick Beamish Lions Club



Medical Clinic Monday & Wednesdays 9:30 - noon Appointments: 747-2130



WI Easter Market March 14, 2008 10 - 4 pm



PAPER DAY!



Bud Bargholz



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year olds



27



Blue Box pickup



31



Waste Transfer Station Hours



26



8Ed Love



21



Council Meetings



25



Tara Barclay Kevin Kullman Jack Lymbery



Paper Deadline



20



Delana Russell



1



14



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 13+ year olds Drop-In Birthday 2:30



Stephen Nielsen Jack Nielsen



Chamber of Commerce @ noon United Church



30



13



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 9 - 12 year old



St. Patrick’s Day!



EASTER



Youth Centre open 3:30 5:30 for 13+ year olds



Time for Tots 10 - noon @ ACH



Tom Reynolds



SAT.



7



Council Meeting



Ramona Gartner



Murray Menage



6 Time for Tots 10 - noon @ ACH



Lynda Marshall



17



23



FRI.



Sunday, March 9: Country Praise at 3.00 p.m.



COPS meets @ 7:30 pm @ Fire Hall



“Country Praise” services at 3:00 pm Alix Anglican Church



THURS.



Reading Program at the Library



10



16



WED.



ANGLICAN CHURCH



3 Ryan Lyle



Earl & Bonnie Docherty



ALIX



Alix Community Hall



Tables $10 each Call Irene Guynup 747-2794 Alix Lions Club presents St. James Gate April 26, 2008 8:00 - midnight (doors open at 7:00) Alix Community Hall Tickets $25 each (adult only) includes light lunch proceeds to Camp He Ho Ha (Health, Hope & Happiness)



29 Deanna Lyle



Paper Deadline To book the Alix Community Hall contact the staff at Home Hardware. Any other concerns call Dave Dewald 747-2826 or Cathy Perry 304-6413.



To have a birthday or event added to the Calendar, please call 430-352-3837 or email [email protected]



Alix Wagon Wheel Museum Spring Event Interview History with Dr. Irene Parlby 100 Years of Fashion April 6, 2008 Tickets at Home Hardware and Alix Public Library
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Delburne Library News As you all may have heard, there was a water issue at the Library on Feb. 11th. Due to this the Library building is now closed until further Notice. All the books that had no damage were placed into storage to prevent any further damages. You can still return your books to the regular book drop located in A Little or A Lot. You can still request books online from other libraries with the option of having them delivered to your own mailbox, this service is offered at no charge to the user. We look forward to keeping you up to date on the status of the library's return. Adult recreational Volleyball Every Tuesday, Adults only, $5.00 per month drop in fee. Call Janice at 749-3153 for info. Anthony Henday Historical Society Meets the 2nd Thurs of every month at the Museum; new members welcome. Contact Audrey at 749-2436 Can Skate, Seniors & Synchronized Skating Call Kathy 749-3445 or Keri 749-3112 for info. Chamber of Commerce meets at the Soda Shop. Contact Leah at 749-2133 Cumberland Hall to book the hall for your next gathering, please contact Ada & Gerry Linneberg at 749-2525. Delburne Ag Society meets 2nd Tuesday of the month. Contact Curtis Rusaw at 749-2153 or Corinne Hansen at 749-2139. Delburne Community Hall For bookings please contact Amy at 749-3353. Delburne Drop In Centre Play Crib on Mondays at 1:30 p.m. Carpet Bowling Tuesday 1:30 pm Music & Dance every 2nd, 4th & 5th Fri 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. General meetings are held the third Thursday @ 10:00 All Welcome. Contact Bill or Betty Wittemore at 749-2035. Delburne 4-H Beef Club New members wel-



come. For information call Lee-Ann at 749-2267 or Randy at 749-2051. Delburne Gospel Church Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Bible study Tues at 7:45 p.m. Kids club for 5-11 yr olds, Thur. 7-8:30 Call 749-3176 Delburne Library Tuesday to Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Tues. evening 6:308:30 p.m. Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm Delburne Light Horse Association Darlene Schlag 7493558 or 391-2731



Village News The village of Delburne will be hosting a booth at the Red Deer home show on Mar 7-9, 2008. Visitors to our booth will be given a package showcasing our local businesses and what Delburne has to offer. We would like to thank the many businesses that dropped off advertisements and brochures that were included in these packages. We hope that by doing so people become aware of the merchants that support our community. If you are at the Home Show do drop in and say hi! We would like to thank the residents for keeping their sidewalks free of snow and ice. It makes it safer for everyone. Ambush Securities has installed a security system in the Village Office and we are very satisfied with it. Ralph Wiber has been retained to sell and promote the 22 lots in Fawn Meadows Phase II. We have every confidence that Mr. Wiber and his team will be very successful. Ralph will be at the Home Show in Red Deer with an up to date brochure on Fawn Meadows.



Showtime Video & Pizza Eat In or Take Out



Little or a Lot (located in the former Rinehart/Sears Store)



Movie Rentals ~ Avon ~ Gift Items Sears Catalogue Outlet ~ and more!



Mon. - Sat.



10 - 8 pm



(closed Sun)



Pat & Tamara



749-3166
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UPCOMING EVENTS Change of date for league playoffs and finals with the windup party and television draw – it will now be on Thursday, March 20 instead of March 21 as that is Good Friday, Easter weekend.



t’s The Rinehar



Choose from our selection of Toppings to create your perfect Burger, Hoagie, Wrap, Sandwich or Salad!



BINGO Delburne Community Hall 2nd Wed. of each month March 12 April 9th Doors open @ 6:00 p.m. Pre-call @ 6:45 p.m. Volunteers needed. Contact Kathy for more info at 749-3445.



Open: Tuesday—Sunday 8:00 - 9:00 p.m.



Cancer Tea Saturday April 5th, 2008, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Delburne Drop In Center. Sponsored by Dorca’s Sewing Circle. Receipts will be issued for donations. For more info call 749-2034 Women’s Wellness Day Come & put some “SPICE” in your life! Saturday April 12, 2008, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Delburne Community Hall Come join us for speakers, breakout sessions, lunch and entertainment! An inspiring, uplifting day to be shared with family, friends and neighbors. Cost is $20.00 per person. Registration forms available at Delburne Neighbourhood Place or A Healing Touch. For more info or to register call Tracy or Naomi @ 749-3380 or Lynne @ 749-3089 Women's Outreach services are available in your community! Appointments can be made for the 2nd Tuesday of every month. For more information or referrals call Neighbourhood Place @749-3380 or Jaclyn @ 347-2480 Dance @ Delburne Drop-In The fourth Saturday of each month. Everyone is welcome. 7:30 - 10:30 pm. Music by: Gaetz Valley Minstrels. $7.00 per person. Pooled lunch. For more info call: 749-2035 or 7492451 Pottery Lessons for beginners Starting March 6th at 7:00 pm at the Delburne Pottery Studio. To register call 749-3696 or 749-2003 Delburne Junior Golf Program, Delburne Minor Ball & Soccer Registration Night coming soon, watch for dates. For more information contact: Robin Ritchie - Junior Golf - 749.2036 and Carmen Andrew - Soccer - 749.2723 Have you always wanted to learn how to play the guitar? Now’s the perfect time to start! Lessons (electric, acoustic, lead, rhythm) are offered at reasonable rates, Tuesdays after school in the Delburne School. For more information call Darren Brown at 343-0207. Weight Watchers is trying to establish a group in Delburne, for more info call Helene at 749-3792. Leaders Needed . . .Girl Guides requires adult leaders in the Village of Delburne. Do you have a daughter that would benefit from the Girl Guide experience? If you would like to be a leader/mentor to a deserving group of girls, please consider volunteering in our community of Delburne as a Girl Guide leader. It will be an enjoyable and rewarding experience for you and lots of fun for all! Contact Judy at 749-3550.



A New Place For Making Old Memories



2718 Main Street, Delburne



403-749-3333



Now accepting résumés



Delburne Centralized School Phone: (403)749-3838 Mar. 7 Mar. 17 Mar. 19 Mar. 20 Mar. 21 Mar. 24 Mar. 26 Mar. 27 Apr. 5-13 May 23



No School JH Option Start Date SH Beauty & the Beast Elem/JH Report Cards, School Council/PAC Meeting 6:30 pm Good Friday (No School) Easter Monday (No School) SH Report cards Parent/Teacher Interviews Easter Break 2008 Commencement Exercises



Trip to Germany/Italy! It’s not too late! Students in Senior High and community members are welcome to sign up for the Remembering Ortona school trip in November 2008. To register on-line just go to: www.myexplorica.ca and enter TourCentre Code: Ray-2958. For more information or to get help signing up please call Tracy Ray at 749-3838. Ciao! Kindergarten Registration 2008-2009 We are now accepting registrations for next kindergarten year. To attend kindergarten in August 2008, children must turn five years old by December 31, 2008. Accommodation may be made for four year-olds with special needs. A birth certificate will be required for registration. Call Delburne School at 749-3838 for more information. Save Your Pull Tabs The Leadership Club will be collecting pull tabs from drink cans in support of Ronald McDonald House.



Coal Trail Riders Christmas Party and Public Speaking By Morgan Haryett, Club Reporter On December 9, 2007, the 4-H Coal Trail Riders got together for their Christmas party at Roy Weisenburger's farm, just south of Delburne. It was a beautiful sunny day with just enough snow to enjoy a sleigh ride and tobogganing. They also had a wiener roast and then did a gift exchange (pictured left). Thanks to the parents who organized the party and brought all the delicious treats, and to the Weisenburger family for the fun 2-horse sleigh ride, and for introducing everybody to "shovel riding!" Everybody had a great time. The 4-H Coal Trail Riders held their annual Public Speaking Competition on February 15, 2008. Placings for the junior division were: 1st Samantha Overwater, 2nd - Kassidy Duda, 3rd - Cheyenne Lund. The intermediate placings were: 1st - Braden Sawyer, 2nd - Brittany Chaffin, 3rd - Shaylyn Weisenburger. Presentations were also done by senior member Jesse Harrison and intermediate members Morgan Haryett and Jayden Duda. Thank you to Dave Boulton, Emery Klein, Jim Wood, Debbie Ellis, Mandi Reed and Shelly Buckland for doing a wonderful job of judging and to all those who helped to make this event a success.
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Delburne Curling Club News A very successful Ladies Bonspiel was held January 11 – 13, 2008 with 14 teams participating. Congratulations to Marilyn Greenwood’s team who won the bonspiel. Marilyn skipped; Jean Hovey played third, Gloria Biggs second and Deanna Hovey lead. The Leslie Raniseth team won the B event and Wendy Long’s team won the C event. Thank you to our many sponsors, donors and volunteers. The DVD player donated by UFA Ray Miller was won by Diane Abtosway of Delburne. The watch donated by Parkland Agri Services was won by Sarah Chapman of Erskine and the earrings donated by Community Savings Credit Union were won by Lena Sweifel of Stettler. A fun evening was held on Sat. night with the “Family Feud” game. The collection of donations towards the purchase of the windows for the downstairs lobby is now complete. All the window replacements have been paid for. A plaque listing the donors will soon be installed. Thank you all. Watching curling from the main floor is much more enjoyable now. A very successful Farmer’s Bonspiel was held January 20 – 26. There were 24 teams. Meals were provided every evening with the help of various sponsors and curling club fees. A roast beef supper was served on Friday night at the rink with curling continuing throughout. The winner of the A event was the Brian Mose team, they played Stan Buckley’s team in the final. B Event winners were the Don Bonham rink and C Event winners were the Neil Connor team from Stettler. D Event winners were the Trevor Purdie team. Thank you to all the many sponsors and donators for the great prizes and donations. Thank you to Bev Glover and her crew who ran the kitchen and did such a good job of the meals and to Doug Glover and his helpers for the good ice. Thanks to the curling club members and the farmer’s bonspiel committee for all their hard work to make this such a successful event. Special thanks to Jerry Long and his helper Garth Szakaly for doing the draw. On Feb 2 - 3, Delburne hosted a Junior Bonspiel, which had an excellent turnout of 14 teams from throughout central Alberta. There were teams from Lacombe, Sylvan Lake, Red Deer and Delburne. There were two divisions of age groups between 13 – 17 years old. Feb 15 – 17 was the mixed bonspiel with 16 teams participating in three events. The winners of the A event was the Don Bonham team, they defeated the Dale Brown team of Elnora in the final. B event winners were the Don Phillips team from Calgary and the C event winner was the Glen Morbeck team from Erskine. Note: Change of date for league playoffs and finals with the windup party and television draw – it will now be on Thursday, March 20th instead of March 21st as that is Good Friday, Easter weekend.
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MARY ELLEN'S MUSINGS............ The Spirit of Content The word ‘Awesome’ is a word much overworked in our modern day vernacular, but I find it the only fitting word in my personal vocabulary which accurately sums up the feelings the Silent One and I hold in regards to the Spirit of Content - a living legend - in that this person still walks the face of this earth one hundred years after being born in the tiny bedroom of the local Doctor’s home located midtown in the wee frontier town of Content, N.W.T, to Arthur and Mary Kent, proprietors of the local Stopping House Livery Stable. This living legend is William Lesley Kent, who celebrated his l00 years with several cakes and gatherings packed with those who love this lively little story-telling man. Of course, when you’ve lived through a century encompassing log homes built by pure sweat and tears to cell phones, computers and men walking on the moon one would expect no less. He has a special invite, or more precisely is, to be one of many honor guests at the University of Alberta’s on-going celebrations in this, their 100th year. In his latest correspondence, (a four page hand-written letter, bursting with news clippings and pictures) he keeps us abreast with his most recent calendar of events; a calendar that one half this centurion’s age, would find overwhelming. In reference to the U of A Celebrations Les writes: “Now that the U of A and Old Scona are joining me in a second century, I will have to co-operate. The University Reunion will be September 18th to 21 and Scona High (where Les attended,) Homecoming will be September 26th. The Principal says that I have to be there . . . It looks like part of 2008 is planned for me.” Les closes in telling the Silent One and me that he still likes short trips and must be up and ready the following a.m. as he’s being picked up at 8:10 heading for Clearwater Resort west of Seattle for three days. He has a group of buddies he travels with regularly, spending very little time in his Langley home. During boyhood days in Delburne, where the family moved their livery business after the demise of the town of Content, Les, in an attempt to broaden his social horizons, joined the Lone Scouts - the actual forerunner of what we know as the Boy Scout of Canada. Today, Les and another local boy where the only two from this area who joined the Lone Scouts and hold the honor of being the only remaining originals of the group! There were no group meetings or campouts in early Lone Scout years. Participation was through the mail. The mainstay of the Lone Scouts being the monthly newsletter, anxiously awaited by these prairie boys. Scouts from all over the U.S. and Canada sent in stories and articles bursting with insights and intrigue. Les has kept his Lone Scout status and hosted the most recent Lone Scout Reunion in Langley this past year (2007). In order for a Lone Scout Reunion to be legitimate, there must be at least two Scouts in attendance, with the passing years and the passing of Lone Scouts, the number of spouse far out number the actual members by far! Recently, Les writes: “I don’t know if a Lone Scout Reunion will be held (2008), if either Edwin or I couldn’t go they couldn’t have a “Reunion.” How remarkable is that? Edwin and Les – the last two Lone Scouts standing! Hats off to these remarkable men! I’ve referred to my friend Les, most notably in my first column where I pondered the question of how old one must be to be to be considered old? For Les, that age will never come; he assures me age is only a set of numbers! I’m sure the word “awesome” was formulated with William Lesley Kent in mind. He is indeed an inspiration to us all. Mary Ellen Williams is from Delburne, Alberta where she has written a number of books. including So, This is Chain Lakes and Dreamcatchers. To find out more information or any of her books, contact Blue Ridge View Publishers at 403-749-2047 or email [email protected].
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Elnora Happenings



Elnora Ag Society Presents Dinner Theatre Comedy



March 5 - 8 - “Experienced” Curling Bonspiel



A Bad Year for Tomatoes by ITT



March 7 - World Day of Prayer at the Elnora United Church at 2:00 p.m.



April 5th At Elnora Hall. Dinner 6 pm Play 7:30 pm. Tickets $27.50



March 9 - Delburne Light Horse Bonspiel. March 12 - Cowboy Church Annual Meeting at 7 p.m. at Drop-In



Call Karen 773-3556 Mavis 773-2265 Pat 773-2282



March 15 - Grannies Curling Bonspiel March 17 - Parkland Anglican Parish Irish Stew Supper and Silent Auction at the Elnora Hall Doors open at 5:00. Supper 5:30. Auction 7:00. Door Prizes! Adults $7.50, 6-10 years $3.00, preschoolers free. Contacts Paddy at 227 1635, Jean at 749 2411, Reta at 443 7823, or Gwen at 773 2270. Everyone welcome!" March 22 - St. John Babysitting Course in Elnora, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm. Children must be 11 years of age or older to take this course. Please bring a bag lunch. Cost of course is $50.00 but may be less if there are more than 10 registrants. Call Helena Smith at 773-3920 for more information or to register.



Elnora Jottings Write-up/Photos Courtesy of Pat Buckland



March 25 - Ladies Night Out at Cabin Café March 26 - Cowboy Church at Drop-In April 5 - Elnora Comedy Dinner Theatre April 6 - Elnora Ice Spectations - Season End Synchro Gala with all 3 teams and team member singles skating at Trochu Arena from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. April 8 - Richard Popovich's Old Time Western Show. The wise-cracking sheriff from the Stettler Steam Train! Clean Comedy and Cowboy Songs. 2:00 P. M. at the Elnora Drop In Centre. Admission $8.00. Lunch served. For information call 773 2270 or 773 2437. Everyone Welcome! April 12 - Zing into Spring in Delburne. Call Tracy at 749-3380 or Lynn at 749-3089 for more info. April 19 - Memeza Africa 22 piece choir assemble from Soweto, South Africa are coming to the Elnora Community Hall. Call Gwen at 773-2270 or Ruby at 886-2609 for tickets or more info. Sundays - Community Sunday School & Adult Bible Study at 11:00 a.m. at the Elnora DropIn Centre. Carpet Bowling Wednesday afternoon at the Elnora Drop-In Centre at 1:30 p.m. Call Mary Logan at 773-3133 for more info. Quilting Call Joan Roberts at 773-3568 for more info. Ladies Volleyball Wednesday nights at the school gym Museum Development Committee meets the 1st Tuesday monthly Something new for those who would enjoy worship in an atmosphere of informal fellowship BOOMTOWN TRAIL COWBOY CHURCH - held at the Elnora Drop-In at 7 pm the second & last Wednesday of each month. Everyone welcome. For more info please call 403-749-2047 or 403-749-3186. Village of Elnora website:



www.villageofelnora.com



Karen Pennock at 773-3556 will be taking bookings for the Elnora Community Hall and the Elnora Ag Centre. Rural Boys and Girls Clubs meet Thursdays at Elnora Drop-In from 3:30 - 8:30 p.m. The new coordinator is Sabrina Chartrand. If you have any ideas about how to encourage the youth of Elnora to be involved in positive activities, events or pursuits, please come and help out with your own talents. Elnora Play School will be on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon in the basement of the Elnora United Church, led by Charmaine May from Trochu. For more info, call Becky at 773-3500.



Terry Todd moved up to Elnora from Calgary to take over the Po’ Boys Café which she renamed the Cabin Café in November, 2006. She has made a great success of her new business with delicious meals and a great atmosphere she and her wonderful staff have created. She is open Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. except on Wednesday night when she has a supper special from 5:30 - 8 p.m. On the last Tuesday of the month she has a special meal for “Ladies Night Out” (just for the girls) for which reservations are necessary. She also makes awesome homemade pies. Terry fits into the Elnora lifestyle quite easily as she was raised in a small town, Michichi, Alberta and understands country folk. Condolences to the family of Doug Jardine who passed away on February 9th in Three Hills. Doug & Jean lived in Elnora for several years and was a regular at the Coffee Shop. After they moved to Three Hills, Doug still came up to Elnora to visit with his friends. He will be missed by his family and all who knew him. His funeral was at the Bethel Evangelical Missionary Church in Three Hills February 23rd. Condolences to the Wik family on the passing of Alma Wik on February 11th at the age of 99. Her funeral was held at the Huxley Hall on February 16th.



Delburne, Lousana, Pine Lake, Elnora



Friday, March 7, 2008



The Chautauqua B5



ALPHA GRAPHICS SIGNS & PRINTING B/CARDS * INVOICES * TICKETS * INVITATIONS Electric Signs Vehicle Decals Banners Window Decals



Magnetic Signs Sandwich Boards License Plates Coroplast Signs



Rebuild Illuminated Signs ~ Repair & Alterations



PHONE: (403) 733-3704 ELNORA RED DEER RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE: MANAGING OIL AND GAS IN THE WATERSHED Friday, March 14, 2008 at Trochu Community Hall, Trochu, Alberta, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm (Doors open 9:30am). Join us in discovering the interaction of the oil and gas industry with watershed management. Topics covered will include: water use and management in the oil and gas industry, Coal bed methane recovery practices, managing stream crossings, impacts of CBM recovery on groundwater. Guest Speakers: Natalie Cooper—Shell Canada, Mary Griffiths —Pembina Institute, Bruce Peachey—New Paradigm Engineering Ltd., and Andrew Nikiforuk—Independent Journalist. For more information - See our Website - www.rdrwa.ca. Register by Email: [email protected] or Call 403-340-7379 Before March 11, 2008



“A” Event winners (l-r) Debbie Pasnak, Kyle Buchanan, Cody Buchanan and skip, Randy Buchanan.



February 27th was the 1st Anniversary of Cowboy Church services in Elnora. Their Annual Meeting will be on March 12th at 7 p.m. Communion will be on March 26th at 7 p.m. Hope to see you all there! Congratulations to Amy (Andruski) and Joe Suelzle on their marriage which took place in Edmonton on February 16th. They will be living in Edmonton. The community wishes you both a wonderful future together. Congratulations to Ross & Kirsty (Armstrong) Twidale on their marriage in Red Deer on February 17th. They will be living in Elnora. We all wish you a fantastic life and future together!



“B” Event winners (l-r) Bill Jewell, skip, Devin Hogg, John Nielson and Jessica Jewell.



The Elnora School is now accepting Kindergarten Registration for 2008 - 2009. Please call the Elnora School at 773-3624. The Campbell’s Soup Label Program is off to a good start, so bring your labels from various Campbell and Pepperidge Farm products to Jewell’s grocery or the Elnora School.



PINE LAKE HAPPENINGS Pine Lake Singers Spring Concert, Sunday, April 13 at 2:30 P. M. at the Pine Lake Hub Community Centre. Cost $5.00. Lunch served. For more information call 347 7198, 886 4192 or 773 2270. Pine Lake Hub Carpet Bowling - 1st Tuesday of every month afternoon & evening, Mondays for the rest of the month. Pine Lake Parents & Tots meets every other Wednesday from 1011:30 at the Pine Lake Hub. A time for parents and their children to get together share stories, do activities and learn new strategies. Contact Roanne at 886-2414 for more info. 22nd Annual Pine Lake Country Fair & Sports Days August 8, 9, & 10, 2008 - a wonderful old-fashioned, fun-filled country fair experience.



“C” Event winners (l-r) Brandi Hoszouski, Chris Reeds, Karen Pennock and Larry Cheshire, skip. Winter Active 2008 ran from January 18th to February 29th. It encourages everyone to get up, go out and be winter active! Grades 1-2 students have started a home reading program. In Social they have been learning about caring for their environment. They cre-



LOUSANA EVENTS Lousana Drop In Centre Carpet Bowling Sundays at 7 pm Floor Curling Fridays at 7 pm Contact Goldie Lee at 749-2369
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ated items such as birdhouses, piggy banks and instruments out of recyclable material. They have also been learning about healthy food choices, healthy living, and coming up with ideas for physical activities they can do. Grades 3-4 students have been learning about pulleys and levers and how they are used in our world. They’ve been learning lots while working with Lego. They are also learning about medieval times with the month ending in a medieval feast. The students also learned about children in Peru, India, Ukraine and Tunisia. Grades 5-6 students have been learning how to play basketball and how to play recorders. In Language Arts they have been reading wonderful mind-meddling mysteries by Eric Wilson. In Science they finished up Chemistry and are now learning about Electricity and Magnetism. They really enjoyed making volcanoes and doing various experiments in Chemistry. In Math they are learning complicated problems. In Social they have been doing Interior Plains region (the Prairie Provinces). They learned about the Cree, Blackfoot and Dene, the 3 main tribes who lived here. The REACH teams are practicing once again for their upcoming competitions. The competitions begin this month and go into March with Trochu hosting Provincials this year. They will be competing against Castor and Trochu. The weekend of February 22nd - 24th was very busy in Elnora with our annual All-Niter Bonspiel taking place. Thirty-two teams participated which meant that everything had to be well planned and organized, thanks to all the volunteers and committee’s set up for this weekend. Bill Jewell was the ‘Chicken Man” holding his ‘Chicken Poop Bingo.’ Devon Swanson won it on Friday night; Larry Cheshire won on Saturday night; and Kirk Marek of Delburne won on Sunday. Everyone enjoys this unusual Bingo with a real chicken leaving her ‘mark.’ On Saturday night the Hall was packed with people enjoying the delicious Banquet followed by a dance. The weekend was very busy with lots of curling and visiting going on. The spectators also enjoyed watching the teams play, encouraging their favorites. The winner of the “A” Event was the Buchanan team with Randy Skip; Cody - Third; Kyle - 2nd and Debbie Pasnak as Lead. They won over the Simpson Team of Rob & Trish Simpson, Stephanie McCullough and Andrea Sengaus. Winner of the “B” Event was the Bill Jewell team with Bill as Skip; Devin Hogg - 3rd; John Nielson - 2nd and Jessica Jewell as Lead. They won over the Pam Hodgkinson team of Michelle Page, Janine Steinkey and Kristen Dykstra. The Winner of the “C” Event was the Larry Cheshire team with Larry as Skip; Karen Pennock - 3rd; Chris Reeds - 2nd and Brandi Hoszouski as Lead. They won over the Robert Kidd team of Kaitie Johnson, Dustin Russell, and Kyle Wilson. After the last team was off the ice, the prizes for First and Second place teams were given out. Randy Armstrong presented the Buchanan



It Pays to Advertise A lion met a tiger as they drank beside a pool Said the tiger, “Tell me why you’re always roaring like a fool?” “That’s not foolish,” said the lion with a twinkle in his eye. “They call me King of all the beasts, it pays to advertise!” A rabbit heard them talking and ran home like a streak, He thought he’d try the lion’s plan, but all he did was squeak! A fox came to investigate and had dinner in the woods – The Moral is “Never advertise unless you’ve got the goods!”



team with the David Gall Trophy for overall winner. David Gall was Randy’s Uncle. They also received some very nice prizes. The winner of the “Bucket of Booze” was Mary Vanover. The whole weekend was another successful event and everyone is looking forward to next years All-Niter Bonspiel. Did you get to see the lunar eclipse? What a great opportunity that was and for once it wasn’t cloudy out! On the Family Day Weekend a Fish Derby was held at Scotty’s Family Resort at Pine Lake with many people showing up to try their hand at the sport. Congratulations to Johanna Jewell who won 2nd place in “Kid’s Perch.” She won a DVD Player, 2 movies, a back pack, tackle box and fishing gear, ice fishing rod, a travel mug and a $25.00 Toys R Us gift card! WOW. Congratulations Johanna! The Elnora Fitness Centre Challenge has started. Call 773-3171 or 773-3500 for more info. World Day of Prayer will be held on March 7th at 2:00 p.m. at the Elnora United Church with Lavinia West as guest speaker. Lavinia lived in Elnora for several years, so she knows quite a few people. Everyone is welcome. It’s also interdenominational, so come on out, learn about women in other countries, and enjoy. If you enjoy Irish Stew, are Irish (or not), come on out to the Elnora Community Hall to enjoy the meal put on by the Parkland Parish on March 17th. There will also be a Silent Auction. Call Gwen Renouf for more info at 773-2270. FOOD FOR THOUGHT: “If we move with the waves in life as they roll over us, the wave passes on.” (Pesikta Zurtarti) MEMEZA AFRICA is a dynamic 22 piece choir ensemble from Soweto, South Africa. It combines traditional African singers, dancers and drummers with the original music of Canadian Artist, Holly Wright. The majority of the members are unemployed, and through their gift of music they hope to generate an income for themselves and families, as well as being ambassadors for the fight against HIV/AIDS in South Africa. MEMEZA AFRICA concert will be held on April 19, 2 - 4 pm at the Elnora Community Hall. Tickets are $15 and are available at Community Savings, Delburne or Jewell’s Grocery Ltd, Elnora or Gwen 773-2270 or Ruby 403-886-2609. The monthly “Old Time Dance” at the Delburne Drop-In Centre is going very well. Approximately 50 people come to enjoy the music and kick up their heels on the 4th Saturday of each month. They start at 7:30 p.m., and stop for a pooled lunch at 9 p.m. plus there is a fee at the door. Come on out and enjoy the evening and learn new kinds of dances while you’re at it. The Elnora Library has some info to pass on to you. I’ve quoted it here for you. “We have a new display at the library and we have12 complete series for you to choose from. A few examples are: Kinsey Millhone series Harry Boxch mysteries Revenge of the Sisterhood Brides of Culdee Creek We now have a stand alone computer with programs for 3 to 5 year olds. Movies: we have just put on our shelves 76 movies. They are mostly VHS, with a number of classics like ‘The Good Earth,’ ‘Alfred Hitchcock,’ ‘Cactus Flower,’ ‘Days of Wine and Roses,’ and about 30 of them are for children. We also received 35 new books on Friday, Feb 22nd.” This Library sounds very interesting, so come on in for a visit or to take out some of those interesting items Librarian Wanda Strandquist wrote about!



- Rulon Hillam



To advertise in the Chautauqua call 403-352-3837 or email [email protected]



The schedule for the Elnora Ice Spectations are as follows: March 7 - Junior team at the Drumheller Skating Carnival; March 9 - Pre-Juvenile & Pre-Novice teams at the Alix Skating Carni-
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Are You Fiscally Fit? Dawne Adkins, Director of Marketing, Community Capital Spring Free! We have been so lucky with the weather this year and as a result I have spring fever! (Yes, I realize we are likely going to get more winter but I’m in denial!) As I was walking outside with my children recently I got to thinking about other fun things we will soon be able to do outside. Sidewalk chalk, blowing bubbles, flying kites and walking through puddles in our rubber boots all came to mind. Then I realized that these things are all free since we already have the “supplies.” Even if you have to buy new items this year, the expense for these types of activities is minimal. It’s easy to get caught up in the potential expense of the new season especially when my mailbox is full of spring vacation offers and season pass “deals.” I needed to take a step back (or a step outside as the case may be) to realize that my family and I don’t need to spend a lot of money to enjoy time together. Many Central Alberta communities will be offering events throughout the spring and summer months that do not have to break the budget. One such event we will be participating in is the Children’s Festival in Red Deer on June 6 and 7. At $3 a person or $10 a family it is priced very reasonably but packs a whole lot of fun. Once we are in the gate with our picnic lunch packed, we will not be asked to part with another dollar – how different from the usual expectation of admission plus fees for activities throughout the day! If you know of other such events happening in the area please let me know! The more we share information the easier it is for all of us to spring free from the norm and try something new! Community Capital is a non-profit organization based in Central Alberta that is committed to helping people make better financial decisions. Call 403-340-1323, visit www.communitycapital.ca or e-mail [email protected] for more information.



val; March 16 - All 3 teams at the competition in St. Albert; April 4 - skating at the Jr. B. Provincial Tournament Opening Ceremonies in Three Hills; April 6 - Season End Synchro Gala featuring all 3 synchro teams and individual team members singles skating. Time is 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Trochu Arena. The 4H Coal Trail Riders held their Club Speakoffs on February 15th at the Cumberland hall. In the Junior Category - 1st is Samantha Overwater; 2nd - Kassidy Duda, and 3rd is Cheyenne Lund. For Intermediates - 1st is Braden Sawyer; 2nd - Brittany Chaffin and 3rd is Shaylyn Weisenburger. For Presentations - Intermediates first are Jayden Duda and Morgan Haryett. In Seniors, first is Jesse Harrison. On February 20th the Zones competition was held at Red Deer College. Brittany Chaffin placed 2nd in the Intermediate category and Kassidy Duda placed 3rd in the Junior category. Congratulations to you all for your hard work and in overcoming the nerves for public speaking. The Districts will be held on March 8th at Benalto. The Presentation Regional Competition will be on March 29th at New Norway. Good luck to those taking part in those competitions!



It is not the straining for great things that is most effective; it is the doing of the little things, the common duties, a little better and better.
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Your Body, Your House Tamara Steer, Colon Hydrotherapist Unless you are growing your own food in untainted soil, raising your own animals without drugs and hormones, drinking from a pure mountain spring untouched by man, and breathing air free of industrial and auto pollution, your body is taking in more life-destroying toxins than it can handle! There will forever be a debate on whether alternative health is right or wrong; just do what works and what makes you feel healthy and happy. There are many different options available to us. Colon Hydrotherapy or Colonics is not for everyone out there. But, we have all been in situations where we cannot “go”- whether we are too busy, it is inconvenient (in the middle of a teaching lesson, business meeting or putting for par), or you are the type of person (there are lots out there…you know who you are!) who just will and cannot “go” unless they are in the comforts of their own bathroom. Imagine a lasagna pan caked with food- it needs to be soaked in water overnight for it to come clean. Colon hydrotherapy accomplishes the same ease of cleansing on the inside of one’s bowel. Most people brush their teeth every morning and every night and get their yearly cleaning at the dentist. Just like our teeth, our colon (large intestine) has a build up of its own type of ‘plaque,’ but we just expect it to function properly on its own. If your teeth do not get proper maintenance, what happens- cavities! Well, what do you suppose happens if you have been neglecting your colon - the walls get coated with plaque over time and it is harder for your muscles (peristalsis) to push the feces along. This may result in problems including: constipation, IBS, pockets of the colon to become blocked and start to droop, etc. If your stool is not well-formed (in the shape of your colon) and thick (approx. 2 inches) - you can tell a lot from what kind of shape your intestines are in by observing your stool! - then it is most definitely passing through a wall impacted with “plaque.” We all just need to be more aware of what we are passing and doing the dirty “#2” should not be so taboo. After all, you need to eat to survive and eating eventually leads to elimination. A build up of waste from either “holding it” in or being constipated, results in a permanent increase in the size of the colon. A few obvious signs that you have a distended colon are weight gain (or the inability to lose any unwanted weight) in the form of a “gut.” Exercising (even though it is very good!) will not get rid of the gut completely - as it is internal, not external. Having lower back and/or hip pain is also related to a distended bowel. If you have ever had an x-ray of your colon it can show how distended/misshaped a bowel can get. So functioning properly is out of the question. When the colon is not at ease - ‘dis-ease’ can occur. I believe (along with many other naturopaths) many diseases are caused by sluggish colons overwhelmed with toxic waste and can be prevented by eating properly, keeping hydrated, reducing stress, exercising and cleansing - overall taking care of your body - inside and out. Prevention is key to good health as well as not just dealing with symptoms by masking them, but by actually finding out what the actual cause of the problem is and “cleaning up” your act! If you do not have a healthy body, where else are you going to live?



Life is 10 percent what you make it and 90 percent how you take it.



- Elizabeth Stuart Phelps
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Journey Down The BoomTown Trail



I was talking to a friend the other day, who was going on about the “Family” shows she likes to watch on TV. She mentioned a couple of stars I’d never heard of (guess I’m too old… and I never watch the Disney Channel), who had been country singers who’d made it big in the show biz world before branching out into TV. “I’m pretty sure they’re Christians,” my friend said. “You can tell just by the way they talk to their kids.” I was a bit taken aback. These folks were famous, they’d made it big so they were rich, and they talked nice. What’s “Christian” about that? I dare say Jewish families and Muslim families – as well as atheists – can do that. It got me thinking about the shallowness of much of what passes for “Christian faith” in our communities. For starters, most of us simply assume we are Christian, by virtue of being born and resident in a “Christian” country. I’m not prepared to acknowledge that our country is “Christian” in any meaningful sense of the word. Canada is a Western country, but the diverse nature of our institutions and population makes it anything but a one-faith nation. Even though the country is still numerically Christian, the actual ‘practicing Christian’ population falls far short of the total ‘professing’ Christian’ population! “Christ you know I love you (did you see I waved?) I believe in you and God, so tell me that I’m saved.” It’s difficult to tell people that a warm and friendly feeling toward the image and story of Jesus doesn’t constitute “faith,” and that “believing in Jesus and in God” isn’t the sort of commitment that ensures one’s status as a believer. After all, even the Devil believes in God, and can even quote scripture! Many of our theologically conservative Christian brothers and sisters are sure that salvation depends on what and how we believe. My hunch is that the majority of Christians – even devout ones – are unsure of a good deal of historical Christian doctrinal statements. Even those who are knowledgeable about these things are often hard-pressed to relate their knowledge to the practice of Christian living. In these weeks approaching Good Friday and Easter, let’s remember that it was good “waving” believers in God and Jesus who cheered for him to be crucified. I’m always a bit leery of persons who claim – enthusiastically – to have “got religion,” or “got saved” at Friday night’s Crusade. To me, that means a faith that is starry eyed and about as deep as cake makeup! Lots of protestations of faith and trust and following Jesus, lots of hypnotic praise songs, and lots of “religion.” But remember, Jesus himself was not big on religion. It takes years of practice and reflection to understand what Jesus expects of his followers, and a dogged determination to step out of much religion, and into God’s world, where the gospel is intended to be spoken and lived out. Being “saved,” or “having religion” of the Christian variety is all about being with ordinary people so they feel God’s inclusion, and Christ’s embrace. “Being saved” does not involve telling people all the reasons they are not saved, all the reasons why they will never know the warm embrace of Christ unless…(Oh yes, there is always an “unless!”) unless they believe this, and refrain from that, and, oh yes, come to our church – the only one that is “Right.” It is no wonder that so many ordinary folk keep away from any kind of religion. They have a hard time stomaching the hypocrisy, or they’ve been wounded by the narrow judgments of upstanding Christians, or – worst of all – they have tried to taste the religion of the Christians and have been shunned because they weren’t holy enough, or familiar enough with ‘church stuff.’ I always want to apologize to such people, and treat them gently in hopes that they’ll try again. And then I pray that the church where they try is a place where people actually walk the way of Jesus, and throw open their arms to strangers! Delburne, Lousana, Pine Lake, Elnora
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... 18 at 7:00. More information will be sent home soon. ATTENDANCE The school will be calling home for students who are absent if we have not been given notice by parents. We ask parents to please call the school or send a note to indicate if their student will be absent. Messages can be left on the answering machine. 
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