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To honor their dedication and commitment to academic excellence, Fairfield Elementary and Fairfield Middle were named a 2015 - 2016 National Beta School of Merit. Both schools received this prestigious honor because their Beta Chapter includes all eligible grade levels on the school's campus. In May 2016, each schools will receive a congratulatory letter and a National Beta School of Merit window decal to proudly display as a symbol of their school’s accomplishment. In addition, a list of National Beta School of Merit recipients will be publicized at the 2016 National Beta Convention.



Annual Showdown Presents Young Spellers



Fairfield County Selected for Presidential Visit President Bill Clinton joins the Get Out the Vote rallies across the Palmetto State, selecting Fairfield Middle School to host a rally for Fairfield County. The crowd of more than 400 joined Dr. J. R. Green to welcome President Clinton to Fairfield County. Video coverage and pictures from the event are available on the district’s website: www.fairfield.k12.sc.us.



Alexis



Joshua



Natalie



Kelly



Fairfield County School District held its annual district level spelling bee competition. Each elementary school in the district was invited to send three winners to compete in the competition and one alternate. The top honors were earned by: 1st Place: 2nd Place: 3rd Place: 4th Place:



Alexis Hernandez, 4th Grade, FMSMS Joshua Green, 6th Grade, KMES Natalie Jackson, 6th Grade, KMES Kelly Veintimilla, 6th Grade, FES



Schools receive Palmetto Gold and Silver Awards The South Carolina Department of Education has released the winners of the Palmetto Gold and Silver Awards for 2014-2015. The Palmetto Gold and Silver Awards program recognizes schools for attaining high levels of general performances and for making substantial progress in closing the achievement gap between disaggregated groups. Geiger Elementary School and Fairfield Magnet School for Math and Science earned Gold awards for General Performance. Geiger earned a Silver award for Closing the Achievement Gap. “Geiger and the Magnet school are well deserving recipients of the award. They have continued to experience academic growth for the last several years,” Dr. J. R. Green said.



Dates To Remember



2016



Induction Gala & Dance March 24 & March 25: Inclement Weather Make-up Days March 28 - April 1: Spring Break (No School) April 13 - April 14: Report Cards Issued



Saturday, April 30th · 6:00 PM Fairfield Central High School Gymnasium Tickets can be purchased at the District Office



Black History Month Celebration



Marquavious Byrd (student) poses with staff from Allen University.



Gordon Odyssey Academy students participated in an African American Scavenger Hunt as part of their Black History Month Celebration. Students visited several historic locations around Columbia - the Township Auditorium, the first African American gas station in Columbia, the African American History Monument, located on the State House grounds, Allen University, Celia Saxon History, and Matilda Evans’ home, Harden Street Substation, etc. The visited areas were researched prior to the visit and teachers served as historians and tour guides, while students took notes to prepare for the assessment to determine the Scavenger Hunt winner.



Students pose in front of Township Auditorium.



The Elite Ladies of Fairfield County School District & the Griffins Bow Tie Club presents “A Night of Elegance”, Cotillion - Beautillion Ball, on Saturday, May 21st, in the Fairfield Central High School gymnasium. Tickets can be purchased from the District Office.



Fairfield County School District is home to many exciting activities for students today. Not the least of these is the foundation and sponsoring of the “Griffin Robotics – Team 5327,” which just completed its third season of competition at the Palmetto Regional competition in Myrtle Beach. A brief explanation of how the robotics season works might be in order to understand how significant this really is. In First Robotics Competition (FRC), the students have a six week timeframe to conceive, plan, build, test, and refine a robot before sealing it up and traveling to the competition. All teams must following specific electrical and mechanical guidelines, cost accounting guidelines and design rules to ensure that no one team has any advantage over another beyond experience. Each year the competition is different so there is no advantage to be gained



Griffin Robotics: Learning & Growing in the 21st Century here and no robot may be built in advance. Probably the greatest strength in FRC competition is the fact that while highly competitive, teams are willing and even glad to help one another. Indeed, our team has been the recipient of much assistance from a team from West Virginia this year and others in the past. As a result we have tried to provide aid when we can and this is one of the best lessons gained by our team members. If you aren’t aware, and you may not be, in our first season we captured the “Highest Rookie Seed” award at the Palmetto Regional in 2014, but you can only be a rookie once. The following year we had to take our lessons in a different way by having to overcome challenges with the weather and other situations and we did not fair nearly as well in the standings. The team was neither discouraged nor undaunted though, as we continued to grow while learning, practicing and simultaneously competing in our qualification matches. This brings us to our most recent venture in which we finished 35th out of 64 teams with a record of 5-3-0. One may ask, “What’s so great about finishing in the middle?” Let me begin by explaining that the students perform in a highly competitive environment against students from all backgrounds. Many of these teams have years of competition experience and traveled to the Palmetto Regional from as far away as Canada and Brazil to compete. These events challenge our students’ ability to learn and adapt to their environment, interacting collaboratively with students in alliances they have never met all while working with each other to achieve a common goal. Our successes are far greater than our record reflects considering this is only our third year of competition. Rest assured Fairfield County School District stakeholders can be proud of the record and the activities these students achieve each season; past, present, and future.



By Shawn Drake, Griffin Robotics Team Advisor



Mrs. Shirley Armstrong, Intake Specialist and Ms. Mahogany Cain, a student at Bettye Jeter, WorkKeys McCrorey Liston School of Instructor, were recognized Technology, will earned an at the Adult Education award for her dance entitled Celebration of Success “Frozen.” The South Carolina Luncheon for working in PTA will bestow an Award of Adult Education for 10 Excellence to Mahogany at an years. They received a awards ceremony on Saturday, Certificate of Appreciation April 16th at Goose Creek and a plaque. We are extremely proud of them and their High School in Goose Creek, continued commitment to serve the students enrolled in Mahogany Cain (front center) is pictured with friends from the dance routine. SC. Fairfield County Adult Education. Fairfield Middle School teachers Pictured are Dr. David Stout, State Adult Education Director, Mrs. Shirley Armstrong, Fairfield County Adult Education Intake Specialist, and Dr. Karla Dr. Rolando Curabo and Ms. Hawkins, Deputy Superintendent Division of Federal, State and Community Vanese Scott, along with Fairfield Resources (SC Department of Education). Elementary teacher Ms. Melissa Seel have been selected to attend the Science PLUS Institute this summer to attend classes at the Roper Mountain Science Center in Greenville. The Science PLUS Institute will provide intensive Pictured: Dr. Curabo and Ms. Scott training in science teaching methods and hands-on science activities. Teachers will receive science materials and supplies to duplicate the lessons they have learned. “Our teachers benefit greatly from these sessions. They will learn new skills, enhance content knowledge, and return to FCSD to share ideas with other teachers,” Superintendent Dr. J. R. Green said.



FMS Donors Choose Project Fully Funded Orchestra Director Katie Holaway proudly announced that Fairfield Middle School Orchestra's first Donors Choose project has been fully funded. “ We requested a classroom set of white boards with the music staff, as well as dry erase markers, so that we could practice identifying and notating notes and rhythms,” Holaway said. Founded in 2000 by a high school teacher in the Bronx, DonorsChoose.org empowers public school teachers from across the country to request much-needed materials and experiences for their students. bringing law, order, and stability to life in the Early Middle Ages. The goal of this project was to visually represent the interconnected parts of the Medieval Manor Village and demonstrate how that manor may be a model of sustainable living. The project included features of farm life such as the Lord’s mansion, serfs’ house, barn, garden area with crops, church, mill, and a water source. Students conducted oral reports to present their work. First graders have been developing research skills by learning about contributions to democracy. The students chose historic or political figures to learn about and completed a biography report, a Bottle Doll, or a biography quilt.



It’s All About Learning & Achieving Kelly Miller Elementary School (KMES) officials are extremely proud of their students and accomplishments. KMES was represented by four brilliant students in the Fairfield County School District Spelling Bee. Second and third place winners, Joshua Green and Natalie Jackson were supported by Michilae Herring, and Shu’Dynsty Crosby (alternate). First and second grade students and parents recently participated in Books and Breakfast, an annual event sponsored by Parent Liaison, Ms. Terry Olivera. The students and parents were treated to a southern breakfast and a wonderful book, Lily Brown’s Painting by Angela Lewis. Grade level teachers shared activities to enhance reading skills and demonstrated strategies that can be used while reading at home. KMES sixth grade students created aerial view mini-replicas of Medieval Manor Villages that illustrated the effectiveness of



Become a V.I.P. Virtually Become a Parent Informed District Office Auditorium (V.I.P.)



Friday, March 18 9:00-10:00 AM



Eric Litchfield, a University of South Carolina student majoring in education,  has received a Laura Muller Thomas Student Teacher Award from  The Dorothy B. and Lee M. Thomas Endowment Fund. This scholarship provides support for prospective teachers in or approaching the critical phase of teacher training known as student teacher. Litchfield retired from the U.S. Army in 2007 after serving in positions ranging from company First Sergeant to Engineer Platoon Sergeant, and then looked to fulfill one of his childhood dreams of becoming a teacher. He is in the student teacher phase and was recently placed at Fairfield Middle School for his full time internship placement. “My inspiration to be a teacher mostly comes from my own life goal, but also from the great impact of teachers I had in life,” said Litchfield. These awards are given to students based on academic performance and financial need who are from or will be teaching in Fairfield County. The award name honors the donor’s mother, who earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the USC College of Education. (Note Excerpt taken from Herald Independent)



65 Elementary students identified as Duke TIP scholars FCSD/FCHS recently hosted the Olde English Consortium Academic Challenge Regional Tournament for 25 elementary schools and 16 high schools, totaling over 850 students.



FCSD Superintendent, Dr. J. R. Green, greets over 70 OEC principals visiting Fairfield County School District



Jasper County School Boards tours Fairfield Career and Technology Center.



Fairfield Magnet School for Math and Science receives High Flying School Award



Students participate in EQUUS Film Festival South Carolina was the first stop on the tour of winning films for the EQUUS Film Festival from New York, and Fairfield County School District students played a large part in the success of the event. The festival took place in Camden on February 15-20, where 54 films were shown at the Little Theatre. FCHS Visual Art and Theatre students were in place to help with the activities. From face-painting on the Town Green to helping with the Literary Corner at Books on Broad, the students showed their skills and welcomed children to enjoy the Li’l Herc adventures. Li’l Herc, the young horse owned by Kopp-Moskow, is the character in a children’s book scheduled for release in September. His story is a tribute to having a positive spirit through a difficult childhood. The students involved in the Kids Fest are being considered for the initial reading and performance of the book in the fall according to EFFCamden organizer Julianne Neal. “Suzanne Kopp-Moskow has been so excited about our participation in the EQUUS Film Festival event and the Li’l Herc activities. Kay Kerr, author of Wild Horses of Corolla, called us about doing an elementary reading of her book leading up to the Literary Corner at Books on Broad, so Geiger was the perfect fit to host her in some of their classes. Suzanne Taylor, GES Media Specialist, was already partnering with us to provide the Literary Corner so she agreed to work with Kerr to bring her to the school as well. It was a great fit for the project.” The script writing and storyboard aspects of film support the ABC Project’s focus on Creative Writing as an art form and provide focus on writing in the arts.



Geiger’s Science Saturday ~ “All Hands on Deck” With an increasing focus on STEM related careers, Geiger Elementary sparked the interest in young budding scientists by hosting Geiger’s annual Science Saturday. “Each year the science fair is conducted where the great teachers of Geiger Elementary and parents rise to the challenge to offer a Science Saturday,” Principal Myra Bramlett said. Students were invited to come to the school from 10:30 AM -1:30 PM. They were able to type and print the information for their Science Fair Boards. Many students worked on their Science Projects while at school with the help of a teacher. “These students may be the next person to find a cure for cancer or find a solution for climate change,” Bramlett added.
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