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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Congregational Newsletter
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You Don’t Have a Problem A Look Inside



The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod From the March 2018 edition of The Spirit



Page 2 BCS Adult Fellowship Worship Services



During my formative years, my dad was the Executive Director for the Easter Seal Society of Washington. It no doubt shaped his values - and informed mine as well. Let’s just say he knew - and introduced to me - a great number of people who whose physical and mental challenges were not always easy to cope with.
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One such introduction was to Johnny Kemp - who was born without arms or legs. His parents were told he would be better off institutionalized. Dad convinced the Kemp family that Johnny could be fitted with artificial arms and legs and that he would do just fine. He became a life-long friend who went on to have a successful law firm - providing counsel to people with disabilities.
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Our Mission To equip servants who faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Matthew 28:19-20 Our Vision To be a faithful, active church reaching out to all with love by: - Encouraging spiritual growth; - Strengthening disciples; - Sending out servants following Jesus Christ.



Then there was Harold Wilke - who was born without arms. I remember the first time he sat at our family dinner table. Smoothly operating his knife and fork with his feet, he removed any doubt that he could do anything. You should have seen him pick out the correct paper denominations from his wallet when paying for a purchase. The stories go on, including my attendance at Easter Seal Camp with my dad where I witnessed kids my age readily do what I was unable to do given all my body parts. This background is important to understand the wisdom that dad shared with me the first time I got a dent in my first car. I was devastated. A friend sat on the hood and left an impression equal to her size. My day was ruined. More like my whole week was ruined. There was also the time I had my car window broken and my eight-track player and tapes were stolen. His response in both cases was the same, “Kirby if money can fix it, you don’t have a problem.” My dad taught me so much about perspective. How do you weigh the things in life that matter? He taught me wisdom – “The patient sorting out of what choices lead to life and what choices lead to death.” You can only imagine what my own girls have gone through. The first time my girls dented their cars you can be sure what words came out of my mouth. They may not be words filled with great empathy, but they are words filled with great truth. Life does present us with challenges that money can do nothing to fix. These are the challenges that really matter. These are the challenges that call us to place our faith in God. Johnny and Harold were both people of great faith. People who taught me that even when money can’t fix what you are facing, faith can make all the difference in the world. Faith moves people from being victims to survivors - teaching all of us to see the challenges of life as opportunities to grow in faith and lean sharply into the direction of life. Let us lean into this life together, knowing that God is leading.



ADULT FELLOWSHIP



BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN SCHOOL In March we will be continuing enrollment for fall 2018



The Adult Fellowship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church pro-



to our church, school, and surrounding community. Tell



gram for March will be a presentation by Twyla Lucas on



family, friends, and neighbors about the variety of clas-



her trip to Cambridge, London, and Dublin. Travel is a



ses we have to offer. Classes available are Preschool (3



great way to get to know our Christian brothers and sis-



years old) – Pre-K (4 years old) – Kindergarten (5 years



ters in other lands. Twyla will share her experiences with



old). Please call the school for more information at



pictures and anecdotes.



(360) 653-2882. We meet on March 13 at noon in the fellowship hall. Don’t feed the bears! For two weeks our preschool will



Come and enjoy good food, interesting programs, and of



be a den for a variety of bears. We will be learning



course great fellowship. The potluck menu is a great way



about different kinds of bears, we’ll go on a bear hunt,



to try some of the best recipes offered by our members.



and wrap up our unit with a Teddy Bear Picnic. If you



Bring your own plates, cups and silverware. We meet at



love bears, we dare you to stop in. It will be a GGGG-



noon the second Tuesday of each month. If you have



GRRRREAT adventure!!



some ideas on programs, let us know.



Jesus is Alive! The end of March gives us the opportuni-



Come out and join us and bring a friend.



ty to share, create and sing about new life and the story



For more information, contact John Natterstad (360) 659-



of Easter. He has risen!



8218 or Manuela Porter (206) 390-3119.



We are so richly blessed at BCS and thankful for each



and every one of our students and their families.



MARCH SERVIES



Sunday Worship Services March 2018 March 4



Celebration Service 8:30 AM Christian Education 9:45 AM Liturgical Service 11:00 AM



March 11



Celebration Service 8:30 AM Christian Education 9:45 AM Liturgical Service 11:00 AM



March 18



Celebration Service 8:30 AM Christian Education 9:45 AM Liturgical Service 11:00 AM



March 25



Palm Sunday Worship Service 2 10:00 AM (one service)



In Christ, Bethlehem Christian School Staff-



Mrs. Stephenson Mrs. Cunningham Mrs. Brunken Mrs. Hundley Mrs. Stevens Mrs. Norsworthy



Mrs. Boas Mrs. Muzzy Mrs. Campbell Mrs. McNett—Office Manager Mrs. Stadum—Director Grandma Sharon



CHRISTIAN SERVICE



ANNOUNJCEMNTS



The Christian Service Drive for LWR Baby Care Kit continues through April. Baby Care Kits are distributed as part of emergency and relief efforts and LWR health initiatives.



Easter Prayer Vigil Saturday, March 31st 6:00 PM to Easter Sunday, April 1st 7:00 AM Easter is coming and we are preparing for this great



Each kit contains one or more of the following items. You can help by contributing any item. 



event with our annual Easter Prayer vigil. This is an opportunity to extend your Easter experience with your prayers. We will have materials available to assist you. We will have the list of those who are on the prayer concerns. We need someone to host each hour. The prayer time is 15 minutes. You can sign up for more than one time. A sign up poster will be in the Narthex. If you have any questions, contact: John Natterstad—(360) 659-8218 or [email protected]



Happy Easter



        



lightweight cotton t-shirts - Sizes 6 to 24 months may be used long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, 36 up to 52 inches square cloth diapers, flat fold 22”x27” jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood knit baby cap Socks -Sizes 6-24 months hand towel, dark color recommended bath-size bars (up to 4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping large heavy safety pins or diaper pins



You may also donate funds to help purchase needed items and help ship kits. It costs about $.75 per pound to deliver a kit overseas. If you contribute, please make the checks out to BLC Women and note Christian Service on the memo



Soup Suppers 2018 @ 6:00 PM March 7 March 14 March 21



Church Council Wilcox Property BLC Celebration Band



line. There is a poster and donation box located in the fellowship. If you have questions you may contact Kathy Rousu or Donna Johnson. We meet the first Tuesday of the month from 9 AM-noon. We tie quilts and work on kits and other projects. We meet March 6th in the fellowship hall. Next meetings are April 3rd and May 1st. If you have a couple hours or just one, please join us. If you’re unable to come at this time and want to help with projects at home, let us know. If you want to sew items, we have patterns available.



Palm Sunday—10:00 AM Worship (one service) Maundy Thursday—7:00 PM Service Good Friday—7:00 PM Service Easter Sunday—9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
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Music Notes



by Jeremy Neufeld



A Call to Arts As we enter the season of Lent to journey to the cross, activities pick up pace here at Bethlehem. We add the Holden Evening services on Wednesdays preceded by the soup suppers, the Easter choir rehearses on Thursdays, and plans are being finalized for Holy Week services. As my mind switches from logistic to creative by pouring over music, visual art, liturgies, prayers, etc., I’m reminded of the beauty in our worship to God; beauty that He instilled in us when He created us, beauty that we strive to give back to Him as an offering of praise so that He alone is glorified. This is why I struggle to be creative and inventive each and every Sunday. God’s creation (including us) is the ultimate masterpiece, and He gave us the ability to see, understand, and create not as He did, but like He did. Throw in the legacy of musicians in my position like Bach, Haydn, and Brahms, and the pressure begins to mount. Even my lineage of teachers can be traced straight back to Beethoven himself – no sweat! But we all are creative and artistic. God made us all in His image and we each offer something to this church, this community, and this world that is beautiful. And we must. Generally, when a nation or culture is encouraged to rally behind an ideology or paradigm, it is known as a “call to arms,” reminiscent of historic defense or protection of borders and lands when all other options cease. Arts, one could argue, and art forms, have been coagulating culturally into a blob of mass-produced, mundane, and redundant appetizers that barely satisfy the senses. From advertising to theater to music to design and beyond, art in its uninspired opaqueness is against the wall. A call to arts, therefore, is a plea to every man, woman, and child, and to you, Bethlehem member, to embrace and encourage artistic development and creativity in your own lives. New art is needed! So many of you have already shared and improved your artistic and creative gifts by singing in choir or worship (vocal art), taking music lessons (performance art), sewing quilts (textile art), decorating the church (aesthetic art), maintaining the grounds (landscape art) and cooking for fellowship (culinary art). And yet I believe there is more you have to offer! Keep striving, creating, inventing, and making. Keep practicing, honing, improving, and learning. God called creation “good” not “good enough” and Jesus didn’t stop at his trial or punishment and say, “good enough.” No, he completed his journey to death and arose in order that we have life and freedom in him. Paul tells us that in Christ we are a new creation. Look for new ways to be inventive or creative both in your own lives and around church and revel in the beauty of both creation and the cross. One of my favorite books is Addicted to Mediocrity by Franky Schaeffer. I will leave you with this excerpt: You are tremendously free, you are the most free, for you have form on which to build your freedom, you know who you are, you know where your talent comes from, you know that you and your talent will live forever. You know that God has placed worth on you; you know creativity, unlike so many things in this fallen world, did not come from the Fall, but was something there with God before he created, with him when he created, and that he has given to man as his creature. It will be there in the new heavens and the new earth. Your creative talent, exercised and worked on in this life, is something you will take with you. Unlike money, or spiritual slogans, it is eternal. . . . The Christian life is full enjoyment of God himself, those around us (saved or not), and their talents. The Christian life exhibits a deepening appreciation of all God has made, a growing longing to understand and enjoy what is around us, and the desire to stand for those godly principles of life, beauty, truth, enjoyment and justice so clearly 4 given us in the Bible.



Sun



4 8:30 am Celebr atio n worship Service/ Sanctuary 9:45 am Chr istian Education/Gym 11:00 am Litur gical Worship Service/ Sanctuary 11 8:30 am Celebr atio n worship Service/ Sanctuary 9:45 am Chr istian Education/Gym 11:00 am Litur gical Worship Service/ Sanctuary 18 8:30 am Celebr atio n worship Service/ Sanctuary 9:45 am Chr istian Education/Gym 11:00 am Litur gical Worship Service/ Sanctuary



Mon



Tue



March 2018



Wed



5 6:30 pm Cub Sco uts 7:00 pm B oy Scouts/ Fellowship Hall 7:00 pm Endow m ent Committee/Fireside RM



6 9:00 am Ch r istian Service/Fellowship A 7:00 pm W o r ship Committee/Fireside RM 7:00 pm Pr op er ty & Grounds/Foyer



Thu



Fri



Sat



16 9:25 am S chool Chapel/Sanctuary



9 9:25 am School Chapel/Sanctuary



24 8:00 am Spiffing up Church & Grounds



17 9:00 am W ilcox property work party



10



3



15 7:15 am M en’s Bible Study/Bob’s Burger & Brew 9:30 am Altar Guild/Fireside RM/ Sanctuary 6:00pm B un ko for Children’s Hospital/ Fellowship A



23 9:25 am S chool Chapel/Sanctuary



31



2 9:25 am S chool Chapel/Sanctuary



22



30



1 7:15 am M en’s Bible Study/Bob’s Burger & Brew 7:00pm Choir R ehearsal/Sanctuary



29



Maundy Thursday Good Friday 8:00 AM Easter Breakfast 7:00 pm M aun dy 7:00 pm Good Fr iThursday Worship Ser- day Worship Service/ 6:30 PM Eastvice/Sanctuary Sanctuary er Prayer Vigil Starts



7 8 9:25, 9:45am, 7:00pm Choir R e12:45pm S chool hearsal/Sanctuary Chapels/Sanctuary 6:00pm So up Supper 7:00 pm Holden Pr ayer Service/Sanctuary 7:30 pm Celebr atio n Band Rehearsal



12 6:30 pm Cub Sco uts/ Gym 7:00 pm B oy Scouts/ Fellowship Hall A



19 6:30 pm Pr ayer Shawl/Youth Room 6:30 pm Cub Sco uts/ Gym 7:00 pm B oy Scouts/ Fellowship Hall A



27 7:00 pm Mar th a’s Circle/Fireside RM



28 9:25, 9:45am, 12:45pm S chool Chapels/Sanctuary 7:00 pm Choir R ehearsal



13 14 12:00 pm Adult Fel- 9:25, 9:45am, lowship/Fellowship A 12:45pm S chool 7:00 pm Chur ch Chapels/Sanctuary Council Meeting/ 4:30 pm S alvation Fireside RM Army Dinner/Kitchen 6:00pm So up Supper 7:00 pm Holden Pr ayer Service/Sanctuary 7:30 pm Celebr atio n Band Rehearsal 20 21 6:30 pm B LCW 9:25, 9:45am, Meeting/Fireside RM 12:45pm S chool Chapels/Sanctuary 4:00pm Eagle W ings Board Meeting/Fireside 6:00 pm So up Supper 7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer service 7:30 pm Celebr atio n Band Rehearsal



25 26 10:00 am Palm Su nday 6:30 pm Cub Sco uts/ Worship Service/ Gym Sanctuary (one service) 7:00 pm B oy Scouts/ Fellowship Hall A
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Meet Michael & Kristin Savidge Emmaline & Nicklaus Both Michael and Kristin’s families have Montana cattle ranching backgrounds. Kristin’s grandparents moved from their cattle ranch to Missoula, where they raised their family and where Kristin was born and raised. She was baptized and confirmed at Atonement Lutheran Church in Missoula where her family were active church members, and graduated from Big Sky High School. Her mother was a teacher and her father worked for a banking equipment company. Michael’s family’s ranch was in the northeast corner of Montana in a little town named Circle. He lived in Billings and went to school there, but every summer was spent working on the ranch in Circle. Michael was also baptized in the Lutheran Church. Both Michael & Kristin had one grandparent or great grandparent who immigrated from Norway. (Kristin is also Irish and Polish, and Michael is also German.) Michael and Kristin met when both were sophomores at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota. Michael had played ice hockey in high school and was a Division III recruit. Michael played on Concordia’s team for a short time, but then decided he needed to concentrate on his studies. He graduated with a degree in business, and Kristin graduated with a degree in education. They were married shortly after graduation. By then Michael’s parents had moved to northwest Washington, so without jobs yet, Mike and Kristin moved to the Seattle area.



Kristin has been a kindergarten or first grade teacher in the Marysville School District for twenty-five years; first at Sunnyside and Pinewood, and now at Grove Elementary, where she has been teaching kindergarten since Grove opened ten years ago. Michael worked for Boeing as a project manager, but now works for Jamco America, Inc. in Everett who sub -contract with Boeing. He is a project manager for designing and building airplane interiors, working mainly on first-class cabins for many different airlines around the world. His work requires him to travel to places such as Dubai, Ireland, Germany, Japan, China, etc. He oversees coordinating the different airlines’ ideas with designers, engineers, production and, Importantly, to see the work is finished by the deadlines. Kristin belongs to a book club and loves to read, mostly fiction. She is creative and loves home décor, incorporating Scandinavian styles into their home. They also own a small log cabin at Lake Riley near Arlington on land leased from the Sons of Norway shareholder land. The cabin is decorated totally in Scandinavian design. In the summer they frequently pile their family and their children’s friends into their van to head for a day at the lake; swimming, barbecuing, roasting marshmallows, etc. before returning home at night. Michael’s hobby is fly-fishing (catch and release), and he enjoys sitting on the edge of the lake not only fishing, but relaxing and enjoying nature. He also loves to read, and enjoys non-fiction, such as biographies. 6



Kristin and Michael have taken several trips to Europe together, including a trip to Italy to celebrate their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. Michael is an official/referee for youth ice hockey games. Kristin says their hobby time is mostly taken up by their children and their activities. Both Emmaline and Nicklaus were baptized at Bethlehem and attended preschool here, and Emmaline was confirmed here. She is a senior at the Bio-Med Academy at Marysville-Getchell High School. She is on the swim team, and this year was swim team captain, which was an especially exciting year as their swim team qualified for and participated in the District Swim Meet. Emmaline also is active in theater at her school, acting in musicals. In addition, she loves researching, designing, and making costumes used in the plays. Every year she and her mother pick one of the Seattle-area theaters whose upcoming shows they most want to see, to purchase season tickets and attend the plays together. Emmaline also loves to read. This fall Emmaline will attend her parents’ alma mater, Concordia College, with a Presidential Scholarship and as a pre-med major. She also has applied for a theater scholarship in costume design as she loves the creative outlet. Nicklaus is an eighth-grader at Marysville Middle School, and attends Bethlehem’s current confirmation class. He has explored playing the saxophone, clarinet, and drums, but no longer does. He has played ice hockey since he was four years old, most frequently in a defensive position. This year he has been playing in a league that travels most weekends to Canada. When he isn’t playing, he gets paid to referee hockey games for teams with younger players. Nicklaus’ hobby is technology. He helped at Vacation Bible School this summer making daily video clips that were shown to the students each next day, and he put together the VBS video program that was shown to the congregation. Their family has been very active at Bethlehem through the years, serving as acolytes, helping with Salvation Army dinners, in the church kitchen, Sunday morning hospitality, and teaching Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. Kristin is presently secretary of our church council, For several years, Mike was the soundboard technician for the worship services, before turning it over to Ron Muller. They serve with grace and an infectious enthusiasm.



Interviewed by Zorah Pihl
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ethlehem Lutheran Church 7215 51st Ave. NE Marysville, WA 98270-4033



CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED



Bethlehem Lutheran Church, ELCA



Church Staff



Church Office: 360-659-2022 Fax: 360-651-2772 www.blcmarysville.com



Pastor Mike Swain, Interim Pastor



Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office Hours



Beth Hansen, Office Coordinator, [email protected] Butch Martin, Bookkeeper [email protected]



9:00 AM—3:30 AM



Jeremy Neufeld, Director of Music Ministries [email protected]



Please join us in a community Easter Breakfast Saturday, March 31 from 8:00 AM—11:45 AM in the Fellowship hall. We are also looking for volunteers to help set up, cook, wash dishes, service, and clean up. If you have questions please see Joe Finke.



Bethlehem Christian School



Kelly Stadum, School Director [email protected] | (360) 653-2882 | www.blcmarysville.com Sandy McNett, Office Manager [email protected]



Church Council President—Karl Kloster Vice President— Secretary—Kristin Savidge Treasurer—Pam Foote Administration Rep.—Charisse Collins Worship—Jason Vallem



Education Rep.—Mary Muller Fellowship Rep.—Justin Foslien Outreach Rep.—Wade Faries Facilities Rep.—Curtis Rashell Financial Secretary—Twyla Lucas



Come be a part of the annual spiffing up the church and church grounds spring cleaning 8 March 24, at 9:00 AM. See you there!
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