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Epoka University Department of Political Science and International Relations Master’s Studies in political science and international relations and European studies Master’s degrees in political science and international relations and European studies Epoka University’s Department of Political Science and International Relations awards university degrees by providing advanced academic training to students and by promoting research at the highest level. It welcomes students who wish to study for the fully compliant programme with the requirements of the higher education in Albania as well as with the Europe’s Bologna process and European Credit Transfer System. It provides three degree programs at the Master’s level in the field of political science and international relations and European studies: 1. Master of Science (MSc) in political science and international relations; 2. Master of Science (MSc) in European studies and 3. Professional Master in political science and international relations. Master of Science lasts 2 years while the Professional Master degree is awarded in one year. Two-year Master of Science degree program (120 credits) runs for 2 years, admitting students who have a three-year Bachelor’s degree. It includes 4 semesters with 3 semesters of study and the fourth semester for writing of the Master thesis. One-year Professional Master degree program (60 credits) runs for 10 months, admitting students who have a three-year Bachelor’s degree. It includes two semesters, and the thesis is written in the second semester. The programs are approved and accredited by the Ministry of Education and Sports of the Republic of Albania.
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Why a Master’s degree? Today’s societies face great macro-structural changes. One development, among others, is of central importance: the emergence of new forms of governance within state and society. There is an increased demand for innovative problem solving across all sectors. Facing these challenges, future leaders from all countries and societies, dealing with public affairs in state administration, in business and in civil society need to be better educated and trained. Epoka University’s Department of Political Science and International Relations devotes itself to this task. The University’s location in Tirana, Albania, means that students and researchers are only a short distance away from an extraordinary range of opportunities, many of them tailored to suit the interests of the students and professionals. The research and studying is at the centre of multicultural setting, increasing intercultural understanding among peoples, and better quality in higher education. The Department aims to train highly skilled leaders.



Training a new kind of leaders With its existence the Department of Political Sciences and International Relations sets standards: in academic organisation, in content and quality of teaching, and not least in collaboration with society. Only a short period of time is required to effect great change in this day and age. The Department equips people with the skills they need to deal with contemporary issues. The Department provides its students with qualifications needed in the increasingly interlinked world. Department graduates find career opportunities at home and abroad in the private as well as the public sector, particularly in organizations affiliated with the United Nations and the European Union, in the ministries, in universities and the media, and in private companies. As this range of career options indicates, the Department’s educational philosophy is to provide students with intellectual depth and with the necessary tools to think independently, to question and criticize, engage in collaborative work and be open-minded about alternative points of view. The Department has therefore adopted an interdisciplinary perspective and a multidimensional approach to the accumulation of knowledge.



Academic program The academic program covers major subfields in the discipline: comparative politics, international relations, public administration and political theory.The Department’s main objective is to provide a
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balanced education committed to diversity. In addition to courses that orient them to the field, students are given the opportunity to conduct extensive research on contemporary issues such as the European Union, political economy, democratization, human rights, gender and identity politics. Some of the main modules are Academic Reading and Writing, Economic and Political Integration and EU, Nationalism and Ethnic Studies, Issues in Political Theory, Human Rights and Humanitarian Interventions, Political Theories, and several other subjects included in a pool of elective courses. Modules in both programs are conducted during the first three semesters in MSc and the first semester in PM. The last semester of both degrees is devoted to thesis preparation.Beside English being the language of instruction, international academic staff also brings further quality to these two master programs.



Epoka University’s platforms, such as forums, talks, lectures and symposia offers ample space for scientific exchange and the transfer of knowledge into politics and to the broader public. Using a multidisciplinary curriculum that emphasizes research methods drawn from economics and the social sciences, students and faculty examine a wide range of international and national policy issues.



Timing of classes From 1800 to 2100 hours during the week days.



Admission requirements to Master’s degree programs 1. To hold a three year Bachelor Degree from a recognized university. 2. Proficiency in English. The language of instruction at Epoka University is English. Applicants must demonstrate proficiency in English by submitting standardized English language test scores. Candidates whose first language is English or who have studied in English in their high school or University are exempt from this requirement.
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Tuition Fees Tuition Fee for Master’s degree programs is 1950 euro per year, payable in two semesters. • Master of Science (in total if completed on time): 3900 Euro. • Professional Master (in total if completed on time): 1950 Euro.



Scholarships The Department is committed to attract talented master students from Albania and from abroad and for this purpose, it may also award scholarships to master students. Please check with the Admissions Office.



How to apply Application consists of online application to be made at the following link: http://easapp.epoka.edu.al/apply.



Once the online application is made, the applicant is required to submit the following documents to the Admission Office of the Epoka University: 1. A notarized copy of the undergraduate diploma (or an original document attesting the graduation) (If not in Albanian and English Languages, a notarized Albanian and English translation is required). 2. An official transcript of the undergraduate studies (If not in Albanian and English Languages, a notarized Albanian and English translation is required). 3. If the candidate has graduated from an institution outside Albania, a notarized copy of the convalidation of the undergraduate studies diploma (A notarized English translation is required). Note: The Epoka University will assist the applicant in obtaining the convalidation of its diploma. 4. English Certificate: TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC, Cambridge ESOL, Michigan-Test, PTE General, or Epoka English Proficiency Exam.
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5. Curriculum Vitae –CV. 6. A copy of the identity document (for international students notarized copy of passport). 7. Letter of motivation (optional). 8. Reference letters (optional).



Application deadline 20 October 2016.



Start of classes 24 October 2016.



Important tasks Apply online. Submit the required documents. Admission confirmation. Selection of courses. Start of classes.



Background to Epoka University Epoka University was founded in 2007-2008, being one of the non-public/private universities founded under the Albanian Higher Education Act to provide a higher education system for Albanian and international students. Epoka University’s student body is composed of around 1,600 students, of whom around 10% are international students. Each year it enrolls 400-500 new students. Epoka has 11 programs linked
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with 7 departments that operate under two faculties: Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences and the Faculty of Architecture and Engineering. Epoka University offers education in three study cycles, including Bachelor, Master of Sciences, Professional Master, integrated second cycle and PhD study programs. Epoka has declared a specific mission in its Strategic Plan, aiming to provide education, research and contribution to the society, while reflecting both national priorities and international standards. The language of all study programs is in English, with the exception of the Bachelor study program in Banking and Finance being in Albanian.Epoka University is ranked the first university among other universities in Albania according to webometrics.info.
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