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Proverbs 16:9 says, “The heart of a man plans his way, but the Lord determines his steps.” Under most circumstances, I’d like to be able to say that I can hold my plans with an open hand. However, over the past several months, I have frequently been challenged in this regard. A few months ago, a group of us (six women, including me) decided to look for a house for the following year so that we could all live together. Starting at the beginning of April, we looked at several places, then found an ad for a place that we knew we wanted to take. When we showed up for our appointment to see it, we discovered that it had already been rented.



New roomies! Clockwise from upper left: Jenn, Beth, me, Shannon and Danielle Shortly thereafter, we set up an appointment with the own- (Natsuki, bottom left, is back in Japan.) The ers of another house, only to find out the morning of the appointfive of us plus another girl, Katie, will be ment that that house, too, had been rented. We then pursued anmoving into our new place on June 1! Jenn other house, this time going through a long, drawn out process and and Shannon have been interns on my staff coming right up to the point of signing a lease before learning that team this year, and Danielle, Beth, and Katie are all current or former students involved (despite what we had been told) that house, too, was unavailable. with the ministry at UNH. At the fourth house we had “decided” on, we were about to give a



security deposit when the owner tried to increase the rent at the last minute, turning around and yelling at us (and nearly bringing one girl to tears) when we objected. (We decided that that was not going to be a good situation.) In the midst of all of this, my summer plans were also up in the air. Back in November, I planned to lead a group of students to Kazakhstan this summer for a missions project. That fell through. Then, I got permission to help staff a different project, this time one focused on reaching international students in Birmingham, England. That fell through, too. Long after I expected to have things squared away, I was still in limbo. And to me, it felt like I was on an emotional rollercoaster. Now, normally, I like rollercoasters (with the exception of one I went on years ago that felt like it was going to fall apart.) But that’s because with a normal, modern rollercoaster, it’s easy enough for me to believe that the engineers and operators have been responsible and know what they’re doing. When I don’t trust the structure beneath me, the ride is not fun— not in the least. Eventually, the spiritual parallels became clear to me, and I realized that in the process of waiting for these things to be resolved, I was struggling to believe that God had my good in mind. It was tempting to believe that He just wanted me to suffer. Really, I was debating whether God was more like a good, modern rollercoaster or one that was no longer reliable… one that was going to fall apart on me at the worst possible moment. With one week left to sign a lease for the summer (talk about crunch time), we did find a place to live— a great duplex that is owned by a couple that attends my church here in NH. That same day, God also provided a housing situation for my summer assignment: working in our regional office in Boston.



Praises and prayer: ♦ ♦ ♦



Praise: I have a place to live! Thank you so much for praying for my housing situation. (The new address is below) Prayer: That I would be efficient and effective in my work in the regional office this summer Praise/prayer: 9 UNH students are going on missions trips this summer! Please pray for their growth, their safety, and their outreach.



It’s not the way I would have chosen for things to happen, but I do believe that it was what God wanted. I’m grateful that God showed me what was really going on in my heart deep down. It’s powerful to realize that He is still committed to me, even when I’m slow to learn and trust. Thanks so much for your partnership along this “ride” of life and ministry! I appreciate you so much, and I sincerely hope you are well.



Claire Angus · 36B Chapel St · Dover NH 03830 · (603) 498-4174 · [email protected] Campus Crusade for Christ: http://www.ccci.org · Online Donations: http://give.ccci.org/give/0564022
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