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The Official Monthly Publication of Gun Owners’ Action League - Protecting Your Freedom Since 1975 Dedicated to Education, Safety, Training, and Support of Massachusetts Firearms Owners



GOAL Faces the Future with New Challenges and Exciting Changes 4/24/12 GOAL would like to share some exiting news with our members. In recent years the overwhelming support of our members has caused unprecedented growth. In the past four years the GOAL membership has grown by twenty percent. As with any organization, or business, growth comes with new management challenges. Several months ago the GOAL Board began to develop a plan that would allow GOAL to grow and continue to be one of the most respected state of the art Second Amendment organizations in the country. Within the last month we have been implementing the first steps of a long range plan to carry us into a bright future. The first exciting step is that the GOAL organization has moved into a new modern facility. The new GOAL Headquarters is located at 361 West Main Street in Northborough. This building is handicap accessible, complete with a new classroom. With the moving of GOAL into a new facility we will continue to work to reform the Commonwealth’s gun laws. It is also our plan



now – GOAL News Print Edition. While electronic means of communication are growing exponentially, there is still a substantial call for printed material. GOAL will continue to send out a printed version of the GOAL News Print Edition to any member who wants it. We will also be putting the paper online for those who prefer to read it that way. 100% GOAL clubs are still welcome to publish their newsletter in our publication free of charge. Our own publication will also allow us to take in advertising revenue which we never received in the past. We hope the membership will be patient while we develop this printed publication as it may take some time to develop our style and content.



media style news. The Outdoor Message is a separate company and Continued on page 14 the cost to GOAL for publishing our news has grown to approximately GOAL Board of Directors $84,000 a year. Another serious Election Results. concern with using an outside vendor was the lack of editorial control. The next part of the changes regards Further, GOAL did not receive any the printed version of GOAL news. of the advertising revenue. For these For many years GOAL has utilized and other reasons, GOAL has begun The Outdoor Message newspaper publishing its own printed news to provide our members with print source which you are reading right to focus on adult firearm education. Now that GOAL’s new facility is up and running, Jon Green will continue to offer the same roster, if not more, of classes he has taught in the past.



Join GOAL! Gun Owners’ Action League is the official state firearms association in Massachusetts. We are an association of law-abiding citizens who believe in the basic right of firearms ownership for competition, recreation and self-protection. Every intrusion on our gun rights is an intrusion on all rights. The Constitutional rights and freedoms that you enjoy - and may take for granted - are becoming more fragile each day. Secure your rights for yourself, your family and future generations. Join GOAL and become part of the solution today.



Eddie Eagle Day at St. Thomas Aquinas School



This newspaper is made possible by the membership of GOAL and their generous donations. If you found this paper helpful please Join - Support - Donate to GOAL. Join online at www.goal.org/joingoal.html



On Friday, March 30, Margaret O’Brien, 15, conducted the Eddie Eagle gun safety program at St. Thomas Aquinas School in West Warren, MA. Eddie Eagle is a program to teach elementary school



Congratulations to our newly elected board members! As is required by Article VII Section 7 of the GOAL Bylaws I am hereby notifying you of the results of the recent election for members of the Board of Directors. Ballot Counting Chairperson Lynne Roberts and 6 volunteers, none of whom were seeking election at this time, conducted the tabulations at the GOAL Corporate Headquarters on April 11, 2012. There was a total of 1075 ballots received of which 2 were disqualified because too many names were checked off and 2 were rejected because they were not on the proper ballot form. The following listing is in ranking order and contains the total certified number of votes cast for each individual.



children what to do if they encounter a gun. About 20 of the children from St. Thomas Aquinas participated. Initially, the many definitions of safety were discussed and then the children watched a short video starring Eddie Eagle. Together, they learned the four basic rules of gun safety for children- Stop, Don’t Touch, Leave the Area, Tell an Adult. Using these rules as a guide, the participants acted out skits regarding what they or a friend would do if they came across a gun. Half way through the program, Eddie Eagle himself flew in and performed the Eddie dance which reinforced the four steps of gun safety for youth. Eddie went around and took pictures with each of the children and, before long, everyone was doing the Eddie dance and enthusiastically reciting, “Stop, Don’t Touch, Leave the Area, Tell an Adult!” By the end



• Jay Beard 880 • Steve Moysey 868 • Wendy Parsons 776 • *Mike Donnelly 752 • *Don Kusser 747 • Joe Currie 724 • Michael Anthony 720 • Jim Finnerty 611 Write in votes: G.Ministeri4,  J. Candage, M.Sweeney, L.Crow, & D. Crow received 2 votes each. H. Vandoloski, R.Cooper and M.Yacino received one vote each.



Continued on Page 14
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Print Edition



GOAL News - Print Edition is the Official Journal of Gun Owners’ Action League. GOAL is the official state association of the National Rifle Association.



GOAL is dedicated to education, safety, training and support of Massachusetts Firearms Owners. Since 1975, GOAL has represented the interests of the law abiding citizens of Massacusetts.
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James Wallace, Executive Director GOAL Board of Directors President: Jay Beard 1st Vice President: Lynne Roberts 2nd Vice President: David Tetzloff Treasurer: Lynne Roberts Secretary: Christopher Siano Term up in 2014 Ross Schacher Steve Moysey Wendy Parsons Joe Currie Michael Anthony Jim Finnerty Term up in 2013 David LaRosa John Beaumont Peter McBride John Sklenak Gary Wilk Mark Jester



GOAL presents Women On Target events all over Massachusetts. These events are designed to introduce women ages 16 and beyond to the enjoyment of the shooting sports. Guests will learn about firearm safety and proper shooting fundamentals in a non-competitive relaxed atmosphere. Guests will also participate in a seminar on Massachusetts firearms law, and will receive a Massachusetts Basic Firearm Safety certificate allowing them to apply for a Firearms Identification Card or Class “A” or “B” License to Carry Firearms. You do not need any previous firearms experience to participate in and have a great time at these seminars. Don’t miss the fun, sign up today! Contact Angela Fisher 508-393-5333 x20 or e-mail angelafisher@ goal.org to sign up for a Women On Target Event or visit www.goal.org/ training/women_on_target.html for more info and the schedule of events. Partial Schedule: June 2, 2012 Millis MA- Fin Fur Feather Club - Register with Mary Verner (see link for info) June 23, 2012 Maynard MA - Maynard Rod & Gun Club - Register with GOAL - Angela Fisher June 30, 2012 Palmer MA - Nenameseck Sportsmen’s Club - Register with GOAL - Angela Fisher



Gun Owners’ Action League - GOAL News “Print Edition” is published July 8, 2012 Lunenburg MA - North Leominster Rod & Gun - Registration monthly and provided as a membership benefit to all classes of member- TBA ship who wish to receive it. Submissions of original works are welcomed. However the editor reserves the right to reject or appropriately edit any submitted material. Reprint permission is granted provided that appropriate credit is given in the form of the statement: “Reprinted from GOAL News Print Edition”. Advertisers should contact Mike Sweeney GOAL Communications Manager at 508-393-5333 or [email protected] for rates and information. Gun Owners’ Action League PO Box 567/561 W. Main St. Northboro, MA. 01532 Phone: 508-393-5333 Fax: 508-393-5222 http://www.goal.org General e-mail [email protected] News/Communications/Web e-mail: [email protected] Training/Education e-mail: [email protected] Membership/Club e-mail: [email protected]
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Common Defense Bill



Thank you again Senator Brewer, simply remove the statutory restricyou are a good person trying to pro- tions on the use of crossbows for It is certainly not news to anyone hunting purposes. The bill would tect our civil rights. that GOAL’s Common Defense bill, then allow the MA Division of S.661, has come under attack since Misc Bills Fisheries and Wildlife to regulate the Martin/Zimmerman incident H.3700 “An Act Relative to the Li- their use as they do with other arwas hyped up and turned into a mecensing of Firearms for Persons 70 chery equipment. The bill has been dia frenzy. Years of Age or Older” filed by Rep. released by the Joint Committee Our good friend Senator Stephen Pignatelli. This bill simply clarifies of Natural Resources with a favorBrewer who has been the sponsor that persons age 70 or older do not able recommendation and could of this legislation for 3 consecutive have to pay a renewal fee for their come up for a vote in the House at sessions got caught up in this mess. firearm license. The problem is that any time. The new bill number is The media and those who oppose the current law states “over 70” and H.3942. our right to self defense have un- some licensing authorities are inSECTION 1. Section 64 of Chapfairly attacked S.661 and the Senator terpreting that as meaning 71. The ter 131 of the General Laws for sponsoring it. It always amazes legislation has passed the House is hereby amended by strikme when our opposition takes ad- and currently resides in the Senate ing, in the title, the word “bows.” vantage of situations like the one in Clerk’s office and has not been asFlorida to equate a piece of legisla- signed a senate committee. SECTION 2. Said section 64 is tion that would recognize our natuSECTION 1. Section 131 of chapter hereby further amended by strikral right of self defense to street gun 140 of the General Laws, as amended ing the words “or any crossbow.” violence. GOAL members owe the by section 3 of chapter 466 of the acts good Senator a debt of gratitude for of 2010, is hereby amended by strik- SECTION 3. Section 69 of Chapstanding his ground and supporting ing out, in line 267, the words “over ter 131 is hereby amended by our civil rights. the age of 70” and inserting in place deleting it in its entirety and As for the Martin/Zimmerman inci- thereof the following words:- 70 years replacing it with the following:dent itself, there are several very im- of age or older. Chapter 131, Section 69. A person portant things we have learned thus H.2400 “An Act Relative to Youth shall not carry or use a bow and arfar. The first is that no one I have Hunting Programs” filed by Rep. row or crossbow while hunting unless spoken to can attest to what exactly Anne Gobi. The portion of this bill said bow and arrow or crossbow meet happened between the two men. All dealing with reducing the cost of such requirements as may be set by we know for sure is one person is FID cards for those under 18 years rules and regulations which the direcdead and the other has had his life old was taken care of in last year’s tor is hereby authorized to promuldestroyed and is facing prosecution. state budget. The remaining part gate. Such rules and regulations shall One thing we do know; the media of the legislation that would reduce prescribe general design, weight of fabricated and creatively edited the the application age to 14 years old is pull, and type of bows and arrows or evidence it presented to the general still of vital importance and is becrossbows, and shall conform to stanpublic. Their bias and greed for at- ing held in the House Committee dards generally accepted for hunting tention caused a national uproar on Ways & Means. There has been purposes. as the edited 911 tapes it presented no reason why this part of the legwere doctored to make it appear islation is being held up, but GOAL A version of the Sunday hunting that Zimmerman was a racist out has been working with Rep. Stephen legislation has been released by the looking for trouble. The grossly ir- Kulik, the Vice Chair of that com- Joint Committee on Natural Reresponsible manner in which the mittee to find a resolution that will sources with a favorable recommenmedia acted actually placed more bring the remainder of the bill to dation. The legislation, as redrafted, would allow the MA Division of people in danger as protests broke the floor for a vote. Fisheries and Wildlife to establish and threats against Zimmerman’s SECTION 1. Section 129B of Chaphunting on Sundays for archery life came from radical groups seekter 140 shall be amended by deleting only. We don’t yet have a new bill ing phony “justice”. If we, the citisubparagraph (v) of paragraph (1) number for this legislation. zen’s, ever needed any proof that the and inserting in its place the followgeneral media is no longer worthy ing: (v) is at the time of the applica- The bulk of GOAL’s other legislation of our trust we certainly have it now. tion less than 14 years of age; provid- pertaining to reforming the ComPerhaps the greatest irony in this ing said card shall not be issued until monwealth’s incomprehensible gun entire event is the way certain poli- the applicant reaches the age of 15. laws are still stuck in the Committee on Public Safety and Security. ticians and media people jumped to persecute Zimmerman without SECTION 2. Section 129B of ChapRenewal Delays knowing the evidence. This actual- ter 140 shall be amended by deleting ly proves that we need the Common in subparagraph (vi) of paragraph Many members continue to conDefense bill more than ever. We (1) the following: “at the time of tact the GOAL office with firearm don’t know if Zimmerman is guilty the application more than 15 but” license renewal problems. It is not uncommon for members to tell or not, but as it relates to this type of incident GOAL’s bill only seeks to SECTION 3. Section 129B of Chap- us they have been waiting several establish protections for lawful citi- ter 140 shall be amended by deleting months for their renewals to be zens who find themselves in a life or paragraph (10) and inserting in its completed. Some are actually being place the following: (10) Any person told by their local licensing authorideath self defense situation. under the age of 18 and 70 years of ties that they would have to wait for Unfortunately, one of the things age or older shall be exempt from the that long simply to get an appointlawful gun owners need protection requirement of paying a fee for a fire- ment to start the process. This issue from most of all is a biased persehas continued to be a challenge to arm identification card. cution style media. Short of takresolve especially dealing with a less ing away the freedom of the press, H.1135 “An Act Relative to the Use than sympathetic administration. I don’t think there is any legislation of Crossbows” filed by Rep. Don We faced similar problems during Humason. This legislation would that is going to fix that. the Romney administration, but



we were able to resolve the problem with legislative and administrative fixes. With the latest problem we are not able to do either. To make matters worse the local authorities are placing blame on the state and the state is reciprocating and blaming the locals. While GOAL wades through the bureaucracy and attempts to find a solution I would remind everyone that the statutory 90 day grace period is only valid if you have started the application process prior to your expiration date. If need be, simply inform the local licensing agent that you need a receipt of sorts that proves you have attempted to begin the process. Most local authorities probably won’t know what you’re a referring to so just in case I have included the language from the statute so you can cut it out and bring it with you. 90 Day Grace Period Statute Chapter 140, Section 131(i) A license to carry or possess firearms shall be valid, unless revoked or suspended, for a period of not more than 6 years from the date of issue and shall expire on the anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth occurring not less than 5 years but not more than 6 years from the date of issue, except that if the licensee applied for renewal before the license expired, the license shall remain valid for a period of 90 days beyond the stated expiration date on the license, unless the application for renewal is denied if the licensee is on active duty with the armed forces of the United States on the expiration date of his license, the license shall remain valid until the licensee
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From the President



Once again, as we have many times in the past, GOAL is growing and excelling in how we communicate with our members and respond to political and social actions around us. Just this past month GOAL moved into a newer modern facility just a few minutes away from our old headquarters. The new building has access to more modern electronic communication capacities allowing us to continue to serve our members better in that capacity.



As a long time GOAL member I have witnessed throughout the years the many changes in how our great organization has gone through. I can remember the early days when fighting political battles that phone trees and mimeographed copies were what we had to work with. Now we are communicating with our members through nearly instantaneous email speeds, text messages and other means that fit in the It also has a modern first floor classpalm of your hand. room that will allow Jon Green, The speed of politics has followed GOAL’s Director of Education and all of these milestone communica- Training, to continue offering a vartion changes. Today things can hap- ied roster of training courses that pen in minutes. There have been cover basic to advanced. GOAL’s several occasions in just the last education roster at the new facility year or two when an alert would will mainly focus on adult firearm be emailed from our lobbyist, on safety training. a handheld phone, to GOAL staff At the Annual Meeting of the Board would then send it to our members of Directors the new GOAL Board who would then in return contact and Officers reached out to The their legislators. All of this can now GOAL Foundation Board and inhappen literally within minutes. vited them to meet in June to disGOAL is proud to have been, and cuss how we can work together. continue to be, the leader in how It is our hope that GOAL and the state level organizations adapt to Foundation can continue to work and prosper in the ever changing together to further the cause of gun
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By Dr. Steve Moysey



Not Your Grandfather’s Second Amendment Organization world of communication and politics. It is partly because of this ability that we have been able to grow to become one of the top NRA state associations in the country.
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Patriot Games



News and Notes from GOAL Board of Directors President Jay Beard



First, let me say how honored I am to have been newly elected as GOAL’s President. As one of the nation’s leading state associations in the country it is a great privilege to serve the gun owners and sportsmen of the Commonwealth.



May 2012



Why I love America



owners in Massachusetts. The GOAL Foundation has a great opportunity to utilize their facility to focus on the vast needs of youth education and programs. It is a testament to the support of our members and the abilities of our organization that we have been able to expand our footprint in the Second Amendment battle so quickly.



Before I launch into my first column for GOAL, I have a few things I need to confess to as both a writer and a proud American.



As we move forward in the next year, all of the Board members look forward to working together. We are pleased to have several newly elected Board members. We look forward to them bringing their energy and excitement for Second Amendment Rights to the organization. As such, it is our plan to create more fundraising events that involve simply having family fun at the range. There is no better way to help our organization to succeed by doing what we all enjoy.



I have to say I was a bit disappointed when the Green Card arrived – as it was pink, not green. Oh well.



his apartment building. He called his neighbors and they gathered together to go outside and defend their homes from the looters and arsonists in the mob. They faced that crowd with nothing more than baseball bats, pots and pans, and pieces of piping as they had no other means of protection.



I was not born an American; I became one by choice after living here for several years.



So, I take this freedom to defend my family and my home very seriously, as this is a right that some politicians would take away from me. That’s why, as lawful gun owners, we must be on our guard to watch for any backdoor efforts to make the 2nd amendment defunct. It would only take a couple of liberal Supreme Court appointments to jeopardize what we have today and, should the current Democratic resident of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue be returned there in November, this is not outside the realm of political possibility.



I came to the USA - legally I am happy to say - in August of 1993 from the UK with a two year assignment laid out for me. One year into the assignment, I was asked to stay for an extra year, to which I happily agreed! The process of getting a Green Card then took place and I became a Resident Alien – an expression I still find weird today.



would like to thank everyone for the tremendous outpouring of support for the new exciting changes and look forward to continuing our momentum in protecting and restoring our firearms rights and heritage in the Commonwealth. Thank you all! From GOAL President Jay Beard on behalf of the GOAL Board



Jay’s GOAL email address: jayOn behalf of the GOAL Board, I [email protected]



I agreed to stay on longer as I had fallen in love with New England and the people who live here. Sure, New Englanders – specifically Bostonians – are nothing like the folks I left back home in the south of England. Their speech patterns were clipped – even to the point of sounding rude and offensive to my English ears. They used strange expressions and, sometimes, looked at me in horror when I spoke like a Brit and used my expressions. It did not take long for me to find out the truth behind the phrase “two nations divided by a common language.” But, I fell in love with the clear delineation of the seasons: Fall into winter, winter into spring and into summer. I fell in love with the New England coastline, its forests and pretty towns. All so different, yet in some way recognizable, to the land I had left behind. I also fell in love with the woman who would become my wife, but that’s another story. Aside from language, food, customs and cars, the major element that tugged at my emotions about contemplating becoming an American was one simple factor. Freedom. Americans enjoy more freedoms and rights than any other civilized nation on the planet. Freedom of speech. Freedom of the press, and of assembly and religion. Like a fish swimming in water, many Americans are just used to these and take them for granted – I jumped into the fish tank, having seen many of these freedoms eroded or taken away in my home country.



When it comes to the 2nd amendment, let us not forget that the Mainstream Media is not our friend, along with other so-called civil rights and lobbyist groups who would also see us disarmed. I love this country and I love the rights and freedoms we enjoy, but I will never take them for granted. This country faces many challenges and threats to its current status, both foreign and domestic, but the one thing that will keep this country It was sobering for me to be chat- great is the American people, our ting online with a friend in London love of freedom and our intolerance last summer at the height of the of tyranny. street riots that destroyed millions Why comply with this I hear you of pounds worth of property and Didn’t some Brit by the name of burned many people out of their George find that out at Concord ask? homes and businesses. He was wor- and Lexington? Because the serial number and type ried, as a mob was gathering outside of each handgun had to be on the license holders firearms license and recorded with the police. They knew ahead of time what you owned and, as such, the ban became a confiscation, leaving British gun owners with muzzle loading pistols as their We concentrate in civil litigation representing closely held businesses only available handgun. Even tarincluding negotiation and court appearances in matters involving real get pistols - and the sport of target estate, business, contracts and environmental disputes. shooting - are effectively banned in We also concentrate in representing individuals and families in trust the UK – except for special events and probate (estate) litigation and administration and personal injury like the 2012 Olympics. The UK claims. team had to travel overseas to train, We adivse small businesses, clubs and associations regarding as they were not allowed to keep compliance with regulations, risk management, employment and their guns at home. related issues. ing been around firearms for a large portion of my adult life, I had seen the rights of UK gun owners whittled away by legislators determined to disarm the British people. Want to own a handgun in the UK? Sorry, they are outlawed and, by the way, when they became banned owners had two weeks to hand them to the police.



only the police and the people that protect the politicians having the right to bear arms. But, in saying this I leave out the criminals who pay no heed to “legal” gun ownership.



Edward George& Associates



Brits can own a shotgun, but good luck getting a permit unless you live on a farm.



So, while many of my American friends raise an eyebrow when I say I feel gun ownership is a privilege, not a right, they need to know why I feel that way. Okay, so the Bill of Rights enshrines that in the 2nd Now, one right that American’s amendment, but there are many in enjoy is the right to self-defense positions of power that would have through the 2nd amendment. Hav- us disarmed and defenseless with



We serve as general counsel to a number of corporations, LLC’s and partnerships.



110 Florence Street, 2nd Floor PO Box 393 Malden, MA 02148 Tel: 781-322-7575 Fax: 781-322-1555 email: [email protected] www.edgeorgelaw.com
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Legislative Chart - House House Bill #



Bill Title



Sponsor



HD.3995



An Act Repealing the Ban on Modern Sporting Arms



Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson, Jr



H.257



An Act Relative to the Hunting of Bear



Representative Todd M. Smola



H.270



An Act Relative to Hunting or Trapping on Private Land.



H.428



Committee Report



Senate Bill #



Bill Title



Sponsor



Support



S.661



An Act relative to the common defense.



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Support



S.782



Representative Martin J. Walsh



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Needs further study



An Act relative to hidden compartments



Representative Stephen L. DiNatale



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Oppose



H.639



An Act Relative to the Licensing of Certain Automatic Weapons.



Representative Antonio F.D. Cabral



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



H.657



An Act relative to shooting near highway or dwelling.



Second Assistant Majority Leader Kathi-Anne Reinstein



H.665



An Act Relative to Firearms in the Commonwealth



H.667



An Act Relative to the Possession of Weapons



Committee Assignment



GOAL Position



Senate Ways and Means Chair Stephen M. Brewer



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Support



An Act relative to the criminal firearms and trafficking division of the state police.



Senator Jennifer L. Flanagan



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Support



S.832



An Act Relative to Deceptive Weapon Devices



Senator Richard T. Moore



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Support



S.835



An Act enhancing public safety through the use of technology



Senator Anthony Petruccelli



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Oppose



Oppose



S.1189



An Act relative to the lawful sale of ammunition.



Senate Ways and Means Chair Stephen M. Brewer



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1186



An Act relative to an unloaded rifle or shotgun.



Senate Ways and Means Chair Stephen M. Brewer



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



Representative Timothy J. Toomey, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1191



An Act relative to small caliber ammunition.



Senate Ways and Means Chair Stephen M. Brewer



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



Representative Timothy J. Toomey, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1195



An act regarding the prevention of illegal trafficking and gun violence among youth in the Commonwealth.



Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1202



An Act relative to preventing illegal trafficking of firearms (Senate version of One Gun a Month)



Senator Cynthia Stone Creem



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1207



An Act to increase the penalties for the illegal possession of firearms



Eileen Donoghue



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1214



An Act requiring a firearms licensing authority to provide a receipt for firearm license applications.



Senator John F. Keenan



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



S.1223



An Act prohibiting the confiscation of lawfully owned firearms during a state of emergency



Senator Richard T. Moore



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



S.1224



An Act relative to a study commission on GPS locators in firearms



Senator Anthony Petruccelli



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.1226



An Act relative to remove pepper spray from firearms identification



Minority Whip Richard J. Ross



Senate Committee on Ways and Means



Support



S.1234



An Act establishing the Massachusetts armor piercing law.



Senator James E. Timilty



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



S.2054



An Act relative to habitual offenders, sentencing and improving law enforcement tools



Senator Cynthia Stone Creem



Senate Committee on Ways and Means



Oppose as written



H.670



An Act Relative to the Sale of Firearms



Representative Daniel K. Webster



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.971



An Act for Veterans Hunting and Fishing Licenses



Representative Thomas M. Stanley



Joint Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs.



Support



H.1135



An Act Relative to the Use of Crossbows



Representative Donald F. Humason, Jr



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Support



H.1150



An Act Relative to Waterfowl Hunting



Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson, Jr



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Support



H1287



An Act Regarding Breaking and Entering a Firearm Retailer, Wholesaler or Manufacturer



Representative Christine E. Canavan



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.1318



An Act Increasing Penalties for Felons in Possession of Firearms in the Commonwealth



Representative Russell E. Holmes



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Oppose



H.1349



An Act Relative to Dangerous Weapons



Representative David M. Nangle



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Oppose



H.1552



An Act Relative to the Licensing Fees of Firearms



Representative F. Jay Barrows



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H1561



An Act to improve the ballistic database through microstamping ammunition.



Representative David Paul Linsky



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



H1562



An Act to Restrict the Issuance of Licenses to Carry Firearms



Representative David Paul Linsky



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



H.1566



An Act Relative to Constitutional Rights



Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.1567



An Act Relative to the Right to Carry Firearms



Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



Legislation News and Updates



H.1568



An Act Relative to Civil Rights and Public Safety



Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.1822



An legislative amendment to the Constitution to exclude matters relating to fisheries and wildlife from the subject matter of initiative petitions



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Support



H.3569 An Act Relative to the Transmission of Firearms Background Check Information.



H.1994



An Act to authorize the Fisheries and Wildlife Board to control the taking and posessing of certain wildlife for purposes of observation, research, control or management



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Needs further study



H.1996



An Act relative to the moose population



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Support



H.1997



An Act relative to the powers of the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Needs further study



H.2166



An Act relative to security in all court buildings and facilities



Representative John V. Fernandes



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Support



H.2396



An Act relative to the supervised use of shotguns by minors participating in certain events authorized by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.2398



An Act relative to the use of shotguns



Representative Anne M. Gobi



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.2399



An Act relative to hunting on Sundays



Representative Anne M. Gobi



H.2400



An Act relative to youth hunting programs



Representative Anne M. Gobi



"Ought Not To Pass"



Favorable



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



House Committee on Ways and Means



Support



H.2402



An Act relative to the lawful use of shotguns



Represntative Kate Hogan



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.2404



An Act relative to a report of firearms statistics



Minority Leader Bradley H. Jones, Jr



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Support



H.2838



An Act to prevent bulk purchasing and illegal trafficking of firearms (House version of One Gun a Month)



Representative David Paul Linsky



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



H.2916



An Act to close a loophole in the assault weapons ban and further reduce gun violence in the Commonwealth.



Representative David Paul Linsky



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Oppose



H.2921



An Act relative to firearm licensing



Representative David B. Sullivan



Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security



Needs further study



H.3119



An Act relative to the powers and duties of the Director of Fisheries and Wildlife in the management and control of wildlife



Representative Paul K. Frost



Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.



Needs further study



H.3315



An Act Valuing Our Natural Resources



Representative Anne M. Gobi



House Committee on Ways and Means



Support



H.3441



An Act to provide law enforcement with tools to prevent youth violence



Governor Deval Patrick



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Needs further study



H.3569



AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE TRANSMISSION OF FIREARMS BACKGROUND CHECK INFORMATION



Governor Deval Patrick



Joint Committee on the Judiciary



Oppose



H.3700



An Act Relative to the Licensing of Firearms for Persons 70 Years of Age or Older



Representative William Smitty Pignatelli



Passed by House



Support



Support GOAL! Advertise In GOAL News Wanted - Silver Dollars. Paying $25 each for your Silver Dollars - Year 1878-1935 Call Lin @ 781-956-8991



7
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Committee Assignment



GOAL News Print Edition



By Advertising in GOAL News you will not only reach a great enthusiastic audience, you will also help GOAL continue to fight for your freedom via offsetting the printing costs - enabling GOAL to utilize the savings to fund programs, increase awareness, and restore freedom in MA!



Released



Favorable



On March 6, 2012 the Joint Committee on the Judiciary held a public hearing on Governor Patrick’s “NICS” bill H.3569 “An Act Relative to the Transmission of Firearms Background Check Information” The premise of the legislation is to bring Massachusetts in compliance with the latest Federal laws regarding the National Instant Check System. There are a lot of concerns with the legislation both with its premise and its actual language and clearly GOAL is not supporting it. The first and foremost concern is the legislation actually required? There is a lot of concern across the country that the need for the legislation may be overblown, primarily by our opposition. There is also the concern that the Obama administration is using the opportunity to push for state legislation to reach much further than the federal law calls for. We are also greatly concerned with giving the federal and/state government, neither of which can be trusted at this point, anymore authority over our civil rights. Aside from the obvious general concerns, if it is somehow shown that the legislation is legitimate there are many concerns with how it is written. Below is a short bullet list of those concerns: Section 3. Under Section 36A of Chapter 123 - “All reports of examinations (mental health) made to a court” This section implies that all reports shall be made available to the DCJIS and therefore to the “Licensing Authorities”. Our concern is that these reports are not convictions or confinements and could be abused by the local authorities. Section 4 and Section 6. Does away with the background checks to the department of mental health. We are not sure why this is being done. Section 5. This section creates a subcommittee within the Firearms Licensing Review Board to act as an agent for those seeking relief who has formally been adjudicated as mentally defective. • The make-up of the subcommittee to include 3 members; 1 FLRB member, 1 designee of the Department of Public Health, 1 designee of the Secretary of Public Safety does not give confidence to lawful gun owners in the Commonwealth. With the current administration being so aggressive against lawful gun owners why would we trust them to fairly grant relief? • Another major concern is the level of evidence that a citizen must provide for relief. The standard set in the legislation is “clear and convincing evidence” which is a very high legal standard to obtain. Why is it that in order to do away with a person’s rights a local authority only needs to use the arbitrary “suitability” standard, but in order to get relief we



Committee Report



This is a combina-tion of H.658, H.1578, H.2403 & S.1236



2011 - 2012 GOAL Legislation • HD.3995 An Act Repealing the Ban on Modern Sporting Arms • H.1568 GOAL’s Civil Rights and Public Safety Act • S.782 An Act Creating the Criminal Firearms and Trafficking Division • H.1287 An Act Regarding Breaking and Entering of a Firearms Retailer • H.1567 An Act Relative to the Right to Carry Firearms • H.1566 An Act Relative to Constitutional Rights • S.661 An Act Relative to the Common Defense • S.1191 An Act Relative to Small Caliber Ammunition • H.257 An Act Relative to the Hunting of Bear • H.1135 An Act Relative to the use of Crossbows for Hunting • S.832 An Act Relative to Deceptive Weapon Devices • H.2400 An Act Relative to Youth Hunting Programs • S.1189 An Act Relative to the Lawful Sale of Ammunition • S.1186 An Act Relative to an Unloaded Rifle of Shotgun • H.2402 An Act Relative to the Lawful Use of Shotguns • H.1150 An Act Relative to Waterfowl Hunting would be forced to use the highest legal standard. • Under the section that would grant citizens relief of disability is concerning. The term “may grant relief ” appears in this section and describes a discretionary power. So even if a citizen were to meet the highest legal term, the committee can still use their discretion to not grant relief. As gun owners in the Commonwealth know all too well this authority has been greatly abused already. The legislation would also allow the committee to promulgate regulations regarding the carrying out of the legislative purposes. The regulatory process is certainly precarious at best and we certainly don’t want a stacked committee of three making up the rules. • The legislation also allows that committee to establish fees to cover the cost of the procedures. Any fees should be established by statute, not leaving it up to a small body of volunteers. Section 7. The family member issue is a standing problem not necessarily related to this legislation. In past cases the courts have ruled that a brother-inlaw from a deceased wife is considered family member. This allows tremendous far reaching rulings as to what domestic violence really is. Section 9. We would like to make sure that the term confinement does not include those citizens who have sought temporary treatment on their own. In short there are many, many concerns with this legislation. If the government is truly concerned with providing relief to its citizens perhaps they should pass GOAL’s Civil Rights and Public Safety bill.
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NRA News - National Stories All Stories Courtesy of the NRA. GOAL is the official State Association of the NRA in Massachusetts



U.S. House of Representatives Passes Sportsmen’s Heritage Act of 2012



Protect Your Rights! Act Now to Support Legal Transportation of Firearms



When Congress passed the Firearms Fairfax, Va. – H.R. 4089, the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act of 2012, has passed Owners’ Protection Act (FOPA) the U.S. House of Representatives by a bipartisan vote of 274 to 146. This in 1986, one of the key provisions bill will protect and enhance opportunities for recreational hunting, fish- of the bill was intended to protect ing and shooting. the rights of gun owners to legally transport their firearms between “Preserving our hunting heritage and protecting our gun rights are top locations where they are legally alpriorities for the NRA. H.R. 4089 is a significant step for hunters and reclowed to possess them. reational shooters in our country,” said Chris W. Cox, executive director for NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action. “This bill prevents the Obama administration from eliminating the right of hunters and shooters to use traditional ammunition. We must expand and enhance hunting and shooting on Federal lands to ensure that hunting is accessible to all – and this bill does just that.” H.R. 4089 is a compilation of four different bills:
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NSSF - Industry News All Stories Courtesy of the NSSF.



Sen. Tester, Rep. Miller Honored as NSSF’s 2011 Firearms Industry Legislators of the Year Helps Lead Economic Recovery; New Study April 18, 2012 By Bill Dunn Shows Growth in Jobs, NSSF honored Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) and Rep. Jeff Miller (R-Fla.) as Taxes Paid and Sales NSSF’s 2011 Legislators of the Year at an NSSF Political Action Committee (PAC) reception this evening in Washington, D.C., on the eve of the firearms industry’s annual Congressional Fly-In. In presenting the awards, NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane praised the leadership qualities of the two lawmakers. been forced to repeatedly warn gun owners that they should avoid using New York or New Jersey airports when traveling.



“Sen. Tester’s leadership in the United States Senate has helped to ensure and protect our shooting sports, hunting and firearms freedoms,” said Keane. “NSSF is pleased to present to Sen. Tester NSSF’s 2011 Legislator of the Year Award and looks forward to continuing a constructive dialogue with him on public-policy matters affecting the industry.”



The refusal of the authorities in some jurisdictions to recognize federal law and the failure of the courts to enforce the provisions of FOPA, makes this legislation necessary.



“Rep. Miller’s leadership in the U.S. House of Representatives reflects his commitment to protecting the shooting sports, hunting and our firearms freedoms,” said Keane. “NSSF is pleased to honor Rep. Miller as its 2011 Legislator of the Year.”



H.R. 1558, which amends the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) to prevent this and future administrations from using the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to eliminate the right of hunters, shooters and anglers H.R. 4269 would: to use traditional ammunition and fishing tackle, by amending TSCA to • Expand the protections afforded clarify that the EPA does not have the authority to regulate shot, bullets and Unfortunately, some local jurisdictravelers to include “staying in other projectiles, propellants, primers or sport fishing equipment compo- tions have chosen to ignore federal temporary lodging overnight, nents; law and the courts have upheld these stopping for food, fuel, vehiinfringements on Second AmendThe “Recreational Shooting Protection Act,” H.R. 3440, which prevents a cle maintenance, an emergency, ment rights. ban on recreational shooting on BLM lands nationwide; and directs the medical treatment, and any other BLM to manage national monument land in a manner that supports, pro- H.R. 4269, introduced by U.S. Reps. activity incidental” to the trip. motes, and enhances recreational shooting opportunities; Morgan Griffith (R-Va.), Ted Poe • Put the burden of proof clearly (R-Texas) and Bill Owens (D-N.Y.) The “Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act,” on the state to show that a travwould amend this provision to enH.R. 2834, which recognizes the rightful place of recreational hunting, eler did not meet the requiresure it has the effect Congress infishing and shooting on Federal lands; supports Executive Order 13443, ments of the law, rather than tended. directs Federal land management agencies to facilitate the expansion and allow travelers to be arrested and enhancement of hunting on Federal lands; ensures sound scientific man- Most states have never had a probforced to raise the law as an affiragement of wildlife and habitat; and establishes an “open unless closed” lem with this law. However, both bemative defense. policy for recreational hunting, fishing and shooting on lands managed by fore and after enactment of FOPA, • Make clear that transportation the US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management; and gun owners have had serious probof both firearms and ammunilems lawfully travelling with their tion is federally protected. The “Polar Bear Conservation and Fairness Act of 2011,” H.R. 991, which firearms in two states in particu• Make clear that the right to amends the Marine Mammal Protection Act by authorizing the Secretary lar: New York (especially New York of the Interior to issue importation permits to hunters for polar bear trotransport firearms is judicially City) and New Jersey. Rather than phies taken before the polar bear was listed as “threatened”. enforceable as a federal civil recognize the intention of Congress right, with attorney’s fees availto protect the rights of Americans able to victorious plaintiffs in travelling with legally owned firecivil suits, as well as to defenarms, these jurisdictions have used dants who prevail in criminal overly restrictive state licensing laws cases. to harass and prosecute travelers. Finally, it’s important to note that Many gun owners, for example, while the NRA is working to enact a have been arrested when trying to national Right-to-Carry ReciprociTake A Lesson check in with firearms for flights ty bill this bill does not achieve that. With one of our out of New York and New Jersey This legislation is intended only airports. But in NRA-supported NRA Certified to provide real legal protection for civil rights lawsuits contesting those Instructors! people transporting cased and unarrests, federal courts have interloaded guns while travelling. preted the law in a way that allows local law enforcement officials to Please be sure to contact your U.S. detain or arrest travelers who make Representative and urge him or We Welcome New Members! every effort to comply with federal her to cosponsor and support H.R. law, and that deprive the travelers of 4269. You can find contact informaany effective remedy after the fact. tion for your Representative by usMany other cases have resulted in ing the “Write Your Representatives” guilty pleas to reduced charges, civil tool at www.NRAILA.org. You may 159 Forrest Street, P.O. Box 523, Pembroke, MA 02359 penalties, and delayed travel. Due also contact your Representative by 781 293- 9980 www.old-colony.org to these improper actions, NRA has phone at (202) 225-3121.
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NSSF today released a newly commissioned report detailing double-digit gains in jobs and other data showing the industry has been a leader in the nation’s economic recovery. The report can be viewed at http://nssf.org/ impact. Firearms industry members on Capitol Hill were briefed on such remarkable statistics as the 30.6 percent increase in jobs between 2008 and 2011, a 66.5 percent increase in economic impact and a 66.5 percent increase in federal taxes paid by industry companies. Armed with the good news of the report and recognizing that jobs and the economy are of major importance in the November elections, industry executives are meeting today with elected officials during the NSSF-sponsored Congressional Fly-In.



“During difficult economic times and high unemployment rates nationally, Last year, Sen. Tester and Rep. Miller, who are co-chairs of the Congresour industry actually grew and created more than ten thousand new, wellsional Sportsmen’s Caucus in their respective chambers, introduced the paying jobs,” said NSSF President Steve Sanetti. “Our industry is proud to Hunting, Fishing and Recreational Shooting Protection Act (S. 838/H.R. be one of the bright spots in this economy.” 1558) in order to protect the right of hunters and sportsmen to use the ammunition of their choice. Anti-hunting organizations, as well as extreme 2008 2011 % Change environmental groups, continue to push for the Environmental Protection Jobs Created 75,600 98,750 30.6% Agency (EPA) to ban traditional ammunition made with lead components. Direct Jobs 166,200 209,750 26.2% These groups falsely claim a ban is needed to protect wildlife populations, Total Jobs despite incontrovertible evidence wildlife populations are thriving, and to Economic Impact $19,128,934,700 $31,838,799,400 66.5% protect hunters, even though the science is clear using traditional ammunition poses no human health risk to hunters. Key Point: Taxes 2008 2011 % Change Tester is the author of the Making Public Lands Public Access Act, S. 901, Federal Taxes $1,503,740,470 $2,503,904,400 66.5% a bipartisan bill will ensure that a certain portion of the Land and Water State Taxes $1,299,088,680 $2,071,203,430 59.4% Conservation Fund would be spent acquiring public access for sportsmen $351,540,010 $487,998,106 38.8% and women. The measure was included in the transportation bill that re- Excise Taxes cently passed the Senate. Key Points: Firearms and Ammunition Industry Economic Impact “Sportsmen and women need strong advocates for gun rights and access to The firearms industry has stood apart from other industries by thriving in public lands to keep hunting traditions strong,” Tester said. “I’m proud to a down economy. Indicators such as background-check statistics, firearms fight for more access and protect gun rights so that our kids and grandkids production and importation, firearm-retailer surveys and on-the-ground will forever enjoy our outdoor traditions.” reports from retailers nationwide reveal that Americans are purchasing Rep. Miller sponsored the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act, H.R. 4089, which was firearms in record numbers. For example, federal background checks for passed by the House of Representatives on Tuesday. The bill combines four March totaled nearly 1.2 million in adjusted figures, representing an inlegislative priorities that will expand recreational hunting, shooting and crease of 20 percent over a year ago and the 22nd straight month-overfishing opportunities and also reaffirms existing law and heads off deter- month increase. (NSSF adjusts figures from the National Instant Crimimined bureaucratic efforts to deny hunters and shooters from using tradi- nal Background Check System to remove purpose-code checks associated tional ammunition. This important legislation is supported by more than concealed carry applications and permits. Though not a direct correlation to firearm sales, adjusted NICS figures provide a more accurate picture of 35 national conservation and sportsmen’s groups. market conditions.) “Outdoor activities like hunting and fishing are an important part of our heritage and way of life. I feel it is important to preserve these traditions This year’s robust sales are a continuation of the economic growth the fireand promote them to the next generation of outdoorsmen at every oppor- arms and ammunition industry experienced last year that was driven by tunity, especially in our nation’s capital,” said Miller. “I am humbled to be an unprecedented number of Americans choosing to exercise their funable to do a small part to help preserve the traditions of the great outdoors, damental right to keep and bear arms and purchase a firearm and ammuand I am honored by this recognition from the sportsmen’s community.” nition. This increase in firearms ownership coincided with the continued decline in accidental firearm-related fatalities–a more than a 60 percent decrease in the last 20 years–and a continued drop in crime rates nationally. Also cited in the economic impact report were the significant taxes paid by industry member companies to federal and state governments and the Pittman-Robertson excise tax the industry pays on the products it sells. The latter tax is the major source of wildlife conservation funding in America. “Last year our industry increased its contribution to wildlife conservation by over seven percent, which translates into sportsmen contributing more than 1.3 million dollars daily to conservation efforts,” said NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. “Ours is an industry with a rich history and heritage that remains vital and important to the American economy today,” continued Keane. “To millions of Americans our industry’s products represent liberty, security and recreation. We look forward to speaking with members of Congress today about important legislative and regulatory issues that will allow our industry members to continue to grow their businesses and create even more new jobs in their communities.”
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GOAL Affiliated Clubs AGAWAM REVOLVER CLUB, INC. ANDOVER SPORTSMEN’S CLUB ASHFIELD ROD & GUN CLUB AUBURN SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, INC. BASS RIVER ROD & GUN CLUB, INC BLACK PATCH MUZZLE LOADERS BLACKSTONE VALLEY BEAGLE CLUB CAPE COD FISH & GAME ASSOCIATION CENTURY SPORTSMANS CLUB CLINTON FISH & GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. CONCORD ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. COPICUT RIFLE ASSOCIATION, INC DANVERS FISH & GAME CLUB EASTERN RIFLE & REVOLVER CLUB EASTHAMPTON FISH & GAME ASSOCIATION EASTON ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. ESSEX COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S ASSOC. FALMOUTH ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. FALMOUTH SKEET CLUB, INC. FIN, FUR & FEATHER CLUB OF MATTAPOISETT, INC. FITCHBURG SPORTSMEN’S CLUB GARDNER RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB HANSON ROD & GUN CLUB HARVARD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, INC. HAVERHILL HOUND ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. HOLBROOK SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, INC. HOLYOKE REVOLVER CLUB, INC. HOPEDALE PISTOL & RIFLE CLUB HOPKINTON SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION INDEPENDENT SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, INC IPSWICH FISH & GAME ASSOC. INC LAWRENCE ROD & GUN CLUB LEE SPORTSMAN’S ASSOC. LEICESTER ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. LENOX SPORTSMEN’S CLUB LEOMINSTER SPORTSMEN’S ASSOC., INC LITTLETON SPORTSMAN’S CLUB LOWELL SPORTSMEN’S CLUB MARLBORO FISH & GAME ASSOC. MASPENOCK ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. MASS TRAPPERS ASSOC INC. MASSACHUSETTS ANTIQUE ARMS COLLECTORS MASSAPOAG SPORTSMEN’S CLUB MIDDLEBOROUGH SPORTSMAN’S CLUB MIT FACULTY PISTOL & RIFLE CLUB MONUMENT BEACH SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, INC. NASHOBA SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, INC. NAUSET ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. NENAMESECK SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEW BEDFORD REVOLVER & RIFLE CLUB NIMROD LEAGUE OF HOLDEN INC. NORCO SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, INC. NORFOLK COUNTY LEAGUE OF SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS NORTH BROOKFIELD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NORTH GRAFTON FISH, GAME & BIRD CLUB NORTH LEOMINSTER ROD & GUN CLUB NORTH READING RIFLE CLUB, INC. NORTH SHORE REDMEN RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, INC. NORTH WALPOLE FISH & GAME NORTHAMPTON REVOLVER CLUB NORWOTTUCK FISH & GAME



PO BOX 502 PO BOX 255 PO BOX 326 50 ELM ST PO BOX 29 PO BOX 82 PO BOX 34 PO BOX 119 PO BOX 115 185 LANCASTER RD PO BOX 271 PO BOX 3049 PO BOX 609 315 WALNUT ST PO BOX 438 PO BOX 489 PO BOX 673 PO BOX 161 PO BOX 3157 PO BOX 102 PO BOX 594 PO BOX 704 PO BOX 101 PO BOX 114 PO BOX 770 PO BOX 275 PO BOX 543 PO BOX 132 95 LUMBER ST PO BOX 902 PO BOX 55 PO BOX 142 PO BOX 175 PO BOX 282 PO BOX 499 PO BOX 484 PO BOX 1037 PO BOX 102 1 MUDDY LN PO BOX 42 277 MAIN ST PO BOX 111 PO BOX 403 PO BOX 633 PO BOX 397031 14 HOLLAND STREET PO BOX 2333 PO BOX 157 PO BOX 284 246 BOLTON ST PO BOX 254 PO BOX 212 PO BOX 742 20 BOYNTON RD PO BOX 61 PO BOX 657 PO BOX 93 PO BOX 474 PO BOX 30 PO BOX 122 PO BOX 2492



FEEDING HILLS ANDOVER ASHFIELD AUBURN YARMOUTHPORT MILLBURY DOUGLAS HARWICH PORT AUBURN BERLIN CONCORD WESTPORT MIDDLETON LYNN SOUTHAMPTON NORTH EASTON NEWBURYPORT FALMOUTH WAQUOIT FAIRHAVEN FITCHBURG GARDNER HANSON HARVARD HAVERHILL HOLBROOK HOLYOKE HOPEDALE HOPKINTON N ATTLEBORO IPSWICH LAWRENCE LEE LEICESTER LENOX LEOMINSTER LITTLETON LOWELL MARLBORO MILFORD SPENCER HINGHAM SHARON MIDDLEBORO CAMBRIDGE FALMOUTH ACTON EASTHAM PALMER NEW BEDFORD HOLDEN PRINCETON WALPOLE N BROOKFIELD GRAFTON LUNENBURG NORTH READING LYNN WALPOLE NORTHAMPTON AMHERST
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OLD COLONY SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION ORANGE GUN CLUB, INC. OTIS FISH AND GAME CLUB OTTER RIVER SPORTSMAN’S CLUB PELHAM FISH & GAME CLUB, INC. PETERSHAM GUN CLUB, INC. PLYMOUTH ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. QUABOAG SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, INC. RIVERSIDE GUN CLUB, INC. ROD & GUN CLUB OF NEW BEDFORD ROYALSTON FISH & GAME CLUB RUMFORD HUNTING & FISHING CLUB SATUCKET RIFLE & REVOLVER CLUB SCITUATE ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. SHARON FISH & GAME CLUB, INC. SHAWME FISH & GAME CLUB SHIRLEY ROD & GUN CLUB SINGLETARY ROD & GUN CLUB, INC SIPPICAN ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. SOUTH FITCHBURG HUNTING & FISHING CLUB SOUTH HADLEY SPORTING CLUB SOUTH SHORE RIFLE & PISTOL LEAGUE SOUTHBORO ROD & GUN CLUB STANDISH SPORTSMAN’S ASSOC. STONY BROOK FISH & GAME ASSOC. SWIFT RIVER SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, INC TAUNTON RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB TEWKSBURY ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. TURNERS FALLS ROD & GUN CLUB WALPOLE SPORTSMEN’S ASSOC. WAMPANOAG ROD & GUN CLUB WAYLAND ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. WESTERN MA. DUCK HUNTERS ASSOC. WESTFIELD SPORTSMAN’S CLUB WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB WESTMINSTER ROD & GUN CLUB WICKABOAG SPORTSMEN’S CLUB WOODSMAN RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB WORCESTER COUNTY LEAGUE OF SPORTSMEN WORTHINGTON ROD & GUN CLUB WRENTHAM SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION



Interested in listing your club here?
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PEMBROKE ORANGE FORESTDALE BALDWINVILLE PELHAM PETERSHAM PLYMOUTH WARREN HUDSON N DARTMOUTH BALDWINVILLE REHOBOTH EAST BRIDGEWATER N SCITUATE SHARON SANDWICH SHIRLEY OXFORD ROCHESTER TOWNSEND SOUTH HADLEY SCITUATE SOUTHBORO EAST BRIDGEWATER WESTFORD BELCHERTOWN TAUNTON TEWKSBURY TURNERS FALLS WALPOLE ATTLEBORO WAYLAND GRANBY WESTFIELD WESTFORD WESTMINSTER W BROOKFIELD ORANGE WEST BOYLSTON WORTHINGTON WRENTHAM
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GOAL Affiliated Clubs receive many benefits which will help your Board of Directors run your club more effectively, optimize operations, and give assistance with implementing programs. If your club is not listed here and your Board of Directors would like it to be, please contact GOAL Club Relations officer Tara McGrath 508-393-5333 x22 or email her: [email protected].
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GOAL News - Online Tidbits



News, Notes and Schedule for Upcoming Classes at GOAL



Images - Content - and Other Good Things From the WWW



Introduction to IDPA - April 24, 2012



Truth. Somehow it never seems to surface amongst those that control our national dialogue.



GOAL held our first Introduction to IDPA at the Worcester Pistol & Rifle this past April. Students learned about the rules and equipment competitors must adhere to and use in the new GOAL classroom. The safe drawing and holstering of firearms was also covered in the classroom. Range drills included clearing stoppages, movement, firing from concealment and multiple target engagement. Students also heard an official match briefing culminating in two courses of fire. By day’s end, students fired about 200 rounds each. Many thanks to Co-trainers Bob Flumere and Michael French.



@MassGovernor Deval Patrick Appointment Wait. Our Facebook and Twit-



Class review from a student: “Mike, Bob, and Jon, Awesome class yesterday! I picked up a number of useful tips from each of you. And you guys did a great job working with a diverse set of students. I appreciate your attention to detail and safety. I was really impressed with the simultaneous response from you three safety officers when a student un-holstered his firearm on the line as well as the various muzzle calls. Personally, I like the very high safety standard you guys have and the good example you each set. I have been in other firearm classes (not to be named here) where safety is taught, but not really adhered to afterwards.



GOAL Director of Training Jon Green gets help from his son Jake drawing the lucky winners of our recent “Big Bang 10” Annual Raffle. For a list of winners please see page 3.



ter followers have been on this for quite some time. For those that don’t follow our social media, we’ve been counting the amount of days that GOAL has waited for Governor Patrick to grant us an appointment to discuss our Civil Rights. Today, April 25, 2012 is day 1938.



Congratulations TMU!



I have some videos that I will upload to youtube. The files are too big for email so I’ll send you a note when the videos are uploaded. Thank you all for your time and effort to make the class a success. Woods” An Intro to IDPA Student practices shooting from behind cover.



Upcoming Training with GOAL - Sign Up For A Great Class Today! • Metallic Cartridge Reloading with Jim Finnerty (2 Night Classes) • Basic Pistol Course (NRA LTC-002) - July 10 - Get your LTC! May 22-23 - Learn how to reload and save $$ • Basic Pistol Course (NRA LTC-002) - July 24 - Get your LTC! • Introduction to IDPA - May 22 - Learn how to compete in IDPA! • Basic Pistol Course (NRA LTC-002) - August 21 - Get your LTC! • Basic Firearm Safety Primer for Certified Instructors - August 23 • Basic Firearm Safety Primer for Certified Instructors - May 24 • Secrets of Concealed Carry Snub with Michael de Bethencourt • Introduction to IDPA - May 26 - Learn how to compete in IDPA! • Disarming and Retention with Michael de Bethencourt - May 30 September 4 - Learn methods and manipulations unique to the snub • MA Gun Law for Citizens - May 31 - Untangle the web of MA Law • Intro to the Modern Sporting Rifle - AR15 - September 11 - This course • Secrets of Concealed Carry Snub with Michael de Bethencourt will cover nomenclature, proper loading and unloading, zeroing, clearing June 5 - Learn methods and manipulations unique to the snub common malfunctions and maintenance of the AR15 style rifle. • The Art of Concealed Carry - June 7 - A must take for MA residents • Basic Pistol Course (NRA LTC-002) - June 19 - Get your LTC! • Folding Knife with Michael de Bethencourt - June 20 - Learn essential foundation skills with the thumb opening, self-defense folding knife. To Sign Up for Classes, call Tara at the GOAL Office, 508-393-5333 x22 • Utah Non-Resident CCW - June 25 - Get a license to carry a firearm in for more information on any of the GOAL Classes visit us online at. recognized by 29 states! www.goal.org/training/schedule.html



In April the Taunton Marksmanship Unit visited the Massachusetts State House where they were recognized for their recent achievement in earning a national championship at Camp Perry. Pictured Left - Right: Coach Kevin Winters, Zack Connell, Alexa Aguair, Sarah Maclagan, Kenzie Martin, Sid Martin Assistant Coach, Daniel Winters, John Whitaker, Brendan Whitaker, Sonya May, Chun Ae May, Jim Wallace Executive Director GOAL. Congratulations Shooters, we are proud of you and look forward to more titles!



Follow Us Online! www.facebook.com/GunOwnersActionLeague www.twitter.com/goalupdate
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GOAL News Gun Owners’ Action League is proud to announce our first annual GOAL Kids “Gun Safety” Drawing Contest. This contest, asking kids to draw and color based on the theme “Gun Safety” will be a great way for parents to continue discussing gun safety with their kids, and a great way for kids to apply lessons learned via drawing and coloring. To enter, the child must be a GOAL member, or the child of a GOAL member.



Thank You Members! Donations and Support Keep Coming! 4/25/12 The GOAL Staff and Board of Directors has been astounded at the outpouring of support since we inititated our transition. Many members have stepped up, donating money, time, and goods, all to help our cause. The GOAL Staff and BoD would also like to thank Derek Hoskins and Northeastshooters.com for the continued online support, and activism for the cause.



Donors: Central NE Sports Center; (formerly Northboro Fish & Game) D. Cobbett, M. Deltano, A. Salus, C. LoGuidice, L. Perkins, B. Frost, E. Ohrenberger, J. Lewis, D. Small, A. Mello, D. Kaplan, F. Pease Jr., D. Steere, D. Carroll, M. DiGiantommaso, J. Varnas, R. Genest, G. Prokopowicz, J. Whyte, R. Adams, M. Zyra, R. Santosuosso, Mr. & Mrs. A. Haskins, S. Bartol, P. Plante, B.R. Cook, H. May, R. Bennett, G. Pisarski, J. Mushnick, R. DiCenzo, G. Gallello, R. Anglin, C. Hibbert, D. Swanski, A. Abelha, D. Koerber, R. Burnap, M. Moran, P. Gendron, R. Wade, P. Connelly, J. Sabatino, P. Doyle, J. Zimmerman, P. Quirin, J. Larson, P. Leichsenring, H. Calichman, W. DeCost, M. Davidson, J. LaRuffa, D. Cashman, A. Kurgan Jr., S. Jablonski, W. Sellgren, J. Nardizzi, R. Desmarais, J. Enos Jr., D. Ballota, W. Forbes, M. Viviano, P. Warakomski, R. Passardi, J. Stocki, J. Chicka, F. Barry, A. Beck, S. Chiasson Jr., A. Bloniasz, S. Autula, A. Miller, R. Bessette, J. Connon, H. Jonas, C. Rinaldo, A. Akell, R. Williams, F. Belise, D. Kowalski, L. McAlice, D. Thompson, A. Fuller, C. Eastman II,



J. McCarthy, F. DuPont, W. Cole, R. Pendergast, J. Dutcher, J. Bibby Sr., D. Long, T. Edrich, G. Murray, J. Ryder, J. Lipski, T. Hogan, W. Marr, W. Holt, K. Clemons, J. Knott II, R. Anderson, A. Leite, R. Postma, J. Godwin, M. Mandeville, D. Bouthillier, B. Debian, D. Crimmings, B. Campbell, G. Harper, C. DiFilippo, M. Scelzo, P. Charette, A. Borneman, E. Loreth, R. Rechenberger, K. Arslen Jr., L. Nicholson, J. Peters, A. Stanley, J. Rizun, S. Morton, B. Leonhard, P. Caliri, E. Brooks, C. Wright, D. Carroll, J. Wenek, R. Pegg, A. Parent, R. Russo, LCDR M. Boluch USNR (Ret.), W. Crowley, K. Brazil, P. Bartel, D. Duff, W. Silk, R. Clarke, L. Durant, R. Choinski, M. Green, A. Jackson, A. Craveiro Sr., W. Key, A. Swank, Mr. & Mrs. T. Wahl, L. Walton, A. Popper, W. Prado, J. Sech, M. Casey, R. Baker, A. Correia, A. Paddock, R. Bacon, T. Tallarico, C. Button, V. Perez, D. Rajotte, T. Oriole, R. Armstrong, G. Coelho, K. Gaulin, F. Hamlin, R. Draper, P. Page, M. Rudenauer, A. Strycharz, T. Rego, J. Couto Jr., J. Rich, R. Trudeau, J. Knapik, D. Junkins, R. King Jr., E. bestick, C. Griffith, J. Brackett, L.A. Jones, V. Ghioni, P. Feeley, K. Dallman, R. Mosher, A. Massucco, C. Beauchesne, Hopedale Pistol & Rifle Club, E. Hooper, J. Furtado, M. Eisenstein, R. Marquit, D. Dell’elce, M. Squillante Eddy Eagle Day - Continued from Page 1. of the presentation, all of the children had learned the Eddie Eagle gun safety motto and were sure of what to do in case they saw a gun. In the process, the kids had a lot of fun learning with Eddie Eagle! (Margaret O’Brien shoots on the Junior Rifle team at Nenameseck Sportsmen’s Club in Palmer.)
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MA Wildlife News GOAL Kids “Gun Safety” Contest.



Thanks Adam! Our members are awesome, we’ve had many donations in the past week , during our transition to the new building. Here’s our friend GOAL Life Member Adam Kling - owner of Acme Armament in Plympton MA in his shop with his dog Dad, and some of the goodies he just set us up with. Thanks again Adam and everyone else for your generous donations!



May 2012



• This contest will be open to all children age 10 and under (born after May 1, 2002) • All entries must be a color drawing (crayon, marker, water color, colored pencil etc..) with the theme “gun safety” • All entries must be submitted on 8.5x11 white paper • All entries must be received before June 30, 2012



• All entries become the property of Gun Owners’ Action League • Only 1 entry per child will be accepted • The GOAL Staff will choose 1 drawing that best illustrates the theme as the winning submission. • The winning submission will be awarded a Thompson “Hotshot” .22 rifle. • Artwork will be used by GOAL for a kids gun safety promotion All federal and state gun laws apply. The gun must be claimed within 60 days of the contest ending at 37 Pierce Street, Northboro MA 01532. Firearms may be shipped to another FFL at winner’s expense. The parent or legal guardian of the child must be legally able to take possession of the prize. Contest is open to GOAL members or children of GOAL members only.



GOAL’s New Changes - Continued from page 1. In short I would like to thank our members for their unwavering support and patience as we move through these transitions. This is an exciting time for GOAL as we move into the future and control our independent voice for the security of our Second Amendment civil rights. If you would like to make a financial donation to help get us maintain our fight, please go to: www.goal.org/joingoal.html or contact one of our staff in the GOAL office at 508-393-5333. Thank you - GOAL



All Stories Courtesy of MassWildlife - Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife - http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/ NEW ENGLAND COTTONTAILS STILL NEED YOUR HELP In December of 2010, the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) appealed to sportsmen, highway department workers, animal control officers, and other interested citizens to collect and provide MassWildlife with cottontail carcasses or cottontail skulls. That call for action kicked off a statewide survey of cottontail rabbits to assess the distribution and population of two kinds of cottontails in the Commonwealth, the common and non-native eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus), and the imperiled native New England cottontail (Sylvilagus transitionalis). The New England cottontail has been designated as a Candidate Species for listing under the federal Endangered Species Act. MassWildlife is making a special appeal to animal control officers in the central and western regions of the state to continue the collection effort and to alert others in their communities to participate in this citizen science opportunity. Since the first appeal, MassWildlife received approximately 500 cottontail specimens. From the collected specimens, about 10% have been identified as New England cottontails, and significantly, several new local populations of New England cottontails have been identified. The majority of cottontail carcasses came from the eastern and southeastern parts of the state. MassWildlife needs a sample that is characteristic of the entire Commonwealth and is especially in need of more cottontail specimens from Worcester County and all points west. MassWildlife will still gratefully accept cottontails from anywhere in the state. The only way to distinguish between the two cottontails is by examining various skull features, or submitting tissue samples for DNA analysis. Therefore, carcasses in any condition can be donated to facilitate the survey effort. Road-killed carcasses or cottontail heads should be placed in a plastic bag and frozen until they can be dropped off at a MassWildlife District Office, MassWildlife Hatchery, or MassWildlife’s Field Headquarters in Westborough. Be sure to wear gloves when handling carcasses. Please include a note with your contact information, date of collection, and detailed, specific location information such as a street address, intersection, or other discernable landmark. The location where the carcass was collected is the single most important piece of data used to assess the



cottontails’ distribution, so please make every effort to record as specific a collection location as possible. A marked topographic map, Google map, or GPS coordinates are ideal, but any detailed, specific location information will greatly aid biologists. The cottontail survey in Massachusetts is part of a regional effort, the New England Cottontail Initiative, to conserve New England cottontail populations. The Initiative involves partnerships with state and federal natural resource agencies, conservation organizations, and other landowners working together to identify populations of New England cottontails and to create or maintain large patches of suitable habitat for them. Any inquiries can be directed to David Scarpitti, Upland Game Biologist, David.Scarpitti@state. ma.us, (508) 389-6377. TURKEY HUNTING REMINDERS & OPPORTUNITIES The spring turkey hunting season opens throughout most of Massachusetts on April 30, 2012. Do you have your turkey permits? Have you found a place to hunt? Are you familiar with safe turkey hunting methods? If successful, how do you report your turkey harvest? MassWildlife offers the following information for turkey hunters regarding new permit procedures, turkey hunting opportunities and safe turkey hunting methods to follow when hunting. Turkey Permit Reminder - In order to legally hunt turkeys, licensed hunters must obtain a turkey permit. With the new electronic MassFishHunt system, there is no longer a deadline to apply for a turkey permit, hunters may simply purchase a permit via home computer (www. mass.gov/massfishhunt) or by visiting a license vendor or DFW office to get their permit. A hunting license is required when purchasing the permit. Information for Youth Turkey Hunters - NEW THIS YEAR: This year, minors 12 - 14 years of age who successfully completed the Youth Turkey Hunt Program will be issued a Youth Turkey Hunt permit with two tags. The permit and tags will be valid for both the Youth Turkey hunt date of April 28, 2012 and the regular spring turkey hunting season. The youth permit and tags are not valid for fall turkey hunting. Remember that the daily bag limit is 1 bird/day for both the Youth Turkey Hunt date and the duration of the spring turkey hunting season. All other turkey hunting regulations apply to young turkey hunters. Turkey Harvest Reporting - Successful turkey hunters must check their



turkeys in at an official check station for the spring turkey hunting season. Because the MassFishHunt online harvest reporting system is still under construction, there will be no opportunity to report turkey harvest on line. Turkey Hunting Safety Tips - Finally, all turkey hunters are urged to hunt safely. Being completely sure of your target and what is beyond it before you shoot will reduce the chance of hunting accidents and the number of hens that are mistakenly killed during the spring season. Turkey hunting can be an exciting and memorable experience, but it has



associated dangers that the hunter must keep in mind. The wild turkey has a keen sense of sight and can easily detect movement and colors that are out of place in the woods, making the use of complete camouflage or drab colored clothing almost a must. Camouflage not only reduces the turkey’s chance of seeing the hunter, but also has the same effect on other hunters, increasing the chances for accidents. Hunters sneaking up on (stalking) other hunters who are calling and hunters who are wearing turkey colors (red, white, blue, and even black) are involved in a high percentage of reported accidents. Putting these following safe turkey hunting practices to use will help to ensure that turkey hunting will remain a safe, enjoyable outdoor experience. • Don’t stalk birds; sit or stand and call the turkeys to you.



• Don’t wear red, white, blue or black anywhere on your body where the colors might be exposed during your hunt. • Don’t hide in a place where your view is obstructed. IMPORTANT TURKEY CHECKING INFORMATION This spring, successful turkey hunters must check their turkeys in at an official check station for the spring turkey hunting season. Because the MassFishHunt online game harvest reporting system is still under construction, there will be no opportunity to report spring turkey harvest on line. All turkey hunters are encouraged to check the turkey check station list at www.mass.gov/dfwele/ dfw/recreation/hunting/turkey/ turkey_check_stations.htm.There may be new check stations, traditional check station hours may have changed, or a check station may no longer be in operation. For instance, the very popular Charlemont Inn check station in western Massachusetts is no longer in operation. To address the loss of this check station, MassWildlife personnel will operate a temporary turkey check station located at the Park and Ride lot on Route 2, near the Buckland/ Charlemont town line. This temporary check station will be open for the first week (Monday–Saturday) of the spring wild turkey season only, from 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Any questions regarding this temporary check station can be directed to MassWildlife’s Western District Office in Dalton at (413) 684-1646.
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Meeting Minutes 04/02/12 - Meeting opened at 18:59



Meeting Minutes 04/02/12 - Meeting opened at 18:59



Guests: None



the Leicester Rod and Gun Club.



Fallen Members: None



Reports: Secretary: Pat Covelo Pat was not present, the meeting notes were read into the record by Bill Hardell.



Treasurer:



Mike Swett



Mike provided an updated Treasurers’ report. The report was read into the record and accepted by the membership. Al Bonofiglio noted that we are on track for spending for the renovation costs at this time.



Dues / Membership: Brian Frappier



As of Thursday, 04/05/12, there are 616 regular club members, 46 Life members, 2 Junior members and 2 Honorary members. We have decided to hold an Orientation meeting on Wednesday, 04/25/12. Candidates should arrive at 1845. The orientation will begin at 1900. As of right now, we have 50 applicants for membership. We will hold the orientation at the Boylston Town House Building, 599 Main Street, Boylston, MA. We had three applicants for membership present to be voted on at the meeting. The following applicants had attended a previous orientation: Bradford Cherry, Jesse Greg and Steven Petlock. These applicants were presented as candidates for membership. A motion was made and passed to accept all three as members of the club.



XO Report Calendar Events: The 2012 calendar is now on line. The club calendar is posted. Please remember to check the on-line version. We will remove the calendar at the club for the renovation.



April Schedule IDPA Practice on 04/01/12 @ 1600 IDPA Match on 04/07/12 @ 0800 GOAL NRA Basic Pistol: 04/03/12 @ 1300 (Outdoor Pistol Range) GOAL Intro to IDPA: 04/24/12 1200 – 1700, Action Pistol Range Pin Shoots: 04/29/12: 1200 Set-Up, 1230 Registration, 1245 Safety Brief (Outdoor Pistol) Work Party: 04/15/12 @ 0800 HFS: 04/29/12 @ 0800 (Class at GOAL Office) 



May Schedule IDPA Practice: on 05/06/12 @ 1600 IDPA Match: on 05/12/12 @ 0800



transition to the new facility by the end of next week. • If you can help with the move GOAL NRA Basic Pistol: Tuesday (trucks, strong backs, etc.), please 05/15/12 @ 1300 (Outdoor Pistol contact Jim Wallace at jimwalRange) [email protected]. GOAL Intro to IDPA: Tuesday GOAL Publication: 05/22/12 1200 – 1700, Action Pistol • GOAL has severed ties with Range The Outdoor Message effective GOAL Intro to IDPA: Saturday immediately. GOAL members 05/26/12 1200 – 1700, Outdoor Pismight still receive an April tol Range edition from The Outdoor Message, but it will likely contain Pin Shoots Sunday 05/20/12: 1200 no GOAL news. Set-Up, 1230 Registration, 1245 Safety Brief (Outdoor Pistol) • We are working hard to put together our own publication Work Party Sunday 05/13/12 @ and we hope to have some form 0800 of it out by the 1st of May or HFS Sunday 05/20//12 @ 0800, Losometime soon after. cation TBA • GOAL fully intends to honor publishing the news from our Please remember to contact me for 100% GOAL Clubs at no charge. any additions or deletions to the • We are also working to put that calendar. You can use the link from publication online in some fashthe club web-site under the “Club ion for those who wish to receive Officers” tab. Any additions / corrections need to be made two weeks it in that manner. out so we can get them posted on• We will also be seeking adverline. tisements as now any such revenue will go directly to GOAL in Indoor / Outdoor Ranges: an effort to stem the costs for the Mike Henry: Routine Maintenance printed publication. Continues. The next Work Party is Anyone wishing to provide conscheduled for 04/15/12. tent or seek to advertise in the new Please remember to use the dud GOAL News should contact Mike bucket. Try to remember to put Sweeney at [email protected]. duds only in the dud bucket. Ex- Training Courses pended brass goes in the brass • As we move into our new facilbuckets. ity, GOAL will be taking over Range Renovation Notice: all of the adult firearm training courses with Jon Green at the The start of the renovation has helm. All of the proceeds from been pushed back. At this point, these courses will now stay with the Indoor Range will remain open until April 15th. After that we will GOAL. A list of the classes that close the range. The Dud Bucket are coming available can now be and Sign-In book will move to the found on the GOAL website. locker on the Outdoor Rifle Range. • We are hoping that The GOAL Your club key will open the lock on Foundation will focus on junior the locker. shooting programs. • Once the new facility is set up GOAL Report: for training we hope to offer the Jon Green has submitted the followclassroom for other instructors/ ing GOAL Report: classes when we are not using it. Perhaps even working with Update on Changes at GOAL: Hunter Ed to facilitate the need for those classes. First we would like to thank all of the support we have received Again, we greatly appreciate the from our members in regards to support of our members during the big changes being made here the transition here at GOAL. As we at GOAL. The emails, phone calls continue to move forward we will and general communications do our best to keep our members have been overwhelmingly sup- informed. portive. During this transition we Newsletter: Mary Malesky would like to do our best to keep you informed as to the progress. Al Bonofiglio noted that we will transfer our newsletter operation to The New Facility GOAL. We will no longer submit • As of today, GOAL has signed the our minutes to the “Outdoor Meslease for the new facility. They sage”. GOAL Intro to AR – 15: Tuesday 05/08/12 0800, Outdoor Rifle



are now in the process of moving. Worcester County League: Dave • The timeline is to complete the Morin



The most recent meeting was held at the Nimrod Club on 03/26/12. There were 22 clubs represented at the meeting. Bill Davis, District Supervisor, Central Region, Mass wildlife was the Guest Speaker. In addition, Jim DiMaio, Forester and Land Manager for League Land in New Braintree provided a report on the status of League property. WPRC club member John Root is now the primary delegate for the League to the Ware River Watershed Committee. Dave reported that the Cross Bow Hunting Bill is continuing to move through the legislative process. WCL supports this measure. The WCL has met with the Mohegan Council of the Boy Scouts of American on Browning Pond No Trespass notices. WCL is continuing to work on access and negotiations look good at this point. However, it appears that the State will not stock the pond with fish this year. Mass Wildlife requires open access to ponds for public fish stock programs. The Massachusetts Farm Bureau is offering free membership to WCL members. For additional information, check out their web-site www. mfbf.net. Dave reminded us that Spring Turkey Season opens soon. Hunters need to follow the appropriate safe hunting rules and everyone should be aware that hunters are in the field. For all hunters, The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife now offers a Turkey License on-line. There is no longer a deadline to apply. For more information, please go to their website www.mass.gov/massfishhunt. The WCL wants to remind all boaters that personal floatation devices are required until 05/15/12. The WCL annual appreciation Banquet is 04/28/12 at the Wachusett Country Club, please call Dave for details. The WCL is reminding all members that the Otter River Club still needs assistance in their re-building program. The club suffered a major fire last year and is in the process of rebuilding. The next meeting is on 04/20/12 at
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03/10/12. There were 16 volunteers who set up and ran the event. There Website: No report will be six stages fort he next IDPA Competitive Shooting: match on Saturday 04/07/12. Mike reports that the web-site gets up to Pistol Team: Paul Kaminski 20 inquiries per week on our IDPA Paul submitted a brief report on matches. Al Bonofiglio also reportthe Pistol Team. They won their ed that he has heard multiple posileague and will be shooting in the tive reports on our IDPA program. All-League Championship @ Angle It is rapidly becoming one of the Tree Stone Rod and Gun Club on best IDPA programs in the Northeast. May 12. Pin Shoots / Balloon Shoots: John Cunningham We had our first shoot of the season on Sunday March 23rd, with 33 shooters. There were three tables for this match. Due to the volume of shooters, we will add a fourth table for next month. The winners for this month are John Hass, Steve Fanning and Steve Dandini.



New Business: Mike Swett made a motion that the club accept no more motions for donations to outside organizations (Little League, Worcester County League, GOAL, the Boylston Library etc.) until the renovation project is complete. Discussion:



Al Bonofiglio stated this is a temporary moratorium until we have a good fix on the renovation project in done. We believe that we do not have to go into getting a loan to complete the project. There are no known expected requests in place at We would like to thank Brad Barker this time. for his help in keeping score and The motion was placed before the getting shooters to the line. The membership, seconded and apnext match is Sunday 04/29/12. proved. IDPA: Mike French Good and Welfare: Mike reported that there were Tom LaRoche noted that since we 56 shooters for the last match on Pin shoots start at 1230 (set-up) and a mandatory Safety briefing at 1215. This is an open match and we ask for a $7 match fee from nonmembers and a $5 donation from club members.



are now renting the space for the meetings, we will have to be extra vigilant in keeping the room clean so we don’t have to pay the $50.00 cleaning fee. John Gabriel asked that all members take the time to check the signin log and make sure that all members sign in BEFORE going out on the range. Bill Hardell asked that everyone be aware that we still have issues with non-standard targets. Metal signs that advertise Contractors or Real Estate agents are not allowed. Safety Officers Always have a working cell phone for emergency calls. Print clearly on sign-in sheet so we can read the name in an emergency. Building Committee: Bob Micket / Al Bonofiglio Discussions with the Town Building Inspector continue. At this point we will need to add two bathrooms and get a plot plan done to meet the requirements for a permit. Our Architectural engineer spoke with Building Inspector and Board of Health and has confirmed these requirements. We expect that the Town will issue the permits within two weeks. The new closing date for the indoor range is 04/15/12. Right now it does not appear that we will



need a new septic system. Al Bonofiglio, Mike Swett and Bob Micket lead an extensive discussion on the expenditures by the club for the renovation to date. At this point, it appears that we will be able to complete the renovation with the funds we have on hand. This means we will also be able to keep our open line of credit available as a reserve.



General Questions: One member asked if we had received any complaints form the new neighbors across the street. Al Bonofiglio reported that we have not had any. One member noted that the directions posted online for the meeting were not 100% correct. The posted directions had the Town House on the right. The building is on the left. We will correct the on-line version. Next E-Board The next E-Board meeting is on 04/19/12. Al Bonofiglio will host this at his residence. If you wish to attend, please contact Al Bonofiglio or Bill Hardell. Next General Meeting: The next General Meeting will be at The Town House, Boylston MA on Thursday 05/03/12 at 1900. Motion to adjoin at 1945
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Go Shooting!



By James Finnerty



Ten Reasons Why You Should Reload Save lots of money Even if you shoot small quantities of common (inexpensive) calibers, reloading will save you half compared to buying factory ammo. If you shoot more exotic calibers like .460 S&W Magnum, 10mm, or .38 Super, you can save up to 90% by reloading. Make more accurate ammo Right from the start, you’ll be able to make ammunition that is more consistent than most factory ammo. Once you find the right recipe, consistency will equal accuracy. Shoot more, shoot better There’s an old story that goes something like this: Pianist Arthur Rubinstein was approached on a street in New York by someone who asked, “Pardon me sir, how do I get to Carnegie Hall?” To which Rubinstein replied, “Practice, practice, practice!” The way to become a better shot is to practice. By reloading, you’ll be able to save money AND practice more. Shoot ‘obsolete’ calibers I bought a Model 1889 Scmidt-Rubin rifle from a friend that never had the opportunity to shoot it because the 7.5 x 53 ammo for it was long obsolete. After making a chamber cast, slugging the bore, and doing a bit of research, I was able to make some ammo and bring this fine rifle ‘back to life’.



Make special-purpose ammunition



I wouldn’t be able to shoot this if I didn’t reload!



Two guys side-by-side at the range are shooting identical single shot .30-30 rifles at targets 200 yards away. One is less affected by the crosswind, grouping tighter, and shooting flatter than the other. The difference? The more successful shooter was using handloads with higher ballistic coefficient spitzer-style bullets, while the other shooter was using factory ammo with blunt-nosed projectiles designed for tube magazine-fed lever guns (which was all he was able to find in factory .30-30). Custom-tailor ammunition for your gun Some rifles have oddball twist rates that will stabilize only certain size bullets. Some (usually older) handguns have oversized bores that will perform poorly with standard ammunition. If you make your own, you select components that allow you to get the most out of non-standard firearms. Make reduced recoil loads New shooters or shooters with a physical ailment (such as arthritis) will often do better with reduced recoil rounds. Handloading gives you the ability to download many calibers to make them easier to shoot. Another benefit is that often times you can find a good deal on a magnum rifle or revolver that the original buyer found to be too bone-jarring to shoot. A hand loader can easily make a .458 Winchester Magnum shoot like a .45-70, or a S&W .500 feel like a .38 Special. Fear no caliber On a recent visit to my local gun shop, I saw two identical looking used S&W snub-nosed revolvers in the case. One was priced at $450, the other was $150. Why the difference? The more expensive of the two was chambered in .38 Special, which is commonly available and reasonably priced. The other was chambered for .38 S&W, which is much harder to find, and more expensive when you do find it. You can make this feel as light as a .38 Special Never worry about an ammo shortage again For a long period of time after the last administration change, many calibers were difficult to find. Some were borderline impossible to get (.380 was unobtainable for almost 6 months). This wasn’t a problem for reloaders, because components were still available. Get the satisfaction of doing it yourself, and doing it well It’s a great feeling when you win a competition, have a successful hunting trip, or even just out-shoot your friends with ammo you made yourself.



About Jim Finnerty GOAL’s “Metallic Cartridge Reloading” Class is taught by NRA-certified Metallic Cartridge Reloading instructor Jim Finnerty. Jim is based in northern Massachusetts, and travels throughout Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire teaching shooters how to make their own ammo. Jim has been reloading for almost 30 years, and reloads over 20K rounds per year in about 25 calibers. He frequently teaches at GOAL HQ, keep an eye on our class schedule for his next class, and sign up quick, it always fills up fast. You can also contact Tara McGrath at GOAL for more information 508-393-5333 x22 or [email protected] Check out our class schedule online http://goal.org/training/schedule.html



Would you like to save GOAL $$ and not miss a bit of news? It’s easy! You can help us out by ‘Unsubscribing’ to our mailings, including this newspaper by calling us at the GOAL office; let us know that you wish to ‘Go Paperless’. Dont worry, we will have the monthly GOAL Newspaper posted online for free viewing every month! If you have e-mail you can also get our weekly mailing, the ever popular ‘Friday News’ by visiting our website - www.goal.org and clicking on the ‘Friday News’ logo at the bottom of any page. Every member that ‘unsubscribes’ from this newspaper contributes to our cause - the restoration of our Second Amendment freedoms in Massachusetts. Thanks The GOAL Staff and Board of Directors



MOST.



Only one thing matters



when it MATTERS



2009 Handgun of the Year



THE RUGER LCR ®



2010 American Rifleman and Shooting Illustrated Handgun of the Year



®



T H E B E S T D O U B L E - A C T I O N R E V O LV E R T R I G G E R P U L L I N T H E W O R L D.



We believe the LCR® has the best factory double-action trigger pull of any small-frame revolver on this planet. We challenge you to try it for yourself. The non-stacking trigger pull on every award-winning LCR® is light, smooth and manageable, making the LCR® a lightweight, compact revolver you can rely upon WHEN IT MATTERS MOST.



WWW.RUGER.COM/LC R ©2012 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.
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