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Five weeks since Easter, two more to go before Pentecost, we find ourselves in the midst of resurrection. Following along in the gospel lessons for the Easter season, we discover their directions for us as disciples. Here is the witness of our faith: salvation through Jesus Christ. Here is our purpose as a church: to share the story of Jesus with the world, making disciples of all people. We are on a journey of faith and discipleship: Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Like Thomas a week after resurrection, we come to believe Jesus truly is “My Lord and my God!” We join the disciples in experiencing Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior, and our eyes are opened to understand the scriptures that foretold his coming, his suffering and his exaltation. Looking over the gospels assigned for this season helps us see with new eyes of faith. In John 15 we get a preview of God’s plan for Easter people: abide in and stay close to Jesus; bear fruit by loving others as you have first been loved (a far higher standard than loving others as yourself!); testify, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to the risen Lord. Seven weeks of Easter stories, inviting us to share good news, began with confusion, an empty tomb, disciples who alternately believe and disbelieve, and a weeping woman who is first to get the message and confess her faith. Then we find fearful disciples locked behind closed doors. Jesus appears to his disciples with purpose and power, saying, “As the Father has sent me, so I



send you,” and, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). Seeing Jesus, and the scriptures fulfilled in him, the disciples are sent on Jesus’ mission, to proclaim repentance and forgiveness to all, starting where they are, in Jerusalem. Next comes Good Shepherd Sunday, with the One who walks ahead of his sheep calling them forward as shepherds themselves, who will also give their lives to bring other sheep into Jesus’ fold. Next comes “vine and branches”: grafted into the “true vine” of Jesus, disciples are those who draw their strength from him, and are properly pruned in order to produce even more fruit for the kingdom, giving glory to the Father. Growing in Christ, the disciples are not just servants with limited knowledge of God’s desires, but friends chosen to fully know and do God’s will. Knowing God’s will and their part in it, the disciples are sent out, as Jesus prays for them in his “High Priestly Prayer,” protected and united with Jesus, who is in unity with the Father. The “Spirit of truth” will testify to the disciples, and the disciples will testify to the world after Pentecost. There is a rhythm here, a movement from the Father to the Son through the Holy Spirit to the apostles, then disciples, which include us, and finally to the world which desperately needs Good News. Perhaps you’re unconvinced that the world is in as much trouble as it is. Without Jesus, the way, the truth and the life, it dies. Only with Jesus does it survive the natural con-



sequence of the realm of sin, that is, death. Sin pays its wages unless Someone steps into the chasm to change the outcome. Jesus has done just that for all of humankind… and then left the delivery of the message in the hands of rank amateurs. God’s plan for making the Good News known is to empower Jesus’ disciples, open their minds to understand the scriptures, charge them to share the Word and send them into the world, first in Jerusalem, then Judea, then Samaria, then to the ends of the world. Well, brothers and sisters, here we sit at the ends of the world, as far as those earliest of disciples were concerned. Paul writes in Romans 15: 13-15, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (echoing Peter’s Pentecost sermon), then continues, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone proclaiming the message to them? And how can they proclaim unless they are sent?” He concludes, quoting Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” And here is the question for us who are Easter people, disciples of Jesus, saved, empowered, filled with the Spirit and commissioned by Jesus as a royal priesthood: “Do we have beautiful feet?” (the answer is, yes!) Power to you! Pastor Pat



Our Prayers are With You
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We pray for: 



Pastor Pat and Ann - for blessings over them and their family.







Peace and comfort for the families who have recently lost loved ones: Wayne Hokanson, Don Phillips, Irene Walker (Eloise Martindale’s mother), Tejas Naik (Lacee [Jacobson] Naik’s husband), Muriel Schwartz (Daniel’s grandmother), Carole Owen (Minda Owen Fitzgerald’s mother)







Healing for those hospitalized, recovering from surgery and those who have suffered from a recent illness: Karen Hokanson, Rosemary Livesay, Jim Haynes, Cathy Duncan’s cousin Greta (loss of father and facing a double mastectomy), Jane Arevalo, Jeff Shepherd, Maurice, Rhonda







Our shut-ins: Joann Bakken, Virginia Fife, Ron and Bonnie Nuessle, Joan Rositano, Claudette Rezos and Lois Swanson.







Strength and good rest to all the caregivers who assist in taking care of those in need.







Those suffering under persecution, famine, and civil strife. Especially give provision and protection to the workers of Lutheran World Relief in their continuing ministry in Syria.







Tartu Academy of Theology in Estonia, as it prepares pastors and church workers for both Estonia and Russia: bring provision for their ongoing needs.







The other ministries that we support with our benevolence dollars: Village House, Fresh Lifelines for Youth, Institute of Lutheran Theology, One Step Closer, Sierra Lutheran Church, Teen Challenge, and Wycliffe Bible Translators



Lord in your mercy! Hear our prayers!



Please contact either Joyce Boddie, Gail Castle, Pastor Pat, or email the church office to add persons to our prayer list. We pray for many people whose names are not published. You are invited to join the intercessory prayer meeting on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the church office.



MESSENGER



In honor of all mothers



May 13th



Messenger article submissions are due in the church office by the 20th of each month. Email to: [email protected] or drop it by the office. We are always looking for your short original poem, favorite recipe, or a pic of the great fish you caught! We’re community and we like to share who you are.



Gloria Dei
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Health Ministry Corner



Jeremiah 15:18a Why is my pain unending?



Donna Zimmerman



I have had age-related osteoarthritis for years that gets a bit worse each year. It is the lesser type compared to the rheumatoid type. I am fortunate that mine is not a constant pain but comes and goes and is shortlived. Usually, I only get a twinge when I bump an affected area or I move too fast. Some of you know that I have belonged to Curves



for 15 years and I credit that exercise for the fact I’m not worse. I’m still able to push a wheelchair instead of riding in one. The following is from the website: May is recognized each year as National Arthritis Awareness



Month. Arthritis is a disease that impacts more than 50 million Americans, making it the



number one cause of disability in the country. That means 1 in every 5 adults, 300,000 children and countless families are affected by arthritis. These numbers are only going to keep growing—unless we take a stand. The Arthritis Foundation is leading the way to conquer arthritis and its effects through our advocacy efforts at the state level and on Capitol Hill, our cutting-edge scientific research, and our tools and resources that help you live your best life. The first steps in conquering arthritis are learning the facts, understanding your condition and knowing that help is by your side. Below, you’ll find some telling statistics about the current impact of arthritis on the U.S. population, resources to help you learn more about arthritis, and additional information on how you can help and get involved. Nearly 53 million



adults have doctor-diagnosed arthritis; that number is expected to grow to 67 million by 2030. 



Almost 300,000 babies, kids and teens have arthritis or a rheumatic condition.







People with osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis— two major kinds of arthritis—miss a combined 172 million workdays per year.







There are nearly 1 million hospitalizations each year due to arthritis.







44% of adults with high blood pressure have arthritis. Health Sunday is May 6th! I’ll be available for blood pressure screening in Luther Hall. Find out early if you have a problem!



The month of February health designations: Arthritis Awareness Mo., Healthy Vision Month, Hepatitis Awareness Mo., Mediterranean Diet Mo., Melanoma /Skin Cancer Detection and Prevention Mo., Multiple Chemical Sensitivity Mo., National Cancer Research Month, National Celiac Disease Awareness month, National High Blood Pressure Education Mo., National Osteoporosis Prevention Mo., National Physical Fitness & Sports Mo., & Ultraviolet Awareness Mo. MESSENGER
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The Recipe Box



Spinach & white Beans



SHARED BY . . . DONNA ZIMMERMAN! This is a dish that I brought to the Easter brunch after my sister, Neita Welsh, in PA sent it to me. She said everyone raves about it anytime she takes it to potluck and her family gatherings.



Spinach & white Beans







2 Tbs olive oil







2-3 celery stalks, diced







2 garlic cloves, minced (or equivalent in garlic powder)







1 can artichoke hearts, drained







2 cans Cannellini beans, drained







2 lrg bags frozen spinach, thawed & drained







1 jar salsa



Heat oil in medium pot, add celery and garlic. Add artichokes, drained spinach and beans. Cook until warm. Add salsa and heat a little. Serve as an appetizer with crackers or as a side dish. (I’ve had it as a cold left-over on crackers as well. Good warm or cold.)



Special Designation for May is Early Learning Center!



“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun



Can you help transport people to church and church events? We are in need of help in picking up people that can no longer drive. Let Pastor Pat know after Sunday service if you’re available. It’s an easy ministry that will truly be a blessing to our community. Thank you!!



has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else. “ C. S. Lewis



Lutheran World Relief Lutheran World Relief is mounting a response in Syria where families have been cut off from humanitarian aid. Many have little or nothing to help them survive. If you would like to help assist Lutheran World Relief in their mission there, you can contribute financially to the organization. Mail your donation to: Help sent to Syrian families MESSENGER



Lutheran World Relief, P.O. Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297
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Saturday, May 12, 2018 5:00 PM



Giants Game!! Thrivent’s Home Run for Habitat



Take me out to the ball park! Come join the fun at a great family evening at the San Jose Municipal Stadium. See the Giants play against the Lancaster Jethawks. A donation of $10 gives you admission, hotdog & a soda. A $45 donation lets you watch from Martinelli Deck with a BBQ meal, 2 bevs, a chance to win a “Baseball Fan Basket”, and kids have unlimited play in the kid zone. All donations benefit Habitat for Humanity-Silicon Valley



See Ernie Moore to purchase tickets!!



VOLUNTEER NOW The Decision America California Tour depends on the work of Californians like you. When you sign up to volunteer, you’ll receive a kit full of resources to help you get the word out in your community. Learn more and sign up at DecisionCalifornia.com



MESSENGER
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Temple Talk from Worship Service on April 8, 2018 – By Dan Rinerson In 2 weeks, it will be 3 years since we started our Forward in Faith capital campaign program to renovate our church facility! All of the planned improvements have now been completed. We started with some upgrades to the sanctuary restrooms in the back of this building. The last project completed during this past summer was the replacement of all the concrete walkways outside. We are now able to walk between our buildings on smooth, level concrete with no large cracks or other tripping hazards! When it rains during coffee hour, we no longer need umbrellas inside Luther Hall – no bowls or pots scattered about to catch water from the numerous leaks we had in the flat roof areas. There are new offices, a new larger kitchen area and a youth room that have all been functioning well over the past year or so. Both restrooms in Luther Hall are now also ADA compliant. This idea to remodel or renovate our facilities grew out of a dream and a vision that was placed on the heart of Joann Bakken many years ago. It started with her sharing that vision with the rest of us. “Hey, I think God is trying to tell me something. Can we talk about this – and pray about this”? Every time God tells you to do something, it’s a test of your faith. Her faithfulness to follow God’s leading in her life brought us to the place where we all felt that “Yes, God wanted us to move forward with this idea”. At that point - I got excited! I think God was trying to tell me something. My faith was about to be tested. Almost before I realized what was happening, one Sunday morning after church I found myself speaking to the Leadership Team at an impromptu meeting. We discussed the possibility of a Capital Campaign to raise funds for the church renovations. We had never done anything like this before. I know that God used me to share that idea because I don’t really remember the words I spoke. I didn’t have them written down like I do today. After some discussion and prayer, it was agreed to proceed and I eventually ended up taking on the role of campaign chairman. When the idea for Forward in Faith got started, the congregation was told that this campaign journey would be focused on faith and the spiritual growth of all our members. We wanted to concentrate on the attributes of God: His faithfulness, His power, His love – not on the buildings we were renovating or the money we would raise. Our theme verse for the campaign is Ephesians 3:20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. That verse has fit perfectly for us. There was no way, no matter how hard we huffed or we puffed, that we could succeed with a project of this magnitude by our own power or might. Where would the funding come from? This is not a big church. We did well just to balance our budget every year. As the campaign became a reality, there were numerous opportunities for prayer – small group prayer, prayer cards, prayer walks, Monday morning prayer. Pastor Pat also led us through a 4-week Stewardship Sermon Series, followed by a 3-week Vision Sermon Series. A 12-hour prayer vigil was held the day before Forward in Faith Sunday where we turned in our 3-year campaign commitment cards. Through prayer, we were asked to seek God’s will to determine what our commitments would be. We had a spirit filled Sunday morning worship service where we brought forward our commitment cards. The next week was Commitment Announcement Sunday. We had Pastor Pat build a brick wall on the altar where each brick represented $10,000 in commitments. As we all counted by 10’s while each brick was laid, the total amount announced that day was $227,000. One year later, our commitment total equaled $284,000. Two years later, the total was $342,000. As of today, our total commitment to the Forward in Faith campaign is $411,000 of which $389,000 have already been received!! These numbers I believe are more than we could have ever thought or imagined when we began this campaign 3 years ago. Now that is all glory to God! Many of you have already completed your commitment amounts and have continued giving to the campaign over and above your original faith promise!! That is why the commitment totals keep growing! Others have also shared with me that they plan to keep on giving as they have been to help pay down the remaining loan balance faster. The fact of the matter is the cost of our project ended up being more than we had ever thought or imagined also - but God is with us! I would like to encourage you to pray about what you would like to do. Seek his will in this matter, look for his faithfulness to provide for all of your needs, see his awesome power working in your life and experience the everlasting love he has for you! Is there something God is trying to tell you? Is there a new ministry for this church stirring in your heart? Is your faith about to be tested? Trust in him and act on those promptings! On April 22nd, we will acknowledge the official 3-year mark of our campaign during the church service. We are also planning for a celebration with food & fellowship after church that day hosted by the Forward in Faith team. I want to invite you all to be here that Sunday and to join in the celebration. There will also be an opportunity for sharing how your life or faith has been impacted during this journey. What has Forward in Faith meant to you? As campaign chairman, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your generous giving to God through our Forward in Faith campaign over the last 3 years. I pray that this has been as much of a blessing to you as it has been to me and the rest of the Leadership and Campaign team members. May God bless you as you continue to trust him for provision in your life and here in his church as we move forward in faith together. Thank you!



Gloria Dei Early Learning Center Jesus said, "Let the children come to me" Luke 18:6a This has been another exciting year for the preschool. We celebrate the work God is doing in this place and look forward toward future years. With this in mind, the School Board is actively seeking voting members and advisor members. As you consider your passion, talents, and gifts perhaps you are interested in serving in this way or know someone who would be a good fit. Below are some of the specifics from our by-laws regarding serving on the School Board. Composition and Members a. Voting members will be actively involved in a Bible based Ministry, outside of this board, and have a passion for Early Childhood Education. b. All advisory members must be approved by the School Board of Education and have a passion for Early Childhood Education. The Responsibilities of the School Board of Education are as follows: a. To be responsible for policies, philosophy, and curriculum regarding the school. b. To receive applications and hire a Director/Teacher, subject to approval by the Leadership Team. c. To review the Director/Teachers recommendations for hiring staff. d. To be responsible for setting all conditions of the staff’s employment. e. To annually review the By-Laws, budget, and operations. f. A Board Member may be dismissed by a majority vote of the School Board. Attendance: a. Board members are expected to make every effort to attend all meetings. A voting member who misses 3 consecutive meetings may be asked to resign. Meetings and Quorum: a. The School Board of education will meet monthly. The School Board is unique in that it works in a collaborative manner to meet both the business/legal aspects of a Preschool Program and supporting a non-profit Christian ministry program. Active participation is an expected part of this collaboration. Those being considered for membership are first vetted by both the School Board and the Director. This process may include, but is not limited to, Social Service operation training as well as other basic trainings and basic health requirements. For more information or specific questions please contact the director, Rose Marie Duffy, Monday-Friday mornings at 408-272-0321. Thank you for your vital support of this ministry. “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) MESSENGER
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MINISTRY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH May ACO LYTES



ASSISTING MINISTERS



COFFEE HOSTS



05-06



Lessa Hawkes



05-06



Jane Hendricks



05-06



05-13



Katherine DeHart



05-13



Joyce Boddie



05-13



Syliva & Eva



05-20



Elizabeth Kromrey



05-20



Donna Zimmerman



05-20



Robert Borregard



05-27



Lessa Hawkes



05-27



Jane Hendricks



05-27



Irene



COMMUNION ASSISTANTS



POWER POINT



READERS



05-06



Barbara McCalment



05-06



Wendy Kromrey



05-06



Ann Fitzgerald



05-13



Ernie Moore



05-13



Gabi Garcia



05-13



Robert Borregard



05-20



Joyce Boddie



05-20



Wendy Kromrey



05-20



Ann Fitzgerald



05-27



Sylvia Smith



05-27



Gabi Garcia



05-27



Robert Borregard



SOUND & LIGHTS



USHERS Frank Acosta, Ernie Moore, Dan & Jean Rinerson



05-06



Pete Castonguay



05-13



John Mlnarik



WORSHIP PREPARATION



05-20



Pete Castonguay



Jean Rinerson



05-27



Pete Castonguay



TELLERS Donna Zimmerman, Gail Castle



NOTE: If you can help fill in some of the holes on the Coffee & Flower Charts, please sign up on the kiosk or call the church office . . . Thank you!!



Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 05-06



Nelson, in honor of Geoff’s Birthday



05-13 05-20 05-27



May Birthdays 05-08



Don Martindale



05-19



Dan Rinerson



05-09



Darlene Eliason



05-19



Alex Serra



05-05



Joan Beecher



05-11



Aase Serra



05-22



Jon Kromrey



05-06



David Livesay



05-12



Robert Borregard



05-23



John Mlnarik



05-07



Joan Rositano



05-17



Douglas Smay



05-30



Peter Smay



Special Happenings 05/05 - Men’s Breakfast 8am 05/12 - SJ Giants Game, Thrivent 05/13 - Mother’s Day



Small Groups Sundays 11am: Sanctuary



05/20 - Pentecost Sunday, wear Red 05/31 - Franklin Graham evangelism event in Santa Clara 7:30 pm



Mondays 10am: Luther Hall Wednesdays 7pm: Luther Hall (with shared supper 6:15pm)



Worship & Fellowship: 1st & 3rd Weds 11am (bring sack lunch)



Meetings 05/05 - Worship Team meeting 10am



Wear Red on



05/12 - ELC Board meeting 9am



Pentecost Sunday



05/14 - Lord’s Pantry Board meeting 3pm



May 20th



05/15 - Leadership Team meeting 6:30pm



Newsletter submission deadline is the 20th of each month!



MAY 2018 GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH 121 SOUTH WHITE ROAD SAN JOSE, CA 95127-2993 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION~FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY



CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 408-729-7563



GDLC Web Site: www.gdlcsj.com



OFFICE HOURS: Varies



CHURCH EMAIL: [email protected]



CHURCH STAFF



PHONE #’S



Pastor: J. Patrick Fitzgerald Pastor’s phone: 408-899-4343 Music Director: David Bakken Music Director: 408-858-9610 Office Staff: Stacey Dier Office: 408-729-7563 Fax: 408-729-7578 Parish Nurse: Donna Zimmerman Parish Nurse office: 408-729-7563 Sunday School Director: Wendy Kromrey In cases of emergency, please call Pastor at ELC Preschool Director: Rose Marie Duffy Preschool: 408-272-0321



www.gloriadeipreschool.com - [email protected]



Lord’s Pantry Director: Mary DeHart-Madson



Lord’s Pantry: 408-258-7563 www.lordspantrygdlcsj.com - [email protected]



DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATION Sunday Bulletin: Each Tuesday by noon! Monthly Newsletter: Due in the church office no later than the 20th of the month.
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May 27, 2018 - Exercise faithfulness, gentleness and self-control this week -. 1. Trust God's faithfulness â€“ admit your weariness by identifying a burden(s) you.
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